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PREFACE

This msmiscript is the prodict of tape recorded interviews by Elizabeth
Canterbuyy for the Oral History Office during the Fall of 1973. Eliza-
beth Canmmbwy transcribed, audlted, and edited the transcript, and
Walter Culver reviewed it.

Walter Culver is 290 Jﬁwéld farmer who was born in the Indlan Point
area near Athens in 1887, and has spent all his 1life there. His present
home, which he and his wife, Frances, still maintain, was built 55 years
ago f‘cm Irls bride. Mr. Culver attended the Unilversity of Illinois after
the turn of the century, and then returned to the farm to begin hls agri-
“business. - His rich memories bring to life days gone by on Central Illinois
. farms and keep the reader captivated throughout this memoir.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transexipt of the spoken wordl, and that the interviewer, narrator, and
» e@itdbr sought to preserve the informal conversational style that isuin-
herent "in such historical sources. Sangamon State University 1s not
responsible for the factual accuracy of thermemoir, nor for the views

i expre;sa;ed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manusceript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be

repooduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechaniecal,
without permission in writing from the Oral History QOffice, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708
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Walter Culver, October, 1973, Athens, Illinois.
Elizabe_-th Canterbury, Interviewer.

Q. Now let's start hearing a little bit about your life from the time
. you were bom here in Menard County.

A, I was born in Menard County about six miles northeast of Athens,
I1linois on May 10, 1887. The family was Father and Mother; James
Culver and Iona Culver—--Iona Johnson Culver. There were seven children
in our family. I had two brothers and four sisters. When I first
started school, I don't really remember the first day, but I know when

- I wag younger down there and I first went to school. =My first teacher
was Miss Nina May Hale from Athens. And I started in the spring. I
was just flve years old and I remember the blgger boys. I was very
much pleased to play ball with one of the big boys. They pitched the
ball back and forth to me. I remember that very much. My older brother—
two years older than I--and I rode ponies to school, three miles. And
at night after school if it was raining we'd get to stop at the cousins
“and stay all night, which we liked very much. But one night it started
to rainwhen we started from school and it stopped, but we stopped there
anyhow and Father came down and took us home. (laughs) It didn't rain
enough. (laughter) So we went home that time. '

~Then after the girls got to going—two of the girls——we got a wagon.
We called it a trap; two seated rig with no top and one horse. We
drove that and picked up our nelghbor girl and went to school. So that
was that.

Q. What was the schoolhouse like?

A. The school was a two~room brick school. Indian Point School and
had two rooms. Had a lower room. I think the lower room went to the
-8lxth grade and the upper room was the higher one. And when I first
went there I think there were only two high school grades, but finally
they had four grades. I didn't graduate from there, instead I went

two years to high school and then I went to business college. I thought
- that would do me more good than maybe going on to school.

. Q. Coﬁld you go to business college without graduating from high school
- at that time?

A. Yes. I went to college about six momths. I went to business college.
‘Q. ‘Where was that? And what was it like?

A. Springfield Business College. Then after that I went to Uof I
[University of Illinois].
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Q. mﬁwas life lke at the business college? Did you stay in Spring-
f‘ield? ‘

A, Yes. I boarded on South Fifth Street ‘and walked dewn to school.
It was where Thrifty Drug Store is now.-

. Q. Mmt courses dld you take at the business college then?

- A Ar:itl’metic, spelling bookkeeping, but I dldn't take typing or
¢ ghorthand. After that I went two years to the university [University
_of Illmcis] for a special agricultural course.

_ - Q. Was tehat dlrectly f‘rom business schodl?
A Yes.

b

.;;- Q. Wﬁ&b cauSed you to declde to do that?

oA ‘Well, on account I had to take English along with that on account of,
- ":well, T'muppose my age. I was only about seventeen and I went two years
- . 8nd then T came home on the farm and helped there. I remember
" g;oing tex dchool down here. My grandfather lived between here and the
: L, ‘mem when we came from school we'd came by and get our mall.

Q. Haé}f'rar was 1t that he walked to Athens?

;' A. Abq:.w a cm:ple of miles. It mmst have been about three or four miles.
"iWe'd cut right across the fiéld, had a path showed where you went. (laughs)

Q. md & lot of the farm men do that at that time? Did a lot of the
fam man go into Athens for their mail? .

"";'A. Yas.
Qu .:Wa"a"?-bhere-arw delivery service then?

LA No, mere wasn't then.

Q "‘Itw.t; wa.a the only way?

_-i{ A. No, T don't know when the delixrery service started. Quite a while
- after that. T remenberp: we used to go to Athens in the spring wagon, or
big wagm, lurber wagon.  Especially one lane was gurbo mudc and it would

L get up in the wheels and spokes and we'd have to stop and get 1t out

S befamm eould go: on.-. ‘(laughter) That was certainly a job.
Q. Then you came ‘back to the farm from the University of Illinois. Now

. let's stop and tell a little bit about this community of Indlan Point.

b ”fz Point.

- This has some real special significance. 'Qell us all you can about Indian
'Hm it go. its name. b '

A, Wem,z I don't: kncw A;f‘ter I was out of school I was put on the school




board and I sewed several years on that. Then down here at the church
T was. on the board of trustees in the chureh about thirty years. Then
_that's mhere they changed 1t to having just certaln years and after
that m: bmthar dled. He was ‘an elder, and so they put me as elder

.4n his plaee. I wes ordalned an elder and still am ordained an elder
but I dm’t servae ncw e \ o _

Q '1\91;1‘ about Tndian Point church that you attended.

A, Well, the bullding there now was bullt in 1862 and the fellowship
hall was built in 1960. When I first went there we had Sunday school
classes there in different parts of the church and had an upstairs
balcony. and had Seats arranged up there for our entertainment. We had
the: Qlw 8chool day program there and people would come and fill the
" church. = Upstairs,ttoo. But after that when the Sunday school got
lwr, Why, they took out the seats upstairs and used that ss one of
Sunday scheol: rooms.

“\_"Q- Then you had . - -

el had a church cholr there and I tried to help sing in that.
Ever'y riday night we'd have choir practice down here at Young!s home
and Mes,. Young—-Mrs. Will Young—was the leader. The choir would give
conc@r'ha»-md an- anthem every Sunday. )

Q. Abgm ‘how. Qld were you when you started taking active part in the
church

A. Wellf"' I g,uass I Jaimd the church when I was about fourteen or fifteen,
&gﬁﬂ Wm, and there was three or four other boys that Joined at
s % ol

Q A.ftwr you. ca.m ‘back from the university and went to the farm tell us
what fam ld.fe was like at the time and what you had learned to help.

A. _ Bﬂfm I went ‘up. there we didn't have the fertilize stuff and didn't
fertilimfbhe land. Before that the com field stalks were broken down
;and then reked up and burned. Most generally at night we'd go out and .
‘burn ﬂ'@ rows of stalks and after I went there [University of Illinois],
‘why, I mned you should plow under the stalks and meke fertilizer.
50 we bgan to . «do that and disc the stalks down and then plow them under,
lp&cl - Before tMt Father would BOW wheat and have wheat and

; lwr good yteld of corn was about thirty-five or forty
e .gﬁt ‘m using fertilizer now and last year our corn was 150
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AL mear had 349 acres, I believe, and I don't remember but he
sald when he first went up there the east end of it was a lot of cotton-
L strees and kingd of swaxm place and he t;mk: -all of those out. It's

;_ a.ll famns land mw b

Qe m@hse have any way of draining the land‘?

Y ,mg,” he tiled the land, quite a bit of 1t, and that helped pretty

- m@h.

Q. m yw remenber any‘bhing asbout the tiling process?

A, TiIng? Well, they daid that all by hand, a man digging with a spade
; and, em, :l.t took . aeveral days. Down here we also did the tiling.

| Q. -D;ld,x.zyou have\a--speci_al company that came in and did that or did
j:a,juﬁ-t ’bm farm men do that?

-A. No, We had a man, a regular ditch digger, one or two men that did
tham fcm & living, digg;ing land. _

QN pechinery at that tine?
A. No, ;mt when they filled up the dltches they'd get a walking plow

" and haye & long pole acroes the ditch and a horse on each end &nd then

run the plow down. there and let the plow push the dirt in; one fellow
i holding bhe plow.

- Q. Hw deep did they sink the tile? _

_A. - Abotit three feet, I think it was most generally, so it would be below
“the' Masﬂngline When I came up here, the first hired: ‘man I had, I
paid“him thirty-five dollars a month.

Q ‘v-‘Bid;E-hG stay with you?

‘A Aﬂ:er that there wasn't very many years I had to ralse it quite a bit

- more. But. in the wintertime, we put up ice and hauled it on sleds from

‘an uncled® pond down there about a mile and a half and we'd saw out cakes

- -about two feet by a foot and a half and put them in the ice house and put
s Bawdust. over it to keep it for the summer. And then in the summertime
‘after heay  barvesting all day we'd be all dirty and the hired man and I
._ Would m' A "‘:m the pond and go swimming. Walked gbout a mile and a half,

@ Wha .Wm Smﬁ ef the things you did for recreation as you were growing
up ol,w hm?

';,A. Well, 1y bmthar and I had a bicycle. Father got it from a fellow in
_ ;-Sweetwa%r._ Had hard rubber tires and the rubber tires would get loose

S
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. 80 We- wmpped twine. &.11 around to hold the: mhber down. (laughs)

Q. Waa ‘that the bicycla that had the two. vmeels the same slze or
dig: ycm have a big wheel in. front?

E _A Noy they were the Bam size. Big old heavy thing. - But we had to
ﬂais twine amund to hold the tires on.

. Q. Whﬁm would yeu. 2O an your bike?

. A. Oh, just up apd down the road. Couldn't go too far on that. It
5 Was kind of hard to manage. But after that I got a regular tired .
~bicycle and I used to go clear down to my eousins down there by the
hard rosd end I got so I could ride without holding the handles right
down a. horse track. You know, the wheels in two horse tracks and then
- the wh%ls over here. I could ride right down just as smooth. (laughs)

Q. khat were some of the other things that you did besides? Did you
-and thﬁ nﬁi@bor youngsters play together?

A Yea y the neigabors had two boys about our age that lived about a
- mile from us and my brother and I just waldked down across the pastures
. and gp down and play with them or else they'd come up to our house. And
- our cam;‘m down here would come up onee in a while. Before we had
-+ telephanes, why, the famllies used to get togather. Families come up to
dinner, stay all day and play, the kids would play. Father and the men
\wou.l.d @a"aut and lock at the cattle in the. pasture.

Q. md ,vc:m? dad have mainly a cattle fam or was it a grain farm?

oA He: m cattle and grain both. And he generally fed about two loads
i of cattle a year. Used to feed them ear corn, had boxes, feed boxes
" and he seooped the corn into the box and we'd go along and break the
“cormn on the side of the boxes. (laughs)

Qs What was that for? |
A. So the cattle-could eat.them better. ‘The ears would be that long.

- {shows.. appromte size) And they couldn't .chew them very much, 8o we'd
break t:hap to three or four pieces, and then the cattle oould chew

3 :m of the other chores yeu atae

211, ;.-we i::a.d hogs, too. We railsed pigs and we had to take care of them.
Q. How @id m; feed the hogs?




A W&'d Just throw out the ear of com to the'm on the ground then, but
‘m 1&%;:’ years ve got self‘-ﬂeeders ammwwlled corm. -

R Waa t;hat when you ware still a boy on tha *fa:nn or was that when
;.SIGu Wﬁabushed ymn:‘ hoﬁ-ﬁ"

\' ' A NQ that's still w?wn I was on the faxm

& Jeind of hog;s did you have?

ad Poland CM.na, I believe, yes,. Poland China, black hogs.

_ i we'd sell the hogs we'd generally gell them to a buyer over

v here' A His son would come out early in the morning and get

L Ehe how'stamm on the road, driving them to Athens. (laughs) Some
-A:-:‘of tmm would glve out and you had to take them In a wagon. It was

Ite ,a-;‘jzé)b $0 keep them teg&ther on the road Some of them would

‘-go dmw;-t;he ditch.

cla ‘:‘_-'Abmit how many at a time would you sell?

© A Well, T'don't know. Twenty, twenty-five, something Like that.

Q. Can ycau remenber what prices they brought?

A. Nog T don't remenber jJust then, but I know when I was home there
“when: you had to buy and: butcher hogs and had to pay eight center a pound
for thqm And. you thougat that was. an awful priee then.

: Q You dich't butcher your own?

LA Xe&g we butchered our -own. Yes, we buﬁchered gbout elght or ten
hcga and the nelghbore would come in and help us. We had to dig a trench

. nand we'had a galvanized tank setting right on the trench to heat the

- ‘water. ' 'Then scald the hogs in there ‘and then get the hair off, scrape
bhe hair off, before we butchered them and hand them up and take the
 insides out and take them down and cut the hams, and cut the lard. And

o tbey'd hme to cut. the lard and put the ket;tles over the fire ditch and

_Q. Did yau do. that. the same day that you butchered the hogs?
A Mo, you mever tried to do 1t all in one day-
Q .f'f 'Ih@t was the men's part of the butehering mg,ht"

':'A'.’ ﬁ[hen we'd be glad men the dinner came because we always had a
.. big * (laughs)
Q. You‘d eat pearb of the hog for dinner?

A, Scmetimes, but when we cooked the lard we'd get a plece of tenderloln
. £0 pui‘. ;m there and cook it and we'd then eat it; (laughs)

. m_f__f;:about the cracklings.




AL ’Ihat mans after the lard was squeezad out of the cmclcling‘s Oh,
- they. amn't bad to eat. _

Q. Naw t:hat was what was left of the lard mr 1t was boiled out?
<A Amm« you got the Jjulce ou.t of it.
Q. Haw did you get the cracklings out?

. /A. 'Put them in the lard press and squeezed down. Had a cloth inside

) A. Ye&.a

to put _fma_ lard in and that julce would go through the cloth and they'd
~Just.ralde their cloth up and took the crackizh-xggs out.

Q. And &hat was the treat?

2 Q. Nm %hen, what did the women do during the butchering time? The
. day. Z‘Y@u‘a&l butehered together?

. ik thaay visit.ed in the house. (laughter)

. And vbu tﬁok care of al-l ‘the meat? -

. Kep mem busy getting a big dimner ready. I don't me, there'd
e—H1C " men Would there be? Ten or twelve or fifteen, I imagine.

Q. _D@ the work cutting up the hogs outside?
Qe Did ou take care of the sausage t00?

A Ym we dld the sauﬁage
da you 4o that?

oy a_samag;e grinder and put it in a bilg tub then I believe they'd
aalt it;:~ and stir it all uwp and get 1t mixed up.

' ‘Q Mparts of‘thehogdidyou use forsamage‘?

5 ; _.,%A-_ 'I!w J.aan part ﬁor the sausage, cut if off of the sides.

\Q Whab mm sm Q,f t&w Other cuts of meat that you had then?

] : We had a smokehoyse, what we called a smokehouse,
"_’ mm up .’m the smokehouse. “And we'd have hickory wood to
e Qe YOH had youx* c’mn 1mavidual smokehouse at your hom'f’

'-{F'A Y@a.
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Q. Hmt lmg did it take to db that? i

A W@M, I don't know.  Two or three days: I think it was, different
times.  But if the bla:m would get too high, why, we would put sawdust
on it w 4t wouldn't blaze wup. '

";.Q NQW ’bhiﬁ was r'i@:’c in the smokehouse?

»A Y&ﬂm : ':-\; e .

_'Q \-Amdft.hey were hanging from the rafters. |
‘:-A Yea 5 well there were poles across that they hung from and they

‘had a flat old plece of a stove on the floor and the hogs were that

. fapr’ mma the gmoke .
. Q Abw:c three feet?

A. ’Ihme or four feet maybe.

oo » o > o

Q. Did yau smoke the hams and shoulders for all of those elght hogs

‘at one tﬁw?
- A. Y@ﬂw '
-Did; you do this as a service for the neiglbors‘?
_Yes.' And we'd go and help the neighbors.
Th&ae eig*;t; hogs were just for your famlly, right?
f-Yes.
'Ihan When the neiglbors wanted tosbuteher they would butcher a number

f b m& you would go help them. You shared the work?

.......

A. Yes > we traded work with them. Same way with threshing machine.

A Tﬁl&» about - that.

“A. ‘There were sbout eight or nine in our ring, you called it, that did
- the threghing together and they each helped each one. There were about

eight frame wagons hauling grain bundles to the separator and pitched

' them off. They had bands they had to cut—the bands on the shocks—-and

" the boy cm ereh | :_wm, or man would cut the bands for you; put them over

‘here ana !;hﬁn mi’.dmg man would push tm in the separtor.
Q. Wlmm w\em tm bands?
A, Avound the bundles. Yes. The binder would tie the bundles. The man

‘would push them in and you have to be careful. The man sometimes would

SRR e e

» gr-a.b m@m ‘chere md he's liable to cut hﬁ.s hand befére he cuts the band.




'Q. Do yw think that: _fa:mlng was as dangemm at that time as we
comidaw,_it now, with all the machinery? -

A wm,
Q What c:k) you think camed most of the accldents, farm accldents?

“A. Wel,l, I think the ¢oyn picker was one thing. Pull [stalks] out of
- bhe. ccam picker, get their hand caught in it.

I don't mw.f,-,,,:ﬁi imagine about ke this.

Q. maaw do you think cmmed most of the accid@nts when you were threshing?

“AL W "_I think, well, 1 don t know. Sometimes a person, a fellow,
“would'be up on the sepamtor and the chaln that draws the grain up to
. the: spm,tt sometimes a loose jacket would get caught in there in the
" wheel. tkmt was running around and ¥ear it off.

Q D:Ld you se¢ any actual farm accidents‘?

| A No, f,_I never did then.

Q Dd\mu think people \mm mare careful then?

A. Well, T think so, yes. But nowadays later when on the tractors
there 18 a revddving rod that goes back to the machinery, sometimes

you tend-to get your coat caught in that and wrapped all around and
“tear off an amm or something. We had this fellow that rented the place
- over:home! them, he was picking corn by himself and he stopped to rench
~.out the.-nghucks and he caught his handin there. Took 1t off right there.

Q. Was.*r.t&hat; scme time ago or recently during the corn plcking machine?
: A, Ym, ‘bhat was while I was hame, before I was married. He walked
down howe and & neighbor up there saw the plcker stopped over there and
“he went’ over to see what was ‘the matter and he found this fellow's hand
th@l"eu -

Q. And the fellow had wakked to get help?

. A. He wilked down home there and I don't know who tock him to the doctor,
but hmis still fa:mﬂ.ng Just took his hand off there and -come right along.

Q. ‘Ihen that &atea corn pickers back some years, doesn't it?
A, Yes.. 4

Q. How ama __m you think they started using corn pickers?

A. VWell: et'ﬁ geg. Seems to me when I was stlll at home we got a corn
pickae' Zﬁmhirk it was.




o A. Well tha early corn picker just took the whole ear off.  Now they
: piclc

@ éar and shell it right in the f‘l.ald and haul the shedled

. com t6 the elevator. Before, the elevatop shelled the com. They
hagd a m sheller. But'. w they Just- the grain in.

s :‘:-:':Q M“ﬁﬁl“ you werts, back- ‘o the farm you bmught back some methods
'-ﬁvom tha um.vem.ity tha:@ impmved farming?

A It:h:wcso. :

Ncm tell what: happened during the time: 'chat you stayed at home and

i helped with the farming, before you established your own home.

A. W@J,}s, I dld mest of the corm planting with a two-herse corn planter.

And we farmed about, I think we put in about one hundred seventy~five

acres cxf [coiss And I did most of the corn:planting.

Q. Dm yw have your own seed or did you buy seed. at that time?

A, No, m picked our own corn and stored:it through the winter. And in

er-we'd sort it ‘over, plck out the kemel and see If the kernel
- or not .

Q. You apent some wihter months plcldng over the seed for the spring.
How- m@h would you have to get ready then?

see, I've forgetten just how much an acre we counted on. We
6 plenty so we'd be sure there'd be enough.

Q. How did you plant corn at that time? You had-the two horse planter,
'rig“;'o e _ \

[ Tm WG horse planter and had to dmp 1t [corm] so we could plow it
“-erossways.  Hed a wire strung across the fleld and a fork on the planter
“and had byttons on the wire so far apert. The buttons would go ‘throdgh

‘this fork 'and bring the fork back and that would open and let the corn

" drop dgwn..  And whatever comes out, why, 1t's going to be. When you get

 sit0 the'd

pd; why, you pull the thing down behind the planter and then the
ndws would be about the same. So we could plow 1t crossways.

Crosg:

We plowed it flrst- one way and then you'd go crossways and then plow 1t

' cam Whatever you called that-—laid by the corm. Kind

A Oh was about fourteen or £1fteen. In the morning early, there would

@ the. cﬁm and bmshed on the sidﬂa of your trousers. (1augis)
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@

Byt tshen they had two men and my brother and I, four of us,, and w«a'd

g0 in. tl:se field and start and then we'd count off and leave ten rows
‘that fellow and the next fellow would leave ten rows, so four of

:‘usmuMplowom mauatime
% Qe How mny hcm%s did you have?

Q. N mat meant that you had quite a group of horses on your farm.

_A. Onjyes, you had, I don't know, twelve or fourteen horses around.
Q. Tell something about the horses. o

Qe Mdyau havﬁ any speclal pets?

""TA. ,.’Pmt"ﬁy near We had the old horse we drove to school finglly. Fat
~old; Vﬁllm horse. That was the time whern gitbomobiles first came in and |
“she wes always afraid of them. They'd have to get out, _well they'd }

- : stop: axm hold Her while the car went by.  (laughter)
Q \m@t kind of horses were the work horses"

A wem draft horses. We had one, two teams of driving horses.
= Werts ;ve to Springfield about once in two weeks maybe. ‘Take us about
:tWOT_.\_' rs to go in, driving the buggy . ‘

' Q Wllc} you ckive the draft horses?

'Hm i;hme were the driving horses.

Q. M k;’lnd Qf‘ a wagon? _
‘A, l%&t mnemlly a carriage, top carrlage, two seated carriag,e to go

_ eld 'Ihey had an outside stable there about where Bressmer's

#1) what you w@u:l,d when you spent the time in Spﬂngfield
3 m_{_apend and what would you do?

Atart hcm about “four 0'clock. Took us abopt a couple

Hore.  Most every time we'd get a bunch of bananas to eat

r hogie. (laughter) Then there was timber along the road and

. :{m it'd be warm and whenm cama to that shade along there. . . .

: nhe mads like"
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we:u, we took our time for the better t:l.me for the roads. But
dn't hmm any gravel or olled roads then..
Q. What were they like in the dry part of the sumer?
; A. 'Iﬁeyﬁei'e dusty. 'Ihem' 8 be just a tra.ok for the horses and wheels.
Q. Haw far was 1t from ywr home to .‘E;pr:lng:t‘:telc.‘l‘7
4. Abcm; flfteen miles. _
: ‘Q. W dld the wamen do when they went?
A. Oh, ;they'd shop around in the stores.
‘a mat;kmd of things dld they buy? Do you know?

. A, No, I don't.  They msde many of their caléthes. Bought some of
 their. cmtﬁide coats I guess, cloaks.

£Q. -What nud they make for you _men?

A. When we picked corn by hand we used to have gloves, mittens rather,
-a.nd mmer would sew patches on them when they got worn.

‘. Mm patcma gloves?

Q. th« about your work clothing? Did they make any of* your work
.clothing? - :

b Mo, ‘not many. We generally bought overalls, Jackets.

}\Q How long were you on the farm with your famlly when you came back
- from. tlw mmivax‘sity?

A. Abauﬁ ‘twenty years I guess it must have been. We moved from up there
down toweouwr Father bought our unclels place down here and we moved
when 1: was about eiglteen.

.8 Abm a_.tmman h01.1535 I guess. U'n&le ha,d built 1t. The house where
I was: bom was anly six rooms to start with and two story and a hallway.
. Bs the family grew they put on another place, two rooms, then Kitchen
. and anmmex* roQm. H:Lmd girl's TOOm Up. eiwm ‘the kitchen.

Q. Howdid you move. £o this other place?
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: A You mean 1ike when-we moved in wintertﬁzm? On sleds mostly.
e Why aid you decide %o change fams?
A, Well, T don't know:-
Q. Was 1t better land? ‘
A, Wel},, no, no better land. No, it was nm'a rough down there with the

- hellows-‘and pond and all, I don't know how.We happen to, because it
would bs nearw dcmrx here T guess.

: Q Did you sall the fam that you 1ef‘t;?
A No i WE st11] -owned that.

- Q. SG y’m moved to another house but you still farmed all the land.

A ms, had a hired man and his wife and fasdly live up there.
Q Mnhcmmmh 1and were you farming?

A. I hmnk abﬂut six hundred acres, I th:um altogether.

Q. And you personally had a lot of the responsibility for farming
- this, righ

_‘_:'A. Parb],v I guess.
Q. Were you responsible mostly for the com at that time too?

A. For the planting I was. Of course I helped pick the corn and when
we got ‘over here T had a corn picker and had a team of horses to a wagon
-and the, oo plcker on the tractor, small tractor, and I picked one row
“at a time. Get a load of corn, hitch the hopses up, take it to the crfib
andaem"' ‘any hand, thengobackandmokenthewagontothe
~eorn. picﬁmr'm mt another 1oad.




. A, Whan I wag home trmm and began helping amund the farm,I still

' --usad & walking plow one€ in a while—-two horses o it. - Then we got

a three horse riﬂlng plow. I forget what they call it now but anyhow
11t had thvee horses to it. Later on we got a four horse gang plow with
two plaws on 1t. {'Bo I thought that tumed the dirt very fast.

Q. Haw qmch of a chagga did that make in the time that it tock you to
. do your: plowing?

A, Wen, it was two plows and one plow together. We did twenty-five or
2 thirty ‘@cres 2 -day, maybe.

Q. What. was it before that?

" A, Well, I don't. know. I didn't do mach with the walking plow of course.
' That was before my time but that was, ch, I don't remember just how many

3 acmg But 1t took me quite a while to get it all plowed just with a
- dog plow. Of course I had two or three plows and always had two men

"at homs there to help. The fertilizer dldn't begin wuntil I was married
and . over here several years after that and then the plant wasn't
mmiwg dewn here then.

Q Y&wm did you get your fertilizer?

down here on Ward Hopwood's place. They mixed it down there.

‘Q,. Vhéxle did you get 1t when you first started fertilizing? Same place?
A 'Yea, same place. Cot all of it right down there.

Nm mﬁ that 1lime that you used?

Yea, Time and then they had liquid f‘erbilizer too

;-\,’ tha’c 's been more tha:n fifteen years down here.

'W@I;L Just c.lmmr rmstly as fertilizer. ' Plowéd under the clover and
the com gtalks. That was most of the fertilizer then. And of course,

+ had cows, gairy cows, and manure from their that was scattered on—shed a
S peegcattered on the land, helped mm too. After I came over here
we. had ﬁm@ datry cws and hogs. About ezlmt or ten horses had to have to




.. colts to harness and. to
BN yomg me, I bmke him tcaWOrk

: “do the mrk Had a horse team, three home s and have to change. off once
“in awhtle. Young's father raised our colts.and then we'd break the
.« I had one I bm:gh‘c over here, a colt,

Q. Ted ; how you &id that.

A, F#m@ I had a three horse plow and three horses to 1t. The first
tmhim d him to the third horse and had.a line back to him and this
- let h

Q HW.-M did it teake to break a horse? :

1L, I don't Imow, smmtimes a week or more. More if you- g@t down
But they wasn't too.bad and when the colts was weaned, we put
“them 1n:the 10t and bring them over to the hay barn—-had a box stall
8'd have about two colts in there:at a time put in there.

srid I had rope halters with a long rope on it, and the stick,

: 1ck in the top of the halter and then go in there and slip it
-ovax' tﬁaﬁm heads and we'd catch them thataway. Then we'd get up to

-~ them anid pet them and tame them. They'd tame down and we'd have to

' tram'? t:maa to 1ead 'That was quite a job sometimes.

Can :mu remenber any speclal episodes with a special horse that you
‘ haw :pmblam with?

i A.- Well I told about that old yellow mare we drove to- school 8o scared

of autaﬁ. byt all the horses were scared ¢f autos at first. When we

- used to drive to Springfield we used to have a driving team and we'd go

* Gown! *bl‘w{;ﬁtreet along the streetcar line and they'd shy at that pretty
‘ ‘mch tacs 'I‘r-ying to keep off of the streetc;ar line.

I):Ld yau bave any incidents happen with any of the work horses?

"one horse, one ycmng horse, got what they called sleeping
i 810&::_1&&3 @nd, oh, he Just got ‘crazy, ,just bi‘be things. Had him in a

4@ separate place. But finglly he died. But he, oh, he
Some kind of sickmess. q\t};ey called it.

gvel along with the horses and get use to going aleng thataway.
'Ihen Miy I put h:hn in' the harpess and he's soon find out bogo along.

r 1t was but T didn't have any others with 1t. Of course,




A. Yaa.,
"‘ Q. wzm was the acreage?

A, nig piece was sevemzy acres here and thﬂl’l that ran into ny aunt's
fam mxt to here._

Q.. Hcmmmh was that?

A A w:tle better than sixty acres.

Q. “Then. did you st1ll help farm that sixty acres?

A. Ne, *K di<;1r1't help farm that, I just :E‘armed over here. And that
ggeggs‘r aaems up th@r*e, so 1t made about, ch, one hundred fifty acres

Q Was thal: considered enough land to prov:'l.de a good living for a farm
famlly at that tixre‘?

;A. Well it was at that time I think, yes.
'Q. How do you think that has changed?
“A. What do you mean changed?

Q.- Do ‘mu th,ink that one hundred f‘if‘ty acres can support a farm family
nmr? _

“Oh. m, I don't belleve it could hardly The way the machinery 1is

how 1t's changed.

A Taxes. have gotten so high and fertilizer and seed and everything,
so that counts up quite a bit. And there's transit.

Q. What are some of the changes you have seen in farming practices‘?
Iet's gp back to when you started. You were talking about working the
‘horses, a}l right then, when did you get" your first tractor and how did

“that ahanae your farming practices?

A. T gob.my first tractor when I was three or four years over here.

I got & small Jntervational tractor and had a cultivator on it. You
Leould vlow the:gomm with it and also had a p&ace where you could hitch

- a plow behind 1t -apd you could pull and that made quite a difference.
“Then I had : plow Ford. Had two plows on it right under the tractor
and that h&&pﬁdm Then you could usé *bhe tractor and you didn't need
horses. .

m Vmﬁn 11; came tim to harvest the cm:'n, you 8till harvested by
M« men?
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oA We hamstad by hand until, ch, I imagzlm twentymor twenty-ﬁ.ve
¥ yea;m, 1 imagine by hand. e

Q 'I.'ell how you dld thet..

A. Had a wagon two horses and had on one slde of the wagon had what
*waa called a bump board. It would go along the wagon. The ears hit
asamst the bump board and they'd fall into the wagon.

A hundred bushel picker a day, was very good and I thought I'd try it.

One tim: I was hauling to the elevator out here so I thought I'd try
‘I.got out edrly, hopped to it and in two days I did a hundred

buanels & day by mmi (laughs) Just from dawn to dark putting 1t up.

Q. Didmu walk along beside the wagon?

‘ 'wa]iced along slde: the wagon. Generally took two rows of
") ;_'“_rigzt by the wagon and one over here and just throw them.

Q Wiwt was the art of corn pilcking to make it go faster?

" A. Ymi had tO hustle along and not waste any time. Just grab shold
of it. m@_fdark up the husk and jerk the ear out,

Q. --_‘Waswﬁ them somthing that you wore on your hands that helped?
A Ony yes. Had a husking pad.

Q. T ot that.

| A. Tt aldpped on your fingers and had a curve out here, hook--kind of a
hook-—-smd you ripped the shuck out with that and then throw i1t in. And
then on w thupb I had a wire thunb stall. A plece of wire in the thumb.
Q. . DM you wear glaoves?

VA ”__Yee;, T wore mittens.

- Q. "B:td you Wear that thmb stall over your m:lttens"

A, 'Yes but I’d k@ep wearing the mitten out riglt away. It'd soon wear
“wout on the mi'ctan.

M tp' be_..,patehed. Wemm*t; there mittens that had a

Firg %Imhey’mly had the 3ingle thumb but then they got 80 they had
the dm&le thurb ; tumed them over.




Q Hm did the shucldn@ peg improve your speed?

A. Usg& the shucklng peg-all the time from the beginning. Some kind
oﬂf No » 1f you jwt dld it by hand you just wore out your hand

T told about ‘bha.t the other day - IT'had a one row plcker
tor and you'd go around and get a load of corn, walk your
i the pickepr; and when they got a load have horses out there
: : e erib and mlc:ad by hand and then come back

you staze all ymr own com? :
'W did in t:hosa days -Yes, we had rather a big corn cr'ib and

Ch‘_ Gty see, what wes it? I've forgotten what they counted to the

t:haia tmmh wheaﬂb mybe, and then the rest in corn.

Q D;Ld you plan to planb Just enoug;h to feed your stock?

e ‘;-'"fbr the- cowW I‘eed. And the hor'ses, of course, eat ‘ear comrand
: oabs anﬁ then we had hag.r, timothy and alf.‘alfa hay.

Q 'I‘ell_abaut baling the hay. Fipst it was loose hay, wasn't it?

2y - downy e then let 1t dry a while and then rake it
Hen weld go along with the wagon, spring.wagen, one

nd two on the ground, pitched the hay into the wagon.
nto the barn. Hay carvier and the rope would come
gut it in the hay and on the other end of the




e would tvml amund and ccme back and be ready: for the next time.
: Tell haw mrw pecaple it took and how long 1t took.

A, Cenera ha.dt:wawagmsand about two men in the fileld and a
- rman m‘“&ﬁm_wamn and th:) in the barn, about six and the bogpy. It'd
31;3}@@._" it that many. : _

- Q EW mrw times did you do haying during the. summer?

O Alt‘aa_m we did about twice a year, anth Sometimes three times.
2 The tlmothy hay we just eub the one time and the straw from the field
. of whea;t: we'd" bale that and put that in the barn for bedding for the
cows and horses. So the barn-loft was pmtty well filled with bales,

bales: ei'k.timthy hay.

Q. At: ﬁmt you didn't bale the hay?
A.. m,m't bale the hay.
you baled the straw?

] _, "the stmw, yes.
Q. %ll about threshing, the changes you've geen in threshing

vl X@s, the wheat, we threshed 1t. I guess I've told about the nelghbors
:a8ll helped with the threshing. About eight neighbors—-men all around——

“and. the&'d g0 to each plage. Begln at one end one year and then the
SrneRt .mar_they'd begln at; the other end. : _ \

Frmm ver:. They came at night so thay’d be at your house for

Q. 'I‘e- npwbigthetm'em:gmlgwasandwhohadathmwingmchine
tand how: ;’tmy worked that.

A. M.:ﬁt generally they had a . . . Flrst there was a straw stacker, then
‘the- two.men. on the stacks kind of stacked the stack right. Then there was
‘a man op the separator, machine man, and the one that run the englne and
“the water hauler. Anyhow, five men with the machine, then besides the two
+ ;men thab cut the bales--twine--and the middle man shoved it into the separ—
+ ;ator:abafitthe separabor would revolve it into--straw stacker is separate
1 from. the separator and ‘it had.slats, reel it up and that would bring it
- up onthe straw stack &g a men would . . (nolse on tape; inaudible)
R 3-_‘_I helped stack some’ t_"_ :

1Q. What Idnd of 3 Job 1 ___._fmat?
'A & 'ﬁiﬂ-qui’ce a job; when the wind blew. eapecially
Q What am the: wm;l g7
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would blow the atm around and if you got -on the wrong side
28 tsm bad,

' a S!;mu would blw all cwer you.
stacked the stm What did you de with the wheat straw?

Sl Well, the wheat you stacked that, too. But you stacked that
‘separate from the aat straw because the wheat. straw we'd bale. Or

- sometines we'd fed the gfrew-—oat straw. And the wheat straw we'd
' bale eparate, had & sepgrate stack. Sametimes we'd put the stack

2 the fleld fer a: wind shelter for the stock, too because 1t
j'-Ewim] unwes ammd tmm the north--north wind—and it'd help shelter

ved 1%: t)ut theve. 1nto the fleld and sombody had ,jwmed from
md bumhamd a hog.

RGY _" (laugns) They go't the hog. I don't know how they happened
“to. @eb it from the straw stack there and dragged it over to the railroad.
._f.;(lm@w} So we lost thab hog.

Q Wam them W mm’e :anidents like ’chat of 1osing chickens or hogs
or cattle?

'--i"@_'A. th; f-..of-_-.‘om's I donte think. I don't kmw of any arownd here.
P 0, gogm wauld come and get the chickens.

AL ‘Bw goons would come to the chicken house. We'd have to close up
o the ahiaken h@me at night.

- »Q Wha;; did you do- when you heard the chiokens at night?

A We'd have ‘to go out and scare them out.

C Q Di:d W@u ever take your gun'?

. We had a place there where we could close this little
en _house and generally closed that trying to keep them

Q. Nhsa#s sbout. shéép? Did you have any sheep on your farm?

we had a f&w, yes, but we dldn't keep them too long. Then we
- thére where the bamyard—wve had grass on that and:TI had a
shmpoan thai:




Q Wmd you use those couple of sheep for?

"'A Jtﬁt tca ml& and k:eap the grass down.
Q. Y@u Qalled them the grass cutters?

A. 'I'm dswn mm One or two years I had sheep and then I had two
.calves. at other times. Had corn right near the fence and they'd break
‘the fence dcmn and get into the corn field. That was a ,job, so I quit
“that. ;

Q. Wh& ' WOuld you have to do when the cattle got in the corn fiea?

A. We, v’?-have 10 g0 chase them up and we'd: mund them up and get them
:;back m*&he pen.

Q. ‘Dzic’.'i» ii; c&useanv harm to._ the cattle wﬁen they got in the corn field?
" A. No,&tdim't seem to hurt them any.

Q. -What dmditdotothe corn?

?;}A- Krmkad same of it dcmn They'd go down between the rows mostly.

Q. Whak. wiere scme of the other things that kept you busy on the farm?
(Tell h«m winter: was different from summer.

A Well in the wintert:im we had hogs. We kept them over in what we
called the feed lot over there by the crib kind of on a hill and kind
.of a gulley around the side of it and we'd feed the hogs over there.

- I'd go over there and shell out the corn to them. Sometimes it would
“be snmﬂ.ng-ﬂmd weather—I'd have to be faoing the wind coming up
the . . (1nau<iible)

Q. Waa:fyour work day as long in the winter as 1t wes in the summer?

~A. No, it pot dark sooner in the winter and we'd come in by then.
‘Didn't. ‘Hm‘]rc mich after dark.

Q. Whah timgdid you get wp in the morning in the winter?

A. Com pﬂ.ck;t,ng time we got up fairly early. We'd be out as soon as
you c@ulﬁﬁee. You'd have to -do the milking and feed the horses and
get them in and eat breakfast and then hitch up to go out in the field
by day ',t, anyhow I don't know what time, I imagine five o'clock

.Q. Hew. long a day did you pick com?

“A. From daylig:t to about dark. Sometimes get a load before dark. I
‘think m“: would generally get two loads a day.

_Q. Hcmlate in the winter did the com pic:k:lng go on?
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A .%me*bzhms until after Christmas. Get bad weather and you couldn't
‘do-it. ~Had a lot of corn to get out and it took a while to do it.

Ch, @awmlly begin about the first of Novenber to pick and then it'd

be, oh_,.»(be Christmes or a.rber sometimes before they'd finish,

. ,;)f-_-

Qe What. were your. chommlike, then, after the cormn was out of the
field ﬁll lald by" -'

Q Ww there ewery any leisuxe time on the farm?

A Gh WB, in the wintertime in the mlddle of the day you'd have a
little laisw.‘ﬂ time. :

Q. mm ax'e Some of the hobbies that you developed diring the years
when yuu had mm extra time?

T4 A Over at. tm high school they had adult classes in woodworking
“‘and I went over there, jolned over there, and made tables and this
table s, and that steptable, coffee tables and several things.

: Q Hw fhazve yeur hobbias changed over the years'?
A Lamx' years they had painting classes down at Petersburg and an
instrugkor from the university came down, a painting instructor and

gave pﬂﬁming lessons and Frances went down to take painting lessons.
So T hadto go dﬁﬁm and 80" I took carving lessons from him.

' ?:.. Q ‘I‘ell about your. hobby of carving.

AT g;)t’. 80 I could carve fairly well and in the wintertime I did
aketchmg too, slmtching different buildings.

Q Do you consider yourself in a seml-reflrement now?

A Yes o L raetired several yeam ago, six or eigth years ago I imagine,
f‘rom farming.

Q S'mpﬁ; yw} ve m’cired yc:u've gone on 21 trips‘?

-A. Wellj I've forgotten to count them, F'.r-ances sald it was 21. Yes,
.ve we $ige, Europe twice, Mexlco, out West, California; Seattle,
- Washir e » Canada--we went themv—Japan, Hawaii, Hong Kong.

o We flew.of ;' Pac:i.ﬁcr %o Japan and over the Atlaritic twice for Europe .

-$he last time we got on the plane at London.

. When we; g

e iand cam' aﬂ.m mnicago Before, we had to go to New York and come

«. {We took the bus from Spr’d.ngf‘ield to New York.

I had bﬁen in. &wope befom when I was in World War I,eight months.
:TWo - of - the ‘months- were spent in England and France. Wnen the war
endm Pwas in mﬁhim gum school '
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= Q. Do you think that a farm famlly can be Just as cosmopolitan as a
town famlly?

4. Oh, I think so.

'Q. It sounds like :,_ygu\h'avle. - If you had to start a career over again
~would you have done 1% just like you did?

. A. (n, I imaglne so, yes. Wouldn't do it any different. I was brought
up on the farm and knew farming, about all I knew. : ¢

' Q. Whab are some of the- Qhanges that you think have been most
v-_-pronounaed in the manner of farming over the years?

A, What do you mean, an ixmrovement‘7

Q. Ri@t

A. Well, the corn plckez%—sheiler now does away with a lot of the com
haullng in ears to the elevator. And then shell it over there, shell
:i.t x"lmt ipthe field. I think that is quite an improvement.

Q. Do: yau think that the men who are farming now have as hard a life

v as yow ha& when you star*bwad farming?

“A.  No, I don't think so. 'Ihey have more machlnery now and can ride

- and don't have to walk. - When we used to plow the ground we'd have a

.+ three seetion harvew with four horses to it and you walk behind and
drive: them And if the harrow wasn't heavy enough they'd put loads
‘on the harrow instead of you riding it, yoi'd walk behind. (1augls)

_;:-;Q Do: ymu think that the men in your day got a lot more exercise?

‘A. Yes. th@y did. (laughter) (tape twmed off and on)

_\"Q Now, Wé.lter, you've todid us about famming and such. Do you have

. ‘some. things you want to tell use about how your ancestprs pioneered and
+settled in this part of the country?

A. '._Wall-,- my grandfather's folks came from Kentucky. My mother's folks
came ‘up in a covered wagon and they settled just about three miles from
here on the other side of the Indian Point church in 1821. There was—
‘what was 11.;, four?. :

Q. How _cﬂ.d? ttgay come?

:A. a. v wagon ‘They had oxen I guess Yes, they had oxen. My
 grandfather's mther married a, well, the Williamses came before that,
- ddn'g- ¥?  No. The Culvers came in about 1935, I think it was. They

" ploy wd over here. Grandfather bought.the land from the goverrment.
~And tl@e ancestors—-most of them mine—ancestors are buried down here at
" _ithe Indlsn Point cametery. On one side, onay mother's side, T have four
= ;mmmﬁ&ms buried there. B
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Q Wha was your mother's name, last nam?

A, ﬁ@hmm - Gn my fasbhar's side there are three gemerations buried
; there. e -

Q. So. after they came from Kentucky they settled pretty much in this
sarea’ aﬁd ata,ved"

R0 Yea,f " Yea, it was close to the creek and tinber' Got close to
~ tinber'sc they'd have log houses and I thmk thiey built the log house
< there. i I don'ﬁ know how long they kept it..

-9 Can ym ﬁxplain wl':y this particular comumity was called Indian

| A It '3 guite an’ Indian place around here. and we used to find several
“arrowss-Indlan arrows, amund on the gmund and dig them up.

Qs Are- thamwarw fmxily stories about the Ihdians when your family
_ﬁ‘.",ﬁattled here? _

“A. Noj T don‘t know of any right now. I don't think they had much

E t:rwble with the Indians by the time they came. Because there wasn't
“fany apound then but there was one settlememt of Indians down towards.
' that way. (motions direction)

-_knw what tribe of Indlans lived in this area?

i-_Qﬂ o ou
@d off and on) -

- i(tape tu __
'A. The last teibe of Indians that were arcund here were the Potawatoml

o and they: Tinally left and Went over ’cowards C&mndlerville, Illinois and
:ﬁmlly ed out. o

Q. ' Did all of your mother's and father's families, both, follow farming
' careers: er did &ny of them branch into other businesses?

| }.A m of them dld farming T think, yes.

18 Wham are same of the tales you remevber some of them telling about
-early fawmng or life .just ploneering. Do you remember any stories that

- your told"
f_A. ?"mis particular story. Once my grandfather used to ride his
“horse: bake a sack of wheaktdown to New Salem to get 1t ground for

. . He sald he remenbered seeing. Lirigoln down there when he was
own there. But it surely wasn't a Verg m.g sack to be on a horse, but
rode ; a horse. down there.

Q Dmhe.go very often?

A 1 dm't know how often he'd have to 8°- That's where he got it ground.

Q m‘m was the alosast place to Indian Point‘?




ol E h;lm else you ean tell about some of‘ your ancestors that settled
o here‘?’ f&iw many childmn did: your grandfather have?

adfather had thm girls and two boys I guess, yes. Oh he was

; ed ¥ In.the first marriage he had a boy and a girl and the

: girl dip;i after she was @f ‘age. Then he married the second time and

had- tlmme glrls and on@ -

Q. What« &bout your mﬁher's f‘amily" How big & family did they have?
' A. Wela.-. ‘that was her mndma

F.C.. 'Im four*tseen‘? Don't you know the Williams that came?

_'Q Who h&d fourteen children?
F G %Ime ane that came, the first one that came had fourteen children.

S Q. Was that your mother's family?

F c. ?ﬁ&s.

,;A. Yea that; was the other ancestors. The Williamses was the main ones;
- aldest amsstar. - Their daughter Cynthia w:,mam married Johnson, my
- grandfather's ‘father and then she had three or four boys I think and I
don't ‘think she had any girls. They lived around here, most of them.
“Tnele Jeff Jobmson-had a deer park down here just west of the church
" and he kept deer there and had slates—high slats—and once in a while
“one wou;Ld get out, jump over the top. (laughs) Have to round it up.

X Q Do yﬂu remettber that or was that before you time?

| ‘A.  No,: I remerber that That was when I went to school down here they
Was st;:Lll there. R _

ﬁi‘:_‘Q W&m there. any wild deer around?

Y YE.*S, there were wild deer around, too. There still is once in a while
~downin m@ timber there, .

Q. W&ll, thank you for the reminiscing (tqpe turned:. off and on)

‘Bulver 1s an 86 year old fammer who was borm in the Indian Point
| 48 six miles northeast of Athems. He has spent all of his
¢, H.j.s present home, which he am@ Frances st1ll maintain, he
zm byide 51 years ago. : .




