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Bert Ailanan, June and July 1975, Waygorier, I l l i n o i s .  
Horace Waggoner, Interviewer. 

&. Could you describe how you go about &ing a rail  f'rom a log, or 
s p l i t t i n g  a log Into r a i l s ?  

A.  Did you ever see wedges, i ron wedges? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Wcll, you know what they look l i k e  then. Well, we would s e t  one 
of them i n  the end of the log--on the top end, you don't start at the 
bottom end, t h a t ' s  tough. Take the top end and se t  one of  those wedges 
i n  there and t r y  t o  bust the log throu@ here, c lear  through. You'd 
drive tha t  wedge clear  down md spllt, you see, sp1l.t i t .  And then 
wc had another one we put up here about t h i s  f m ,  and Just went c l e z  
through the  log tha t  way rmd mde a a l f ,  ended i n  halves. Then we 
turned it over on the belly-side down' and cut off our mils, one at 
a time, just  the same way. 

Beat them out with a maul and those wedges, That mzking rails was 
very hmd work becausc you swung a very heavy maul. They made t h e i r  
m u l s  of wood and I ima@ne they'd weigh, oh, four o r  f ive pounds, and 
you swing one of them a l l  day and, I t e l l  you, you knew you'd done 
somethhg. Perhaps you would get over a hundred r a i l s  In the day, three 
of you working a t  it. Well, we only got a cent apiece for  rmklng them. 
So, tha t  was only a dol lar  wc made out of that, you know. So, we would 
rather  mike staves than rails, when WE? got t o  making them. 

Posts the same way. The posts, you made them different  lengths, you see. 
The rails, ten  fee t ;  and the posts, stx feet  and a half  was what most 
of them wanted them those days. You saw your log in to  a s i x  feet and 
a half  [length]. You could makc posts out of burr oak o r  white oak and 
bust them open, Jus t  l ike  you did the r a i l  log, and s p l i t  off posts 
about so wlde. Those posts would last twenty t o  t h i r t y  years because 
I s e t  some of them when I was workinff out as a hlred m and they've 
just  disappeared, down ther2e a t  tha t  farm, i n  the last few yews.  That 
fellow was a hog man and he took [ i . e . ,  required] a l o t  of hog places. 
He used good white oak posts and 1 s e t  thcrn with an auger; twisted a hole 
and then s e t  them Fn a.nd t-ed them t ight  and those posts las ted a long time. 

Well, then they began t o  find out tha t  bois dfarc2  would out last  any of the 
woods we had so fm. I thlnk they brought that bols d l a rc  seed from Texas. 

h. A 2 a m . n  l a t e r  explained the llbelly-slde" was that f l a t  side of 
the ha l f .  See addenda item 78 Yor verbatim text. 

2Mr. Allman pronounces t h i s  'bow-Wk" with the  accent on 'bow. " 

Bois d'rwc i s  another name fo r  (&age orange hedge. [Ed.] 



B e r t  A i m  

I think It o r i g h i t e d  i n  Texas .' They brought it up here and they 
begirl--when they f i r s t  ~ e t t l . e d  t h l s  country they mde the* fences 
of hedge, you Jmow. They would plow the pound and work it down nice 
l ike  they would fo r  a crop and make a furrow and then drop these seed 
and go around and cover them up. They had t o  be hoed f o r  the next year 
t o  keep the weeds down arid cultivated with cultivators.  The second 
year, why, you could use cul t ivators  altogether and cultivate it, and 
tha t  was as  far as you got with tha t  because it got hI@ enough tha t  
you couldnlt go over it. It was very thorny, you how, 

Well, as soon as  It got a growth on it tha t  the  base of It 'was som~tking 
l ike  that big around . . . 
Q. Coup1.e of Inches around? 

A .  No, an Inch and a half. They would hack Into tha t  e n o w  t o  break 
it down, leave half  of the bark on It, ti@,. They'd lay tha t  down and 
cut the next one off  ahead of it and weave It In and tha t  way they mdc 
t h e i r  hog fences. That was a l lve ,  a l l  of those things stayed a l ive ,  
and i f  you trimmed it i n  the  surrmrtirw you had a beautifi l--just  as p re t ty  
as these town fences but It sure took a l o t  of work. You had t o  t r i m  it 
three times a season. A s  soon as they found out tha t  bois d l w c  mde 
so much be t t e r  posts, they began t rying t o  get bols d l z c  posts fo r  fences. 

&. Is tha t  where the r i m  Poiis D1arc for  EOIS D1x8c Township came from? 

A. Yes. They was r a l s k g  bois dl arcs up there.  ' Some people dld. 
There w a s  numerics,  you know, for tha t ,  , j u s t  l ike  there 's  nurseries fo r  
t rees  today. Thcyld s e l l  you hedge sprouts, already grown. You could 
se t  them out, like onloris, and there evidently was a big nwsery there 
som~place. I never heard of it,  but I bet there was because there was 
am awful l o t  of bois d l a c  fences. 

&. Is tha t  the same as the Osage orange? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is tha t  the  s m  thing? 

A. That's the s m  t h h g .  h Texas they are a wild t r ee ,  they spread 
a l l  over. 'They would here i f  they had a chance. I know thew was a farm 
r lght  north of Raymnd there that  a fellow got poorly and tha t  s tuff  
was spread over his pasture and h i s  pasture had t o  be bulldozed out when 
he wanted t o  farm it. 

9. In the timber when you were a boy, did you do much trapping? 

A. No. A l l  we trapped w a s  rabbi ts .  Oh, we ca@t some skunks, but we 
never did t rap  mushat. We t r i e d  hard t o  t r ap  mink around the henhouse 

'see addenda item 79. 

'see addenda Item 80. 



because they were a t e r r i b l e  detriment, but you had t o  be pret ty  smart 
t o  t r ap  a mink. We ncver made anything se l l ing  pe l t s .  

Q. Did you have any trouble with any other type of animal around the 
farm? 

A .  Yes. Possums were bad for  ch:lckens, too. We had t o  watch for  them 
and k i l l  them. 5 You could get a l i t t l e  something f o r  a possum pel t .  I 
thlrlk tha t  we did s e l l  one o r  two of them t o  same fellow mound there 
tha t  was abuying pe l t s ,  you know. When I cam? up here, I had a horse 
barm out there tha t  had a hallway tha t  stood about that  h i @  from the 
e;rowld. 

Q. That's about a foot o r  so? 

A.  And the skunks just took possession o r  that place. Oh, the slcm?ks 
I had around here! Well., I begin trapping them and I se t  a t rap,  about 
thme  traps under that  place every n i@t .  The blacksmith i n  town b o w t  
the skins and he would skin them. A l l  I ' d  have t o  do was put a piece of 
baling wirc mound t h e i r  neck and t i c  them t o  the b q e r  of the  c m  arid 
drive rln there and he'd take them off .  5: d d n ' t  have t o  handle them a t  
a l l  and, oh, I expect I sold him thlirty-five o r  for ty dollars worth of 
skunks . ( 1-aumt e r  ) 

&. How about hunting? Did you do much hmtine; in the timber? 

A. Yes. We hunted squirrels  and quai l  and rabbit  and sorndAnes we 
would shoot a coon just-we'd shoot them because we knew they did catch 
chickens. That was the only reason. We didn ' t  shootthem for  the f u r  
but most of our hunting was rabbits and quail. As I told you, there used 
t o  be wood hens but they disappeared; as soon as c iv i l iza t ion  s e t  in ,  why, 
those fell.ows went t o  where was less  . . . 
9. D1.d you ever see any car r ie r  pigeons? 

A .  1 saw two. That's a l l ,  oh, you mean--no. I'm ta lking about wild 
pigeons. You're ta lklng about the kind they t m d  and carrled. No, I 
never &Id see them, only i n  pictures.  

Q: What was the wild pigeon? 

A. A wild pigeon was much kil ie the turtledove but they nrlgrated back and 
for th each spring and f d l l .  They used t o  cone throu@ thls countq  i n  
thousands and they were very good eating and people shot them-just shot 
them a l l  the t k ,  every t k  there w a s  a drove of them c o w  by. They 
ncver flew high. They usml lg  flew low andl you could shoot in to  a bunch 
of them and-couple of shots, you'd get a mess of plgeons, you know. A 
big bunch of them. Well, they got so scarce that they--I don't think there ' s  
any i n  this part  of the country at all, any more. 

'see addenda Item 81. 
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Then there was a . . . plovers, t ha t  cc% through in the springland 
we were allowed t o  shoot; them, at t ha t  tire. We -ed t o  get them but 
that was only fo r  a couple or  three weeks while they migrated, you know. 
They would range out i n  the wheat or s o m t h h g ,  meadow or  wheat, and you 
could never get rilght close t o  them; you had t o  scase them up and l e t  
them f l y  ,and they had a habit  of flying and then coming right by you, 
f a s t ,  and then was the time t o  mow. (laughter) I don't how why the 
fool thin@ would d it but they would make a c i r c l e  md come rlmt by 
you J ust m p p l n g ,  "f 

' END OF SIDE ONF 

I $. What kind of' gun did you use? 
I 

A. Oh, we had old muzzle-loading guns with a--you carried a powder horn, 
a shot sack, and a box of caps. Had t o  have caps, they had to--you've 
seen cap guns, haven't you? 

A. Well, they had t o  have a cap on each b a r r e l ,  you know, and . . . 
1 Q. Was it; a double-barrel gun, then? 

A. Yes. I had g m d d a d l s  old gun. He died and ].eft it t o  my uncle, 
who was a teacher i n  St. Louis, arid when 1: got t o  bc f i f t ccn  I wanted a gun 
so bad. So, Dad wrote and askcd him i f  he minded sending Granddad ' s  old 
gun up. He said,  ''Well, no, " he never used it, He s a d ,  "It ' 8  in the 
way, myhow. Says, "F'ine, k r l t  could jus t  keep it. " Well, I kept lt 
u n t i l  J moved up here. it was a double-bwrel and a well-rmde gun, but 
a r t e r  I moved up here, I: wanted a brccchloackr and so I gave it t o  qy 
brother, who l ives  i n  Mattoon, and he took it over there.  He took it t o  
a gunsmith and had it mdc a breechloader. And I guess he s t i l l  has the 
w- 

i &. Were you a pret ty  good shot, sir? 

I A. Pretty good shot? No, I was never any r e m k a b l e  shot. 1 used t o  
I go and watch them shoot clay pigeons and wish I: could do it but t h ~ y  
1 always @bled on tha t ,  you know, and I wouldn't do it. I wouldn ' t 
I 
I 

shoot because I had t o  m l e .  I never shot at a clay pigeon a single t i r ne .  

Q. How long did it take you t o  reload the gun? Were you pret ty  proficient 
a t  that? 

A. Well, your powder horn held a-had a spout on the end of it t ha t  was 
a load. You held your thwnb over tha t  and l e t  it f i l l  and then l e t  the 
va1.v~ loose at the bottom and then you turned tha t  down the bar re l .  You 
took--if you had g~n? wdds, you put them on top the powder. If you didn ' t ,  

I you Jus t  put paper and you had a ramrod and pomded it down solid. 'Then 

7~ee addenda item 7.0%. 
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you took your shot sack and done the sane thing. It held jwt a measure 
of shot and you poured tha t  In  and put another wad. Then put in 
your cap. You could I.oad f a i r l y  qulck and . , . 
Q. About what s l ze  shot dld you use i n  i t ?  

A. Oh, we had sixes mostly. Very seldom did we have anything any heavier 
t h m  a s ix ,  and elghts were not p len t i fu l  because there wasn't enough 
derrmd for  them, you know. Now, you how, you can buy more elght;s than 
anything, but those things prokpss  r:tght along all. the t h e .  

There w a s  jacksnlpe, a lso,  tha t  came throu& here the spring of the year 
the same as plovers and they were considered a delicacy. People just 
t r i e d  t h e i r  best  t o  get j acksnipe . Wel..l, I never could k i l l  a one: I ' d 
miss the bugzers every tiw. They Tlew l i k e  t h i s  . . . 
Q . Zlgznpged along? 

A. Yes, and I ' d  miss them just as sure as they got up. Never did k i l l  
a one. 

A .  No, not a f t e r  I cam in to  existence. 1 hemd an old fellow tha t  I 
worked for  t e l l  about a . . . North [part of]  Litchfleld--the t o m  now, 
where the hi,@ school i s  and a l l  of tha t  north section--Was solltd hazel 
brush. That was  good dirt, hazel brush mt. The rabbl ts  c o n g r e ~ t e d  
I n  tha t ,  you know, because it was heavy brush. And t h i s  old fellow sa id  
that  he went out there rabbit  hunting one day, and he had a double-barrel-ed 
g m ,  loaded with number s i x  shot. He said he was aslipping along awatchlng 
fo r  a rabbit  ahead of him In tha t  brush and up Jumped a deer. R i & t  a t  
him! And he says, "1 just stood there l i ke  thJs and I said,  'If I had a 
gun, I sure would shoot . . . ' I '  (1.aue;hter) 

Q,. Forgot he had a gun! 

A. And he says, "I forgot &out having nly gun u n t i l  the  deer was gone. " 
(laughter) And t h a t ' s  the only one I ever heard of ~ o u n d  In our part  of 
the country. But Litchflelci was hazel brush, the north pa r t ,  A l l  of It. 

Q. S i r ,  when the famlly moved from the Gerlach place down t o  the horn 
f a r m ,  how did you f e e l  about the move? Wcse you anxious t o  @;~t moved? 

A. Oh, t ickled t o  death! Oh, I to ld  you tha t  was a boy heaven. We was 
w i t h i n  a hundred ymds of the rai l road and a creek was just a q ~ e r  of 
a d l e  [aww] i n  our pasture, and timber and nuts and a l l  of those things, 
you know. Great Guns! We were the happiest kids you ever saw. 

Q. PIOW did you f e e l  about the ral l road g o h g  by? 

A. Oh, we liked it! We watched the trains and picked up things tha t  
dropped off  of them, I to ld  you about g e t t h g  that; c m  sprlng. And we 
picked up thing? tha t  dropped off of the t r a i n ,  and then they bu i l t  an 
Iron brldge across the creek Lhat went throu@ o w  pasture and we watched 



them do a l o t  of tha t .  They put up that  of s t ee l ,  you bow. A brldge 
with a caubiwn i n  it and we got a great kick out of tha t  bridge. We 
clirrbed a l l  over It. Weld seen them do it .  So we did it, too. We 
cllirrbed a l l  owr tha t  bridge. 71; was great fm t o  take a p e e n i e  d m  
there and have hl_m t r y  t o  w a l k  i t ,  you know, he'd look thro@ and 
see between them t i e s  ,and it would just  scare hlLm t o  death. Held just  . . 
( l a m t e r )  

Q. How far down was I t ?  

A .  Oh, you could have f e l l  f i f t y  f ee t .  

Q. Fi f ty  fee t !  Did anyone ever. f a l l  o f f?  

A. No. (laughs) There was fellows tha t  had t o  stand on the edge of the 
bridge and lean back t o  l e t  a t r a i n  get by one tlm. One fellow dropped 
off and hung by h i s  hands, the other stood and leaned back. ( l a e t e r )  
But I never got c a w t  on thc bridge. I w a s  always a*aid of it. When 
we corm home from Honey Bend, we had t o  cross tha t  bridgc always. 

&. Was It a dual bridge? For wagom and fo r  . . . 
A. No, it was just t i e s  across i t ,  jus t  l i k e  the  r e s t  of the track. 'hey 
were not any closer than they were i n  the track and you had t o  watch and 
s tep on a t i e  every the, you know, t h a t ' s  what you was doing. You could 
have feel. down betwcn them, kids,  at  l eas t .  I can r e m ~ e r  get t ing g i r l s  
across there tha t  come t o  visit us. We'd have t o  pret ty  near carry  them. 
(laughter) 

&. What were the t r a lns  li_ke in those days? 

A. Oh, they had ,pod trains. They were developing the compound engine at 
tha t  time, and I think tha t  they bo@it some of the first ones on the 
Wahash pallroad there.  Those cornpounds were twelve-wheelers, you how. 
Ther>e was  six wheels on each side of tha t  b ig  locomotive, and when they'd 
run ordinarily,  they would ja t  put them i n  ordinary speed if they were 
pulling along. A s  long as they could keep the speed they wanted they just 
l e f t  the compound alone, but when they h i t  tha t  brldge--Jmedlately on 
the  other side St come up, you know, and you'd hear him swlng i n  the old 
comound. Both ways it was  up hill from the bridge and h i s  old compound 
wou1.d core In and go t o  ba t t ing  away. We always l ike  t o  hear it take off 
because it made 8 peculiar noise. It sounded l ike  power! Tremendous 
power, you know. 

H.B. The Wabash Cannonball went down there.  It was on tha t  l h e ,  went 
through t o  Kmsas City. 

. What i s  a compound? What was that?  A different gem? 

A. A h ,  I can ' t  t e l l  you about t h a t .  There was two s e t s  of cylinders on 
the thing, steam cylinders, and ordinarily they just run l lke  an o f i n m y  

'see addenda item 83. 
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englne. You wouldnt t hear any difference i n  the exhaust but when he 
threw tha t  compound in ,  whatever it was, it developed about tw lce the 
power. Maybe . . . 1: just can't  explain it t o  you. I don't how. 
But we enjoyed hearing it drive, because it sounded l ike  tremendous 
power. 

Q. How m y  trains went by a day, by the farm? 

A.  Oh, from f i f t een  t o  twenty-five. That mad was I.ousy. One day, when 
I was telegraphing there at  Honey Bend, I took twenty-Your trains through 
In  2  ti^. Twelve hours. Twenty-four t r a n s .  

9,. How rrany of them would be passenger t ra ins?  

A. Well, there ld  be about . . . Oh, I ' d  say there would be about s i x  
of them. Wouldn't you, NeL? 

11.13. Yes, at  leas t  s ix ,  Bert. I was Just counting them up in rr7y mind. 

A. 'There w a s  s i x  out of S t .  Louis every day, and there w a s  two out of 
Chicago, t w  out of Detroit, and one out of Decatur, every day, and all  
that  went. 18 

Q. Did you get t o  know any of the t r a i m n  while you were a boy as they 
went by? 

A. No, I didn't u n t i l  a f t e r  1 went t o  work but I learned t o  know a rness 
of them then. Som of them were wonderful men. You mow, I g ~ t  the 
greatest  surprise In q j  l i f e  out of one m. I always catalog E n .  I 
guess you do, too, don't you? When you meet a fellow, don't you put him 
In a class? 

Q. Well, not ri@t away, mybe. 

A. You do, though, put him i n  a class .  

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, I cataloged them as I ' d  meet them, and t h i s  fellow couldn't say 
anything without cussing. He was the wickedest f e l l m  and I thou@;ht he 
was man. Well, one day he got on the coal drag. That was a.Tter I had 
q u l t  Honey Bend and was te legaphing  a t  Utchf ie ld .  I went f r o m  Honey Bend 
t n  l,ri.tchfleld and worked In Lltchfield two o r  two yeavs and a ha l f ,  jus t  
as an operator and t i cke t  man. There was two crews tha t  worked out of 
Litchfleld on these coal drags tha t  just  went down In the mines and s e t  
cam. They worked all dqy apulling out loaded cars and set t ing In the 
others. One fellow ' s name was Reatty . I knew him and I liked him, He was 
a young man, a young brakeman, and he w a s  on t h i s   am crew with th i s  wicked 

'MY. Aiknan l a t e r  wntured tha t  the compound action was t o  use 
the  ste,m twl.ce. See addenda item 84 fo r  veFDatlrn tex t .  [Ed. ] 



bugger and they had t o  pu l l  off  of the main t rack onto a sidi.ng t o  l e t  
the Cannonball through. 

Well, the Cannonball was acorrrf-ng along and they were astandlng by the 
s ide of t h e i r  engine that  they were working with, you how, and just 
as the Cannonball got even with t h i s  fellow he forgot himself and raised 
h i s  arm t o  @ve a signal t o  the engineer t o  st&--so they'd be going 
when he clcmed, you know--,and doaed  i f  he didn't hook h i s  arm i n  those 
t rus s  rods and took it out here.  

&. Oh, boy! Just  pulled it r imt of f ,  huh? 

A. Well, tha t  fellow tha t  cuss~d so,  [he] grabbed hlm and s tuffed his 
cap, h i s  coat and everytl-1.h~ e lse  Ln there t o  hold the  blood and they 
cut the engine off and corn in t o  Litchfield and called fo r  a doctor and 
got him on there and then sa i led  f o r  Demtur for  the hospital. I never 
saw [such] a tenderhearted marl. (choking with emotion) He just took 
care of that  fellow l ike  he was a baby. Well, I had t o  put hllm i n  a 
be t t e r  catalog. 

Q. Yes, sir. Move h l m  up a b l t  , huh? 

A. The old Ind-Lan saying is a l l  r i @ t  : If you want t o  walk In a fellow's 
shoes. 

Q. When you moved down t o  the forty,  was the house tha t  you lived i n  
much different  fmm the houses you'd l ived in at the Gerlach place . . . 

A. Log cabin. 

Q. Oh, it was? 

H.B. I w a s  born In a log cabin, same as Abe Lincoln. 

H.B. Yes, s-i.r! 

A. Actually, a cabln. With a lean-to i n  fYont of it, c lear  across It, 
whlch mde two room, and tha t  whole family . . . 
H.H. Well, I thlnk tha t  lean-to was i n  the back, wasn't it? 

A. What? 

H.B. 1 t h o u r n  tha t  lean-to w a s  i n  the back, wasn't i t ?  

A. Yes, it was i n  the back. 

H.B. Yes. 

A. It was on the north end of the  building, cabin. 

H.B. Yes. 



A. And that  w a s  kitchen, dining room, and bedroom, combined. I slept  
I n  it mst of the  time I was [yowing up :md the cook stove was over i n  
tha t  end and the tab le  here next. Then, over here was beds. The cabin 
was a pret ty  p o d  s ize  cabin. I don't know hardly haw big  It was but 
there was  just two beds i n  i t ,  wasn't there,  Nel? 

H.B. I clon't remrrber, Bert. I thou@ there w a s  four. 

A. There was two beds i n  It, and then we had a trundle bed fo r  the  kids 
tha t  pushed under one of' the beds. We had a fireplace but a fireplace 
wouldn't keep it warm.  So we got a wood stove, burned wood. We could 
keep it warm as you pleased. 

Q. Was the  lean-to log also? 

A. No, tha t  was b u i l t  of lurrber. Just l i ke  you'd build a shed on the 
end of a house, you know, and a tar roof. 

I1.B. I don't tMnk it w a s  . . . 

A. No, it wasn't a tar roof. 

H.B. No. 

A. T t  was . . . 
H.B. Clapboard. 

A. No. It was shingles. That ' s  what it was. Yes. It was s h i n g e s  and 
we f ina l ly  dug a c is te rn  and run the c l s te rn  water in to  it-fYom It. 

$. Could you describe how the log house was constructed? How were the 
logs put together? 

A. Yes, I can't  give you a def in i te  idea, though, I don't believe. 

1I.B. It was plastered in between . . . What dld they c a l l  that?'' Wasn't 
p las te r  tha t  they called it but it  was l i k e  chunks of plaster-to close 
the holes between the 1 . 0 ~ ~ .  

A. Well, it was just  sand and lire. That's what it was--mortar. The logs 
were cut;  they would mike a notch I n  here cmd a notch in this o w  and. f i t  
t h e m t o p t h e r  i n  there so  they couldn't move. And a fellow tha t  did tha t  
cutting, I guess you dgh t  of called him a carpenter, those days, because 
he had t o  be pret ty  accurate t o  &e them f i t  l i ke  they did. ?"ney f i t  t i @ t  
enou@ tha t  it l e f t  the two logs lay within two inches of  each other. Tney 
wanted wlthhin an Inch i f  they could. In  l a t e r  yecars they sawed them square. 
'hen they could M e  them f i t ,  but these were just hewn out. Just  hewed off  
on one side and then l a i d  i n  there.  The Inside [of] the room was hewed logs, 
so you could keep it decent, you mow. 
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H.B. And they reversed the logs, B e r t .  Blg end of one <and. the U t t l ~  
end of the other. 

A.  Yes. That's correct.  You reversed them so as t o  keep tha t  level ,  
and they b u i l t  them up about eight f ee t ,  I ' d  judge, and then they put 
on a roof. Then they put cross logs for  a l o f t ,  you mow, and they got 
l d e r  t o  put over tha t  par t .  In tha t  cabin, a t  l eas t ,  it was  l m e r .  
And then they put up r a f t e r s  and put on--that was clapboards that they 
put on there.  

H.B. Well, I thought it w a s .  

&. What was the  fireplace mdc of? 

A. It was mde of stone, native stone, and the outside par t  was brick. 

H.B. The c h h e y .  

A.  There was a brickyard. in Raymond and they were very, very poor br ick,  
The fellow didn't havc the knack of burning them suff icient ly .  He cooked 
the clay and t h a t ' s  about a l l .  (lau@s) And the chlmeys were bu i l t  of 
tha t  because they were square and would f i t ,  you mow, with m o r t a r .  We 
had a great big c h h c y  went up i n  tha t  fireplace.  No trouble t o  get a 
drafT and It a lso  took the a i r  out of the room, too, wjth it, you know. 
Heated air would drop, force the other a l r  down, and it would go r ight  
up tha t  f lue.  They m e  a wonderful thing. I expect you've got one, haven't 
you? 

Q. A fYrcplace? Oh no, sir. We're planning on putting one in but we 
don't have one now. 

A. I think they a re  wonderful things fo r  tha t  reason, for  ventilation, 
taking the dead air off  the bottom of the f loor .  

But we got a wood stove and then they cam out f ina l ly  w i t h  those sheet- 
i ron ones. l'Q goodness, how we d i d  l ike that. They didn't  cost only four 
o r  f ive  dol lars  and 1.t would jus t  heat that place like nothing! We grew 
I.ots of popcorn in those days and we always had a dishpan fill of popcorn, 
a f t e r  supper, around there t o  dip in to .  We l iked those stoves tha t  you 
could get i n  wlth the  popper, you how, o r  else we'd go t o  the cook stove 
and use the s k i l l e t .  

&. You had two stoves, then? A cook stove and a heating . . . 
A. Yes, t ha t  was a range. 'lhat was a four-hole range. It wasn't a very 
b l g  stove. Mother took care of a l o t  of cooklng on it. I 've  always wondered 
how on ear th she got by. 

&. D1.d you cook with wood i n  tha t  range there,  or  coal? 

A. Wood. U n t i l  It w a s  gone and then the next one was a coal om.  But 
wood was our fue l  for  the, oh, the f i r s t  f ive  yeam, I ' d  say .  

H.B. Oh, longer than tha t ,  krt.  We burned wood for  years there.  
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A. Well, I know Warren used t o  chop wood, didn ' t  he? 

H.B. Yes. 

A. When you was growing up. 

H.B. Yes, we b m d  wood fo r  years. 

A. Sec, there l s fourteen years between her and m. 

1E.B. And Bert was away a good part  of tha t  time, too. 

A. I was g n e  f'rom horn a f t e r  tha t ;  a f t e r  I got t o  be th i r teen  years old, 
why, J worked out. I was on somebody's farm all the tfme. Just  how on 
:Int,urd,v nimt and. Sunday. So, she knows twice as much about home as I do. 

Q. How did you run the c i s t e m  water in to  the  lean-to? 

A. They got wooden t r o u a s  from the lurnberymd. They were sawed--thcyld 
take a square piece of' tlmber and split it slaunchways and then cut out 
the insides.  They made t roums tha t  would last a long t b ,  too. 

Q. And then what did you do, have a pump on the end of I t  and pumped 
in to  . . . 
A. No, we nailed a l i t t l e  board across the end of It t o  keep [the water] 
from running out the wrong end . . . 
H.H. It was up under the eaves, you know. Cau@ the water as it ran off  
the roof'. 

Q. I see. 

f l .  To put It U J ~  on the a v c s ,  why, we used old chunks of' harncss or  cwthing  
you could t o  hang it by, you know. 

H.B. It had one downtrou$ther$that ran in to  the cis tern,  you see. 

$. Then how did you get the water from the cistem? D i d  you have a pump 
there? 

A.  Well, no. Bucket and rope. 

&. Did you have a r e a x >  well on the place? 

A. Well., we had a well and it had a bucket and rope also.  

H.B. Later we had three wells. 

A.  They never had a sat isfactory well unt i l ,  oh, J guess I was m i e d  
before--they was a cousln of' mine t ha t  come there and wantcd t o  dig Mother 
a well. had dug wells a l i t t l e  and he dug a well. It was close t o  the 
house and very handy. O u r  old wcll w a s  f i f t y  yasds from the house, It was 
qui te  a job t o  carry water. They a l l  had the whooplng cough, o r  measles I 



man, when I was working ni&ts a t  a tower and t rying t o  sleep days, 
and they wanted water ever . . . ( l a m s )  The whole bunch of them 
wanted water and they wouldn't take it out of a bucket if if; had stood 
ten  minutes. I c m r i f d  WE water1 

Q. Were those wells lined? 

A.  No, jus t  bricked-up. That ' s a l l .  

Q. How deep were they? 

A .  Oh, fYom twenty t o  twenty-five fee t .  

H.B. Well, tha t  l a s t  one, I think, was around t h i r t y  or  thirty-five.  

A. Well, we went d m  extra on tha t  last one, you how, t o  get . . . 
They had a witcher come there ,and witch fo r  water. Went down about the 
rimt depth and no water, so we went on down a l i t t l e  far ther  t o  t r y  t o  
flnd where he witched. They did ffnd a stream of water. 

&. How did he go about witching? Could you describe tha t?  

A. D l d n  't you ever see them do tha t?  

. Yes, sir. I ' d  l ike  t o  get It on the tape, though, i f  I could. 

A. Well, they'd take a peach t r e e  tha t  forked off l ike tha t  and It 
had ends about tha t  long fiom the fork. 

Q,. About a foot and a ha l f .  

A. You cut t h i s  end off  short and you cut them off  there.  You took those 
two ends, up there, i n  your hands l i k e  t h i s  and you jus t  held them and 
walked around over the ground. Well, you'd hold them stmi&t out, &e 
it stand s t raight  In front of you. Well, as you approached a stream of 
water--now I have no f a i t h  in t h i s  whatever, I'm tel-l ing you w h a t  they dld .  
A s  you approached a stream of water, t ha t  thing would start tumrZng down, 
and it would t w i s t  these things In two. It would go on down u n t i l  it stood 
stralmt and they ' d say, "There I s  YOUT water. l1 And som of them went so 
f a r  as t o  back up and count t h e i r  s teps and t e l l  you how deep. (laughs) 

Q. And you don't r ea l ly  think they knew what they were doing? 

A. No, I dont t . They dld it. I followed them wound. It would work f o r  
me a s  good as any of them I ever saw m d  I never did try Z t .  

Ldke a fellow tha t  come t o  qy s t a t ion  when I was at Honey Bend. He was a 
fellow I ' d  known when we lived on the Gerlach place but I hadn't seen him 
until he was grown. He w a s  a kid when we went t o  school together but 1 
hadn't seen h i m  mti l  he was gown. One day he walked in to  the depot and 
he says, "DO you mind IE t e s t ing  out your place?" I says, "Testing it out. 
What do you mean?'I He says, "I ' ve got s o m t h h g  In here t ha t  w i l l  f ind 
b u r k d  treasure.  I1 d l l k e  t o  go over your place. I t  Says, "You've got one of the 
old places here." I says, "Well, you can gc over the place a l l  you want to ,  
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but," I says, "I want t o  see tha t  machine f i r s t . "  

So, he got it out and he had a plumb bob on two electrodes, as he thought 
they were. There wasnlt any e lec t r i c i ty  i n  them at a l l .  A l l  the  elec- 
t r i c i t y  there was was what you generated, you know, If there was any. 
And he says, "Now, tha t  w i l l  f ind gold or s i l v e r  o r  any hldden treasure 
of any kind. I t  "So," I says, '"nave you found any yet?" Well, he was very 
evasive, he dtdn't want t o  say. He didn ' t  want it t o  get out. Didn't 
want too many people t o  know what he was doing. He wanted t o  go over 
the town but he d ldn t t  w,mt them t o  know u n t i l  he got t o  them, you know. 

And those days they were paying the rai l road men 1.n gold and I had about 
s ix ty  dollxrs .In gold i n  the t icke t  drawer and I said, '!Let Is see if tha t  
wl .11  worlc," and I took tha t  s ixty dollars and pi led it down on the f loor .  
I sws, "Now, you take tha t  thing and w a l k  around and see i f  It points t o  
It. And he walked a l l  around and he walked a l l  over it and it never did 
point t o  a s o l i t m y  t h h g .  Somebody had gypped him, you how, good and 
proper. And the crazy fool., hc wouldn I t  even take that  fo r  no. He kept 
going. Even a f t e r  seeing tha t  gold lay there and it wouldn't draw md it 
wouldn't do a thing. (laughs) 

Q. He'd boumt t h i s  Porn somone, then? 

A. That was the flnu?l.esl; thing I ever saw witching. No, I don't believe 
i n  t h e i r  water witching at a l l ,  but there i s  plenty of them do. I 've  
had preachers here that believe I n  it f b l l y .  They just  thou@t they could 
find water i n  sp i t e  of e,verything. 

Q. What kind of l i m t i n g  did you have i n  the cabin there? 

A .  Jus t  coal o i l  Imps. We didn't use any candles t o  speak of.  The 
candles had 501% of ppne out o r  date because you could get coal o i l  at 
the grocery s tore  by tha t  time, and wc had a coal o i l  can and we f i l l e d  
it every t r i p  t o  town. 

H.B. And we read everything i n  creatlon by coal o i l  lamp. 

A. One of them i s  se t t ing  back i n  yonder. 

9. Oh, i s  tha t  ri@t? 

A .  Yes, I could show it t o  you. 

&. I ill. &e a note of tha t ,  s i r .  There's a couple of things I want t o  
take some pictures of ,  i f  i t ' s  okay with you. As col la te ra l  for  this paper, 
we can put [in] the pictures of the things. 

A. That's p e r f ~ c t l y  a l l  r imt .  She and her younger sister mve us t ha t  
1- as a wedding present, and whenever we ran out of l i gh t s  It corn i n  
very handy, you know, t o  have coal 01.1, larps. We dld use candles a few 
times but candles are mssy thlngs,  you how. They'll spew tallow over 
things. My wife was very part icular  about; get t ing grease on t h h g s .  

Q. When you celebrated Cllristmls there i n  the cabin, d d  you have a ChristMs 
t r ee?  
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H.B. Not Inside. 

Q. Oh? 

H.B. No, not inside the house. (laughs) We had plenty of t rees  out- 
side.  

A.  We didn't celebrate much Christrms. 

H.B. We didn't have room fo r  Christms t r ees .  

A. We were pret ty  poor, I'll t e l l  you. 

H.B. By the t lm we got seven k ids ,  and our parents, and GranWthcr-- 
Grandmother stayed with us a good part  of the the- there wasn't room 
f'or anything e lse .  

A. And we'd have can@ and nuts, oranges, and . . . 
H.B. Popcorn. 

A. . . . and we'd pop corn and f i x  up popcom ba l l s  . . . 
H.B. And we bo@t cranberries a t  the skore. 

A. Now, take sor@wn molasses arid mkc it almost t o  candy and then mix 
i n  your popcum. I t ' s  about l i ke  Crac,kerjacks now, you how. We always 
had a b ig  p i l e  of popcorn ba l l s .  I was very fond of them at that t i m e  
but I: can't eat  popcorn a t  a l l  now, it gets under nly plate .  ( l a m s )  

Q. Si r ,  I wanted t o  ask--how dld you @ about rmking sorghum? 

A. Well, there was somebody I n  the neighborhood always had a so r@m 
plant.  You might have t o  go f'ive o r  s i x  miles, but there w* always a 
sorp$um plant around and you loaded up your cane and took it down there 
and hc had a way of squeezing the juice out, you how. They had r o l l e r s  
s e t  t h i s  ww--up and down-and he could s e t  them plmk t igh t  together, 
you know. They were s t e e l  ro l l e r s  and then they had a shaft  at the top 
tha t  t m e d  them. They turned--there was three r o l l s  and thcy turned. 
And that  had t o  run off  a horsepower over here. Those horsepowers were 
used for  pract ical ly  a l l  the power while I was a kid.  

Q. So they ran a be l t  fYom the horsepower t o  the . . . 
A. Either tha t  or,  as I c a l l  i t ,  a t&l.ing-rod, and run gem up there,  
you know. They ndght put a gear--1 don't remrrber exactlyT2 how they had 
it fixed bu t  I'm pretty s u e  they had a b e l t .  No1 k t ' s  see . . . Yes, 
I believe thcy did have a be l t  on tha t  thing because the feedes had t o  be 
at a cewrtailri place. He couldn't stand on one side and feed. He had t o  
stand at Jus t  a cer tain place t o  feed. He'd take eI@t  or  ten stocks of 
cane arid f'wd them throu@i there and the ,juice wcnt down in to  a trou& ,md 
the t r o u a  ran in to  a bar re l  there a t  the end of the thing. They 'd run 
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your cane throum and get it i n  a bmre l .  Then, they rd  take it in buckets 
over t o  the vat where they cooked it. 

H.B. Big evaporator pans. 

A. 'Ihey had a vat t ha t  they f i red  f'rom below, It was put on bricks 
and It w a s  just a b ig  pan and they would put the raw s tu f f  In one end 
and start It cooklng and, by the time it had cooked down t o  the other 
end of tha t  pan, It was usually ready t o  take of f .  

H.B. It ran through l i t t l e  e t e s  tha t  slowed it. 

A. And they would d l p  It of f  here and keep feedlng in there,  you how. 
They'd run off a bar re l  of molasses--it would surprlse you how quick 
they could rrake a bamel  of n~31 c~A-, .3t3~ - - F  . 
62. When you took the cane In, how did he figure how much you got back? 
Did he keep some for . . . 
A. Well, he would take It on share. I don't remmber what share, but 
I think he got a th i rd .  

H.B. That ' s what I think too, Bert, a th i rd .  

A. You could pay h i m  and get a l l  the ju ic  youmelf but tha t  was the  
way he made it, h l s  m y ,  wlth molasses.l? He sold that--he took tha t  
t o  Litchfield then and sold it t o  the s tores  ln kegs, you how, o r  barrels .  

H.B. Well, we  used t o  have e i m t  o r  ten gallons for  our p a t  always. 

Q. Enough fo r  you t o  get t i r e d  of It, I s  tha t  right, s i r ?  

A. I got t i r e d  of taking it t o  school. 

11. B . She made Gngerbread with It, you know, and cookies and cancly and . . . 

A. It made p o d  cookies. 

H.B. Yes, it did. And they u s ~ d  t o  have what they called backwoods 
preserves. They'd put Puit i n  i t .  Didn't use S u w ,  you h o w .  Put it 
down with frmit and they called F t  backwoods preserves. That's what the 
old people who had--from KcntucQ out t h i s  way did. That was t h e i r  sweeten- 
ing, you see. 

Q. What k:hd of berries--3: believe you covered it the other day, but what 
k h d  of berr ies  dld you col.lect in the timber down there? 

A. Blackberries and raspberries, and gooseberries If you would take 
pains t o  pick them. There w a s  plenty of them. 

H.B. And l o t s  of the l l t t l e  wild strawberries on the rai l road barlk, 
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11. Rut we never canned any of those or . . . 
H.B. Oh, yes we did! 

A. Well, mybe you &Ld but not while I w a s  . . . 
I I -B.  WE mde l o t s  of preserves out of those l i t t l e  wild strawbemies. 

A. It w a s  a l l  we could do t o  get enough fo r  a pie .  

1I.B. Oh, we used t o  make a l o t  of them, Bert. He didn't  pick them. 

&. 1 see. 

H.B. We kids &Id. 

Q. Well, s l y ,  we 've been going well over an hour here now, think we 
could break and start spin tomorrow? 

A. I t ' s  a l l  r ight ,  if you want t o .  If you've pt work enough for  you, 
why, tha t  ' s  a l l  rj.e)lt with rw . I fee l  l i ke  y o u ' v ~  got a l o t  of nonsense. 

Q. This i s n ' t  nonsense, sir,  t h i s  i s  valuable i n f o m t l o n .  

1I.B. Well, Bert l ived t h r o u a  a l l  of it, sure.  

A. See, I was the oldest one and Dad worked out a l l  the time and, of 
a momline; when he w a s  getting ready t o  go t o  work, he 'd l i n e  up the work 
that  he wanted done at how. Then he ' d t e l l  me--he wouldn't t e l l  a l l  of 
them-he'd say, "Now, you see that  t h a t ' s  done today." Well, I pret ty  
near had the kids hating me before I grew up because I drove them l ike  
Magee did his slaves. ( l a m t e r )  I rmde them do it. I was blager than 
any of them. 1 could whip them then i f  I had t o .  

I3.B. Hc never got over it e i ther ,  Pk. Wagpnery he's s t i l l  boss. 

A Well, I w a  sespons1bl.e. He didn't  b l m  any of the  r e s t  of them. 
If it wasn ' t done, it w a s  rqy f au l t .  So, 1 had t o  get on rqy muscles 

H.H. Well, he was a pret ty  good man with the kids. I can t e l l  you that ,  
and they a l l  of them p w  up thinkrtng a Lot of him and a l l  of us s t i l l  do. 

A. I don't know a thing about college. I went throu@ one. The Webb 
boy over here i s  head of a college i n  Mattoon, you know, and he took my 
brother and IE out one Sundqy evening, a f t e r  everything was closed up, 
you how. Took us throu@ the ins t i tu t ion  that we might see the layout 
and when we cam back out the door I sald,  "Well, sir,  I 've been through 
col.lege. ( h u g h t w )  

9. There you pl Did he @ve you a degrec? 

A. He laughed, thou,@. He thou@t it was pretty good thinking tha t  I ' d  
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been throu* c o l l e e .  That's as near as I-that's the only time I 
was ever i n  a college. 

(portlon in which Mr.  kikmm interviewed the lntervlewer not transcribed) 

A. Where do you go now t o  pick up a plane? 

Q. Down a t  Litchfield.  

A.  Oh, do they have them t o  rent?  

Q. Yes, sir. There's a l i t t l e  a i r f i e l d  down there , . . 
A. I didn't how tha t .  

&. . . . Don--&, I 've  forgotten h i s  name ri@t now but he runs a l i t t l e  
service there where he teachcs, o r  h e ' l l  f l y  you somplace i f  you want 
t o  go, o r  he ' 11 rent the planes out, you know 

A. Be teaches flying? 

&. Yes, sir. 

A. I see. 1 never heard of tha t  i n  Lltchfleld.  

. Oh, yes. The l i t t l e  a i r f i e l d  i s  rea l ly  a nice l l t t l e  a i r f i e l d ,  has 
a nice concrete runway--it goes eas t  and west, It's . . . 
A.  South of town, I s n ' t  I t ?  

&. Yes, sir. M a t  out south of the . . . 
A. 7: was down there when they talked of it, at l eas t .  Well, In fact, 
i n  World War I there wasn't any landing f i e l d  f o r  them at a l l .  'They 
didn't  have any. FQ wife had a cousiln tha t  lives out the northwest comer 
of Litchfield,  ri&t between a l l  the roads,and he had a twenty-acre meadow 
tha t  he had cut the hay off of i n  the  f a l l  when they were training a bunch. 
Those fellows used t o  come In  there and land i n  tha t  stubble, just timothy 
stubble, you laow, pret ty  closely cut.  I used t o  go down there--I had a 
car  at  tha t  time--used t o  go down there and watch them c o ~  i n .  Talked 
t o  some of them. A l o t  of them, they hadn't been at it very much, you mow 

I saw one fellow shut off  one time, oh, I Id judge he was twenty feet  up, 
(laughs) and he h i t  the ground and he bounced about tha t  high up, too. 

Q. While he was landing, you rmm? 

A. Yes, he was trylng t o  land but he just  forgot. 

Q. Where were these airplanes f lying fmm? Scott Field,  mybe? 

A.  Yes. Scott Field and Rantoul. Rantoul w a s  a main school, I think. 
But t h i s  rran tha t  owned the f i e ld ,  he was i n  It a l l  the t lm every day. 
He was the supervisor of the township and dldnlt work i n  the f i e l d  very 
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mch and he was around them so much mt i l  he says, "Bert, I lulow how 
they f ly .  He says, "I know everythirg they do t o  f l y ,  'I He sap,  
"I jmt  believe I could get up and f l y  one of the things." 

It wasn't long a f t e r  tha t  u n t i l  he heard a plane circliwg h i s  f i e l d  
at two o'clock i n  the morning and kept c i rc l ing  and c i rc l ing  and 
c l rc l ing  and he says, "Now, the re ' s  some e;uy t h a t ' s  l o s t .  He don't 
know w h ~ r e  hc is. 'I He sws, "I'll just  have t o  bring hlrn down. " He 
lit h i s  own 1,zntern and went down t o  tha t  f l e l d  and motioned the  fellow 
t o  come in with it and motioned easy, you how, here (demonstrates) 
and domed i f  he d l d h ? ' t  bring him down safely.  (laughs) ?"ne man was 
juxt  give clear  out. He'd got lo s t  and he'd flown a l l  of t ha t  t h e ,  
now, u n t i l  two olclock, and be was Just give clear  out,. So, he took 
him up arid put hlm t o  bed. He notrlfled where he was, of course, as  
soon as he could get t o  a phone. 

Q. Was he military? 

A, Yes. He w a s  paY.t of a troop tha t  had taken off and gone t o  SpringMeld 
and he got off of h i s  base some way and &ot lost ,from the crowd. 

They used t o  have a b jg  dlrllgible they flew up there pract ical ly  every 
day. It used t o  go ri&t up along here, too. It was one of them rvbber 
things, you how. There was planes fl.yine; low, We got so used t o  It, 
we h e w  they were students leaming. 1 never did see anybody crash. I 
was so thankful of tha t .  

Q. Did you ever get down t o  Scott Field while the dir l@bles  were there? 

A. No, I never was them when the dlri-gible landed, but one day I was 
coming how f r o m  Springfield--we used t o  s e l l  e w  t o  a bake~y  up there 
once a week and we would take up the e- and then come back horn empty, 
of course--and when we s ta r ted  out of SprFngfleld, he was pulling away 
from Springfield. He had circl.ed the town and w a s  ready t o  head f o r  how.  
m e r e  was a tremndous hi@ wind tha t  we w a s  both driving Into arld I could 
pas tha t  fellow rimt along i n  the Ford. There wasn I t  aqy pavement. It 
was on a dirt mad tha t  I w a s  . I ' d pass him and I d l e t  him pass me and 
then I ' d  run up and pass him again. He was flying down where you could 
almost ta& t o  hlm. 

& . He wasn I t  very high, then? 

A.  No! He was jus t  clearing the t r e e  tops, jus t  barely. 

9. S i r ,  I wonder, could we d ~ o p  back just a few years, then, t o  your 
rai l roadhe;  t h e ?  When you were . . . 

A. Well, when 1 w a s  railroading, as I to ld  you, 1 went i n  there the f a l l  
of 1900 and tha t  was an election year and. I st&ed in the first of Noverrber 
just--well, the ffrst day I was there was when the election w a s  held. I 
didn't get i n  on the first. Oh, it was a monotonous thlng. I t o l d  you 
about having the l i t t l e  rrmhine on a board. 

&. Yes, sir. 
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A. A s ~ n d i n g  apparatus, and he would lay tha t  on h l s  desk i n  fl-ont of him 
,and he would put n~ t o  a desk a t  the side.  I was t o  copy what he sent,  as 
soon as he'd taught IE the l e t t e r s  and the figures and so on, 1: expect I 
was a month get t ing those so I knew what they sounded l ike .  It took quite 
a l i t t l e  while. You how somthing about tha t ,  don't you, i n  . . . 

A l i t t l e  b i t .  Yes, sir.  

A. You used Morse? 

Q. Yes, sir, but only fo r  l e t t e r s .  You got t o  learn words i n  Morse 
code, didn't you? 

A. Oh, yes, because held send r ight  out of a newspaper. Well, I f  I 
could get the drift of what was coming, it helped a peat  deal on RE 
g e t t h g ,  savvying It, you mow, and I would copy there--we often put i n  
four hours a day, s i t t h g  there just abeating away on that  l i t t l e  mchine. 

And by the way, tha t  little machhe was jus t  torn q l a s t  year. I gave it 
t o  my brother when I qul t  and he took It over, thought mybe he rd  want t o  
teach h i s  kids but none of them took t o  Itt;, but one of h i s  .pandsons has a 
couple of boys. They are  i n  high school, one of them's h high school; the 
other, grade; and in the high school they wanted t o  develop t h i s  short-wave 
s tu f f  and he asked me I f  I mlnded them temlng  tha t  up and using 1.t for  a 
sending apparatus on short-wave. I to ld  h h  t o  go ahead, it would never do 
IE any good. I didn't care anything about It. I was t h r o w  with it. So, 
they tore  it up i n  the l a s t  few years. 

But tha t  was jus t  a monotonous grind, you lanow. Well, I mt the trains. 
k m e d  t o  m e t  the bagage carr and get the rxpress and I also carried m a i l .  
Now, as l i t t l e  as Honey Bend w a s ,  a t  tha t  time they had four malls a day, 
two In and two out. Tho of them c m  i n  on a loca l  passenger train but two 
of them we had t o  hang on a hanger. You know how they hang them and grak them o f f .  

Q. Yes, sir. Could you describe t ha t ?  

A. Yes. Well, they b u i l t  a stage up about four fee t  hi@ and they put a 
swinging am on it tha t  would J u s t  c l e w  the bottom of it. There was a hook 
up here and a hook down below, another m down below, and we'd hook a d l  
sack on those by the rings i n  the thing. When the tmLn cam along--that was 
about four feet  *om the t ra fn ,  you know--he could s t i c k  out his--he had [an 
a], just l i k e  your arm exactly, on the s ide of the car tha t  he would r a i se  
up and It waul-d go out past tha t  mail sack and bring her back In here and take 
her  right along with it. He would have tha t  sack open and work it by the t h e  
he l d get t o  Litchfield.  My, those f'ellows did work h z d .  

&. They sorted rl&t on the t r a in ,  then? 

A. He was on the t r a i n ,  yes. A t  the sane t b  tha t  he did tha t ,  he threw 
off a sack f o r  us. So, I had t o  watch where tha t  sack lit and casry it t o  
the post off lce,  see tha t  It was taken cam of.  I had one thrown through the 
window one day. He overlooked h i s  hand. We had a bay window on the depot and 
It cam In on the side the t r a i n  was comlng f r o m  and went out on the other side 
and neither one of us was close enough t o  1% t o  be h i t .  Boy, It went through 
Vke a cannonball. DEdn't tea r  up the sack. Took out both windows. 
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The other time, I was s i t t i n g  there after--oh, I'd been t e l e p a p h h g  
several yexrs by tha t  time, and I was s i t t i n g  there.  In the depot, 
1-lke tha t ,  we did what we called 0-S t r a ins .  That was t e l l  the 
m l v a l .  and departure and weld say, "Traln nwber so-and-so In at 
cer%ain tim, " and then, 'ID, " for departed, at a c e r t a h  time, and 
:i f it w a s  a throum t r a i n ,  we l d say, lfCannonball through at so m y  
rcririut es . ' I  And I was s i t t  ing there--you got so you d report these f a s t  
t r a ins  as they went by, you'd J u s t  do it rimt at the desk because you 
had t o  be there and change the s ignal ,  l e t  the engineer see it go fmm 
~d t o  blank. So I got so T would @S them as they went by. And I was 
@ S h g  one one day and the fellow @bed the mil sack, and tha t  fellow 
was doing s ixty or bc t tc r ,  tha t  t r a i n  w a s  rea l ly  going. And when he 
grabbed tha t  sack, It popped the luck o f f .  Tore off' the  s taple  i n  the 
sack, popped the lock of f ,  and it came through both windows and It just 
rubbed the back of q hand. Didn't hurt it. Just rubbed it. If tha t  
had of h i t  i t !  Just  went l i k e  a cannon, you know. After tha t ,  I dlrjn' t  
0-S as they passed. 

(portion not transcribed--lntervi~w mrwntwi ly  interrupted) 

A. Well, tha t  was job, was t o  take care of the d l .  When the loca l  
f reight  cam in ,  why, I handled the f r e i a t ,  putting it on the t m c k  
and running it i n  the fieightroom out of the danger of thieves and weather 
and. so on. You had quite a l i t t l e  ~ a l w o r k  t o  do. I paid the agent 
for ty dollars t o  teach rw. The rai l road allowed him t o  col lect  t ha t  much 
and they gave mz permission t o  s tay .  In f ac t ,  I was registered in the 
s ta t ion .  When he took i n ,  he gave nam and address and they regis- 
tcrcd me in and I was known as "Student of Honey Bend, so-and-so." 

So, as I to ld  you, I worked tha t  f i r s t  four. mnths,  f r o m  Noverrber t o  the 
first of March. Tnen tha t  tower job opened up and I went t o  the tower. 
But by tha t  tlmc I was f'amiliar with a l l  of the  sai l road work. I knew 
what t o  expect of everything, you know, throum t r a ins  and tmbs  tha t  
stopped and so on,but I needed s t i l l  t o  learn rqy Morse be t t e r .  So, the 
&ispateher had a wire throu@ that  tower and I kept it open always so  
tha t  I could copy out the train orders tha t  went and the mssages tha t  
went and so on. That way I studied tha t  year on tha t  u n t i l  I peryected 
telegmphing pret ty  good. I w a s  a very good operator when I got througa 
tha t  . 

Q. S i r ,  what i s  a t r a i n  order? Can you describe tha t?  

A. Yes. A ti& order i s  what t r a lns  move by. Thcy had a dispatcher 
thal; sat i n  Decatur. I+ had from S t .  Louis t o  Decatur as his section of 
t rack t o  handle and he had t o  how where every t r a l n  was every minute of 
the time and he got that information t h r o w  those GSes tha t  we @ve him, 
see? If a t r a i n  wasn't d i n g  i t s  t h e ,  he 'd send us a mssage and he ' d 
sqy, "Ask the engbeer  what; ls holding hlm up. " So, we'd hand hlm up on 
a hoop. We had a hoop tha t  stuck i n  the end of a s t i c k  and we could hold 
thal; up. The engineer would run h i s  arm throu@ it and take hoop ayld a l l  
and then t e a r  out the rressage and read it. Sam way with traln orders. 
If we had a t r a i n  order for  him, it went i n  a hoop. Except . . . we]-1, I 
ou&t t o  explaln something there.  

There was  two types of train orders, a 31 and a 19 designated them, and the 



31 couldnvt be handed up. The conductor had t o  come i n  and sign h i s  
n m  on it in your presence and he had t o  sead it t o  you t o  know tha t  
he understood the moverrmt that  was t o  take place on tha t  order. That 
was a dlrccl; order, see? But a 19 ,  i f  they wanted t o  change anything 
on that  order, theyt d say, "Take 19 for  so-and-so," and they'd change 
whatever they wanted t o .  For instance, I f  a loca l  broke down i n  Raymnd, 
broke a car  down on the maln track, and they'd have t o  take the other 
t r a ins  throu@ on the p a s s h a  track, w e l l ,  that would go up on a 19, 
you how. We ' d t e l l  them just  wlhat had happened-llSo-and-so i s  broke 
down and you ' l l  have to go thro& on the passlag track. " 

So, those orders were what the  t r a i n  worked on, After he le f t  the first 
s tat ion,  he depended on those trak orders, and h i s  "c tab le .  He had a 
1:lmtabla that  he w a s  suppo:;rd t o  M e ,  all the tl.mr.14 And we had sum 
vewy T a t  f'reiyJts. They called them . . . uh . . . 1 've even lost tha t  
word. They were 1arp;el.y rc:frTgerated c<ms and they rm them tW0&1. Theyt d 
take a carload of beef' out, of' S t .  Lou-Is, theyvd nm it throu& t o  C,hl.cap;o in 
o m  r - l i d i t ,  you how. 'l!hcytd G:ke her, thwx~@ In  a hlnrry i f   the^ was any re- 
fr'igeration cars and they ' d. go tllrou&--highballs ! That 's what they called 
thern. "A hipjlball I s  corrlirlg. " And when therc wa.s a highball coming, we were 
on our ~ O C S  LO see that  11e got h i :-; 193, or. 3Os, or. whatever, as he cam along. 

So, then i f  you had t o  stop a t r a in ,  meantime, you could do it with tha t  
board. You could stop any of them with tha t  bowd. h a v e  it red, they 
woul.dnlt pass L t ;  but :l.f w e  wanted t o  stop them fo r  informtion,  os t o  
give them defini te  lnformatj.on about something, we would s tep out with a 
rvd f l a g  or  a red lantern arid f l ag  them down. They cam t o  a stop right 
at us, you know. The englnecr would hop out. %at 's the mtter?ll Well, 
we'd t e l l  h h  md, "Come in  and. sign your order. Theyf d come i n  and get 
it .  Then they could proceed under the proper directions, you see, t o  go. 

They had l o t s  of wrecks. rats of drawbars pulled out. They could only 
haul so m y  cars, those days, without pulling dj.awbars. [If I the draw- 
bars were not put in-that f s  the coupling between cars a d  they were 
great big heavy steel--but i f  they were riot properly placed i n  the car 
shops o r  [they 'd l  get a heavy load, why, they 'd pul.1 out and then there was 
hal f  a t r a i n  down here loose arid half  of it on the en-. Tne enginew 
would be scared t o  death whenever tha t  happened because the air  brake 
would stop him, If he didn't  watch h i s  doing, and it would break off  down 
there and the air brake wouldn't brake and here they'd come tear ing up at 
him l ike  another w a i n ,  you know. So It was his busrincss t o  Work tha t  a b  
p w  and get that air out of those cars behind h i m  just as fast as he could. 
And you could t e l l ,  t o  hear them acoming, what was wrong. They was workbe; 
hard and that  old engine was a f i g h t h g  it, you know. 

Q. They automt ica l ly  locked, then, the brakes? 

A. They had t o  chain the train together then. They Id allow the  back end 
t o  catch up o r  else they ' d back down t o  i t  md ts.ke a &?eat big  chain :~nd 
chain It on and away they'd go. 

14see addenda item 89. 






















































































































































