
PREFACE 

T h i s  manuscr ipt  is  t h e  p roduc t  of t a p e  recorded  i n t e r v i e w s  conducted 
by Linda S. J e t t  f o r  t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  F a l l  Semester  
of 1979. M r s .  J e t t  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  
Margaret  Honey reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Margaret  Honey w a s  born i n  Newton, I l l i n o i s ,  on May 8 ,  1884. She 
a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  Newton and upon g r a d u a t i o n  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  i n  
Newton. She m a r r i e d  a fa rmer ,  John Honey, who l a t e r  became a C h r i s t i a n  
m i n i s t e r .  Margaret  r e v e a l s  some i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  of a m i n i s t e r ' s  
wi fe .  

A f t e r  her husband 's  d e a t h ,  Margaret  l i v e d  by h e r s e l f  u n t i l  s h e  e n t e r e d  
t h e  L inco ln  Nurs ing Home i n  L inco ln ,  I l l i n o i s .  When Lewis Memorial 
C h r i s t i a n  Nursing Home i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  was completed,  Margaret  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  where s h e  now r e s i d e s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy o f  t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  v iews 
expressed  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ip t  may be  r e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
wi thou t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Margaret  E. Honey, October  1979 ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Linda S. J e t t  , I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q.  Mrs. Honey, when were you born?  

A. I w a s  born i n  1884, May 8. 

Q. And where . . . 
A. In Newton, I l l i n o i s .  

Q. And what was your  m o t h e r ' s  name? 

A .  My m o t h e r ' s  name w a s  Mary J a n e  S t u a r t  b e f o r e  s h e  was mar r ied .  

Q .  And your  f a t h e r ' s  name? 

A.  My f a t h e r ' s  name w a s  P e r r y  Re i sner .  

Q. And how many c h i l d r e n  were t h e r e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ?  

A. There  were  seven c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  i n  t h e  fami ly .  And my mother had seven 
c h i l d r e n ,  and s h e  was t h i r t y - o n e  y e a r s  o l d  when s h e  d i e d .  

Q. What d i d  she d i e  o f ?  

A. Typhoid f e v e r .  

Q. How d i d  s h e  c a t c h  typhoid  f e v e r ?  

A. Well, s h e  caught i t  from my f a t h e r ,  I guess ,  because  h e  went o u t  and 
t o o k  c a r e  of h i s  f a t h e r  when h e  had i t .  And when he came back ,  why h e  
took  i t .  And t h e n  s h e  t o o k  i t  from him. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  youngest  c h i l d  
wasn ' t  two o r  t h r e e  years old .  And I d o n ' t  know whether  s h e  was e x p e c t i n g  
a n o t h e r  c h i l d  o r  n o t  because  they had seven c h i l d r e n  a l r e a d y ,  and you 
cou ld  count  on them hav ing  them about  e v e r y  two y e a r s .  

Q. How d i d  your f a t h e r ' s  f a t h e r  c a t c h  t h e  typho id  f e v e r ,  do you know? 

A. Wel l ,  he  went o u t  and took c a r e  of h i s  f a ther  t h a t  had i t .  

Q. Was t h i s  an epidemic? 

A. W e l l ,  you know typhoid  f e v e r  i s  very  c o n t a g i o u s ,  and t h a t ' s  how h e  
go t  i t ,  you s e e .  And, of c o u r s e ,  t h e n  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know how t o  v a c c i n a t e  
f o r  i t .  
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Q. How d i d  t h e y  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  peop le  t h e n ?  

A .  Well ,  j u s t  l i k e  anybody e l s e  b e  s i c k  peop le ;  t h e y  t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. 
And 1 d o n ' t  know much about  t h a t .  You s e e ,  I was j u s t  a c h i l d  when t h a t  
happened, and I d i d n ' t  know how t h e y  t o o k  c a r e  of them. Only j u s t  l i k e  
anybody e l s e  t h a t  was s i c k .  

Q. How o l d  were you? 

A. Well, I was on ly  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  when my mother d i e d .  

Q. What do you remember about  your  mother? 

A. About my mother? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  Oh, 1 remember about  one t ime  when we went t o  some p l a c e ,  t o  a meet ing 
I went w i t h  h e r  one evening.  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e n  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any e l e c t r i c  
l i g h t s  o r  a n y t h i n g  on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  no e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  on t h e  s t r e e t s  o r  
any th ing .  It g o t  d a r k  and when we came home--why I was s o  proud t o  be  
because  I had a l i t t l e  h a t  t h a t  had a feather on i t .  I always enjoyed 
t h a t  s o  much, and s o  s h e  took me.  And, of c o u r s e ,  I had c u r l s  t h e n .  My 
h a i r  was i n  c u r l s  and I g u e s s  you can s e e  tha t - - I  j u s t  combed i t ,  washed 
it t h i s  morning and i t ' s  k i n d  o f  bad.  I had c u r l s ,  and I had t h i s  l i t t l e  
h a t  on,  and s h e  took me w i t h  h e r  up t o  t h i s  meet ing.  I d o n ' t  know what 
k ind  o f  a meet ing i t  w a s .  But when we came back,  oh,  i t  was s o  da rk .  1 
w a s  a f r a i d  a l l  t h e  way because  we c o u l d n ' t  h a r d l y  s e e  t o  go,  you know, 
because  i t  was dark .  And we passed a p l a c e  where t h e r e ' s  a lumberyard 
t h e r e ,  and w e  cou ld  h e a r  somebody o u t  i n  t h e  lumber o r  something,  and t h a t  
s c a r e d  us  t o o .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t ime  I remember a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I e v e r  d i d  
w i t h  my mother.  

Q.  Did yourmother  work o u t s i d e  of t h e  house? 

A. Oh, no. She [was] busy w i t h  t h e  seven c h i l d r e n ,  why she c o u l d n ' t  
work anywhere o u t s i d e  t h e  home. 

Q. What d i d  your  f a t h e r  do? 

A. Why h e  was a c a r p e n t e r  and a c a b i n e t  maker. Be made a bookcase ,  and 
a c h e s t  o f  d rawers ,  and t h e n  h e  made a s e c r e t a r y ,  what you c a l l e d  a 
s e c r e t a r y .  It was a t o p  p a r t ,  you know, where you open o u t ,  and t h e  
p l a c e s  t o  put  t h i n g s  i n .  

Q. Okay. Who took  c a r e  of you a f t e r  your  mother d i e d ?  

A. Why my f a t h e r  t o o k  c a r e  of us .  My o l d e r  s i s t e r  was about  f o u r t e e n ,  
I g u e s s ,  and s h e  j u s t  went ahead.  We a l l  j u s t  tu rned  t o  h e r .  Whenever we'd 
want t o  do a n y t h i n g ,  why we'd have t o  a s k  h e r .  J u s t  l i k e  we'd a s k  our  
mother. And s h e  was v e r y ,  v e r y  wonderful  g i r l ,  and s h e  d i e d  when s h e  was 
twenty- f ive. 

Q. What d i d  s h e  d i e  o f ?  
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A. She had w a t e r  on h e r  lungs .  And I d o n ' t  know what e l s e .  They thought  
s h e  had T. B. b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s h e  d i d .  But s h e  had w a t e r  on h e r  l u n g s .  

And I had t h a t  on me when I went down t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Wel l ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
h a r d l y  b r e a t h e .  I j u s t  f e l t  l i k e  I c o u l d n ' t  h a r d l y  b r e a t h e ,  and s o  I 
went t o  t h e  d o c t o r .  And h e  s e n t  m e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  r i g h t  away. I 
had w a t e r  on my l u n g s  and w a t e r  on my h e a r t .  And I t h i n k  i t  must have been 
l i k e  s h e  was. Of c o u r s e ,  now t h e y  know how t o  t r e a t  i t ,  you s e e .  And s o  
t h e y  t o o k  m e  down t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and g i v e  me oxygen f o r  abou t  two weeks, 
and I was t h e r e  and t h e n  I came home. 

Q.  Well ,  now, your  o l d e r  sister, d i d  s h e  marry? 

A.  No. No. She h a d a b o y f r i e n d  b u t  s h e  n e v e r  m a r r i e d .  And when s h e  g o t  
s o  s h e  c o u l d n ' t  h a r d l y  do a n y t h i n g  much, why she s t a y e d  w i t h  my a u n t ,  
Aunt Mary Eck. And t h i s  young man roomed t h e r e .  When s h e  passed  away, 
why, h e r  f r i e n d s  come in--she d i e d  a t  home--and h e r  f r i e n d s  came i n .  And 
t h i s  b o y f r i e n d  came o v e r  and h e l d  h e r  hand u n t i l  s h e  d i e d .  

Q. Did s h e  n o t  marry because  of t h e  younger c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No. No .  She j u s t  h a d n ' t  go t  t o  a  p l a c e  where s h e  wanted t o  g e t  
mar r ied .  

Q. How d i d  your  f a t h e r  manage t o  t a k e  c a r e  of a l l  of  you? 

A. Wel l ,  h e  j u s t  worked s o  hard  and r a i s e d  a garden  and k e p t  hogs and 
k e p t  h o r s e s .  And we had two b i g  l o t s .  One b i g  l o t  and one was south--we 
had o u r  barn.  And down i n  t h e r e  h e  r a i s e d  some corn  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  
and e v e r y t h i n g  h e  r a i s e d .  And h e  had a  n i c e  ga rden ,  and h e  had bees  and 
we g o t  honey. H e  bought molasses  by t h e  b a r r e l  and sa l t .  And we used t o  
t a k e  o u r  eggs  o u t  and p u t  them i n  t h e  sa l t  b a r r e l  because  t h e y  s a i d  t h e y ' d  
keep b e t t e r  i n  t h e  salt b a r r e l .  

Q. Oh r e a l l y ?  

A. Yes. And we had c h i c k e n s ,  and s o  we had eggs  t h e r e  t o  use .  And t h e n  
we had a cow s o  we 'd  have p l e n t y  of milk.  And we had a l i t t l e  o r c h a r d  up 
n o r t h  of t h e  house ,  and i t  had a p p l e s  and peaches  on i t .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way 
h e  took  c a r e  o f  us.  

Q. Did h e  s e l l  t h e  merchandise  o r  was t h i s  j u s t  enough f o r  t h e  fami ly  t o  . . . 
A. J u s t  f o r  t h e  fami ly .  H e  was j u s t  r a i s i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .  

Q .  So t h e n  . . . 
A. W e  bu tchered  hogs and had p l e n t y  of meat, you s e e ,  t h a t  way. 

Q. So n o t  o n l y  was he  a fa rmer  s o r t  of l i k e ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  b u i l t  c a b i n e t s  
o r . . .  

A. Oh, y e s .  
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Q. . . . houses? 

A. H e  had a  shop uptown where he worked when he had time. Why, he worked 
up t h e r e  i n  h i s  shop, and h e  b u i l t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  And I know he b u i l t  a 
bookcase. The bottom p a r t  of t h e  bookcase was a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of wood 
t h e r e  i n  a  diamond shape. And I d i d n ' t  know what eve r  become of t h a t .  I 
thought my b r o t h e r  took i t .  He was my youngest b r o t h e r , a f t e r  my f a t h e r  
d ied .  We had t o  ge t  r i d  of t h e  s t u f f  t h e r e .  I thought my b r o t h e r  took 
it but  I guess h e  must have s o l d  i t .  Because one day I w a s  i n  Newton, and 
I was i n  t h e  f eed  s t o r e ,  and they had t h a t  desk t h e r e ,  t h e  lower p a r t  of 
i t .  I took t h e  t op  p a r t  and used i t ,  put  my books i n .  It j u s t  l i f t e d  o f f ,  
you know, and I could use i t .  One day they had a s a l e  uptown, and they 
so ld  an o ld  l a d y ' s  th ings .  I bought a  t a b l e  t h e r e ,  a walnut t a b l e  f o r  
t h r e e  d o l l a r s .  One of t h e  l eaves  on t h a t  t a b l e  j u s t  f i t  where they took 
t h a t  o f f  of t h e  t op  p a r t  t h e r e .  It j u s t  f i t  on t h e r e  and s o  T had t h a t .  
Made m e  a  n i c e  bookcase. My daugh te r ' s  go t  it down t h e r e  now. 

Q. Did you l i v e  i n  t h e  country t hen ,  when you were c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No. We l i v e d  i n  town. W e  l i v e d  i n  Newton. 

Q. But you were a b l e  t o  have l i v e s t o c k  i n  town? 

A. Oh, yes .  H e  had two b i g  l o t s  t h e r e ,  and w e  h a d o n e l o t  where we kept  
our cows and p i g s  and ho r se s  and a l l  r i g h t  i n  t h a t  r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  road 
from us. W e  w e r e  on one s i d e  of t h e  road and they were on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
It was between t h e  road and t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Rai l road  went r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  i t .  

Q. How d i d  you f a t h e r  ge t  back and f o r t h  t o  work? 

A .  Be walked. W e  d i d n ' t  have any o t h e r  way t o  go, only walk. Everybody 
walked then. Why 1 walked t o  school  when I taught  school .  I taught  t h e r e ,  
and I walked back and f o r t h  a t  noon. I don ' t  know, i t  w a s  f i v e  o r  s i x  
b locks  t o  d inner .  

Q. Can you desc r ibe  t h e  house t h a t  you l i v e d  i n  as a c h i l d ?  

A.  I descr ibed  i t ,  you know, when I t o l d  you t h a t  before .  It had a  f r o n t  
room, and then w e  had a p a r l o r ,  what we c a l l e d  a p a r l o r .  We d i d n ' t  use  
t h a t  very  much. And i t  was j u s t  s p e c i a l  occasions t h a t  we eve r  used t h e  
p a r l o r .  And of course ,  when I got  b i g  enough t o  have company, boyf r iends ,  
why I would e n t e r t a i n  them i n  t h e  p a r l o r .  

Q. Were you chaperoned? 

A. Oh no, no t  always. ( laughs)  
* 

Q. Did you have ca rpe t ing  back then? 

A.  Have what? 

Q. Carpet ing? Rugs? 
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A. W e l l ,  I don ' t  remember. Y e s .  We had our  c a r p e t ,  I t h i n k ,  on t h e  f l o o r  
i n  t h e  p a r l o r .  But engrained c a r p e t  i n  t h e r e .  And then ,  of course ,  i n  t h e  
d in ing  raom i t  was a r a g  c a r p e t .  You know, where they woved r ag  c a r p e t s .  
You've seen a r ag  c a r p e t ?  

Q. Y e s .  Were t h e  ca rpe t ing  then d i f f e r e n t  than  t h e  c a r p e t i n g  we have today? 

A. Oh, yes .  D i f f e r e n t .  Nothing l i k e  t h a t  then.  They were smooth carpeps.  
I don ' t  t h i n k  we eve r  had a rug on t h e  f l o o r ,  what you c a l l  a rug then.  But 
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  j u s t  c a rpe t ed ,  what they c a l l e d  engrained c a r p e t .  

q. And what d i d  you have under t h e  c a r p e t ?  

A. Well ,  I don ' t  remember what was under t h e  r e s t  of t h a t  room. 1 d o n ' t  
remember. But I know what they put  i n  t h e  d in ing  room t h e r e  where t h e  r a g  
ca rpe t  was. They put  s t r aw  under it. But t h e  o t h e r s  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they 
put  t h a t  under them. 

Q. Why d i d  they put  straw under t h e  ca rpe t ing?  

A. Oh, w e l l  you see, w e  d i d n ' t  have any pads,  you know, t o  put  under i t  
then.  There wasn't  no pads bu t  t h a t  w a s  t o  make i t  kind of s o f t ,  you know, 
s o  t h e  k i d s  could l i e  down and t ake  a nap o r  whatever they wanted t o .  It 
was n i c e  walking on. I can remember s o  w e l l  walking on t h a t  new ca rpe t  
when i t  had t h e  new straw under i t .  

Q. Bow o f t e n  d i d  you change t h e  s t raw? 

A. Well, twice a yea r .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  w e  always cleaned up t h e  house and 
changed, and then  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  why, we put  new c a r p e t ,  and we got  ready f o r  
w in t e r .  

Q. You say  your f a t h e r  had bees?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. Were they i n  t h e  orchard? 

A. Well, they was between t h e  orchard  and t h e  house, they had a p l ace  
where t h e  bees w e r e .  And he always took c a r e  of them. H e  pu t  a mosquitoe 
ba r  t h ing  over  h i s  head, and he always took c a r e  of them and took ou t  t h e  
honey. 

Q. What's a mosquitoe bar?  

A. Don't you know what a mosquitoe ba r  i s ?  

Q. No. 

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  a heavy v e i l ,  heavy v e i l i n g .  Real l oose  s c r een ,  you know. 

Q.  Did everybody have bees  i f  they had orchards?  
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A. No. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody around t h e r e  had bees  b u t  u s .  And of  
course ,  we had o u r  o r c h a r d  t h e r e .  It had a p p l e  t r e e s  and t h e y  bloomed. 
And t h e  peach trees, Apple and peach t r e e s  [ a r e ]  what t h e y  had.  And I 
remember one t ime  t h e y  had one peach t r e e  t h a t  had e a r l y  peaches  on i t .  
And s o  I g a t h e r e d  up a b a s k e t ,  a l i t t l e  b a s k e t .  I t h o u g h t ,  "Well, I ' d  
t a k e  t h a t  o u t  and s e l l  i t ." I was go ing  t o  s e l l  i t  f o r  a  q u a r t e r .  And 
I had a  ha rd  t ime  s e l l i n g  i t  too .  

Q. Why was t h a t ?  

A. They were n i c e  p r e t t y  peaches .  They was r e a l  p r e t t y ,  b u t  t h e y  were  
t h e  e a r l y  peaches .  

Q. D idn ' t  anybody want t o  buy from you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. Peop le  d i d n ' t ,  of c o u r s e .  Everybody was p r e t t y  c l o s e  
then .  They d i d n ' t  buy a n y t h i n g  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have t o .  

Q. As c h i l d r e n ,  what d i d  you do f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ?  

A. Oh, T d o n ' t  know. We j u s t  p layed  around i n  t h e  y a r d ,  and I d o n ' t  
remember any th ing .  We used t o  p l a y ,  go o u t  of an  evening and t h e  neighbor-  
hood c h i l d r e n  a l l  get t o g e t h e r  and p l a y  d i f f e r e n t  games and p l a y i n g  hide-and- 
s e e k ,  you know. You know what t h o s e  are. And t h e r e ' s  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  games 
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  remember what they  were,  what they  c a l l e d  them now. 

Q, Did you have dances?  

A. No. I n e v e r  was a l lowed t o  go t o  a  dance.  One t i m e  I d i d  go when my 
f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  a l l o w  m e  t o  go t o  dances .  But one t ime  t h e r e  was a g i r l  t h a t  
I went w i t h .  They were  hav ing  a dance where a man was mar r ied  and t h e y  was 
having a  dance f o r  him. H e  was a c o u s i n  o f  my husband. But h e  was one of 
t h e  black sheep  of the fami ly ,  you know. And t h e y  d i d n ' t  have much t o  do 
w i t h  each  o t h e r ,  So I went down t h e r e  and I danced t h a t  evening.  They 
had b e e r  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  d r i n k  any b e e r  a t  a l l .  I had a  good t ime.  
But I t o l d  my dad I d i d n ' t  go. And t h a t  w a s  one t ime  I l i e d  t o  him. I 
w a s  s o r r y  I d i d  i t .  

Q. Why d i d n ' t  h e  a l l o w  you t o  go t o  dances?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  was r i g h t .  He thought  I would g e t  i n t o  
t r o u b l e  i f  you d i d .  Not ve ry  many peop le ,  v e r y  n i c e  peop le  e v e r  went t o  
t h e  dances  t h e r e .  

Q.  Were t h e  boys a l lowed t o  go? 
m 

A. Well ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  about  i t  whether  t h e y  
d i d  o r  n o t .  

Q. Did your  f a t h e r  remarry? 

A. No. H e  d i d n ' t  remarry  at  a l l .  He  j u s t  k e p t  u s  u n t i l  we were a l l  
grown. And my b r o t h e r s  when t h e y  g o t  older--why my a u n t  l i v e d  o u t  i n  t h e  
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country and they were going out  t o  Ca l i fo rn i a .  And s o  one of my b ro the r s  
went w i th  them out  t o  Ca l i fo rn i a .  And he was out  t h e r e  i n  1906 when they 
had t h e  big--in San Francisco.  

Q. The ear thquake? 

A. The earthquake. And so  then he 'd  been working wi th  my f a t h e r ,  too.  
He worked wi th  my f a t h e r  when he was a ca rpen te r ,  you know. And he knew 
something about bu i ld ing  th ings .  And s o  he got  a job and worked i n  t h a t  
t h e r e ,  r ebu i ld ing  San Francisco.  And then  he s tud ied  law af te rwards .  Be 
was a lawyer out  t he re .  And when we were out  t h e r e ,  why he took us a l l  
around and showed us h i s  b ig  room wi th  a l l  t h e  books. Oh, they had t h e  
most books a l l  around t h e  room the re .  And he went down t h e  crookedest 
s t r e e t  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  It j u s t  went l i k e  t h i s .  (Shows a wavy l i n e )  And 
he was p a s t  80 yea r s  o ld  then. 

Q.  Did any of your o t h e r  b ro the r s  l e a r n  how t o  b u i l d  houses o r  make 
cab ine t s  ? 

A. Well, no. I don ' t  t h i n k  they d id .  My b ro the r  t h a t  went out  w i th  my 
aunt ,  I f o r g e t  h e r  name now. Aunt Vic, Aunt V i c t o r i a ,  h e r  name was 
V i c t o r i a  Dernrning. He went out  west wi th  them and he worked out  t h e r e .  
And I don ' t  know j u s t  what he d i d ,  bu t  he  never d id  come back aga in  a f t e r  
he went out  t he re .  But t h e  o t h e r  b r o t h e r  t h a t  was a lawyer, he  came back 
and he went t o  New York s o  he could p r a c t i c e  law i n  any s t a t e  i n  t h e  union. 

Q.  What became of your o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ?  

A. My youngest b r o t h e r  jo ined  t h e  Army. That i s  not  my youngest bu t  
t h e  one next  t o  me. And he went up i n t o  Alaska and was up t h e r e  f o r  a 
while .  And I don ' t  know where because he  brought back some l i t t l e  chunks 
of gold t h a t  he 'd  got  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I remember about him. And he married 
a woman. He came back and v i s i t e d  s e v e r a l  t imes a f te rwards .  But 1 don ' t  
know what, and then  he went out: t o  C a l i f o r n i a  and he d ied  out  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a .  

Q. What about your s i s t e r s ?  

A. My younger s i s t e r ?  Well, she  was a t  home t h e r e  a l l  t h e  time and s h e  
got married. And she l i v e d  t h e r e  wi th  my f a t h e r ,  she  and h e r  husband. 
And she  had acu te  a p p e n d i c i t i s  and she  d ied .  And something s e t  i n  t h e r e  
and h e r  appendixes bu r s t ed .  The doc tor  she  c a l l e d  l i v e d  r i g h t  next  up 
c l o s e  t o  them t h e r e ,  bu t  he wasn ' t  our  r e g u l a r  doc tor  a t  a l l .  And he 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  she  had a p p e n d i c i t i s .  She su f f e red  s o  t e r r i b l e  and 
then h e r  appendix broke and they  took h e r  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  But she  d ied  
r i g h t  a f t e r  she g o t  down t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  And I went down--I was l i v i n g  
i n  West Liberty--and I got  on t h e  t r a i n  and went down. See, they had t o  
t ake  them on a t r a i n ,  and I went down t h e r e .  I was t h e r e  when she d i e d .  

Q. How o l d  was she? 

A ,  She w a s  j u s t  about twenty-five. Both of my s i s t e r s  died when they 
was j u s t  about twenty-five. 
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Q. Did you have a n o t h e r  s i s t e r ?  

A. One t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  m e  and one t h r e e  y e a r s  younger.  Wel l ,  
yes ,  I had my younger s i s t e r ,  Em. That was t h e  one t h a t  l i v e d  w i t h  my 
f a t h e r  a f t e r  I was mar r ied .  And s h e  was t h e  one t h a t  he lped  m e  when I 
was mar r ied .  She had h e r  g i r l f r i e n d s  come i n  and t h e y  helped.  They 
made homemade i c e  cream, and cake ,  and t h e y  s e r v e d  i t  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  
wedding, a f t e r  t h e  ceremony. And t h e n  abou t  seven  o ' c l o c k ,  why we went 
down t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  h o r s e  and buggy, 

Q .  When d i d  you ge t  m a r r i e d ?  

A.  Oh, on t h e  2 1 s t  of June .  That was t h e  l o n g e s t  day of t h e  y e a r .  

Q. What y e a r ?  

A. It was i n  June.  Maybe I was twenty-two when I was mar r ied .  ( l a u g h s )  
I remember what y e a r  i t  was. 1906. 

Q. Where d i d  you meet your  husband? 

A. He l i v e d  i n  Newton. H e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  wes t  end o f  town and I l i v e d  i n  
t h e  e a s t  end. And h e  g radua ted  from h i g h  s c h o o l  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  I went i n  
h igh  s c h o o l .  And I knew of  him a l l  t h e  t i m e  b u t  I n e v e r  was v e r y  much 
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  him u n t i l  one day h e  and a n o t h e r  boy asked a g i r l  and I, 
Edna Bowers and I, t o  go down t o  S t .  Marie w i t h  them. And t h e y  had a s u r r e y  
and we drove down t o  S t .  Marie about  twelve m i l e s  down t h e r e  and seemed 
like i t - - t h a t  was about  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  you cou ld  do i s  t o  go t o  a l i t t l e  
p l a c e  l i k e  t h a t .  You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  around anywhere e l s e ,  you know, because  
you had t o  go w i t h  a h o r s e  and buggy whenever you went anywhere o r  e lse  on 
t h e  t r a i n .  And s o  t h e n  I went w i t h  him t h a t  n i g h t .  That was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
I e v e r  went w i t h  him. And t h e n  we d a t e d  s e v e r a l  t imes .  

Then he went o u t  wes t  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  H i s  b r o t h e r  was f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  
o l d e r  t h a n  him. And h e  wanted him t o  go o u t  w i t h  him t o  h u n t  and f i s h .  
H e  had t a  hun t  and f i s h ,  you know. So t h e y  s p e n t  two y e a r s  o u t  where 
White River  is .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  way o u t  i n  Colorado. Out c l o s e  t o  White 
River  because  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  go down White River  one t i m e .  The r a p i d s  
were  s o  bad t h a t  t h e y  l o s t  about  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  had.  Almost l o s t  t h e i r  
l i v e s .  

Then he came back home and h i s  f a t h e r  s e n t  him t o  a school ,  t o  b u s i n e s s  
s c h o o l  down i n  Harriman, Tennessee.  And when h e  went down t h e r e  t h e n  h e  
g radua ted  from t h a t  and h e  l e a r n e d  t o  w r i t e  so  good. But my goodness,  
he  g o t  back l a t e r  on, why h e  j u s t  wro te  t h e  same way. And h e  wro te  m e  a 
l e t t e r  when t h e y  was o u t  i n  Colorado o r  wherever h e  w a s .  1 cou ld  h a r d l y  
r e a d  i t .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  w r i t e  very good. But he l e a r n e d  t o  w r i t e  v e r y  good. 
H e  had r ea l l y  n i c e  pen,  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  keep i t  up, you know. It was just 
l i k e  h e  l e a r n e d  when h e  was a c h i l d .  

Q. Why d i d  h i s  f a t h e r  send him t o  s c h o o l ?  

A. Well, h e  wanted him t o  have a b u s i n e s s  e d u c a t i o n  s o  i f  he--no matter 
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what h e  d i d ,  why h e ' d  have something t o  go on. But h i s  f a t h e r  shou ld  
have s e n t  him t o  s c h o o l  r i g h t  o u t  of h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  do 
it. 

Q. Why i s  t h a t ?  

A.  Well, t h e  peop le  d i d n ' t  go t o  s c h o o l  v e r y  much. Peop le  d i d n ' t  go t o  
c o l l e g e  v e r y  much a t  t h a t  t i m e .  It [was] j u s t  up t o  whether  t h a t  pe rson  
wanted t o  go. Not v e r y  many young peop le  would c a r e  much about  going t o  
c o l l e g e  then .  Because t h e y  f e l t  l i k e  t h e y  had a h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  
t h a t  was a l l  t h a t  was n e c e s s a r y .  

Q. Did you a t t e n d  church as a c h i l d ?  

A.  Attend  church? 

Q. Yes. 

A.  Oh, y e s .  My f a t h e r  would always g e t  u s  ready e v e r y  Sunday and h e ' d  
send us  a l l  t o  Sunday School  and Church. But h e  would s t a y  home and c l e a n  
up t h e  house.  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  you know, a f t e r  h e  had had seven  c h i l d r e n  
i n  t h e  house f o r  a week and p u t  them i n  s c h o o l ,  why, i t  needed a  l o t  of 
c l e a n i n g  up. And s o  he 'd  j u s t  sweep i t  up and c l e a n ,  and d u s t  i t  a l l ,  and 
have i t  c leaned  when we got  back home. But h e  d i d n ' t  go w i t h  us .  

Q. What church d i d  you go t o ?  

A. We went t o  t h e  Methodis t  Church then .  And I n e v e r  went t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
Church u n t i l  I g o t  t o  going w i t h  my husband. And t h e n  he  was a member o f  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church. And I n e v e r  was a member o f  t h e  Methodis t  Church. 
I j u s t  went t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  when I w a s  a c h i l d ,  b u t  I n e v e r  went i n t o  t h e  
church.  And t h e n ,  when I went w i t h  my husband, why, I n e v e r  heard  a 
C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h e r  p reach  b e f o r e .  And I d i d n ' t  know t h e y  preached t h e  
B i b l e  l i k e  t h a t .  And s o  I was r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  But a f t e r  we 
were mar r ied  t h e n ,  I had my daughter--was j u s t  t h r e e  weeks o l d  when I w a s  
b a p t i z e d .  We had t o  go i n t o  Newton--now we l i v e d  down i n  t h e  coun t ry  t h e n  
and we drove a s u r r e y  twe lve  m i l e s  i n t o  town t o  church.  Then t h a t  n i g h t  I 
was b a p t i z e d .  And my l i t t l e  g i r l  was j u s t  t h r e e  weeks o l d .  And t h e r e  was 
a p r e a c h e r  from Palmyra h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  day.  And h e  had h i s  baby w i t h  him 
and i t  was j u s t  t h r e e  weeks o l d .  And w h i l e  h e  was h e r e  Margaret  came i n .  
And I s a i d ,  "Margaret ,  do you know you were j u s t  t h a t  age  of t h a t  baby when 
I was b a p t i z e d ? "  ( l aughs)  

Q. Was t h i s  i n  t h e  summer? 

A.  It was i n  August. 

Q. Where d i d  t h e y  b a p t i z e  you a t ?  

A. I n  t h e  b a p t i s t r y  i n  t h e  church.  They had a b a p t i s t r y  i n  t h e  church.  
I n  t h e  Newton Church. 

Q. How was t h e  church  d i f f e r e n t  t h e n ?  
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A,  Well, I don ' t  know t h a t  i t ' s  any d i f f e r e n t .  What do you mean by 
d i f f e r e n t ?  

Q. Well, compared t o  t h e  church today. 

A. Well, i t  was j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  church. It w a s  i n  Newton. The 
r a i l r o a d  run r i g h t  bes ide  of t he  church. So many times when M r .  Honey, 
a f t e r  he s t a r t e d  preaching t h e r e ,  t h e r e  would be a t r a i n  come up and i t  
was kind of a s loop  t h e r e ,  you know. They'd j u s t  puff and puff and pu f f .  
And he 'd  have t o  s t o p  preaching u n t i l  t h e  t r a i n  got  passed. ( l augh te r )  

Q.  It was t h a t  loud. 

A. Y e s .  It was j u s t  as c l o s e ,  about t h a t  road out  he re  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h i s  h e r e ,  and t h a t  w a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  church. ( l e s s  than  a block)  

Q ,  You say you went t o  school  i n  Newton? 

A. Oh, yes .  I went t o  school ,  and I went t o  grade school ,  and I went 
t o  high school  t h e r e ,  and I graduated t h e r e .  And when I graduated,  we 
played t h e  Merchant of Venice. I w a s  P o r t i a  i n  t h e  Merchant of Venice. 

Q. Was t h i s  a school  play? 

A. Well, i t  w a s  one of Shakespeare's p l ays ,  you know. We j u s t  played 
t h e  t r i a l  scene of t h e  Merchant of Venice. There was twelve of us  i n  
t h e r e ,  c l a s s e s .  So Ed Gerhart  was t h e  Duke. He w a s  t h e  one, and I was 
P o r t i a ,  Then Shylock w a s  t h e  one t h a t  asked f o r  t h e  pound of f l e s h .  
"Take thou thy  pound of f l e s h . "  I can say p a r t  of i t  now. Barvy 
Bryan w a s  Shylock. 

Q. You have a good memory. 

A.  Oh, I r e c i t e  a l o t  of poems h e r e ,  now by memory. And I w r i t e  poe t ry ,  
too .  

Q. How long d id  you a t t e n d  school?  

A. Well, I d i d n ' t  g raduate  u n t i l  I was, w e l l  l e t ' s  see .  I must have 
graduated when I w a s  twenty. I was j u s t  b a r e l y  twenty when I graduated. 

Q. Did you go a l l  year  round? 

A. O h ,  no. We had summer vaca t ion  j u s t  l i k e  they have here .  J u s t  l i k e  
they have now. 

Q. When i t  snowed i n  t h e  win te r  and got  very bad, d i d  t h a t  prevent  you 
from going t o  school? 

A. Oh, no. We always had t o  go t o  school  no matter what happened. They 
always cleaned o f f  t h e  walks,  you know, s o  you can go. And we always 
walked t o  school .  That ' s  t h e  only way w e  could go. They never had c a r s  
then. Why, when I had my hand h u r t ,  I walked c l e a r  down about four  o r  
f i v e  blocks t o  t h e  doc to r ,  a f t e r  t h i s  happened here .  
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Q. How did  t h a t  happen? 

A. Well, dynamite cap exploded i n  my hand, took these  t h r e e  f i n g e r s  o f f  
(thumb, index f i n g e r ,  and middle f i n g e r  of l e f t  hand).  I was j u s t  holding 
k t ,  and I picked i t  wi th  a h a i r  p in .  I d i d n ' t  know what i t  was. And I 
saw something whi te  down i n  the re .  I j u s t  took a wire  h a i r  p i n  out  of 
t h e r e ,  and j u s t  s tuck  i t  i n  t h e r e ,  and i t  exploded. 

Q. Was t h i s  dur ing  school? 

A. I was i n  t h e  s i x t h  grade. And t h e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  rushed out  and nobody 
knew what happened u n t i l  they saw me. I was t h e  only one h u r t .  I w a s  
holding i t  up l i k e  t h i s ,  you know, and looking a t  i t .  And t h e  doc tor  
s a i d i f  I h a d n ' t b e e n a  d i s t ance ,  why t h e  power would have probably k i l l e d  
me .  

Q.  Bow d id  you r e a c t ?  

A. Well, I w a s  all r i g h t .  My f a c e  looked l i k e  t t  had t h e  measles,  bu t  
it  never l e f t  any s c a r s  o r  anything on my face .  

Q. Did they t ake  you t o  t h e  doc tor?  

A. Oh, yes .  A high school  boy took me t o  t h e  doc tor .  He walked me down 
the re .  

Q. What d id  they do f o r  your hand? 

A. They had t o  c lean  i t  a l l  o f f  and wrap i t  up, you know. Bandaged it .  
This he re  f i n g e r  ( r i n g  f i n g e r )  was j u s t  hanging t h e r e  almost by i t s  s k i n ,  
and they saved i t .  I t o l d  them i f  they could j u s t  save t h a t  f i n g e r  f o r  me. 
They d id .  I don ' t  know what I ' d  done wi th  i t  then.  

Then I f e l l .  One day I was coming out of t h e  k i t chen  door t h e r e  i n  
Rochester ,  and I f e l l .  No, i t  wasn't  when I was coming out of t h e  door. 
I ' d  been t o  church and Delbert  Ta f t  always took me t o  church a f t e r  M r .  
Honey had passed away. We l i v e d  up no r th  of t h e  church q u i t e  a ways and 
so  I always rode wi th  him. So when he came back t o  b r ing  m e  home, why I 
said--now t h e r e  w a s  a  d r i v e  r i g h t  a long t h e  no r th  s i d e  of our  house t h e r e .  
But t h e  neighbor had a d r i v e ,  and I s a i d ,  "Jus t  d r i v e  r i g h t  i n  t he re , "  
because i t  w a s  kind of up a  hill t o  d r i v e  up t o  my d r ive .  And I s a i d  then ,  
"1'11 j u s t  ge t  ou t  and walk around t o  t h e  k i t chen  door ,"  because I d i d n ' t  
lock  the k i t chen  door a t  all when I ' d  go away. I never locked i t  a t  a l l .  
And so  I went t o  go up t h e r e ,  took hold of t h e  door--and t h e  screen  w a s  
hard t o  p u l l .  My hand s l i pped  o f f  of i t ,  and I j u s t  f e l l  backwards o f f  
there .  And a l l  t h a t  h u r t  m e  was t h i s  f i n g e r ,  and I had a b i g  f u r  c o a t ,  
and I had a f u r  h a t  too .  And I happened t o  have i t  on t h a t  day, and t h a t ' s  
t h e  only time I wore i t  t h a t  win ter .  It w a s  so  heavy t o  wear. So I d i d n ' t  
wear it  very much. I s t i l l  have i t .  

Q. But i t  saved you . . . 
A.  Oh, yes.  I don ' t  be l i eve  i f  I had t h a t  on, I don' t  know what would 
have happened t o  me. But I j u s t  went r i g h t  backwards and i t  was t h r e e  
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s t e p s  down on t h e  concre te .  1 h i t  my head on t h e  concrete .  I th ink  I 
j u s t  must have passed ou t  when I s t a r t e d  t o  ge t  down. I j u s t  passed 
out I guess.  And then  when t h a t  h i t  me on t h e  head, of course,  1 had 
t h i s  f u r  h a t  on and t h a t  saved my head. So I c a l l e d  t h e  neighbor then 
af ter--well ,  I went i n  t h e  house, and I looked around. I f ixed  me something 
t o  e a t ,  and I a t e  my d inner .  And so  then  I c a l l e d  t h e  neighbor and asked 
h e r  i f  she  had an i c e  bag. And I s a i d  I h i t  my head and I ' d  l i k e  t o  put  an 
i c e  bag on i t .  So she  came over and she had some i c e  i n  a towel.  And she  
s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  have any i c e  bag, bu t  I brought t h i s  i c e  i n  a  towel and 
I ' l l  pu t  t h a t  on your head. Then I ' l l  go and f i x  you some dinner ."  And 
I s a i d ,  "Don't f i x  me any d inner .  I 've a l r eady  had my d inner . "  ( laughs)  

Q. But you were okay, then? 

A. Yes. And then  a f t e r  I ' d  l a i d  down and went t o  s l e e p  a whi le ,  why then  
I was a l l  r i g h t .  It d i d n ' t  h u r t  me too bad. But  I could remember i t  now, 
t h a t  when I h i t  my head down on t h a t  concre te  too.  And t h a t  was when I was 
t h e r e  i n  Rochester a f t e r  M r .  Honey passed away. 

Q. When you went t o  school ,  d id  you have a one-room schoolhouse? 

A. N o ,  no. We had up t o  t h e  e i g h t h  grade. Each grade had a room. 
And I taught  t h e  f o u r t h  grade. 

Q. And you had a high school? 

A. Yes. The h igh  school ,  i t  was up i n  t h e  same bu i ld ing ,  up high. They 
had a high school  up the re .  Of course,  then  not  very many people.  We 
only had twelve i n  our  c l a s s .  We had t h e  b igges t  c l a s s  they 'd had f o r  a 
long time . 

Q. And you had twelve? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of s u b j e c t s  d id  they teach  you? 

A. Oh, j u s t  r e g u l a r  s u b j e c t s .  Reading, w r i t i n g  and a r i t hme t i c .  You 
had t o  t ake  language and geology and a lgeb ra  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  And 
Lat in .  We s tud ied  La t in ,  too. 

Q. When you were a t  home, d id  you have chores  t o  do? 

A. Chores t o  do? Well, I should say. When I was a t  home, I was about 
t h e  head of t h e  home then.  And I had t o  do every th ing  t h a t  was suppose 
t o  do. My f a t h e r  always h i r e d  t h e  washing done. There was some people 
t h a t  l i v e d  down by t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  and they would wash my whole basket  of 
c lo thes  for a d o l l a r .  And so  he had t h e  washing done. And they b r i n g  
i t  back, and w e  had t o  i r o n  it. And of course,  then you had t o  i r o n  
everything.  You d i d n ' t  have anything t h a t  you d i d n ' t  have t o  i r o n .  A11 
your c l o t h e s ,  d re s ses  and every th ing  t h a t  you had, why you had t o  i r o n  
everything,  t h e  boy's s h i r t s  and so .  We had those  o l d  fashioned i r o n s ,  
you know. You had t o  put  them on t h e  s tove  t o  hea t  them. And then we 
had t o  walk i n  from t h e  k i t chen  where we pu t  i t  on t h e  s tove ,  and then 
they had t o  walk i n  t h e  d in ing  room t o  do our  i ron ing .  
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Q. Did you have a  board t o  i r o n  on? 

A. Yes. I had a  board b u t  i t  was j u s t  a r e g u l a r  board.  Pu t  between a 
c h a i r  and t a b l e ,  c h e s t  t h e r e  t h a t  we had b u i l t  t h e r e  under  t h e  window. 
See o u r  k i t c h e n  was added on t o  t h e  house  a f t e r  i t  was b u i l t  and t h e r e  
was a window r i g h t  i n  t h e  window. They j u s t  l e f t  t h a t  window i n  t h e r e  
i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  i n t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room s o  you could  pass t h i n g s  i n  a c r o s s  
t h e r e .  

Q.  Did they  have machines t o  do t h e  wash? 

A. No, 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  I t h i n k  t h e y  just washed by hand, by board.  

Q. With a s c r u b  board? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  o n l y  thing t h a t  your  f a t h e r  had h i r e d  t o  do? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g .  

Q. And you s a y  you became a t e a c h e r ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. What q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  d i d  you have t o  have? 

A. Well ,  I came r i g h t  o u t  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  and t a u g h t  schoo l .  I d i d n ' t  
have any e x t r a  e d u c a t i o n  a t  a l l .  I took  an examinat ion t o  see i f  I would 
pass t o  be a  t e a c h e r  and I passed.  And s o  t h e n  I go t  t h i s  s c h o o l  up a t  
P o i n t  P l e a s a n t .  I t a u g h t  a t  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t  f o r  two months and t h a t  w a s  
a  summer school .  They b e g i n  summer. A f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  was o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e i r  
s c h o o l  s t a r t e d  i n  there  and i t  r a n  f o r  two months. And s o  I t a u g h t  t h a t .  

Q.  What grade  d i d  you t e a c h ?  

A. Teached a l l  g r a d e s .  That  w a s , j u s t  a r e g u l a r  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l ,  you know. 
And you had t o  t e a c h  a l l  g r a d e s .  

Q. Was t h a t  a one-room schoolhouse? 

A. One-room schoolhouse,  y e s .  

Q. And t h a t  was f o r  t h e  summer? 

A, Y e s .  That  w a s  summer school .  

Q. Where d i d  you l i v e  when you t a u g h t ?  

A.  I l i v e d  w i t h  my c o u s i n  up t h e r e ,  up by Hidalgo.  

Q. And where d i d  you go a f t e r  you t a u g h t  a t  P o i n t  P l e a s a n t ?  

A.  Well,  t h e n  a f t e r  I came back,  I went o v e r  t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s  w i t h  my 
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s i s t e r ,  My o l d e r  s ister  was s i c k .  She thought  s h e ' d  go o v e r  t h e r e  
and t a k e  some t r e a t m e n t s .  And s h e  had t h a t  w a t e r  on h e r  l u n g s ,  and 
they  t r i e d  t o  draw t h a t  w a t e r  o f f .  But t h e y  d i d n ' t  do any good. When 
we came back t h e n  i n  March, why s h e  d i e d .  We w a s n ' t  back v e r y  l o n g  u n t i l  
s h e  d i e d .  

I g o t  a job  t h e n  t o  t e a c h .  I a p p l i e d  f o r  a job  a t  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  The 
pos tmas te r  l i v e d  r i g h t  next door  t o  u s ,  and s o  h e  t o l d  m e  he thought  I 
could  g e t  t h e  job .  And s o  I a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  j o b  b u t ,  t h e n  I g o t  t h i s  job 
a t  t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  and I d i d n ' t  work a t  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  h e r e .  

Q. And t h i s  w a s  back i n  Newton? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  was i n  Newton. 

Q.  What g rade  d i d  you t e a c h  t h e n  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. I t a u g h t  t h e  f o u r t h  g r a d e  a t  Newton. T h a t ' s  a l l  T t a u g h t .  I j u s t  
t a u g h t  one y e a r .  

Q. Why i s  t h a t ?  

A. Because I wanted t o  g e t  mar r ied .  And my husband gave me a r i n g  a t  
Chris tmas t ime  s o  we dec ided  t h a t  as soon as my s c h o o l  was o u t ,  I ' d  g e t  
mar r ied .  And s o  t h a t  was one reason  we had t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  21st of J u n e  
b e f o r e  we g o t  m a r r i e d .  

Q. Because t h a t ' s  when school  was ou t ?  

A. Y e s .  School  was o u t .  

. W h y d i d n ' t y o u  go back and t e a c h  s c h o o l ?  

A .  Because they d i d n ' t  a l l o w  mar r ied  t e a c h e r s  t o  t e a c h  t h e n .  They d i d n ' t  
have marr ied  women t o  t e a c h  t h e n .  

Q. I s e e .  How d i d  you get back and f o r t h  t o  s c h o o l ?  

A. I walked. I walked back.  L e t ' s  s e e ,  one, two, i t  was about  f i v e  o r  
s i x  b l o c k s .  

Q.  And you s a y  you walked home a t  noon . , . 
A. Oh, y e s .  Walked home a t  noon and t h e n  walked back. When I gradua ted  
from h i g h  s c h o o l ,  my f a t h e r  gave me a watch,  And s o  t h e n  T was going t o  
s c h o o l  one day and i t  was one o f  t h o s e  you pinned on h e r e  ( p o i n t s  t o  d r e s s )  
and i t  hung on t h i s  t h e r e .  And i t  come unpinned and f e l l  down, b u t  i t  
never  h u r t  t h e  watch a t  a l l .  One edge of i t  was k i n d  of b a r r e d  i n ,  b u t  
i t  d i d n ' t  h u r t  i t  a t  a l l .  

I went t o  s c h o o l  one day. The t r a i n  was a c r o s s  t h e  road and I crawled 
under  the  t r a i n .  An o l d  man caught  my hand j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  p u l l  me a c r o s s  
a s  t h e  t r a i n  s t a r t e d  up. 

END OF SIDE ONE 
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Q.  Did you have cour t ing?  

A. Well, I s a i d  I [was] wi th  a number of d i f f e r e n t  fe l lows  dur ing  the  
time before  I got  marr ied,  be fo re  I s e l e c t e d  t h e  one t h a t  I wanted. 
( laughs)  And oh, I don ' t  know. We used t o  d a t e .  They used t o  take  
you out  buggy r i d i n g  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. And then when 
we--if anyth ing ' s  going on o r  going t o  church, sometimes they 'd t ake  
you t o  church. I remember I went wi th  a  f e l l ow by t h e  name of Perry 
Whitson. He got  too  f r i e n d l y  and I d i d n ' t  want t o  have anything t o  do 
with him anymore, so  1 wouldn't go wi th  him anymore. You know how these  
boys a r e .  ( laughs)  

Q. How a r e  they? 

A. Oh, Lord. They t ake  advantage of you i f  they can. 

Q. How did  your husband cour t  you? 

A.  Well, he j u s t  come t o  s e e  me and he took me down t o  L i l l y  Pond. We 
were going down t h e r e  and he s a i d  he 'd  show me how t o  shoot a  revolver .  
He had a revolver .  And s o  when shoot ing  i t ,  he was shoot ing a t  a t r e e  
o r  something, I don ' t  remember what now. But I s h o t  t h i s  revolver  and i t  
h i t  t h e  t r e e .  No, i t  h i t  a  fence p o s t ,  a  board on a  fence.  Then i t  
glanced back and h i t  a  t r e e  and come back and h i t  me r i g h t  here .  (po in t s  
t o  ches t )  But i t  had l o s t  i t s  s t r e n g t h  by t h a t  time. But i t  went c l e a r  
around t h a t  way and come back. 

Q .  So you weren ' t  h u r t ?  

A. No, I wasn ' t  h u r t  a t  a l l .  He s a i d ,  "We'll no t  shoot anymore." 
( laughs)  And I know one time when we were coming home, we was out  buggy 
r i d i n g  and w e  was coming home. Of course,  he always l i k e d  t o  hug you up, 
you know, a  l i t t l e  b i t .  And another  man come along,  and he saw us i n  
t he re .  He s a i d ,  "Oh, my." H e  d i d n ' t  want anybody t o  s ee  him. ( laughs)  

Q. Was he shy? 

A. Yes, h e  was kind of backwards. 

Q. How d id  you p ick  t h e  man t h a t  you wanted t o  marry? 

A. Well, I don ' t  know. It j u s t  seemed l i k e  t h a t  when you f i n d  t h e  man 
t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  why t h a t ' s  t he  one you want. You know your se l f .  

Q. How d i d  he propose t o  you? 

A. Well, he just--we w a s  j u s t  going toge the r  and he s a i d ,  "well ,  why 
don' t  we ge t  married?" Well t h a t ' s  j u s t  about a l l  he  s a i d .  And so  then 
I s a i d ,  "Well, we have t o  wait  u n t i l  s choo l ' s  o u t .  I couldn ' t  g e t  married 
before  s choo l ' s  out ."  So we waited then u n t i l  June be fo re  we got  married. 

Q. Where d id  you l i v e  when you got  marr ied? 

A. Well, I went down a f t e r  my wedding, and we drove down t o  West L ibe r ty  
where t h e r e ' s  a  house t h e r e  no r th  of West L ibe r ty  where h i s  f a t h e r  and 
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mother l i v e d .  And s o  w e  l i v e d  wi th  them then.  Because he was working 
i n  t h e  orchard ,  you know. And h i s  f a t h e r  had given him e i g h t y  a c r e s  of 
l and ,  and i t  had a  house on i t .  But t h e r e  was a  man l i v i n g  t h e r e .  We 
had t o  wa i t  u n t i l  he could ge t  o f f  t h e r e ,  be fo re  he  got  another  p l a c e  
t o  go, be fo re  we moved over  t h e r e .  And we had two c h i l d r e n  be fo re  we 
went over  t h e r e .  There was on ly  f i f t e e n  months d i f f e r e n c e  between my 
two o l d e r  c h i l d r e n .  My ch i ld ren  were a l l  c l o s e  t oge the r .  I had them 
a l l  a t  once. The qu icker  t h e  storm--The harder  t h e  s torm,  t h e  qu icker  
t h e  rest. 

Q .  I 've never heard t h a t .  Did you have a honeymoon? 

A. Have what? 

Q. A honeymoon. 

A. Well, we went up t o  Chicago. No, I d i d n ' t  have any honeymoon. But 
i t  was l a t e r  on we went t h e r e .  He worked f o r  t h e  Ice and Cold S torage  
Company be fo re  we were marr ied ,  and s o  he  bought app le s  ou t  i n  New York 
f o r  t h e  Cold Storage Company. And s o  then  t h e  next  y e a r  a f t e r  w e  were 
marr ied,  why they wanted him t o  come aga in  and buy apples .  And he had 
a  l i t t l e  farm and had r a i s e d  a  l i t t l e  crop of corn o r  something. And 
he s a i d ,  "Well, I t h i n k  I ' d  b e t t e r  s t a y  and t a k e  c a r e  of my farm." And 
so h i s  f a t h e r  went i n  h i s  p l ace .  And s o  they l o s t  money on his--when 
h i s  f a t h e r  went. But they  made q u i t e  a  b i t  when John was buying apples .  

Q. So he  was a  good businessman? 

A. Oh, yes .  H e  was a  good businessman. Of course ,  he 'd  had bus iness  
educa t ion  anyway. And I always been s o r r y  a f te rwards  because I always 
wanted t o  go t o  Niagara F a l l s  because t h a t  was t h e  r o u t e  he went o u t ,  
c lo se  t o  Niagara F a l l s  where he  bought apples .  And I never go t  t o  go 
u n t i l  a f t e r  he  d ied .  Then I went t o  Canada wi th  my two grandchi ldren  
and w e  came back by Niagara F a l l s .  

Q. So you f i n a l l y  g o t  t h e r e ?  

A. I f i n a l l y  sawthem, yes .  Yes, I wanted t o  go t o  Niagara F a l l s  and I 
wanted t o  go t o  Hawaii. And I went t o  a l l  those  p l a c e s  be fo re  I go t  s o  
I cou ldn ' t  go a t  a l l .  

Q. And now you f i n a l l y  moved over  t o  t h e  farm t h a t  h i s  father gave you? 

A. What? 

Q. You f i n a l l y  moved t o  t h e  farm? 

A,  Oh, y e s .  We f i n a l l y  moved over t h e r e  and then we went i n t o  t h e  d a i r y  
bus iness .  And h i s  fa ther  bought him a cow, a Jersey cow from t h e  I s l e  of 
J e r sey .  It came from t h e  I s l e  of J e r sey .  And i t  was a  b e a u t i f u l  cow. 
And s o  w e  had a d a i r y ,  we had mostly J e r s e y s  and t h a t ' s  what he milked. 

Q. Why d id  he buy a J e r s e y  cow? 
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A. Because h e  l i k e d  them b e s t .  It was such  a p r e t t y  cow. And i t  w a s  
a good, t h e  J e r s e y s  were  a good breed  o f  cows. 

Q. How many cows d i d  h e  have? 

A. Oh, we had a s  much as twelve a t  a t i m e  t h a t  we milked.  

Q.  Bow d i d  you m i l k  your  cows? 

A .  We milked them by hand. And h e  d i d  most of t h e  mi lk ing .  Our 
o l d e s t  boy milked some. And I milked some b u t  n o t  v e r y  much. I d i d n ' t  
mi lk  v e r y  much. W e  had a s e p a r a t o r  and we s e p a r a t e d  o u r  mi lk  and s o l d  
our  cream. And t h a t ' s  t h e  way we made o u r  l i v i n g .  

Q. Where d i d  you keep t h e  mi lk?  

A .  Well ,  we always s e p a r a t e d  i t  when i t  f i r s t  came i n ,  you know. I d o n ' t  
remember. We d i d n ' t  keep i t  more t h a n  one t ime  of t h e  day. Every t ime  
we had m i l k ,  why we had some f r e s h  m i l k ,  you s e e .  And we d i d n ' t  have t o  
keep i t  v e r y  long. 

Q.  You d i d n ' t  have t o  s t o r e  i t  t h e n ?  

A. No. When I was younger and I t o l d  you about  t h e  p l a c e  where w e  had 
w a t e r  o u t  t h e r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  house--kind of a t rough  a long  t h e r e  w i t h  a 
l i d  o v e r  i t .  W e  kept o u r  mi lk  i n  t h e r e  and he k e p t  w a t e r  runn ing  th rough  
t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t ime .  We could  pump w a t e r  and l e t  i t  r u n  through t h e r e ,  you 
know. O r  have w a t e r  i n  i t  s o  i t  k e p t  t h e  m i l k  c o o l .  

Q. Did you churn b u t t e r ?  

A .  Oh, y e s .  I churned a l l  t h e  t ime.  And one t ime  I had a b i g  b a r r e l  
churned.  I d o n ' t  know whether  you e v e r  s a w  one o r  n o t .  

A. Wel l ,  t h e y  were about  t h i s  l o n g  and abou t  t h i s  b i g  around (24" x 12") 
and t h e y  j u s t  t u r n e d  over  and o v e r  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way you churned your  
b u t t e r .  And I had a l o t  of cream i n  t h e r e  and one of t h e  k i d s  came a long .  
I d o n ' t  know, t h e  l i d  came o f f  and i t  a l l  went o u t  on t h e  f l o o r .  

Q. So you l o s t  . . . 
A. A l l  t h a t  cream, we l o s t  a l l  t h e  cream. The wors t  j o b  was c l e a n i n g  
i t  up. ( l a u g h s )  

Q .  Did you raise a garden  t h e n ?  

A. Oh, yes .  We had a garden,  nice garden.  We always r a i s e d  o u r  
v e g e t a b l e s .  Because peop le  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  f r e s h  v e g e t a b l e s  when I was 
growing up. You c o u l d n ' t  go t o  t h e  s t o r e  and buy f r e s h  v e g e t a b l e s  a t  
a l l .  

Q.  So you had t o  grow them? 
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A. You had t o  grow them i f  you got them. 

Q. How d id  you s t o r e  them? 

A. Well, we cou ldn ' t  s t o r e  them very much. Unless we had a  cave o r  
something l i k e  t h a t  t o  put  them i n .  You couldn ' t  s t o r e  them. You j u s t  
had them dur ing  t h e  growing season. You d i d n ' t  have vegetab les  a l l  year  
around l i k e  w e  have today. 

Q. Did you have po ta toes?  

A. Potatoes.  Oh, yes .  He r a i s e d  pota toes .  He r a i s e d  a l l  our  p o t a t o e s  
t h a t  we ate. 

Q. Did you s t o r e  your po ta toes  then?  

A. Well, yes. He kept  them i n  a b i n  up t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  k i tchen .  

Q.  Did you can? 

A. Oh, yes .  I always canned a  l o t  of s t u f f .  Yes. We always canned 
a  l o t  of s t u f f .  That ' s  t h e  only way you could have our  s t u f f ,  keep i t ,  
you know, t o  can i t .  You never f r o z e  th ings  then.  You never .  I had a 
f i r e l e s s  cooker, and I could hea t  t hese  b i g  i r o n s  and put  them i n  t h e  
f i r e l e s s  cooker. Then I could put  food i n  t h e r e ,  meat o r  anything I 
can keep i n  and j u s t  chicken o r  anything.  It j u s t  baked, j u s t  cooked i t  
f i n e .  J u s t  put  i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  on t h a t  i r o n ,  and t h a t  got  enough hea t  
i n  t h e r e  t o  cook i t ,  

Q. Can you desc r ibe  your house? 

A. My house? 

Q. That you l i v e d  wi th  your husband on t h e  farm? 

A. Oh, on t h e  farm. Well, w e  j u s t  had, l e t ' s  s e e ,  fou r  rooms. There 
w a s  j u s t  four  rooms t o  s t a r t  with.  There was two bedrooms, and then I guess 
you c a l l  i t  a l i v i n g  room, and then  d in ing  room and k i t chen  w a s  toge ther .  
And then my f a t h e r  came down when my youngest son w a s  born whi le  they  were 
down the re .  He came down t h e r e ,  and he and my youngest b r o t h e r  Fred b u i l t  
another  room onto t h e  house. It was kind of l i k e  an "L" l i k e  t h i s ,  you 
know. They b u i l t  a  room i n  t h e r e ,  so  I had a  l i v i n g  room i n  t h e r e .  Then 
I used t h i s  o t h e r  f o r  a d in ing  room. When I had company I d i d n ' t  use i t  
very much because we had t o  e a t  i n  t he  k i t chen  most of t h e  time. 

Q. Did you have e l e c t r i c i t y  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  No, we d i d n ' t  have any e l e c t r i c i t y .  We never had any e l e c t r i c i t y .  
No, we never had any e l e c t r i c i t y  when w e  were l i v i n g  on t h e  farm a t  a l l .  

Q. What kind of l i g h t s  d id  you have then? 

A. Well, j u s t  had lamps, j u s t  lamps. 

Q. So you had a  hand pump f o r  w a t e r ?  
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A. Well ,  we had a l i t t l e - - t h e  c i s t e r n  was r i g h t  o v e r  h e r e ,  and t h e n  t h e y  
had i t  brought  i n  and pumped water i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  And had,  you know, 
what you have i n  f r o n t ,  where you pumped t h e  water i n .  

Q. L ike  a s i n k ?  

A .  Yes, s i n k .  

Q. How d i d  you t a k e  your  Sa tu rday  n i g h t ' s  b a t h s ?  

A. Well ,  we always took  a b a t h  i n  t h e  tub .  Always g o t  t h e  t u b  of 
w a t e r  and my c h i l d r e n  a l l  t h r e e  a b a t h  i n  t h e  same wate r .  

Q .  So you had t o  c a r r y  t h e  w a t e r  o u t  when you were done? 

A. Y e s .  Oh, y e s .  Oh, y e s .  

Q. Did you have i n d o o r  t o i l e t s  o r  . . . 
A. Oh, no, we n e v e r  had any--af ter  we l e f t  t h e  farm,  a f t e r  I had 
charge  of i t ,  I had them p u t  a t o i l e t  i n  t h e  house t h e r e .  Then i t  
j u s t  c o s t  s o  much t o  keep i t  going.  I t o l d  them t h a t  i f  t h e y  l i v e d  
t h e r e  t h e y  had t o  keep i t  up. I wasn ' t  going t o  pay f o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  
f i x  up t h e  house.  And i f  t h e y  wanted t o  l i v e  i n  t h a t ,  t h e y  cou ld  j u s t  
keep i t  going.  

Q. What k i n d  of c r o p s  d i d  you r a i s e  on t h e  farm? 

A. Wel l ,  j u s t  corn  and oh,  I d o n ' t  know. Wheat, t h e y  had wheat t h e n  
and,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we r a i s e d  v e r y  many beans  t h e n .  

Q. What d i d  you f e e d  your  cows? 

A. W e l l ,  we f e d  them s i l a g e .  We had a b i g  s i l o  up--we had a b i g  
round b a r n  down on t h e  farm. And we had a b i g  s i l o  up i n  t h e  middle  
t h e r e .  The men would come i n  and h e l p  them t o  c u t  t h e  corn ,  you know, 
and p u t  i n .  T h a t ' d  make t h e  s i l a g e .  And I know my k i d s  t o l d  u s ,  m e  
a f t e r w a r d s ,  I d i d n ' t  know i t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  I f  I had I ' d  been s c a r e d  t o  
dea th .  Because a f t e r  t h e  s i l o ' d  g e t  c l e a r  down, you know, would g e t  
about  empty, t h e y  r u n  a c r o s s  some boards  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  of t h e  s i l a g e .  
I f  t h e y ' d  f a l l  down i n  t h e r e ,  why, i t ' d  k i l l  them r i g h t  now. I n e v e r  
d i d  know t h e y  d i d  t h a t .  But one day we were  t a l k i n g  abou t  i t  when we 
w a s  down t h e r e ,  and t h e y  was t e l l i n g  me how they  used t o  do t h a t .  ( l aughs)  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  way they do though. 

A. You know how k i d s  are. T h e y ' l l  do t h i n g s  t h a t  you never  t h i n k  t h e y ' l l  
do. But t h e y  d i d n ' t  have anybody t o  p l a y  w i t h .  They p layed  by themselves .  
They had a g o a t  and s h e  had a k i d ,  t h i s  g o a t  d i d .  And so  one day t h e y  
h i t c h e d  it up t o  a l i t t l e  wagon t h a t  t h e y  had. They j u s t  d rove  t h a t  l i t t l e  
kid g o a t  u n t i l  i t  d i e d .  

Q. Oh. 

A .  It was t o o  much f o r  i t .  The o l d  g o a t  was a l l  r i g h t  b u t  t h e  kid wasn't. 
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Q. Did you mi lk  t h e  goa t ?  

A. No, w e  d i d n ' t  milk i t .  No. 

Q. What good is  a goa t ?  

A. Well, j u s t  t o  p lay  w i th ,  f o r  t h e  k i d s  t o  p lay  with.  They had something 
t o  p lay  wi th ,  you know. They used t o  r i d e  t h e  cows. We had a cow t h a t  we 
c a l l e d  E l s i e .  We had a young b u l l ,  and John always rode t h e  b u l l ,  and 
Maynard would r i d e  t h e  cow. ( laughs)  

Q. How d i d  you farm? Did you have machinery o r  d i d  you have horses?  

A. Oh, they had ho r se s  and machines. They had ho r se s .  A l l  t h e  farming 
was done wi th  horses .  One time our  barns  caught on f i r e ,  and i t  was r i g h t  
ou t  w e s t  of t h e  house. And I w a s  t h e r e ,  M r .  Honey had gone t o  preach 
somewhere. He'd always go on Saturday evening and preached Saturday n i g h t  
and Sunday morning and Sunday n i g h t .  And s o  he ' d  had gone t o  Bogota t o  
preached. And whi le  he  was gone, why, I was--we a l l  s l e p t  over  i n  t h e  e a s t  
p a r t  of t h e  house. Well, one n i g h t  when t h e  moon w a s  sh in ing  r e a l  b r i g h t ,  
why I looked ou t  and saw somebody coming up t h e  l ane .  And I cou ldn ' t  
imagine who it  was. I was kind of s ca red ,  you know, being t h e r e  by myself 
because we l i v e d  a h a l f  a m i l e  from anybody. And s o ,  I got  up and walked 
i n  t h e  d in ing  room, and t h e  barn was a l l  on f i r e .  And t h i s  man had seen  i t  
and he 'd  come down t h e r e .  And he came i n  and he  s a i d ,  "Is t h e r e  anything 
t h a t  I can do t o  he lp?"  And I s a i d ,  "Well, maybe you could g e t  some 
machinery ou t  of my machinery shed." But on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  was a second 
barn down t h e r e .  It had a l l  t h e  machinery i n  i t .  And he  s a i d  i t  was a l l  on 
f i r e  too.  So i t ' s  no use t o  even t r y  it. And then t h e  round barn  caught on 
f i r e ,  bu t  some men got  up t h e r e  w i th  wet sacks  and put  i t  where i t  burned 
up on top ,  and put  i t  ou t .  

Q. Did you l o s e  any animals? 

A. No, every th ing  w a s  out  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  bu t  w e  l o s t  a l l  t h e  harness  and a l l  
t h e  machinery t h a t  we had. They d i d n ' t  have a h a l t e r  t o  pu t  on t h e  horse .  
We had b u i l t  a garage ou t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house and i t  was away from the-- 
our c a r  w a s  i n  t h e r e .  But we had a new buggy and Mr. Honey--we'd j u s t  
pu l l ed  i t  i n  t h a t  day, buggy i n  t h e  shed j u s t  before  he  l e f t .  H e  went by 
horseback. That w a s  i t .  H e  was on horseback. But I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t ime,  
why, he  was going on t h e  t r a i n  somewhere t o  preach. And s o  w e  took him i n  
t h e  c a r  and brought the c a r  back and put  i t  i n  t h e  shed. But i t  w a s  away 
from t h e  barn ,  and t h e  wind was i n  t h e  south .  And t h a t  over  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  house. The house faced  t h e  south ,  bu t  t h e  wind w a s  i n  t h e  south  and 
i t  blowed t h a t  way, you see .  Because i t  w a s  ou t  w e s t  of t h e  house, t h e  
barn  t h a t  burned. 

Q. Did you r e b u i l d  your barns  then?  

A. Well, no t  u n t i l  a f t e r  we moved away. Then w e  r e b u i l t  t h e  barns  f o r  
t h e  man t h a t  l i v e d  on t h e  farm. He farmed i t .  

Q. When you were on t h e  farm, d i d  you have h i r e d  hands? 
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A. Oh, y e s .  W e  always k e p t  a  h i r e d  hand. 

Q.  And where d i d  h e  l i v e ?  

A,  Well,  he d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t ,  But I had t o  f e e d  him a l l  t h e  
t ime. But h e  l i v e d  just about  a  m i l e  wes t  of us .  

Q. What k ind  o f  m e a l s  d i d  you s e r v e ?  

A. Well, I know M r .  Honey was a  g r e a t  hand f o r  b r e a k f a s t  foods .  H e  always 
l i k e d  shredded wheat.  And h e  a t e  s o  much shredded wheat ,  and s o  he w a s n ' t  
ha rd  t o  cook f o r ,  you know. But t h e  h i r e d  hands a lways l i k e  t o  have meat. 
H e  always l i k e d  t o  have something o u t ,  and i f  h e  d i d n ' t  have i t ,  why h e ' d  
growl about  i t .  And s o  I j u s t  cooked r e g u l a r  meals .  We had p o t a t o e s  and 
gravy and s o  on l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you h e l p  much w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  work? 

A. No, I d i d n ' t  do v e r y  much. Only j u s t  h e l p  him o u t  i n  the--milk t h e  cows 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I looked a f t e r  t h e  ga rden ,  I tended t h e  garden.  
We r a i s e d  o u r  beans  and a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  needed i n  t h e  garden.  Then 
I canned beans ,  of course .  

Q. How d i d  yau buy food a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Well, they  had a s t o r e  down a t  West L i b e r t y  and we always t o o k  o u r  cream 
down t o  West L i b e r t y .  There  w a s  a p l a c e  t h e r e  where you cou ld  s e l l  your  
cream. And t h e y  had a n i c e  s t o r e  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e n ,  you know, t h a t  s t o r e  
burned down, And t h e y  had a n i c e  r e s t a u r a n t  and i t  burned down. And M r .  
Honey, when h e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  p r e a c h i n g ,  why t h e r e  was a church r i g h t  s o u t h  
of where h i s  f o l k s  l i v e d .  They d i d n ' t  have v e r y  much peop le  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  
t h e r e  a t  a l l .  It was a M e t h o d i s t - P r o t e s t a n t  Church. T h a t ' s  what i t  was, 
M e t h o d i s t - P r o t e s t a n t .  And s o  h i s  f i r s t  sermon h e  preached,  h e  preached i n  
t h a t  Method is t -Pro tes tan t  Church. But h e  preached t h e  B i b l e  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  
l i k e  i t .  So t h e y  t o l d  him h e  c o u l d n ' t  p reach  t h e r e  anymore. So we r e n t e d  a 
h a l l  uptown then .  There  w a s  a h a l l  t h e r e  had some b u s i n e s s  houses .  We had 
t h i s  h a l l  up t h e r e ;  we had o u r  s e r v i c e s  t h e r e  f o r  a  l o n g  t ime.  And t h e n  i t  
burned down o n e  n i g h t .  Some of  t h e  men t h a t  was i n  t h e r e ,  t h e y  s a i d  some of 
t h e  men went i n  t h e r e  t o  p l a y  c a r d s ,  and o u r  church burned down then .  Burned 
up e v e r y t h i n g  we had i n  t h e r e .  And l a t e r  on t h e  s t o r e  burned and t h e n  t h a t  
r e s t a u r a n t  burned.  So t h e r e  i s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  l e f t  i n  West L i b e r t y  now. 
T h e r e ' s  a p o s t  o f f i c e .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  g o t  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  But i t  was 
a p r e t t y  t h r i v i n g  l i t t l e  town a t  t h a t  t i m e  when we was down t h e r e .  

Q. W e l l ,  how o f t e n  d i d  you go t o  town t o  buy your  food? 

A. How o f t e n  d i d  we go? W e l l ,  when we l i v e d  on t h e  farm, we cou ld  go t o  
t h a t  l i t t l e  s t o r e  t h e r e .  They had e v e r y t h i n g .  They j u s t  had e v e r y t h i n g  
there t h a t  you could  buy. And i t  was o n l y  j u s t  about  two o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  
from u s .  

Q.  Would you go i n  a  wagon? 

A. Y e s ,  we'd go i n  t h e r e .  Yes,  we go ld  i n  t h e r e  and go i n  t h e  buggy o r  
whatever  you was going t o  do to--I know one t ime  t h e y  had l o t s  of a p p l e s  
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o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o r c h a r d  and s o  t h e  f r o s t  came. Freeze  came, you know, 
and a l o t  o f  them--when he 'd  s e l l  h i s  a p p l e s ,  he 'd  s e l l  them r i g h t  on t h e  
t r e e ,  you know. And t h e n  they  would p i c k  them. And s o  t h e r e ' d  be  l o t  of 
a p p l e s  t h a t  was l e f t  t h e r e  t h a t  was p e r f e c t l y  good, b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  want t o  
t a k e  them and s t o r e  them, you know. And s o  one t ime  M r .  Honey g o t  a l o a d  
of them, p icked  up a l o a d  05  t h e  a p p l e s  and went down t o  Olney and s o l d  
a p p l e s  o u t .  You know, l i k e  I cou ld  go around t o  p l a c e s  and s o l d  a p p l e s  o u t .  
W e  d i d  most e v e r y t h i n g  we could  t o  make a  l i t t l e  money. We d i d n ' t  have much 
t h e n ,  

Q. Did t h e  F i r s t  World War a f f e c t  your  l i f e  on t h e  farm? 

A. Wel l ,  no. But I know when h e  s a i d  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  war,  
b u t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  because  h e  had h i s  f ami ly  h e  had t o  look  a f t e r .  He c o u l d n ' t  
go t o  t h e  war. Be used t o  be  i n  t h e  m i l i t i a .  And h e  was i n  t h e  m i l i t i a  f o r  
y e a r s  and y e a r s  when h e  was young and growing up. You know what a m i l i t i a  
is ,  d o n ' t  you? 

Q. Yes. 

A,  Well ,  t h a t ' s  what i t  was. 

Q. Were t h e y  a c t i v e ?  

A. W e l l ,  whenever t h e y  were c a l l e d  o u t .  One t ime  t h e y  were c a l l e d  o u t  t o  
go t o  Carterville, down i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  where t h e y  were 
having t r o u b l e  down t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  Negroes i n  t h e  mining p a r t .  So t h e y  were 
c a l l e d  o u t  t h e n .  They had t o  go down t h e r e  and s t a y  f o r  a  w h i l e .  And t h a t  
was when h e  was i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  And s o  h e  had t o  go down t h e r e  w i t h  a bunch 
of them and h e  came back.  He had t o  make up a l l  h i s  work, s c h o o l  b e f o r e  he  
could  g r a d u a t e .  

Q. Did h e  t e l l  you about  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t i a  i n  s o u t h e r n  
I l l i n o i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  h e  sa id  one t i m e  t h a t  a man o f f e r e d  him a c i g a r .  And h e  s a i d ,  
"I j u s t  thought  w e l l  i f  I start  smoking, I ' l l  always b e  smoking and I'm 
n o t  going t o  smoke." And s o  h e  wouldn ' t  t a k e  i t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  T h a t ' s  one 
t h i n g  I remember h e  t o l d  me. 

Q. Did he  t a l k  any about  t h e  niines? 

A.  Well ,  no. He might have t o l d  m e  something b u t  1 d o n ' t  remember what 
i t  was. 

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  you what t h e  t r o u b l e  was? 

A. Wel l ,  it was where t h e y  were ,  something i n  t h e  c o a l  mines,  you know. 
It was t h e  Negroes that they were having t r o u b l e  w i t h .  I don ' t  know what 
t h e  t r o u b l e  was,  I d o n ' t  remember i t  now. 

Q .  What d i d  t h e  m i l i t i a  do? 

A. Wel l ,  t h e y  were  guard ing  somewhere down t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know what t h e y  
were guard ing ,  b u t  t h e y  were guard ing  something t o  keep them from g e t t i n g  
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i n t o  t r o u b l e  I guess .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I know. 

Q. Was t h e  m i l i t i a  e v e r  c a l l e d  o u t  a g a i n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t  was. I f e e l  l i k e  I had a  h a i r  
on my eye  and I c a n ' t  g e t  i t  o u t .  

Q. So when t h e  F i r s t  World War came, i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  change a n y t h i n g  f o r  
you? 

A. No, i t  d i d n ' t  change a n y t h i n g  f o r  u s ,  no. 

Q .  D i d  i t  change i t  f o r  o t h e r  peop le?  

A. W e l l ,  1 d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. You see I l i v e d  down 
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  and I d i d n ' t  know much. I d i d n ' t  have any c l o s e  n e i g h b o r s ,  
and you d i d n ' t  g e t  a paper  e v e r y  day ,  and you d i d n ' t  know w h a t ' s  going on. 
And you d i d n ' t  have a--well, I had a  t e l e p h o n e ,  too .  I had a t e l e p h o n e  
t h a t  I could  c a l l  West L i b e r t y  and c a l l  h i s  f o l k s .  Because one t i m e  my 
l i t t l e  g i r l ,  when my husband was working o u t  on a woodpi le ,  h e  was c u t t i n g  
some l o g s ,  some wood up. I was c l e a n i n g  a  garment and I had some cup w i t h  
some g a s o l i n e  i n  i t .  And my l i t t l e  g i r l  was j u s t  b i g  enough s o  s h e  could  
reach  up and p i c k  i t  and drank i t  r i g h t  now. And I thought  s h e  was going 
t o  d i e ,  I d o n ' t  know how s h e  e v e r  g o t  saved .  You know t h o s e  fumes j u s t  
took  h e r  b r e a t h  away. So I knew t h a t  h e  had g iven  m i l k  t o  t h e  sheep w i t h  
g a s o l i n e  t o  k i l l  t h e  worms something l i k e  t h a t .  And I s a i d ,  "Oh, i f  w e  
could  just g e t  some m i l k  down h e r . "  And I w a s  j u s t  s o  u p s e t  I c o u l d n ' t  
h a r d l y  g e t  t h e  m i l k ,  t o  ge t  h e r  t o  d r i n k  i t .  And s o  he s a i d ,  "Have you 
g o t  some c a s t o r  o i l .  J u s t  g e t  s o m e  c a s t o r  o i l  and w e ' l l  g i v e  h e r  a  dose  
of c a s t o r  o i l . "  We p u t  t h i s  c a s t o r  o i l  down h e r  and s h e  th rew up and threw 
up t h e  g a s o l i n e .  You cou ld  j u s t  s m e l l  i t  when i t  d i d  come up. And t h e n  
s h e  be@ t o  g e t  a l l  r i g h t .  But s h e  j u s t  g o t  l imber .  J u s t  l imber .  I 
n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t  how s h e  looked.  And oh my. I d o n ' t  know what 1 ' d  done 
i f  I d i d n ' t  have my g i r l .  S h e ' s  s o  good t o  me. Now. 

Q. When you had your  c h i l d r e n ,  d i d  you have h o s p i t a l s  t h e n  o r  d i d  you have 
them a t  home? 

A. I j u s t  had t h e n  a t  home. 

Q. Did you have h e l p ?  

A. I was l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  mother and f a t h e r ,  you know. We were l i v i n g  t h e r e  
when I had--my f i r s t  two t h a t  1 had. When my l i t t l e  g i r l  was born ,  why t h e  
a f t e r b i r t h  grew f a s t .  And we had a  d o c t o r  from West L i b e r t y .  Well ,  h e  
wasn ' t  much of  a d o c t o r .  But anyway, h e  came o u t .  So I t o l d h i m t h a t  t h e  
a f t e r b i r t h  h a d n ' t  come, you know. And I s a i d ,  "It 's j u s t  growing f a s t ,  I 
guess ."  So h e  j u s t  took i t  and j e r k e d  i t  o u t .  I t ' s  a  wonder t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
d i e .  And s o  t h e n  later I had passed  t h a t  b i g  of p l a c e  where t h e  blood had 
c u r d l e d  up i n t o  a b a l l  and 1 passed  t h a t  o u t .  And t h e n  I was a l l  r i g h t .  
That was a m i r a c l e .  That was a m i r a c l e .  Wasn't i t ?  

Q. Sure  was. 
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A. He j u s t  j e rked  t h a t  o u t .  But when I had my next  boy, I never  had any 
t r o u b l e  a t  a l l .  

Q. Did doc to r s  make houseca l l s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess  they d id .  H e  made a houseca l l .  H e  d i d n ' t  do much e l s e  
but  make houseca l l s .  He wasn ' t  much of a doc tor  anyway. 

Q. How long d i d  you stay i n  bed once you had your ch i ld ren?  

A. Oh, I got  up when my l i t t l e  g i r l  was--Grandma Honey made me s t a y  i n  
bed f o r  n i n e  days. And 1 d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. And I got  up and walked a c r o s s  
t h e  f l o o r  and got  some t h i n g s  t o  change h e r  wi th .  She s a i d ,  "Oh, my. You 
oughtn ' t  t o  have done t h a t  a t  a l l . "  I s a i d ,  "My goodness, why t h a t  d i d n ' t  
h u r t  m e  a t  a l l . ' '  But I don ' t  remember how long I s tayed  i n  bed wi th  my 
f i r s t  boy. I don ' t  know. But I remember t h a t  s o  w e l l .  Oh, I don ' t  know 
why ~ ' m  t e l l i n g  a l l  t h i s  t o  you f o r .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Why? 

A. You don ' t  enjoy t h i s  do you? 

Q. Oh, yes ,  I do. 

A. Well, 1 wrote  a--I've got  t o  t a k e  t h e s e  g l a s s e s  o f f  and g e t  my h a i r ,  t h a t  
h a i r  f i x e d  ou t  of t h e r e .  Can you s e e  i t ?  ( g e t t i n g  h a i r  ou t  of Mrs. Honey's 
eye) There. T h a t ' s  i t .  Yes, t h a t ' s  b e t t e r .  

Q. Did your husband v o t e ?  

A. Vote? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Oh s u r e .  He always voted.  

Q. Did you? 

A. Oh, I d id  when they got  s o  women could v o t e ,  you know. Women cou ldn ' t  
vo t e  f o r  a  long  t i m e ,  you know. They hadn ' t  always voted.  

Q. Right .  

A. Yes, I always voted. They had a  Red Cross down t h e r e  where we l i v e d .  
The Red Cross would c o l l e c t  t h ings ,  you know. And s o  I was e l e c t e d  t r e a s u r e r  
of t h e  Red Cross.  So I kept  t r a c k  of my money every month. I would f i x  i t  
a l l  up and send i t  up t o  t h e  paper t o  be  publ i shed .  Af t e r  I got  through wi th  
my job ,  I j u s t  destroyed t h e  papers .  I d i d n ' t  keep them anymore. Because 
I ' d  s e n t  them up there t o  t h e  paper s o  I knew j u s t  what--they knew what i t  
was because they always kept  papers  t h e r e .  And s o  one day a man came down 
and he s a i d  he  wanted my papers  where I w a s  t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  Red Cross. 
And I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  have them." And I don ' t  know why I eve r  destroyed them. 
But I s a i d ,  "If you w i l l  go up t o  t h e  p r e s s  o f f i c e ,  y o u ' l l  f i n d  every one 
t h a t  I had every month where I s e n t  i n  a  r e p o r t  of what I took i n  and what 
I pa id  ou t . "  And s o  I guess he d i d  because I never heard from him. 
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Q. Were you involved i n  o t h e r  o rgan iza t ions?  

A. Well, p u b l i c  o rgan iza t ions ,  no. I always went t o  t h e  Women's Club but  
I never was an o f f i c e r .  

Q. Was your husband a c t i v e  i n  o t h e r  o rgan iza t ions?  

A. Well, when we l i v e d  down i n  t h e  country,  we had a  deba t ing  s o c i e t y  
t h a t  we had down t h e r e .  There was an o ld  church down t h e r e .  And we cleaned 
it a l l  up and had church the re .  It was between West L ibe r ty  and where we 
l i v e d .  And s o  we used t o  have a debat ing  s o c i e t y  down the re .  So we used t o  
go down t h e r e  t o  t h e  debates ,  and we'd debate  on d i f f e r e n t  t h ings ,  you know. 
But a s  f a r  a s  him holding an  o f f i c e  i n  any o rgan iza t ion ,  I don ' t  know what 
he d id .  

Q. What were your roads l i k e ?  

A.  Oh, they were t e r r i b l e .  Sometimes they 'd  be j u s t  so  bad, he 'd  have 
t o  t ake  fou r  horses  t o  go over t o  West L ibe r ty .  Hitch four  horses  t o  t h e  
wagon before  he could t ake  them over t o  West L ibe r ty  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  cream. 
But l a t e r  on, why they 'd f i xed  t h e  roads a l l  up and put  g rave l  on t h e  
roads.  They've g rave l  roads down t h e r e  now. 

Q. Well, what would happen i f  t h e  roads were s t i l l  bad? Were they ever  
graded o r  d id  they j u s t  s t a y  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I don ' t  remember what they d id  t o  them. They'd drag  them a f t e r  
they got  so they could drag them, you know, and f i l l  up the  ho le s  t h a t  
way. And t h a t ' s  about t h e  only th ings  I remember them doing a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, how d id  you g e t  around? 

A .  Well, I d i d n ' t  ge t  around. I s tayed  home. Sometimes I ' d  go t o  West 
L ibe r ty  and go up by t r a i n  t o  Newton. I f  I wanted t o  do some shopping o r  
any kind l i k e  t h a t ,  why I ' d  go up on a  t r a i n .  But otherwise I ' d  never d id  
anything. 

Q. What would you shop f o r ?  

A, Oh, whatever we might need, c l o t h e s ,  you know. And m a t e r i a l  I could 
buy t o  sew. I d i d  a l l  my own sewing and I sewed a11 f o r  my l i t t l e  g i r l ,  
too. But she never ,  when they were growing up, she  never  thought about 
wearing o v e r a l l s  l i k e  t h e  boys. Like they  do now. You never know which 
t h e y ' r e  doing. I t ' s  so much n i c e r  t o  have i t  t h a t  way, I th ink ,  f o r  
ch i ld ren .  But she  never d id  anything like t h a t .  

Q. You always kept  h e r  i n  d re s ses?  

A. Oh, yes ,  kept  her i n  d r e s s e s ,  yes .  

Q. Did you sew by hand o r  d id  you have a  machine? 

A. I had a  machine. That was one of t h e  f i r s t  t h ings  my husband g ive  me 
a f t e r  I was married was a  machine. 
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Q. Was t h i s  a  wedding p r e s e n t ?  

A. Yes, w e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know whether  you c a l l e d  i t  a wedding p r e s e n t .  I 
t h i n k  i t  c o s t  twe lve  d o l l a r s .  ( l a u g h t e r )  The machine c o s t  twe lve  d o l l a r s .  
W e  thought  t h a t  was a b i g ,  n i c e  machine. And I k e p t  t h a t  machine u n t i l ,  I 
t h i n k  I had i t ,  u n t i l  I moved t o  Palmyra. And I g i v e  i t  t o  my daughte r  
t h e n .  And s h e  was l i v i n g  on a farm t h e n  and when we l i v e d  i n  Palmyra,  
why, s h e  was t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  o v e r  a t  Newton. And s o  s h e  came o v e r  t h e r e  
t o  Palmyra t h e n ,  and s h e  saw t h i s  n i c e  farm t h a t  t h i s ,  o u t  t h e r e .  And s h e  
remarked abou t  i t  when s h e  came i n .  "What a n i c e  farm t h a t  was. Every- 
t h i n g ' s  k e p t s o n i c e . "  And t h e r e  was two b a c h e l o r s  t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e .  And 
s o  s h e  m a r r i e d  one of them. ( l a u g h t e r )  And s h e  l i v e d  on t h a t  farm a l l  
t h e  t i m e  u n t i l  I moved up h e r e .  Then s h e  took  my house.  They b u i l t  me a  
house. I s o l d  my house i n  Roches te r  and t h e n  t h e y  b u i l t  m e  t h i s  house i n  
Palmyra. And i t ' s  a l o v e l y  p l a c e .  I t ' s  a long  b u i l t .  It had e i g h t  rooms. 
But d o e s n ' t  have any basement. 

Q. So you had p l e n t y  of room? 

A. Oh, y e s .  And h e r  farm,  s h e  had s o  much down t h e r e .  She had e l e v e n  
rooms down t h e r e .  And t h e  man t h a t  l i v e s  on t h e  farm,  why, s h e  j u s t  l e f t  
h e r  s t u f f  t h a t  s h e  had i n  he r  l i v i n g  room down t h e r e .  Some t h a t  I had 
and some t h a t  s h e  had.  She p u t  i t  and f u r n i s h e d  h i s  l i v i n g  room f o r  him, 
t h e  man t h a t  l i v e s  on t h e  farm now. They r e n t e d  t h e i r  farm when t h e y  moved 
t o  town. 

Q. You s a i d  s h e  t a u g h t  s c h o o l  a t  Newton. Did she t e a c h  a t  t h e  same p l a c e  
t h a t  you d i d ?  

A. No. They b u i l t  a new h i g h  s c h o o l .  They b u i l t  a new h i g h  s c h o o l  and 
when s h e  t a u g h t ,  s h e  went t o  s c h o o l  a t  Eureka Col lege .  She g radua ted  from 
Eureka. When s h e  g o t  home a t  t h a t  t i m e  t e a c h e r s  were  p l e n t i f u l .  And s h e  
d i d n ' t  g e t  a s c h o o l  t o  t e a c h .  T h a t ' s  what s h e  s t u d i e d ,  you know, t o  b e  a 
t e a c h e r .  

And so  s h e  worked a t  t h e  A P S t o r e  f o r  a w h i l e .  And s h e ' s  g o t  a whole l o t  
of I n d i a n  penn ies .  Got I n d i a n s '  heads  on them. And s h e ' d  saved them t h e r e  
i n  t h e  s t o r e  when they  buy them i n ,  why, s h e  exchanged them and saved t h e  
penn ies .  And t h e n  s h e  g o t  a chance t o  g e t  a  coun t ry  school .  So s h e ' d  
n e v e r  t a u g h t  i n  a coun t ry  school .  But s h e  had gone t o  a  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l  when 
s h e  was growing up. She c o u l d n ' t  do l o n g  d i v i s i o n .  And s h e  had t o  come and 
a s k  h e r  f a t h e r  t o  h e l p  h e r  t o  s t u d y  l o n g  d i v i s i o n .  And s o  one t ime ,  s h e  was 
d r i v i n g  a n  o l d  Ford we had o u t  t h e r e .  It was a Ford t h a t  d i d n ' t  have any 
t o p  t o  i t .  J u s t  a c a r ,  you know. The r o a d s  were n o t  v e r y  good t h e n .  They 
k ind  o f  had r u t s  i n  them. And she go t  i n  a  r u t  i n  t h e  r o a d ,  and went t o  
g e t  o u t ,  why, s h e  went o v e r  t h e  fence .  But i t  d i d n ' t  h u r t  h e r ,  b u t  i t  k i n d  
of banged up t h e  Ford. 

Q. Did  she ge t  t o  d r i v e  a g a i n  then?  

A. Well, i t  was s o  t h a t  s h e  cou ld  d r i v e  i t  a f t e r  i t  came o u t  o f  t h e  d i t c h .  
Got it i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  you s e e .  And t h e n  a f t e r  t h a t ,  why t h e  p r i c i p a l  of t h e  
h igh  s c h o o l  moved n e x t  door  t o  u s .  And we g o t  t o  b e  good f r i e n d s  w i t h  him. 
When s h e  went t o  app ly  f o r  school--she t o o k  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and E n g l i s h .  
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That ' s  what she taught .  And so  he got  her  a  job t h e r e .  And so  she taught  
t h e r e  u n t i l  she  came over t o  Palmyra. 

Q. When she w a s  a c h i l d ,  how did  she  ge t  back and f o r t h  t o  school? 

A .  They walked. They walked a  mile  and a h a l f .  

Q. How f a r ?  

A. Mile and a  h a l f .  They had t o  walk t o  school .  

Q. What d id  they do f o r  t h e i r  lunch? 

A. They took t h e i r  lunch wi th  them. And our  o l d e s t  boy s t a r t e d  t o  school  
a year  before  she d id .  And he wouldn't e a t  h i s  lunch a t  school .  He was so 
backwards and so  bashfu l .  And so  when he'd come back home, he 'd  s i t  down 
on t h e  road,  s i t  r i g h t  up and e a t  h i s  lunch. But they walked t o  school .  
And then they,  each one got a  b i cyc l e .  And then  they rode t o  school .  Then 
a f t e r  Maynard got  b i g  enough t o  go t o  school ,  they a l l  t h r e e  rode t o  school  
on t h e i r  b i cyc l e s .  

Q. Were t h e i r  b i c y c l e s  then  l i k e  they are now? 

A. Oh, yes .  See t h a t  was i n  1920. Well, along i n  1918 o r  1920 o r  somewhere 
along the re .  

Q. Was t h i s  a country school  they  went t o ?  

A. Oh, yes .  It was a country school .  And they never had very good 
t eache r s  t h e r e .  Margaret s a i d  when she  got  through high school ,  she s a i d ,  
"When I went t o  co l l ege ,  I j u s t  f e l t  l i k e  1 d i d n ' t  know anything." But she 
got through a l l  r i g h t  and graduated a t  Eureka College where Ronald Reagan 
went t o  school .  

Q. Did t h e  k ids  have chores ,  on t h e  farm? 

A. O h ,  yes.  They had t o  c a r r y  i n  t h e  coa l ,  and l i t t l e  t h ings  t h a t  they 
had t o  do. Yes, they d id  have chores  a l l  t h e  t ime. They had t o  do whatever 
w e  t o l d  them t o  do. 

Q. Did they have s o c i a l s ?  

A. They never had much before  they moved t o  Newton. They never had much 
a f t e r  t h a t .  Well, a f t e r  we moved up t h e r e ,  why then,  of course,  they was 
i n  t h e  church t h e r e  and t h e  young people had s o c i a l s .  They had s o c i a l s  a l l  
the  t i m e .  One time when we were l i v i n g  i n  Newton, why, M r .  Honey j u s t  
preached t h e r e  h a l f  t ime. Then he had t o  go out  t o  another  p l ace  t o  preach 
h a l f  t i m e .  And s o  he went out  and he was holding a meeting out  t h e r e  where 
he preached. And when he came back, Margaret had t h e  measles,  and Maynard 
had broke h i s  arm cranking the  c a r ,  and John had h u r t  h i s  l e g  p lay ing  foot -  
b a l l .  When he got home, t h e  doc tor  was coming out  of t h e  house, and he 
wanted t o  know what happened t h e r e .  He saw t h a t  we had t o  have t h e  doc tor  
because Margaret had t h e  measles a t  t h a t  t ime. Somebody had had t h e  
measles a t  school  and a l l  t h e  k i d s  t h a t  hadn ' t  had them took them about 
t he  same time, 










































































