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Bert Aikmm, June and July 1975, Waggoner, I l l h o i s .  
Horace Wagpner, Interviewer. 

M r .  Airr!anls father had, about 1880, taken a howstead i n  northern Montgomery 
County, I l l i n ~ i s .  However, he soon decided t o  mve t o  Texas and thus M r .  
Aikmn, at an h@ressionable preschool age, found himself on a famn In north 
Texas. 

(Note: Mrs. Helen Brown, IW. AiZaran's sister, entered tbe conversation at 
t k s .  Her participation Is ident i f ied by the I n i t i a l s ,  "H.B.") 

Q. Then, you say,  you went t o  Texas f r o m  there? 

A. Rip$% from there,  yes. We went t o  toown and got t icke ts ,  when he was able 
t o  t ravel .  I think he was a month o r  so getting out of bed. He had rheumtic  
fever and In  tha t  swampy conat ion ,  you know, It was awful rd Tor the d ~ c t 0 r  
t o  do it. In f ac t ,  a l l  they had t o  doctor with was quinine? ?hat l s about 
a l l  and they @ve him quinine and bmke h i s  fever and got him out of the rheu- 
matic condltllon so he could walk and we went t o  Texas. The clIrrs.te down there 
was very sal-ubrious, you know, was w m ,  and by the  time the s m r  was on 
hand, he was able t o  cul t ivate  cotton, o r  chop cotton. That was a t e r r i b l e  
job those days. They planted cotton very thlck,  d r i l l ed  it thm@ rows and 
then, after It got about that  high . . . 
. About three inches high, huh? 

A. Yes. !then they would go through tha t  cotton and chop out a l l  but about 
tha t  far apart and leave the stalks about that far fro-but they had t o  chop 
them out with a hoe, and i n  doing so, they cut out a l l  the weeds, too, you 
know. That was the awful task about growing cotton those days. They dldn't 
have cultivators t o  do It. They did it by hand and . . . Well, he chopped- 
I don't know how mmy acres he had. He had a couple bales of cotton, I remmber 
tha t .  Five hundred pounds t o  a bale of cotton. 

I was wjth him t o  the gin when he had it ,ginned and they were five hundred 
pounds. You could s e l l  them readi ly,  Them wgs buyers ri&t there. They 
had a long hook-knLf~ tha t  they would hook r ight  l ike tha t  a d  jerk her oub. 
They could jus t  jesk t ha t  middle of tha t  f ive  hundred pound bale [and] pu l l  
out som cotton t o  see tha t  It w a s  cotton a l l  the way through. 1 remrrber 
watching tha t  done and he finished [by] s tuf f ing  back the cotton tha t  held 
pulled out, you how, in to  the bale. 

Q. Wat part  o r  Texas w a s  t h i s ?  

A.  That w a s  near Dennison. S h e m  was the town and those bales,  if I remember 

'see addenda item 40. 
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rI&t, were bound with hlckory--pieces of h i c b r y  wood l i k e  they used t o  
W e  barrel hoops out o f .  Did you ever see a wooden bar re l  hoop? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, they used t o  make them a l l  together, you know. When I was young, 
why, you never seen a s t e e l  hoop f o r  a barrel .  !they were a l l  hickary. Well, 
they used tha t  hickory t o  t i e  those f ive  hundred pound bales with, too, and 
it took an artist t o  cut those notches t o  rrake them fit so they wouldn't 
shake aparrt in  handling. 

Q. Did you ever see them make the hilckory staves? 

A. No. I might have seen it, but I was too y m g  t o  grasp it, but I mow 
tha t  when we moved t o  the tiher--now, I was about eleven years old-why, 
Dad to ld  us t o  go thmugh the tirrber, There was a l o t  of tinber there tha t  
w e  didn ' t  buy o r  we didn't even know who It belonged t o .  Lat of tLnJ3er. 
He says, ''You kids gc through the tim23er now and cut hoop poles." And he 
to ld  us what size--about tha t  b ig  around--and we cut off hickories t ha t  had 
grown up fmrn seed and we'd trlm them very carefully so as t o  W e  them as 
long as we could. We wanted them s i x  feet, If we could get them, and they 
were pret ty  valuable. The mills bought them and cotton ghs  b o a t  them, 
and we used t o  gather them. I can remmber doing that r&ht In the b e g l d n g .  

Q. Now, you called these 'hnoop poles"? 

A. Hoop poles, yes, and they s p l i t  them and then they'd worked down the 
outside t a cer tain thiclmess and then mke proper notches so as t o  draw It 
together. 3 
Then, these cotton bales were put i n  a compress that  pulled bhem t l @ t ,  you 
know, t i @ t c r  than they would be and they'd put on the hoops. lken, when 
they released it, why it f i l l e d  out f u l l  enough tha t  it wouldn't corn loose. 
Then, i f  you sold them t o  the buyers riht there,  they took them over t o  a 
compress; from the @n, they took them over t o  a compress and he took off 
those wooden staves. He put them under a screw tha t  went dow md he w o d d  
make those bales.  When they had been about so thick . . . 
Q. About two feet.  

A. . . . and as t a l l  as my head, he would have them about tha t  thick throu& . . . 
Q. About one foot.  

A. . . . and possibly three feet  long, but they s t i l l  wel&ed filve hundmd 
pounds. Well, he had th in  sheet i ron  things tha t  he mde bales wilth and put 
around there.  That was the way the cotton w a s  flxed zrp. Then, when it was 
fixed l i k e  tha t ,  it could go overseas. 

Q, Oh, I see . . . shipping. 

2 ~ e e  addenda item 41 and 42. 
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Bert A m  95 

A. Yes. It would stand all manner of hock- around with those s t e e l  
hoops. 

The compress was so Interest ing t o  m because they'd put a bale In there 
and then they'd p u l l  a lever and It twned on steam and tha t  screw would 
"wooOooOooOoo0" through It and sometimes it would squeeze water out of the 
cotton. It was jus t  tha t  hard, you know. "WhooO," how quick it would 
f l a t t e n  tha t  old bale down t o  about so s ize .  ( l a w t e r )  And the rn tha t  
was sunning the place would jump on t o  the bale t ere  with his stpel hoops 
and fasten her up. She w a s  ready t o  go anywhese. 9 
Q. I-Iow did you mke the t r i p  t o  Texas? By t r a i n  . . . 
A. G n  the  t d n ,  yes. If I rerneriber rlght , they just put seats In boxcars. 
I don't how how It was done. I never figured t ha t  out but  it w5s a very 
uncomfortable t r i p  and the boxcars dldn't  turn snow. I to ld  you we ran into 
a "norther," they called them there; a real blizzard. [It] blew snow c lew 
across tha t  c m  and just--oh, we l i k e  t o  froze t o  death. There was no heat 
f r o m  an engine then. They had l1ttl.e stoves I n  the car. They burned coal 
but, nly, they didn't s t a r t  t o  heat that  car. It w a s  so - cold In there. 

Then, when we got t o  Shemnan, rqy m c l e  mt us there and he had a sled and a 
wagon box on it. He ' d put straw I n  there about so deep, and we tunbled in 
on tha t  straw and went out t o  the fm. T i m  we got t o  the fm, ten miles, 
the blizzard was passed and the sun was out as brlght  a s  a dol la r  and the 
snow went l ike  tha t  and we could play outdoors r i @ t  o f f .  

Q. You had re la t ives  there,  then? 

A. Yes, uncle. My fa ther ' s  r e a l  s i s t e r ,  hls oldest s lgter ,  l ived there 
and rrly w c l e  and her had urged Dad t o  corn. Now, If Dad had astayed there,  
i f  he hadn't agot so homesick--he always admitted he Just got so homsick he 
couldn't stand It, and he sold out and cam back t o  I l l l n o i s  just  the same wag 
we went out. 

And my m c l e  Scott, he f ina l ly  went I n t o  the wholesale grocery buslness In 
S h e w  and got t o  be a wealthy m. He just mde a l l  klxlds of money and, 
right in the prim of h i s  l i f e ,  he went ahmthg with som fellows for  pralsile 
chicken one day. They c a m  along i n  a buggy, with a team, and they went out 
i n  the raw pra i r i e  t o  hunt pra i r ie  chickens. Land tha t  wasn't f a d ,  you 
know--wasnlt even fenced--and they l a i d  the guns down In f'ront of them, across 
In fl-ont of the  bug@;y, and they h i t  a rough place and my uncle's g m  s ta r ted  
t o  jury out of the b w .  In  fact ,  a d .  Jwnped c l e w  out of the b q g y  and 
he grabbed the end of it, as  it went over the slde, and the harrarlers h i t  on 
the step of the b u g y  and blew his arm and hand o f f ,  just ~ l d d l e d  it, and he 
died of lead poisoning i n  a few days. So, h l s  widow, then, arld the  boys, went 
ahead running the s tore  and so  . . . 
Q. Could you descsibe any m r e  of what it was l ike  t o  r ide  i n  one o f t hose  
boxcars? Was the  . . . 
A.  Just  very d i s a p e a b l e .  I to ld  you about the rubber s p ~ b g ~  they had on cars. 

'see addenda Item 43. 
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Q. Yes, sir. 

A. They didn't have any steel springs, those days. None, Jus t  a wad of 
rubber about tha t  b i g  and the body of the car sat rl&t on It, wlth a bol t  
tha t  It could jwnp up and down on, and . . . Oh, they were vesy uncomfortable. 

Q. How did you sleep on the t r a in?  

A. Just on the seat .  They didn ' t  have any beds o r  anything lald down. W 
second brother was  d. six-weeks-old baby when we lef?t. So, they, of course, 
had t o  f i x  sore way t o  put him down on the floor. Then, I guess they did my 
brother and m. I don't remrrbcr tha t .  

Q. Were they wooden seats  o r  were they upholstered? 

4 
A. Well, I think they were upholstered. Much like a bugg? seat, you linow, 
the back across here and a cushion mder you. That's the way I rewrnber it. 

Q. Were there windows i n  the  boxcar? 

A. 'They had two o r  three along the side,  about so big,  so you could see 
out as you went along. You were pulled by freight engines , you know. They 
had a whole s t r ing  of cars because people were homesteading a l l  down through 
t ha t  country, at that t lm, too. 

Texas was a b i g  s t a t e ,  you know. You1 ve been a l l  over it, I know you h o w  
t ha t .  I 've  been both directions over it In a carr and I know i t ' s  an awf'ul 
b ig  s t a t e ,  and the climate varies tremndous. 

Q. And you say you e m  back i n  the s m  type of boxcar, then, huh? 

A, Yes, far as I can wmmber. Then, when we got back, then he . . . 1 
thlnk I skipped. He didn't gc Wrn the famn directly. We went h t o  t ha t  
restaurant bushess ,  o r  he did, with hlls brother. He had a brother who W a s  
a schoolteachcr and he wanted t o  start a restaurant in Raymond and he wanted 
Dad t o  throw i n  with him. He [Ihd] sold-out at  the fm and I'm pret ty  sure 
tha t  they s ta r ted  tha t  business ahead of going t o  Texas. 

Well, they broke u$ at it. They were both Ilnexperlenced. It was shoL-.t orders 
m s t l y  , any how, you know, and they just  cor;lldnl t m e  ends m e t ,  so he sold- 
out t o  hi5 brother o r  auld-out t o  sombody and went t o  Texas. 

Q. Then you c a w  back t o  Raymnd f r o m  Texas? 

A. We carre back t o  Rayrmnd and he went t o  work--we se t t l ed  in %ymnd In a 
l l t t l e  house--and he went t o  work on the sectilon, railroad, and he worked 
there u n t i l  he could plck up a few horses, and tools ,  and went out t o  thi$ 
'Illout fm, out by the Lily school. Then we moved out there and, as I semrrber 
It, we were there three years and then cam t o  the Gerlach place and . . . 
He had @t a start of machinery and horses on the  Trout place, so he wasn't 
en t i re ly  dependent on neighbors fo r  tools .  

'see addenda item 44. 
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My father  was an awful hazldworklng man. He & & I t  know what It was t o  
knock off fYom any klnd of hard work. He woyked--had a bad h e m ,  too, 
but he never shlelded it. I1vc  had t o  mke him sit down lots of t h e s  
when he was working In the timber. Held have a heart  attack. He'd drop 
h i s  hands 1 l k ~  that and hls face would go ashen. I ' d  say,  "Sit down, Dad, 
sit down!" He dldn't  have presence of mind enough lef't t o  silt down bu t  
he would when I to ld  him, and he'd s i t  down and In a &ute o r  two, why, 
h i s  he& would plck up a@n and he Id gst rl@t up and pick up Can] old 
maul and pp t o  s p l i t t i n g  rails or  posts. k d e s t  klnd of work! 

Q. I believe It was on the Gerl.ach place tha t  you had an orthXrd. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Could you describe tha t  a l i t t l e  b i t ?  What kind of t r ees  dld you have 
and tha t  sort of thing? 

A. Well, It was an o r c h s d  ten  years old, at l eas t ,  because the t r ees  were 
so b i g  and they bore good s ize  fruit and, as 1: rer~rrt3er it, we had a Red June 
t r ee .  Now, you've heard of Red Junes, 1 guess. 

Q. No, sir. 

A. Well, they are the e a r l i e s t ,  one of the e w l i e s t  apples, and they m e  
red and a very good apple t o  eat out of hand. We had a Red June t r e e  and then 
we had a . . . What did we have follow that? I guess a R a r b O  was about next, 
a l t houa  a Rmbo i s  rea l ly  a f a l l  apple. 1 guess it w a s  M d m l s  Blush tha t  
followed the Red June, and we had a t r e e  or  t w o  o f t h o s e .  Wde us plenty of 
apples t o  use and, then, i n  the back of the orchard, we had so= Northern Spy 
t rees  and sorre Genetin. Now, a Genetin is  a small meen apple, they don't 
get bigger than tha t ,  usually. 

A. They s tay meen always, but they--that is ,  look green--but they ' re  a wonder- 
rul keeper. They would keep mt i l  way up i n  the spring, buried 1Ike I t o l d  
you we burled them. 

Q, Yes, slr. 

A. And then we had two o r  three t r ccs  of b n  Davls. That was the stand-by, 
the old Ben Davls. I don't suppose you ever saw them, e i t h e r ,  

Q. I don't thlnk so. 

A. Well, they were the foErunner  of the Stark's Red Delicious, I think, 
in r ea l i ty ,  tha t  Stark's Red Delicious i s  a spore off of one of those trees, 
because . . . 
END OF SIDE ONE 

A. . . . the apples are so much the sam shape and much the sam flavor and 
so on, but . . . We had about three trees of those, t h a t ' s  what we put 
mostly fo r  wlnter, was the old Ben Davis. They would make splendid applesauce, 
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splendid pies.  They were not an extra good eating apple. Though p i n g  
kids could eat  any k h d  of an apple, you how. 

Q. Yes, sir. (laughter) 

A. We l iked them and we put up a l o t  of them and had them a l l  .throu& the 
winter, 

Q. D i d  you have any other klnd of f Y v L t  t rees ,  19ke peaches or  . , . 
A. Yes, we had severKL peach t rees  tha t  bore In  the f a l l .  !They didn't  have 
cans, those days; tha t  w a s  pr ior  t o  cans, and Mother dried them. We'd gather 
the peaches when they were ripe and s p l i t  them and take out the p l t s .  She'd 
first wash them thorou@ly and then we'd take out the p l t s  a d  lay them with 
the flesh s ide crp on the l a th  and put them out, I n  the sun and cover them with 
mosquito bm t o  keep the f l i e s  off  and those would dry. In, oh, t en  days, 
they'd be dry as  a bone and you could put them In a sack and t k o w  them 
around anywhere you wanted to ,  any place. Take a handful of them and throw 
them on the stove, with water, and you had real good peachsauce. 

Then, before we left that place, they b e ~  rraking t ln fruit j a r s .  Thcy had 
a tln l i d  tha t  just se t  on the top of them and you had t o  put sealing wax, 
they had a groove, and you put sealing wax clear around th&. They b o w t  
tha t  sealing wax--1 don't have any Idea what It was canposed of. f t  melted 
easi ly  and would se t  quick when you poured It mmd the can. It made it 
alrti&t and they b e p  canning stuff i n  those thine. By the tirre we moved 
t o  the timber, they w e r c  able t o  @;et those cans, Not too many of them. You 
couldn't, they didn't have too mny, the f a c t o ~ i e s  didn't m u f a c t u r e  them 
f a s t  e n o m .  

Q. Could the cans be reused? Did they rmst or  . . . 
A. No, they were pret ty  mod. You could use them over one the. They were 
tln on both sldes.  If you put pickles of any klnd, of course, that r uhed  
the inside.  They put pickles in a b m e l  o r  a keg, you know, and mde pickles 
tha t  way. Made kraut the same way. 

Q. What about various types of berr ies? Raspberries o r  blackbemies o r  . . . 
A. No, we didn't have any berr ies  of any k b d  on either one o f t h o s e  places. 
No berr ies  at all--but In the tlrnber there was wild blackberries, and we ' d go 
down in the season and pick blackberries. Just drlve down t o  the woods. There 
wasn't any shutout places. You could go where you pleased--as long as you 
didn't get i n  a m l s  yard, you know. You didn't  plck right up t o  his house. 
My, there was tons of berr ies  that  f e l l  off  and went t o  waste and they were so - 
good. Raspberries and blackberries both g r e w  w i l d .  Strawberries grew wild 
but they were--I don1 t ever remrrher picking en~ugh even t o  W e  a pie.  They 
were too lltt l e  . 
Q. What; about mll. dellvery a t  the Trout place o r  the Gerlach place? 

A. Nooooo, t ha t  was long before mxll. delivery was t h o u a t  of ,  The post off ice 
at Raymnd handled a l l  our Wl and we had t o  go t o  the offtlce t o  get It. Once 
a week we'd go Ln there and get the mil and b r h g  i t  out.  No, mlL delivery . . . 
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I can't  t e l l  you the year tha t  it became populm here but J was living 
here when It was introduced i n  t h i s  section of the s t a t e .  That was af'ter 
1910. 

The mil carr iers  used horscs and b w e s  t o  bring it in .  They didn't  have 
cars, of course, you mow. They had a route tha t  they could cover i n  a day's 
time with a team and they went around, delivered every weekday; they even 
went on Saturday and broumt y o ~ r  m i l .  I can remrrber the old fellow, Sadie 
Nlrmo's uncle, George, was the carrller an t h l s  route when they opened it up 
out here. The snow never got too deep but what he'd drive t o  the end of the 
lane, take h i s  sack wlth the mil fo r  t h i s  road and walk clear down t h i s  road, 
dis t r ibute  it, and then go back and get h i s  team, @In@; north. 

Q. He actually walked the route when he couldn't get in .  

A. He walked and delivered; he delivered it every day. He didn't miss. 
Great old fel1.0w.~ Mail delivery w a s  a long ways ahead of boyhood. 

Q. Could you describe what it was l i k e  on these weekly visfts  'co Raymond when 
you went in?  How dld you go and what did you do when you . . . 
A. By wagon. 

Q. By wagon? 

A. By wagon, yes. Every f a m r  had t o  have a wagon, you lolow. Pley had sales 
those days, s m  a s  they do today, and Pa picked up a second-hand wagon tha t  
way, I 'm sure; I don't remzmber it, but I know tha t  he didnl t have the wney 
t o  buy a new one a t  t ha t  t im .  Later on he W a s  able t o  get a new one. There 
was a spring seat [ that]  went with one of those wagons tha t  was very good, Two 
people could r ide on it .  Well, the r e s t ,  We put seat boards across the top of 
the bed and sat In behhd.  Usually, the wagon load of us, kids and a l l .  

Q. Then, when you got t o  town what did you n o m l l y  do? 

A. Well, we'd go t o  the post office and the grocery store. They'd get a week's 
supply of gmcerles so we wouldn't have t o  p p  back untbl the next Saturday. 
The grocers cmled-- I  expect they carried half of the  f m r s  on t h e l r  books. 
Through the spring of the year, at l eas t ,  up mti l  wheat harvest, Then, the 
f a m r s  would thresh and go i n  and pay up and he'd probably have t o  start carry- 
ing them a@n af'ter t ha t ,  u n t i l  the corn was  ~hucked, !Then they'd pay up agaln, 
I never h e w  rqy dad having any trouble tha t  way* The mrchants would a l l  take 
him but there was some people they wouldn't take,  you know. Made it pret ty  
hard f o r  som ofthem. Doctors the sarrsct way, Doctor never got paid when you 
went in there;  he put It on the book, and when you had some money, you went in 
and pald him. 

4. What kind of bmllnesses a d  they have, other than @;rocem stores ,  fo r  
exauple? 

A. Feed s tores  and lutrberyards, coal b h ,  and the elevators cam i n  pre t ty  

'see addenda item 45. 
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quick. A s  soon as the railroads were built, why, the elevators cam i n ,  and 
they were the l i f e  of the town, the elevators, be ause they bmq$~t i n  thc 
wealth of the  country, you know, and paid fo r  It. E 
Then, m n d  usually had three doctors and a dent is t  and today they can't 
even support a doctor, and no dent is t  at al l .  There used t o  be a dentls t  
there--why he grew up there and l ived h i s  whole l i f e  there, mde h i s  livli'@ 
through his whole life--Dr. Scherer, and he was a ,pod dent l s t .  A very rea- 
sonable fellow. 

Q, Did you ever see any shows, any mdlche  shows, o r  anything, t ha t  caw to 
Rayrmnd? 

A. Yes, they cam t o  the ha l l ;  there was a h a l l  over one of the clothing 
s tores  tha t  rented t o  such as tha t .  Medlcine shows c m  in and we were 
t ickled t o  death t o  go and heat? them. You lmm, they orlly charged twenty 
cents admittance and Pa had e n o w  t o  get us Mds i n  every tine. We'd get 
a s e a t  laugh out of them fellows. Some of them were splendfd ventri loquist ,  
you know, even In that age, and they'd have their  d d e s  out them and perfom. 

1'11 never forget.  There was one fellow @;ot throwed out of  the show o s  some- 
thing, a ventri loquist ,  and he corn t o  rrly dad and wanted t o  work fo r  him, on 
the fm, and Dad says, "Well, I can't  afford t o  hire you. I just can't  afford 
t o  do It . I 1  He says, ''If you want t o  work for your board, you can. " Well, 
he s t a r t ed  I n  worklng fo r  h i s  boasd. He never fa i led  t o  go t o  tom. From the 
Trout place it was only two rni1.e~ and a half  t o  walk In, you know. He went t o  
town, I guess, every n i m t .  I don't know whether he boozed o r  not, but he w a s  
playing t r i cks  on everybody. 

He cam In  one nL@t just  a laughing f i t  t o  dle. He'd corn horn throu@ the 
ra in ,  and he sa ld  there  was an old fellow that he knew [who] skarted out of 
town jus t  about the  ti^^ he did tha t  was driving a team o r  horses t o  a wagon 
and the rain was pouring down as hard as (lau&Sls) . . . And he says, "1 got 
behind t h i s  wagon and I says, 'Whoa! Don1 t run over a fellow, would you? ' I' 
( l a w t e r )  He  says, "That o ld  man says, Well, I dld.ni t see ya. " (laughter) 
And he says, 'Well, I'm r ight  here. You could have seen w." And he said the 
old rran got down and raced c lear  around tha t  team-It 's awful. (la@ter) 
By golly, he mde rrle w a n t  t o  be a ventriloquist the Womt ever, because he could 
pull more stmts, tha t  way. 

He would chase bumblebees mound the room fo r  us kids, just  t o  please us, you 
know, He'd start a burhlebee i n  tha t  corner, he'd take a cloth of s o w  kind, 
he'd be f lying along the cei l ing,  r e a l  clear.  He'd never get wfthln s i x  fee t  
of you. (laughter) He f lna l ly  ppt another show t o  ,p with; asappewed, we 
never hcasd of him afterwards. 

9. What other e o f c n t e r t a l . m n t d i d t h e y h a v e b e s i d e s t h e s e  vmtri loquists  
i n  these shows? 't" 
A. Well, we had l o t s  of partles. Tne young people had parties, They played 

6See addenda item 46. 
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gams and they played dancing garres--skip-to-qf-Zou and so Qn was about the 
s m  as a danc1.q g;3m~. Didn ' t have t o  have music for It, you know. We 
sang. ltSk1p t o  P& Lou, FQ Darling. 'I You've heard that. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, they played those kinds of w s  and then they played chasades. 
They also bad drawing contests and spellfng contest. We had plenty of 
ent e r t a h m n t  . We enj oyed ourselves, usually, 

Q. Where did you u s ~ l . l y  do these? 

A .  Well, l o t s  of t l m s  the w o u l d  be at the schoolhouse but mre times they 
would be i n  a private My folks would have a par ty ,  and your folks 
would have the next pa r t ,  probably. So, w e  had p m i e s  pi&$ along. Every- 
body went. It wasn't just  kids. Grown folks and a11 went, and they had 
e n t e r t a i m n t  f o r  them as well as f o r  the kids. 

Then, we f h a l l y  got t o  having country-dances, had som flddlers in the country 
and had country-dances. They w e r e  a11 swinang dances, there w a n  ' t walWhg,  
o r  schottische, o r  goose-step, o r  anything of tha t  type them &ys . Hold-Thelr- 
Hands-Round, and so on-Do-Si-Lh. 

H.B. Be r t ,  t e l l  hilm about Dow St r ider  bringing up the cakewalk couples f r o m  
S t .  Louis, the Neaoes. 

A. Oh, yes, Dow, one of the mrchants i n  Raymnd, he was really the leading 
merchant of the  town, and a f t e r  I mved LI$ here, he began brLnglng cakewalkers, 
N e p e s  mrn St.  huis ,  every Saturday nl@t and put on a cakewalk. He paid 
them h b r ~ c l f  and dld it t o  advertize hZs s t o w ,  draw a crowd, yo know, and, Us we saw cakewalks and a l l  k h d  of ant ics  per famd,  jus t  that way. 

Q. How ofien did m y  of the family get t o  Hllsbom, in those days? 

A. Well, we only went when it was necesswy. I think tha t  they went down 
there and paid thei r  taxes. I think they had t o  e;o once a year adl8ay thei r  
taxes and t h a t ' s  a l l  I recall t ha t  they made the t r i p  t o  Hillsborn, Hil lsborn 
wasn't visi ted;  oh, it wasn't--we never went, t o  it one tim i n  t e n  tims t o  
Lltchfileld, o r  Raymnd, and . . . 
Q. How about F m r s v l l l e  or  Hmvel? 

A .  Well, Fammvi l l e  wasn t i n  existence yet .ll Jdarvel was j ust a depot and 

'see addenda item 48. 

9 ~ e e  addenda I t e m  49. 

1 0 ~ .  A i l o r a n  later corrected t h i s  t o  say  the purpose of v i s i t i ng  was not 
to pay taxes. See addenda item 50 for the verbatim t e x t  of the  correction and 
f o r  a ascuss ion  of t a x  collection mthods. 
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a section house and so on, at tha t  t im.  R a p n d w a s  really the bi st 
trading point for--well, Morrisonville develped a pre t ty  good townYFanci 
they had e v e ~ y t h h g  tha t  Raymond had--lu&eryard, blacksrrdth , and such. 
R a y m d  had, at one t im, two blacksmith shops because a l l  konwork had to 
be done by blacksrdths . Everything, your plows had to be shaqmned every 
so often and the cul t ivator  shovels and a l l  of those, 'I'hose smiths would 
heat hat s t e e l  and pound it out so it w a s  sharp, without any g lnd ing ,  at 
all.13 Them wasntt any grinding. lbey just pounded it out until it was 
sharp. 

We usually had t o  take the plow share In twice a mnth  because it would wear, 
the t h i n  edge would wear off  of it a half  inch or so.  !!%en you couldn't get 
your plow i n  the ground worth 2 tJlm when you wanted t o  s t a A  a t  the cnd and 
so on. Practically a l l  of thcm were walklng plows up till we mved up t o  the 
Cerlach place, then they b e p n  t o  bring out the  old Case share that never 
needed sharpening. It was thick as your flnger, but it was so adjusted in 
between the wheels tha t  you could get it i n  the ground, with a lever. You'd 
push a Lever over and it would lean f a r  mourn forward t o  get It In the ground. 
It had a moldboard made of the sam klnd of s t e e l  as the share and those thin@ 
lasted i n d e f h i t c l y  . My, they did last. 

9. How rrsny bottom did you have on a plow i n  those days? 

A. One. 

. Jus t  one. 

A. Just one. &, yes. men they got the two-bottom plow, that was an 
h o v a t i o n .  I was  a grown man before I ever saw a gang plow. 

Q. a, I s  t ha t  rl@lt? 

A. Yes, 9Menty yeam old. 

Q. Were these walkhg plows? They did have wheels, dldn't they? 

A. Well, no, the walking plow didn't have any wheels. It was Just a beam 
with a mldbomd on ft and a share and two handles out here. You s e t  the 
depth of it i n  the gmund by the clevls  on the end of the beam. A clevis 
w a s  put on the end of the beam and it had holes, like t ha t ,  up t h r ~ u &  it, 
and i f  you wanted the plow t o  go i n  the $round so deep, you se t  you doubletme 
way here, tha t  you hitched onto. If  you didn't want so mch, you put it 
In the bottom. Tnen, you shoved It i n  the p u n d  by t lpplng tha t  beam at the 
end of the f i e ld .  You tipped the beam down, she would take hold, then you 
level led up and went ahead. 

Q. Then tha t  was the kind you were using on the Gerlach place? 

12see addenda item 52. 

13see addenda item 53. 
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A. Yes, Yes, but they had got some wheels on a few of them by tha t  t k .  
Those Case plows, as I t e l l  you, began comlng ln to  the country and . . . 
but Dad didn't own one of them. He nevw did. He always borrowed a Case 
and it would usually be t o  plow wheat-ground with because wheat-ground was 
hard and tha t  o ld  hard share--didntt bother It at a l l .  It was just mde f o r  
tha t  kiind of work. 

Q. Was there any other type of work tha t  you needed *om the blacksmith shop? 

A. Oh, yes. We had t o  have singletrees and doubletrees mde and hooks put 
on them and holes bored i n  them. Then, they began developing r o l l e r s .  They 
would have a t r e e  cut in the tFmber tha t  ws, oh, sornethlng l l k e  that t h r o w .  

Q About a foot and a half thick. 14 

A. And they would saw that  i n t o  the length of ro l l e r s  and they would t rue  
that  a l l  up. They'd put it on the tab le  and take a hand ax. They'd make 
tha t  a plwnb round log, s m  s ize  on both ends and a l l ,  you know, and then 
they would put pins In there and fasten them and they'd put it in a fl.m 
out here tha t  would l e t  the log tu rn  and they put a seat on  the^ and you 
could  rid^ tha t  thing, fo r  weight, and m h  clods, you know. Tim horses could 
pu l l  i t ,  

Q. Did t h i s  replace the drag i n  any way? 

A. Well, not necessarily. That drag was somthing they stuck t o  a l l  the t im 
u n t i l  I was . . . Oh, well, I used it af'ter I came up here ln 19L0, used a 
drag. The drag w a s  a leveler ,  you know. It f i l l e d  the holes tha t  the plow 
would miss, o r  skip.  Got your ground In shape so  tha t  you could plant your 
seed the same depth. That was the Idea of a l l  of t ha t .  Get it so you could 
plant the s a w  depth. 

Q. What w a s  the purpose of the r o l l e r ,  then? 

A. The purpose of the r o l l e r  was to compact tha t  plowed grnmd.15 You Imow, 
you plowed the @~ound in the sprbg and worked it down, Then, they wanted 
t o  compact it so it would hold mis tu re .  If  you lefi It loose, as it was 
from the  plow and the drag, it would dry out d m  t o  the plow-pan. So, you 
wanted to pack it t o  hold tha t .  Soon as corn would get abou t tha t  hi&, why 
they ro l led  It. They'd straddle a r o w  and ro l l  t h r o w  and then they'd turn 
around. Well, this r o w  was at the end of the  roller. When you twned mmd,  
why you rol led t h i s  one on the other side and kook a new one in the middle 
and s ta r ted  another one over there. 

When we worked In the t i r b e r ,  t ha t  was one thing tha t  those woodworkmn were 
very part icular  about. 'They wanted Dad t o  cut a l l  of thei r  s o l l h g  tMer 
because he was careful about It. Felled it so it didn t crack and sp l in t e r ,  
They would go i n  the t imer and pick the trees they wanted and buy them f r o m  
the man who owned the tlmber and put their m k  on them, they'd shave of f  a 

14see addenda Item 54. 
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place and put t h e i r  n m  on that  t r ee ,  and then send us t o  cut them, cut 
t h ~ m  Up. 

Q. Was there any p&icular  type of wood tha t  they . . . 
A. Y e s .  They l&ed t o  use bur r  oak o r  white oak. Burr oak, largely.  Do 
you know a bu r r  oak f r o m  a white oak? 

Q. No, sir, 

A. It bas ovcrcup acorns. You've seen them, the b ig  acorn t ha t  f i t s  down 
In  a cup like this? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, tha t  ' s  a burr oak and then the white oak has a l i t t l e  straight 
acom l i k e  tha t .  Both of them are very lasty wood. They mde posts of 
white oak mre than anything e lse ,  but the bum oak w a s  what they wanted 
f o r  rollers. 

I rernerrber one t r e e  tha t  we cut that we had a jubberish tire adoh@; it. 16 

h e  of the woodworkers cam out of Raymnd and b o w t  the tree,  It stood 
right on the bank of the creek, just rimt on It, and the creek was  t en  
feet  down there,  to the water, and tha t  was a jubberish tackling t o  keep 
tha t  tree f r o m  wing across that  creek, you know. Well, we worked and 
wedged and worked. Used a cross-cut saw t o  saw It down and we -aged t o  
throw it exactly where we wanted 4 t  and they got four rollers out of tha t  
one tree! They e v e  ten dollass fo r  the tree and @t four rollers t ha t  
would s e l l  f o r  twenty-five dol lars  apiece when they were flnlshed, you h o w .  

Q In those years when you were here at  the Trout place arld the Cterlach 
place, did you ever p t o  the s t a t c  f'a:'~r o r  go t o  Springfield? 

A. I never went t o  the sta.tc fair u n t i l  I worked f o r  Tom Rlchart'dson i n  1898. 
That was the first  ti^ I ' d  ever been t o  the state fair. H s  arls were p9ng  
and he wanted somebody t o  go with them and I w a s  the hired mn so we a l l  went 
together. We stopped and plcked the Bumets here and all went together, a 
bunch of young people, you k n o ~ , ~ ~ a n d  we spent the day until-they ran an 
excursion train t o  do it and tha t  t r a i n  wafted u n t i l  eleven o'clock f o r  us t o  
get on. They had $Ireworks and a balloon ascension and a11 of those things 
tha t  were rea l ly  s i a t - s e e i n g  t o  us. Then they had e n t e r t a i m n t  on a stage 
sMlar  t o  a theater .  That was my f1rs t  t r i p  t o  the s t a t e  f%ir. I never 
fosgot it. And the next year, of course, we went agailn. 

I went t o  the s t a t e  fair u n t i l  you couldn't get t o  see the racing. 1 got 
disgusted with them. They got so they would se l l  all their racing t i cke t s  
t o  Sprbgf ie ld  ahead of tlm and you couldn't get a seat  t o  save your life 
and go out there.  When they did tha t  to me the second hime I safd, 'Well, 
no more  statc falr, I' 11 stay  horn. " Because I went fo r  the races, a f t e r  
t ha t  t f m .  I ' d  seen a l l  these exhiblts and so on. 

lbsee a l so  addenda item 54. 

17see addenda Item 56. 
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I went t o  see the f'lrst alrplane there.  They b m w t  in an a i r p l w e .  1 
p r e s m  that w a s  i n  . . . Oh, l e t ' s  see, I expect tha t  was about . . . 
about 1900, I Imgine.  Did they have them then? 

Q. No, sir. I think the first one In  Springfield landed them in 1911, 
i f  I reumber correctly.  

A. Well, anyhaw I w a s  a t  the falr , tha t  year, and I wanted t o  see tha t  
thing on the ground. They flew it, you know. They had a 
there.  Why, he done s tunts  tha t  scared the  l i f e  out of TIE 

FAD OF  TAPE'^ 
A. He'd f l y  out and flop over and cow back over us wlth h l s  head ahanghg 
down and he was going l i k e  a cannonball, you how, and I ran Inside of a 
building every t ime. So, he had that i n  a tent and T pald t h i r t y  cents t o  
gc I n  and see that thing on the ground. I wanted t o  see it. 'I"ney wouldn't 
Let you touch it because the w i  were just canvas covered, at that time. 
They wouldn't l e t  you touch it .  %' 

Q. How did you celebrate the Fourth of July I n  those days? 

A. Well, they usually had a celebration at ~aymnd.  Had a parade. They 
had a band at Faymnd all the t l ~  I was powtng up. I mess  It cam out 
of the  school, I don't know. I never went t o  school there but  1 think tha t  
was the starting of i t .  Then they got outside help f'rorn fellows that we= 
Interested in music, you know. They had a real  q o d  band. They had a p a ~ k ,  
at tha t  t im,  where the grade school now stands. That w a s  the m n d  park. 
It was quite a good sized one and very pretty. It was a l l  m p l e  t rees  but it 
was a very p r e t t y  park. They would start them with the band and m c h  in t o  
town and then clear throum town t o  the south end and then turn around and 
come back, up the s t r e e t ,  I always marched ri&t beside them a l l  the tW 
(lamter) while I w a s  a kid.  

Q. Did they have speeches on those days? Do you ~rrrsrber any? 

A. Yes, they usually had som fellow. Pol i t lc lan of som so r t .  I wasn't 
Interested in pol l t lcs  them days. I didn't  pay any at tent ion t o  hb. If 
he had some good jokes, he got them of f  a t  the st&-off, usually. I'd 
l i s t e n  t o  the jokes. Then they had p e r f o m y s ,  too. They'd get much like 
the carnival today, you know. They'd get som of that In later on, I don't 
think I ever saw any of tha t  while I was a kid, but later on they pt them in. 

''see addenda item 57. 

1 9 ~ f o r e  completing the review of interview session No. 3, MI? 
volunteered additLona1 narration. Sec addenda ltem 58. 

20b. A i k m  l n t w  c o n f i m d  tha t  t h l s  w a s  after 1910. For vfrbatlm 
c o m n t  , see addenda item 60. 
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Q. Did they have fireworks i n  the evening? 

A. Yes. Flrewarks at night. That was beautlf'ul. 

Q. How did you wo~k that 7 When you had the mllkhg t o  do at horn, how did 
you m a g e  t o  s tay In the evening? 

A. Well, we just l e t  the cows hold it until we st horn. 22 (laughter) 

Q. I see. C a n  you rerrmber what a display of fireworks was l i ke ,  what kinds 
theg had? 

A. Well, they had R o m  candles, skyrockets, and they had a few real Chlnese 
creations, the Arerlcan flag, you how, and, oh, the picture of the President 
and such as tha t .  They had a few of those exclusive things but those things 
cost and they didn't have money. The mrchants pret ty  nearb put on the celebra- 
tion. They just chipped i n  out of t h e i r  pockets t o  put on the celebration. 
The best fireworks I ever saw was at P u e b l ~ ,  Colorado. 

Q. Oh, is tha t  PI@? 

A. Yes, tha t  was the A r q y  put them on. They r e a l l y  had fireworks and theg 
had some of those two-Inch cannon and I @;ot a front seat and wished I hadn't. 
( l aue te r  ) 

Q. They r e a l l y  banged away, huh? 

A. Oh, they hocked your eardmurs out, you mow, when they'd shoot them wlthin 
four feet  of you. 

Q. m a t  year was t ha t ?  Do you remerrber? W a s  tha t  later? 

A. Pardon? 

Q. What year w a s  tha t?  

A. That was 1926. We mde a t r i p  out there and we went t o  the Fourth of 
July. I ~emrrber tha t  d is t inc t ly .  

Q. I wonder, Wamner was . . . 
A. Waggoner be@--as soon as the ral l road got through, why they built-didn't 
have a depot, you mow, at f i r s t ,  but they s t w e d  i n  t o  builld one. Then 
George F ~ o k s  jumped ri@t i n .  He saw a good business i n  coal because we were 
driving t o  Nilwood t o  a mine f o r  coal, throu& t h i s  section. & o ~ g e  saw a 
good chance fo r  a coal business and he built a coal b in ,  right off ,  soon as 
the rallroad was able t o  br ing cars to it. In addltlon to t ha t ,  he put in a- 
lm'beryard and b e p n  handling the lmbcr  khat the f m m  needed. Then the  
town begin t o  develop, over on the other side,  you bow,  of the railroad. They 
had one o r  two restaurants,  short orders, that sprung up there; two grocery 
stores and a hardware s tore  tha t  built right dong.  They were not long Fn 

2 2 ~ e e  addenda Item 61. 
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building up untll it was a Tairly decent l i t t l e  town, and then along about 
19 . . . I guess about 1914, tha t  b m d .  

The whole north side bumed except the bank, They had put in tbe bank by 
that t lm and bu i l t  It of brick and It d l d n i t  burn. It was the only building 
tha t  w a s  l e f t  on tha t  side.  Just  cleaned the hadware stox and the town 
ha l l  and one e;rocery s tore  and, l e t  IIE see,  one fellow had a klnd of a Li t t le  
clothing store there and it got it. It was next t o  the bank. That was a 
t e r s lb l e  loss ,  ,gt a l l  of the records--the church records and everything e l se  
were In  tha t  town hall, you know. They were pot in a safe, They jus t  had a 
desk tha t  w a s  a l l  wood, of: course, and they locked a l l  the books and things i n  
tha t .  Nobody bothered them. Nobody would think of @mg i n  there and t c a s h g  
them up, like now. Nowadays, they'd d n  them, but a l l  of t ha t  bumed and so 
w e  lost--we don't have aqy record when our church was b u i l t .  

Q. Oh, 1s t ha t  r i @ t ?  

A.  That burned up. They've depended on me t o  try to remrrber. Well, I 'm 
not SUE. I think It was b u i l t  i n  1884. 

Q, Which church was tha t?  

A. What? 

Q. Which church? 

Q. The Baptist church. 23 

A. Yes. And I ' m  not even sure of tha t  but It jus t  seems t o  rre l i k e  tha t  was 
the year it was  b u i l t  because I how the folks went t o  it when I =--as 1 
t o ld  you, they had t o  take rw out for  the baptizing. I t h o m t  they was 
drownZng them. 

Q. When Waggoner b e ~  t o  develop tha t  way, you had been goUg to Raymond. 
Did you change t o  Waggoner fo r  Saturday nights o r  Saturday a f t e m o n s ?  

A. Well, no, but we'd go I n  any tlm i n  the week t o  WagEpner; was close, you 
know; run i n  there and buy groceries. Probably we wouldn't go t o  Rayrmnd but 
once a week, No, those gruceryren who had cam led  us a11 the t*, well, we  
s t i l l  patmnlzed them as much as possible because they had been so good t o  us, 
Then, t h i s  Dow Strider w a s  a cut-rate m. He sold sugar, ten pounds f o r  a 
dollar ,  when s q p ~  was a good deal hi@er than t h a t b u t  he sold It and he'd 
se l l  out a bar re l  of it on Saturday n i@t .  He a l so  mde a rate on f lour  and 
he sold l o t s  of f lour .  So, we couldn't Just turn away from them kind of thlln@;s, 
you how. 

Q. Could you k h d  of g ive  a descriptlon of what his grocery store looked Eke?  

2%. iiiiomn l a t e r  cormrented tha t  the other two churches now i n  
Waggoner were constructed about the s a m  tiw. See addenda ltem 62 for 
verbatim t ex t .  

Bert Aikman Memoir, Vol. II -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



Ber t  Aikm.n 

How he stored things? 

A. It just  looked like a good p c e r y  now. He had shelves. Not many 
canned goods, of course. They dldn' t have them but he had the cracker- 
barrels  and the crackell-boxes and he had c m d  mats. Tney d ldnl t  have 
butchers i n  there at tha t  t h e .  They had c a d  mats, you know; ham, bacon, and 
and so on. Didn't have iceboxes, e i ther ,  mt l l  they got t o  buLlding ice- 
houses and putting in the i ce ,  you know. There wasn't my refrigeration. 

Str ider  was a very progrwsive mrchant and he raised two boys. One of them 
i s  at the head of the  e l ec t r i ca l  work over here a t  Vlrden now, I thlulk, and 
the other one w a s  a--he took a Job wlth a S t .  Louis wholesale home and sole 
groceries a l l  up and down the Wabash s a i l m a d  and, I expect, up and down t h i s  
I . C .  [ l l l l n o i s  Central Railroad]. He w r i e d  a Raymnd girl and I think they're 
both dead. I haven't hewd of Frank Stridel' i n  I don1 t know how long. 

I liked both of the boys, especially the  one tha t  studied electpici ty  . He 
put I n  the first lights for  Raymnd. He  put in a Delccl plant down along the 
railroad. It was r n ~  than a farm Delco. It was large enough t o  l imt  the 
whole town by &g thc m t o r  while he dild It, you ~QIOW, but he furnished 
the e l ec t r l c l ty  and he wired the town and put i n  e lec t r i c i ty .  That was a 
great fascination t o  E, was t o  ,p down--we went t o  town as kids on Saturday 
n i m t  and, t o  k i l l  time, I used t o  loaf with him quite a l o t  just t o  see tha t  
old d y n m  work, I did love t o  watch it. It w a s  direct current and you could 
take two s t icks  and hold on the thing while It was runnirlg. It didn't shock 
you so hard but what you could hold it and that was f lm fop me, t o  take two 
carbon s t icks  and stand there and ttrrrrrrrrr." ( l a m t e r )  

Q. And get a tingle porn it, huh? About when was that? 

A. Oh, tha t  was . . . that  was after we had moved down t o  the country. I'd 
imglne  tha t  was . . . well, now l e t  IE see. I was a boy b ig  enough ta work 
out on the farm. I was about th i r teen  years old. Seventy-elmt and thilrteen 
would be eighty-seven--or would be ninety-one, wouldn't It? 

Q. Would be ninety-one, o r  so. 

A. Well, I guess it was along about that  t im tha t  he put tha t  i n  and that 
was the l igh t s  f o r  Rayrmnd u n t i l  the C . I. F. S. [Central ILlinols Power Service] 
came in .  [As use] wore them lamps out, you know, [he] renewed them, kept on 
l ight lng  the  town. The l imts that were street l i gh t s  were two carbon sticks 
t ha t  stood about; t ha t  f a r  apart .  

Q About an inch. 

A. He had t o  go over the town and se t  them everyday. You probably h o w  mre 
about tha t  than I do. 

Q. No, silr. 

A. And he would go everyday and s e t  down these cxrbon s t icks  t o  the ri&t 
distances apart; and then at nipbt, when he turned on tha t  switch, they'd ll@t 
up the town real  good but you could pick up a wagon load of bugs (lau@jnter) 
going t h r o u a  town the next mrning, that  had flown into t ha t  arc .  
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Q. Been electrocuted, huh? 

A. Yes. But they had l i t t l e  bulbs f o r  the houses and the stores, of Course. 
Edison bad perfected them. 

Q. Well, l e t ' s  see, about 1889 or  1890, you mved d m  t o  the v l c b i t y  of 
I-Ioney Bend, then? 

A. Well, l e t  l s see . . . I impJne that ' s about ri@t, somthlng l ike  tha t  
because, If I remmber ri@jnt, I w a s  eleven years old. . T h a t l l l b e ,  sevcnty- 
eight . . . eleven and a half . . . that; would be eighty-eight, no, tha t  
would be ei@ty-nine. Yes, I t h h k  tha t  Is about r lght  . 

Q. A couple of tlms you've referred t o  the farm down there as the "how 
fm." Why a d  you c a l l  it the horn farm? 

A. Because it was i n  our hands up u n t i l  my mother died and then We sold it. 
'There's f ive acres down there yet tha t  s t i l l  belongs t o  rqy brother's children. 
h Q  t h i rd  brother b o w t  the farm when it sold under the hammer. He bought it, 
settlng up nly m t h e r l s  es ta te .  He bou@t the for ty acres and bought som m3Fe 
land with it. He was be t t e r  fixed than Dad. Me was a p r e t t y  good f m e r  and 
good wlth stock. He was  able t o  rent  tinberland wound there that men were 
glad t o  have fenced, t o  keep down weeds, you how. He had quite a g o d  b l g  
scope of t e r r i t o r y  tha t  he fenced i n  and raised ca t t l e .  He made mre mney 
out of them than he did from farming, grassing those c a t t l e  and se l l ing  them 
fo r  feeders. 

Q How fm was that  for ty acres from Honey Bend i t s e l f ?  

A. About two mlles. I don't how exactly, but I would say two mlles, north. 

Q. So It was closer t o  Honey Bend than it was t o  Raymnd? 

A. Oh, yes. We were three and a ha l f  mlles f'rom Rayrrs,nd--but Honey Bend d idn ' t  
amount t o  anything as a business place. We never bad gone there mtl l  I went 
i n  the off lce t o  learn telepaphlng.  We never patronized it. Never even went 
t o  par t ies  down there. It was a whole new t e r r i to ry  tha t  I broke in to  down 
there as a young fellow, studying telegraphlug, you know, Then, the boys cam 
t o  go with me t o  par t ies  and so on. 'Then I got rqy wife t o  wait for  r~ and 1 
b o w t  a house In there f lna l ly .  P a l d  for  it with Dad's help, father-In-law's 
help. They went rqy notes and I had a house paid fo r  when I got m s i e d ,  but 
you wouldn't think i t  was much of a house i f  you'd see It now, but it did us. 
Anyhow, w e  l ived there f ive years a f t e r  we weye m r l e d .  

It had two l i t t l e  s tores  i n  it tha t  you could get groceries out of;  sugar 
and f lour  and bacon, coffee, t h a t ' s  about all you could buy in them, They 
didn t have any refr igerat ion or  anything e i ther ,  you know. One of them had 
the post office in it. 

Honey Bend had a post off lce Porn the very beglming of it because there was 
a f',ml.ly of Crawfords that owned tha t  land and the rai l road had t o  go through 
t h e i r  property and they wnuldi'l; s e l l  t o  the  r d l r o a d .  'They Insls ted on owning 
the land. They l e t  them go t h o u @  but they stlll owned tha t  land and they got 
a l o t  of concessions through the rai l road.  They ppt tha t  post off ice there 
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and nobody could mve it, e i ther ,  as Long as any of them lived because they 
kept tha t  post office there.  It didn ' t  pay, I know. Didn't pay the post- 
m s t e r ,  but by m n n h g  a l i t t l e  s tore  wlth i t ,  he could keep agolng. We 
had four mils out of there a day, when 1 went in as a student. We had 
hangers tha t  we hung it on and they grabbed it o f f .  Fast trains, you  TIO OW, 

Four mrlls a day went out of there.  

Q. You indicated e a r l i e r  tha t  when you mved down there,  you found it quite 
different l iv ing  next t o  the tirrber. What types of things did you do i n  the 
t m e r  other than the working? What types of ,@ws o r  playing? 

A. Well, we had squirrels t o  hunt there and there w a s  a l so  what they called 
wood hens, tha t  day, they were sor t  of a grouse; and rabbi ts ,  and quail ,  and-- 
there wasn't any praLrie chicken in  the t i h e r .  Prair ie  chickens stayed out 
hem, you know. T h c ~ l s  p ra i r l e  chickens out here but none i n  the timber, 
That wood hen that  I spoke of ,  tha t  rooster drutrmd. He d r m d  l i k e  a p ra l r i e  
chicken. Did you ever hear a p ra i r i e  chicken drum? 

Q. No, sir, I never have. 

A. W d l ,  I just  wondered if you had. d fellow would drum. He d jus t  

He'd s t r u t  and drag h i s  wlngs and rrake tha t  noise w l t h  a thing here on h i s  
throat and tha t  grouse could do the  sam thing i n  the t inher .  

I don't mow of anythhg i n  the way of arnusemnt i n  the tirrber. We hunted 
and fished, and swam i n  the creek. That was the m l n  hobbies. 

Q. What kind of f i s h  were you catching in those days f h r n  the , . . 
A ,  Usually catfish.  We ca-t som what w e r e  a native perch here, They were 
similar t o  a b luegl l l .  Not near as good a eating fish, though, as a bluegi l l ;  
but they looked much l i k e  them and would b i t e  worn ,  you know. We never caught 
any buffalo o r  c q .  They were i n  the creek because people cam down there 
and s e b e d  tha t  creek and they ' d get a half a jwagonload of suckers and. buffal o 
and carp. They couldn't catch ca t f i sh  so p o d  wlth a s e h e  because they'd 
bury In  the mud, you how, but we could catch them wLth hooks. 

Q. And you did s w i m  in the creek, then? 

A.  Oh, yes. We had a swimming hole. Soon as we'd fWsh dinner, we'd beak, 
her fo r  the swlmning hole as f a s t  as we could, taking o f f  our clothes as we 
went. Time we got there,  a l l  we did was step out of o w  pants and dive In. 
( l a M t  e r  ) 

Q. How deep was the swllmning hole? 

A. Well, we could have it over our head; it graduated, it was washed out. 
But there was a log on the bottom of tha t  deep par t  and I reroeher one tlrne 
I was a l i t t l e  too eager at diving i n  and T hit tha t  log and J; just peeled 
n~yself -om here to here. 

2 4 ~ e  addenda item 63. 
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Q. Rimt down the nose, huh? 

A. I learned t o  d v e  over the log. (laughs ) Well, the ra lkoad  was 
e n t e r t a l m n t  t o  us, too, because they had a wreck about . . . Oh, when 
was I t ?  It was before I thought of being a telegraph operator. 1 guess 
it was about 1918, sorewhere along i n  there,  There was a Wreck ocCwTcd, 
a bmken wtteel, ri&t i n  the past- tha t  was west of our house arld the 
cars come up the bank, lef't t he i r  wheels down qn the t rack and cam? up. 
There w a s  th i r teen  cars p i led  a t  tha t  tim, Three af them were loaded 
with bacon and two of them were loaded wlth e m  and two were loaded with 
crackers and--the three that  were loaded with bacon, they had to transfer 
that  bacon. Wen they got the t rack la3.d a&n, they had t o  t ransfer .  I 
never f e l t  so  somy for section m n  in rny life as I dld--that happened on 
Sunday mrnlng, and section E n  didn't  work on Sunday. They'd gone visit- 
ing and they called f o r  them. They called for  all the section m n  on tha t  
division as quick as the wreck occurred. It occurred about seven o'clock 
i n  the mrning. 

It c a w t  f i r e  irfmdlately and we ran down with buckets. We had a l i t t l e  
place t o  water the hogs i n ,  Jus t  a l l t t l e  pool, and we took the water out 
of tha t  and put out the Mre. Well, then when the head . . . boss of the . . . 
what do I want t o  say? 

Q. Section crew, o r  . . . 
A. He w a s  the . . . detective! The head detective got there.  He took 
char& of everything a d  nobody could touch anything, only with his consent. 
The conductor fmredlately went t o  him and he says, llNow, l i s t en  here, these 
people saved t h i s  whole wreck. They put tha t  fire out . I 1  And he says, "I 
think they ought t o  have anything they want that's s t i l l  hcrc." And lie [the 
detective] says, "Well, they should have." He says, "See i f  t h e y ' l l  give IE 
a dinner. I f  11 pay for  it, but I ' d  l fke  t o  ea t  dlnner up there.  I' 

There was two cars of gingersnaps. There was gingersnaps that thick along 
t ha t  riat-of-way. 

Q. Two feet thick, huh?25 

A. And we carried ghgcrsnaps _in everything we could carry them In, up t h e w ,  
and stuck them around the barn and the house and everythllng; and there was 
cheese thils b l g  .Trowld, t ha t  thick, that were broken, tha t  they c~uldn't s e l l  
and we had a bunch of them. Chcese and gingersnaps . . . and sausags! 
There was sausages of a l l  klnd and one car was a refPi$erator car  tha t  wrecked 
and it had lakcf'ish i n  It and these sausages and so on, you know. Well, they 
sold those fish, auctioned them o f f ,  because they knew they couldn't t ransfer  
them. The neimbors all around there bought them but we didnvt. We never 
got any f i sh .  We @t sausage of every kind there was ,  I guess, from bologna 
down, took it horn wlth us. 

2 5 Mr. Alkmn l a te r  sa id  the co0hj.e~ were shovelled of f  the track 
and tha t  chfldren took off  t h e i r  overalls,  t ied  the le@, and used these 
as sacks for carrying. For the full verba tw t ex t ,  see addenda item 64, 
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They went t o  tearLng the cam apart t o  get them out of the way so they couLd 
bwn, and the old detective says, "Can you use t h a t  lurrOe~?~' and Dad says, 
1' Yes, I can. " I<@ says, "Gc ahead and take all of it you wan t .  " So we got 
t h e 2 p p  of a barn out of those car wrecks and, oh, it was wor%hwhile fo r  
US. 

Then, there was one car that  was loaded with farm mchlnery tha t  come up In 
t ha t  pasture. It had mvers, and binders, and hay rakes . . . farm mchinery. 
We didn't  have any use for t ha t .  They could load It up, It wasn't damged, 
just left; the track. 

Well, at that t lm I wanted t o  be an er?@;lneer. So, I went and asked the 
fellow on the wo~k englne i f  I could get up In the cab with him. He s a p ,  
"Sure, boy, COE on up. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

A. So, I got i n  the cab, I says, 1 1 1 7 r n  p i n g  t o  be an engineer." He says, 
"You arre! l1 and I says, "Yes, 'I and he says, "Let m t e l l  you somthing, son. I' 
He says, 'IYou ea t  three meals a day, don I t  you?" and I s a p ,  "Yes, we do. " 
And he says, l'You sleep at night, too, don1 t you?" and I says, "Yes. I' Idell 
he says, l ' W d l ,  you see tha t  I1ve  been on hem now twenty-four hours without 
m y  sleep, I've had what l l t t l e  grub they've bl?ought t o  m. 1 haven't had 
a chance t o  go and ea t  at a table  I n  these twenty-four hours." He says, "You're 
crazy iT you think about being an engineer. You thlnk about somthtng else.'' 
Well, he took it a l l  out of re, you how, and then, I seen the f l r e m n  f i r e  
and what I had t o  go throu@, about sixteen nonths them &y3 &king before 
you wt an e n m e ,  you.how. So, he took it all out of m. 7 

But tha t  erghew-they tore  up those cars, they would take a p a t  chain 
w l t h  a great bilg hook, oh, as big as tha t ,  and they Id hook Znto the end of 
a boxcar and he'd take the whole s ide out of i t  i n  one piece. Just  back up 
wlth h i s  e n m e ,  you how. 

'They took a l l  of that bacon and pl led it up on the @und mtl l  they could 
get cars shoved in there t o  load i t .  They gpt the t rack rebui l t  and could 
bring i n  cars.  Then they reloaded the three carloads of bacon and those 
section E n  passed tha t  from one t o  the other, slabs of bacon and salt on 
the outside of it, It w a s  no t i r r e  u n t i l  they didn't have anything on t h e i r  
a m ,  just  wore o f f ,  and they had t o  work a l l  myA Boy, I dl61 f e e l  sorry 
for them fellows. We didn't get m y  of that bacon because they put Ilt a l l  
back i n  cars and shipped it out. The ham the S a m  way, But we dld get 
sausage. That car was busted a l l  up, tha t  refklgerator car. It wasn't W 
good at al l .  

The egg cars wept down f i r s t  and there was many, rclany cases o f  eggs in there 
they could take out, when they got the ca r  where they could get at it, and 
reload them and mve them on. 1 don't know what they done with them. The 
ones tha t  was busted up, why they gave them t o  anybody that would take them, 
t o  get them out of the way. 

Z b ~ e e  addenda item 65. 

2 7 ~ e e  addenda Itern 66. 
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B e r t  Allanan 

Q. Sir, you said that  1918 was the date. Could t ha t  have been 1908? 
Because i n  1910, you mved up here. That wodd have been before 1910. 

A. Oh, yes, I ' m  c lear  wong. We moved down there i n  the elght les ,  

H.B. It was before 1908 because I was a very l i t t l e  girl. 

H.B. No, I say it was before tha t ,  because I was a very 1ilttl.e gLr1 a t  
tha t  tirne . I w a s  only about five.  I was born In 1892. 

A. That was In the eight ies ,  you see.  I 'm gl$d you c a w t  tha t  Because 
tha t  was long before . . . 
H.B. It was about 1898. 

(pofiion not transcribed) 

Q. V a l  Str ider ,  the mrchant? 

A. Dow Str ider ,  S-T-R-I-SGR. 

Q. Okay. His f irst  nam, though, what . . . 
A. I T O - W .  He called h i s  grocery the J d o  Grocery. He had elephants all 28 
around the country here on cross-road signs. ?"ne Jwnbo Grocery 5n Raymond. 

END OF TAPE 

Q. ( A s  the tape begins, M r .  A i h m  is  speakhg of the mthod used on a corn 
planter t o  m u a l l y  space the drwpplng of the seeds before they had the wire 
with the notches on It so It could be done i n  tha t  mw.) 

A. Well, that  was Jus t  a frame with 2 wheels on it and 2 seats ,  a seat  fo r  
the driver and a seat f o r  the jerker, I guess that 's  what you'd call  him. 
He had a lever  that stood up there and he jerked It t h i s  way and it punched 
thc plate ,  you see, so as t o  drop and it reversed and went the other way, 
of course, and tha t  took in the next r o w .  So . . . no, I @Jess you had to 
jerk it the ri&t way a l l  the time. I think so.  We had m e r s  tha t  s p l i t  
the ground l i k e  they do today, runners tha t  sp l i t  the gound and then they'd 
h i t  tha t  cross sectilon there,  you trrted t o  put y o u  hill right In there.  Before 
tha t ,  they l a i d  of f  ground l i k e  tha t  and-now, I never s a w  that done but rr~y 
dad rented a piece of ground from an old fellow tha t  I used t o  talk t o  a p a t  
deal. I ' d  gc over t n  the f jeld;  I wasn't worklng, you know, so I could go over 
with Dad t o  the f i e ld .  'his old man was a tall man and he had a l i t t l e  b i b  of 

2 8 ~ e c  addenda item 67. 
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a short wife; people cal led them The Iang and The Short. He'd always say 
k t s y  w a s  the best--that was her n m ,  Betsy-was the mst a c c m t e  dropper 
tha t  we had In our neighborhood, sa id  she dmpped corn f o r  everybody. Well, 
she took a sack aound here and just took out three grains and dropped them 
In those places. 

Q. Just a sack around her  wals t  and masued it by eye, then? 

A. Yes, just dropped them i n  those crossplaces. You had t o  have it checked 
because they had t o  plow It both ways on account of weeds, you laow. They 
thought they ad, at l e a s t .  

Q How w a s  the checking done, you say you had a drag wlth spikes on it, o r  , , . 
A. No, they'd j u sb  make a drag with, l i k e  a sled, l i t t l e  sled, with two-by- 
four r m e r s .  A m stood on it so it made a clear  mark I n  the f i e ld .  And 
he went one way on the f ie ld ,  then turned crossways, then he was ready t o  
start h l ~  planter. So, tha t  took a m and two horses, you know. 

Then, after it was planted, they w a s  even afra3,d t o  harrow corn, at f i r s t .  
They was afYaid of k i l l i n g  it when it came t h r o m  the ground, you know. 
They was af'raid t o  harrow. But som venturesom soul that had s o w  very 
weedy ground harrowed it anyhow, at the r i sk  of losing a l l  of it, and they 
discovered tha t  corn could stand an awful l o t  of abuse. And SO, then it 
becam a general t h h g  t o  hasrow your corn just a f t e r  it came up t o  get the 
l i t t l e  weeds tha t  were start;lng. 

I ~ ~ m b e r  one time--Ben L o h m  l ived east  of m here--he cam horn one day 
and he had a bmnd-new s t e e l  harrow. We Id had wooden harrows a11 the t im 
and he had a brand-new s t e e l  [harrow] with long, sharp teeth and he t b w  
it of f  on rqy side on the road. He  says, "Now, Eat, whewver you want t o  
use thils harrow and I ' m  not u s h g  it, hiltch on." I says, "I 'd  lilke to h a r m w  
t ha t  twenty down there right now. " He says, "Go ahead. 'I And he got a pai r  
of doubletrees arld put on it and I hitched a two-horse team t o  it and went 
down there.  I didn't m e  any e f fo r t  t o  r ide  the thing because it was sharp. 
I got half'way through the M-eld and looked back and tumred around and went . . . 
(lams) . . . I thought I was  ruinlng every h i l l  of corn. You jus t  couldn't 
hardly see the corn, them sharp tee th ,  and it bore down i n  the $round, you 
how, t o  what we was used t o  and I went back and I took the hasrow up and 
unhitched. I went back and when 7: cultivated tha t  corn, I couldn't see a 
par t ic le  of difference i n  it and the other. It was as good a stand, you know. 
Well, I got braver the next year. We learned by t ryhg.  

Q. When you described the corn planter the other day, you talked about a 
hay rake tha t  you bu i l t  f o r  the back of the wagon . . . 
A. Yes. That w a s  the first rake. The sweep-r&e they called it. It was 
jus t  l l k e  you take a f o u ~ b y - s i x ,  l ay  it out there and cut notches tha t  you 
could put two-by-fours i n  and sharpen them [the two-by-fours] down t o  t h l s  
w a y ,  so theyt d f i t  t o  the pound, you see. And they were about flve fee t  
long and then on the end of t h i s  [the four-by-six], you made a round place so 
it could turn in its D m  and rounded the ends of it. It also had a thing 
back behind here t o  keep the hay fmm going over. 
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You'd start in t o  rake hay. You'd rake u n t i l  you got a f a i r l y  good rake 
jXLl and then you'd take hold of a couple of handles that was on the back 
here and r a i se  it up so tha t  those runners would s t i c k  i n  the pound and 
over she'd go. You know, It would just chmg sldes. Well, you just went 
ri@t ahead, you didn't even stop. You went ri&t ahead and picked up again 
for the next wbdmw and when you got t o  it, you went like t ha t  and OveP 
she went. That was a wonderfd thing became they'd been havlng t o  sake 
hay by hand and that  was the first hay rake tha t  I can remrrber of and  the^ 
was one corn into our country and I mess every rran i n  the whole country 
used it. It just went t o  every place they w a s  hayilng, b~tcause It was so 
speedy and accwate. 29 You could M e  nice stmi@ windrows, you Jmrrw. 

Q. How did you pul l  t ha t?  

A.  Two horses. 

Q.. Two horses. 

A. Yes, you'd drlve two horses and they'd go down thme and y could W e  
them step r ight  along, too. You d,idnlt have t o  d m g  about i t  ,glF you could 
s tep ri&t along because a l l  you had t o  do was t o  just glve that a jerk and 
those teeth would stick i n  the ground, over &he'd go, md keep agolng. 

32 Q. Was there any danger of you going over with It when it . . . 
A. Oh, no. It was just  the forks, o r  the runners tha t  turned over; you see 
the bar, or  the frame, tha t  I had hold of was sol ld.  It was what that end 
piece f l t  into, because I ' d  just  jerk it u$ eno@ for them fee t  t o  s t ick .  

Q. Were these han-de? 32 

A. Yes, Yes, it w a s  made by the woodworkers In the shops first, then some 
fellow be- &ng them i n  a factory and se l l ing  them a11 over the country, 
They wcnt a l l  over the s t a t e ,  I'm sure. 

Q. We talked about t l m t h y  and clover hay md something . . , 
A. Alfalfa was mknowi. 

Q. Oh? 

A. No, I never heard of alfalfa belng grown In t h l s  cawt ry  mt11 I mved 
G$ here in 1910. They were beginning t o  grow a l f a l f a  and the reason. they 
had so much trouble growing It w a s  because it had t o  be Inoculated. Now, 
you how,  I suppose, about the nodules tha t  p w  on a l l  of the bean family. 

2 9 ~ e e  addenda Item 68. 

3 0 ~ e e  addenda Item 69. 

31~ee addenda item 70. 

3 2 ~ e e  addenda i t e m  71. Bert Aikman Memoir, Vol. II -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



The1.r n l t r o g n  I s  @thered and stored In the m o t s  and It mkes l i t t l e  
round nodules. You had t o  get som of tha t  s a i l  and mLx it ,  a d  mix yow 
seed with that  stuff i n  It, and dampen the seed enough to rrake th t stick 
b e f o ~  you sowed It o r  your a l f a l f a  wouldn't munt t o  anythlrlg. 33 

They a lso  g r e w  sweet clover ahead of it, be* doing tha t .  Sweet clover 
grows t a l l ,  hi& as nly head, and they p e w  it for a green manure, t o  plow 
under, and it also had t o  be inoculated t o  s tarb with, but once It was 
inoculated, you could keep on powing that  field of it because It [the 
inoculation] stayed i n  the ground. 

Soybeans s t i l l  r e t a ln  t h e i r  inoculation pret ty  good. We had t o  inoculate 
a l l  the f i r s t  soybeans and we bou@t tha t  inoculation f r o m  the University 
[of I l l i no i s ] .  A s  it cam out, it  looked just l i k e  soot. Then you'd take 
a tub ful l  of beans and spread tha t  over It and just m i s t e n  them a l l k t l e  
so tha t  it would stay sticky, you know, and mke your beans black and so 
on. They'd develop nodules and as  soon as they pew about three crops of 
nodules on tha t ,  why, they began dmppkg tha t  [task]; there w a s  enough h 
the s o i l  t o  inoculate. 

Q. Did your dad g r o w  soybeans? 

A. No. Soybeans were not lonown until a f t e r  I mved up here, Zn f ac t ,  I 
had one of the first f i e lds  of it, soybeans. It was an wdmown crop t o  
me but it had promises, I thought, because them w a  so m y  thin@ they 
could mke with i t .  They made ma1 fo r  c a t t l e  out of it and they extracted 
the o i l ,  whZch was a cooking o i l ,  very ppod. And, oh, there was a l o t  of 
things tha t  soybeans were good for .  So, they developed rapidly,  or  cam 
Into the  countyy rapidly, but m y  mn wouldn't i nocda te ,  at first, and 
they got very poor yields.  It wouldn't yield half as much by ground inocu- 
la t ion,  but after they got it understood, why, there ' s  where F m  Bureau 
stepped i n .  

F m  Bureau developed about tha t  t l ~ .  I n  fac t ,  the f i r s t  Farm Bureau we 
had at Hillsboro s tas ted  a f t e r  I moved up here i n  1910. We had an awful 
good leader down there; a fellow at the head of it, tha t  was  i n  the  office,  
was an a g r i c u l t m l  graduate and a very srmt fellow and a very decent fellow. 
I n  fac t ,  he wanted t o  help. Be wanted t o  mke it go over and a l l  you had 
t o  do w a s  t o  get; on the phone and c a l l  him. He'd just cow ri&t now arld 
t r y  t o  help out. So, by the F m  B m a u  and so on, they soon $ot the  incu- 
lat ion so that  it was a l l  over the country. 

'ken t h e w  was two types of beans. There was a bean they pew For c a t t l e  
feed, o r  hay, and then a bean they grew t o  market. The black bean, tha t  
they g ~ 3 y  for  c a t t l ~  feed o r  hay, w a s  a ""11 bean, f l a t .  It looked l i k e  

P 

a bean. It w a s  f l a t .  Well, the others that they m k e t e d  were round. 
You mow, you've seen them. You know how they look. And l o t s  and l o t s  of 
m n  grew the black bean t o  s e l l  seed because so m n y  f m r s  wanted a patch 
for  c a t t l e  feed, see, and It was e legmt  cattle food. It was a balanced hay. 

3 3 ~ e  addenda item 72. 
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B e r t  Aihmn 11 7 

It had your nitrogen, and about the sam as alfalfa, In the stam and 
leaves. Cattle would eat  every blt of 1.t. Those things would grow up, oh, 
tha t  h i @  and thlck . . . 
&. Three o r  four feet  high, then. 

A. Yes. On mod pound, they'd just @ way up and youyd have a mss of 
hay on a twenty acre f i e ld ,  I'll t e l l  you1 But, as the tire went on and 
the  c a t t l e  feeders be* t o  grow a l f a l f a ,  why, you never heard any mre 
of the black e m .  f haven't seen o r  heard of them i n  f i f teen  years, I 
don't thin2c. 3b 

Q. How dld your dad sow t i m t h y  and the cloves? 

A. Just l l ke  they dld i n  Bible tlms. G r a b  her out and throw her by hand 
and then step off so  many steps a t  the  end of the f i e l d  and cow back, 
Along slde [held] have IE on the harrow, arLdh$ t o  h m w  it In as he sowed 
it ,  and tha t  was the way it was done fo r  sor&im. Then they developed 
seeders. They had two types of seeders. They bad one seeder that was 1fke 
a l i t t l e  windmill down here. It was mde lfke a windmill, about mat big 
around . . . 
Q. About a foot asound. 

A. . . . and it was in four sections and t h w e  was a piece stood up here, 
about an Inch, on the s ide of each section. ' k e  object of that w a s  t o ,  when 
tha t  whilrled, t h r o w  it, see. You could sow th;lx%y feet  at a through and 
turn amund and corn back, tM.rty feet m r e  . 
&. Did you camy t h i s  o r  was it mmted? 

A. Yes, you carfled It around your neck and that seed bag down here i n  fYont 
of you and you f e l t  all the tirw how much seed you had le f t ,  you h e w  when 
you had t o  run f o r  supplies. Then a f t e r  that, they developed a t i n  horn. I 
p r e s m  you've seer? them. It was jus t  a stral&t horn that  telescoped. You 
could pul l  it out. It was about tha t  long when it w a s  pulled out. 

Q. About two fee t .  

A. And across the bottom end w a s  two staples that  were soldered in across 
one another which made four openinp for  the  seed t o  h i t  on as you swung It. 
That spread It. They took the place of these w i n M l l s  ~ f @ t  off because 
they were so much silmpler and didn ' t  cost hardly anythbg,  you mow. About 
a l l  there was was t h i s  sack and t h i s  t i n  and they didn't cost very much. 

Q. The t l n  was connected t o  the sack, connected at the bottom of the sack. 

A,  Well, it was qown In and put In  good. That was the way we sowed clover 
and a l f a l f a  and . . . F h a l l y  they b r o m t  out drills, The wheat d r i l l  began 
t o  develop and It f ina l ly  put a seeder on the front sflde of the d r i l l  and much 

'"see addenda item 74. 
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of the grass seed was sown when you sowed the wheat, after that. The f lux 
would cower It, don't you see? The flux that  covered the wheat would also 
coves the p a s s  seed. Next spring, it would come up with the wheat and when 
you cut the wheat s o m e t i ~ ~ s  you'd cut the heads off of the clover; s o ~ t i m s ,  
I f  it was t l m t h y ,  you' d cut the heads off  of tha t ,  but it would go ahead 
and grow and make a crop. It would be a stubble crop there and . . . 
Q. How dld you go about mawing the hay? 

A. Well, rmeus--I can't  remrrber when there wasn't mwers. Old man McComick 
was a -at Inventor. The f l m t  mowers were j wt  about as complete as they 
were l a t e r  but they were a heap mre bundlesom because they were kind of 
smithy-made, you know, but they used a sickle  just  like they do today. They 
cut bay with them just about the s a m .  

Now, tha t  s as far as  I go, back t o  tha t .  &fore tha t ,  they mwed It with a 
scythe. I heard dad t a l k  about it and gmndfather-not gmndfathes, 
one of rr~y great-uncles-talk about running a scythe. A man tha t  could r m d  
s o d  w a s  In d e m d  because he 'd  keep h i s  scythe sharp and he could mw it 
so it layed down t o  cure. He didn ' t  bungle 1% up or didn't tmgle  it up. 
Then the mwers came In, a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. Did you use a scythe around the horn at a l l  for the weeds or lawn o r  
anything i n  your day? 

A. Yes. We had scythes as far back as I can remember. We used them t o  cut 
weeds and, well, t o  cut brush, too. See, i n  the edge of the tirrJser, in those 
W s ,  there w a s  hazelnuts g r e w .  Did you ever see a hazelnut? 

A. Well, you've seen f i l b e r t s .  

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. They look like a f l l b e r t  and the only difference between them and a 
f i l b e r t  is t ha t  they g r e w  on a low bush. 'They grew in a pod, just lZke a 
filbePc, exactly, [but] a filbert; grows on a tree. I've seen the f i l b e r t  
orchards i n  Oregon. But they a l l  had the S a m  kind of a pod. There'd be 
a bloom come out here and then there would be a pod drap down and it would 
have fmm f ive  t o  eight nuts i n  this pod, scattered around, they ryere not 
a l l  together, they were a l l  separate. We used t o  wther them and have them 
f o r  nuts in the fal l .  

Well, hazel pound w a s  valuable and so they sho~tened up the scythe blade 
and made It so  they could m w  tha t  hazel brush. That was b e a s t l y  work, hWd, 
because you were cut t ing the wood. 

Q. Why was the pound  valuable? 

A ,  The hazel picked a good pound t o  g r o w  on. So did hickory. Now, hilckory 
ground--mn bought p u n d  by hickory or  hazel nuts o r  sowthing those days. 
The poorest ground, i n  recollection, was post oak. Where there was post 
oak, you'd be t t e r  just pass tha t  &round up Tor farming because it wasn't much 
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@od f o r  mything but those acorn t r ees .  They didnl t M e  very big  trees.  
I saw a fellow down i n  Oklahoma plowing up one of those patches. He had 
e l a t  oxen on one plow and he'd plow rl@t through t r ees  that  big .  

Q. Three or  four inches thick! 

A. He had a plow share tha t  wide, anyhow, and sharp as sharp and ei@t oxen 
on it, you know. And, why, held just go thmu@ those trees jwt  l i k e  they 
wasn l t standlng there.  ( laurns ) 

Q. Just one blade, one two-foot blade on It then? 

A ,  Yes. That ls  all and he walked and prodded oxen. ey had a sharp s t i ck  
they prodded oxen with, t o  keep them apfng ,  you know.' He'd run back and 
for th and, "Gee , I t  and, "Haw. He drove them by gee and haw. 

Q. I see. Which was which? I never reumber. 

A.  R i @ t  hand, gee. Left hand, haw. 

Q. I see. Do you  call any oxen belvlg used Jul thls part  of the county 
when you we= a boy? 

A.  No. 'key wem a s o d  of a sight t o  us when anybody c m  through wTth 
an ox team. There was wa,pns c a ~  thmu@, going faY.ther west, you. h o w ,  
that we saw and they were kind of a curiosi ty .  Those oxen were a wonderful 
thing. They beat a horse f o r  a l o t  of thin@. You could put them on a c h a h  
t o  load l o p  and t h e y ' l l  beat a horse a mile because you can ta lk  t o  them 
and take tha t  log up the skids just  as slow as you want t o .  

Q. What other types of t r e ~ s  p w  in the tirrber? 

A. Well, we had the burr oak, as I to ld  you the other day, the best oak. 
Then, the white oak. Then, there was a black oak which @?ew an acorn about 
the size of y o w  th&. But you detemnlned a11 these oaks by thefr leaves. 
They a l l  had a different type l ea f .  Then there was  a pin oak that was a vWy 
good timber. They didn't  grow qui te  as large a s  these others but they had 
a tirrber tha t  made ra3.l~ be t t e r  than any of the other oak, perhaps, t he  pln 
oak. The pin uak and the bl.ack oL& ,and the blackjack, they called him. 
He was hated by mst fellows became he took everything z o m d  hlm, ou mow. 
He 'd  put out low limbs and he 'd just s m t h e r  everything around hlm. Every- 
body hated old blackjack. They cut him; you could @;o In  anybody's timber 
and cut him f o r  wood. They was glad t o  get rid of hlm. (lams) 

Q Why was the pin oak part;iculmly good fo r  r a i l s ?  

A. Straight graln. It dldnl t  gmw such a b ig  tree but the gain was s t r a i @ t  
throu& and you could cut a ten-foot rail or  a ten-foot log and start with 
your maul and wedges and s p l i t  out the prettiest rails. Those days, at the 
beghning, rail  fences were a l l  the fences they had around p a s t m s ,  mt i l  
the barbed wire appeared. 
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Q. Dld you make m y  rails while you were working in the t i rbe r?  

A. No, not too many, but we mde P a l l s  when required, i f  they had the 
timber. See, we worked i n  m y  peoples' th-ber, tilrrJ3er they owned, and 
i f  they had the t i&cr  t o  make rails, why, we would W e  i t ,  We wouldn't 
W e  them out of qhi te  oak because white oak w a s  m r e  valuable fo r  posts. 
You could s e t  it in  the ground and it would last three tlsrles as long as the 
pin  oak would. 

So, by the d l f f e ~ n t  t w e r s ,  you mde Mfferent things. You made posts 
out of white oak and burr oak. Black oak and pln oak, you1 d make [ i n t o  1 
rails, i f  you could get a black oak that  was straight gained and a s t ra ight  
t ree .  They were non-Inclined t o  p w  such a s t ra ight  t ree as the pln oak. 
Pin oak grew a beautiful tree. 

Then, i n  the north pay.t: of the county here--I never learned tha t  until. a f t e r  
I was grown and up here a nurrber of years-but up around what Is now Spring- 
field lake, they had what they called a chinquapin oak and it p w  an acorn 
tha t  people a t e ,  too--kids, a t  l eas t ,  a t e  them. They were fair ly good nuts, 
you mow. It was a l i t t l e  b i t  of an acorn--about llke the end, of your l i t t l e  
f i n g r .  Those, I never worked i n  any of tha t  t i h e r ,  but I know they mdc? 
beautlf'ul ralls because they g r e w  so pret ty .  

Q. What dld you mke your plckets fmm? 

A. Well, we ld do tha t  out of black oak, pin oak, burr oak, any af them that 
they ~equlred.  D l d n l t  m e  any difference t o  us. When they put us In t h e i r  
t m e r  and t o l d  us t o  pick o w  trees and W e  pickets, why-we t r l e d  t o  W e  
them of black oak If we could because tha t  was l ess  salable lmber, you how, 
less salable tirrber, but i f  we had t o ,  weld go over on the b W  oak o r  the 
white oak, pin  oak. Pin oak was so  p o d  fo r  ralls, we always hated t o  cut 
It fo r  anything but ralls, because rails were in demand i n  those days. 1 
don.lt how what they sold fo r  but I know t ha t  men b o m t  them m d  were @ad 
t o  buy them. 

Q. They were s t i l l  building fences, then, in those days wlth them? 

A. They were building fences, yes, and that  was an &, too,  that you had 
t o  learn.  You b u i l t  them t h i s  way . . . criss-cross, and you had t o  l e m  
how t o  put your stake and rider a t  the top. They put two mils I@ l i k e  that, 
crossed, and lay these top rails i n  there and then on the next slde they 
crossed the other way, which would lock them and tha t  would @ve bei&t t o  
your fence, about that  much higher than the rails themelves.  

Q. About another two fee t .  

A. Those were top rails, we cal.lcd them, and you had t o  learn al l  of tha t ,  
how t o  mke a rall fence tha t  would stand and would turn stock, If you Just 
went out and layed up a rail fence, just  crossed them bere, and tried t o  @ 
ahead . . . (laughs) 

Q. Cattle would go r ight  thrum +;hem occasionally, then? 
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A. So, tha t  was the reason t ha t  emly s e t t l e r s  s e t t l e d  around tlrrber. 38 
They t r i e d  to .  They lef't all that  g ~ o d  land up there wrCl.1 the country 
was p ~ t t y  well s e t t l e d  L@. I t o l d  you rr~y dad went up them. It was a l l  
s w q ,  at t h a t  tlw. l"$ dad went i n  about 1882 o r  1883 and . . , and . . . 
[land] sold for twelve and a half  cents an acre. 

Q. Because they needed the wood, I guess, There wasn't much wood up here 
i n  thls p w t  of the county. 

A. No, but I sqy, the p v e m n t  jus t  charged you twelve and a half cents 
an acre for  it If you'd pmve up on It flve yeam, but it had t o  be dltched 
out. Well, those ditches had t o  be fl-d out by a swveyor and then worked 
on by t e r n  and scrapers. It was a slow process. S o ,  the country developed 
slowly, the better  land up there developed slowly on that account. 

Q. That would include that land r ight  around here, around your place, would 
it? 

A. Yes, Yes, sow of rnlne was I n  the swamp and it had a tops011 that was 
due t o  the rotting of the s tuf f  In the water, you know, stood year af'ter 
year and rot ted down and rot ted down. That mde a wonderful topsoil. 

rn OF VOLUME I1 
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ADDENDA ITEM 40 ( r e f .  p. 93) 

A. And c a l m . *  I ought t o  put c a l m 1  i n  there, I didn't, dld I? 

&. No, sir. 

A. But it o w t  t o  be i n  there because c a l m 1  is mrcury and they sold 
it those days l i ke  they s e l l  you a pilece of mal ing  wax, block of It, and 
you l e m e d  t o  mow how much you needed. You tore off  your dose and mke 
it y o m e l f .  Made l i t t l e  p i l l s .  Why, rrly amt that-down there by Hornsby, 
she was fa ther ' s  half-s is ter ,  you know-she'd go and lop off her plece 
of calamal. Old mayl Richardson that I worked for out here, be never took 
another k b d  of a laxative. When he needed a laxative, he'd go up there 
ayld tear off  a piece of tha t  waw s tuf f  and swallow her down. It was veSy 
effective, but you had t o  run the r i sk  of salivatrlon. Salivation w a s  a h s t  
as bad as a cancer. There was one rran n m d  Keeley l ived ri@t west of m 
When we l lved on the  Gerlach place. He was a young man and I suppose he 
helped himself wlthout the folks havlvlg anything t o  say about it and h i s  
muth  got sore and it a t e  clear  around t o  there, just cleaned it out. 

Q R l @ t  around pret ty  close t o  h l s  ear ,  just opened 1t L@? 

A. Yes, - sir. Clear around to there and he had to wear that the rest of 
h is  life, After I was a grown rran and got t o  be kind of f d l l w  with 
doctors, why, I asked a doctor one day; I said,  "How much c a l w l  would a 
man have t o  take t o  sall.vate him?'" They were dishing out ca laml  when I 
f f r s t  be@ t o  doctor w l t h  doctors, too. They'd give It t o  you, but it was 
mde then i n  l i t t l e  pe l le t s ,  you know, graduated, and I says, '%ow much 
c a l m 1  would a m have t o  take t o  get salivabed?" and he said,  "Bert,, 
t h a t ' s  never been proven. It He says,  "They don't know and they 're afrald 
to t r y  until they do force a case because I t  I s  not easy t o  stop. They'd 
j u s t  rather leave it alone and M e  them take less dosage." 

Q. You say t h i s  had mrcvry In I t ?  

A. Well, it - d s  mrcuyy. 

Q. 1 see. So, It would be a mrcury poisoning, then? 

A. Yes. I don't hiow how far It ' s diluted down f r o m  mrcwy because they 
always called it blue mss. That w a s  the n m  of it--blue mass, IvE-A-double S. 
Pretty new every fanrhouse had a chunk of blue ms. And then they also 
had assofeidta. Now, I don't suppose you ever heard of tha t .  

P 
Probably a trade nam . [Ed. ] 
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Q. No, sir. 

A. A-S-S-0-F-E-I-D-T-A. That was one of the words t ha t  we spelled them 
down on. ( l a a s )  Assofeidta. And that  was-I don't know what it was 
for ,  rea l ly .  They took it fo r  colds, a l i t t l e ;  but . . . They always had 
a bo t t l e  of assofeidta and some of tha t  blue mass, and a bo t t l e  of quinine 
and . . . Let 's  see, that--that's pret ty  near the extent of the old 
phamcopoela tha t  they had 3.n those days. 

Q. D i d  they use any castor o i l  In those days? 

A .  Oh boy, yes! ( l a m t e r )  I hate t o  mnt ion  It. 

&. I: see. Yes, sir. (laughter) Was any of tha t  pmduced at horn o r  did 
you bw it? 

A.  No, you bou@t It. It had t o  be refined, I t 's  poison, you know, befare 
I t 's  refined. When they harvested t h a t ,  they--1 can remember back when they 
used t o  pow tha t  as a crop--they had t o  muzzle horses. The horses would eat 
it readily, the berr ies ,  and It would k i l l  them, jus t  h o c k  them cold. So, 
they didn't dare take any of that oil when I t  was first squeezed out. It 
had t o  go t o  the chemists and be refined. They took out s o m t h h g ,  I don't 
know, somthlng tha t  d idn ' t  ki l l .  you anyhow, but sure did leave a good t a s t e  
in. 

Q. Yes, sir. ( l a m t e r )  What did you take it with? Dld your mother put 
anything with It when you took 5.t o r  did you jus t  take it straight? 

A. Yes, she d usually put It In soda water. We had soda those days, you 
how, for baking bread, and she would mix a l i t t l e  soda water with it and 
that helped t o  kill It, If you could keep From belching. I could &Ink the  
s tu f f  r ight  out of a bo t t l e  i f  I could have kept f 'rom belohlng. But, oh my, 
when you'd belch. That was t e r r ib l e .  

And they used tha t  a lso f o r  o i l ,  f o r  a long tire. That was r ea l ly  lubricating 
o i l .  

Q. For machinery, you man? 

A. Yes, so they had t o  have it on the famn. They had t o  have a can of castor 
o i l  there t o  use f o r  lubrication. But you didn't; take any outof t ha t .  You 
was very car~f 'u l  t o  take it f r o m  bot t les  tha t  you got at the drugstore. 

Now, I didn't  t e l l  you another thing. Arnica. NOW, I don't know what it 
was mde of .  We got tha t  a t  the d r w t o ~ .  It was somthing that was put 
Tn alcohol and rrdxed up kind of l i k e  caxphor. They also had camphor, They'd 
mix canqsbor gum with whiskey and it would wlt and t ha t  was put In the bo t t l e  
and put up on the shelf and we took a spoonful of tha t  fo r  chollc, such as 
tha t .  Then, when you had a cold, sonmetlms they'd put tha t  In a bowl, and 
hot water, and you1 d breath the f m s  fmm it, you b o w .  Camphor was a v e n  
m . 1 . u ~ l e  adjunct t o  the mdicine cabinet. Bub his m i c a ,  I can ' t  t e l l  you 
what it was. I don't know, but it was heallng t o  on open wound. If you cut 
your hand, yould .gp get the arnica bo t t l e  and soak her good md then wrap It 
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up. It was a dfsinfectant as well as a cure-all. 

m OF SIDE ONE 

A. They had hoops mde of hickory fo r  t i e i n g  tha t  cotton with at tha t  t'lme. 
They didn't  have sheet i ron hoops l ike they do nowadays, o r  dld l a t e r .  They 
would use the hoops they had, you know--they were a l l  cut the sam length-- 
and they would hold f ive hundred pounds of cotton but It was compressed sow- 
thlng l ike  baling hay, you know, when you'd boop it. It, went I n t o  a press 
and was  hooped, and then you could take it t o  the gin and when you got it t o  
the gin, why, the gLnner unloosed the hoops m d  sca t t ewd  tha t  on the m n t  
of the  seeder. The seeder was a r o w  of little. saws, about that b i g  around. 

Q. About six Inches big around. 

A. Really saw teeth,  too, and they were se t ,  well, not a half inch ap&. 
Just far enough apart they wouldn't l e t  a cotton seed p through, you laow. 
That feeder worked back and fofih and fed that i n  there,  wlth a l l  of those 
d o w n e  saws abuzzbg at h i s  fingers, you know. It took a sk i l l ed  rran t o  
feed the cotton a, 1'11 t e l l  you, and he had t o  watch, watch, watch. Sow- 
body would spread It on the tab le  fo r  him and then he spread it out again, 
you how, d o n g  those saws and put it thmu& as the saws could take it. 

Well, the saws threw the l i n t  back and the seed would fal l  rl&t s t ra ight  
down and tha t  l i n t  would pp back. There was a m back In there  and that 
was  one of the awful jobs, was t o  take tha t  cotton back f r o m  tha t  seeder 
and pack It in to  the r o o m  ready t o  be put I n  the bales. He'd have t o  work 
i n  there,  you know, un"c1 they got a bale ready, and he '4 be in a fog of 
dust. You couldn't see, and tha t  cotton llnt--oh w, that wr% a job. They 
had a fiiggw i n  there,  i f  they could get him. 

There was quite a l o t  of Negroes workhe; i n  there a t  that time. A l l  wound 
the cotton g h .  I ' l l  n e w r  forget hearing them sing when qui t t lng  tllm corn. 
You h a w ,  a nigger don't need a tune. You've heard them s ing  i n  the South, 
haven't you? They don't need a tune. One fellow will s t a e  a--'%hen w i l l  
the whistle blow?ll That s what they d say then. 'When's tha t  whistle going 
t o  blo-o-o-w?" And anothes fellow would take a a f f e r e n t  tone of voice and 
it w a s  rea l ly  r~~lodious before they'd get t h r o w .  It Id just pass thm@ 
a l l  of those guys. (laughs) I can remmber tha t ,  when I w a s  a l i t t l e  kid, 
you how,  

And tha t  w a s  when they was agoing t o  the compressor. That cotton would be 
opened and graded. Really, it was gmded before it was opened up. 'I"nc 
m who @-ad& cotton cam with a long hooked knife, kind of like a l i n o l e m  
ImLfe, and he would run tha t  t o  the middle of the bale and s lash thils way and 
go ovpr on the other s ide and s lash a s lash.  Then he could reach back there 
and b r h g  cotton 611 the way f r o m  the mlddle of the bale out,  A l l t t l e ,  he 'd 
just  brlng a good-sized handf'ul and then held spread her out t h i s  way and seen 
tha t  it was the sam p a d e  a l l  the way thmu&, you know. Then he graded it 
t o  a cer tain p a d e ,  but  he pushed a l l  of tha t  cotton back in there,  he didn't  
waste a drop of it. He pushed it back i n  and then it went in to  the compressor. 
As I to ld  you, the bales pt about half  as  big but they weighed jus t  the same. 
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Q. Yes, slr. This was a f t e r  It had been thm@ the gin? 

A. After It had been t h r o w  the gln, the  seed a l l  taken out, and been 
baled once-I man a f t e r  It w a s  done and taken over So the compressor-- 
they'd take off those hickories when they got t o  the compreSsor and they 
had metal t o  put on there became that; was pre t ty  ti&t, you know.. They Id 
b r b g  a five hundred pound bale down t o  about tha t  thick and . . . It w W  
s t i l l  Jus t  as heavy and those nI~;@;er-s had t o  handle them. Pick up a bale 
and shift her  around. My , my , it s no wonder Uncle Tomt s C a b l n  took, when 
she wrote tha t  book, because those n l w r s  were t rea ted  terrible. 

Q. (Interviewer reading out loud) " . . . so as t o  draw it tagether. " 

A. Tney l e f t  a l l  t ha t  bark on because it was  t o m ,  you how. That bark 
was very t o u m h  Those had t o  be cut when the sap w a s  down. I don't how 
whether you how anything about t M e r  peeling at a certailn stage o r  not, 
but when the sap i s  down i n  the wintertirnc, you can't  get the p e e l k g  off  
of a tree, you've got t o  chop It o f f .  In  the s m r t l m e ,  it will slip off .  
The sap corms up and loosens the bark, fo r  the tree t o  pow, I suppose, 
and the bask w i l l  core rlat off and ( l a a s )  that makes me thlnk of another 
one. 

I hauled an old Kentuckian one t im,  picked him up and took Slim f o r  a rlde, 
and he wanted t o  mow when I cut nly stove wood. " ~ h , "  I says, %henever 1 
get the saw there.  It He says, "Don't you saw It by the won?" I says, "No. 
I don't. Does that make a difference?" ''Yes, sir! 'I he says, "if you cut 
It at just the Tight moon, the b u p  and worms won't bother that wood. Your 
stove wood w i l l  be clean clear  throuwthe s w r . "  (laughs) Well, I never 
e x p e r i ~ n t e d ,  but now he believed that with a l l  h i s  he&. He was an old 
Kentuckian. And he t o l d  me also t ha t  . . . Now, l e t ' s  see, what was it I 
wanted t o  t e l l  you about . . . 
Q. About the  hickory hoop poles? 

A.  No, It wasn't the  hoop poles, it w a s  . . . It was keepln$ the bark on 
your stove wood. You w a s  t o  cut It a certaln stage of--you bad t o  cut it 
in the wlnter and a c e r t d n  stage In  the moon-,and the bark would a l l  s tay  on 
it ,  it wouldnrt peel o f f .  You'd have It t o  bum,  too. (laughter) You how, 
I 've  ~t a l o t  of klck out of a l o t  of those things and those E n  worked by 
them. 

Q. Well, you can byy an alrranac tha t  t e l l s  you all about It, you h o w .  
( l a w t e r  ) 

A. I always t ~ i e d  t o  put tha t  away and keep it because those fellows believed 
that  with all t h e i r  heart;. 

5: did wish som of them could read. You found so  few people could read, those 
days, you know. 

Q. Oh, Is tha t  r ight?  
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A. Oh, q y  goodness, yes. The b ig  end of the grown people couldn't read 
a t  a l l ,  I was talkilng t o  Nel the othes day about--I used t o  l i s t e n  t o  one 
old fellow argue politics. I always got such a kick out of it because he 
couldn't read nor wvlte and he' d asgue with a fellow and he 'd say, "Now, 
these Tel-lows tha t  can read t e l l  me . . . 'I this and tha t ,  you know, and 
tha t  was gospel t r u t h  t o  him and he swore by It. ( l a u t e r )  

Q. He had f a i th  i n  the readers, then? 

A.  Yes. He ' d heam somcbody read it. 

A. And the bale was In a mold, you bow. So, 4t  had t o  just be just  exactly, 
when it got out. There was a m l d  f i t  on top that t ha t  screw f i t  through and 
then an outside park t o  go inside of you, you how, and t ha t  would squeeze, 
it would crawl down lnslde . . . ( la@ter)  

Q. And It would rea l ly  compress i t .  

APDENDA ITEN 44 (ref. p. 96)  

A. I think they just put a board across it. I don't think there was any 
back t o  it a t  al l .  I think they just n a i l 4  cleats on the side wd put 
boards acsoss . 
Q. No upholstering at  a l l ,  then? 

A. No! It was a sough old r ide,  I'm t e l l i n g  you . . . and you couldn't 
get anything t o  eat. That was the worst feature. You couldn't buy ea ts  
along the road. They took what they t h o w t  they could get along wlth but 
it took so long. I think we were a week on the road. That distance,  you 
how, and it w a s  pulled by a f'reight e n m e  and handled by fl-eight crews. 

Q, Did you get off the t r a i n  at a l l  during the t r i p ?  

A. I don't remember it. Anywhere at al l .  We stayed ri@t there.  

A Wd corn t h r o u a  one day ase l l ing  pineapples. He had som r i p e  pineapples 
and we were all so starved for fruit of some sor t  t ha t  Dad bought one and 
t r i e d  p e e l h g  tha t  wlth h i s  pocket lolife and If he dldn't have a tlm. (laughter) 
But he m a g e d  t o  get the peeling off  and @ve us sl ice after s l i c e  u n t i l  we 
a t e  it up. 

Q. mat kkind of food*did you take on the t r i p  wlth you? 

A. Couldn't take any, t o  start on. You bow, bananas were just beginning 
t o  come in to  places lrike Kaymnd and, oh, I don't know whether I ever saw 
a banana before I w a s  t en  years old. I don't believe I ever did. I don't 
recall i t .  Then they begln t o  get a rew In, now and then, you know; but 
even those had t o  be shipped Tram New Orleans. Old PeLght, and you can 
see that  it was a r i s k  for  a fellow t o  ship  any qua.nt1ty because they'd rot - 

Mr. A i b  evidently understood "frmltt' ra ther  than "food." LEd. 1 
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ADDENDA ITEN 45 (ref. P. 99) 

A. You mow, those days we used t o  have snowdrdfts f'mm the tap of one 
hedge t o  the top of the other one, jus t  level across the road. You couldn't 
go throum them with a team, at a l l .  

I remmber one t k ,  a f t e r  I ' d  been up here several yeas, we had a b lg  
snow, slmilar t o  that, and Tuff L o w  I.lved oves here on Richmdsonls place. 
He cam adrilvlng in there one ar ternom, the sun was ashlnlng b r i m t  then, 
c a m  &lvlng i n  here i n  h i s  wagon and he says, "Bert, get a team and put on 
In  m n t .  We've got t o  have some groceries and teaml's give out now." 
B ~ a k i n g  snow, you know. So, I got my team out and hitched on in front and 
we got out of the road, went around drlfts . We to re  down fences and went 
over them and drove mtil  we could ge t  t o  town. We a l l  wanted groceries, 
you know, and b r o a t  them fo r  everybody along the l ine .  In fact, we had 
everybody picked I@ along the l l n e  by the t* we got t~ town because they 
wanted t o  get in md get groceries. 

Then I remeher, a year o r  two after t ha t ,  they begln trying t o  clear the 
road wlth a road p a d e r .  They got graders then tha t  they could pul l  with 
a threshing erghe, you how, and they begm trying t o  c lear  the road wlth 
them. Well, there wasn t no way of forclng them down. You couldn't do It. 
Only jus t  l l ke  you would Ln the ground, you cauldntt force them In snow very 
much deeper than the pound. Oh, you couldnlt get a road scooped out-- 
take a rrdle of road here, you couldn't scoop It out in a day. 

Q. It would just r ide  up on the  snow, then, huh? 

A. Yes, it would rZde up on the snow. Well then, when they begin t o  get 
the b lg  power-graders, why we were done with our snow trouble. We never had 
any mre because theyld go t h r o u e ,  you how,  Those things are heavy e n o m  
t o  put the blade on the ground and go ~ I m t  on thro@. 

Q. Were these with &i.i.esel enghes,  you man? 

A. What we're u s h g  today, the very ones. They'd conme along here and scoop 
t h i s  way and then c o w  back on tha t  s ide and scoop it tha t  way. mybe they'd 
have t o  go throu& the middle and scoop out one way or  the other t o  make a 
road. O f  c o m e ,  that w a s  before cws,  but you could get thro- wlth team 
and buggies and so on. I 've  seen this road oub here--snowbanks that you could 
hwdly see over on e i the r  s lde,  af'ter it was scooped out. Then it would mlt 
down, have a ra in  o r  something and mlt  down, and tha t  snow would hold t ha t  
water In  the mad and It would be tha t  deep and would freeze ~ v e r  and you 
s t a r t  t o  drive a team throua there,  they had t o  break throm ice every s tep.  

Q. That m u s t  have been a mss. Hard on thelr Z e p ,  too,  I would k w e ,  
wasn't it? 

Oh, it was hard guing, I'll t e l l  you. You dldn't go If you d l d n ' t  have t o ,  

Now, the re ' s  been som t e r r i b l e  changes and mchinery Is t o  be c r e a t e d  w i t h  
two-thirds of it. Machinery cleaned up things,  you know, and when we @t the 
bigger gaders, we could open ditches properly along the road. Where they 
ou&t t o  be o r  where they shouldn't be. You r:o;llJ take them out, you know. 
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The other way, they just hitched in and plowed c lear  throu@. Well, rmybe 
It was too low here and too h i m  there.  Couldn't get away, the water was 
held i n  anyhow, it just got it off  the mfddle of the road. But w l t h  the 
blg ones, why you could rm a pret ty  good llw, you know. 

ADDENDA ~m 46 (ref. p . LOO) 
A. Put stockyards there,  too. 

Q. All ri&t, SIP. 

A. I forgot tha t .  Because they had stockpens, you h o w ,  that they shipped 
a l l  of the stock st S t .  Louls by fIxi@t. 

A. And the c a t t l e  went t o  Chlcago. F'ractlcaZly all of the fed c a t t l e  went 
t o  Chicam but mdim went t o  S t .  LawLs. The h o p  a l l  went t o  S t .  L~uis, 
practically.  But there was seldom a week there wasn't a carload OT t ~ o  0.C 

stock went out of Raymnd. 

Q. HOW did they get the Stock in to  Raymnd? D i d  they drive it in? 

A, Yes. Take a bunch of h o ~  and head them down the road and three o r  Tour 
men follow along and keep them i n  the road and get them t o  town and then head 
them Into the stockpen. And there I s  a funny thing about stock like that--hogs. 
You could brlng In your hogs and I could b r b g  In mine. Put them h the same 
pen and i n  a l i t t l e  while they would each have t h e i r  corner. They'd separate 
in to  t h e i r  own bmch. You didn't  have very mch trouble about hogs ever mixing 
up. Cattle would mlx m r e ,  you had t o  watch them, but it was fumy t o  watch 
hogs. They'd pick t h e i r  own crowd and get wlth them. 

Q. I never heard of tha t .  How would you wei$-i them when you got them there? 

A. Well, there was a scale put i n  by the r a l l m a d  and it was @ v e m n t  
inspected and that; was sworn by. Artcr the inspector passed i t ,  why tha t  
scale was in perfect shape. O f  course, there was a way of cheating It. I 
heard fellows t e l l  about se t t ing  up on the fence and watchlng som fellows 
buy a load of c a t t l e  and they said he'd l e t  them m In ten  o r  f i f teen  head, 
whatever the scales pen would hold, you know, and when they'd get it in,  why 
they'd balance up the scales and as q,tdck as  the scale sra~l turned h i s  back, 
he'd lay a horseshoe n a i l  out there,  ri@t at the end. It wasn't noticaable 
because it was br i@ and probably that would take a half a, steer, (laughter) 

I heard w n  t e l l  about watching him do it. They said,  "We saw him do it tW 
a f t e r  t i m e , "  and they wouldnl t dare say anything because he was a scrapper. 
He'd have--I seen h l m  whit t le  a fellow with a pocketknife ope time. So, 
he was a f ighter  and they kept theilr muths shut. They'd just see those bhin@;; 
and t e l l  one another. 

I know rny dad watched him jus t  l i k e  he d watch a hawk, He ' d generally d e  
him weigh his hogs three times. ( l a a s )  And they always a d  be t t e r  every 
t i n e  and he Id get so m d  b that  time he wouldn ' t put there--let them corn 
I n  a m ,  you how, the t h  r d  time. detting too close t o  the rl@t weight. 
( lawt e r  ) 

P 
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Oh, boy. Those were the days. That was the good old  days. I'm glad tha t  
I l ived t h r o w  them but I ' m  glad I &.d l ive  through them and don't have t o  - 
gc back. 

ADDEQDA ITEN 47 (ref. p. 100) 

Q. S i r ,  on that--I asked tha t  question, you know, 'What other type of en- 
t e r % a i m n t  dld they have besides the ventri loquists I n  the shows?" and then 
we went directly Into par t les  in the horn, Do you recall any other type of 
entert-nt at the shows besides the ventriloquists? 

A. Oh, yes. They had funny speakers. Fellows tha t  cmcked jokes, you how.  
Get up there and t e l l  you some of the awfulest l ies you ever heard and swew 
by everything that it w a s  the t r u t h  and he'd experienced it and so on. (laughs) 
You1 d just be dying lauffhlng before he 'd get throu@i. 

Then, there was sll@t-of-hand performers that  could do thlngs with cards, 
you bow and do thinks with, oh, I don't how w h a t  all. They could take 
those three shells, You know what three she l l s  were Hke. They'd do tha t  
up on the stage, just t o  show us tha t  we couldn't pick out the  r f&t  one. 
We wouldn't try. We wouldnl t even move out of our seats  but they Id say, 
''You t e l l  roe which one it Is under. Well, he1 d pick tha t  one up. Never w a ~  
under tha t  one, you how. He had It In here. I was  grown before I eveP 
found out where he had It. 

Q. In h i s  fingers, huh? 

A. But they had a l o t  of s tunts  they did. T h e r ~ ~ d  usually be four o r  five 
of them in a bunch and they traveled together, you know, and put on those shows. 

Q. What klnd of music did they usually have? 

A. Well, somone of them probably could play a b ~ o  and sbg ,  mybe two 
o r  them could. Banjo and @tar .  I don It ever remember them wing a fiddle 
but they used banjos and gultms and sang. Sang comic s o n g .  Songs we never 
had heard, don I t  you see, and weld try t o  remmber them hard as we could. 
Sam kids could pretty near remrrber them, too,  

But tha t  was the d n  c n t c r t a m n t  tha t  c a m  u n t i l  Chautauquas be& corKbw 
around m d  when Qautauquas b e a  t ravel ina and coming in to  town, they'd cow 
in to  Rayrmnd and stay there  a week. They had varied e n t e r t a i m ~ t  . Fine 
music and good sin@ng. Real h i e -c l a s s  e n t e r t a h n t ,  s m  as would corn 
out of a good theater ,  you how. In  fact ,  it was a theater ,  would go on the 
road i n  the s m r  t o  keep f'rom s i n g  broke, don't you see. Nearly always was 

Q, Did they present plays and tha t  sor t  of t h i n g ?  

A. Plays and Shakespeare and orators,  you bow. F i r s t  tim I ' d  ever h e a d  
an orator  was is? those fellows. We had one schoolteacher that was a very 
good one. He used t o  recite f o r  us, some. But t o  hear a r e a l  honest-to- 
goodrless orator,  I never had u n t i l  they @t t o  comlng around, 

Well then, a f t e r  they begin t ravel ing m u n d  ln to  town, then Litchfield and 
Hlllsboro went i n  cahoots and bullt the old Chautauqua groutad oub there. D i d  
you ever go t o  I t ?  
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9,. No. sir. I 've never been. It was between the two ciltles, wasn't it? 

A. And interurban b u i l t  a road t o  it. you know. Thev aut a streetcas out 
there and run a car every fifteen minutes. Oue going and one coming eveq  
fifteen minutes. So, thev ' d take people out of Litchfield and Hillsboro. 
Those fellows had b ig  audiences and they had p o d  speakers and ma1 high- 
class  entertxlnmnt.  1 heard Bryan t e l l  of his trlp t o  the Orient and it 
took hirn two hours and I jus t  wouldn't have believed he'd talked over t h i r t y  
minutes. 

8. That was Will iam Jenninp Bryan? 

A. Yes. He w a  an orator, you know. (tape stopped and s ta r ted)  

Q. Do you rerrmker any other people l ike  William Jennlngs Bqmn tha t  . . . 
A. Yes. there w a s  a fellow by the n m  of Sunshine Hawks. He was a religious 
fell-ow, as clean w you ever heard, but he had a. s t r l n g  of jokes, he could 
Just  convulse you f o r  an hour. He'd just sp ie l  those jokes and he could 
t e l l  them sa good, We knew, I donlt know how we mew but I guess fmrn readbg 
t h e i r  adveziserrents, tha t  he was a Christim gentleman and what he to ld  was  
t rue,  o r  as near as could be fo r  a story,  you how. 

I l l 1  never forget Sunshine Hawks because I certainly did enjoy hlm. I think 
I went t o  hear him three tlms. They dldnlt just glve one lecture and qui t ,  
they'd give a s t r i n g  out there,  you h o w ;  they could plan a s tay and have 
different nie;h'c;s and a f f e r e n t  days. Sow of It was I n  the day and som in 
the evening, but I usually went i n  the daytime. B r y a n  was there  In the daytim. 

And then they had the old hatchet laqy f m m  Kansas out there.  She w a s  out there 
one time and t o l d  her  experiences. You remmbesl-the old lady that t o re  up 
the saloons, what was her nam? 

Q. Oh. . . 
H.B. (from next room) Carry Nation. 

A. Nel s asaying It. 

Q. Who was thak? 

H.B. Carry Nation. 

A. Yes. C a r r y  Nation. I sold her her ticket that ni&t .  I was in the 
t icke t  off lce at LLtchfield and she core I n  and walked around wd slapped 
the ci@l?ettes out of every fellow's muth  that was m u n d  there. (laughter) 
She Just  walked around and slapped them out, dfdnlt  say a word. Didn't Say 
:lr~yl;hrl,ng t o  them o r  anybody e lse ,  just slap them out, you know. 

Q. Did they know who she was? 

A. They had an awful good Idea. ( lau&tcr) She announced af'ter she pt 
m u n d  tha t  she w a s  Carry Nation. 
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Q. What did the gmunds Look l ike  out a t  the Chautauqua grounds there? 

A. Well, they was very pret ty .  They had t i m e r  there then and they had 
seats  in under the timber. You were in the shade of the t r e e s  mst of the 
time. Had an elevated stage so tha t  you could see hlgher than your head, 
you know. So you could see everything on the s t ag .  The actors had a 
canvas dresslng room back of tha t ,  that  they could go and W b  up, you know, 
f o r  the dlfrerent par t s .  They put on not only l i t t l e  shows buk sore of them 
quite b4g shows, you how. Like they Id been putting on in the  c i ty ,  I p r e s m .  

Q. Did people stay overnlght there? Did they have cablns? 

A. Yes, there was a l o t  of the people of L1tchfleld and Hillsboro tha t  bu i l t  
cabins out there and stayed overnight. Yes, 

Most of the f m r s ,  tho@, went and cow. We would drive t o  LiLtchfleld, 
cars had corn I n  by tha t  tlm, we would go In the car to Mtchfield and 
leave it and get on the Interurban and go out there and cow back t o  the 
car and come horn. We could stay fo r  the ev8nilng show mtiL 1% pt dark, you 
how, because we had lights t o  drive horn by. 

Q. And?h&le cows were ready for  you t o  get horn by the t b  YOU $ ~ t  here, huh? 

A. They w a s  ready t o  be palled and that always had to be done. 

ADDENDA I m  48 (ref .  p. 101) 

A. Yes, Tnere was mre i n  the private horre. Anyway, kksey had t o  be 
chaperoned, you know. (laughs) More or  l e s s .  It would be pract ical ly  
the school, would be there.  Probably the teacher was there, too, and we 
recogt?ized his authority,  too, you bow. 

Q. What kZnd of food d id  you n o m l l y  have at these part ies? 

A. Well . . , not often mythhg  more than a l i t t l e  lemnade o r  s o m t h b g  
of that kind, $om cookies. I don't ever r e ~ m b e r  havlng Ice c l l e m  and cake 
u n t i l  later years. Then they begin t o  se l l  home Ice cream freezers, you 
know, and when w e  was  going t o  have anything of the kind, why, we f'roze a 
f'reezer of i ce  cnzar~ and tha t  was dished fos the p&y, also.  You'd 
get all the Ice c ~ a m  you could ea t .  They boys usually paLd the b i l l  for  
that .  You had t o  buy sugar and flavoring and ice and so on, and we a lso  
did the crankbg. It would t&c a half hour or an hour to freeze a freezer, 
a good-size f&ezcr of cream, you know. Then pack It and then @;o ahead with 
your entert-nt mt l l  you was ready t o  eat. The @ r l s  would bake cakes 
and bring. You1 d have cake and i ce  cseam. 

Q, Did you ever have any w a t e m l o n  and mushwlon? 

A. No. I ncvcr r ~ m r k e r *  havhg those mlora ,  at all. I think we had one straw- 
berry festival, i f  I rernerrber rl@t. But thaG was s tu f f  you had t o  buy, 
You know, they d idnf t  pow them so much on the f m  at the start on. 

Q. Oh, Is tha t  rl$nt? Watermlon and muskmlon? 
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A. Well, I man strawberries. Oh, yes, they pew the  wa temlons  and 
mush lons ,  but I don' t ever reumber golng t o  a par ty  where we had them. 
Probably they did, l a t e r  on than I attended. I qwlt p a r t y k g  after I 
went rallroadlrlg. I was done wlth the par ty  then, because I had twelve 
hours work, you know, every day. 

AbDF,NDA ITEM 49 (-f. p. 101) 

Q. How dld tha t  work? What was a cakewalk lLke? I don't rcmrher . . . 
A. Oh, it was done by Negroes and the N e g r o e s  couldn't stay In town all 
ni@t. They had t o  go back t o  S t .  Louis that night. Raymnd wouldn't 
tolerate a niggel- overni@t. 

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  p l a t ?  

A.  N o .  I betcha If you was at Lltchfleld now and a nlgger came along, a 
hobo, he'd ask you where is  tha t  town that a n i s r  can't stay in. They 
always round It out ahead of t l r oe .  They went thmu@, they didn't stop. 

But he'd get those--a m and a worn-and they would do, oh, just crazy 
dance s teps  and ant ics .  You see a l o t  of it now on the TV when they put 
on these stunts, 

H.B. Shut off while I t e l l  you what a cakewalk Is. Cut off the . . . 
Q. N e e d  I cut it of f?  Couldn't we put it on the  . . . 
H.B. Well, i f  you've watched a drum rmjomtte prance, that's the cakewalk. 
They did It In couples, but they pranced dusk like a rrajorette does. Just 
exact lg . 
Q. Well, what w a s  the cakewalk? Did they se l l  cakes o r  soroethjng? 

A. N o ,  no. They just cal led it t ha t .  

H,B. They got a cake, t he  winness did. 

Q. Oh, I see.  

H.B. R p a t  b i g  chocolate cake. 

A. Yes, that's riet. He give them a cake. I guess he bought them a 
t icke t  for  the rrddni@t t m i n ,  too. Dow was a real progressive merchant and 
he advertised all over the country and tha t  was h i s  last s tunt ,  was bringing 
in e n t e r t a l m n t ,  you how. 

Everybody liked him. Tk was an honest a. He wasn't a @per o r  a cheater 
o r  anything, he was jus t  a r e a l  mrchant and he r a s e d  two boys. One of 
them mde a travel ing salesman for gmceriles out of S t .  Louis. And the  other 
one, last I hewd of him, was running the electric plant  for the C, T .P .S. over 
at ViYden. 

Q. Y e s ,  sir. We have t h a t  i n  here, I belleve. kt's see . . Well, t h a t ' s  
a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on down here. 
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ADDENDA ITEM 50 ( r e f .  p. 1 0 1 )  

A.  Now, I want t o  correct t h a t .  

Q. A l l  ~ l g h t ,  sir. 

A. There was a tax col lector  elected "in the  township in those days and 
he had the t a x  book. He not i f ied the people tha t  he rd  be at a cer ta in  place 
a certain day and for  a l l  of them close there t o  come in md pay thei r  taxes, 
you know. And It was on tha t  book. That's what they paid taxes by. He 
got a salary out of t h a t .  I think it pald around a hundred dollars fo r  doing 
tha t  f o r  the township. My dad held that  off ice once md he assessed the 
townshlp twice. So, those was the be@nnlng% of po l i t i c s  i n  the townships, 
you see. 

But they didn't go t o  IHllsboro t o  pay taxes mtll ,  oh, there jus t  was 
certain ones wouldn't pay them at the banks. After the tax col lector  was 
done away with, the banks took it over and you could go t o  the bank and pw 
your taxes. The county clerk m i l e d  you your tax b i l l ,  a s  they do now, and 
you took it and went t o  the bank and pald it. But there was a ce&aln m m t  
of hard-heads tha t  never would pay the bank. They had t o  @ down there and 
show off  a l i t t l e .  

Q. Do you remrrber who any of those t ax  collectors were? Other than your 
father? 

A. Oh, yes, there w a s  . . . Let's see i f  I can think now A . . This 
schoolteacher tha t  I went t o  the l a s t  term, that I thouQ;ht 30 much of ,  
Ira Blackwelder, was one of them and . . . I think George Fooks was, one 
year. Mastin Bray was, I know. They just  served one yeap. They were not 
elected fo r  three years l ike  t h h p  are nowadays, they j u s t  served one ycar. 
Then there w a s  another one elect(-?d ncxl; ycas  (and 3.t was rather  a cornpetitlive 
thing, you mow. Men got a l o t  of fun out of it. l%ey never made enernles 
tha t  I ever h e w  of ,  running a w l n s t  one another. Th@ytd kid one another 
and take on, but I never lolew of them f a l l i n g  out o r  getting md o r  anything 
of the kind. They alwqys took i t  good natured. The best man won. 

I remnber Ira Blackwelder mn for  assessor that spring. IJe was r l @ t  out 
of college and a young m, but Dad had assessed the township once before. 
So, he come out tha t  spring and he says, "what chance do you tMnLc I have?" 
He sald to m;, and I says, "Well, I don't h o w .  You've got a hard rrBn to 
beat now because t ha t  boy w i l l  go out and talk." And he could taLk. Well, 
Dad says, ' ' I ' m  just agolvlg t o  go ahead.'! Says, t l I1ve announced n~yself.  1'11 
gc ahead." 

So, tha t  ni@t he corn arllding In on his horse-they held the elect ion down 
a t  the town ha l l .  It s down here yet .  He come ar3 ding i n  on his horse tha t  
night and I rushed out to-'Well," I says, "who beat, Dad?" and he says, 
Who do you think?" I says, 'Well, I wmt to howl 'I and he says, "Well, I 
did and," he says, "it afforded me quite a b i t  of satisTaction." (lau&terl 
Because he had an elphth ~Tade edu.cat.lon and that other guy bad a college one. 

Q. Was tha t  in Pltman townshlp here? 
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A. No. That was Zanesville. I don't bow who was up in here. I wasn't 
acquainted up In he= at that t h ~  about the p o l i t i c a l  situation. I dld 
how some of the supervisors because I ' d  hear f r o m  o w  supemrlsor about 
who was on the P i t m  board. 

Q, Do you remember who any o f t h o s e  were? 

A. Yes. Fel ix  Richardson was. Oh, there was  a rran named . . . If I can 
t h h k  of his mm . . . He bomded with my father-ln-law. He w m  e i the r  a 
bachelor o r  a widower and he boarded vj-lth them a l l  the t im but he had a big 
T m  down there where Charles Long l ives .  He owned tha t  land and his n m  
was . . . $Wan@ 1 can ' t  semmber it. I never met the man, buG I heasd the 
folks t a l k  about him so much. Well, he was a supervisor. Felix Richmdsan 
was a supemisor . . . and . . . 
Q. That wasn't a Te r ry ,  by any chance, was it? 

A. No. I don't rewmber a Terry but I thlnk Charlie Long was once. They 
tried t o  pick good substantial  men tha t  tbey could depend on t o  protect the 
in te res t  of the township, you how. (pause) I hemd . . . oh, and Hen B w e t  
was one, too, because I remrrber q y  wife t e l l i n g  about Uncle Hen would always 
brlng born, when he went down on the board, he'd spend the day at Hlllsboro, 
you know, and when he'd get ready to start how, held @ dom t o  one af the mat 
m k e t s  o r  somplace where they had e e s h  oysters, and he'd buy a @ion of fresh 
oysters and brlng them hone with him and they a l l  loved those m s h  oysters.  

Q. Yes, sir.  (la@$ter) 

END OF TAPE 

A D D m A  ITEM 51 ( r e f .  p.  101) 

A. Well, Fmrsv l l l e  never s ta r ted ,  you how, until the rai l road went 
through. It and Waggoner a re  about the saxe age and they b d l t  up--you can 
find out exactly when t h i s  rai l road went t h r o w  here. It went t h r o w  the 
second year we l lved on the Gerlach place. There was no railmad here lyl the 
f'irst year. As I t o l d  you, we went t o  McVey ancl t o  Glrard for our coal. Had 
t o  haul it tha t  far. And then the next year, why, the rai l road had got throu@. 
It cam down as soon as they could begin worklng the q o m d  t o  grade up. They 
had t o  geade a roadbed, you know, and they had t o  do that with scrapers and 1;eam. 
They hired E n ,  all the men they could, you how, t o  do tha t .  Farmers a l l  a- 
rowd the neighborhood t o  help them bul ld that grade. 

I can rewmber c1lmbIn.g up on the shed down there,  guess it was a hog shed. 
I could stand up on it and see over the hedge and I could watch the work 
trah work back arid forth.  He1 d brlng down a load of t ies,  push them ahead 
of hlm, and they'd unload them and lay them d m .  Then, he'd have a load of 
rails right behind them and they'd strlng those r a i l s  and spitke them dow and 
he'd run on down wlth the next ou t f i t ,  tha t  much farther, you know. I watched 
h h  go through Waggoner and go on down out of sight there.  Bub I don't krmi 
what year it was. But you can f b d  tha t  out,  There's a record someplace of 
when tha t  I, C . [ I l l i no i s  Central Railroad] went throu& the=. 

Well, then, George Fooks s ta r ted  ri@t In wrlth a coal bin because he didn't  
l i ke  hauling coal f'rom them places, e i ther .  And they could brlrrg S t  up *om 
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Stauton and M t .  Olive and they a,lso could b m g  it f r o m  Springfield. 
Sprbgf le ld  had a h e ,  right there In town! And they could brlng It 
f'rorn there. So, George had a coal bin a@- tha t  second winter. 

Q. Hadn't Henry Wagoner mved over next t o  where that rai l road cam 
through before it cam throu@? Do you recall? 

A.  You rean where you're l iving? 

&. Well, it was just a few feet  east of that. There was a house there, 
t ha t  I don't know . . . 
A. Well, t ha t  w a s  before my  ti^, then, because tha t  was the only house 
I ever re~rrSser Henry havlng. He was l i v ing  in it when I cam up here t o  
work for  Richardson. 

He and Wayne could m w  tha t  lawn with a scythe and do a g o d  job . I j u s t  
always wondered how they sharpened those scythes. I watched them mw, I 
could see them do it, -but I never dld have nerve e n o w  t o  go over and ask 
how he sharpened those scythes. They evidently could both whet a scythe 
down t o  a keen edge every time, you know. 

ADDENDA ITE;111 52 (ref. p. 102) 

A. Yes, Morrisonville was ahead, of Raymnd. 

Q. Oh, it was ahead of Raymnd. 

A. Yes. And then Raymnd developed. You m i g h t  say just like F m r s v i l l e  
and Wagpner, they both bu i l t  up to support the countyy mmd them, you see. 
Morrisonville made the b l m r  town, but I mess Raymnd has about caught up 
with it now. 

Q. I don't h o w .  

A. Well, there's so many f m r s  has gone i n t o  Raymrld. My, therefs an 
awful bunch of them haw gone i n  there and b u l l t  houses. 

ADDENDA ITEM 53 (ref. p. 102) 

A. And they shawened dlscs.  They'd take a dlsc blade off and pound her 
cold and just have it razor-edge. 

Q. Without hcatirlg it at a l l ?  

A. No, sir! Just start In about tha t   fa^ back and d r a w  her down u n t i l  she'd 
jus t  be a razor-edge on it and only chasge you $3.50 for shWpening twelve 
of those blades. 

M u s t  have taken them quite t o  do it,  didn't it? 

A. Yes. A day! I used t o  just stand and m e 1  at them. HOW they could 
s t i ck  t o  tha t .  He'd have a tong, you how, to handle t ha t  sharp edge and 
he'd bring her wound and tha t  old hmmr would go clang, clang and he'd go 
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mtil  hfs .am would get too t i r e d  and then he'd lay it down and walk out- 
s ide and rub h l s  amn and wipe h i s  forehead. Pretty soon, he was back a- 
pounding away. 

A1 Jones was on 
I don't believe 
nam . 

one s ide of the road and . . . m o  was that  other m? 
I'll be able t o  t e l l  you. I've forgotten tha t  Tellow's 

Q. Was t h i s  In Waggoner, o r  Raymond? 

A. No, Fiaymond. They didn't  have a blacksmLth In  Waggoner until It w a s ,  
oh, several years old. Then they got; a blacksrmlth shop. Wlnfleld Kessler 
got it i n  there, He mew they needed one and he t o ld  them he would build 
them a b d l d i n g  there and rent it t o  them f o r  so much i f  they'd mve i n  
there.  

He got a dandy srrdth, too. He was a - r e a l  one. He could do pret ty  new 
anything. He could work on car. (chuckles) Well, I man he could pound 
out s t e e l  and b o ~  holes I n  It and so on. About l i ke  they do i n  the wage, 
now. 

And he bou&t a11 the furs tha t  the boys i n  the nelgjiborhood could t r ap .  
A l l  they had t o  do w a s  just tie a wire around their neck, if they were a 
skmk o r  whatever they were, and put them on the m n t  end of the car  and 
take them t o  town and held take them off and take them i n  these and skin 
them. Throw the carcass on the flnmace, you Imm, o r  where he could bum 
it up, and then he'd s t re tch  the hide. 

And boy, he a d  buy a mss of hldes, too! I bet he made a p o d  l o t  of mney. 
I bet he mde mre out of that  than he dld ollC of the blacksmlthing became 
he bou@t--one winter I sold him I don't know haw mny skunks. f had a barn 
out here that had a raised hallway and they Just had t ha t  f u l l  of dens. I ' d  
se t  traps under there and, pret ty  near every night, I'd get a skunk, I ' d  
k i l l  them under there,  i f  I could. Shoot them, you how. Then drag them out 
of the t r a p  and take a w i r e  and t l e  m u n d  t h e i r  neck and t i e  them t o  the 
b q e r  of the cay and. go In town. And he'd give $3.50 for one of them, the 
skin on the anlmal , He d skin it . He ' d rather do the skinning himself. He 
l l ke  it rather  than t o  have everybody t sy  t o  skin. 

But he--his health fajled f lna l ly  and he had t o  gt away wherc it wasnl t so 
busy and hc mved over t o  Nllwood and I thinlc be quit ent l re ly  at Nilwood. 
I: thlnk he @t t o  where he just couldn't hack It any longer, He'd wo~ked 
too hard. 

ADDENDA ITEM 54 (wf. p. 103 and 104) 

&. Is that  comect,  sir? A1)oul; a foot and a half thick on those rollers? 

A. That 's rl@t. About eighteen inches Is what you wanted your, rollers. 
The woo&orker up at  the shop wou1.d trSm them down with a hand ax u n t i l  they 
were the  s m  a l l  the way around. You know, so they'd f i t  on the gound a l l  
the way around. We'd mke them round, too. B a t  was another thing. Trees 
are  not always round, you know. But he'd have t o  round them off and then he 
se t  pins i n  the ends t o  go i n  the f'rarnes t o  p u l l  them by, you know. You put 
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two of those logs In  one Pam and hitched a team t o  them. You had a seat 
up on tha t  t o  add welmt t o  the logs. 

I remrrber one tim the mn at Fqrmnd cam t o  my dad and he says, "Geor@;e, 
I b o w t  a tree of John Kelly down here tha t  I think wi l l  rrake me three o r  
four ro l le rs .  Have you got t im t o  cow and look at it? I want you t o  cut 
i t .  I t  Well, I tagged along and when we e;ot down there,  It was a b w r  oak 
t r ee .  Now, you don't how the difference i n  a bur r  oak and a white oak, but 
a burr oak's the one tha t  has the b i g  acorns that overcap them, klnd of.  
Well, t h a t ' s  the burr oak. Then, the  white oak had a s l i m  acorn. Then, 
there was the post oak and the red oak and the p i n  oak. All of those had 
different shaped acorns. You could go under the  t r e e  and, if you w e r e  
acquainted with the t m e r ,  you could t e l l  what the t=e was without looking 
up. Look at the acorns, you'd know what It w a s .  

Well, t h i s  was a bu r r  oak t r ee ,  or  post oak, and It g r e w  r imt  on the bank 
of the creek. Ri&t  on It and it would fal l  across the creek Just as easy 
as it would fa l l  the other w4y. We looked it over pretty camfu l ly  while 
we were down there and Pa a-ed with hlm. He thou@t there was the  logs 
in there f o r  the four ro l l e r s .  So, he says, 'kll, I '11 do my very best ,  
now, t o  fall. this ri@t out  her^ where you can go t o  work on It when you 
get ready. I' 

So, we went d m  with our heart  i n  our muth t o  s a w  that t r e e  down. We had 
a crosscuL saw, I remmber we stood rimt on the edge of the creek bank and 
sawed i n  there and we @t i n  t o  where we was  halfway i n  the tree. Well, we 
begin putting wedgs i n  here. Iron wedges. You've seen them, I p r e s m .  

Q. Yes, s ly .  

A. We'd drlve them i n  as far as we could so as t o  put pressme agahst tha t  
tree t o  thmw it wheE we wanted It and we kept on u n t i l  we got to where it 
was th in  enough tha t  you needed t o  thww It. Then we just  drove the wedges 
and made them t h r o w .  Of course, It broke o f f  a piece of the wood tha t  we 
hadn't sawed but tha t  didn' t  &e any difference, t ha t  dldnl t  count for any- 
thing. And it f e l l  ri&t where w e  wanted it, (chuckles) Oh, dld we heave 
a sip$ of ~ l i e f .  

Well then, we had It t o  t d m ,  all the limbs off and saw them even with the 
wood, and saw it in to  those lengths. He gave us the lengths and we sawed the 
t r e e  up Into those lengths. 

Well then, he cam down t o  the t b b e r ,  when Dad not i f led  him, and worked the 
bwk off and worked them down t o  a certain end. He hlred a dram i n  R a w n d  
t o  cow down and brlng h i s  m y  wagon. He c o d d  roll those logs i n  the wagon. 
They were short e n o m ,  they woud roll I n  the wagon box, you how. Well, I 
think w e  helped load them, I T  I r e ~ r r b e r  ri&t. A man named Hemy, Joe Henry, 
w a s  the d r a y m .  Dad and I both h e w  him well. Well, we loaded half of the 
logs i n  one t r i p .  That was a b ig  load, too, and he had t o  pu l l  out t h r o w  
the tirker f o r  quite a ways before held get t o  a road, just p a l  tha t  t h s o w  
the tlrrber, you know, but held picked out a road when he drove in, and he took 
them In and In two t r l p s ,  why, he took those logs Into the workshop up at 
R m n d  . 
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Well, of course, there had been a l o t  hem, of f  of the~n d m  there in the  
t m e r .  They made som beautiful ro l l e r s .  Boy, t hem was  Tow r o l l e r s  
went out of there tha t  were rea l ly  beautiful and those would last,  Those 
would l a s t  t en  ye-, i f  a fellow took s o w  care of them, put them up off  
the ground i n  the  winter, you how, and took so- care of them. 

And tha t  was ahead of the Iron mller. Well, then, by the tW tbose wore 
out, the Iron r o l l e r  was belng developed and sold in the s t ~ r e  with the 
implemnt:; the sam as other things, you know, and they dld so much b e t t e r  
work than the logs t ha t  the log mller disappeared completely. I don't 
thlnk you could f ind one Iln the country anywhere now. They a l l  ro t ted  out 
and disappeared. 

I had one i m n  ro l l e r .  Sold it at the sale. I 've  often wondered what be- 
came of it because, a f t e r  they got t o  wing more gan@, o r  mre plows--you 
!mow, l ike  four o r  SIX o r  so on--why , they didnl t depend on tha t  Iron roller 
so much as they dld on the disc because they put in a big d l g c  and had hy- 
draulics t o  put her  i n  the ground, you h o w ,  and they didn't need those rollers. 

The last year I used mine, t ha t  I remmber of ,  I had twenty acres of ground 
tha t  I wanted t o  put i n  corn and it got too dry on me. f couldn't get t o  
it  f a s t  eno* and it got too dry and when I plowed i t ,  it mde chunks Jus t  
about like tha t .  Well, 1 seen tha t  I couldnl t get anywhere that way, wrlth 
tha t ,  t o  plow it with a gang plow and try t o  work it down. Frmk Derby lived 
down there south of mc and he had got a Fordson, I called h h  up when I seen 
what I was up amnst  and I says, "Frank, how near are you done p l a t i n g  corn?'' 
He says, "I finished today. I t  and I says, 'Would them be any chance, then, 
t o  get you t o  plow twenty acres f o r  m ? "  And he says, "Yes, sir. 1'11 be 
there in the m&g, i f  you want E. l1 And I saZd, 'Well, haw rmch w i l l  you 
want t o  plow I t ? "  "Well, he says, "I want a dol lar  an acre. And tha t  was 
hard stuff, And I says, "Well, you ' ve got a j 02s.  You corn on it tommow 
mrnlng md I '11 be waiting fo r  you wlth a team and the roller and the  harrow. " 

And I took f lve  horses and hitched them onto tha t  i ron r o l l e r  and then I put 
a harrow behind it and put heavy wei@ts on it. Hedge poles and weighted her 
down good, you know. I followed Derby a l l  day, jus t  as fast as he made a 
mom f o r  rrle t o  gc through, why I was on i w t h  tha t  outfit and, conseqmntly, 
I dim1 t le t  any m r e  m l s t w e  get away. I had enougb by working It l i k e  tha t  
to--I disced it, then, a f t e r  that--and I had e n o m  molsture to brhg up tha t  
corn. I pt twenty acres of corn In, that  I couldn't have got in to save rr~y 

l i f e ,  but for  tha t  t rac tor .  

That w a s  the last t- I ever remnS3er using r q ~  i ron  ro l l e r .  I didn't we 
it any mre after tha t  because, with my gang plow, I ld have t o  plow land and 
then get the r o l l e r  and use It, you know. So, Instead of tha t ,  Why, I ld plow 
land and then I 1 d  get on a harrow and side the harrow and break it up better, 
o r  good emu@, t o  hold m i s t u r e  untf 1 I could disc It. 

I counted on a week's t l r r e  t o  plant twenty acres of corn. You could take 
three days t o  plow it and then it would take you a day-well, it took you 
two days, I thjmk, I: think it took two days t o  dlsc  It and then you had t o  
harrow down behind your dlsc  and then get on wlth your planter. So, If I 
could get in twenty acres i n  a week, I counted it ;m extra good week. 
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ADDENDA ITElY 55 (ref. p. 103) 

A, Well, you used tha t  r o l l e r  a l o t  of tires, a f t e r  the nrst cult3vatlon. 
We would cul t ivate  corn and then s t r a d a e  those rows wlth the m l l e s  and 
compact tha t  t o  hold mis tu re ,  you how. If it was threateniulg t o  be dry 
a t  a l l ,  why tha t  s o l l e r  w a s  a compacter and it was a very usef'ul tool .  
Especially tha t  i ron r o l l e r  was. When we got them, why, you could just 
compact ground pret ty  good, I ' ll t e l l  you, and it would hold m i s t w e .  
Well then, i f  you didn ' t  need it a f t e r  the second cultivatlan, why, you was 
done ro l l ing  because the corn ppt bigger and you'd break it with your roller-- 
aturnPng m u n d ,  at l eas t .  

We dld everything we could t o  save s t a l k s  of corn at the end. That ' s why 
I said mules was  so much be t te r .  I worked mules a l o t  when I; worked out, 
but I never did have nerve enoua  t o  buy any. Z was a-aild of the tMn@. 
And John Waggoner just enjoyed them. He says, "I don't believe they ' l l -  
klck m ." Well, they'd sure klck m! (laster) I worked them. 1 worked 
for one fellow that he had a jenny mule tha t  he worked in  the middle on a 
harrow. He'd put .three horses on a harrow and put me on tha t  harrow and 
put a curb b i t  on--you know what a curb b i t  is, don't you? 

Q I t h W  so. 

A. It woad have levers down here and they mshed the tongue? 

Q. Yes, silr. 

A,  Well, he would put a ourb-ballng w l r e  mound here . . . 
Q. Under the chln. 

A. . . . In addltlon t o  a l l  of tha t  and when you pulled, it cut into t ha t  
f lesh. & arms would get so t l r e d  aholdlng tha t  mule back that I'd s l i p  
those 1 h e s  around qy shoulders. The blood would be adroppbg off of her 
chln, right along. She didn ' t  pay any at tent ion t o  it at all, just plowed 
ri@t ahead and she never dld o f fe r  t o  klck m3, but I always expected it. 
(laughs > 
When I flrst went t o  work fo r  him, I coul,dtnlt ha l t e r  her or  couldntt put a 
br idle  on her and I says, "Well, I don't know how I'm 8 p h g  to work t h I S  
mule. '' And he Says, "Aw , thmw me your hat . 'I I had on a straw hat and he 
had on a f e l t  hat .  He says, "I' 11 thmw you mine. He thmwed rn h i s  old 
black hat and I put it on. Walked ri&t up and put the halter on and put 
the br idle  on. No trouble a t  a l l .  He  says, "By n i # ~ t ,  she'll be used t o  
your voice and you won't have any  mre tmuble." Well, sure @no@, tha t  
was the case. We changed hats  when w e  start;ed t o  the fleld. (Lau&ter) 

Q. She w a s  used t o  tha t  black hat ,  then? 

A. Yes. And hLs voice. Those thin@;;--a d e  i s  s d e r  than a horse. 
That sane mule, the reason tha t  he worked her in the mlddle, like I'm 
a te l l lng  you, he had another. mule tha t  went with her and he used them 
on hls  surrey arid haulcd his fanlily (around. I-Ie had n s ~ r r e y  and he hauled 
them all. amund wi . th  them doggone rnulcs, and they took a notion, one 

Bert Aikman Memoir, Vol. II -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



day, t o  run off with a waGn. Why, you could no more hold them than you 
could hold a t r e e  and they just  run off  and If t k y ' d  have ever taken the 
notion with tha t  surrey, he'd ak l l led  h i s  whole o u t f i t ,  you how. Well, 
after they run off with that  wapn, he says, "You're not awing t o  work 
those mules together. I' 

Well, there was two of us fellows, about the s a m  s ize ,  wo~klng far him 
and the other fellow was a mnth-hand and I was  a day-hand, and he wanted 
tha t  team of mules t o  plow corn wlth on account of what I to ld  you about 
the way they'd turn  m u n d .  You never had t o  touch a l ine  t o  them when 
you come t o  the end of the f i e l d .  !They jus t  h e w  enoum t o  turn around 
and get on tha t  row. Horses, you had t o  @de them mound and so on. Well, 
he begged the o ld  man t o  le t  hlm take those mules and he begged and begged 
and begged and he says, "1'11 not lay down the lines a single tW." He 
says, "1'11 keep them on me and 1'11 have F k r t  bring the jug to r r ~  when I 
want t o  drink. " We agreed t o  tha t ,  a l l  three of us, and he took the mules 
and we wept t o  the f i e l d  with them. 

Well, we were cu l t iva thg  corn a mile and a half f r o m  how and we was plowing 
along as nice as you please. Didn't even think about a m w a y ,  he had the 
l lnes  a m m d  over his shoulders. Walking and plowing, and I was over hem, 
rl@~t a t  the  s lde of the team, awalking and plowlng, you know, All at once 
a f l y  got on Jen t s  belly and she kicked a t  it, and when she I& om her 
foot,  she l e t  It astraddle the tongue. Well, she ~ ~ a t e l y  sat down on 
tha t  tongue and she just  snapped it o f f  r i @ t  back of the neck yoke, you 
lolow. Well, when tha t  popped, why, away went the mules, you how. 

Well, tha t  o ld  tongue was adiffgFng in the p m d ,  you how, and it would go 
up in the air and them shovels would corn down and they jerked him off  his 
fee t  before he went t en  steps and he w o u l h t t  le t  loose of those lines, he 
kept them around here and l e t  them drag him Why, them shovels would just 
miss hLs head. They d c o ~  down l i k e  tha t .  I ' d  think every minute 1' d see 
h l s  braLns up on there,  you know. 

Well, they run u n t l l  they turned the  whole cultivator strailght up and I 
thol@lt, . lrNow, I hope t o  goodness it hits them rI&t in  the back. I t  But they 
just  eased out so it didn't. It didn't touch ( l a w t e r )  . . . and away 
they went until they made kindling wood of It and then they ras! right back 
t o  where they had sp i l led  him and cow t o  htm. Face t o  him. And stopped. 
( l a u e t e r )  They' d had t h e i r  fhn. "We ' r e  ready to go ahead. " 

He had t o  dr ive them horn then and tell h i s  tale to the old m, you know, 
and tha t  settled It. They never dld get t o  work together a@;ln. (laughter) 

Q. Sir, which f m r  was t h i s  t ha t  you were working for? 

A, George Morrell. He was the fellow thak we sacked the two thousand bushels 
of wheat for .  

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. We were both n m d  Bert. He  was two years older than re but he wasn't 
any bigger. I was as good a man as he was but ,  boy, how we dld work. 
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Well, we cultivated--he took those cul t ivators  t o  town and the blacksmkh 
mde them over and put them together and put in the wood that  w a s  needed 
and so on- Made them over, new tongue, and broumt them back, and we went 
t o  using them i n  three days. So, it wasn't a clear  loss.  (lams) But 
it was too funny now, them running, spPll  that cultivatoor a l l  over the 
f i e ld ,  then cow back t o  him and stand facing him and stop! 

Q. Asking I f  he was ready t o  gc amin ,  huh? (laughter) 

,ADDENDA I m  56 ( r e f .  p. 104) 

A. We took our lunch with us, i n  a basket. Went on a t r a in .  They m an 
excurslon t-raln f'mm Lltchfield t o  Springfield fo r  a dollar .  We waited 
around Wagqoner mtl l  it pulled i n .  It had a whole s t r j n g  of passenger 
coaches, you !mow. I expect they'd take a thousand people In there of a 
morning. They'd have a t e r r ib l e  t ra inload by the time they got t o  Spring- 
f i e ld .  Every statlion had hundreds of people wdt ing ,  you how, because it 
was a new thing. I think It was new t o  mst of the f m r s  . 
And then, the f m r s  begin t o  show stuff, you know. The agricul tural  depart- 
m n t  took it up and wanted stuff shown and they be& showing it. Well, 
t ha t  d r e w  a l l  the f m r s .  Everybody wanted t o  see the best hog$, the best 
s teer ,  the best  horse, and the best team of mules, and so on. And they had 
pulling contests f o r  the horses and the miLes. Tried them out, you how, 
wilth some kind of mchine tha t  they could set the brake on, and keep se t t ing  
it u n t i l  they-and it m a s t e r e d  what they was pulling, what they were dolng 
at the drawbar. Well, a l l  those thlngs we= mat t;nter%aAmnt for  us fellows. 
You how, t o  see them horses and mules pull .  

I remrrber one fellow tha t  I got ao t i ck led  at.  (chuckles) He had a good 
team of mules and he couldnl t mke them do what he wanted t o .  They wouldnl t 
allow him t o  cuss. (laughs) They sald,  "'l"nerets t o  be no profanity1 Any 
fellow that  cusses takes his team right off." ( l a m s )  Well, he got his 
team out of there .  I remmber as  he was mhitching, he t m e d  wound and I 
was standing there.  He says, "If I could of cussed, I could have gone on 
another t e n  feet!" He was mad. (la@ter) 

They be& building sheds and b r i n g k g  in mre and mre stock all, the time 
and then they developed the woman p a r t  of it, too, and the cookery place was 
rmde and they exhibited cakes and pies and bread, cookles and mats. The= 
was jus t  pret ty  near everythhg exhibited there that was cooked on a famn. 

Q. k t  I S  see. (IntervLewer reading out loud) "'key had fireworks and a 
balloon ascension and a l l  those t h i n g  tha t  we= . . . 11 

A. You had t o  stay fo r  night for  tha t  and take the n lmt  tr& horn. 

ADDI$DA ITEM 57 ( r e f .  p. 105) 

A. I run inside a building once. He flew upslde down and come right at us, 
you know, and he was  going. Boy, was he e;oln$l He was aflylzlg awful fa& 
and I run Inside of the Arsenal. It was out there at tha t  t h ~ .  b y ,  I 
wasn' t taking any chance on him coming down. He wasnt t up over f l f ' ty  o r  a 
hundred feet, you know. He was r ight  down where we could see hls face. 
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Q. Can't do tha t  any more .  They won.'t l e t  you f l y  that  close t o  crowds. 

I A. Well, they shouldn't have l e t  him. And then they put it i n  the t en t  
1 when he got in  his stunts ,  and I pald t h l r t y  cents t o  get in the tent and 
' see the thing as it w a s  and they had a fellow there that wouldnlt l e t  you 

touch it. He couldn ' t l e t  you put your hands on it at all. It was all 
1 canvas, you Imm, o r  the b ig  end of It was canvas. He says, 'You don1 t 
1 want t o  k i l l  that  fellow, do you? If you go t o  handling It, the= will be 
I , a hole come there and he '11 be ditched. I' 

H.B. Had t o  keep people mrn yanklvlg a piece off f o r  a souvenir, 

ADDENDA I'I!@l 58 (ref.  p. 105) 

A. . . . the bicycles. When I worked f o r  M r .  Richardson up here, I bo@t 
an old secondhand one and I fixed it up and run It for ,  oh, the two seasons 
I worked there.  1 could run around over the-not too far you know, but 1 
could go horn and back on it and so on. 

Well, when I sta.rtcd i n  on the railroad, why, I went t o  this schoolteacher 
tha t  I t h o w t  so much of.  He had starrted the  implemnt business in R m n d  
by tha t  time, and I asked him i f  he couldn't get IE a rig so I could ride 
on a mil, And he says, "I just  believe I can and I' 11 find out ,  " So, he 
took it wlth the hardware people and they soon shipped h i m  the o u t f i t .  
It had a brace tha t  went f'rorn the fYont and back of your wheels, so  as t o  
hold it steady, and It went across here and it had a llttle flanged wheel-- 
double flanged, flange on both sides of the rai l .  You'd put that on your 
bicycle so you leaned a l i t t l e  t o  It, a1.l the the. Well, I could go the 
five miles down t o  tha t  tower and board at how. I could outrun a handcar. 
I had fellows try t o  catch r r ~  on a handcar, with four m a  apwping with all 
their might, and I could outrun them, but . . . 
Q. Did you put speclal  wheels on the bicycle, then, t o  . . . 
A. No, just the regulm p n e m t i c  tires. 

Q. Where did they run, on the rail? 

A. On the  mil. They1 d s tay  over here on t h i s  rail by tha t  brace over hem.  

Q. Oh, that one outri,gger held i t ?  

A.  Yes. That held the whole thing on. 

Well, another thing tha t  w a s  a m a t  advantage i n  tha t  thlng. Somtimes 5 
had -to go o r  cow i n  a fog when I wouldnlt h o w  where the frcipjlt t r a ins  
were. Wouldn I t ;  hiow h i  :l I @t clown there: whcrc thcy were. And I ran r ipht  
in to  {;he face of an old locomjtjve corni-rig at m and he'd jut loom up out of  
thc fog, you kncjw,  not cjvc-~ f i f t y  yas& away and--wel.l, all I ' d  haw t o  do was  
just, Jurrq) off' m r l  take that and s tcp aside. I could take it off just l i k e  
tha t ,  the whole thing arid . . . 
Q. You couldnl t do tha t  with a handcar. 

A. You couldrllt do i t  w i t h  u hwdy-gurdy, either. !hey had the thllee wheel 
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Q. Three wheel cars? 

A. Yes. Tnree wheel cars. They pumped them back and fofih,  th is  way, 
wlth a gear and the gears were on the two wheels that  were over here on 
t h i s  pall. That one just  steadied them. You could muz a pre t ty  good 
speed. Sow of the fellows tha t  had them put sails on them, too, and, 
oh boy, they 'd  mm so fast you'd get scared, on the sail. I bomwed 
one, one tim when the wheel was down. Went ham on I t  and-just tha$ 
one sail, you held the s a i l  i n  the wind as you wanted It and you l e t  if 
off  If' you wanted it--@ t o  @ng so f a s t  I thoupj~t the  thing was gohg 
t o  leave the t rack and 1 l e t  the sail out clear around, l e t  bey slow down. 
m, how it would go i n  a good wjnd. 

Q. And you called t h i s  a h u r d y - m y ,  you say? 

A. A hurdy-gurdy, tha t  was what they called them. I can't spe l l  t ha t .  NOW, 
don't ask me t o  spe l l  tha t .  I don1 t know. But tha t  belonged t o  the pail- 
road and they would only furnish them t o  l i n e m  o-a fellow tha t  kept up 
the wkres had one, The inspector tha t  went over the mad had one. Oh, 
there was flve or  SIX fellows that I h e w  tha t  had them, and then the fellow 
tha t  worked d t h  me In the tower, he had t o  get one someway. I don't 
Wow how he g ~ t  it. 1 t r i e d  t o  get one but khey just l a w e d  at IIE . They 
said, 'We just don't furnish them for you Tellows In towers ." So, I never 
could get one, but that  fellow had one. He wed it every day. 

Q. Where did he l ive?  

A. He l ived i n  Utchf l e ld .  Herd corn out t o  the tower, run it m u n d  be- 
hind the tower out of sl&t, and when he got ready t o  go home be 'd f h d  
how the tl'alns was, get on, and beat It between trains t o  Litchfleld.  Take 
It off wlth him, he had a place tha t  he hid it down there and locked It up. 
But I rode my old bicycle those two yeam--or tha t  one ye%--that I was down 
there.  I rode the bicycle. 

Q. What was the name of the fellow tha t  ran the h p l e m n t  s tore? 

A. Blackwelder. He was rqy last teacher and he was a well-educated man. 
An awful f lne  fellow. I t o l d  you about my dad rwu?ing a@Lr& him f o r  
assessor and beating him, and get t ing a great deal of sa t i s fac tbn  out of 
it , It didnl t Suffle Ira a b l t  . He says, "The best man won, " and he went 
~ L g h t  ahead and helped IE all he could, you know, i n  school and every way, 
and then pt m these things, anything I wanted l ike  the a t t a c h n t s  fo r  
tha t ,  r e p a r s  for  tha t  wheel, why, he Id get them for  IW . 
&. Was he related t o  the Blackwelders i n  Litchfield? 

A. Yes. There was quite a famlly of the old stock, Did you know Pearl? 

Q. If ve hemd of Pearl Blackwelder. Yes, slr. 

A. Well, Pearl was a cousin of h i s  and Pearl ran a clothing s tore  there 
f o r  years, you know. 

Q. Oh, yes. 
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A. And there w a s ,  in Pearl 's  famfly there w a s  four mn. There was Ben 
and . . . I can't think of the oldest fellow's nam now. Arthur was the 
youngest and there was Ben and then Pearl and then M h u r .  That was the 
three younger ones, but I can't remerber that older fellow's name. He 
was a grown mn when I w a s  s t i l l  a boy and--well, there was  four Blackweldem, 
you see, tha t  spread around over the comtry, and then them wag mother  
man, a Blackwelder . . . I don' t remrrber him having any fanrlly, tho@. 
T can't thlnk of h is  nam. He w a  a bmther  t o  Bill Blackwelder, the man 
who w a s  the father  of Ira, rr~y teacher, and he was also the father of . . . 
h i s  oldest @l.'s rn was . . . What was It, Nel? 

H.B. Eva? 

A .  No. 

H.B. B l l 1  Blackwelder's? B i l l  Blackwelder's d a m t e r ?  

A. Bill Blackwelder's oldest g i r l .  

H .B . Well, tha t  was Eva McGow~m. 

A. Yes. Eva. And then he had a Rosie. They were all schoolteachers. 
And then his youngest boy was Walter and he mde a f a m r .  He stuck t o  
the fm, but all the rest of them got education enough tha t  they worked 
at tha t  . 
Blackwelder, the old m, was the only patron of the d l s t r l c t  that took an 
active in te res t  in it. He cam t o  the school and heard classes mclte and 
c o m n t e d  on them and so on. He took an active par+, because he wanted hls 
kfds t o  have a good education. 

I remrrber him t e l l i n g  one time about . . . We had a teacher tha t  I t o l d  
you-his n m  was Pennington-when he got the A class up, he didn't hear 
anythlng e lse .  M r .  Blackwelder was there one dw and he was t e l l k g  Pennlngton 
about a problem that  he s a w  glven t o  a young lieutenant when he was i n  the 
C T v i l  War, and it was dlgglng a trench on an angle. He had t o  draws blue- 
print  of it and then put mr? i n  there and they dug by the b l u e p r h t  and the 
old man says, "1 couldn't do it. I' Says, "1 couldn't figure that to save rql 
l i f e  and I t h o w t  I was pret ty  mod Fn m t h e m t i c s  but,  " he says, "that 
lleutenan'c j mt  flgumd her just l i k e  It w a s  an easy problem and tiand~3~3 
out and they went t o  work and they dug t h e i r  trench. Got them h. " 

And he to ld  m, also, another experience that S never forgot. He said they 
had a forced m c h  one tlnae. The enemy ppt boo close t o  them and they had 
to backtrack and they had a forced mrch and he said,  "We m e h e d  a1.1 day and 
went into caup that night. Everybody was t i red ,  because we walked. " And 
he says, "I was a sergeant and I had t o  place the guard. There was one young 
fellow i n  the  bunch tha t  was just awful t i r ed . "  He says, "1 saw he was agobe; 
to go to sleep, soon as I l e f t  him, but I put him In a msporrsible place and 
I says, 'Now, you're not t o  @ t o  sleep. Remnber tha t ,  because if you do, 
your l i a b l e  t o  wake up with a bayonet pinnlLng you t o  this tree. ' So, 'l he says ,  
"1 walted about two hours and I slipped out there  and sure enom,  he was lean- 
h g  there with his muth open just  asnoring. He had set ais srrlfle d m  
at the slde of the  t r e e  and," he says, "I put tha t  bayonet aminst h i s  chest 
and woke hlm." ( l a w t e r )  He says, "If you ever saw a fellow scared! I don't 
t h h k  he shut h i s  eyes the rest o f  the niP;ht." Bert Aikman Memoir, Vol. II -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



Q. I woddnlt  thlnlc so. That sleeplng on duty In tim3 of w a r  is a . . . 
A. He says, "I wasn't golng t o  report him but I wanted hlrrl to have a 
real scare . I t  He says, "I had that bayonet r i @ t  where they would have 
put it . " 
Q. S i r ,  I 've  forgotten the year of the SpanlSh-Awrican W a r .  Ib you 
remriber anyt;hlng about the Spanish-krerican War? 

A. Well, I wasn't qulte old enough t o  e n l i s t  o r  be draficd, I: rewrrber 
it. L e t ' s  see . . . 
H.B. Wasn't t ha t  1898? In 1898 o r  1902 .  

A. Well, It w a s  ri@t along there because I w a s  workhg out and I think I 
w a s  working at Rlchardsonls at t ha t  the, when the Wamner boys, there w S  
several boys f 'mm Waggoncr enl is ted,  went over the=. Jess Voyles was one 
of them and . . . oh, there was one of the . . . Rewrrbering m s  now, 
way back . . . There was--I thlnk there w a s  three boys from Waggoner went. 
But they dldnlt much mre than get over there u n t i l  they were mustered out, 
you know. A s  soon as Teddy mde up tha t  hill (lams) tha t  ended it and 
they got t o  corn horn. 

But I ~rraerrber sow of those sane mn were in w a r  nunher 1. When they come 
how from t h a t ,  why, they put  on s o w  drills down there just for the  benefit 
of us folks at horn t h a t d i d n t t  see any dr i l l ing ,  you mow, and 1 remember 
Jess  Voyles w a s  In there a@n. He was one of those soldiem and he t o l d  
the--it was one of the doctors that  was awing t o  drill them. He was a 
l ieutenant,  you bow, and he was a q l n g  t o  do the d r i l l i ng .  Jess says t o  
one of the  boys, says, "Tell him t o  talk plain and loud, I don't hear too 
good. " He says, "I want t o  hear him when he gLves an order so I ' 11 how 
what he 's  ta lking about." So, Charlie sa l led  out. He w a s  an X-ray mn in 
the servfce. He'd come out as am X-ray expert. He drilled those boys tha t  
af'ternoon and put them throu& some good stmts, too, and they hemd Every 
word he said to them, because I could get it. 

Q. Was tha t  Dr .  Ford? 

A. Yes. Young Dr. Ford, Chwlie.  I knew h l m  f h m  a boy. He w a s  raised 
r L & t  theye In Waggoner. Last t l m e  I talked t o  him, they sent me In fo r  arl 
X-ray and it was t o  be a fluomscope. You know what I wan by that .  

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. And they sent m into the X-ray room and it was da~k as pl tch i n  there 
and the  nurse says, 'Qr. Ford has t o  get h i s  eyes adapted t o  this lil@;tnt here 
before he can read you. So, jus t  sit s t i l l  until he gets hls eyes adjusted." 
And she called me Mr. Ailaran, you know. Well, he h e w  at once In the dark 
that it was Bert ,  and he went t o  ta lking t o  rn md he says, "&I%, t h i s  Is 
about t o  get r e . "  He says, "It's a g i n g  t o  kill m, I know, but I'm p i n g  
t o  work just  as long as I can but I t ' s  @t t o  affect ing my eyes now, and I 
have t o  be so  careful about getting rays when I ' m  arreadivlg l i k e  I'm agoing 
t o  read you, I' Well, I watched him; when he stood rre L@ t o   ad, why, he1 d 
stand with h i s  face turned t h i s  way, away back, and he dropped hZs &ves Qri 
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the table ,  in my lap.  He says, "Notice those gloves." And they would 
have weimed about seven pounds aplece, with lead, you h o w ,  He says, 
" I ' m  lead f r o m  here down t o  here. I' He says, " I ' m  covered with lead, and 
even then, it gets throu@ t o  m.  I' And he dldnlt live but a sho& tlw. 

Q. Where was  he doing t h i s ?  In Waggoner i p  the doctor's off ice? 

A.  No, i n  the Lltchfleld hospital .  He corn there and they took him i n  
@.adly. Tney was t ickled t o  get himbecause he was a n  expert, and I remrrber 
one day I seen h h  walking outside and I was acquainted wlth Slhler, one 
of the chief surgeons, and I says t o  Sihler, '!Does Charlie Ford drhk?"  
"No, SIP, he says, 'he dont t  drink. I' And I says, 'Well, look at hlm sta@r. I' 

And he says, Well ,  t h a t ' s  not l iquor.  That's the affects  of that old X-ray, 
and it + s a p i n g  t o  kill him, too. I' And he says, ?He never touches l iquor 
in any form. I never knew him t o .  I t  He says, "You can't  charge that  t o  
Hquor. That I s  the affects  of the X-ray. And he'd staggel' just l i ke  a 
drunk man, you know, as he walked. And his body was bloated, 

Q. Tnis was at the St. F m c i s  Hospital, then, I guess? 

A. Yes, and t h a t l s  where he flnlshed up. He dLed a short tlm after t ha t .  

Q. What other doctors did they have i n  Wagqoner? Do you rernerrber any others? 

A. His dad and m t h e r .  H i s  m t h e r  was about as good a doctar as her husband, 
though she hadn't been t o  college. She just  leamed aworking wfth him, you 
how. And D r .  George Allen--the older Allen doctor that started I n  Litch- 
field--he t o l d  rn that a f t e r  he f m s h e d  h i @  school, 'Why, I' he says, "I hung 
around Ford. Every mlnute I had t o  spare off of the famn I was up there 
hanghg around a f t e r  Ford and leamlng what I could fmm him." Because he 
was going t o  mdical school when it star ted.  He says, "1'11 never forget 
q y  first  operation. There was some fellow ahandling lwrber and he got a 
sp l in t e r  In h i s  amn tha t  was  about e i @ t  Inches long and went just under the 
skin. And he c o w  i n  t o  have it cut out and the doctor was out on a c a l l .  
Mm. Ford says, 'Corn on i n  here, Doc, you're going t o  perform yom f l r s t  
operation. ' I 1  And he says, When she showed me that  arm, I mfmt near famed. I' 

He says, '%Jell, I can I t ;  do tha t .  I' She says, "Yes, you can, I' says, "of c o m e ,  
1'11 stand over you and t e l l  you what t o  do, but: you're going t o  trzkc out that 
sp l ln ter  and your going t o  do it rimt . I 1  And so she got a l l  the tools and 
put them down there and ho says, "I went t o  work but , I t  he says, "I never w a  
so scared In qy 19fe." But he got tha t  sp l in ter  out and cauterized it, you 
know, and had t o  s e w  up tha t  long . . . 
Q. Where was tha t  off ice? 

A. That was here In  Waggoner. 

Q. That's the l i t t l e  concrete block bulldiing there? 

A. No, another doctor bu i l t  t ha t  later on. Dr. Ford had hls  of f ice  in the-- 
you know where the hardware s tore  is? 

Q. Right there by Griffi l thfs? 

A, Yes. 
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Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, r ight  across the street  west of tha t ,  in their  dwelling house, 
was h i s  offlce. He l ived i n  it and kept h i s  mdicine there and all.  

Q. Who was the doctor that built t ha t  concrete block house that's there 
now? 

A. I bet I can't t e l l  you h i s  nam . 
Q. Was t ha t  D r .  Carpbell? 

A.  No, it was ahead of Carpbell. Yomg mar? . . . ri$ht out of college 
and he cam there andbui l t  that  and tho-t he would stay there and he 
dld stay for a couple of years. He was wonderf'ully well-liked, but 1 can't 
think of h i s  nam at a l l .  Then, when he moved on, Carpbell dld cow in-- 
what Is I t ?  (sound of road @;rader passing the house) 

H.B. The gmder. You won1 t be here Wednesday, we '11 be oiled in. 

A. Well, Canpbell came i n ,  and Carpbell was losing hls eyes but we didn't 
know it at tha t  t l x ,  but he was. He w a s  losing his  eyes. I h e w  h i s  boy, 
his oldest boy. I h e w  him quite well and he to ld  me tha t  Dad w a s  golng 
blind md he led h h  m u n d  when it wasn t too obvlous . He'd walk on his 
own, If he could, you know, but the boy led him amwzd. 

H.B. Who was the old doctorwhose daughter w a s  the music teacher, Georgle 
somebody? 

A. Well, tha t  was D r .  . . . Caldwell, Yes, Caldwell. He s t a ted ,  though, 
i n  old Zanesvllle. Now, there was a se t t le rent  on the Lincoln 'k.ail about, 
oh, I @;uess It w a s  about six miles south of Waggoner and, p o s ~ l b l ~ ,  two mlles 
west. There w a s  a little burg bu i l t  up on that t ra i l  because they changed 
horses there,  fo r  the coaches, you know. So, t h i s  old doctor landed there 
and built a hause and had everythbg In  h i s  house and he sent hls daugnter 
away t o  a music place and tau@ her music and then she t a w t  music all over 
the country around here, and sold pianos. I 've @rse t o  h i s  o f f lce  a f t e r  
mdiclne for E n  I worked fo r  and you had t o  edge your way t o  get I n t o  hls 
off ice at a l l ,  betwen pianos. You jus t  had t o  turn sldeways and edge m m d  
t o  get i n  there.  ( l a m s )  She'd have a stock of them so they a o d d  choose 
from them, you know. She sure sold pianos. 

The old doctor was a mineral doctor. Now, I had older E n  e x p l a h  t o  m tha t  
there was herb doctors and miLneral doctors, and the doctom used 
nothing but minerals that w a s  dug out of the ground l ike arsenic and strychnhc-- 
well, they got strychnine, I think, fmm a weed, didn't they? 

Q. I don't know, sir. 

A. I think so. I thlnk It was dlstl . l led &om a weed, but I know arsenic 
was dug out of the wmd.  Well, they had several things in their case that 
they wed that was  mlneral, and there was a rran m d  H m n  at Raymnd tha t  
set  up shop jus t  about the sane time tha t  used the sam thing. mose two 
doctors used mlrzeral, and these yowger doctors cane in, they used the herbs 
and drugs that  a~ current today, you how. 
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So, t hem w a s  two doctors that  I went t o  tha t  were d n e r a l  doctors. The 
rn that I was working fo r  would send m af'ter mdlclne for them. They 
doctored wlth them a l l  the t im,  you mow. Theyt d run out of mdlclne,  
they'd have me gg at n i m t  so they wouldn't have t o  . . . (lau&s) 

Q. To lose any labor,  huh? (laughter) 

A. They'd put me on a horse and send n~ a f t e r  wdic ine  after supper. 
I 've thought about that  a l o t  of times, how them old fellows schemd t o  
get out of paylng mr for  t k  tha t  I went a f t e r  that. 

I remrnber one fellow I worked for ,  He had a horse he'd b o a t  tha t  had 
been t rained show horse. A w o r n  had bought it and she was an expert horse- 
woman and she had tmlned that  pony until she could make It do pre t ty  near 
anything. We used it i n  the f i e ld .  She w a s  tau@ as an ox. She wasn't 
very big,  but she was tough and a good worker. He put ~IE on her t o  go after 
mdiclne. 

Well, one nl&t it was araining a l i t t l e  and he said, ''Bert, you put on rrw 
r a h c o a t  . " He had a rubber raincoat. "Put it on and go t o  R-nd t o  old 
D r .  H m n  and get m some mdlclne." Well, I put the raincoat on and 
climbed In the saddle and that coat mde a flop, l i k e  that, and h l t  her .  
She lit in arm, rl@t now, and she never slowed up until I was a t  the  doctor's. 
She had run that  three miles t o  Raymnd just as fast as she could go. (laws) 
Every time she'd slow up, tha t  o ld  coat would flop her, you how, and away 
she 'd  pp. I wondered i f  I was going t o  get there and back. (laughter) Oh 
boy, she was a r iding horse. Ride l i k e  a cradle but she could run l lke 3 
deer. 

Q. Si r ,  you mentioned the Llncoln Trall. Where did it run? 

A. I couldn't t e l l  you t o  save my l l f e  now. It went down thm@ old 
Zanesville, tho@. It went west of Waggoner somplace. Down thrum 
Macoupin and hit tha t  place In Montgomry d m  there  at what they cal led 
Old Zanesville and there they changed horses and then it headed southeast 
for Vandalla. It h i t  FIillsbom , but it dlldnl t hit Raympnd. It dedn ' t @ 
through--there wasn't any Raymond, of course, mt l l  the railroad caw.  

H.B. That oldMLller place souLl-1 of A s b q  Cerrzetery was one of thc stops. 

A. Well, yes, it did p south of there.  I guess it went through what was 
Raymnd, because there was an inn down there on the h i l l  right south of the 
Asbwy Cemetery, sure e n o m .  

Q. Asbury Cemtery. Is tha t  the one rlght on . . . 
A.  South of town. 

Q. . . . Route 127 south of town? 

A. There was  a brick hotel  stood there even after I was a b1.g boy. I used 
t o  r lde  by it. They no longer run it as a hotel,  it was a fanhouse, them, 
you know, but they sa id  that  Llricoln stopped there s o m t k s  and stayed a l l  
nl&t . 
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Q. I wondered. I've heard rumors of a trail--a stagecoach t rai l - that  
ran west of Waggoner. There's supposed t o  have been a atop due west sow- 
place, but I don't mow. 

A. I couldn't pick it out fo r  you, any mre than 'chat I know where it 
angled down there toward Hlllsboro. It h l t  Hillsborn and it angled off 
for  Vandalia f r o m  there.  WE used t o  use t ha t  mad Into ~ l l s b o m .  But 
arter they begin olling roads and cut t ing out curves and so on, you know, 
wlny t ha t  was cut out.  So i t ' s  no l o n g r  a road. 

I remrber one t b  my wife and her m t h e r  wanted t o  go t o  a domstic 
science meting down i n  there.  I had a good team that wife could drllve 
and I hitched them t o  the buggy and they got In. They drove down tha t  t ra i l  
t o  tha t  place, tha t  tlm, because I to ld  them t o  take It when they @t out 
of m n d  and they couldn't miss the place became I h e w  It was on the 
side of it. (pause) But t o  pick it out now, I couldn't do it .  I guess it 
went through Butler, too. I ' m  satisfied It did. 

H.B. Yes, 

A. You know Butler was built before Utchf i e ld .  Butler was the oldest 
town In the county. 

Q. Not quite,  sir. 

A. Wasn't i t ?  

Q. No, sir. 

A, mat was? 

Q. Actually, Van Burensburg. Way down I n  the southeast comer. But Butler 
was about tha t  s m  time because a fellow--well, Ware's Grove, I guess. 
Obadiah W a r e  carry3 I n t o  the country, that part  of the country right m m d  
Butler, about the 1820 Is, s o ~ p l a c e  along i n  there.  

A. Ware's Grove w a s  s e t t l e d  by the Wares and I thinlc they stayed there 
until the  t r ibe  run out. I don' t know but one W a r e  now. There ' s a Wase 
i n  Ifillsboro I n  a feed s tore  and he'd the only W e  I bow of t h a t ' s  l e n .  

Q. Well, there l s a girl who's been dolng som ora l  history and she Is. dolng 
som his tor icd l  work on tha t  Wme's Grove. And she i s  a descendent of the 
Wares. 

A. There used t o  be a beautifbl orchmd on thew.  I've gone down there 
for apples. There was a rran-what was tha t  doctor's name that owned t ha t ?  
Dr. Young? 

H.B. Where? 

A. That W a x ' s  Grove orchard. 

H.B. Oh, the  Dr .  Young tha t  used t o  be In Sprlngfleld? Yes. 

A. He owned that orchmd, but It was on the  Ware's Gmve h i l l .  Then l a t e r ,  
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afterward, why, one of the Ware's took it o v e ~  himself, and I t h b k  I 
to ld  you about . . . 
Q. Yes, slr, but I didn't get that on the tape. It was  pa^% of tha t  
tape we l o s t .  

A. The Wares s t m t e d  i n  at the t im they introduced the Red and the 
Yellow Delicious and he put them in his orchard but he had an orchard 
of the o ld  the t rees  ahead of them. I went over there to see him one 
day and his wife says, "Well, now you p out In the orchard. He's 
showing some E n  around. " Says, "You j ust  go out i n  the orchard and 
when you hem them talking, @ t o  them, I' So, as I went along, J ran 
into a Rambo tree-I think I to ld  you about that--and I picked up s o w  
and stuck in q y  pocket and I was eatlng one when I cow up to him. He 
says, llIrll bet you don't how what you're eating!" I says, "1 bet I 
do 1 I' He says, 'Well, what?" I says, "A Rarrbo and it 's good. I' He says, 
"Well, there ain't one r r ~ ~ n  out of twenty-elat  can t e l l  m that ."  

Q. How lmge an orchard was i t ?  

A .  Twenty acres. And it was on the  north slope. I: got kind of acquainted 
with him then and I went over there  one day, a f b r u ~ w d .  I wanted Maiden's 
Blush and I knew he had som dandy Maiden's Blush trees and 1 went over 
there and I t o l d  him I wanted some M d e n '  s Blush and he says, 'Well, 
l i s t e n ,  they've been plcked u n t i l  there ' s  nothlvlg but the tops t h a t ' s  got 
t o  be knocked o f f  and t h e y ' l l  have t o  be picked K@ off the ground." HE! 
says, "I'll s e l l  them t o  you cheaper, but I'm ready t o  start t o  HLllsboro 
and I haven't tlrne t o  w a l t  on you." And I says, 'well, do you cme  If I 
c l W  up and knock them off  and pick them up?" And he says, "No, can you 
do I t ? ' r  I says, Why, sure I can. If it I s  all right with you, you s e t  
your baskets out and 1'11 f i l l  the baskets and then 1'11 put them i n  my 
thlngs and I '11 not cheat you, e i ther .  I '11 pay you f o r  what I get.  " 

And he says, "Well, I 'm ageing t o  chance you. I t  (laug2?s ) I $at two bushel 
of great big Maldcn ' s Blush. Oh, they were fine. 

Q. Well, the W d e n l  s Blush was l w g e  apples, then? 

A. Yes. They were there1 Them b ig  t r ees ,  

H.B. CUP'S are not out here. 

Well, this isn ' t a t rue  tree that I 've on it. 

Q. Which Ware was t h i s ?  What was his f i r s t  n m ,  do you remwJser? 

H.B. h e  was m h u r  and one was George, wasn't It? 

A. No. 

H.B. A&hw was one of them. 

A. That I s  the fellow. Arthur. 

H.B. He u s e d t o  core with Johnny Wallace. 
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A.  Y e s .  He was an awful f b e  m. He had studled orchaulding. Held 
rea l ly  got Into It and studied it and he hew how t o  spray and all and 
as I told you, he had a l l  those old tim apples i n  that  orchmd. LJ t t le  
R o m l t e s .  B i g  Rommites. Winesap of two kinds. Ben Davis and Red and 
Yellow Delicious. mas and Mbklers. A Mlnkler was a fke apple h 
those days for  i t s  keeping qual i t ies .  It was p e n ,  always stayed p e e n ,  
but It was sure a good applc. 

H.B. How about your old Rock Pipplns? 

A, And then-I don't think he had a Rock Pippin t r e e .  I don't recall it. 

H.B. They didn't rlpen un t f l  the next July. 

A.  We had some here when I mved here. They wouldnlt gt ripe u n t i l  Ma~ch. 
That I s  r imt,  you had t o  keep them through the wirlter before they $ot rilpe. 
1 remuher I w a s  i n  the hospltal  fo r  t h i r t y  days and I t o l d  my wife, she 
was coming down, I says, "You b r b g  KE down som Pippins.  They '11 he good 
now. I asked the doctor i f  I could have them and he said, "Yes, If I dldnl t 
eat too much at a t k . "  So, she brou@t rn down sow.  They were a rusty 
apple, about so big, but they were not lnvltlng t o  look at,  at a l l ,  m t y  
and rough. 

The Sister cam i n  the room and I says, "Slster, have an apple." She looked 
a t  them. "Now, l1 I says, "those are a whole l o t  be t t e r  than they Look. You 
take one and tqy It. '' She says, 'Well, I ' l l  take one," but they never 
would l e t  you see them ea t ,  you how. She took It to her  room. Ayld she 
cam back i n  . . . 
Q. Oh, you man the S is te rs  f'rom the hospital .  

H.B. It wasn't ml I didn't like them. 

A. So, cow back I n  the next t im,  I only had t o  say, "Take an apple, S1ster.l1 
She says, "They S u ~ e  m e  good! " 

But those trees were--this patch r ight  out here was al l  dying apple t r ees  
when I mved here. 

Q. Just east  of the house? 

A .  Yes. !here was a good acre of orchwd there.  These was all kinds. 
There w a s  Rusty Coats and Ranbos and two kinds of sweet apples. There was 
one they cal led a Wolf River that grew a b ig  apple as b i g  as that and I ' d  
just  as soon eat soap. They were the  awfulest tasting thln@;s and now, In 
Dakota, they're a good eat ing apple. 

H.B. Depends on the s o i l .  

Q. What d id  you do, cook them, then? 

A.  No, we didn't do anything with them. They was just a plwrb blank. Great 
b ig  apples! Sow of them would welgh a pound, I ' l l  bet you, m d  look so 
good, you bow. We t r i e d  cooking them, we  t d e d  eat ing them. No good, 
myway we could flx them at all . .  So, I didnl t cwe when tha t  tree dled. It 
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stood rl&t where the beehive is ,  Nel. 

H.B. Oh, It did? 

A ,  We had a Rambo t r e e  out there and two r e a l  ,Maident s Blush. 

H,B. And Ben Davls, didn't you? 

A, And I th3nlc we had two Whesap. We didn't have any W t t l e  R o d t e s .  

H.B. Dldnlt you have Ben Davis? 

A. Yes, we had three t r ees  of E3en Davis because they weE the ones we 
flgured on keephg so good, you how, through the winter. They would keep. 
You didn't have to be too pastlculavl with them, [just] so they didn't get 
t o  freeze. You could put them in the  c e l l a r  o r  any place you could keep 
them f r o m  f r e e z h g  and they rmde good sauce and g o d  pies ,  but they were 
very poor t o  eat out of hand. But I'm sm that the Red Delicious 1s a spOl?t 
off of them t r ees .  What rralces TIE say tha t  is, we used t o  $o t o  IrvLng for  
apples. There was-I can't  t e l l  you tha t  m l s  nam. He had a flve-acre 
orchard there rI@t on the north edge of Imlng and it was a& Ben Davis, the 
whole orchard. He didn't  have mythlng else .  A l l  of us fellows, after we1 d 
get done shucking corn, we'd sail over there and get what apples we wanted t o  
put away f o ~  w h t e r  . Maybe we l d two o r  three ga i n  -one wagon, you h o w .  

So, Ed Beeler down here wanted t o  go and st apples, I had a new wawn. 
Good sprlng seat and he had a spring seat on bfs wagon and I says, "YOU 
britng your sprlng seat and put it on here a d  we' l l  four of us go together. " 
And so, we went along. Fred Lo- went along wlth us. We took our d r n e r s  
with us and took horse feed and drove down there and when we got down thGre, 
we had t o  take slurrbers, about l l ke  a butcher shop nowadays. Sorne tks  you 
wouldn't get loaded until the middle of the af'temoon. So, he Just  kept h i s  
pickers on t ip toe  a l l  the t im,  t o  keep ahead, 

So, Beeler and I ate our dinner and he went t o  the old rm and he says, '% 
you cme  i f  we take a walk thmu the orchard and look at it?" and he says, 
"No. I don't cam. Go ahead and look a l l  you want t o .  " So, we went out 
and walked thmu@ the orchard and we tried several different trees of apples- 
we h e w  they were all Ben Davis, you mow--to see I f  there was a difference 
i n  them. We c a m  back up and In h i s  hog pen, os hog l o t ,  he had h i s  s w l l l  
trough out along here, and rimt a t  the end of tha t  was an icpple tree about 
tha t  big, apowing up there,  and it was just f u l l  of what looked l lke  Ben 
Davis. Well, we pt an apple of f  of it and t r i e d  It and It wa3 as g o d  as 
your Red Delicious, you know. We went t o  h i m  and t r l e d  t o  buy that tree, 
We t r i e d  t o  jus t  buy it and pick It ourselves, you know. I-Ie says, "NO, s h l  
That l s family tree, 'That l s the one I put away. " 

I said, ' l~e11, wheret d you gt i t ? "  He says, "I take all of the l e a v i n g  
*om the apples heref'--he ma& cider,   to^--"and throw it over hem t o  the 
hog; and that  s been a seed out of some one of the Ben Davis . " But it was 
a spor t ,  don't you see? 

H.B. Well, our old Ben Davls tree was  different tas t ing.  

A. Yes. A t  ham. 
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H.B. I tho@t It was the land. That was l o q  . . . 
A. No, it wasn't the land because d m  there they were p la in  B n  Davis 
and that ' s t h i n  land where Irving is. 

H.B. I don't c z e .  Them trees 1s &ff~?rent .  

Q. Well, it might have been developbg toward the Starke Red Eellcious . 
A. Well, Starke paid an awful pr ice fo r  that tree tha t  that Red c a m  off  
of ,  you know. He paid up in the thousands for t ha t ,  fenced It In. 7: saw 
it i n  hls catalog, how they had tha t  fenced In so people couldn't get t o  
It at all. Keeplng them f r o m  cut t lng scions. The f i r s t  t r e e  I @t, you 
had t o  sign a paper and send back tha t  you wouldhn 't gLve anybody c u t t i n p  
off of that tree. 

Q. Oh, IS that si@t? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q But the Red Delicious didn't  tu rn  out as p o d  as the Yellow Delicious, 
did it? 

A. No, Not as ju icy  an apple nor not near as tender. 

H .B , Well, tha t  s another thing, it depends on where .they p o w .  At 
Wenatchee, Washington, you w i l l  flnd real juicy Red lkllcioux apples. 

A. Well, I know the West--California g r o w s  JuLcy ones. Sots Colorado. 
I w a s  picking apples In Colol-ado, In a bIg orchwd, and the boss come t o  
m one ~~g and he says, "You needn't put up the ladder. I' ve got a 
special job f o r  you. l 1  And I says, "What i s  it?'' He says, 'Well, the Red 
Delicious were plcked two weeks ago and I dlsposed of a l l  of them and I 
got an order today awantlng so m y  bushels of those Red Delicious. Well, " 
he says, "I 've never allowed a mn t o  plck up an apple tha t  he dropped and," 
he says, "you know there ' s  heavy bluegrass along those mws-both mws. I' 

There was two quarter of a mile rows of them, He says, ''Thew's heavy blue- 
,@-ass there and I want you t o  go out with bushel baskets now, and s o r t  them 
carefblly and plck up enough apples t o  f i l l  t h i s  order.ll And I did. I 
worked all day. J u s t  scraping them out of the bluegrass and they wme pod,  
r e a l  good. But they'd laLd on the ground and sort; of taken on mre juice, 
it seerred t o  me.  

So, different; parts of the country, they're better In. Rl&t In here, they're 
no good. I tried them, and Brockmyer up here tried them and he dim 't have 
any luck with them. He cut the t r e e  down. They just  dildnlt have the tgste, 
not any b e t t e r  than an old Ben Davis. 

Q. Mhlch Brochwyer was tha t?  

A. That Is where Olin l ives ,  but it was h l s  dad tha t  had the tree. WilWam. 
And W i l l i a m  had a heart attack and f e l l  off of a t r ac to r  I n  front of a disc 
and tha t  t r a c t o r  kept apping and rol led him across a for"ty-acre f l s l d  and i n to  
a big ditch and L t  bumped in to  the b W  on the other side and killed the mtor. 
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It had rolled hlm a l l  tha t  distance In fkont Of tha t  a s c ,  acutting in to  
hlm all tha t  tW, and Olln t o l d  rw afterwayd--I w a s  asympathizhg with 
him-and he says, 'Well, Bert, Dad was dead when he hit the p w d .  1 
know he was, because there was so H t t l e  blood on his clothes or Qn anything 
around there.  l1 He s ap ,  "His heart  wasnl t worklng and I knOW it. I' Well, 
tha t  was an a w f u l  comfort t o  the famlly t o  t h W  t h a t .  

Q. Well, we talked about forty-five rnlnutes there, dldn 't we? ( lawter)  

A. I waste t k .  

Q. No, sir, i t ' s  not wasting time. 

ENE OF TAPE 

ADDENDA ITEN 59 ( re f .  p. 105) 

A. . . . Raymnd e n t e ? % a m n t ,  I didn't take tlm t o  think v ~ y  much, I 
to ld  you they had a parade there on the Fourth of Ju ly .  Well, I t h h k  I 
should give ltrz detal l  on tha t ,  now, and give you what they really did do. 
They had a park at tha t  t h e  where the  schoolhouse now stands and they had 
a l i t t l e  race t rack,  I p r e s m  it w a s  a quarter of a mile long, down there. 
It was bu i l t  In a c i r c l e  and It was grass cover, they dldnlt have any way 
of tak ing care of It mre than just  bluegrass, you know. Didnvt have 
lawnmowem even, then. 

So, they would have the parade i n  the forenoon. I t r l e d  and tried t o  think 
where tha t  band carre f ' m m  and I1 ve decided that a l o t  of the young fellows 
m u n d  Ragmnd just rmdc up 1;helr mind t h ~ y  were goSne; to have a band and got 
a teacher and l e m e d  t o  read enough music tha t  they could play. I mew 
practically every rran tha t  w a s  on the band. I used t o  get on the sidewalk 
and a l w a y s  m c h  with them, you how. (lawter) Well, in the afiernoon 
they went back t o  tha t  park and they had saddle races, f m  horses, of course 
They couldn't have tmtting races because there w a n 1  t such a thing as a 
sulky, you know. !&en, they would have bicycle races Eiyld foot rakes, boys 
of cllrferent ages and so on. The merchants mde ucp a list and put a l i t t l e  
pr ize  f o r  a l l  of these thlngs. 

There was always a greased pole and a greased  pi.^. There was a dol lar  on 
top of tha t  greased pole and I never did see anybody get it. (laughter) 
And the @eased pig, you got three dollars If you could catch him and hold 
h i m  so long. 

Q. They Id catch hlm, though? 

A.  Oh, catch him! And what a rness he would malre of a suit. (laughter) 
Oh, It was a l l  so funny. Then, theyld have sack races. They'd put two 
men together. I ' d  put t h i s  leg In  and you'd put your ri@t l e g  In and we'd 
m a race, you how. Oh, It w a s  too fwuly. (la@ter) It took a dandy 
bunch of fellows t o  stand up. Many would be on t h e i r  face. (laughter) 

Q. Was t h i s  the young rrm? 

A. Well, boys and young En. Then, they had . . . Ob, l c t l s  see, what 
else dld they have. They had potato races. Spread out a hmdred potatoes 
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and give a fellow a bucket and the one could pick them U J ~  the  quickest 
gpt the prize,  you know. 

Q. What dld the @ r l s  do? 

A. Well, the arls dldnl t  mtx i n  i n  very much of tha t ,  it w a s  pract ical ly  
a l l  boys, them days. The girls didn't  play l ike  they do nowadays, you know, 
I n  a rmlxed bunch. I can't remrrber them having any stunts at all. So I 
m y  be overlooking that, but I just don It remrrS3er. But I always got such 
a kick out of those sack races and potato races and . . . There was another 
race . . . I can't think what that  was but I know tha t  greased p ig  and that 
greased pole would always t u rn  Into an awful l o t  of amusement; because I 've  
seen fellows get up tha t  greased pole, t h e i r  hand wouldn't be tha t  far f'rom 
tha t  doll=, but they could not get It over t o  get It. ( la@ter)  

And I remnber one t im there was a fellow namd Coxey Poggenpohl, he w a s  
a clown anyhow. He was about twenty years old, I guess; he was older then 
I w a s .  And he took part  i n  everythirsg they done, practically, and he corn 

a f t e r  supper wlth a brand new o u t f i t  on. HIS wife had made Urn clean up 
and put on a white shirt and nice clean trousers.  (lams) So, he got 
there jus t  as they twned  loose t ha t  greased pig. ( l a w t e r )  And I remrr33er 
seeing h i m  mke a dive fo r  It and g e t t h g  It. 

Q He did? 

A.  Yes, f i r s t  grab. There was eight or t en  a p b b l n q ,  you mow, but he 
got a hhd l e g  and he hung on and gatherled :1.t up J..n h1.s arms, llke t h i s ,  
axd you o@t t o  have seen what t ha t  whlte shirt looked l l k e  ( l a w t e r )  
and then he got away. 

Q. Oh, it did? 

A. Oh m, that was m y .  Well, now tha t  was the Four+h of J u l y ,  Then, 
tbc Woodmen were strong i n  tha t  t im. The Modem Woodmn, and they always 
had a picnic once durlng the season. 'They ' d vmy it sane, but it ' d be 
much the sam stunts, you know, over again. New entrants, pmbably. (chuckles) 
And those were the  two highlights of our Uves, t o  get t o  go t o  them places, 
you know, and watch the s tu f f .  (laughs ) I never did take pa r t ,  but I sure 
did get a Wck out of watching those other fellows. Especially t ha t  greased 
pole and tha t  greased plg. (laughter) 

Then they, after that was done, af'ter tha t  was all over, they usually had a 
l i t t l e  flseworks . They had t o  get p e ~ s s i o n ,  I guess mrn the State at that 
t b ,  t o  shoot f l reworks . 'They had t o  have a m tha t  knew hls business. 
The Raymnd bay didn't get t o  shoot them, tha t  was sow fellow that would 
corn In with them and he took a l l  precautions, you know, because they shot sky 
rockets and Roman candles and sparklers and s o w  of those thlngy tha t  the 
Chinese made tha t  you'd shoot up a bouh tha t  would mke a picture,  you know, 
tha t  would have a picture of an Amerlcan flag In it. Sow of them would have 
Uncle Sam, and something. They were a l l  pa t r io t ic  picbures and they was Ln 
a barb , you know, tha t  went off  a good ways up. Then, that floated out and 
dlsappemed and I don It know what became of It. 

But they had real entertainment for  each one o f  those days, for the young 
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people, at least. It beat the cakewalks a hundred mllW. (la@ter) 

Q. What did the older people do at these gatherings? 

A. ( l a w s  ) They @thered mound and laughed as hard as tbe Pest of us . 
And they always had a barrel of Ice water se t t lng  a t  a. place o r  two. Some- 
body kept Ice i n  it and tha t  was the only tlm of the  y e a  we ever tas ted  
Ice water, you know. You had t o  have Ice, you dildn't have any refr lgerat lon 
of any kind and t ha t  ice  water was so cold and good, y ~ u  how. My land, 
we'd just pret ty  near bust.  

Q. m e r e  did they get the i ce  f'rom? 

A .  Shipped In *om Wisconsin, corn i n  carloads. It cam t o  L i t  chfleld,  
There was a man down thcre tha t  had a place f ~ r  taking cme of It. Well, 
he'd cover It wlth sawdust and bring it up f o r  those occasions and dish 
it out to them as they wanted it ,  piece of Ice, you 1Qlow. He'd clean it 
off and a s h  it out f o r  the water. And it was real Ice. It w a s  flmzen - 
up Iln those lakes whem it was frozen at 10 o r  15 below. So it lasted. 

Then, they had a few stands, l a t e r  on. They hem t o  have an t ce  cream 
stand, a soda pop stand--I can rcmmber very distinctly the fbs t  soda pop 
bo t t l e  I ever saw. They were made with a cork with a spring here tha t  f l t  
just inside of the  neck of the bo t t l e  and or? the end of tha t  was a rubber 
plug tha t  fit ti@t and they would start tha t  there and then hit it with 
t h e i r  hand and drive It down t imt  and, boy, they rea l ly  was ti@t, too. 
Well then, when they wanted t o  open the bo t t l e ,  why, they had Borne kind 
of way of hook* tha t  thing out of there and it would Just go t o  spewing 
a l l  over. They had ten  tlmes the fizz I n  you do nowadays. 

Is tha t  r ight  ? 

A. Oh, r r ~ y  yes. It ' d take your head of f  when you belched. (laughter) And 
I was a good b i g  boy when I s a w  them, first tire. 

But you bow--another thing I w a n t  t o  add t o  there.  That cottonwood t r e e  
that  stands t h e ~ e  by tha t  depot was apowing at t ha t  t-, and that stand 
was dlrect ly  under that tree. That t r e e  is that old. 

Q. !€his i s  the R a p n d  depot there,  the cottonwood tree.  

Q. Yes. That old cottonwood i s  s t i l l  growing there.  I t 's  over a hmdred 
years old,  I how.  (pause) Well, I just thought of those t h l n p  the other 
day and they would add t o  the--to show the people what a11 we did in tha t  
t i m e .  They hunted a l i t t l e  f'un, you know. 

One of the boys h the nei@borhood, at the Woodmn picnic--they always had 
a parade also-and one of the schoolboys I went t o  school w l t h ,  his dad was 
akeepbg a couple of he i f e r  calves that  he wanted t o  Illake cows of and this 
lad didn't have anything t o  do. He wasn't b i g  enough t o  go t o  the f h l d  
yet and he ' d seen oxen sonewhere, I guess at the World's Fair  In St .  Louis. 
I don't know. Anyhow, he'd seen them, No, It wasn't the World's Fa:lr became 
this was long before tha t .  He ' d seen the oxen and knew how they put a yoke 
on them and he made a yoke of h i s  own and yoked those calves together and I 
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think he put r i n g  i n  t h e i r  nose t o  guide them wlth. Trled them t o e t h e r  
and then he had a l i n e  on each slde.  He could s teer  them rascals around 
just about the way he wanted to .  Wlth a whip be could drive them pret ty  
good, and he had a cottonwood log, oh, about tha t  b ig  around I guess . . . 
Q About s i x  o r  e i a t  Inches. 

A. . . . and about four feet  long, wilth an a stuck in it, and he drug 
tha t  around i n  the parade . Made the  rounds of the parade and, boy, did 
he get a prlze. 

Q. What e l se  did they have i n  the parade? 

A. Oh, the Woomn advertised t h e i r  lodge in every way they posslbly could. 
They d do everything but show them the goat , you know. ( l a w  ) 

Q. But show them the goat? 

A. They really had a p a t .  Ycs, they did. Because the town h a l l  burned 
down here and I saw the thing a f t e r  it burned up. It had the b o n  wheels 
off-set, you how. I don't see how a fellow ever stayed on the thing, and 
he had t o  r l d e  it. 

Q . I don ' t think I understand--a goat, you say? 

A. You know, the iron-they called it the @;oat that  they had t o  Fide for  
initiation. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A. And that  was a l l  secret stuff, you know. You had t o  be sworn i n  before 
you ever got t o  see tha t  and then you was put on tha t  thing and you had t o  
r ide  hlm amund the h a l l .  (lams) You could hear them all over town mm- 
ing and la@lng. I never saw tha t  mti l  the  thing burned dawn and then I 
saw the Iron pa r t  of it tha t  they had the @at part  mounted on and it was an 
off-set ax le  so it wo1iL3 . . . (lnu@dxr3) They sald some fellows would just 
lean d m  and get m u n d  h i s  neck and . . . (laughter) 

Q. Well, which town ha l l  was this tha t  buryled? The one In  Raymsnd, you man? 

A.  No, here i n  Waggoner. 

Q, Oh, they had the  Woodrnen there In Waggoner, too? 

A. Yes. That was a rea l  good lodge. They paLd t h e i r  i n s m c e  and they 
l ived up t o  t h e i r  oath. That was a help t o  the whole comnunity, the WooWn 
was. I hated It when they had t o  reorgmize the thing and put It on a- 
whatever you c a l l  these--a basis .  What do they call these? Well, they 
changed them so that they pald regular assessmnts every so of'ten, you know;  
and before, they had pald an assessmnt t o  met every contingency. Whatever 
it was, they w e r e  all assessed so much and pald just a l i t t l e  at a t k ,  you 
how. It wasn't So expensive. 

Q. What types of things did they do? 
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A, Well, they m c h e d  and they had mifomns and a t  night they had a 
torchl i@t parade tha t  was real pret ty .  They had torches that, I never 
have seen since tha t  were loaded, they said, wlth gunpowder. J; dmlt 
know, they looked kind of l ike  a horn and the fellows would carny them 
along and at a s i p a l  fYom the leader, they'd put them to mouth and blow 
and they sald they blew gunpowder Into tha t  flame. My, It would shoot 
yp there ten feet!  Jwt m e  a real flm. Now, you take f i f i y  o r  s l d y  
fellows amrchlng and blow that  thing, it was a simt. 

O f  course, I never belonged t o  it and nei ther  did rny father .  So, I never 
mew the inside of it. But I d9d h o w  mn whose places were saved by It. 
They had one ar two thousand dol lars  Insurance. When they dled, there was 
a means of paying of f  a mrtgage o r  paylng for new mchlnery o r  son~thlng.  
It was a wonderful help. Wonderful thlng, I thought. 1 ,hated I t  so bad 
when they mde them-an old l i n e  company of It, t h a t ' s  what they a d ,  they 
changed it t o  an old l i ne ,  where you paid so much a yeas.  And whether they 
had a @at after tha t ,  I don I t  know. I don't know anything. 

That was when they used t o  have fbn. The f i r s t  s t a t ion  tha t  I was shipped 
into,  up by Chicago, they--the agent had got sick in the mlddlle of the night 
Held taken scar let  fever and he w a s  very sick and they stopped a fast tram 
and picked him up and took him i n  Decatur t o  the  hospital .  I was at Honey 
Bend, then, 6tudying agency work and they stopped a -fast tr& there and 
gabbed rre and took rre up there and d q e d  m3 off at tha t  statLon. 

Q. Was t h i s  at Strong? 

A ,  I thlnk It was. Strong. That n i@t  the  a spa tche r  called m--I think 1 
t o l d  you that--about seeing them load a mule f m m  rrly station? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. He sure c a m ,  too. I sa id  t o  those fellows--I was an enthe stranger, 
you know. I didnl t know a soul! And I just announced to them what he had 
jus t  said t o  m. And they said, ' W e l l ,  we're needing practZc3ulg. We're 
agoing to have a goat, psetty soon, t o  deal with. So, we'd j u s t  as soon 
tackle a m u l e  first!" (laughter) And they h d  a p l c d c  out of tha t ,  unloading 
tha t  mule and putting him away Tor m, you know. And they a l l  got on the 
t r a in ,  about s ix ty  of them, and went up t o  the next place. I thlnk Foosland 
w a s  the next town and they went up there fo r  thei r  celebmtion. The next 
I'rmnhg, when I got q ~ ,  the mule had kicked bls old crate a l l  t o  pieces and 
he was walking around trying t o  eat  ewerythlng that was loose in the freimt- 
house. (lau&t e r  ) 

Q. This was the agent tha t  took all the money with h a  when he went up there? 

A. Yes. Yes, and I was a week agetting any mney back and, as I to ld  you, 
the schoolteacher f ina l ly  took p i ty  and then one of the young preachers, I ' d  
been t o  h i s  church a tine o r  two, and he corm down and helped. Both of them 
had hi& school education. Maybe more than tha t ,  because they were keen on 
bookkeeping. 

Q. Yes, sir. 
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A, It didn't take them any time at a l l  t o  straighten It a l l  out and t e l l  
what he owed and he shipped it right down t o  m. And when he c a m  horn, 
be ' d had the scar le t  
o f f .  He 'd  sit there 
1 w0ndW he lived. 

I was there a m t h .  
he got back. He was 
I could have been of 
a m .  

fever so bad-that  even the paLms of h i s  hand$ peeled 
and just take the whole-he ' d had a t e r s ib l e  fever. 

Got p re t t y  well acquainted with the community before 
a very lllce man. I was glad t o  know him, Glad that 
help t o  him. (pause) Well, I ' m  wasthg your t h  

Q. Well, not at all, . 
ADDENDA ITEM 60 (ref .  p. 105) 

Q. (Intervlewer reading out loud) ". . . the state falr. He1 d f l y  out . . . I 1  

A. That w* l a t e r .  That was arter I moved--1 worked for  Rlchwdsol?. Swe 
e n o w .  No. Not when I worked f o r  FXchardson. A f t e r  I rra3ved here. 

Q. Af'ter you mved here In 1910. Yes, slr, 

ADDENDA mEN 61 (ref. p. 106) 

A. Lots of t i r e s  we milked at eleven o ' clock. When we' d get bow, we'd 
m them In and pail them. You didn't  dare l e t  a cow tha t  was a heavy 
mllker go clear throu@ because they'd lose half of It. I t ' d  $3 t o  spoutlng 
out,  you how. So, In order t o  get the m i l k  and cream, why, we'd milk them 
whatever t lm we got horn. h d  feed the h o e  also. And we pdled in bed 
s o  t l r e d ,  we couldn't hardly wait t o  get in bed. (laughter) 

ADDENDA ITEM 62 (ref. p. 107) 

A. The other two was b u i l t  about the  same t i rne ,  too. !They b d l t  churches 
right dong,  you know, the three chwches. 

Q,. That's the  Christian and the Methodist churches? 

A. Yes. 

Q They were bu l l t  In town, were they? 

A. Yes. Where they are now. 

A. And you could hear tha t  a die! 

Q. (Intervlewer reading out loud) "He ' d s t r u t  and drag his w h p  and rral.ce 
that noise . . . II 

A. Yes. Just Uke a turkey-pbbler. And what he boomed with was ri@k in 
here. 
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Q. M@t In h i s  throat .  

A. He'd swell t ha t  up and "I300M, BWM, BOOM, BOOM." And, boy, how it 
would sound and the old hen would cackle, How she wodd cackle, you know, 
when he d do tha t .  They' d be m t l n g  and abullding a nest, you Isylow, and 
they la ld  about sixteen eg@;3 at a s e t t h g  and hatched. off about that  many 
young ones, you mow, and then In the  f a l l  of'the year when those young 
ones b e 0  t o  f l y  good, why, then was when the hunters reaped t h e i r  harvest, 
you mow. They were good eating. S a m  as a tam chicken. 

Q, About how lmge were they? 

A, Well, I expect a ful l  grown hen would have weighed two and a half or  
three pounds, I wan with her feathers o f f .  

Q. Much larger than a quail, then? 

A. Oh yes, they was twice as b ig  as a quai l .  They just disappeared. I 
heard them when I f i r s t  mved up here. Once In a while I ' d  hem them north 
of re here about a mile. H e a r  t ha t  old, "BOOM, BOOM. " But you never hear 
it a n y m ~ .  They've disappeared completely. 

A.  They had t a  shovel them off  t o  lay the track. ( l a w t e r )  Kids come 
In there  that evening and  they didn't have anything t o  put them Ln. A l o t  
of them pulled of f  t h e i r  overalls ,wid Just went Sn t h e i r  sh l r t  t a i l  and tied 
their pant legs and f i l l e d  them f u l l .  (laughter) 

A. They had a b i g  hook and they ' d hook i n  the end of a boxcar and they'd 
take off the whole s ide of It with one swfpe and It would be all made together 
yet,  you know. Well, six o r  e l a t  of us would get ahold and t o t e  tha t  up 
there and p l l e  it up. When we got ready t o  b d l d  the barn, a l l  we had t o  
do w a s  put tha t  up there and nail it on. It was already . . . 
Q. Wfab b m ,  huh? 

A, Yes, It was a @;reat help t o  us and the old detective wt t w e  o r  four 
mals , mre than one, and he certainly did enjoy i t .  

Q. Where was he f rom?  Do you how? From the c i t y ?  

A. Well, he cam out of Decatur, I don1 t know where hls horn was, but 1 
pr t ; sm there. And he was a deputy United States m s h a l l .  HE had ,dl m e r  
of authority with him. He could ar res t  anybody tha t  he saw taking something 
tha t  he dldn't wan t  taken. 

Q. How large a bam did you b a l d  from tha t?  

A. Oh, we built a barn tha t  would hold s i x  head of horses. We bad a &;ramry 
i n  one end and then pre t ty  p d  lof't above it. It sewed for years there,  
u n t i l  af'ter rqy father died and then rqy youngest brother studied c ~ r p c n t r y  
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and he went t o  work and built a bavn ?or qy mther on the place and It 
was of l m e r  f r o m  the lwnberyard, mst of it, you know. He hewed the 

, t r ees ,  a l l  the framing. He went down in the tlrr3ser and cut trees and 
hewed them and m r t i c e d  those things together and tha t  was a dandy stork 
barn, 1'11 t e l l  you. 

8. Is it still there now? Do you how? 

1 A .  Well, part of it I s   the^. It 's pre t ty  w e l l  shot,  but  t h a t ' s  a long 
time ago. 

Q. Yes, sir. I believe you sa id  you had built a new house Instead of 
the log cabitn. Had that  been bu l l t  then? 

A. Yes. We a l l  pooled our wages, you know. When we gat able, why, we 
bu i l t  t h i s  house and I worked with tha t  caqxnter a l l  the way t@o@ It. 
3: w a s  b ig  e n o m  t o  saw what he t o l d  me t o ,  you know. I-Te marked off and I 
could saw it and I could also d r i l l  holes with b i t  and brace and, when it 
c o w  t o  naj.ling on la the,  I coul.d na3l as fast as he oould. Becausc thcy 
plastered the inside them days. They didn't  use p las te r  l ike we have now, 
In  sheets, you mow. It was mlxed. I mlxed a l l  that plaster, ca r r l ed  it 
i n  and he spread it on wllth a trowel, t h i s  way. I rememer he to ld  m, 
a f t e r  he'd worked the f i r s t  day, he says, "Ewt, I 've  been adreadlng t h i s  
plasterlzlg ever since I took t h i s  job and," he says, "it Isn't half as bad 
as I thought It would be.  l1 ( l a m s )  Het d never plastered before. But he 
dld a p o d  job. It stayed on f o r  years. 

I Q. Is the house s t i l l  down there? 

A. Yes. Sam house, but it I s  been added t o .  There's been a-on the south 

~ end, there ' s  been a room added on, extends over, 

8. I don't suppose the log cablnls still  down there 1s It? 

A. No. No, tha t  log cabin--we didn't  use it f o r  any building of any kind. 
It was pret ty  well rot ted and we just t o re  It down and mde stove wood of it. 

ADDENDA 66 (ref.  p .  112) 

Q. (Interviewer reading out loud) ". . . took it all out of m." 

A. You shoveled coal, too, those days. Don't think t k y  dldnlt! They had 
t o  throw It nine fee t ,  i n  the boi ler .  Spread It as they threw it, you lalow. 
They had to learn a11 of t h a t .  Then, they had to l e m  the intricacies of 
the engine and how t o  o i l  it and what had t o  be o i led  and what had hard o i l  
In; they did have hard o i l  boxes on those rai l road enghes. You could screw 
them dawn a cer tain length of t i n e ,  you know. 

Alzd i f  the  flremn had any  ti^ t o  spare, anytim when they we= standing 
s t i l l ,  he was down underneath araking out clinkers.  There would be great 
cllnkers down i n  the  bottom when he'd shake down h i s  ashes, y ~ u  know, and 
he'd have t o  get down with a rake under them aid rake them out and he had 
t o  watch they didn't s e t  a t l e  afilre and burn a hole i n  the track. He had 
t o  take care of tha t ,  too. So, as 3: say, I @33t a wonderful lesson, right 
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there.  So, when I: went railroading, I wanted a l i t t l e  easier job. 

ADDENDA ITEM 67 (ref. p. 113) 

A. Then there was a man namd Kessinger I would l i k e  to mntlorr there, 
too. Joe Kessinger. He w a s  a good pmgressive ~ r c h a n t  at that th-e, 
too. 

Q. Yes, sir, and he had a grocery s tore  i n  Famnd?  

A. Yes. R good one. He  didn't  do as much advertlslng as Dow Str ider ,  
but he had pract ical ly  as mod a b u s l n ~ s s  because he carried so many famrs.  
I remrrber one t im, he come t o  dad and he says, "George, 1 wonder if 
you could scratch me up about $20 fo r  next Saturday?" He Fays, "I 've got 
t o  met a wholesale b i l l .  Now, there ' s a m out hem, tha t  you know, that ' s 
well-to-do and he owes rw $80, but I don't d m e  ask him for a cent. If I 
do, h e ' l l  quit  re and h e ' l l  go over t o  Dow." And he says, "If 1 w a i t ,  h e ' l l  
pay every cent tha t  he owes re, but I've got t o  l e t  h h  take hlls t im. 'So, I 
don't dare ask him." 

Well, he'd asked the poorest mn In the county, you know, t o  dig vp $20 and 
Dad dug It up f o r  hlm. He went t o  a l o t  just l i ke  us, you know. We poor 
people. He got enough t o  keep agolng. He kept on. He was i n  business 
after I went on the railroad. 

Q. Do you r e m d e r  any of the other mrchants there In Raymnd? 

A. Dow Str ider ,  and then there was a man m d  Booth that ran a c lo thbg  
s t o w .  Exclusively clothing. Men and worrmls, both, and then, piece goods. 
You Idow, they used t o  s e l l  c$llco and such t h b @  i n  bol t s ,  or  get It in 
bolts ,  s e l l  it. And he had that kind of a s l m ~  also,  and then there was 
a man Gleason, tha t  a lso ran a clothing s t o ~ .  He cavrsled shoes and boots, 
carried leather  stuff and we always bought our boots f'mm hlm, every 'fall 
fo r  school. 

Q. Was tha t  where you bought your f i r s t  suit? 

A. Yes. From him. That w a s  sure a good s u i t .  And they stayed there u n t l l  
the old folks died and then he mved t o  GIllespile and t h a t ' s  the last 1 e E r  
heard of him. He, the  young man, w a s  the buslnesg head of the s tore .  He 
spoke good l%gllsh and he w a s  pretty w e l l  educated. But the old lady mde 
hats and I can ylemmber the women aflocklng In t o  &t Ma Gleason's hats .  
They diidrl1t ship I n  hats those days. They w e r e  rmde sight  there.  They got 
the mterlal and mde it up, you know. 

Q. What was t ha t  nam, did you say? 

A. Gleason. G b E A - S - 0 - N .  They were Jews, full blood, but they were real  
honest people, I learned. 

Q. S i r ,  who ran  the e l e m t o r  i n  Raymnd? Do you rerner&er? 

A. Yes. A man n w d  Bradley. k t ' s  see. J;lm Bmdley, t ha t  was his m, 
and he s t m t e d  the elevator. I don't know what he had done abead of t h  
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but he was a very congenial fellow and he bu i l t  a good b u s h s s  f n  
byying p , l n  and shipping It. I don't think he w a s  a speculator, I 
think he just  bought and sold on the  r i s e  and so on, you know. 

Then, af'ter a while they pp t  t o  needing msre than one elevator, especially 
when threshing machines begin t o  wo~k.  Them w a s  a m named Charlle 
Houck, H-0-U-C-K, t ha t  bu i l t  another elevator. They had two elevators 
there at t ha t  t inu; .  Tney had two when I start;ed on the ral l road.  And 
then t h e w  was a . . . k t ' s  see. Bradley handled the coal business as 
well as the elevator, and feed. He shlpped in feed, whatever they wanted' 

Af'ter I pt t o  Honey Bend, why, the brewers had b u i l t  up quite a buslness 
on dried brewer s @Taln fo r  dairy cows . Now, they would take a-I don ' t 
have any Idea w h a t  mlt Is, I don I t  know aylythlng about Lt , but they 
sprouted a l l  this g a l n .  Sprouted the-barley would have spmuts  on it 
tha t  long. 

Q. Six inches. 

A. And they would use It, take a l l  tha t  juice out of there,  and then they 
dried It and sacked It and shipped it up and c a t t l e  would jmt  lap It up. 
They put a L i t t l e  mlasses i n  on i t ,  I t h h k ,  and the  c a t t l e  would just lap 
it ! And it was pret ty  well balanced. F m m  had been just  feeding corn 
without any balancer, you mow. Well, they be@ t o  t a l k  about balancing 
feed. The exper;lmmt s tat lons b e 0  to figure those t h i n s ,  you how, and 
that helped t o  balance feed. 

So, you could count on a cmload of tha t  brewers grain going along, probably 
be dis t r ibuted at e i@t  o r  ten s tat ions,  a cwload would, you how. It 
cam? about evesy week and we'd get it i n  p e a t  blg gunny sacks--when I say 
a gunny sack, that I s  a burlap, you know. We had t o  keep tha t  In the dry. 
Weld have t o  load t ha t  on the b i g  tmcks  and run them In the fwl&thouse 
mt i l  they could haul them away because It wouldn't do t o  let Lt get wet. 

Q. Dld they ship d l ~ c t l y  t o  the famrs  o r  dld somone handle it there? 

A. No, t o  the f m r s ,  usually; the  da2rymn. Then, they shipped-mybe 
flour  would corn b the s m  cas for  the mrchants. n^leyld get a ton of 
flour, you know. They wouldn't buy a carload o r  a half carload o r  anything, 
but a ton. That they t r i e d  t o  get under shelter as quick as gossible . 
Q. Who ran the stockyards i n  Raymnd? 

A.  Well, they belonged t o  the railroad. Anybody could use them. They 
were free fo r  anybody tha t  wanted t o  load stock, but  the^ was a sor t  of &I 
m w l t t e n  ru le  tha t  you found out whether sombody else had a certain day 
picked and stock sold, you know, and If they d ldnr t ,  why, you chose tha t  
day t o  bring your stock, load It. 

Then,  the^ got t o  be a man there by the nam af Sam Miller. He mde a 
l iv ing  out of it, jus t  buying and se l l ing  stock, shlpplng It. He'd buy 
three or four carloads of ca t t l e ,  If they had them t o  sell ,  you know, and 
ship them out. He had t o  have a pret ty  good backing and the banks backed 
him up when he had t o  have It, but the poor old gwy-I guess I won't t e l l  
t ha t .  He l o s t  everything and drove in f'ront of a t r a i n .  
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Q. The sallroad, then, ran the  stoclgards In  Waggoner, too, I guess. 
Would t ha t  belong t o  the railroad? 

had t o  build them and they 
fhmlsh the scale.  Scales 
w e l a  a truckload of stock 
track tha t  could afford t o  
them in.  

A. Yes. The stockyards always belonged t o  the railroads because they 
had t o  keep them i n  r epa i r  and they had t o  
them days cast a lot of mney, you know, t o  
and there wasnl t very many fellows along the 
buy t h e l r  own scales. So, t h e  railroads put 

Q. And they didn't  charge 

A. No. They just got the 
of there.  

fo r  use of the scales? 

shipping charges of the  s tu f f  tha t  went out 

EM3 OF TAPE 

ADDENDA ITEN 68 (ref. p. 115) 

A. And so 1l@t. ?hey could load it ri@t b a wagon, you how. Two E n  
shove it ~i@3nt i n  the back of a wagon a d  haul i t .  

Q. How did they fasten it I n  the back of the wagon? 

A. Well, they dldnlt have t o  fasten It, you know. Af't,er we got t a  the 
f i e ld ,  we hltched ~.n?ctll.y on t o  t h a t .  Didn't use a wagon then. You hitched 
direct ly  on it, the horses walked i n  f'ront . And the doubletees,  of course, 
the  wefght of them was on there t o  hold down on it. And when you tlpped It 
upJ why, those spikes would run i n to  the  ground and over she'd go; but she 
missed the doubletrees, you had t o  hi tch so it 'd do tha t  And you could 
take a fairly fast-walkling team--I t e l l  you, you could rake hay fast. 

Q. D i d  it have wheels on i t ?  

A. No. Just  s l ide  on the v u n d  just  llke my fingers here. They was a 
romd piece went thmw here and put In the end over here so It could turn 
over . . . 
Q. And t h a t ' s  what you fastened the horses t o ,  was t o  the ends ammd . . . 
A. No. We had a f r a m  out here tha t  corn s t r a l @ t  out, and across here was 
a place t o  hi tch your doubletrees t o  and tha t  was c lea r  of a l l  of those forks. 
As the  hay went in, why, of course, It was wider that part  wlCll it @;ot In 
the fork, or  mke. And you could turn your hay r ight  over. Lots of people 
would use tha t .  They'd rake the hay and they'd rake A t  when it was a l i t t l e  
t o m .  Go out of a mrning, you mow, and it would rake be t te r .  It was tough 
*om dew and m l s t m  . Well then, i f  the baler c m  in,  he wanted it dry as 
dry so he'd go over it again and t m b l e  a l l  of those windrows. Just m Pnto 
them and off she ld go and it Id mve it just enough t o  tm them clear over, 
you know. And s t i l l  have a win&ow t o  drive by. 

Q. Whlch way would you ,go on it--length-wise down the  wfXldrow o r  crosswtse? 

A. Well, when you got ready t o  brlrlg It t o  the  baler, you went down the 
whdmw then and loaded up al l  you could handle and in to  the baler .  Back 
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out, as I described before, and go over. After they found out that t ha t  
was so handy, then they began m l n g  what they cal led a sweep rake. A 
m a t  big one. It had runners on It as long as fmm here t o  the door. 
Ten f ee t ,  I expect. It ' d be about ten feet wide. Well, you put two horses 
on tha t  and you &Ldrzlt have t o  have It i n  windrows. You could plck It 
r i @ t  up off the @;round wlth tha t ,  too. You plcked tha t  thing up full 
and go In to  the baler  wlth tha t  and then back out, you know. Well again, 
rimt d m  the  way it was cut,  o r  opposite the  way It was cut,  whatever 
you struck, And i t ' d  f i l l  up real f a s t .  

Q. When you backed away fmm the ba ler  there,  just l e f t  the hay se t t ing  
there then? 

A, Yes, And there was a fellow, o r  two fellow3 there,  spading it in to  the 
baler ,  you know. Two fellows wilth forks spaded it i n .  Haying was work 
those days. 

Q. Yes, I be t .  (lams) Yes, sir. 

A. They wasn't anything easy about haying o r  shocking @xLn or  thxeshing 
tha t  I evep found. 

Q. But it kept you i n  good health,  I @;uess, a l l  that exercise. 

A. Ch, yes and you could eat l i k e  a horse. I say there wasn't mythiulg 
tha t  was easy. The mn that  hauled the g a b  t o  m k e t  had the easy job, 
but we always had t o  plck the  fellows wlth ti&t wagons. An old wagon would 
p p  t o  leaking around the bottom, you know, and around the end gates and you 
picked the  mn tha t  had tl&t wagons and put them on that job. And then 
there was no 111 f ee l lnp  about It because that was why they  we^ on there,  
you WOW. Then we had t o  haul to Raymnd o r  F m r s v i l l e  o r  Wawner o r  
wherever It was going, you how. I 've  gone t o  Raymnd wlth a load of wheat- 
leave Ben bhr13an1s, say, as the sun was @ng down. Go c l e w  l n t o  Rayrtmnd 
with tha t  load of wheat, f i f t y  o r  sixty bushels. Men would have had t h e i r  
supper at the elevator and they'd be back there ready t o  take cme of us. 
D m p  it off and I ' d  pt back up t o  ea t  supper at n h e  o'clock. I had a 
new wagon and f got t ha t  job quite a l o t .  

Q.  This is when you put the eighty bushels In and it paid for  the wagon? 

A ,  Yes. ELghty bushels of corn. 

Q. Yes, sir. kt's see now. When you went t o  the elevator wlth your load 
and the f i r s t  t h h g  you did was weigh It, wasn't it and then . . . 
A. Y e s .  This Wm loose wheat, them days. They had changed their elevators 
fmm sack business t o  a d m ,  you how, that you drove in and dropped the 
hind wheels down, hoisted the f m n t  wheels up a d  the wheat would a l l  run 
out, a l l  but a very l i t t l e .  They'd sweep the bottom with a broom, but it'd 
pract ical ly  a l l  m out In a rolnute o r  so. And then you're ready t o  head 
fo r  the  scales a& and then hone, 

Q. Did you have t o  unhook the horses from the wagon when you dwnped it tha t  
way7 
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A. No, you jus t  left  them on. Because the tongue was  hinged here and 
railsing it up--It never bothered the horses at a l l .  It l d stay pract lcal ly  
level  because It worked on a big b o a ~ d .  

Q. And it didn't bother the horses t o  have that operation wing on behind 
them? 

A. No, not a bit. They soon weE glad t o  stop tha t  long. (laughter) 

Q. I can see. Yes, sir, r e s t  a b i t .  ( laws)  

A ,  Rest, too.  

Q. Yes, sir. ( l a m s )  

A. Well, they-they didn't have au tomt ic  scales those days. Now, I 
weigZled down hcre at the elevator at Waggoner whlle it was a co-op. I 
weighed two falls and they didn't have automt ic  scales,  you had t o  3dJust 
your beam according t o  the weight that was i n  front of them. Well, they 
had fixed the platform for  trucks; and beans, and wheat too, would corn h, 
a couple hundred bushel, you how. Well, a beam wasn It mde t o  handle 
anything l i k e  that anmunt, so  you had t o  put on ex-kra wei@ts and you had 
t o  know how mmy you had t o  put on there t o  wei@ that klnd of a, 'load, so 
it kept a fellow kind of on his toes.  But now tha t  ' s all automt ic ,  you 
know. They go on there,  tha t  scale turns over and they put a card i n  there,  
prln2;s It flat on the card. When the fellow corns back and wei&s the e*mpty, 
it puts the cmd In and gets the empty wei@t, hands it t o  him and he goes 
on how. He's got the w e i a t  of the load and the weimt of the t m  and 
the prlce.  

Q. Who dld you se l l  the wheat t o  from the elevator, o r  the @in? 

A .  It pract lcal ly  a l l  went t o  S t .  ImxLs. Most of a l l  of it. Somtbs ,  
it Id go fa r ther  south. Go on down south for ship loadlng but I don't thkk 
we sold It direct  t o  them. J thlnk It went through a corrnnlsslon house i n  
S t .  Louis tha t  pushed it on down, you know, t o  the ship load. Like Russia 
now. I'll bet they're t ry ing  t o  buy a l l  of it, you how. They're t ry ing  
t h e i r  d i e l e s t  t o  comer the wheat m k e t  a w n .  They did,  you know. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. And played d i r t y  with us. Well, I don't thlnk they're gobg t o  allow 
them t o  do tha t  again. They're going t o  dish it out t o  them as they want 
them t o  have it. So, a l o t  of th i s  wheat w i l l  come down and it'll go t o  
S t .  Louis and then, In a:Ll probLabll:j.ty, it '11 @ on a barge. You'vc seen 
those barges @ down the r iver ,  t en  o r  twelve of them @dcd by one boat. 
I always wondered how i n  the nam of sense they @ded them, But they do. 
They take them d m  there and they take a half a t rainload of wheat t o  
New Orleans rL@t down the plver, you know. 

Well, then it ' s  ready t o  @;o Irit o the  wharf there where those b ig  boats ay?e 
loading and they have the vacuum machines t o  pick it ri@t up out of those 
thin@. It sucks It up jus t  l i ke  a vacuum sweeper exactly. Sucks it a l l  
out and hois t s  her rl@t in to  the b lg  boat. 
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Q. How did you manage it inside the elevator? Like here i n  Wamner. 

A. You had t o  have a rran who knew his s tu f f ,  Did you know Bert Gmter? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Old Bert worked that  until he got t o  where he was ~ a d y  t o  die .  I 
guess he worked it u n t i l  he was ei@ity years old. And he lmew that elevator 
be t t e r  than any of us, a whole l o t .  When W t h l n g  wentwmng, We ' d get 
Bert and he knew just  what was wrong. He'd go and f i x  It right now. And 
he worked  aso on able, and as bad a boozer as  he was, I never had any trouble 
with him on duty. Never did. If he was on duty, he kept the l iquor at a 
ndnimum. After it was over, he 'd  get tooted probably. 

I went In there one day t o  grind som feed and at tha t  t i m e  the grinder 
w a s  i n  the wmehouse. You had t o  drive down the  rai l road and unload your 
feed in f'rorn the east door because there was where the grinder was. The 
west door, you had t o  drag it clear acmss twenty feet  of f loor .  So I drove 
down there and Bert seen m, he was over horn. He lived In the house C i @ t  
west of the elevator and he seen me drive in. He corn ahiking 6Ver r.i@ oyf. 

When I stepped inside there,  there la9d Ed N b m  dead t o  the world. He was 
dmuzker than the--oh, he was jus t  l l k e  a fellow chlorofomd, now. Really, 
he was. They was f l i e s  c lear  m u n d  h i s  muth  here--it was the awfullest 
slmt. hying these,  h i s  muth  wfde open, you how. Bert says (laughs ) t o  
m , ''Ed's a litt 1.e w ~ d w  the wwLher. " He says, "He s kind of i n  the way here. 
1'11 j u s t  drag him out." (lau.&s) He took and drug him out of the w a y .  
We went ahead and ground. (laughter) And Ed was s t i l l  asleep. 

Poor old Fd, he was his own worst enemy. I t h o w t  a l o t  of h3m, IIe use 
t o  work for re when I f i r s t  cam here. He w a s  a young m then and 
unmar?.ied and I could always count on a hand when I got Ed NbrXK). I could 
be sure tha t  I w a s  properly represented. But the older he got, the m??e lax 
he got, you know. He got t o  drinkhg. Toward the last, he wasn't much good. 
And Ed had a wonderful wife. I don't know whether you b e w  her or  not but 
she w a s  a wonderful w o r n .  That ls a sham. And Ed was always rqy fr iend a l l  
the way' thmugh. 

I mmrrber Cary Birch died with a heart  a t tack and wlfe and I had been 
p e a t  fYiends of her ' s .  In fac t ,  I went t o  schoolwlth her. After all of 
her farrdly died, well, she just hung on t o  ms Just  like L w a s  a brother. 
She died one day and I was In town and porothy* called me. She said,  "Son?- 
thing 's  happened t o  Gary." And by the t* I: got t o  her home, "Why," she 
says, "Carry's dead and you be t t e r  go up there.  " 

So rq wife and I went right up there.  I said t o  r r ~ y  wire, "You pE;o In and 
see what she's me. I says, "No telling. If she died of a heart attack, 
she rrdat be in any kind of shape. " So n ~ y  wife went in and she Sws , 'Well, 
you be t t e r  Just stay out there.  " S a y s ,  "Not a very &pod looking sigbt. " 1 
called the coroner and Ed to ld  E then--Ed had been working on the hard mad - 

Damthy Hampton. [Ed.] 
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and they pinched a m between two trucks. Right down there at the corner 
of the road tha t  goes t o  Harvel, the one south of here. And Chey pinched 
him rimt at tha t  comer and k i l l ed  him. He w a s  working betweep two tmcks  
and the fellow i n  the f'ront truck back UQ too suddenly o r  didn't gLve him 
warmha and k l l k d  the fellow. And lZd t o l d  m as q a c k  as I corne In, he 
says, llYoulve got t o  get :I comnw. There anybody touch her till the 
coroner gets here. l1 Well, I didnl t how t h a t .  I didn t b o w  tha t  you 
couldr~~t touch them. I t h o m t  tha t  you could go and i f  sombody needed 
t o  be picked up you could pick them up. Ed says, "They wouldn't l e t  us 
touch tha t  m. He l a i d  there mt i l  tha t  caraner got there.  l1 So 1 appre- 
ciated t h a t .  

Q. Well, i n  the elevator when you dwrrp the pain out of the  wamn, ilt went 
down throu$-i the f loor  Into an elevator,  I guess, dldnl t  I t ?  

A. It went in to  a hopper, a b ig  hopper tha t  had a bottom tha t  corn l ike  a 
funnel, you bow. A l l  s ides  worked t o  the middle and they rm I t  right onto 
the buckets tha t  elevated it t o  the top fo r  the cleaner, The cleaner was  in 
the very top of the elevator.  And then it ld gc up there and go tW@ a 
cleaner and take out s t icks  and straw and everything that shauldnlt be i n  it 
and mvc them down ln to  tha t  furnace room down below to burn up, you bow. 

Q. Where they b m e d  the cobs, you. man? 

A.  Yes, And then the wheat would come down Into a car clean, It fell f rQm 
way up there down through a spout so I t ' d  go c l e m  t o  the back end of a cm, 
e i the r  end. It bad plenty of power. 

Q. Were there storage f o r  it up there i n  case you didn't have a car  ~ a d y  
down below t o  be loaded? 

A. Yes, theyld stop it down below there.  There's where they stopped it .  
When we got clogged, why, we had t o  shut them off  until we could @ t o  elcvat- 
b g  a-. A s  soon as you could go t o  elevating, then they'd @ t o  hauling 
amin .  Somt ims  they'd be nine, ten wapns walting, you know. After they 
got t o  corrbines, and tmcks  t o  haul It, why, you just  can't i m g h e  how f a s t  
grain would come S1 there.  They'd f i l l  t ha t  thing, oh, some days there ld  be 
three carload come there.  Well, you can just Inagine howthat ld p i l e  up in 
an elevator and go througf~ . And one man couldnl t attend t o  It. Now, ROE 
was the manager there but he couldn l t take care of a l l  of it, He couldnl t do 
tha t  weighiing and keep the books. We had t o  reas te r -a t  t ha t  tire, instead 
of a card l i k e  they have now, you had a book you wrote the narrk? In,  the munt 
of the load, the m m t  of the t m c ,  and the price at the side of it. And 
of a night we had t o  go through tha t  book and then take it over t o  the ledger, 
you how, t o  keep t rack of what w e  had taken In  and what we had t o  s e l l .  Well, 
he l d probably sell, before d&t .  He 'd ca l l  the c o d s s i o n  houses and ask f o r  
bids.  He'd c a l l  two o r  th=e of them and the best one would get It, of course. 

I remrrber one tlm--Famersville had a f a r m m  elevator, too, a co-op. 
And there was a m and h i s  wife running it and Rom was p r e t t y  handy with 
the t r a i m n ,  he knew a l l  of them. Held been there a l o  t h ,  you mow. P He mew all the brakemn along the road, so held t e l l  hem that he was going 
t o  need a certain car the next day. Cars was get t lng awful hard t o  get.  Held 
say, "Now, 5: need the car fo r  tomrrow i f  I keep a r m i n g .  You fellows t uy  
and get it down here t o  IE . l' Well, he give them a ten dollar bill. They'd 

Bert Aikman Memoir, Vol. II -- Archives, University of Illinois at Springfield



Bert A i h m i  172 

divide it between the train crew, you how. I r J e l l ,  they'd seal every c a  
on the side ( laumter)  and they'd come Into Fzrmrsville. ?%Is wonan 
was aweiming up these and she @t out and looked at  every seal. So, the 
local corn on down. She called me and says, '91d you get a car?" I SqyS, 
"Yep, we got a car. 'I '!How did you do I t ? "  she sald. 1 says, 'Well, It 
was bil led t o  us. It She says, "Billed t o  you nothing. " She says, "J looked 
at a l l  those seals. !That car was sealed by here. How dfd you get that CW?" 
I says, "That's al l  I know about It, is that It cone i n  and E t  was bi l led  t o  
w and it was set  i n  here and we ' re  loading it now, " And w a s  she md. 
(laster) She had her elevator shut down. (la@ter) 

ADDENDA ITm 69 (ref. p. 115) 

A. . . . I want t o  break you . . . 
Q. Yes, SIT. 

A. . . . while I think of  It. You know w h e ~  you got the idea that we 
had that rake in the back of a wagon was a staU rake. That we ralced stalks 
with It. It always had to  work In the back of a wagon. 

Q. O h  I see, yes. 

A. Now, I just w a n t  t o  get that straight.  

Q. Yes, s i r .  Well, how did you fasten that In the back .ref a wagon, then? 

A. Well, we cha;lsled it t o  the front of the wapn. Get a chain azld hook on. 
Pmbably put it on over t o  the tongue so that the p d l  was ri&t on I t  direct, 
you know, w a n 1  t tmou@ the wagon. And then the= was  a lever up there 
that we could p u l l  and rrake It twble ,  you just pulled Lt  loose. It was just 
a piece f i t  under the . . . I guess it was e l @ t  by el@C that we had t o  use 
for stalks and It fit right under there ju s t  l ike  tha t ,  (demnstmtes wlth 
his hands) Well, nothing could turn over while that w a  I@ there. You had 
a spring back here. Well, when you pt ready t o  dump, you pulled up fmm 
under there and over she d go, you bow, rl&t now and then you l e t  your 
sprtng loose whfle it was turning over. It slapped on to it. It just  t m e d  
half over but it le f t  everythhg It had, 

Q. Well, did you ride i n  the wagon, then? 

A. Yes. Drove the team and worked that lever. One man could do all of that. 

8. Yes, s i r .  Good, I did have those mixed up, kt's see . . . 
ADDENDA ITEM 70 (ref. p. 115) 

A. No. J wasn't associated with the turn par t  at all, All I did was tip 
it up just a l l t t l e .  You didn't want t o  get too big a load that you couldrl't 
tip. You wanted t o  watch that as you loaded, so that you could t l p  It. It 
dildn't need t o  t l p ,  oh, that far. The teeth would stick i n  the grmund, you 
how, and over she Id go. And then it was f l a t  again md m right under the 
hay. 
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A. They were mde--In those days--I don't think I went Into detaL1 enough 
about the blacksrrdth shop. There was one side of a blacksmLthls shop was 
steelwork, the other side was woodwork and there had t o  be an expert I n  
each place. A rran who mew h i s  business, because this rn over hem was 
mking wagon tongues, rrqybe wappn wheels, mybe wagon axles and this fellow 
aver here was get thg  ready t o  iron them and s o  on. And those days, when 
dry we3ther would corn--the s t e e l  tires on wagon wheels were just  shmu?k 
on by heating them real hot, so they'd drop over the  fe l loe  of the wagon, 
and then you p o m d  water around on tha t  right quick and made it , . . 

Q. Contract. 

A. I t ' d  cl* up and i t ' d  get so t lmt  tha t  It'd s p r h g  the spokes som- 
tlms if you didn't  watch your s t u f f .  Well, those thin@ had .to be done on 
pract ical ly  everybody's wawn during the season, you know. Well, both of 
those rren were In on tha t .  One of them fixed the broken spokes, if there 
was any, o r  broken felloes;  the other fellow heated tha t  t i r e  and had it 
a l l  ready, and It took three mm t o  put tha t  t l r e  on. You had t o  take tongs 
and pick it up out of the . . . you bbullt a fire around i t  on the ground 
and you'd plck it up out of that  and se t  It r2@t down-the wagon wheel 'd 
be on the pund--set  it down over there and then hold It so that it wouldn't 
s l i p  past t ha t  fe l loe,  you see. And then sombodyld pour on the water. 
I 've  helped with a l o t  of them. I &LdnTt get anythin@; for It, Jwt  get t ing 
the  work done. 

Q. And these would loosen up In dry weather, you say? 

A, They'd loosen i n  d q q  weather and you'd have t o  go and have them rese t .  
Well then, I n  addition t o  heating them tha t  way, they had what they cal led 
a crimper. And i n  l a t e r  yecars a f t e r  I w a s  about, oh, old enough t o  help 
with it, well, they had what they cal led a crimper and they'd take tha t  tire 
off  whTle it was cold and put it In this w h i n e  and it w a s  just 13ke pushing 
It together this way. They had a p a i r  of locks on this side and locks on 
t h i s  sf_& and you'd put on the press- and it mshed tha t  together tha t  ww. 
Just  forced the i ron ,  you mow, didn't  double it past it but It forced It 
together. Phybe ilt 'd  take up a half  Inch. Well, you'd be surprised what a 
difference tha t  would &e then, in how tha t  tire would stay on, 

Q. Oh, I see. Thils was after it was on the wheel, they would . . . 
A. No. That was while it was off  the wheel, before you heated it. Then 
they heated It. It ' d be too t imt  for the wheel when It was like t h a t .  Well 
then, when you got It hot,  it expanded. You could put it on and then cool it  
and you had a ti&t flt again. Sorne tks  i t ' d  l a s t  c lear  thmugh the season. 

Q. What did they make the fire of ,  charcoal o r  coal? 

A. Oh, usually cobs. Corncobs. 

Q. Oh, is tha t  r ight?  

1 A. See the elevator shelled a l l  the corn, them days. There was  none shelled 
I n  the f m  and the blackslrrlth would have his wagonload of cobs there ready 
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for those kind of jobs. He'd li@t them, lay the tlre In. A s  soon as 
it @;ot t o  a certain heat--it didn' t have t o  get red hot-he Id  watch it, 
he knew when It was proper heat.  That w a s  a science of a blacksmith, t o  
know what h i s  Iron was dolulg. And I never could understand a t W g  about 
it. I 've worked wlth them an awful l o t  and E never could understand a 
thing. You can take a piece of s t e e l  and heat It white hot and lay It 
on an anvil and hit It wlth a hammer and it's just the s m  as Sf you h i t  
a piece of glass. 

Oh, it'd just 

A. Oh, it would just f l y !  Well, a greenhorn, h e r d  go t o  sharpen a plow- 
sharre and he'd stick her i n  these, l e t  It get white hot, you know, and 
then take h i s  harrmr and hock about tha t  thick a chunk out of  his plow- 
share. (la@s) men he had to have somebody weld i n  a piece. (laughter) 
Well, it was fumy.  

Q. Where did you get mst of your blacksdthing done? 

A. Raymnd. There was a rran n m d  Jones who was an exped smlth, Al Jones, 
and the  woodworkmn In  h i s  shop w a s  Ellas Day. Both o f them S h e  m n ,  
upstanding E n .  Day was the rn t ha t  had us cut tha t  log for the mllers, 
you know. He mde them. Jones took care of a l l  of our plow work ayld wapn 
tires and spring wagon t i r e s ,  everythislg else. 

I'll never forget one experience we had with that spring wagon afies Dad 
got it. We were going t o  go t o  Li tchfield bhe next day and he to ld  nTy 
second brother and m t o ,  "Put the team on the spring wagon and go down 
t o  the creek and drive and down In and soak up the kims pod."  Says, 
"You drlve back and forth there.  'I There was a shallow place where the 
team could wade i n  and wade up and down. WELL, our swL&g hole was r i@k 
off  here at thls side of It and we'd played there,  oh, a l l  of the t fm w~ 
was there. I never thou@ it was qulcksand, mver  even thou&& of it. 
Well, we drove a little too far toward tha t  swimrdng hole a d  both horses1 
heads went out of s i a t  as quick as tha t .  Just went ri@t out of Simt 1 
And I jumped over and jerked the p i n  out of the doubletree and the neck 
yoke was  loose and I yelled t o  them t o  go and they struggled out on t h e i r  
feet and I turned them around--on t h e i r  front feet ,  you how,  and got t h e i r  
hind feet  up. I t m e d  them around and got them back on the solid ground 
and we got down and took hold of  the  back of that wagon and backed it out.  
And we watched tha t  spot f h r n  that  t b  on, believe m . 
Q. Just a sink hole there.  

A. No, it was qulcksand. When you get In that, it sucks. You don't climb 
out, you jus t  keep agoirig. That was a s c q  deal. I s m  thought we'd 
lost; a team. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A.  Now, go ahead. ( laws ) 

Q. A l l  r ipf i t ,  sir. 
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A. I 1 m  awasting a l o t  of your tlme. 

Q. Oh, no, s ir ,  

A. What should be put i n  r imt there i s  you had t o  add lim t o  yow s o i l .  
This s o i l  up here was a l l  sour and it had t o  be limd about two tons t o  
the acre before you could gmw a l fa l f a .  So everybody had tha t  t o  learn, 
too. And tha t  had t o  corn f'rorn the experlrrent s ta t ion.  Tney proved out 
what you had t o  do and how much and then to ld  us and then they be@ grow- 
ing a l f a l f a .  

Q. D i d  they cow down here t o  check your land o r  how a d  they . .. . 
A. Oh, the land was checked at Hillsborn In the F m  Bureau off lce.  They 
had a rran there that would t e s t  your s o i l .  A l l  you had to do w a s  gc over 
the famn and take l i t t l e  sacks and take a good handful of dirt--but you took 
a t i l e  spade and you dug down, oh, pract ical ly  a foot md you thmwed tha t  
aside. Tmn you shaved off a shaving down  he^ t o  tha t  depth and you took 
your handful out of there and put i n  your sack which Went fYom top t o  bottom, 
And then you took those sacks over and the Famn Bureau did tha t .  They dIdri1t 
charge us hardly anything fo r  tha t .  And they would t e l l  you just exactly 
how much l i ~  you had t o  have. They'd also glve you mre bhan tha t .  They'd 
say how much phosphate, how mch potash, and all of those things. But those 
were much slower corrdng i n ,  those potashes and phosphates. Much slower 
corrdng i n  than lim, because men found tha t  they could lire the land and 
they could gt%w much be t t e r  red clover, too, as well as a l f a l f a .  Get stands 
of clover without any trouble. And we had been havlrlg trouble g t t i n g  stands 

Q. How did you @;o about spreading the  l i m e ?  

A. Well, at f'lrst we did it wlth scoop shovels. We stood in the back of a 
wagon and J u s t  threw one on--one fellow thmw th i s  way and the othes threw 
t h i s  way and then we'd change hands when w e  got t i r ed .  We t k e w  that way, 
as f a s  as we could spread It. That was before they had any l b  spreaders 
of any kind, you know. We11 then, you could see how far you'd thrown, you'd 
turned amund at the  other end and come back so you could rake those laps 
about even. And then tha t  was dilsced in so it wouldn't blow away and then 
you were ready t o  harrow your w u n d  and sow your a l f a l f a  seed. And they 
sowed it, o r  they learned t o  sow It, i n  the fall and let It mike a, growth 
about l i ke  tha t  . . . 
Q About six inches o r  so. 

A. . . . and it lived thmugh the winter. But tha t  didn't a11 corn at once, 
now. That was a ,god m y  years acoming, 1'11 t e l l  you. They b e 0  gmwlng 
sweet clover t o  plow under ahead of the alfalfa because f t  was so much bigger 
gmwth and so much nitrogen taken I n t o  the s o i l  with the sweet clover plant .  
You know, they grew higher than your head. Take a p g  plow and put a @Od 
stout tractor on therc and then put weed covers so you could cover a l l  of 
tha t  s tuff  up. 1'11 t e l l  you tha t  would produce corn. (laughs) 
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Q. Yes, s k ,  What do you man by weed covers? 

A. Well, you had t o  have s o m t h h g  t o  drag that down b the bottom of 
the furrows. They learned t o  use w i r e s .  They'd put a &re on the mold- 
board of the plow and l e t  it hang back, oh, t e n  o r  fifteen feet down the 
furrow. And It would be covering u$ all the t lm tha t  wise would. But 
it  would &ag a l l  of thls foliage down with it because it was so . . . 
caught it l i k e  that  as it went over-don't you see?--and drag it underneath. 
And then tha t  s tu f f  would rot .  By spring, If you wanted t o  plow your sweet 
clover ground i n  the f a l l ,  by sprlng a l l  of that  was Wtted enough tha t  
the disc cut it i n t o  f ine payltlcles and it helped W e  corn, helped mke 
alfalfa, whateves you wanted. 

Sam Sorrels. I want t o  mention him. He w a  the p r i m  mver  of the Farm 
Bureau at Hillsborn. And he was jus t  a f m ~  that llved down south and 
west of h y m n d  at . . . He believe i n  it f"rom the very start. He' d read 
quite a l o t  and he bellleved Zn tha t  wlth a l l  his  h e m  and he used h i s  fm 
for a denanstrator and he'd invi te  people In t o  see the results. They got 
so they called him M r .  F m  Bureau because he was rea l ly  the s&est one 
In  the whole lo t .  Even ahead of the manager, the fellow tha t  was hired. 
I don't think Sam ever got a d i r r ~  out of it. He just did I t  for  the love of 
improving the so l l s ,  building thin@;; up. And I: wanted his name mntioned 
because he was a valuable ci t lzen.  

Q. We had ta lked about hilm once before i n  here. Was he around active at 
the s m  tlw as M r .  Snyder of the Famn Bureau? 

A. Yes. He and Snyder s t m e d  i n  the Farm Bureau together and Snyder was 
detemnlned that I should go in with It, He kept rmnlng up here and wanted 
r r ~  t o  take one ~f the d l ~ c t o r s h i p s .  Sam was a director and he wanted ITE 
t o  take another directorship. I kept t ry ing  IQI best t o  talk hlm out of it 
and f lna l ly  I to ld  him, I says, "Now, Mr. Snyder, as much as I think of 
you and as much as I think of t h i s  work, I can not take that Job because I 
have hay fever too bad and you know that you fellows have pt t o  I@ al l  over 
the country, and a11 of thls pollen, and I can't do It." Well, he qui t  
bothering m, but he st111 was an awful good f'rrlend. 

A. It- was a h e r .  It vlned mre than the others. The other was a bush, 
you know. You see them out here now, bush beans a re  the  ones they m k e t  
most. The black bean I haven't seen i n  t en  years I don't think. because 
a f t e r  E n  quite growing it f o r  c a t t l e  feed, why, it died aut becauSe it 
wasn't a p o d  W k e t a b l e  bean, It didn't  y ie ld  e n o m ,  But it just yielded 
enough t o  balance the hay and rrake it a balanced feed f o r  rrd& cows. 

Q. Did the vines try t o  @ow on anything o r  you just l e t  them run? 

A. When I sqy it w a s  a vine, it ,grew straighb up but it lodged against 
i t s e l f  and they g r e w  t o g t h e r .  Talk about your hay t o  rake, that was hay 
t o  rake! It was  a l l  tanffled i n  the tops, you bow. And then It grew, O h ,  
l o t s  of them tha t  high. 

Q. Three, four fee t .  
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A. Yes, and there '  d be a lot of toma@ on a piece of land that you'd 
start t o  work, and you had t o  c m  tha t  in a shock. You couldn't cut It 
down and bale  it ri@t I&. You had t o  cure It i n  a shock. So, after we 
got it wbdmwed, then we went in  with pitchforks and b d l t  l l t t l e  Shocks 
of it and then It stood about ten  days t o  cure out and then it was ready 
t o  s tore  Fn barns, We dldnl t--I don't t h h k  I ever baled any of It, I jus t  
put it i n  loose l ike I would clover hay. Fed it t o  the cows in a mger. 
My, they did Love it .  'They d give milk *om it, too. The h o p  lowed It . 
The hogs were after every grain t ha t  sp i l l ed  over the mger. 

The first crops of beans I g r e w  I sold eveqy bushel fo r  seed. Outside of 
what I kept far m s e l f .  Every bushel I sold, not a one went to m r k e t .  
They come here and took every bushel I had t o  spa=. 

Q. Were they other f a m r s  around here, you man, o r  , . . 
A. Yes. Now, they were just  g t t i n g  the idea, don't you see. 'They sowed 
a smll acreage. They'd probably take t en  bushel and sow t en  acres. !they 
sowed a bushel t o  the acre then, o r  about tha t  t;. And it was-I don't know 
the n m  of that bean--was a b ig  green bean. Green on the outside, but it 
w a s  a mture bean and a very good producer. But the emer imnt  s t a t ion  
worked all t ha t  m e n  out.  They'd hybridized it, you know, mt l l  it was a 
different bean. 

Q. When they s t a r t ed  taklng the soybeans t o  the elevator, did they have 
my problem separating it, o r  keeping it svpamte at the  elevator? 

A. YQU c o d d n l t  take beans in wlth wheat. You had t o  empty al l  of y o u  
mchinery b e f o ~  the wheat could corn In. Well, i f  you got everything 
cleaned and them down i n  the storage bin,  then you could take In the wheat and 
elevate it and put it i n  another bln. I don't semrrber how many bins there 
i s .  Them's a nwrber of bins in tha t  elevator. And Bert knew everyone of 
them. He lmew where he wanted each one, too. How much he wanted In It. 

Q. How dld you get the paAn out of those bins? Did they . . . 
A.  Well, you sucked it up with the elevator,  You've seen these that they  
put in  the  truck now, haven' t you? An auger? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, there was an auger there tha t  dropped In to  those bins and s t a r t ed  
i t  on the way up t o  the buckets and it went fnko the buckets and rip t o  the 
wd&er. Tne wei&Ing machinery was a lso  i n  the top of the elevator and 
you wei&ed every load tha t  went Into the car, wei@ed A t  as it went in the 
car. And tha t  w a s  an autormtic thing. It kept t m c k  of its weights. That 
was the first automatic tha t  we had i n  there.  

Q. W a s  t ha t  put i n  whlle you were with the elevator? 

A.  Yes. m i l e  I was  adlrecting. Yes, that elevator was a p a t  help t o  
the cornunity but farrrers s t  to-I don't know--famrs are the hardest 
people there Is t o  hold together. They are. I'm not jam. They're hard. 
Every fellowvs gat h i s  own mind, you how, and you can get the best speaker 
you can get ahold of and l e t  h i m  explaln things, t h e y ' l l  see it a a f f e r e n t  way. 
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Bert A l l a m  

Q. Well, how did the co-op break up then? &-I Wawner . 

A. Well, f ina l ly  they sold the elevator and just divided up the mney 
for it .  O u r  mney had been accmulating--our divildends had been accwn- 
la t lng .  If I remmber, I got s i x  hundred do l lws  p ro f i t  o f f  of ten  shares. 
But that  had been accumulating over ten o r  f ir teen yems, I donlt  b o w  how 
long. 

A. Cattle feeders qwLt growing them o r  qu l t  taking them because they could 
get alfalfa. It was so much nlcer t o  handle and I $ p s s  a Ut t le  be t t e r  
feed t o  balance with corn. I don1 t m o w  the  exact ratio an them, whether 
It was any mre of a balanced seed than the black bean had been. I p ~ s m  
the black bean was the nearest t o  tha t  of aryrthlYlg. Alfalfa was a G a t  
ba.lancer, you know.  It carried l o t s  of nitrogen. And if you aould get it 
put up w i t h  all. of the leaves on, why, you had an awf'ul l o t  of nl-h%,gFn. 
But you had t o  work it very caref'ully t o  do tha t .  You had t o  cut it and 
rake it, handle It as much as you could when It was tom f r o m  dew and the 
leaves would s t i ck ,  you know. A t  first, they shocked all of it and then 
pitched it on wamns f r o m  shocks, you know; and t h a t l d  have a l l  the leaves 
in the shocks, 

ADDENJIA ITEN 75 (ref. p.  119) 

A. You couldn't hurry them. (laughter) 

Q !they set t h e i r  own pace. Yes, sir. (laugnter) 

A. I t l s  really funny t o  watch a fellow drlve a team of oxen, you know; 
because held have t o  keep apmdang th i s  one t o  mke him keep up with t ha t  
one. They d ldn l t  hurt them with tha t  sharp st ick.  It didn't enter  the 
skin, you know, but  It pricked them enough they ld s tep away from It. (laughter) 
And then they also had . . . I 've  never seen one of them work, but they had 
fellows that could use a twelve Toot whip and he could hit oxen with it. 
Sang  It around h i s  head and pop it out there and the end would @t an ox 
way IQ there on the  l lne .  ( la@s) I t e l l  you, they &Ldntt l ike  tha t .  

Q. And tha t  kept them under control. 

A. That ' s r ight .  He l d even s m t h e r  out blackberry b r i a r .  

Q. Smther out what, sir? 

A. Blackberry br ia rs .  He just  took the gc~und around hlm. Hls l lnbs just 
drug the gmund, you know, and he had b ig  leaves and he never made a tree 
wor th  a cent for  anything, only firewood, 

ADDFXDA ITEM 77 (ref. p. 121) 

Q. You know, I wonder If 
b i t  mre? How you r l g ~ d  

you could describe tha t  stake and sider 3 L l t t l e  
tha t  up. 
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Bert Aumm 

A. I don't know whether I can remmber it too well. You put two mills-- 
you used d l s  for  that, too--you s e t  them out, here away F r o m  the fence a 
couple of feet  and then crossed them LI$ here over the joint of  your fence, 
you mow. See, you mde a pal1 fence this wa$. 

Q. Yes. Regular zig-zag. 

A. Yes, and It was a t  the zig-zag point t ha t  you put these things In, don't 
you see, and t ha t  Id  be at the end of every ten foot. And then you la id  
those top r iders  In there.  You lald them an top  here. If  the fence was 
golng t h l s  way,  you'd l a y  them f'rom t h i s  side f irs t  and then the next fence 
you l a d  In, you'd l a y  them over on t h i s  s ide which would bind them aelnst  
these stakes, see? 

Q. I see. Yes. 

A. And that would tend to hold them there.  Well now, If you got a r e a l  
breechy animal, they'd learn t o  s t i c k  t h e i r  head In  there and throw them out. 
Boy, ditd we hate them. When they p g t  t o  doing that, you had t o  set stakes 
rI&t at the slde of the comer and bring them zrp and put s o w  w i r e  over 
them top ones t o  stop them f r o m  doing it. And you also had to keep your 
fence POW f a l r l y  clean because i f  you allowed too much growth t o  growing, 
It ro t ted  the fence down Fn twice the  t im, you know. 

4. Yes, sir. 
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