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krt A i h ,  June and July, 19 75, Waggoner, I l l i n o l s  . 
Horace Waggoner, h t  erviewer . 

I was helping thresh on a place and w e  were out quite a distance 
from any buildings, but there w a s  a swamp right ahead of us fill of 
willows and in the middle of t h i s  s w a  an old crow had b u i l t  her 
nest up in the top of a cottonwood t r ee .  And t h i s  storm c a m  across 
forty acres of corn. It looked l l k e  a r o l l e r  had rol led through there, 
just  l i k e  exactly. Well, I had a load of wheat on and I s d d  t a  the 
pltcher,  'What had we be t t e r  do?" He says, "You drlve off  that w a y .  
That's agolng northeast, s t ra l$nt .  Drive southeast and you ' l l  be a11 
ri@t. " Well, I hopped off the load and drove It southeast. I could 
see what It was doing. 

[There were] som big  haystacks r ight  by the s ide of where I pulled 
of f  t o  and tha t  storm mlssed them by f i f t y  yards, at least, and a f t e r  
it was c lear  passed, looked t o  me like--the twlster ,  you know, was 
c lear  passed--the tops of those stacks just2piled off  and took off 
after t ha t  thing l i k e  they w a s  pald for  it. It headed r ight  Into 
tha t  s w q  where the  old cmw was se t t ing  and it picked her up--there 
wasn't any raln i n  this--it picked her off of tha t  nest and she went 
up and up and Y$ and up, and aflying as hard as she could. You could 
see tha t ,  and a l l  at once it just  dashed her  t o  the pound Eke tha t ,  
and broke her wlng. One of the r r m  went out and picked her up. 

Now, that  was jus t  a big whiirlwlnd. No rafn  In it. No thmder o r  
l i&tning.  It was out of a b ig  cloud, of course. That ' s  the closest 
I was ever t o  anything tha t  whi rkd  lFke tha t .  

Q. Kind of a smZl tornado, then. 

A. Yes , It was . 
Q. Have you ever seen a tornado i n  this part  of the country? 

A. We had one go thmu@ here one time since I lived here. It w a s  go* 
by us a half  rd l e  nofih and I thought It was passed. We were standing 
watchhg out of these wlndows, and a l l  at once it jus t  t m e d  around and 
come back here, just  l i ke  tha t .  Tnis yard was surrounded with great large 
maple t r ees ,  I e x p c t  f l f ' ty  years old, and they were only ten  feet apart. 
It was a t e r r i b l e  mss of tirrber up there.  It h i t  that  m d  it tom off  
those 1Inbs. H@t here by the s ide of the h~use ,  outabout  twenty steps, 

'Mr. A l b m  volunteered additional narration before s t m i n g  
review of thils sesslon. See addenda item 103. 

2~ee  addenda Item 104 .  



was a sugar m p l e  t r ee ,  o r  a hard mple ,  and it brought all those limbs 
and stacked them around that  thing. It saved the house by s t a c k b g  
them mound tha t .  You could walk rI&t around tha t  tree like you was 
in a t en t  af'ter it got by. Limbs s e t  up in It and down i n  the pound, 
you know. Tnere was a large t r e e  ri&t south of the ce l l a r  there,  a 
large mple .  Oh, it w a s  over s1.x fee t  throu@. I went t o  look t o  see 
i f  it had broke, I fipyred it w a s  hollow. 

You'd see a lirrSs and then you wouldn't see It. I never seen a 1hb 
blow off .  You'd just see a l i r r S 3  and then it was gone.3 I hauled loads 
of 1lrhs out of nly pasture down there .  Brought them up here md burned 
them a f t e r  it waS, over. It shot one of them thmu@ that  wllndow, r imt  
i n k 0  the room, about a ten-foot l i m b .  

&. Rf&t in to  the l iv ing  mom, then. 

4 A. Yes. That 's the  only damage It done, t o  speak o f ,  outside of 
ba l l ing  up t r ees  f o r  ITE t o  chop (lams) for about a week. 

Q. D i d  you ever have much cmp damage f r o m  heavy rains, or haill, o r  . . . 
A. No, I ' ve been unusually fortunate i n  tha t .  Chinch byg was  the biggest 
destroyer I ever had. A s  7: t o ld  you, tha t  one year I had twenty acres of 
corn jus t  about like t ha t ,  a l l  l a i d  by and geeen as the corn is now, and 
i n  three days there wasn't a s t a lk  i n  siat. Not a stalk1 They cleaned 
the whole thing and went on over Into a clover madow. O f  course then 
they took wing and flew fo r  green s t u f f .  That was n ~ y  worst expertence 
here. But I never shucked an ear of corn tha t  year. Not an ear. 

Q. You wntioned the Farrr~ Bureau tha t  cam over and helped you with 
culling the chickens. Were there any other t h i n g  tha t  the Farm Bureau 
was doing i n  those days? 

A. Well, they would help you with anything tha t  you'd ask them t o .  That 
was one of the things--really, I think tha t  was one of the biggest things 
tha t  that fellow ever put over, because there was a b ig  crowd here, I ex- 
pect f S t y  people, fo r  that culling. Tney got the  idea, then, of how t o  
pick laying hens and everybow profited by it, oh, a l l  wound. A l l  over 
the townshlp. Proflted by tha t  culling, and it did ITE no h m .  It did 
me a l o t  of good because it took out a l l  the old deadheads, you know, as  
I sald.  Well, af'temard I read everything I could, then, on how t o  cull 
chickens. I culled rqy own af'ter t ha t .  I. never had t o  c a l l  on hlm any more. 

The f i r s t  t lm I called him up, I called him UQ about a proposition on 
s o w  rough w u n d  I had. Corn ground got a l i t t l e  too dry and It was 
PO@. And I didn't  qurlte how what t o  do wlth it and I called h i m  up 
here. I took him r ight  in to  the f l e l d  and I says, "Now, what am I t o  do 
with th is?"  And I thoup$t he would give IE some expl ic i t  direction, but 
he says, "Well now, M r .  So-and-so, down here, bad the sam proposition 

3 ~ e e  addenda item 105. 
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and he dld t h i s .  M r .  So-and-so, way out here, had the s m  proposition 
and he did so, cer tain things. " He never recomnded a single tlxlng. 
He jus t  t o ld  what others had done. Well, I was t o  draw QJ own conclu- 
sions f r o m  the bunch, you see, and. go ahead and do the work. So, it 
helped UP out a l o t ,  because I found what those b ig  f m r s  w e r e  dolng 
and I did likewise. 

&. What do you rean the ~ u n d  was rough? 

A.  Oh, you couldn't reduce clods. Big clods, Too dry when we plowed 
it. You couldn I t  reduce clods. That was before I had an Iron r o l l e r .  
The next yeas, why, I got an i ron ro l l e r .  If I ' d  had tha t  i ron  r o l l e r ,  
I needn't have called him, because they had the i ron rollers t ha t  were 
corrugated and they would cut as well as mash, and I could have fixed 
tha t  very nicely.  

Q. What did you do that  year? 

A. I don't r e ~ r r b e r  par t icular ly,  any mre than that I double disced. 
Went In with a d isc  and double cut it; cut It both directions and then 
put the harrow on behind the disc,  with f ive  horses on it, the last time, 
That leveled it up and I could plant, then, Porn tha t .  I got a good 
stand of corn. 

Q. Was the Farm Bureau orggnlzcd in to  groups? Did you belong t o  the 
Farm Bureau? 

A. It was organized by counties. Yes, I joined tha t .  Gne of the first 
wrrbers, I expect, t ha t  they had there,  at tha t  time. &cause it appealed 
t o  me. I had been takl.ng Wallace F m r .  I don't know whether you ever 
rcad Wallace F m r  o r  not. 

Q. No, sir. 

A. The old man Wallace tha t  s t a r t ed  tha t  paper was a Presbyterian preacher, 
but a f m r  . He was the most hear%-to-hemt talker you ever saw, through 
the pr in t .  HE could just make you see it, throue;h prilnt. He adv;lsed a l l  
the new f m r s  , and everybody e lse ,  what t o  do. Readlng hl_m made me anxj.ous 
t o  be i n  such an organization as the Farm Bureau. So, when they came-I've 
belonged t o  it now f o r  fo r t y  o r  Tlfty years, I don't know how long. I missed 
one ye-. I w a s  away. I sold OIL arid travelled fo r  one ycar and I missed 
out on the F m  Bweau. That was the only year I w a s  ever out of It. 

&. Did they have regular meetings tha t  you attended? 

A. Yes, they had a reW:Lm sne&j.ng t o  e1.ec.I; officers every yew, a t  a 
cer tain t h e  of the year. Thcn thcy provided refr.eshmnts, and families 
and a l l  came. Course, by that tim, the woren had a n  or  zatlon too, 
that they worked In. It w a s  v e ~ y  educatfonal and, as I F ;old you, t h i s  mn 
was a wonderf'ul m. And then, there was a m l l v d  southeast of Fiaymmd. 
S m  Sor9rels. - R - R - - 1 .  T want hl:; r i m  on there because he was so 
h e w t  anci soul with tha t  :arid. he wis ca.lled M r .  F d m  Burem. (laughs) Roy, 
he d i d  convurt rnorc farmers, because he w a s  an honest Christian rran and 



they belleved 

He had a very 
acres tha t  he 

him. ' 
good farm, or  rather  h i s  wife did, two hundred and twenty 
f m d .  I-Ie and I had grown up together so  tha t  he always 

wanted t o  help re any way he could. He'd invi te  me down t o  see h i s  seed- 
lngs of a l f a l f a  and h i s  seedings of Sweet clover. He began g~?owlng sweet 
clover, the first tha t  w a s  ever grown in this neck of the woods. The 
p m d  up here was a l l  sour, most of i t ,  and I t  wouldntt grow sweet clover. 
But as soon as 1.t was l l m d ,  It would g r o w  it t a l l e r  than yom head, you 
know; and they began growing it, plowing it under fo r  
was the ins t iga tor  of t ha t .  

Well, then, In order t o  enhance the sa l e  of the seed, 
binder, o r  got par t s  of old binders, and b u i l t  a seed 
tha t  he drove through h i s  f ie lds  and it stripped--did 
cotton s t r ipper? 

he tore  up an old 
gathering m c h k e  
you ever see a 

&. No sir. 

A. You never seen them work? Well, t h i s  stsilpped all the seed. It 
went along and just--it w a s  a bar of s t e e l  and it wasn't sharp enough 
t o  cut it but s h q  enough t o  scrape on It. He had a yeel tha t  would 
press [the  clove^] back against it and then [the bar]  would scrape those 
off and then [the r ee l ]  would rrmh it down, you how. He harvested, oh, 
just  an awrul l o t  of seed and drled i t .  Then be made a thresh- machine 
of h i s  own t o  h u l l  the s t u f f ,  r5&t  there on the fm. He had mney t o  
buy gas englnes. That w a s  ahead of t rac tors .  

He put the sweet clover i n  the county. [Refore] tha t  [It] would grow 
along creeks but that was the only place you saw it. He put sweet clover 
in, and then they followed that  with a l f a l f a  because sweet clover inoculated 
the land. They had t o  lime it t o  get sweet clover, see, and then It 
inoculated the land fo r  a l f a l f a ,  and they could g m w  sow b q e r  crops of 
alfalfa. 

It takes about f ive  years fo r  anything of that kind t o  soak t h r o w ,  you 
know. This fellow wl l l  watch the other fellow and he does so-and-so. 
Well, h e ' l l  watch h i m  the next year and i f  he does [ a l l  r igh t ]  then: 
"Well, 1' 11 t r y  it. I t  F a m r s  were very cautious people. 

&, Where diid they hold the Farm Bureau r w e t F n ~ ?  

A. In Hlllsbom. Usually in the hi& school. They had a b ig  gym and 
we'd have It in the urn at the h l @  school. Have a box dlnnes. Usually 
a State  speaker, an agronomist fk.om out of the university, would corm 
there and @VE a l e c t u w .  

One year we had a m Porn England. Oh, I could have l ls tened t o  tha t  man 
a l l  day. He was a f m r  here, now. He says, "The hardest thing t o  buy, 
anywhere, was bralns." He says, "That's the hardest thing t o  buy. You're 
lucky if you can buy them." So, he was a lecturer  over the country. Herd 

5 ~ e e  addenda item 107. 
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e x p e r h n t e d  In Ellgland some before he e m  here. IIP came here as a 
man of s ixty,  I guess, and went t o  fayming here and he pew phenonmal 
crops. And he would take them simt-seeing over h l s  fm. I don't 
rernerrber where it was. It was north, thou*, of Champaign somplace. 

He was Fn the t h l r d  glaciation. That w a s  another thing. He was  smut 
enough t o  get i n  the th i rd  glaciation. He  hew about tha t .  I never 
heard of glaciation un t i l  a f t e r  I had been on the farm two o r  three 
years. We're only i n  the second here. And tha t  is the reason tha t  
Chanp3al.gn had us beat,  jus t  a l i t t l e ,  because the t h i r d  extended down 
over Champaipp but It plqyed out shortly below. 

. Were you an off icer ,  in any way, of the Bureau? 

A. No. They invi ted rn but I wouldn't serve* I had hay fever so bad 
those days it just pret ty  n e w  run me crazy a d  I couldnlt drive over 
the country and interview farmers and go out in the farm f ie lds  and 
wheat f l e lds  and so on. It would just  drive IE wild. And so I resigned 
Prom it. The Farm Bureau manager, he didn't  want t o  l e t  m go at al l .  
He thnu&t I ought t o  doctor for  it. Well, he didn 't mow how much 
doctoring I had been doing. I f ina l ly  got so I le f t  the s t a t e .  A 
nutrber of years I l e f t  the s t a t e  t h r o a  tha t  season. So, I never served 
as a--but I was a booster f o r  it and helped a l l  I could and when they 
got t o  where they needed sombody t o  talk, I was ready t o  t a l k  t o  people. 

Q. What were your duties as secretary of the elevator co-op? 

A. Just =rely keep track of the business. Most of duties was t o  
keep t rack of the annual meeting, see tha t  off icers  were p rope~ ly  elected. 
We had a president, vice-presldmt, secretary-treasurer, and a wribership 
of probably fif ' ty,  you know ,6 and you had t o  watch tha t  they were duly 
elected because the State  was watching those places, trying t h e i r  best t o  
s t i ck  taxes on them. I f  you had f lve  mrrbers that  drew a salary, they 'd 
t ax  you an incow tax, and a heavy one. And we had t o  watch very carefhlly 
and stay within the three l i m i t .  

&. Who were s o w  of the  off icers  I n  the co-op? 

A. Well, I think every one of them are  dead but re. A l l  of them tha t  I 
can rerrmber, ever, are dead. They were young, younger f m m ,  or  my age 
farmers, and they've been p n e  qul te  a while. 

Q. Who were some of them? 

A .  Well, one of them's nam was Derby. He lived down here on the southeast 
corner of--or on the northeast comer--of the next section. 

Q. Was tha tFrank Derby? 

A. Yes. You h e w  him, dldn't  you? 

b ~ e e  addenda item 108. 



Q. Not w e l l ,  but I: h e w  of him. 

A. I bet  your m t h e r  h e w  him well. 

&. Yes, sir. 

A. Frank Derby was president a long t h .  Then he was followed by a 
rran m d  Weitekamp. W-E-I-T-E-K-A-M-P. He f m d  over a d j o h h g  
Hamel Township, but h i s  in te res t s  were a l l  In thls township. He was 
the presfdent fo r  a n h e r  of y e a s ,  and then, l e t ' s  see, who did We 
have besides--and then he los t  h i s  mind. It was the awntlest thing. 
He w a s  as smart as a whip and a well-balanced fellow and not a boozer, 
but he got t o  t r y l n g t o  learn money. He sent and got the books h m  
Washington, as far back as he could on money, and bro@t it up t o  
the  date and he t r i e d  t o  learm it and he just studied himself crazy. 
We did hate the worst t o  lose tha t  rran, rqy goodness! 

And h i s  brother took his place then. Sam n m ,  jus t  a younger m9.n 
than him. One was Frank and the other, Lee, or  one was . . . No, the 
first mayl w a s  Ed, and the next mn, Leo. 'Ihey were strong Cathollcs 
but it didn't  rmke a b i t  of difference i n  aur meetin@. They worked 
just the s m  with us and they would vote a@bst Catholilc men that 
t r i e d  t o  get sorrethlng they were not en t i t l ed  to.7 They'd vote rT&t  
s t ra ight  thro@ wlth us Protestants. So, I: t h o w t  an awful lo t  of 
those three men. I don ' t think . . . Oh, the f i r s t  m, 1 guess, w a s  
Herb Street .  You knew Herb? 

Q. I didn't  know hh. I 've  heard an awful l o t  about hlm. 

A. I think he w a s  the f i r s t  president of the  elevator assocltatlon, 
8 

and served a nmber of years. 

When I f i r s t  moved up here, why, I had worked for  Tom Richardson out here. 
I don1 t know whether you ever heard of h i m  or not,  but he was an old man 
tha t  worked on h i s  knees. He had rheumatism so  bad he couldn't stand up, 
and he worked on his b e e s .  And I worked as W s  hired man two seasons 
out there and I got t o  know practicalqy all the--he'd w r i e d  Al, uh, . . . 
We 1, what was tha t?  . . . You'd know i n  a minute, i f  I could think of 4 - 
it . . . So, people from west of town a l l  v is i ted  them. I got to how 
Max and Reed, they were l i t t l e  tykes about t h i s  hi& at tha t  tW, and I 
h e w  t h e i r  mother. Their dad was dead, you Imow. Oh, I learned t o  h o w  
Herb Street  and he had a brother who ran f o r  county superintendent of 
schools; I forget h is  name now . l o  

,- 

'see 

9 ~ r .  
addenda item 
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Alkman l a t e r  ident i f led t h l s  person as Alice WLlZiamson. See 
111 Tor vwbatlm tex t  and some discussion of the Williamson family. 

ilil.anan l a t e r  i d m t l f i e d  t h i s  pemo1'1 as J a s p e ~  Street .  See addenda 
vcrbat l rn  tp xL . 



Then, we had. a man In the township named Tom Taylor. You probably mew 
him, d ldnr t  you? 

Q. Yes, slr. 

A. Well, Tom was  active In the Farm Bureau, too. He didn't hold an 
off ice that  I can rermher of ,  but he was always a booster and would 
do aqythhg you asked h h  fo r ,  QQ a cormittee. I t h o u h t  an a w f u l  
l o t  

Q. 

A. 
run 
and 
N Y Y  

Q. 

A. 

- .  
- 11 of Tom. He was a f ine m. 

Were you ever involved with the  school board i n  the township here? 

( laums)  I ' d  had tha t  one experience as a school director and they 
a f t e r  QI every year, but I would not take it ! They jus t  begged me 
begged me. (lau&s) I wouldn' t take another school, d i rec tor ' s  job. 
t h a t ' s  the mst thankless Job on ear th.  

Where were you a director? 

Honey Bend. I w a s  rimt where they could brlng all t h e i r  pievanccs 
t o  m, just walk across the mad. I had t o  settle-more spa ts . -  

Q. What types of spats  did thcy have? 

A. Oh, the teachers would issue a cer tain rule and the  mothers wouldn't 
want the kids t o  obse~ve  it. One teacher tha t  I had t o  c a l l  In and give 
a good strong lecture and she didn ' t  take it kindly at all, she wouldn't 
l e t  the kids s e t  t h e i r  overshoes under the stove. She wanted t o  keep them 
In the h a l l .  And one of the women who had two kids tha t  walked a mile and 
a ha l f ,  she cam t o  ITE and she says, "Bert, those kids have got t o  have 
those overshoes so they can put them on of an evening when they go horn. 
They're froze stlff and they can't  get In them." And she says, "And I 
want you t o  see tha t  tha t  ' s taken care of .  " And I says, 'Well, I think 
It. . . . I 1  So, I to ld  the  teacher t o  corn over. She cam ove'r and I t o ld  
her what she'd have t o  do and she didn't  know whethes she would or not. 
"NowYt' I says, "listen, you do just what I t e l l  you. You'll have to .  '' 
And she went off md as hops, crying. (laughs) But she did. She straightened 
out. men, we had a ne'er-do-well famlly i n  the neighborhood that had a 
l i t t l e  kid tha t  never had been bossed and he made a l l  m e r  of trouble 
in the school. We had t o  keep ca l l ing  In the directors and s t rai@tenlng 
t h a t  out. So, I had plenty of it. 

Q. You indicated tha t  you had done some speaking. 

A. No, I just talked, l i k e  I ' m  talking t o  you. No, I never mde but one 
speech i n  QI l i f e .  They had an awful t h e  af'ter they orgadzed the Parent- 
Teachers Assoclatllon down here a t  Waggoner, and Cap Williarrsonfs wilfe- 
you knew her, too, didn't  you? k l a ?  

Q. Ve ry  vaguely. 

** A t  t h f s  point i n  the review, a discussion ensued not pertinent t o  
the mmir u n t i l  Honey Bend was mzntloned. See addenda Item 113 Tor the Honey 
Bend discussion text. 



Bert Ailanan 2 82 

A. Well, I thlnk she was the president of it, and she harped at r r ~  
fo r  a temperance t a lk .  Wanted IIE t o  make a tcrperance t a l k  and I put 
her off  and put her off  and put her o f f .  Pinally, they couldn't get 
anyone t o  t a l k  for one me t ing  and I says, 'Well, I'll come down md 
t a lk ."  But I didn't promise t o  t a l k  on temperance. I sdd, "I'll do 
the  best I can in t ha t  respect, but I can't W e  a temperance talk 
alone. I says, "1 'rn going t o  just t e l l  you some of nly experience. 'I 

So, I gave them some of rr~y experience as a hired man working i n  various 
families. A l l  of them had children. The influence tha t  I t r i e d  t o  
exert over kids. I always t r i e d  t o  exeri; a good Influence over the kids 
i n  a farnilg. 

One man I worked for  had a brothcr-in-law i n  S t .  Louis, and while I was 
working f o r  him, h i s  [the brother-ln-law I s  ] wife died with TB. She had 
a l i t t l e  five year old boy tha t  she had been able t o  jus t  see hlm at 
m a 1  time, i f  then, for  a year, I guess. He  was i n  saloons wd al leys 
and a l l  the worst company he could get i n  because he liked d i r t y  Jokes. 
M t t l e  as he was. Well, when she diled, why, q boss went down and took 
him in ,  bm&t him home with him, to ld  him be was going t o  keep him 
and put him through school.. 

END OF SIDE ONF 

A. Well, he had the d i r t i e s t  mouth that I ever saw on a f ive  year old. 
I never had seen h i s  equal. He knew every s e l l  there was and he took 
r ight  up following E. He wouldn't follow his uncle; held follow rw, 
you know. Well, he ' d t r y  a s e l l  on IIE . I always b i t  on every one, 
just  . . . (laughs) You oust t o  see tha t  l l t t l e  bugger laugh. He'd 
lay down and jus t  roll and twnble. ( l a w t e r )  It was rea l ly  funny t o  me. 

But he'd swear so  mch, and the folks whipped him f o r  it. And one 
mmihg at breakfast, they s a d ,  "Now, Bert, i f  he swears out wZth you, 
you're t o  t e l l  US, and we're going t o  give h i m  a l i c k h g  for  it. He's 
going t o  stop tha t  swearing. Now, you're t o  t e l l  us." 7: dldnl t  say yes 
nor no, I* just  sat there and l e t  them ta lk .  

So, we went out t o  work and we hadn't been WoPkiing but a l i t t l e  While 
when somethFng didn ' t  go t o  s u i t  him and he l e t  loose and the air got 
blue . I l e t  him rant fo r  about a minute and I says, "Now, you heard 
what they to ld  me at the breakfast table .  I' And then he cussed me, turned 
on E. He says, "Tell them! Just  gc t e l l  them!'' And called rw everything, 
you !mow. And I says, "You never heard your uncle o r  me use such language 
as that  a s ingle  t lm. Now, did you?" Well, he didn't answer m. I says, 
" A l l  I w a n t  i s  f o r  you t o  yuZt tha t  ." I says, 'Why don't you qui t  i t ? "  I 
says, "I 'm not agohg  t o  t e l l  them. Dont t glory about tha t .  I'm not going 
t o  tel-I. them any of It, but I want you t o  qui t  for  ITJ sake. You qui t  swem- 
h g . "  And you know, i n  a m n t h t s  time, he quit  it ent i re ly .  Made as f ine  a 
l i t t l e  fellow as you ever saw. (laughs) And hls uncle educated h h ,  and 
the last I heard of him he was one of the m e r s  f o r  one of the b ig  banks 
i n  S t .  huls ,  t o  go t o  where they made the exchange of a morning, you laow. 

So, tha t  ls what I to ld  them instead of a temperance speech. I said, "I 'm 
nei ther  a father  nor a teacher, and 1 don't thlnk it is proper f o r  me t o  
try t o  advise people on rafs lng children, any more than that  I t h h k  they 
should be disciplined enough t o  do what's r imt.  



Q. Where did you glve t h i s  ta lk?  A t  the grade school? 

A. Yes, In the p a d e  school, but the high school w a s  a l l  there,  too. 
Tnat is, the teachers were and the  merrbers of the Parent-Te8cher. . . . 
They never bothered m? afterward. (laughs) I lmm it wasn't much of a 
speech o r  they Id abothered rn artewwmd but they didn't. 

Q. rnother wrote rre  about i t .  I n  a l e t t e r  I received yesterday, she 
mntioned it t o  me. 

A .  She a d ?  

Q. She remerrbered hearing you speak in school. 

A. I used to .  Those days, the Bible was allawed In the school, you how,  
and every t h e  we had a t ravel ing mlssionawy , o r  anything of the klnd, I 
stood in with the prlricipals with an understanding tha t  I could bring over 
whatever I wanted t o  and Introduce t o  the school; of those people, you h o w .  
'They had I n t e r e s t k g  talks. 

I ~meIrber  I took an Indian over one t k  . Ful l  blood Indian, but he ' d 
had a university education. Claimed he was called t o  preach. He went 
over t o  rrakc them a speech and he was atalking t o  them about a fellow 
tha t  was In t h e i r  neighborhood, named John StlnZc. He wasn't an Indian, 
he was a white m, but he had for ty dogs and he hunted and he and the 
dogs l ived t o g ~ t h e r .  They a l l  l ived i n  the s m  house and people were 
about half  a f ra id  of him and he had epileptic fits. And whenever he d 
have an epi lep t ic  fit, why, the cowboys would f ind  him, dead t o  the world, 
you know, and they'd go notify the Indians. He was par+, Indian. They'd 
go notif'y the  Indians and t e l l  them they Id have t o  bury hirq. Well, there  
i n  Oklahoma at tha t  tirre, they sat a rran up against a plle of rock, then 
just piled rock a l l  over him, s i t t i n g  up. And those do@ would dig him 
out every time and held come to .  Another week o r  two he'd be hunting with 
his for ty  dogs. They buried him twlce. 

I how I was back In the anteroom when he was telllng that s tory  and I 
said t o  the teacher tha t  was back there wlth m, a young lady and she 
was from Oklahoma, and 1 says, "I thlnk tha t  fellow is a s p i f f h g  us. I 
don't belfeve tha t  story." And she says, "No, he 's  not!" She says, "That's 
the gospel trmth. I know tha t .  I' Sald, I1That actually happened. 'I 

So, the th i rd  tiw tha t  he had a f l t  and they found him dead, why, the 
Indians wouldn't plck him up. They'd got superstl t lous of hlm m d  they 
wouldn't pick him up. So, it was up t o  the coroner t o  go out arid get 
him and he took him down t o  the undertaker and they errbawd him and bwled  
him and he ( l a m s )  didn't  come to .  

Q. Not once e r rbahd ,  I guess. 

A. But I used t o  go t o  a school a l o t  with those kind of people, you know, 
and of course, it was up t o  me t o  introduce them. 

Q. That rmst have been what she was speaking of because she mentioned I n  
the one-room schools. 
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A. Yes, that  was the grade school but they had the hi@ school. Why, 
a t  t h i s  tire, t h i s  fellow was W i n g  a t a l k  i n  the hi& school. He 
t o ld  the kids tha t  he'd show them how t o  make arrowheads If they'd come 
amund a f t e r  he got throum talking. I never went over t o  see it. I 
talked with the  teachers and ones tha t  gathered around me. The kids 
claimed he did show them how it w a s  done. But I never credlted it 
because I think tha t  was  pract ical ly  a los t  mt. Don't you thl.nk it is? 

Q. Well, I don't know. They s t i l l  teach it t o  Boy Scouts, you how.  
Pressure points and a l l .  When dfd the high school star'c i n  Waggoner? 

A .  That's a date, agaln. 

Q. I think it was 19211. S o m t k  i n  the 1920's. 

A. Yes, It was t ha t  or a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  It was voted In. We had t o  
issue bonds t o  get it. I remrber  being on the election bomd when It 
w a s  voted in .  George Fo&s and John Waggoner both got out and took In 
a l l  the terr1.tol-y tha t  they could so as t o  reduce the taxatlon on the 
rcst of us, on those bonds, you know. The bonds carried and the school 
was b u i l t  and served as  a high school fo r  a rimer of years. 

My wife and I always attended a l l  of the basketball g m s  there, while we 
were younger and could stand up. They didn't  have a b ig  e n o w  for  
seats ,  so we always had t o  stand up and t h a t ' s  qui te  tireswe. 

I was very much interested In education and anxlous t o  See them do well. 
I had a rimer of nephews and nieces tha t  were I n  there,  you know, and I 
was anxious t o  see them get the best  they could. Dorothy was one of them 
md I pushed her as hard as I could. 

Q. That- was Dorothy Ihrpton, you man? 

Q. What types of things did you do f o r  the school? 

A. Oh, about the only thin@ I ever done--at that tlme, there waS the 
three churches but none of thern had a resident pastor and they always called 
on me for  an invocation and the benediction, That's the extent of my work 
in Pant of the school. I did tha t  f o r  a n&er of years, both schoo1.s. 

One t i n e  they had a resident preacher here. 1'11 t e l l  you t h i s  for-shut 
that  thing off  fo r  a minute. 

Q.  A l l  r i@t .  

(tape turned off and on) 

A. I refused t o  go on the election board, a f t e r  they got organized e n o m  
that  they could handle a l l  r ight  without my help, I wasn't too much help 
 way - 
The different  supervisors, of course, had t o  oversee the elections. The 



women got t h e i r  vote along about tha t  t lw and they Insisted tha t  I 
be on the election b o z d  for  that  because they had t o  swear in every 
worn  tha t  voted. You had t o  rernerrber the oath and give it t o  them 
and have them sign t h e i r  n m  , you know. Well, I worked on tha t .  
And I took a fellow tha t  was pret ty  hard up, a carpenter there In town, 
pret ty  hard up, as a c lwk .  Well, I thought a carpenter should be 
pret ty  good i n  f1e;ures. Wouldn't you s m s e  tha t  he would? 

Q. I would think that  he would. 

A. And tha t  n i@t  I never had such a time In nly l i f e .  1 had t a  stand 
ri@t over tha t  fellow and watch every figure he put down. He couldn't 
add, he cou.ldnlt get them down i n  the right place, and, oh boy, tha t  
cured r r e  of ever just accommodating s o w  Tellow tha t  you didn't know 
too well. 

So, I don't h o w .  I served on the elect ion board u n t i l  they got well 
organized at it and then I said,  "Now, I don't need tha t  money half as 
bad as l o t s  of these fellows here i n  tawn tha t  are just a capable as  1 
am of a dayls w o ~ k . ~ ~  I says, "You give It t o  them,lt Arid so, I never 
served any mre. 

Q How about the county board? Did you have any association wfth I t ?  

A. No. 'They wanted t o  run me f o r  supervisor but I I d n t t  w a n t  It. I 
wasn't interested i n  tha t .  

Q. You h d l c a t e d  at one time tha t  you helped bring Pn the 011 for the  
roads here. Get tha t  s ta r ted .  

A. Well, t ha t  was done t h r o w  the h i e w a y  c o d s s i o n e r ,  yes. There 
was three conrmlssioners a t  tha t  time on the hi@way, you h o w ,  And 
then they hired a mad boss. Paid him a salary and he did the work, Well, 
the Baker boys, Ira w a s  one of them. I thWc Tmn Taylor was one of the 
comlssioners , and Herb Street  w a s  another one ,I2 They wanted t o  bow i f  
I would carry a pe t i t ion  f o r  the northeast corner of rely township, And 1 
carried It enough tha t  people got t o  bow rw and I could get their signatures 
without too much a r v n t  . At f i r s t  they 'd say, "I '11 s i g n  fo r  it i f  y o u v l l  
o i l  i n  front of house. I t  Well, I Id say,  'Well, what good w i l l  tha t  do? 
Youtv~ got t o  st& somplace and the place t o  start is  at town.'t Well, 
som of them you could convince and some you couldn't. But, before 3.t was 
over wlth, they were a l l  glad enough t o  sign up because we  got a mile and a 
half  st&ed and they seen what a change tha t  mde i n  the  road amd they 
began t o  come across. 

Q. How &id they go about oi l ing  the mads i n  those days? 

A. Well, the road c o d s s i o n e r  went wlth a l l  of them iyl the county mound. 
All. the c o ~ s s l o n e r s  would get together, if they could, and then the o i l  

12see addenda item 114. 



people would come and put i n  bids.  They'd ask, "How m n y  mile$ do 
you have tha t  you 're golng t o  o i l  t h i s  yem?" You know, we had t o  
o i l  what we could by the taxes we had every time. We couldn't o i l  
the whole township at once. I think we were four years oiling the 
township. They would come and submlt bids.  Well, then the cormis- 
sloners would accept sombody's bid tha t  was the most reasonable, 

They gave you the low-down on the o i l ,  the specif ic  g a v i t y  and 
those thing, you know, tha t  we d idn ' t  know anythirlg about. ( l w s )  
Nevertheless, they came with it, loaded, because they expected us 
t o  have an attorney on the job. We never did, t ha t  I remrrber of,  
have an a t t o r n ~ y .  They jus t ,  the E n ,  foxed it themselves. 

Then, the o i l  would be supplied t o  the townshlp i n  tanks s t i l l1  boil- 
1%. They'd draw it out of a r e to r t .  They got It a t  P a m  most of 
the  time. It would be shipped over here in a tankcar, or  they would 
bring in b ig  tarktrucks, and It would st111 be boiling. Well, they d 
run It Into the dis t r ibutor .  There was a mn at Morri nv i l l e  n m d  . . . 
hum . . . I dldnf t think I would ever forget his name .'? He oi led 
roads so long . . . Well, he f i t t e d  h b e l f  t o  o i l  the county and 
the other counties. He boumt the equipment t o  do It with. Tanks, 
on trucks, you h o w ,  and t o  spread it properly. 1 can't think of h i s  
name; mybe I w i l l  before we're through. Arid, he would always be there 
and bid at  the sane time on what he would get out of spreading it. And 
they had t o  make two payments at the same t*. 

Well, there was one place tha t  I had t o  be ready t o  take some notes t o  
keep t rack of what we agreed t o .  Usually the town clerk did, but If he 
couldn't be there, why, he'd turn over h i s  books t o  m. 

Q. How about bridging i n  the township? Were you involved i n  any bridges? 

A. No. The s t e e l  bridges were beghning t o  come i n  and so was concrete. 
The l i t t l e  culverts they began pu t the ;  i n  wi l th  just concrete. Take a 
b l g  t l l e  and l ay  It thmu& there and then cover it with concrete so it 
wouldn't break through.. And they did qulte a l o t  of pret ty  good-size 
streams that  way a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on when they could get big  t i l e  1Zke so, 
you know, and they'd just bu i ld  on up above them. 

The conmissioner had t o  levy enough mney out of taxes t o  take c z e  of 
such thlngs as tha t .  He t r i e d  to .  I f  he could see it acoming. 'Ihese 
brldges would be applled for ,  a year ahead usually. I-Ie would know what he had 
t o  do and about what they'd cost. There was a man m d  Challaconls, 
C-H-A-&&A-C-0-WB, i n  Hlllsboro, who was J_n the s t e e l  bridge busbess 
and wherever t h e p  was a s t e e l  bridge l e t t l ng ,  he was always there,  and 
he seldom fa i led  t o  get It. I never saw hlm b d b e  anybody but  T Mow tha t  
he did. I ' m  s a t i s f i ed  tha t  he did, because he almost always got It. 
There 'd be other s t e e l  n m ,  but they had t o  haul it too far. See, be just 
brought It from Hiillsbom . 

'he. Alkrmn l a t e r  ident l f led  th f s  man as Louie March. See addenda 
item 115 f o r  verbatim t ex t .  



And Challacorrb put In a rimer of bridges, He had, well, l e t ' s  see . . . 
Well, I can't t e l l  you how many he had i n  t h l s  township. They were single  
span, mst of them. Just  b u i l d  up a concrete wall and put steel gLrders 
across, but we called it a s t e e l  bridge. Well, a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, they 
put floors under those girders and poured compete In there and done away 
with the s t e e l  bridge business, had concrete brldges. 

I 've  seen the country develop pret ty  near fiom the corduroy days. Djld 
you ever r ide  on corduroy? (lams) 

Q. No, sir. 

A. Where they took poles and put them In the mud holes, cross wws. Put 
them about t h l s   fa^ apart and tmp them down in the mud and you'd go drlv- 
In@; over them. aRUaRUaRU. (laughter) 

Q, Really bounce you along. 

A. But you could get through places tha t  way, a swale of some kind. You'd 
get two@ them tha t  you couldn't get through t o  save your l i f e  i f  they 
didn't  do it.  

Q. I understand tha t  one of the f i r s t  pavLn@;s on the west end of Waggoner), 
as you go out of town, was corduroy at one tlm. 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  ri&t. That was. The fir& oi l In@ s tar ted  at the edge 
of Waggoner and corn t h i s  way and went west, each way a ha l f  a mile. F i r s t .  
That was the f i r s t  thing. Then of course, they began spreading out a l i t t l e  
farther, and a l i t t l e  far ther .  Well, then Wamner don't go too far and 
they h i t  Macoupin, you know. Well, then they got in cooperation with Macoupin 
and got them t o  m e t  at the county lilne, and we oi led t o  the comty l lne .  
So, that  helped clear  across t o  Carllnville and Nilwood, and over t o  [hI&way] 
nuxrber 4. 

Q. Were there any large corduroy roads put i n  i n  P i t m  Township tha t  you 
how of? 

A. No, not large. They wouldn't be over, oh, say, two hundred yards long. 
Just through a l i t t l e  place. Of course, when tha t  dried up dyld you dmve 
over those logs ( l auas )  a l l  s m r ,  It was worse than going . . . ( l a m s )  
But we were so glad t o  have them I n  there when we needed t o  get across. 

You know there  used t o  be a catty-comered mad went in to  Liltchfleld from 
this direction. D i d  you ever t rave l  it? 

Q. No, sir, 

A. Well, it did and I saw It one t b  dug out with t rac tors ,  a f t e r  they 
got t rac tors ,  that  a t r ac to r  wouldn't h u d l y  show above it. It just  dug 
that  c lear  out. And tha t  was one place tha t  had always been corduroyed 
and they t r i e d  t o  find a so l id  foundation someplace there.  But it wasn't 
there, it was jus t  seepy and, as keep as they went, they s t i l l  was i n  a 
seep. And there was one t r ac to r  stood there the whole blessed winter, right 
In the d d d l e  of the road. He w a s  stuck t lgh t  as a jug and none of the 
others could get in near him t o  p u l l  him out. He l e t  the water out of It 
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and It stayed there a l l  winter. 

Q The Street  Gate Cornpamy i n  Litchfleld used t o  provide a l o t  of gates 
around here. D i d  you ever own aqy of the Street  g t e s ?  

A. Never did, but I h e w  about them and lmew about the factory. Had 
been out there different times and watched them work and they were a 
good @tc. I wondered that; there weren't mzle of them used, but fellows 
could take planks--those days you could buy cypress lwnber In  the lwrber- 
yard and cypress is  very las ty ,  as you probably how,  and they would 
build t h e i r  own gates out of that  much cheaper than they could buy. Then 
they learned t o  put them on a s l ide  so they could open them easi ly  and 
swlng them around any direction they wanted t o ,  pret ty  near. Most of the 
gates i n  the township were wooden gates; only the Street  gate, a few fellows 
had them. 

And there was a--the old man that  l ived r i @ t  at the end of the Waggoner 
mad, s e t t l e d  there.  His naw was Westerheid. He went t o  the fair one 
year and bought a c a t t l e  gate, l i ke  they used i n  the West. You know what 
they were l ike .  Ties, o~ t m e r s ,  se t  about tha t  far apart and that  high 
f r o m  the bottom and c a t t l e  wouldn't go across them a t  a l l .  You drove right 
across them with your automobile. 

Q. Laid out Into the gruund, se t  i n to  the ground. 

A. Yes. Yes, you jus t  drove ri&t across them. Well, there w a s  a fellow 
I n  Springfield at the  f a i r  that  year tha t  had them tha t  you could spread 
i n  your own gate. They were bevelled s t e e l .  Mke t h a t ,  you know, come up 
here. You jus t  laid them so f a r  apart .  You dldntt have t o  dig under them. 
Cattle wouldn't mnkey with it. They woulCnlt get on them. They didn't  
l i ke  tha t  sharp pa.rt, you know. And, he b o w t  one. I seen it i n  h i s  gate. 
You'd drlve r lght  over it with anythlng you had t o  drive over it, you how.  

It was at his barn l o t  and he had s ix ty  head of milk cows and when he 
could drive them over it, I thought it was a wonderm thlng. So, I went 
down t o  see hlm and 1 said,  "I cam down t o  see your c a t t l e  @te here. " 
'Well, 'I he says, " I ' m  @ng t o  t e l l  you r ight  on the start tha t  J wouldn't 
buy another one. I woulc3n1t have one I f  they grlve It t o  me." And I says, 
"You wouldn't?" And he says, "No, I wouldn't." He says, "They're not mde. 
They won't l a s t  a year. The f i r s t  thing you know, those p o h t s  f l a t t e n  out 
and c a t t l e  go r ight  over them." So, he says, ''Stay off  of them." And I 
took h i s  advice. (laughter) 

I wanted one r ight  here a t  the mad because I kept sheep amund the place 
here and it wou.ld have been so nice t o  have kept sheep out of the Wdy and 
l e t  people drive i n ,  too. As It w a s ,  I had an eighteen foot gate and (laughs) 
Doc Hayes, he used t o  give me a cussing every t lme he had t o  cross it. He 
sald tha t  w a s  the worst a t e  he Id ever run  Into. 

Q. L e t t s  see, you were a director  of the bank fo r  a while, then, were you? 

A. Yes, I served I don't know how many yearn, but qy wife got t o  o b j e c t i w  
t o  being lef't alone so rrruch. When the bank fa i lures  were taking place all 
over the country, well, I was i n  u n t i l  rmldnlght four d&ts  a week, at leas t ,  
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fighting those fellows. That was awf'ul crooked. They had a bmch of 
real robbers up In  Springfield. Nothing else. They closed banks tha t  
didn't  need t o  be closed at a l l .  

One of the fellows they sent down here. We hgd some good mrtgpges on 
this Wnd of land. Not overly heavy. He took our case and come to those 
mortgages and sald,  "Throw them outdoors . I 1  I Says, "Young man, that land 
w i l l  be here long a f t e r  you're dead and gone." And I says, "It'll be 
worth just  as much then as it is now. That ' s  the best thing that you can 
put your money in .  " 'Wasn't wor%h a d m , "  he sald, "couLdntt cash it. 
Couldn't tu rn  it Into cash. " I says, 'We don1 t want t o  turn it h t o  cash. 
We want it as an investmnt ." L fought with tha t  fellow every n5.@t fo r  
three n l@ts .  He was detemnlned t o  throw them out.  Well, i f  he had, he'd 
of taken them, see. He was just a crook Porn the ground up, 

END OF TAPE 

A. He caused the two m n  t o  shoot themelveg in Famwrsville. Took a l l  
t h e i r  good paper and just  l e f t  them flat.  The d l d y  bugger ought t o  have 
been i n  the pen. But he w a s  a pol i t ic ian .  

Q. When was th i s?  I n  the early days of the Depression? 

A, Well, no, it was i n  1918, i f  I ~rnerrber r ight .  When the banks were 
a l l  c l o s h g .  Waggoner was the only bank tha t  stayed open between Litchfield 
and Springfield. 

Q. Oh, Is that  r ight?  

A. That I s  the truth. Only one tha t  stayed open. We had a good p ro f i t  
reserve pi led and sore good mortgages, as I t e l l  you, by f i@t ing  f o r  
them and we jus t  fou@t  them out u n t i l  they gave it up. So, Wammer 
went through it. Divernon had a bank; and F a m m v l l l e ,  two banks; an 
Glenann, up there,  had a bank. Every one of them tha t  b w e r  shut up. P4 

Q. And t h l s  was ri@t at the end of World W a r  I, was i t ?  

A. I Wess it was because f t  was i n  the deepest pa r t  of the Depression, 
you mow. You couldn't borrow mney anywhere, The b ig  banks were a l l  
holding it. In S t .  Louis, Chlcago, and e v ~ ~ e r e .  They wouldn't take 
anything. They jus t  were saving t h e i r  own hldes is what they were doing. 
And they were smart; t ha t  they did because they had t o  be the  p~~undwork 
when we s t a r t ed  off agaln. They had t o  be the groundwork, or? the backing 
of it. 

1 ~rrm&er  one t lm. Cap Williamson was the president of the bank and I 
kept wanting him t o  put out more money, loan It out, get somc in teres t  on 
It. He says, "How would you l ike  t o  go down t o  our bank tha t  we trade with 
at the stockyards, the Stockyard Bank of S t .  Lmls, and talk t o  them fellows?" 

"Mr. AilmEUi l a t e r  agreed tha t  t h l s  would have been i n  the 1930 Is. 
See addenda Item 116 f o r  verbatim t ex t .  
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I says, "I 'd  love to ."  And he sqys, "Haw about the rest of you directors ,  
w i l l  you go If I shut up the bank tomorrow and take you down there?" 
They all agreed, so he l e f t  It In the hands of the cashler, you know, 
and we got In hls car and he took us down there.  That's the first tW 
I ' d  ever gone thm@ a bank and knew what they came up against in the 
blg banks. 

I went t o  a s k h g  tha t  p e s i d e n t  questions and he was l i k e  the Farm Bureau 
m. He w a s  smrt enoum tha t  he wouldn't say yes or  not t o  anything. 
He Id say, 'Well, l e t  I s  go i n  that  department. I '  I asked him about bonds. 
'Well, l e t  's t o  tha t  departmnt . " Well, we went- over t o  tha t  depaY.tmnt. 
'lNow,ll he says, ' 'this marl wants t o  know about what youf ve got in bonds. " 
Well, he'd lay out a wapnload there, r ight  in f'ront of me, you h ~ w ,  
and says, "That s what I m dealing i n  right now, but I 'm not s a y h g  tha t  
I rn ping t o  keep them fo r  a t im . 'I He had school bonds, municipal bonds, 
and a l l  klnds, and the  president turned t o  me and he says, "I 've got a 
man in Texas buylng every school bond tha t  they issue, ri@t now. If I 
can do it.'' And so, he took us throu& that .  bank u n t i l  I ' d  seen what it 
looked like and what they were up against. He says, "You're n o t t h e  only 
one that  ls hunting a place t o  loan your money. " He says, 'Wetre hmting,  
too. " So, we d l b ' t  get anythhg out of the t r i p ,  only experience . Nothing 
m r e  . 
Q. Who were some of the other people involved with the bank at tha t  time? 

A.  Ed F i t e .  You h e w  Ed, d idn  ' t you? 

Q. No, sir. 

A. There was  . . . Oh, what's tha t  fellow's name? He jmt  died . . . 
Q. That I s n ' t  Doc F l t e?  

A. Doc! It was h i s  father.  And he was a fine, honest man. And then 
there was Nick Boehler, Old Nick, and . . . Ed Browning. I expect you 
knew him. 

&. Yes, sir. 

A. Ed Browning . . . Oh, who e lse?  We had fZve directors . . . Oh , 
yes. Walter Klaus. I don't suppose you h e w  him. He l ived over toward 
Nilwood. He was a very successf'ul f a m r  and a mod bwhess head. He 
made a good man on the board. We had a worklng board, tha t  worked together. 
There wasn't any hee-hawlng o r  see-sawing about It. We a l l  worked together 
good. 

Well, I s t a r t ed  to t e l l  you why I got out. I had ten  shares of stock. You 
had t o  own tha t  much t o  bc e l ig ib le  t o  be a &rector. i'Q wlfe began t o  
complaln so  b i t t e r l y  about being l e f t  alone of a nl&t so  much of the t h e .  
She wasn't afraid.  She wasn't timid. But she just  got so lonesome, you 
mow. I ' d  be gone all day a t  something, o r  i n  the f i e l d  o r  out away from 
here, and she hardly saw m, jus t  a t  the table  Is about a l l .  And she corn 
pl.ained so b i t t e r l y .  She says, "You've jus t  got t o  get out of it. 'l And I 
says, "Wc11, I'm g o h g  t o  make a t r y . "  Well, election t lm c a m  up and I 
to ld  them I didn't want t o  serve any more. 'They never paid no m r e  a t ten t ion  



Bert Allxman 291 

t o  it than i f  I hadn't said anything. Just  went r ight  ahead and put 
IE i n .  

So, there was a fellow c a m  Into the country ri&t about t ha t  time 
ase l l ing  coal o i l  burning ref r igwators .  Did you ever see them? Or 
hear of them? 

Q. No, sir. 15 

A. They were a posit ive success. B m e d  coal oil1 and they were a 
perfect rcfr ipprator  and the two Griff i th  boys, there,  took the agency. 
They caw rigbt out t o  see i f  I didn't--I was wanting a ref'rigerator 
but didn ' t  f e e l  like paying the prices they had on them, you knoW. But 
I said,  t o  the boys, I says, "Well., I 'll t e l l  you what 1'11 do. I'll 
buy t h i s  thing i f  you ' l l  take a share of stock In here at what I gave 
for  It. Bank stock. 'I "Well, they says, ' h e ' l l  do t h a t .  I' So, I only 
had t o  pay out a l i t t l e  blt of cash, you lo?ow. 

Brought that  how. And, when I went In and demanded tha t  stock t o  turn 
over, they jus t  threw a f i t .  Oh, yes. Cap got plurrb mad. I says, "I 'm 
resiplnp;. I t  I-Ie says, "You can't  do it. I' I says, "Yes, I 11 s h m  you. 
You bring tha t  stock out here and I'll sign it over t o  these boys and 
then I ' m  writ ing out my resignation. I 've  l is tened t o  my wife as long 
as I ' m  going t o  and I ' m  qui t t ing.  I '  I says, " I ' m  not sore at any of you 
o r  got anything a m s t  you. 1'11 help i n  m y  way I can but I ' m  q u i t t h g . "  
I says, "1 asked you t o  not e lcc t  m. " Well, oh, they were peeved. Emmtt 
Brubaker kind of holds it against me yet.  He was cashier. Cap was president. 

So, I got out of it. And the Gr i f f l th  boys hung on t o  tha t  stock and 
H e m  t o l d  me, last f a l l  I was i n  there one day and he says, "You how 
that  share of stock we bou@t of you f o r  tha t  refri&rator"--that was the 
only refrigerator they sold. He says, "You know that  shase of stock we 
got fmm you?" And I says, "Yes." He says, "You know, we got $916 out of 
tha t ,  all to ld .  Dividends and all ." He says, "The best hvestmnt  we ever 
made. I' 

So, w e l l ,  I hung on t o  the other stock un t i l  Dorothy b e p  wanting t o  work 
i n  the bank. I was detemnined she should because she was plenty capable 
and. I wanted her i n  therbe. So, I went down . . . jus t  give her an optlon 
on the stock and sold 3.t at l e s s  than It was worth. I sold her the nlne 
shares. No, I had ten  shares by tha t  t lm because they'd issued y h a r e ,  
one share f o r  ten  shmes . They'd issued a new share, 1 had ten. So, 
I sold her the ten  sh-es and I says, "Now, I want Dorothy In  here as one 
of the mubcrs of the bank." And they l is tened t o  E. They put her r ight  In. 

&. mat other businesses were there i n  Wa@;@;oner i n  those days? 

A. Well, there was the two stores  and the elevator. The famn bmlness 
was the  m a h  thing. There was an awful l o t  of mney loaned t o  famners. 

15see addenda item 117. 

''see addenda item 118. 
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They bomwed mney t o  buy c a t t l e  and they borrowed money for,  oh, 
l o t s  of thlngs. I w a s  astonished when I went in and sat in on the 
f i r s t  d i ~ c t o r s '  me t ing  and seen what they were borrow- mney on 
and how much they bomowed, and so on. Even Tom Taylor, with all the 
].and he w a s  famdng, he was borrowing mney, They'd borrow it and 
have it a year and then pay i f  of f ,  don1 t you see? If they d2drivt 
need it the  next ye=. 

Q. Who was mnnhg the two stores? 

A. A t  that  t k  there w a s  Charlie Norvell. Well, Bob Rice was at the 
time I went Into the bank--because he was a director  and he mde them 
take him off of the board so that they 'd have t o  put m in. And, they 
put IE i n  in h l s  place. Bob w a s  a hardware man and a r e a l  good one. 
And then, Charlie Norvell ran the grocery s tore  and he was a p o d  grocery- 
rran. I think your mother worked in M s  s tore  some, at one t b ,  clerked 
there.  I ' m  p ~ t t y  sure she did, when she was f h s t  out of school. She 
made a dandy clerk.  She was wide awake, 1'11 t e l l  you. 

There w a s  a lmberyard there at that time, too, but It belonged t o  . . . 
Oh, the Baker chain of luheryards  and they were t rying t o  get out f'rom 
under it. They couldn't s e l l  enough lwrber there,  i n  the l i t t l e  yard 
of tha t  s ize,  t o  pay fo r  keeping the man. They had t o  pay a m a hundred 
or  be t t e r  a month t o  s tay there,  you bow. So, they c m  t o  the elevator 
people and proposed that  we  buy the lwberyard. Well, that  buildlng a- 
long the railroad, you how, was the lwberyard. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

A. Well, it rather  appealed t o  r~ because it w a s  so handy t o  m In  
there and get lwrber when you needed It. Derby was the c h a i m  of the 
bowd and I was s e c r e t q  of the elevator bomd and we said that we would 
c a l l  the ent Ire mrrberhship in and they had t o  decide it. We wouldnl t decf de 
it. We wouldn't take tha t  b ig  a responsibiLllty. And so w e  called a special  
me t ing  and called In the en t i re  board. Every f a m r  tha t  had any In teres t  
there at a l l ,  he come, because they diidnlt wan t  t o  get i n  the lwx3ser bushess. 
DeAy and I, I guess, wcre the only two tha t  wanted it .  (laughs) 

Tney cam i n  and Derby mde a t a l k  t o  them In apenlng the meting and they 
voted on it. They voted. secret ba l lo t  and 1 took the ba l lo ts  up and t a l l i e d  
them and then they asked t o  hem from E. So I got up a,nd to ld  them tha t  it 
suited me a l l  r igh t .  I says, "Now, there I s  no 111 feelings, whatsoever. " 
I says, "Derby and I wanted the vote of the entiire merrbership and what you 
decided i s  what we ' re  going t o  agree t o  and we '11 go accordingly. So, " I 
says, "you fellows don1 t need t o  f e e l  tha t  we're offended I n  m y  way f r o m  
your voting it down. I says, "Suits me a l l  r l @ t .  " 
Well, then they mved the lmrberyard e i the r  t o  Farmrsvi l le  o r  Morrisonvllle 
and mved it out. 

Q. Where did you hold tha t  rreetlng? 

A. In the  town ha l l .  
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Q. The same town h a l l  that they ' re  using now? 

A. Yes. It w a s  b d l t  at tha t  tire. It was a f t e r  the f i r e .  

Q. Who was nmnlng the post office at tha t  tlw? 

A. Well, I ' m  pret ty  sure Raymond Bmwning was. He Is been there a long 
time. k w n d  went in to  the bank. When he cam out of school he wanted 
t o  get Into something, and Ed Browning and I were good filends and I 
said,  "I don't see why Raymnd wouldn't be a good sran t o  put in t he  bank." 
I sa id  tha t  t o  Browning. Well, tha t  t ickled him t o  death. Re wanted him 
there. And I says, "Well, l e t  Is see what we can do. '' So, we went t o  work 
and the r e s t  of them didn ' t  f ind any fault. They needed the t h l r d  m, 
you how, and they voted it i n  and took him r imt in. Well, Raymnd 
learned banking and he worked there mt i l  he got up t o  the cashier% job. 

Then the post off ice job cam . . . B i l l  . . . B i l l  Lewis was the post- 
master a t  tha t  t im. And B i l l  dled and the post off ice was t o  take over 
and so Raymnd quit  the bank and went over w d  @t tha t .  And he 's  made 
a very wealthy rran out of h i m e l f .  (laughs) 1 expect he's the richest 
rmn i n  Waggoner. 

Q. Oh, i s  tha t  sl@t? 

A. Oh, I'm satlsffed of it. 

Q. From the post off ice business? 

A. Well, from his Investroents and then he hetred. He heired fmm Ed 
Browning, h i s  grandfather, you how, and Ed Gerlach, too, h i s  m t h e r ' s  
fa ther .  He hcired from two of them, and so, I don't have the l eas t  
idea . . . Tnea, too, he took on the treasury of the schoolbomd When 
they got a hi& school, why, he took that jab and it p d d  a salaryi7 and 
he 's  been iln tha t  job every since. I think he 's  the t reasurer  of t ha t  yet.  
I don't know. I haven't paid any at tent ion l a t e ly ,  but I rather  think he is. 

So, Raymnd was a good man. He's sober and industrious. His wlfe ta&t 
school all tha t  time. I can't  see any reason why they're not the r ichest  
people i n  Wagoner. And he ' s  s t i l l  q j  friend. ( l a m s )  

Q. Didn't Bill1 k w l s  run a grocery s tore? 

A. Yes, and a post off ice corrbined, and he had Sadk as a clerk and she 
was a s t m .  My, she was good. He had H a n y  Wagnes as a butcher. Bill 
run it as long as he w a s  able to .  There was something wrong with t ha t  
family. They both had kidney trouble. He and Bmdy both died of kidney 
dilsease. Both Tlne E n .  I t h o w t  an awful l o t  of both of them. And 
Brady did l o t s  of work f o r  me. When he came back f r o m  the service, he 
took hls mney and bought som trucks and be did trucking for the f a m m  
mound here. Anythhg he could get t o  do, you know. Finally he got so,  

17see addenda item 119. 
































































































































































































