
I r PREFACE 
i 

This m~ll?uscript is t he product of a tape-reco~ded interview conducted 
by PWy Ann Dillon For the Oral History Office on July 10, 1974. MaYy 
Ann Dillon traulscrlbed the tape and edited the transcript.  mhw D. 
Clough reviewed the transcript.  Occasionally Eva Clough, M r .  Clough's 
s i s t e r ,  entered in to  the conversation. The l e t t e r s  E. C .  identify her. 

Arthur D. Clough w a s  born on a farm south of Donnellson, 11linois, on 
January 16, 1897. pe continued t o  l ive  on t h i s  famn un t i l  September 
of 1974 when he and h i s  two sisters sold the farm and mved in to  
Donnellson. They ve made t he i r  l iving by farming, raising the i r  own 
vegetables, eggs, p ul try,  and un t i l  the last few years, providing the i r  
own milk, butter,  c eese and meat. M r .  Clough has been a beekeeper 

horses. 

i 
since 1916. He is  a practicing natural is t  and an avid bird watcher. He 
b o w t  h i s  first t rac tor  i n  1959. Until that time he was farming with 

Readers of t h i s  ora l  history memoir should bear in mind that  it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, narrator and 
the edi tor  sought t o  preserve the informl ,  conversational s ty le  that 
is inherent i n  such his tor ica l  sources. Sangamon State University is  
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for  the 
views expressed therein; these are  fo r  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and ci ted fkeely. It m y  not be 
reproduced in whole in part by ~J-IY m e w ,  electronic or mechanical, 
without permission from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, S I l l ino i s ,  62708. 



Art;kaul Clough, July : 10, 1974, Donnellson, Illinois. 
Mary Ann Dillon, IntewSewer. 

Q. You just t e l l *  whatever you can member that your parents told you 
as far back as you &an remember. 

A. Now, our =eat-pndparents on w father's side of the family, they 
came f'rm Scotland. ' 

1 
Q. Oh, they did? I 
A. Frcgn Scotland, And, my Great-grandmother Clam was Irish, she came f'rm 
hm* Her m +m OtComr. 

Q. How did they ge over here? t 
A. Well, they cone (by boat. There was no other way then. 

Q, Arad. then how did they get t o  Illinois? 

A. They cane In a covered w o n .  

Q. Did they? 

Eva - Clou@;h. - I ' 11 g$t out of here. 

Q. I want t o  talk o you later  though, okay? t 
E.C. No, I d m ' t  1 ~ 1 1 m a k e a m s s .  Thattape's 
expensive and I'd 

Q o  No, no, you wouldn't. 

E.C. Well, I don't want t o  do that. 

Q. A l l  right, well, I v l l t a l k  to  you later. 

A. The only thing I asked her to  do, I said I wanted her to  either 
take it over or not be correcting me what I ' m  saying. (laughter) 

E.C. Well, I v l l g e t  out; I've got work I can do. 

.Q. Okay, you go ahead. 

A. 'well, I've not got the correct dates when they came to this country, 
I couldn't t e l l  you that, but it was back, oh I iulaglne in the early 
1880%. My Great-graxlfather H i l l  come Dam KentucQ and he was born in 



Q. Did you how him? 

A, No, he died about 1881 and I wasn't born till 1897. So herd been 
dead fifteen, twenty years, probably, before I was born. I never 
h e w  hlm. 

Q. Well, who was it that came here t o  this farm? 

A. Well, my grandfatherrs the one that built this house and se t t led  this 
place here. But my pat-grandfather  entered it first fmn the govempnent. 

Q. Do You know what ! year tha t  was? 

A. Let f s  see, ~bou$ 1876, sanewhere near that. 

€2, How naany acres w$re there? 

A. They was twenty acres. Wlt since then they's been added t o  the farm, 
spread out here and made forty acres. And then my mother bought twenty acres 
of tlmber and made it sixty acres t o  the f m .  But or- the fam 
was only twenty acres, just  a l i t t le  s t r i p  through here; twenty acres where the 
house was built .  And this part of the house, the main part, was bu i l t  
in 1878 and it was bq i l t  a l l  of m e s o t a  white pine. Frame and everything, 
s 5 . m  and a l l  was bq i l t  with m e s o t a  white pine. You can't purchase that  
now at m y  price, can get western pine, Ponderosa and al l  of them 
western pines, f3.r a l l  that, but you can't get that ldnd of m t e r i a l  
l i ke  this was bui l t  

Q, It real ly looks like a sturdy house. 

A. Well, It's In need of repair pret ty bad. It's went down pretty bad. 

Q. What are the f loors  rnade of? 

A, The floors? Now I don't know for  sure, I tbink it's more on the yellow 
pine order; it's not f a sor t  texture of wood like the fk,amework. 

Q. Okay,  now te l l  what you remember. The first that  you can remember. m;l 
A. Well, I can't reniember any M h e r  back than about, oh, around 1906. 

Q. How old were you then? 

A. I was about nine years old, sometthing l i k e  that. 

Q. And there was  yo^@ brother and your two sisters and you? 

A: Yes, I ' m  the y o w e s t .  

Q. Is your brother the oldest? 

A. Yes, ny brother was the oldest ; he died back ove: r a year ago. He was 



83. He was born h 1890, And rrly s i s te r  that's in the nursbg home i n  
Bvbg, ahe was born itn 1892 the one that 's  living here with me, i n  
1894. And I was  born In 1897. 

What w a s  your moiherla ard your father's names? 

My father's name was Andrew k b c y  C l a u g h .  

How do you spell  his middle name? 

 EL-A-N-C-Y. t t l s  ~ Q T  middle nam, 

What was your mo her's name? 

Nancy Dorm. 

Oh, that 's  an unusual name. 

Nancy DorFnda. 

That 1s a pretty name. Did you have t o  help with the farming? 

Yes, I helped wiQh the fanning. 

When you w e r e  lititle? 

I helped with the farming. A l w a y s  lived here on the place and I helped 
with the farming. WIG the last two yeas ,  why, I've not farmed any. 

Q, You farmed with horses when you w e r e  a child? 

A. Most principally,' yes. The last fif teen years I fmed with a tractor. I 
Q. oh you did, oh, see. ~t cmps did you plant? 

A, Why, we st of that th, we planted corn, oats. And not 
much wheat. And why, we planted soybeans. But we never 
spent very much and thhgs like that. And that wasn't c o w  
mon practice ww, the farmers didn't use mdern methods 
l ike  they do now. 

Q. Did you have livestock? 

A. A few. Never did, we never did keep livestock t o  amount t o  any'~hLng. 
We used t o  keep a few hogs, and we done our own slaughtering and had our 
own mat, cured own mat here on the fm, 

A, Well, it's not difficult way of doing it; Very slmple. Now, 
we killed our hogs took and scalded thern,cleaned the hogs, scrapped 
them and everything. Then we took and hung them up and dressed them and 
then we  cut the meat up ard all. O f  course, like the hear% and l iver  and 
a l l t h t ,  we used that up; and the spare ribs and all of that, we used 



first. men the sides went into bacon, And the hams and shoulders and 
all  of that were cut up and cured. And they were packed in a box i n  salt, 
just dry salt, and left there for, oh, maybe two weeks or  so, then it was 
taken out. 

Then these pieces of meat were t a k e n 4  we used the Fron kettle,  old- 
fashioned iron k e t t l  , outside the house and we took and f i l l ed  that up 
with water and get t t water almost boillng hot. We clipped the meat- 
what we rnade bacon t of and the hams and the shoulders-we dipped 
that into that hot t e r  and we rFnsed that all, that took a l l  that off. 
Arzd then we took and after we done that,  why, we took and put Borax all 
arcmd on the meat, 1 specially the hams or shoulders . . . 
Q. Put w h a t  on i t ?  

A. Borax. ! 

Q, Borax, oh. What did that do? 

A. That keeps out what they call the skippers. There's a ldnd of a 
l i t t l e  insect that would lay eggs in round there and would start l i t t l e  
worms t o  worldng 4y1 . And you put Borax ar& there; and then we 
also used pepper, pu pepper on it. Then we took and hung it up in the 
smokehouse and then e bui l t  f b e  under this meat, there, out of hickory 
wood, and smoked the meat. We didn't have this here prepamd smoke 
l ike  you buy now. Y 1 can just buy it i n  packages, m k e d  salt, and 
just rub it on the Mat, you know. Bat way back in them times. . . . 
There's nothing that can take the place of it for good flavor. 

Q. Yes, i t 's very good. How long did you smoke i t ?  

A. Well, about a week, Yes, samething l ike  a week. 

Q, You kept the f i r e  going a l l  that time? 

A. No, did through the day but not at night. Wets atsaid t o  r i sk  
it. It was a very ccpmn practice for  people t o  hang thei r  meat over 
the fire, and smt+s t h a t r l l  drop down and get in the f h .  I knew 
of neighbors los t  t h  ir house and everything and al l  t h e b  property. 
Because the m k e h  e was johed onto the kitchen; it got a f i r e  and burnt 
them out ccanpletely. Everything they had. And we always took the f ire 
out at night and the d we'd start it i n  the mrning, and then we'd watch 
it pretty close. Wle ycru d m l t  want this f i r e  t o  bum hot, you want it 
just a smldering fire. Just the smoke. If it makes heat, it w i l l  spoil 
your meat. That heat w i l l  go up into your mat and it'll get too hot. 

Q. Oh, I see. Did you ever butcher a beef? 

A, No. My father b t chered one, one the, but I was going t o  school 
and I wasn't to home They butchered a beef. Just one was a l l  I remember. 
Eht they used to but 4 her hogs, four or f ive hogs. 

Q, Haw a d  they keep the meat, the beef, f'resh? 



A. Well, we had t o  cure it;! We couldnTt do l ike  we do now; didn't have 
deep-f'reezers or  not- llke that, l i ke  they do now. And the  fresh meat, 
w e  had to  w e  it up, O f  course i f  it was cold weather, we'd leave it out in 
the mkehouse and 1 'd freeze up i f  it was cold weather. But during the 
winter months, why, e had t o  use the meat up, what you called the fresh 
meat l i ke  the spare bs and the l ive r  and heart and things like that, 
we had t o  use that  1 up withln a few days. Just put salt on it and 
keep It a while but o t  irery long, If it come a w m  tlme, a foggy 
warm time Fn the win er, why, you had t o  watch any msh meat because you 
couldn't keep it. i; 
Q. What about sausa$e? Did you make sausage? 

A. Yes, we made sausage, 

Q. Did you make i t ?  

A, Well, they used-they take and giw the meat. Now, they'd take w h a t  
they call the tenderJoin, that 's  that  there meat that's around the . . . it 's 
the choke meat, Yo~+fve heard tenderloin, you bow. That's choice meat. 
If you buy that on tQe -kt, why, I don't know just  what the price would 
be on it, but it's h&h-priced, They took and ground that up, It's lean 
meat, and they took qnd gram that  up, We had a special Mil, a sausage 
m i l l ,  and we ground that all. And they turned it by hand, And when I 
was-I can mnmber Just as well-when I was, oh, just  l i t t l e ,  very -11, 
why, whenever they'd /butcher, why, at night then after they'd get all 
the butchering done,$hen they'd go t o  work and grhd the sausage. 

Well, all of us, a l l  our children and get around and we liked 
t o  watch them And they'd grind that  sausage and they'd 
get these put this meat, a f t e r  itT s ground, and 

ard put pepper on it, a certain amount. 
of meat you got; amount of pounds you've 

ramrber just how much it was, but 
they put so mch salt on it, They 

it . mix that  all up, and then they put sage i n  it. They put powdered sage in 

Q. Did you gind your own sage? Did you used t o  grow sage and then grind 
i t ?  

A. Oh yes, we produced our own sage. 

Q. What other herbs did you have? 

A, Well, the sage ard  the pepper and the salt's a l l  they put in it. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A. Now, we have it here, now. Sage. We've got it. 

Q. Oh, and you dry it and then ~ i n d  i t ?  

A. No. 



Q. You don't do that now? 

Q. I see. 

A. O u r s a g e i s a  had it i n  the garden out there ard  it 's all 
died out and web  got it now, but we've got quite a b i t  of it 
stored. You can hat for quite a while-providing that you leave 
it in the leaf. hey was a wcgnan over here at Litchfield she 
wanted t o  get a , that ' s a l o t  of sage, a pound of sage. (laugh- 
t e r )  And she want a pound of sage and she wanted it ground into 
fine powder, o r  ju so you could just sift it, you know, right 
fine, just Wce f l  st. Well, we ground it for her, I told her, I 
said, "You don't chow She said, "thy, why not?" and I a d ,  
!'Why, just a l i t t l e  bit of sage w i l l  go a long ways." And if you grm 
it, it don't make any difference, i f  you seal  that perfectly t ight  In a 
jar, it'll lose its. strength. . But it wmlt do that i f  you leave it in the 
leaf. If you want t o  keep it f'resh, leave the sage i n  the leaf,  

Q. I see. What did you grid it with? 

A. Just a ordinary food chopper. One of these l i t t l e  re@lzllar food 
choppers. You put on different kinds of dies on there f'rm what you do 
the mat so it '11 gird it fine. 

Q o  I see, Do you use aqy  other herbs? Do you g m w  ad dry any other 
herbs? 

A. No. Nothing but sage, That is, for the meat. 

Q. But what about for  other things? 

A. Well, I Just  couldntt answer that question definitely. ?@ s i s t e r  
probably would know more than I would about that. 

Q. Did you always take care of the garden, or did the girls take care 
of the garden? 

A. Oh, yes, I used to. When we'd raise potatoes, We used t o  ra ise  
potatoes, oh, sametintes sixty bushel of potatoes. 

Q. Oh, wha t  did you do with them? 

A. Why, we just give them away, some of them. We use lo t s  of potatoes 
on the f m .  We're strong on potatoes. We use more potatoes, pretty 
near, than anytMng else. I could eat potatoes three meals a day. 

Q. Me too, I l ike  tkm, Where did you store than? 

A. In a cellar, basement, under the house. We had big bins down there; 
we'd just f i l l  than fill of potatoes. We always sorted our potatoes over, 
and we had so many of them that, oh, i f  potatoes were the size of an egg 
or mer, we just throwed them out. We didn't use them. But we used just 



the choice of them because we had so many of than. There was no w k e t  
f o r  anythhg, much. We did a t  one time, along about 193O+my father was 
still  a l ive  then-we would sack up potatoes and take them and s e l l  them 
at the store. They would buy them back 2n them times; the mrchants 
would buy t h m  at the store. 

I remember one time cold weather, we sacked up, oh, I think about 
twenty bushel o r  so took them up there t o  the store. They could just  

, It's not like it is now, you can't s e l l  any 
put on the m k e t  now, got t o  go through super- 
back i n  the olden times, back when I can remember, 
produce cabbage, onions and tmatoes, just  
ables that  you raised in the garden. You could 
t o  our local  markets. But we can't do that. 

Q. Do you use insecdicides in  your m e n ?  

A, Scpne, We had to-the cabbage worms got pret ty bad on them and we just  
used Borax, but you can't use copper sulphate or  lead arsenic because 
that s poisonous. Anything that  you have t o  eat, you can't do that.  

Q. D i d  you raise c m t s ?  

A. No, not very much. That's sanething tha t  I don't care anything about, 
carrots, We never d2d ra ise  very many c m t s .  We used t o  ra i se  parsnips. 

Qo Oh you did. Well, how did you store those? 

A. We'd just  leave them 3n the garden. You don't use than until-they 
have t o  be froze. Y m  just  leave them in the garden and whenever you 
want a parsnip, i f  it comes a waym t b ,  go out and dig them while it 
thaws out. 

Q. Oh, you mean you leave them ln al l  winter long? 

A. Leave them in  al l  winter in the garden, they ' l l  winter through. Well, 
a c m o t  w i l l ,  too, t o  a great extent. But the one trouble with the 
carmts--we've found here-if you leave the c m t s  ln the garden through 
the winter, the r a b b i t s f l l  eat the crowns off f"r9m them. Rabbits like 
carrots . 
Q. Do you have raccoons around here? 

A. Oh yes, we have raccoons. One day I went out and I h e m  a racket 
in the commib. I went ard looked in there, and there was a couple of 
coons as i t t ing  i n  the corncrib about three-fourths grown, young ones. 
You see tracks a l l  arpund here. They get in the barn and they're all 
around. We never bot 

Q. Oh I Wce them, donvt you? 

A, They make a good pet. You take a young one, you can't tame an old one, 
but yau take a young one and you can just  tame them and they ' l l  just l ive 
i n  the house o r  anywhere. 
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Qo Oh really, did you ever have one fo r  a pet? 

A. No. I never did, no. 

Q. Did you ever have a dog here? 

A. We had one dog at one t h  and it was a pretty good dog, but people 
got t o  cc~nplaining on him. And other dogs would caw around and he'd get 
t o  running off with them and all, arrd wets afraid he'd get into sheep, you 
know, and do some damage. We kept him till he died and then-that was in 
1912. He lived t o  be sixteen years old and he died i n  1912, and we never 
had a dog since. 

Q. Did you have cats? 

A, Oh yes, we had cats. They got t o  be a nuisance. I never did take t o  
cats. You couldn't have a bird nest around o r  anythFng but what they 
was interfering with it, you know. 

Q. Do you have l o t s  ;of-birds out here? 

A. Oh yes, qui te  a qew. Now, that's one of the things tha t  I took great 
in teres t  in when I was a child @;rowing up. I love binls. Well, I take a 
in teres t  in natural history, anyhow. I naturally take t o  that. That's 
why I keep bees. I Like bees, I l ike  flowers and I l i ke  birds  and I l i ke  
t o  study the animal  life. 

I l ike  t o  study, also-I'm interested more o r  less in geology work, such as 
earth formations. I've studied, oh, not a whole l o t  but sane, on a l l  
these formations that they're d r i l l ing  through when they go down for 
oi l ,  you know. I used t o  know all them different-the steed, they c a l l  it 
the steed ard sand at 700 feet. The venose sand a t  YO0 fee t  and the 
Santa C l a F r  and then they go on down t o  the Devonian, it's 2,000 feet. 
And then the Trenton Ilme at 3,000 feet. And all that. I used t o  how, 
but that 's  getting away from me a good deal. 

They've started now, the rrajor o i l  ccarrpanies have star ted t o  importing o i l  
h Arabia, you know. That's where  our trouble is now. We've got b t o  
trouble with Arabia over there on account of way., and they stopped the 
importing of oil-well, it 's exporting of o i l 4  that's where ow, trouble 
is. I regret tha t  very much that they didn't develop o i l  in this country 
more. But the large companies, capitalists-I think we're go% t o  wake 
up t o  the fac t  tha t  capi ta l i s t s  a re  a hi-ce t o  the progress of this 
country at the present the. I think this country would be far ahead 
of what it 2s i f  we ed t o  our own business at home and didn't 
spend so much time foreign aid and all that.  We're spending so much t h e  
over there, on things we never will get back. 

Our conqessmn, Geo Shipley--I get l i t e ra tu re  fkom him-and he's very 
strongly against fore k aid. He says it 's all r ight  t o  a certain extent, 
but not t o  just give than bi l l ions  and billions, you how, 

Q. Now, t e l l  me abcut your b M s .  What kind of birds do you have around 
here? 
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A. Oh, we have a good many different kinds. Now, we feed the birds, 
Here in the winter we'll have cardinals, better known as red birds. 
The real name for them is mrdka l  grosbeak. You take the word gross, 
means large, you lawy. I thMc that's taken &am a German word. Gross 
beak. large beak. ow, we have among those large beak birds-canes 
d e r  the fbch fawd y, that's sparrows arad canaries and . . . i 
Q. Do you have wild canaries here? I 
A. Yes, American goldfinches. You see them around here. 

when they get seed in them. You see 
of times. 

Qo What do you feed them k the wintertime? 

A. We feed them, well, it's different kinds of birds. Now you take the 
finch fardly, the red birds or cardinals, and spamows and all of them, they 
eat ,gain principally. Eut we've got another kind of bird that belongs 
t o  the titmuse family aud they're the crested titmouse, chickadees. Then 
we also have the s. The downy, the little checkered one; 
and we have the ecker, looks very much the same only larger. 
And then we have e, a pretty good-sized one, almost big as a 
jaybird [blue jay look U e  what we used t o  ca l l  Dcrninique chick- 
ens, They're spec over. And then we've got another kind that's the 
regular redhead and they've got black and blue md white and 
d l  different colors on it. They're not a winter resident, as a rule. 
But occasionally there's a few stray ones stay here a l l  winter, but 
they're not as a male a winter resident; they're a summer. 

Now, i f  you study omitholog, birds, I've got books on a l l  of that. 
And the governtnent bulletins and al l .  If you study that, about these here 
different birds, why, they cane under classes. There's a class of percher 
bFrds and there's a class of, they came under the order of Passeres, now . , 

a l l  of this  is  clear beyond what ordinary people would know. 
I 

Q. Yes, I never he* of any of those things. Do you have a mocldngbird 
here? 

A, Yes, we ham m c  r irds. They's a p d r  around here. They stay here 
a l l  winter, most gen ally. Now, they was one stayed here all winter, 
last winter. You can t e l l  them, the different sex. The female sex, they're 
darker colored and t ir n-arJdngs are not near as brfght. When a 
mockingbird flys, why they klnd of spread their  wings, they go kind 
of this way when they fly, and they show white in the feathers. But while 
they're perched and all, why, that a l l  closes up, the feathers do, and 
you don't see much of that. They're a kind of a grayish color. Now, they 
belong t o  the thrush family. 

Q, What about cwls, 40 you have owls here? 

A. Not very many, We have these here what we cal l  screech owls, They're 
l i t t l e  owls, a d  you hear them sometimes out; ( M t a t e s  a screech owl) In 
the timber in the trees. But civilization is just c m ~  everything out, 



gradually, Our shore birds-there's a bullet in printed on that ,  
"Ow, Vanishing Shorebirdsu--that's plovers, ldlldees [killdeer], snipes of 

[extinct]. They don't 

season even on o w  

Q. What about deer, do you have than down there? ! 
A. Oh, deers, yes. I c m  out here one mmS.ng and seen about four of 
them. Thzy come r ight  up here by the yaYd and around. One nlght it was 
getting dark, and I'd been off with a man on a t r ip ,  we c m  in with a car 
and we cane out here and they w a s  ei&t out here in the f ield.  There's 
one thing that  I've never been able t o  see-they're shier-I never see a 
buck. They're hre.  I can te l l  t he i r  tracks. 

$, How can you t e l l  a buckT s tracks? I 
A, A buck makes a t ck, they look l i ke  a sheep track a whole lo t .  
They have the a v i d  @f hoof and they make a track that away. Well, on 
the back, just  back of the track here, theyTs w h a t  you c a l l  dew claws, kind 
of l ike  l i t t l e  hoofs back here. Well, whenever they bear down this way, makes 
two l i t t l e  dots back here, and the does don't have that. You never see that 
on a doe. Of course, we don't ever k i l l  the deem h here. I wouldn't k i l l  
a deer, I just love to watch them. Now, I have a pai r  binoculars here, 
and that's what I use for  wildl ife  study. They're not very powerful. You can 
see they magniw, though. 

Q. So tha t ' s  what you watch the birds with? 

A, Yes, I watch and study the birds with it and I watch the deem down 
here. You take and look through them that  way, a d  you watch the deers, 
pret ty soon they' l l  raise the l r  ears up and they ' l l  just  look at you, you know. 
You can just  see them through there just as plain. I saw-back north of our 
house, heule, is timber back in there-1's going down through there one time 
about this t h e  of year about a year ago, ard I saw a deer cane out in 
front of me, a doe. It went down the road a l i t t l e  ways ard went around 
the c w e  mound a h i l l .  Just  about tk time it l e f t ,  why, here corn out 
a l i t t le  fawn, the cutest l i t t le  fawn come out, and it Just twned around 
and looked at m, you know, ard then it turned and went off up through 
the brush, It was just  about tha t  high, [shows two feet]. Slimnest, trim- 
mest l i t t l e  thing. 

I see them sanetimes asowad out here in the east of us here about a mile. 
I was going t o  church one Sunday and I saw a doe ard  two fawns. Now, 
i t ' s  nothfmg uncormaon for them t o  be twins. Sanetimes theyTs only one, 
but i t 's very c m n  that they's twins. And, it's nothing uncorrnnan for 
a doe t o  fawn twLce a year. Wlt they're generally pret ty la te ,  and pret ty 
mu. 

Q, k the spring and the fall? 

A. Yes, about W c h ,  and then along about l a t t e r  part  of June o r  so, why, 
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they'll have another-you ca l l  them l i t t e r s  where they's two of them. I 
cbv t understand haw they ever get by with it. The dogs i s  awful bad i n  
here. They're running the deers, chasing the deers. We've had the game 
wardens in here and if we can find out whose dogs it is, therevs going t o  
be trouble. That's a1, Because it's a g m t  the law. You ain't allowed 
to  l e t  dogs mu? them' 1 
Q, Yes, that's r e a l b  bad. Where do you go t o  church? 

A. I go t o  the FresbyterLan in Donnellson. I'll t e l l  you where it 's 
located at. You how where the stores are at. Right on the square here, 
you talce this road west, straight west. Just go back about a block and 
we're on the south side. Great big, you could t e l l  it, i f  ever you see 
it. And I live on-we're going t o  live on that street, three blocks 
fhrther back h that. 

Q. Do you go every to  church? 

A. Most generally. i 

A. Yes, 1 walk. 

Q. How long does it take you to  get there? 

A, Well, I used to  walk it in a half an hour to  church, but I'm getting 
so it takes three-quarters to  an hour, now. I can't make it as fast as 1 
used to,  

Q. Do you go down the road and up the w? 
A. Yes, right mund the road. Two miles and a quarter. 

Q. That's a nlce long walk .  How often do you walk to  town? 

A. About twice a week. So I make the t r i p  about three times a week I s  all. 

Q. Do you get your groceries in Donnellson? 

A, Yes, mostly, Once i n  a while-now, we've got some pretty good frierds. 
Now, sisters are in the habit of doing their own baking, rrake their 
own bread, you know. Well, we can't buy our flour up here. They have 
everything in smallgackages. I don't think you can buy over ten pounds 
or so of flour. When we buy our flour, we go down t o  IGA and them super- 
m k e t s  In Greenville an3 we buy our flour d m  there. And we l ay  in, 
oh, a hundred and fifty pounds, maybe, of flour. And tha 'c ' l l  mul us a l l  
winter. mt our -31 groceries, like we buy oly [oleo] and we buy oats and 
cocoa, Don't use codfee much. My sister, she uses a l i t t l e  coffee. I don't 
use coffee, I drhk aocoa. Small groceries, oh, pepper and things like that. 

Q. What about your milk? 

A. Well, we don't use milk but very l i t t l e ,  Now, when we get Sn town, 



werve got a reeigerator, then we can use r r c l k  kt we can't keep it out 
here. 

Q. What about your meat? How do you keep your meat out here? 

A. We don't use meat. It's too expensive. We can't afford it. We have 
chickens and we use ggs, you see. t 
Q. Well, how do you keep eggs fkesh? I 
A. Well, we just--y can keep eggs. We've got a cellar and we've got 
about a temperature f a l l  the way f h n  abcut 50 degrees to 65 degrees 
or so. Ym can keep eggs pretty well a t  that for, oh, two or three weeks 
a l l  right. We don't have much trouble. t 
Qo So you never eat beat a t  all? 

A. Oh, some. People('s pretty good t o  give us donations. It t s not that 
we don't like it, buQ it 's just out of the question to  pay over a dollar 
a pound for mat. Ws just out of the question, that's a l l .  And I don't 
know, another thlng. I think people me  using a l i t t l e  more meat than they 
need t o  for  the* health. 

Q. Well, what do you suhstitu-te for meat fo r  protew? 

A. Well, eggs. There's where your eggs canes in. You get protein and 
it 's strong proteln. You see, eggs ixe principally albumen, you know, 
strong i n  albumen, the whites. 

Q. Do you have a garden? 

A. Oh yes, we have a garden, a big garden. Generally. !This is the f i r s t  
year since 1 can mrmbeu*-I can never remember a time but what we had 
a gmden until this yew, but we've got no gasden. We had a l l  this  sale 
and everythhg to  T e for and we couldn't. And then we was going to  
s e l l  the place and ev rything and we never put out no garden. But we're go- 
to  have a garden in nnellson. We've got a lot  up there, a whole lo t  that 
we can put i n  a garden. And I figwe on having sane strawberries up there, 
put in a few raspberries and, oh, we'll raise t m t o e s  ard potatoes. We're 
strong on beans; now, we raise lots of beans. And can them, cold pack 
them. We store t h e m  In the cellar. We've been eating beans all along 
now that's cold-packed frcm last year. I don't Like these canned beans 
that you buy at the store. They're just l i t t l e  things and they're not matured 
enou&i. Now, we raise dry beans, too; we raise pinto beans. 

Q. Oh, you dry than? 

A. Well, just l e t  them get ripe ard just hull them out, you know, and you 
just  keep them like seed beans, you know. We used to M s e  the Great North- 
em, they're a white bean. And then these here l i t t l e  navy beans, the white 
beans like you buy a t  the store, we M s e d  then. One year we had over a 
bushel of them. And then we generally put out a few cucumbers, and I r m  very fond 
of havhg a melon patch, mis ing  melons. I ' m  goin@; t o  miss that this year. 



Arthur, Clough 13 

Oh, we put out cantaloupes and watermelons and t-s like that.  hat 
since IIQT s i s t e r s  got so they can't do much, why. . . . I had t o  depend on 
them a good deal tn the garden. They helped a l o t  i n  the garden. 

Q, Where do you get ,your seed? 

A, Why, we most of time sent up here t o  Shmway at Rockford, I l l inois .  
We used t o  buy our s Srom hrpees out of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Ard they's a Condo Ccanpany. Now, the Cordon's and the Shurrrway are 
one company now. fve emerged, gone together. We get f h n  them. 
Then I put out a y orchawd but it never did do very good. Got the 
evergems around here too much and the orchard won't-it just  makes 
the leaves turn yellow, blights them. There's a fungus off the evergreens. 
It 's just  ruined the orchards. 

Q. I saw you have a @Tape arbor out there. 

A, Yes, but i t 's neglected and it don't do any good. 

Q. Md you used t o  m e  grape jelly .ad things? 

A. Oh yes, 

Q. What other kinds of j e l ly  did you make? 

A, Well, I couldn't t e l l  you. Just jelly.  ( h g h t e r )  

Q, Because your s i s t e r s  made i t ?  

A. Oh yes, they make it. EM, I don't think they're so strong on 
SmeJell. They coo$ it down un t i l  it thickens, you h o w .  O f  course, they 
use a good deal of 

i 
i n  it, put a good deal of sugar In it. And one 

t2me, way back,they ed honey in  jelly i n  place of sugar. I3~t I don't 
h o w ,  when honey is et [heated] it gives it a strong t a s t e  ldnd of. It's 
not as good as it is  i f  it's-that i s  i f  you boi l  it, put it t o  a boiling 
tanperatwe, We us t o  do that  during World War I when you couldn't get 
s w  hardly, and everything was rationed. Just  l i ke  it was i n  World W a r  
11, everyth3x-g was rationed. 

Q. Now te l l  me about your honey. How long have you been r a i s b g  bees? 

A, I star ted in the bee business i n  1915. AWst s ix ty  years. Thatld be 
about fifty-nine yems ago I star ted in the bee business. Jus t  c a w t  a 
stray s w a m .  We foWbd a swarm back here i n  the pasture on an oak t ree  and 
then I begin t o  take ln teres t  i n  it. Well, even before t ha t ,  away back 
about 1907, I saw they was a swam of bees se t t led  on a t ree  down here by 
the road and 1 began t o  take in teres t  in it then, but they didn't amount 
t o  anything. And then la ter ,  I Imagine about 1910, we caught another 
stray swaym. 

END OF SIDE ONE 
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How would you catch a s w a m  of bees? 

A. Now, th i s  is a long,continued subject. I could talk on this all day. 
(laughter) It I s  a subject, they're teaching it i n  the universities. 
Neighbors, f'riends of owls-they're not close neighbors but they go t o  
church up here at the Presbyterian Church-he told me. He went up 
here t o  U r b a n a  t o  the University of Illinois and he took a course on 
different farming, agriculture, and that was one branch in  it, was 
bees. And he said he learned quite a b i t  f'rcan them up there in the 
mlversity. But as far as taldng beekeeping, i t 's a special study of 
Its own. Now, that qames under horticulture, you see. You see, al l  this 
fanning, agriculturei horticulture and all, it c m s  under the same head, 
you how. 

Q. Well, t e l l  me how you catch a stray swarm of bees. 

A. Well, when they catch thein, why, you prepare your hive, and they gene- 
ally se t t l e  along a Ilmb or smethhg  that way. Well, if i t 's so you can, 
you cut that  limb off and you take and shake the bees off down in front 
of the hive, and it's the nature of them, whenever they start in, why- 
you can always watch this-the bees that first starts in, they're l ike  
scouts, they c m n c e  and they' l l  ~UZZZZZZZZZZZ.  They buzz thei r  wings 
l lke  that and that signals the rest of them t o  follow. And they go into 
the hive and af te r  they go in, why . . . (neighbor c m s  t o  the door with 
a bag of green beans and chats in background). You put the bees-they ' 11 
go into the hive. After they a l l  get in, why, just leave them there un t i l  
nimt. Then go out at night and close the entrance up so they can't c m  
out. Move them wherever you want them t o  be located at, you move them 
there. Well, then they just start; and they just-I showed you the hives 
out them with the frames In it and the foundations-well, then they build 
ccanbs in  that, you kmw. (Eva, M r .  Cloughl s s i s te r  c m s  in) 

thing you want hfm t o  do? 

E.C. Is it over? 

Q. No. You got sm a 

E.C. NO. 

Q. What's that? 

i 
E.C. You ever seen any acoms look like them? 

Q. No, w k t  are they? 

E.C. A C ~ .  

Q. They're acoms. But they're so big. 

A. They're bum) oak acorns. 

E.C. Do YOU vlliuzt than? 

Q. Oh, yes, I T d  love t o  have them. Can I plant them? 



E.C. No. They're too old. I just  run across a box that we'd saved up 
there. You know, I took saxe of them arad took the acorn out and put a 
l i t t l e  h e  in them and hang them on the Christmas tree. U e  a l i t t l e  
basket . 
Q. I 've never seen quch big ones. 

E.C. Well, it's jus a special kind of oak tha t  has this kind on it. 9 
Q. And you have it und here? P 
A. Bum oak. It's 4 burr oak family. 

E.C. Yes, we've got some back in the pastwe. 

Q. I see. Those am very nice. I wanted you t o  t e l l  me later about 
your birthday presenti. (laughter) What's th is?  

E.C. That was a canpact; I 've got pins i n  it. 

Q. It's a p re t t y  Uttle thing, i sn ' t  i t ?  (refem t o  a d l  ccarrpact on 
the table that has a nude l ady  engaved i n  the top) 

E.C. I don't think so. 

Q. Oh, you d m t t  l ike  that? Oh, I thought that  was pretty. 

E.C. No. I've got plns i n  it. 

Q. It used t o  be a powder ccanpact, you mean? 

E.C. Yes. Thatts what I use it for, now. 

Q. Yes, tha t ' s  nice Are you packing? Do you want t o  sit down? 

E.C. Yes. Well, It 1 get out i f  you're not done with this. I don't 
see how h the world 1 he can talk like that. I can't talk but a l i t t le  
b i t  before my throat plays out. But he just  . . , 
&. Well, while you're here, te l l  me about yous bhthday present. How old 
were you? 

E.C. I don% remember. 

Q. Oh, you don't renmber which birthday tha t  was? 

E.C. No, but I -be 1's six or seven years old, I don't how. 

Q. Were you? And yaw aunt cane? 

E.C. Yes, and she brought me  that  them top knot pullet. It had a 
l i t t l e  bunch of feathers up on the top of its head, and she brought ft t o  
me fo r  my birthday. I think that's about the most thrill* birthday-oh, 



I've had a l o t  of them,gif ' ts  tha t  I ever got. But the fun.ny thing is, I 
just don't remmber not- about that  pullet a f i e r  it g r e w  up and every- 
thing. I just m e r  the t h r i l l  I got that  day that she brought it. 

Q. What ldnd of a cpcken .was i t ?  

E.C. Well, I don't It was on the Plymouth Rock order. Dominiques 
they called than. 

E,C. Yes. O f  we've lived am1 close t o  nature here and we've 
but it wouldn't do for  this. This happened 

quaLl and the squirrel and the terrapin [an 

Q. What. What abaut them? 

E.C. Well the terrapin, we had-well, termpins l ike  muskmelons or carka- 
loupes. We had a l o t  of them; we raised a l o t  of them. And we'd throw 
out the rinds, you know, and we saw a temapln out there eating on one one day. 
And so we took it, a@ we had a l i t t l e  pen that  would keep the chickens away 
fmn It, and put It that  pen and let it eat what it wanted and then we 
twned it out. Next,day it cam back. We put it in there and fed it, and it 
just came back that  way every day. Then i f  we didn't get out with the 
nruskrrelon, i t ' d  get up on the ce l l a r  door-it wasn't so higb-md then i t ' d  
come up it and then i t ' d  come t o  the Idtchen. There's a step about that high 
(shows about one foot high) and i t ' d  t r y  t o  get up there and i t ' d  f a l l  back 
and so weld go out and get it sane mskmelon then. (laughter) But it come 
for  several days and after a while we run out of muskmelon. The last day it 
came, why, it w a s  kind of rotten, not very good, so it didn't come back any- 
mre. (laughter) The first day It come w e  put a l i t t l e  daub of Mem=mchrme 
on its shell so we c ~ u l d  te l l  i f  we ever saw it again. So we called it Mercu- 
rochrome. That's the name we give it .(laughter) 

And then we had a qu@1 that cane here. It's queer how things w i l l  just take 
up with you without any special care. We had a quail t o  carre here and he'd 
get up out tkre where that  vine is  and sollzetimes he'd get on the house and 
holler, "bobwhite." We give him smthing t o  eat  and so he got so he'd 
came every day and he'd just  follow us. We'd go out t o  the gramtry and get 
some corn for him, and w e l l ,  he just  took us up instead of us taking him up, 

Q. That sounds really nice. 

E.C. Yes. Now sane of this sounds pretty unreasonable; it would t o  me 
i f  somebdyld te l l  me, but when I experienced it, why. . . . 
And then we had a squirrel, and of course squirrels, l o t s  of people gets 
the yatng ones and tames them, ym know. But this was a wild squirrel, and 
it come. We had a tree out here closer t o  the house-it's not there anymore- 
ard so we had nuts. I'd get out on the step and i t ' d  come down the t ree  
and I'd r o l l  it a nut, you know. I t ' d  get it and then i t ' d  go back and 
s t ick  on the tree and eat it. Next day I wouldn't roll. it quite so far 



Arthur Clough 17 

and then after a wMle I could sit down out there i n  the yard and I got 
hlm so he'd cane and take it out of ny hand. He cwne pretty close to  
noon, usually, and i f  we didn't c m  out, w w ,  he'd came and scratch on the 
screen. And then he just disappeared, never can+-I guess he went back i n  
the tlmber a d  the hunters got him, I guess. 

Q. Yes, that might be. That's nice to  Uve so close to  nature here, 
though, where you have a l l  these animals and b M s  and things, I see 
you have a lo t  of b* feeders mund, so you mst have a lot  of birds. 

EmCo Well, they're etting thinned out. I think this busbess of spraying so 
much for 3nsects and t a l l  has killed a lot  of the blrds. We've got a lo t  of 
W s h  sparrows and'we don't want them. I caught a couple Itn the 
chicken house, young ones, the other day. (laug2ls) 

Q. How many chickens do you have? 

E.C. Well, we've just got five hens with a rooster now. 

Q. I saw your rooster the other day. He's really beautifU1. 

E.C. Yes. He's Arthur's pet. About the t b  that I peel the potatoes, 
why, I take the potaf;o peelings out and i f  he's not i n  sight-he likes than- 
why, I'll cal l  him, QP Arthur, i f  he's out, he ' l l  ca l l  him. And keep 
acalling hlm and pref/ty som he' l l  come just ayw?ning. We cal l  him Caud Saw. 
And we just get out and holler, "Gaud Saw." That's what he talks; he's a 
great hand to  talk, that rooster is. He says, "Caud Saw," that's how we give 
Wm that name . . . well, I mustn't hold you up. 

Q. Oh, you're not holding me up. I wanted to  ask you about Christmases. 
Do you reffnePrrber what your Ckrristms was like when you w e r e  young? 

E.C. Well, of c o w  our grandparents lived with us and Mom had a lot  
on her hands, you 4. Seven to  do for. And we didn't have Christmas 
trees all the t u e .  W father and uncle was brothers, and our mother 
and our aunt w a s  sis e m  and then we had one double cousin, of course, 
their  child, and we' always together on Christms. Later, why, we got to  
having C h r f s ~  trees and since we got ,grow& up ard a l l ,  we got the l i t t l e  
cedars around here, you know, that you can get. We had our last one last 
Chris tmas.  I guess we won't have anymore, [She says this because since 
they w i l l  be mom to town they won't have access to  a,ny mre cedars. ] 

Qo What kind of things do you put on the Christmas tree? 

E.C. We had a lo t  of homemade toys, or hanma.de decorations. Of course, 
we had a -1 one that we set on the table, a small tree. We've got 
sane U t t l e  dffferent colored balls, you know. And we made different 
thlngs that we put on. Then sister had a l i t t l e  b i t  of a doll. One 
Easter we got l i t t l e  dolls about that long in an egg shell, and she made 
an out of that l i t t l e  doll to  put up i n  the Christmas tree. But 
course, that's not so long ago. We didn't get mch Christms presents. We 
w a s  a m  poor and we didn't get toys like other kids did. We'd get 
maybe a pair of stockhgs, or i f  we got a hair ribbon we thought we was just 
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rich. But I remember one tZme Grandpa give us som toothbrushes for 
~ s t m s ,  and oh, that was an awf'ul big @ft. (laughs) 

Q. What kinds of th%s did you have for dinner? 

E.C. Of course we generally had chicken-we raised chickens, we didn't 
raise any other k i d  of p o u l t r y 4  we had pies and cakes arad stuff l ike  
that, you know. A good deal of the time we had our Christmas dinners here, 
and the Thanksgiving ones we had a t  our uncle's. We had o w  Grandpa 
and G m d m a  Clough here as  long as  they lived, Our grandpa died when 
1 was six years old and they had our grandmother down there, on the 
Cruthis side, they kept her down there. That w a s  Mom's mother. Mm's 
father died when she was five weeks old, so it didn't seem l ike  we ever 
had any pandpa on that side. We never did ca l l  him grandpa, we'd 
always say "Mcun's fa2)hert' when we'd mention him. Of course they'd 
brlng sanething t o  eat when they'd come over here, usually. Somethhg, 
you know. And when we went down there we'd take s a ~ t h l n g .  We did that 
as long as-of course, they're all dead now but our cousin and of course 
we can't have her, she's an invalid. 

Q. And you still  bake bread? 

E.C. Yes, sametimes. I made sane the other day. Ar tbTs  got so t i red 
of-well, we always baked the bread unt i l  Lulu got hurt, and I have some 
kind of arthritis or sanething in my back and I just couldn't. She 
made the bread, mostly. I've mde it a few times. We've been abuying 
this baker's bread and Artkaul says, "I'm just so tired of this baker's bread," 
he said, "3: just can't go it!" So I made a batch of bread arad he says, 
' W e l l ,  this just tastes a lo t  better than the baker's bread." So I don't 
know. I hope he don% l ike  it too well. (laughter) Of course, 1 
l ike  it better, too. I U e  hamernade bread-if it's good, but I'm not 
a good bread maker-better than I do baker's bread. It's nothing like 
baker's bread; now, he baker's bread is just about l ike  angel food 
cake. It's just so a d  fine, you how, ard. of course our bread's 
more coarse and solid. You can't eat so much of it, it 's f i l l ing.  
(laugh) But I l ike  to--well, it takes so long. 

And the way Mom used t o  bake bread at one time, away back, why, she just 
&ed up the whole business a t  night and then l e t  it r i se  through the night 
an2 then she used t o  make out the loaves i n  the mrning before breakfast 
and put them in. But we got so that we set  the batter l ike other people 
did, you how, after while, at night. Of course, you've got t o  keep it 
warm. And then we'd bake up the bread i n  the morning. And then of course, 
I used t o  make yeast. I used to  s e l l  yeast. 

Q. How do you make yeast? 

E.C. Well, I made it out of conmeal and potatoes. Then you had t o  
have yeast t o  put In it, you know, t o  start it and then it just Mrrd of 
grows in It. 

Q. How long does it take? 

E.C. It don't take very long. You take the potatoes and cook them and 
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mash them, and you take the water you cooked them in and you m i x  up the 
meal  i n  L t  and you put the yeast i n  it. Well, we got so we couldntt 
get any yeast. Evwy other t h e  I made yeast, why, one time I 'd  make 
it I'd use my own yeast and the next t3ne I 'd  buy some so I 'd  be sure it 
wouldn't mu? out. I used t o  s e l l  it. 

Q. Where did you s e u  i t ?  

Em C . People corn an$ got it. 

Q. Oh, rrly goodnessmrWell, did you rrake up a big batch at a t h e ?  

E.C. Yes, I mde up a good big batch. Sold it for  a penny a cake. 

Q. Oh, then it gets hard a f t e r  that? 

E.C.Yes, I cut it out with a l i t t l e  biscuit  cutter and dried it, and then 
I could just put it in a box or sack o r  sanething. 

Q. I was asking Arthur but he didn't remember, did you ra ise  herbs like 
sage and thlngs like that? 

E.C .Yes, we raised sage. Our sage, he said, was a l l  dead t h i s  year. We used 
t o  s e l l  sage, too. 

Q. Oh did you? What other kinds of herbs did you raise? 

Em C. Well, that was all. Oh, we had speannht and peppermint but we 
never done anthing with them. 

Q. What about parsley, dld you ever raise that? 

E.C. Yes, I thought It was pretty but we didn't l i k e  It. I how we 
brought one i n  the one time and, oh, it just got great bfg. In the 
wfnter, you know. so pretty, bt of people l ikes  parsley, but 
we didn't. Itts you know. 

I how one t h e  a food sale, our Sunday school class had a food 
sale around each one of us dressed a chicken. They took 

or  any food you wanted to, and each one of 
us dressed a chicken and we put it on the plate  and we just  put a big 1he  
of tha t  parsley clear, around it. And so we took it up there, and they took 
the pmsley and took a l o t  of it out and put it around other people's chicken. 
(laughs) O f  course, they said people liked t o  have it, t o  eat. We would 
rather look at it. 

Q, Yes, it looks p r q t y ,  too. You like t o  raise flowers a l o t  don't you? 

E.C. Well, we used to. O f  course everythingr s about died out, even the 
hardy stuff. We've not been able t o  take care of it. We used t o  raise 
l o t s  of anrmal plants, too. 

Q. What kind of flowers did you have i n  the house? 



E.C, Oh, we had a Christmas cactus. Well, we sold the Christmas cactus 
at the sale, the las one we had, and the Thanksgiving cactus, it's still  
out there. I I put it out, but I found it down the ce l lar  after*- 
ward. It e r  and it looks a l i t t le  b i t  different. 

Q. Does i t ?  

EmCo Yes. You can t e l l ;  it looks a l o t  like it, but it canes t o  l i t t le  points 
out here. 

Q. It's ldnd df s q w e ,  i sn ' t  it, where the Christmas cactus is  kind of 
rounded-leaf ed? 

E.C. They're long-shaped, you know, and they just  . . . 
Q. I have a great big Christmas cactus tha t  was my grarpdmatherls but I 
can't get it t o  bloam, 

E.C. Well, I don't know. We've not had good luck l i ke  w e  used to. We used 
t o  have three great big ones ard they would just  be loaded, but it seems l ike  
they don't do good -re. 

Q, I don't know w h a t ' s  wrong with them. 

E.C. I don't e i ther ,  And we get it In. They say you want t o  bring them 
in. We put them outdwrs i n  the smerthe, but before it gets t o  
getting very cold, you want t o  bring them in. Ard of course this is the 
only place we had for plants. We had a table here and we had plants there. 
I 've noticed that the sunsh3ny days they got along faster, but I read not 
long ago the farm advisers said tha t  you didn't want t o  let them In the 
direct  sunlight and that 's  what they say about the gloxinias. But we always 
have our gloxinias here. 

Q. The one tha t  I got fYom you I put in this window, too. This is the 
south window, i sn ' t  s t ?  

E.C. Yes. And we hqd d o l e t s ,  but the vlolets,  I got tired of them. 
I l i ke  them. I t q  they're am1 pret ty and all, but you got t o  be ewe- 
fu1 with them and yaLi got t o  keep s tar t ing  new ones if they m w  out an 
old stem on them. 

€2. What else did you have? 

E.C. Well, we had begonias. We used t o  have them great big begonias, 
g r e w  way up like this, and they'd have great big flowers on them l i ke  that, 
you know. Dld-you sqe that  l i t t le  rose begonia that we put out fo r  sale? 

E.C, Oh, them me the cutest things, I think, but they're just  awful 
hard t o  keep. They're hard t o  start. But they're so pretty, I think. 

Q. Yes, I wanted t o  get one of those, but the gloxinia was so pretty 



I took it instead. 

E.C. Yes, It just they was b l o m .  We had three of them, this 
one and that one one, and I give the other one t o  a distant 
cousin of ours, 

Q. Oh, the blooms on that  one were just beautif'ul. 

E.C. We used t o  haw another kind, but these are m r e  hardy than any of the 
others that Itve e v q  seen. But we had one that was red with a white rim 
a r d  it. But we had it seven years before it bloomed. I t 'd  c m  up and 
get buds and then i t ' d  die down. Or the buds would dry up. But it finally 
blamed. And we started sane ard give them m o m  t o  our f'riends and 
one thing and another. It finally died. W n t  these are hardy. 

Q, Yes, those are very nice. Well, did you take care of the garden? Always? 

E,C, Well, we dLd as long as we was able. Our mother was a great hand 
with the hoe. Oh, she could just hoe and hoe. Up un t i l  the last few years 
the warnen did the @rdming. Of course, we used t o  have three women. I 
never done any hoeing t o  amount t o  anything last year. Every year I go 
back a lot .  But I could get out and pick beans. M r .  E l l io t t  brought us 
some beans a while ago, green beans. 

Qo That'll be good. But Arthur says you're going t o  have a m e n  next year. 

EoC, We hope. 

Q. That '11 be good, You miss having a garden I bet, don't you? 

E.C. Yes. And we always raised our potatoes and everything. 

Q. Well, Arthur says that  you don't eat meat. What do you cook Instead.? 

E.C. We have some eggs, Meat ' s too expensive, but we've had kind f'rf ends 
that has given us a l o t  of meat un t i l  here lately. Itls just got out of 
sight. 

Qo Yes, it's really expensive. It's terrible. 

E.C. I like the green beans better  than the yellow ones. 

Q. I do, too, How do you cook those? 

E.C. Well, we just snap them. You know, take the tails off and break 
them, ard cook them. And then i f  youlve got meat, that 's  the thing. Put 
a piece of m t  In thm. 

Q. O f  ham or  sanethbg? 

E.C. Yes, or bacon. If you haven't got that,  why, we Just put some kind of- 
i f  you've got bacon grease that's good. If we haven't got that, we put 
lard in. And wetve not been able t o  get any lard, it seems, lately an3 so 



we're using oleo. 

(Arthur speaks a@n) 

A. Do you want me any f'urther, or are you going t o  the entertaLning? 

E.C. No. Are you dqne with that? 

Q. No, I want you t o  M s h  your story about your bees. Ow? 

A. A l l  right. 

Q, (said t o  F m  i n  a low voice, for Arthur is  hard of hearing) Maybe I 
should l e t  hlmc finish his bee story; he's gett ing impatient. 

E.C. Yes. 

Qo And then I can ta lk  t o  you later ,  because I wanted t o  ask you sane 
questions about your cooking and about C h r i s t m a s  and things. Okay? 

E.C. Yes. 

Q, Arthur, f M s h  your story about the bees now. 

A, Well, as I remember, we'd got t o  the place where we was talking about 
after you got them hived and all. Well, there's not very mch that you can 
do a f te r  that, only just watch and give them plenty of roan t o  work. 
Add s u p e ~ s t o r i e s  [to the hive]. 

&, Do they go outside the hive? 

A. Well, the bees l ive  in the hive. You take the bees, they's three sex 
of bees. They's the queen, the mother of the colony; and then there's 
drones, they're the male bees; and then they1s workers, and they're the 
ferrale sex but still they don't produce no offspring. Their work is  t o  

work. The queen lays the eggs for all the bees and 

F 
get out and do field 
they lay as high as 

E.C. O f  course, the 
They get out wd get 

Q, The workers do? 

hree t o  four thousard eggs a day. 

bees have t o  get out t o  get the honey, you know. 
the honey out of the Ilowers. 

That's what I wanted t o  lolow. 

E.C. Yes. I thought mybe you'd get the impression they stayed in the 
hive al l  the t h e  (laughs) i f  he didn't t e l l  you that. 

Q. Yes, I did, 

A. Now, the bees a m  not only valuable as honey producers, but they're very 
valuable, moreso, for pollinization. To polllnize the crops, the farm crops. 
It rs estimated by the United States Department of Apiculture that bees 
are only worth 15 percent for honey, compared with 85 percent for 
polllnization. So wetre doing more good for the famner than we are 
for  ourselves. But the honey prduch+g--you can aid nature a good deal 
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by m o d e m  equipment and all, but after a l l ,  we all have t o  go back and 
depend on nature. 

And I wouldn't advise amybody t o  take up beekeeping as an occupation. It 's 
a11 r ight  t o  have ju$t a few colonies, maybe, just  for--what they c a l l  back- 
l o t  beekeepers-t a l i t t l e  honey for  your own use, but i f  your going 
t o  follm it as a ssion, going t o  produce honey camercially, why, I 
wouldn't advise t o  do it. Or e lse  you've naturally got an inclina- 
t ion  for  the l o  es, for it t o  work. I lrn  not saying anything against 
your universit teach good s tuff  i n  universities. I knew a man--I 
don't think he t way back yews ago, back in the twenties 
and t h i r t i e s  along, there was a professor up here at the state university of 
IlUnois and his  nam+ was Professor Milum, Professor E.G. Mlm. I saw him, 
met hfm, on a beekeelpiw tour one time & he was vew Ukeable, he s e a  
l i k e  he- just  took ~ d e r e s t  in things. I took ~leanlnffs -- in Bee h l k u r e ,  and 
he m t e  a r t i c l e s  f o r  these papers and it was very Interesting. 

h order t o  keep bees, you've got t o  have a s t a t e  permit. Now I can't 
keep bees ~ W ~ o u t  I get this s t a t e  permit. (Mr.  Clough goes and gets a 
permit) It s a law ,  now, tha t  you've not to have one. You see what it 
says there, a l l  about it. 

Q. Why do you have t o  have that? 

A. Well, i t 's just  a state law. Too many people keep bees tha t  keep them 
and don't take care of them, and they get full of disease. There's a 
a s e a s e  called foul  brood, and i f  a bee goes in to  another colony and gets  
that  honey it'll be affected with-it's a spore germ, l ike  a yeast germ, and 
they take tha t  out and take it t o  the hive ard feed it t o  the bees, 
and it just  starts tk disease up in  that hive, 

Q. Now t e l l  me, does the queen bee and the drone stay in  the hive a l l  the 
time? 

A. Well, the queen does but the drone don't. Now, there's a difference. 
This is--I don't know whether I should-this i s  going kind of into, kind 
of personal i n  the sex study. I don't know whether I should say this o r  not, 
but we have t o  how all these things when we keep bees, you know. Well, 
the queens, the virgins, they ' l l  be several of them, and when a c o l m  gets  
ready t o  swarm and gets  overly populated and crowded, it 's Nature's way of 
increasing, a n l  they swarm out t; they ' l l  leave queen ce l l s  in there, and 
oh, there w i l l  be, oh maybe eight or ten  queen ce l l s  l e f t  2n there, and 
they're different h the other cel ls .  They're about that  big and they 
look lfke a peanut, a small peanut, ahangfng on the cones in  there. Well, 
thwn's the queen cel ls .  Well, they ' l l  hatch out a f t e r  a while; after the 
colony swayms, they ' l l  hatch out within a few days. And then, whenever 
they hatch out, why, these virgins, young queens or virgins--they1s 
never but one queen in a hive, o r  supposed to be one queen i n  a hive at a time. 

Well, whenever they hatch out, these here virgins, they ccsmtence t o  fighting each 
other. They want t o  be the ruler of the hive, it's just-Nature's way. They con+ 
mence t o  fighting each-other a d  theyFl l  s t ing  each . other-ko - death, a l l  of them but 



one, and the one that's le f t ,  why then, whenever she gets ready t o  take- 
after so many days, why then, she goes out of the hive and she mates with 
a drone, Otherwise ?he w i l l  l ay  eggs a l l  right and a l l ,  but without being 
fertilized. The egg* that she would lay without being fertilized w i l l  
a l l  hatch out male bees. That's one case of virgin birth. We don't hear 
of virgin birth, you'lanow, mch. Itts very rare, amongst anything. We 
dontt have it among I- s or anything 1Uce that. But, this queen, i f  she ' s 
not mated, why, in a cer ta in  length of time she'll start to  laylng eggs but 
they'll all hatch ou to  be male bees because the queen don't have to  be 
fertilized t o  lay s that will hatch out male bees, but fn order to  lay 
eggs t o  hatch out she has t o  meet with a drone, has to  be mated. 

Q. 1 see. Well thm, which ones is it that makes the honey? 

A. It's the workers. 

Q. What is  the process that these . . . 
A. Now you take the drones, they'll be four or five l-auldred, maybe, 
drones i n  a coloqr, but one queen. And there'll  be anywhere fran f i f ty  
to  seventy-five thousand workers in there. Oh, there's an anry of them! 
Theyts a lot  of them. And it 's the l i t t l e  ones that goes out and produce 
the honey. 

Q. How many years does a swarm of bees last? 

A. Well, now the l i fe  of a bee, when they1= working worker bee, the life 
of a bee is about t-e or four weeks. They wear the& wings out. They 
work so hard their wings just we- off until-I've saw bees cornin@; in  frm 
the field and their  wings was wore back unt i l  they wasn't half-length, 
hardly, Ard they finally wear out and then they just die out in the 
field; they just they can't f ly  -re an3 they just die. The drones, 
theyt l l  live for, considerable while, but it gets along i n  the f a l l  
of the year, the goes to  work ard stings them all t o  death. They1 ll 
sting them to  death. 

And then i n  the sp& of the year, why, then the queen cmnences and lays 
three different-m, the worker egg is  just the same tha t ' l l  produce 
a queen. Just the same thing, but they 're fed different food. The worker 
is fed right Jn the cone, the queen is fed in the queen cell. And she is 
fed a special food they ca l l  royal jelly. It's a white milky substance, and 
she develops. That causes her reproductive organs to  develop, and in the 
worker they don't. Now, I may be talldrg a l i t t l e  out of place here, to  a 
stranger, (laughs) and talking t o  a w m  at that, (laughter) but I can't 
explain myself without. 

Q. No, that's all right. When you go out there t o  take care of the bees, 
do you get stung? 

A. Oh yes. That goes with it. I wear a veil  over my face but I take 
it barehanded. 

Q. Do they sthg you very much? 



A. Not very often. I got stung the other day aworking. I ain't been stung 
but tm or  three tfmes this yeax, and I was working out there the other day 
with the bees and 1 generally t i e  w trousers down, this way, with strings 
~~ tight. I d i q t t  do it, I went out there, I didn't do it. I was 
worklng a w  there al l  at once, b h g !  one took me right up here on the 
Mp. (laughter) Cr wled in my clothes and got pinched. 4 
A. Oh yes. Far a J t t l e  while. The way I treat a bee sting, I've got the 
mke-you saw the qmkers out there. I got the m k e r  and I get that 
going good, right hot,, and then just take and hold that hot smoker right on 
where the st ing is, just as hot as I can bear it. And it a,inft long un t i l  
that just eases right off. That heat just does more good than anything 
else. 

Qo Did you used t o  have cows? How many did you have? 

A. Yes. Oh, we kepQ about three or four head, scrmethhg l ike  ghat. We 
had our own milk he and then we got t o  selling milk, later.  But then 
after a while, they t such s t r i c t  l a w s  you had to. . . . There was two things 
that stood In the 3 you had t o  have a special milk house t o  keep the 
mflk i n  and all that, an3 then you had t o  s e l l  on Sundays, they forced 
people t o  s e l l  on SwXlay. And my parents belleved i n  Sunday observance, so 
that got t o  interferbg with that. We dLdnrt sell on Sunday, so they docked 
us then, you know. They wouldnrt pay us as much as they did the ones that 
sold on Sunday. They called it irregular delivery. 

Q. Did you make your own butter? 

A. Yes, we used t o  make our own butter. I liked it, too. Only thing was, 
we wasn't fixed for it here. If we'd just had a ref'rigerator like they got 
now and everything, why, we'd a just a been as i t t ing easy. But we didn't 
have any so we put it down i n  the-we c a l l  it the cellar,  

house. And we put It down where It would cool, 
out and get cool water out of the cistern--and 

crocks and f i l l  it up with cold water and then set  
of that, and i t r d  do pretty god .  We got along 

with it pretty good. 

Q. And you had pigs and chickens? 

A. Had chickens. Used t a  raise of few; we gemrally &sed about one l i t t e r  
of pigs a year aruJ. then we butchered them, most of them. Hardly ever sold 
any of them. We used t o  use a good deal of meat. Well, there was  seven 
in the family at one time. And gandmther was alive and w brother was 
home and my two sisters ard I and father and mother. 

Q. Was your brother m i e d ?  

A. He was mid, yes. Rest of us never was married. I stayed at home 
and took care of the folks. He got out and worked. He was a good naecMc. 
They was quite a w r l t e  up i n  the paper &out it when he died. He used t o  
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wark for tMs  here big elevator up here. He made a l o t  of stuff,  mchine 
work In t ha t  elevator. He was just pretty nearly employed when they bui l t  
that elevator, war- for  the elevator. He had lathes a d  . . 
Q. What about rwlni ure, did he or you make any finmiture? ! 

a thing that  I'm ccaning to. Wen I move t o  Domellson A. I ' m  No. goin@; Now, to  build therepwe. 
Figuring on it. Before I sold the farm, I 

cut out a whole l o t  f walrrut logs out and got nice walrmt lumber out, and 
I ' m  go- t o  build. 

Now when we had the gale here and all, we sold a l o t  of antique stuff ,  that  
there w h a t  they c a l l   collectors^ sale of an t iq~es~and  things. I don't know, 
was you down at the barn? at the sale? Well, they sold w h a t  they ca l l  a 
hamess horse down there, a thing t o  sew harness. It s like a vise, and your d 
get up on that, s l t  on that  thing, and you'd double s t i t ch  this way, sewing 
harness with two threads, two needles. Sewing, like, two pieces of leather 
together. And they qold this old hamess horse down there, 

I wouldn't have pald flfty cents for  the thing, as far as I w a s  concerned, 
And there was a man awn here flwn the town of Alhambra, and he bought d 
it, He paid fif'ty dqllars for that. Well come t o  flrd out, I was talking 
t o  a wornan that live4 down here-Hamood, Cleta Hamood, t ha t t s  B i l l  
Hamoodf s w i f m  &e was t a l l .  about that. llOh,ll she said,"them 
thfngs just sell." 3he says there's a -eat dmmd for them. 

Q. Yes. What kind of f'urniture are you going t o  build? 

A. Oh, I 'm  going t o  build l i t t l e  tables, things l ike  that. 

Q. Have you .ever done that before? 

A. Some, not a whole l o t  of It. But I've got power saws, A d  1'11 have 
electr ici ty up there & I ' m  go- t o  run it with an electr ic motor, Power 
saws, and 1'11 put power sanders arfi werYt;h9ngm I can cut t h i s  a l l  up 
into different t you know. I figure on making tables and I1rn going 
to make some of % thm ess horses, I think. I think I w i l l .  Ard i f  I can 
make a go of it, why, get a market for  them, I'm just going t o  go Fnto 
that and Ill1 have plenty t o  do then, workkg. W n t  i f  I can get f i f t y  
dollars apfece for them, why, I can mke one of them in a couple of days.  

Q. Yes. I think you'd have a bigger market fo r  rocldng cha5rs. 

A, Well, I could do that, I could make a rocking c h b .  My brother took 
a magazhe ca l led  Workbench> and it 's a good one. Oh, they just t e l l  you 
how t o  make everythirg i n  there. All about it. Spinning wheels arPd 
everything. 

Q, Oh. That td be a thing. If you could make s p l m b g  wheels, those 
are really a big thing now. 

A, When you get ready t o  leave, you let IIE bow. We got one i n  there; I ' 
want t o  show it t o  you. It was my great-geanhothervs. We never put it 
up at the sale t o  se l l ,  



Q. How did you decide on what you were going t o  sell and what you 
w e r e n ' t p i n g t o ?  , 

A. Y a u  mean at the +le? Well, we just  decided on the things that  we 
wasn't going t o  needlup there. We sold same things tha t  I'm sorry we 
sold, We sold a buf et. Nice buffet, only they'd been a lfttle leak 
on it and the veneer had Wnd of c r ack ld  up. A nice one, there. !That 
tW.ng didn't bring b t two dollars and a half. Oh, I was Just sick about 
that. Then we sold nice dining table, there, and I think it brought I 
about four o r  f ive  d@llars. 

Q I didn't see that. We didn't get here un t i l  late, but tha t  was a 
big sale you had. 

A. Well, it was; most of the things sold w e l l .  The auctioneer to ld  me . . . 
EllD OF TAPE 


