PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted
by Linda $§. Jett for the Oral History Office during the Fall Semester
of 1979. Mrs. Jett transcribed the tape and edited the transcript.
Margaret Honey reviewed the transcript.

Margaret Honey was born in Newton, Illinois, on May 8, 1884. She
attended school in Newton and upon graduation taught school in

Newton. She married a farmer, John Honey, who later became a Christian
minister. Margaret reveals some insights into the life of a minister's
wife. '

After her husband's death, Margaret lived by herself until she entered
the Lincoln Nursing Home in Lincoln, Illinois. When Lewis Memorial
Christian Nursing Home in Springfield, Illinois, was completed, Margaret
transferred there where she now resides.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Margaret E. Honey, October 1979, Springfield, Illinois.

Linda 8. Jett, Interviewer.

Q. Mrs. Honey, when were you born?

A. I was born in 1884, May 8.

Q. And where .

A In Newton, Illinois.

Q. And what was your mother's name?

A. My mother's name was Mary Jane S$tuart before she was married.
Q. And your father's name?

A. My father's name was Perry Reisner.

Q. And how many children were there in the family?

A. There were seven children lived in the family. And my mother had seven
children, and she was thirty-one years old when she died.

Q. What did she die of?

A. Typhoid fever.

Q. How did she catch typhoid fever?

A. Well, she caught it from my father, I guess, because he went out and
took care of his father when he had it. And when he came back, why he
took it. And then she took it from him. Of course, the youngest child
wasn't two or three years old. And I don't know whether she was expecting
another child or not because they had seven children already, and you
could count on them having them about every two years.

Q. How did your father's father catch the typhoid fever, do you know?
A. Well, he went out and took care of his father that had it.

Q. Was this an epidemic?

A. Well, you know typhoid fever is very contagious, and that'’s how he

got it, you see. And, of course, then they didn't know how to vaccinate
for ic.




Margaret E. Honey * 2

Q. How did they take care of the people then?

A. Well, just like anybody else be sick people; they take care of them.
And I don't know much about that. You see, I was just a child when that
happened, and I didn't know how they took care of them. Only just like
anybody else that was sick.

Q. How old were you?

A. Well, I was only eight years old when my mother died.
Q. What do you remember about your mother?

A. About my mother?

Q. Yes.

A. 0Oh, I remember about one time when we went to some place, to a meeting
I went with her one evening. Of course, then they didn't have any electric
lights or anything on the streets, no electric lights on the streets or
anything. It got dark and when we came home-—why I was so proud to be
because I had a little hat that had a feather on it. 1 always enjoyed
that so much, and so she took me. And, of course, I had curls then. My
hair was in curls and I guess you can see that--I just combed it, washed
it this morning and it's kind of bad. I had curls, and I had this little
hat on, and she took me with her up to this meeting. I don't know what
kind of a meeting it was. But when we came back, oh, it was so dark. I
was afraid all the way because we couldn't hardly see to go, you know,
because it was dark. And we passed a place where there's a lumberyard
there, and we could hear somebody out in the lumber or something, and that
scared us too. 8o that's the only time I remember anything that I ever did
with my mother,

Q. Did yourmother work outside of the house?

A. Oh, no. She [was] busy with the seven children, why she couldn't
work anywhere outside the homne.

Q. What did your father do?

A. Why he was a carpenter and a cabinet maker. He made a bookcase, and
a chest of drawers, and then he made a secretary, what you called a
secretary. It was a top part, you know, where you open out, and the
places to put things in.

Q. Okay. Who took care of you after your mother died?

A. Why my father took care of us. My older sister was about fourteen,

I guess, and she just went ahead. We all just turned to her. Whenever we'd
want to do anything, why we'd have to ask her. Just like we'd ask our
mother. And she was very, very wonderful girl, and she died when she was
twenty-five.

Q. What did she die of?
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A. She had water on her lungs. And I don't know what else. They thought
she had T. B. but I don't think she did. But she had water on her lungs.

And I had that on me when I went down to the hospital. Well, I couldn't
hardly breathe. I just felt like I couldn't hardly breathe, and so I

went to the doctor. And he sent me right to the hospital right away. 1
had water on my lungs and water on my heart. And I think it must have been
like she was. Of course, now they know how to treat it, you see. And so
they took me down to the hospital and give me oxygen for about two weeks,
and T was there and then I came home.

Q. Well, now, your older sister, did she marry?

A. No. No. She had aboyfriend but she never married. And when she got
so she couldn't hardly do anything much, why she stayed with my aunt,
Aunt Mary Eck. And this young man roomed there. When she passed away,
why, her friends come in--she died at home--and her friends came in. And
this boyfriend came over and held her hand until she died.

Q. Did she not marry because of the younger children?

A. No. No. She just hadn't got to a place where she wanted to get
married.

Q. How did your father manage to take care of all of you?

A. Well, he just worked so hard and raised a garden and kept hogs and
kept horses. And we had two big lots. One big lot and one was south--we
had our barn. And down in there he raised some corn and things like that
and everything he raised. And he had a nice garden, and he had bees and
we got honey. He bought molasses by the barrel and salt. And we used to
take our eggs out and put them in the salt barrel because they said they'd
keep better in the salt barrel.

Q. Oh really?
A. Yes. And we had chickens, and sc we had eggs there to use. And then
we had a cow so we'd have plenty of milk. And we had a 1little orchard up

north of the house, and it had apples and peaches on it. That's the way
he took care of us.

Q. Did he sell the merchandise or was this just enough for the family to .
A. Just for the family. He was just raising it for the family.

Q. So then . .

A. We butchered hogs and had plenty of meat, you see, that way.

Q. So not only was he a farmer sort of like, but he also built cabinets
Or L] » *

A. Oh, ves.
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Q. . . . houses?

A. He had a shop uptown where he worked when he had time. Why, he worked
up there in his shop, and he built these things. And I know he built a
bookcase. The bottom part of the bookcase was all different kinds of wood
there in a diamond shape. And I didn't know what ever become of that, I
thought my brother took it. He was my youngest brother, after my father
died. We had to get rid of the stuff there. I thought my brother took

it but I guess he must have sold it. Because one day I was in Newton, and
I was in the feed store, and they had that desk there, the lower part of
it. T took the top part and used it, put my books in. It just lifted off,
you know, and I could use it. One day they had a sale uptown, and they
sold an old lady's things. T bought a table there, a walnut table for
three dollars. One of the leaves on that table just fit where they took
that off of the top part there. It just fit on there and so I had that.
Made me a nice bookcase. My daughter's got it down there now.

Q. Did you live in the country then, when you were children?

A. No. We lived in town. We lived in Newton.

Q. But you were able to have livestock in town?

A. Oh, yes. He had two big lots there, and we hadone lot where we kept
our cows and pigs and horses and all right in that right across the road
from ugs. We were on one side of the road and they were on the other side.
It was between the road and the railroad. Railroad went right close to it.
Q. How did you father get back and forth to work?

A. He walked. We didn't have any other way to go, only walk. Everybody
walked then. Why I walked to school when T taught school. T taught there,
and I walked back and forth at noon. I don't know, it was five or six
blocks to dinner.

Q. Can you describe the house that you lived in as a child?

A. T described it, you know, when I told you that before. It had a front
room, and then we had a parlor, what we called a parlor. We didn't use
that very much. And it was just special occasions that we ever used the
parlor. And of course, when I got big enough to have company, boyfriends,
why I would entertain them in the parlor.

Q. Were you chaperoned?

A. Oh no, not always. (laughs)

Did you have carpeting back then?

- e

Have what?

Q. Carpeting? Rugs?
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A. Well, I don't remember. Yes. We had our carpet, I think, on the floor
in the parlor. But engrained carpet in there. And then, of course, in the
dining room it was a rag carpet. You know, where they woved rag carpets.
You've seen a rag carpet?

Q. Yes. Were the carpeting then different than the carpeting we have today?
A. Oh, yes. Different. Nothing like that then. They were smooth carpets.
I don't think we ever had a rug on the floor, what you call a rug then. But
I think it was just carpeted, what they called engrained carpet.

Q. And what did you have under the carpet?

A. Well, I don't remember what was under the rest of that room. I don't
remember. But I know what they put in the dining room there where the rag
carpet was. They put straw under it. But the others I don't think they

put that under them.

Q. Why did they put straw under the carpeting?

A. Oh, well vou see, we didn't have any pads, you know, to put under it
then. There wasn't no pads but that was to make it kind of soft, you know,
so the kids could lie down and take a nap or whatever they wanted to. It
was nice walking on. I can remember so well walking on that new carpet

when it had the new straw under it.

Q. How often did you change the straw?

A. Well, twice a year. In the spring we always cleaned up the house and
changed, and then in the fall, why, we put new carpet, and we got ready for
winter.

Q. You say your father had bees?

A. Yes.

Q. Were they in the orchard?

A. Well, they was between the orchard and the house, they had a place
where the bees were. And he always took care of them. He put a mosquitoe
bar thing over his head, and he always took care of them and took out the
honey. :

Q. What's a mosquitoe bar?

A. Don't you know what a mosquitoe bar is?

Q. No.

A. Well, it's a heavy veil, heavy veiling. Real loose screen, you Kknow.

Q. Did everybody have bees if they had orchards?
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A. No. I don't think anybody around there had bees but us. And of
course, we had our orchard there. It had apple trees and they bloomed.
And the peach trees. Apple and peach trees [are] what they had. And I
remember one time they had one peach tree that had early peaches on it.
And so I gathered up a basket, a little basket. I thought, "Well, I'd
take that out and sell it." I was going to sell it for a quarter. And
I had a hard time selling it too.

Q. Why was that?

A. They were nice pretty peaches. They was real pretty, but they were
the early peaches.

Q. Didn't anybody want to buy from you?

A. I don't know. People didn't, of course. Everybody was pretty close
then. They didn't buy anything they didn't have to.

Q. As children, what did you do for entertainment?

A. Oh, I don't know. We just played around in the yard, and I don't
remember anything. We used to play, go out of an evening and the neighbor-
hood children all get together and play different games and playing hide-and-
seek, you know. You know what those are. And there's several other games
but I couldn't remember what they were, what they called them now.

Q. Did you have dances?

A. No. I never was allowed to go to a dance. One time I did go when my
father didn't allow me to go to dances. But one time there was a girl that
I went with. They were having a dance where a man was married and they was
having a dance for him. He was a cousin of my husband. But he was one of
the black sheep of the family, you know. And they didn't have much to do
with each other. So I went down there and I danced that evening. They

had beer there, but I didn't drink any beer at all. I had a good time.

But I told my dad T didn't go. And that was one time I lied to him. I

was sorry I did it.

Q. Why didn't he allow you to go to dances?

A. Well, he didn't think that was right. He thought I would get into
trouble if you did. Not very many people, very nice people ever went to
the dances there.

Q. Were the boys allowed to go?

-
A. Well, I don't know. I don't remember anything about it whether they
did or not.

Q. Did your father remarry?

A. No. BHe didn't remarry at all. He just kept us until we were all
grown. And my brothers when they got older--why my aunt lived out in the
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country and they were going out to California. And so one of my brothers
went with them out to California. And he was out there in 1906 when they
had the big-—in San Francisco.

Q. The earthquake?

A. The earthquake. And so then he'd been working with my father, too.
He worked with my father when he was a carpenter, you know. And he knew
something about building things. And so he got a job and worked in that
there, rebuilding San Francisco. And then he studied law afterwards. He
was a lawyer out there. And when we were out there, why he took us all
around and showed us his big room with all the books. Oh, they had the
most books all around the room there. And he went down the crookedest
street in California. It just went like this. (Shows a wavy line) And
he was past 80 years:old then.

Q. Did any of your other brothers learn how to build houses or make
cabinets?

A. Well, no. I don't think they did. My brother that went out with my
aunt, I forget her name now. Aunt Vic, Aunt Victoria, her name was
Victoria Demming. He went out west with them and he worked out there.

And I don't know just what he did, but he never did come back again after
he went out there. But the other brother that was a lawyer, he came back
and he went to New York so he could practice law in any state in the union.

Q. What became of your other brothers and sisters?

A. My youngest brother joined the Army. That is not my youngest but

the one next to me. And he went up into Alaska and was up there for a
while. And I don't know where because he brought back some little chunks
of gold that he'd got and that's all I remember about him. And he married
a woman. He came back and visited several times afterwards. But I don't
know what, and then he went out to California and he died out in California.

Q. What about your sisters?

A. My younger sister? Well, she was at home there all the time and she
got married. And she lived there with my father, she and her husband.

And she had acute appendicitis and she died. And something set in there
and her appendixes bursted. The doctor she called lived right next up

close to them there, but he wasn't our regular doctor at all. And he

didn't tell her that she had appendicitis. She suffered so terrible and
then her appendix broke and they took her to the hospital. But she died
right after she got down to the hospital. And I went down~-I was living
in West Liberty-—-and I got on the train and went down. See, they had to
take them on a train, and I went down there. I was there when she died.

Q. How old was she?

A, She was just about twenty-five. Both of my sisters died when they
was just about twenty-five.
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Q. Did you have another sister?

A. One three years older than me and one three years younger. Well,
yes, I had my younger sister, Em. That was the one that lived with my
father after I was married. And she was the one that helped me when T
was married. She had her girlfriends come in and they helped. They
made homemade ice cream, and cake, and they served it there after the
wedding, after the ceremony. And then about seven o'clock, why we went
down to the country in the horse and buggy.

When did you get married?

Oh, on the 2lst of June. That was the longest day of the year.

Q.
A.

Q. What year?
A. It was in June. Maybe I was twenty-two when I was married. (laughs) !
I remember what year it was. 1906.

Q. Where did you meet your husband?

A. He lived in Newton. He lived in the west end of town and I lived in

the east end. And he graduated from high school the year that I went in
high school. And I knew of him all the time but I never was very much
acquainted with him until one day he and another boy asked a girl and I,
Edna Bowers and I, to go down to St. Marie with them. And they had a surrey
and we drove down to St. Marie about twelve miles down there and seemed

like it~~that was about the only thing you could do is to go to a little
place like that. You couldn't get around anywhere else, you know, because
you had to go with a horse and buggy whenever you went anywhere or else on
the train. And so then I went with him that night. That was the first time
I ever went with him. And then we dated several times.

Then he went out west with his brother. His brother was fourteen years
older than him. And he wanted him to go out with him to hunt and fish.
He had to hunt and fish, you know. So they spent two years out where
White River is. I think it's way out in Colorado. Out close to White
River because they started to go down White River one time. The rapids
were so bad that they lost about everything they had. Almost lost their
lives.

Then he came back home and his father sent him to a schoeol, to business
school down in Harriman, Tennessee. And when he went down there then he
graduated from that and he learned to write so good. But my goodness,

he got back later on, why he just wrote the same way. And he wrote me a
letter when they was out in Colorado or wherever he was. I could hardly
read it. He couldn't write very good. But he learned to write very good.
He had really nice pen, but he didn't keep it up, you know. It was just
like he learned when he was a child.

Q. Why did his father send him to school?

A. Well, he wanted him to have a business education so if he--no matter
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what he did, why he'd have something to go on. But his father should
have sent him to school right out of his high school, but he didn't do
it.

Q. Why is that?

A. Well, the people didn't go to school very much. People didn't go to
college very much at that time. It [was] just up to whether that person
wanted to go. Not very many young people would care much about going to
college then. Because they felt like they had a high school education
that was all that was necessary.

Q. Did you attend church as a child?
A. Attend church?
Q. Yes.

A. Oh, yes. My father would always get us ready every Sunday and he'd
send us all to Sunday School and Church. But he would stay home and clean
up the house. And, of course, you know, after he had had seven children
in the house for a week and put them in school, why, it needed a lot of
cleaning up. And so he'd just sweep it up and clean, and dust it all, and
have it cleaned when we got back home. But he didn't go with us.

Q. What church did you go to?

A. We went to the Methodist Church then. And I never went to the Christian
Church until T got to going with my husband. And then he was a member of
the Christian Church. And I never was a member of the Methodist Church.

I just went there all the time when I was a child, but I never went into the
church. And then, when I went with my husband, why, I never heard a
Christian preacher preach before. And I didn't know they preached the

Bible like that. And so I was really interested in that. But after we

were married then, I had my daughter—-was just three weeks old when I was
baptized. We had to go into Newton-—-now we lived down in the country then
and we drove a surrey twelve miles into town to church. Then that night I
was baptized. And my little girl was just three weeks old. And there was

a preacher from Palmyra here the other day. And he had his baby with him
and it was just three weeks old. And while he was here Margaret came in.
And I said, "Margaret, do you know you were just that age of that baby when
I was baptized?" (laughs)

Q. Was this in the summer?
A. It was in August.
Q. Where did they baptize you at?

A. In the baptistry in the church. They had a baptistry in the church.
In the Newton Church.

Q. How was the church different then?
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A, Well, I don't know that it's any different. What do you mean by
different?

Q. Well, compared to the church today.

A. Well, it was just like any other church. It was in Newton. The
railroad run right beside of the church. 8o many times when Mr. Honey,
after he started preaching there, there would be a train come up and it
was kind of a sloop there, you know. They'd just puff and puff and puff.
And he'd have to stop preaching until the train got passed. (laughter)

Q. It was that loud.

A. Yes. It was just as close, about that road out here in front of
this here, and that was close to the church. (less than a block)

Q. You say you went to school in Newton?

A. Oh, ves. 1I went to school, and I went to grade school, and I went
to high school there, and I graduated there. And when I graduated, we
played the Merchant of Venice. I was Portia in the Merchant of Venice.

Q. Was this a school play?

A. Well, it was one of Shakespeare's plays, you know. We just played
the trial scene of the Merchant of Venice. There was twelve of us in
there, classes. So Ed Gerhart was the Duke. He was the one, and I was
Portia. Then Shylock was the one that asked for the pound of flesh.
"Take thou thy pound of flesh." T can say part of it now. Harvy

Bryan was Shylock.

Q. You have a good memory.

A. Oh, I recite a lot of poems here, now by memory. And I write poetry,
too.

Q. How long did you attend school?

A. Well, I didn't graduate until I was, well let's see. 1 must have
graduated when I was twenty. I was just barely twenty when I graduated.

Q. Did you go all year round?

A. Oh, no. We had summer vacation just like they have here. Just like
they have now.

Q. When it snowed in the winter and got very bad, did that prevent you
from golng to school?

A. Oh, no. We always had to go to school no matter what happened. They
always cleaned off the walks, you know, so you can go. And we always
walked to school. That's the only way we could go. They never had cars
then. Why, when I had my hand hurt, I walked clear down about four or
five blocks to the doctor, after this happened here.
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Q. How did that happen?

A. Well, dynamite cap exploded in my hand, took these three fingers off
(thumb, index finger, and middle finger of left hand). I was just holding
it, and T picked it with a hair pin. I didn't know what it was. And I
saw something white down in there. T just took a wire hair pin out of
there, and just stuck it in there, and it exploded.

Q. Was this during school?

A. T was in the sixth grade. And the children all rushed out and nobody
knew what happened until they saw me. I was the only one hurt. T was
holding it up like this, you know, and looking at it. And the doctor
said if T hadn't been a distance, why the power would have probably killed
me.

Q. How did you react?

A. Well, I was all right. My face looked like it had the measles, but
it never left any scars or anything on my face.

Q. Did they take you to the doctor?

A. Oh, ves. A high school boy took me to the doctor. He walked me down
there.

Q. What did they do for your hand?

A. They had to clean it all off and wrap it up, you know. Bandaged it.
This here finger (ring finger) was just hanging there almost by its skin,
and they saved it. I told them if they could just save that finger for me.
They did. I don't know what I'd done with it then.

Then I fell. One day I was coming out of the kitchen door there in
Rochester, and I fell. No, it wasn't when I was coming out of the door.
I'd been to church and Delbert Taft always took me to church after Mr.
Honey had passed away. We lived up north of the church quite a ways and

so I always rode with him. So when he came back to bring me home, why I
said--now there was a drive right along the north side of our house there.
But the neighbor had a drive, and I said, "Just drive right in there,"
because it was kind of up a hill to drive up to my drive. And I said then,
"I'11l just get out and walk around to the kitchen door," because I didn't
lock the kitchen door at all when I'd go away. I never locked it at all.
And so I went to go up there, took hold of the door--and the screen was
hard to pull. My hand slipped off of it, and I just fell backwards off
there. And all that hurt me was this finger, and I had a big fur coat,

and I had a fur hat too. And I happened to have it on that day, and that's
the only time I wore it that winter. It was so heavy to wear. So I didn't
wear it very much. I still have it.

Q. But it saved you .

A. Oh, yves. I don't believe if I had that on, I don't know what would
have happened to me. But I just went right backwards and it was three




Margaret E. Honey 12

steps down on the concrete. I hit my head on the concrete. 1T think T

just must have passed out when I started to get down. I just passed

out I guess. And then when that hit me on the head, of course, I had

this fur hat on and that saved my head. So I called the neighbor then
after--well, I went in the house, and I looked around. I fixed me something
to eat, and I ate my dinner. And so then I called the neighbor and asked
her if she had an ice bag. And T said T hit my head and I'd like to put an
ice bag on it. So she came over and she had some ice in a towel. And she
said, "I didn't have any ice bag, but I brought this ice in a towel and
I'11 put that on your head. Then I'll go and fix you some dinner." And

I said, "Don't fix me any dinner. I've already had my dinner." (laughs)

Q. But you were okay, then?

A. Yes. And then after I'd laid down and went to sleep a while, why then

T was all right. It didn't hurt me too bad. But I could remember it now,

that when I hit my head down on that concrete too. And that was when I was
there in Rochester after Mr. Honey passed away.

. When you went to school, did vou have a one-room schoolhouse?

A. No, no. We had up to the eighth grade. Each grade had a room.
And I taught the fourth grade.

Q. And you had a high school?

A. Yes. The high school, it was up in the same building, up high. They
had a high school up there. Of course, then not very many people. We
only had twelve in our class. We had the biggest class they'd had for a
long time.

Q. And you had twelve?
A. Yes.
Q. What kind of subjects did they teach you?

A. Oh, just regular subjects. Reading, writing and arithmetic. You
had to take language and geology and algebra and things like that. And
Latin. We studied Latin, too.

Q. When you were at home, did you have chores to do?

A. Chores to do? Well, I should say.. When I was at home, I was about
the head of the home then. And I had to do everything that was suppose
to do. My father always hired the washing done. There was some people
that lived down by the railroad, and they would wash my whole basket of
¢clothes for a dollar. And so he had the washing done. And they bring
it back, and we had to iron it. And of course, then you had to iron
everything. You didn't have anything that you didn't have to iron. All
your clothes, dresses and everything that you had, why you had to iron
everything, the boy's shirts and so. We had those old fashioned iroms,
you know. You had to put them on the stove to heat them. And then we
had to walk in from the kitchen where we put it on the stove, and then
they had to walk in the dining room to do our ironing.
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Q. Did you have a board to iron on?

A. Yes. I had a board but it was just a regular board. Put between a
chair and table, chest there that we had built there under the window.
See our kitchen was added on to the house after it was built and there
was a window right in the window. They just left that window in there
in the kitchen into the dining room so you could pass things in across
there.

Q. Did they have machines to do the wash?

A. No, I don't think so. I think they just washed by hand, by board.

Q. With a scrub board?

A, Yes.

Q. Was this the only thing that your father had hired to do?

A. Yes, that's the only thing.

Q. And you say you became a teacher?

A, Yes.

Q. What qualifications did you have to have?

A. Well, T came right out of high school and taught school. I didn't
have any extra education at all. I took an examination to see if I would
pass to be a teacher and I passed. And so then I got this school up at
Point Pleasant. T taught at Point Pleasant for two months and that was

a summer school. They begin summer. After the school was out there, their
school started in there and it ran for two months. And so I taught that.

Q. What grade did you teach?

A. Teached all grades. That was just a regular country school, you know.
And you had to teach all grades.

Q. Was that a one-room schoolhouse?

A. One-room schoolhouse, yes.

Q. And that was for the summer?

A. Yes. That was summer school.

Q. Where did you live when you taught?

A. I lived with my cousin up there, up by Hidalgo.

Q. And where did you go after you taught at Point Pleasant?

A. Well, then after I came back, I went over to Indianapolis with my
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sister. My older sister was sick. She thought she'd go over there

and take some treatments. And she had that water on her lungs, and

they tried to draw that water off. But they didn't do any good. When
we came back then in March, why she died. We wasn't back very long until
she died.

I got a job then to teach. I applied for a job at the post office. The
postmaster lived right next door to us, and so he told me he thought T
could get the job. And so I applied for the job but, then I got this job
at teaching school and I didn't work at the post office here.

Q. And this was back in Newton?

A. Yes, that was in Newton.

Q. What grade did you teach then at that time?

A. I taught the fourth grade at Newton. That's all I taught. I just
taught one year.

Q. Why is that?

A. Because I wanted to get married. And my husband gave me a ring at
Christmas time so we decided that as soon as my school was out, I'd get
married. And so that was one reason we had to wait until the 21st of June
before we got married.

Q. Because that's when school was out?

A. Yes. School was out.

. Why didn't you go back and teach school?

A. Because they didn't allow married teachers to teach then. They didn't
have married women to teach then.

Q. I see. How did you get back and forth to school?

A. I walked. I walked back. Let's see, one, two, it was about five or
six blocks.

Q. And you say you walked home at noon . .

A. Oh, yes. Walked home at noon and then walked back. When I graduated
from high school, my father gave me a watch. And so then I was going to
school one day and it was one of those you pinned on here (points to dress)
and it hung on this there. And it come unpinned and fell down, but it
never hurt the watch at all. One edge of it was kind of barred inm, but

it didn't hurt it at all.

I went to school one day. The train was across the road and I crawled

under the train. An old man caught my hand just in time to pull me across
as the train started up.

END OF SIDE ONE
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Q. Did you have courting?

A. Well, I said I [was] with a number of different fellows during the
time before I got married, before I selected the one that I wanted.
(laughs) And oh, I don't know. We used to date. They used to take

you out buggy riding and things like that, you know. And then when
we——1if anything's going on or going to church, sometimes they'd take
you to church. I remember I went with a fellow by the name of Perry
Whitson. He got too friendly and I didn't want to have anything to do
with him anymore, so I wouldn't go with him anymore. You know how these
boys are. (laughs)

Q. How are they?
A. Oh, Lord. They take advantage of you if they can.
Q. How did your husband court you?

A. Well, he just come to see me and he took me down to Lilly Pond. We
were going down there and he said he'd show me how to shoot a revolver,
He had a revolver. And so when shooting it, he was shooting at a tree

or something, I don't remember what now. But I shot this revolver and it
hit the tree. No, it hit a fence post, a board on a fence. Then it
glanced back and hit a tree and come back and hit me right here. (points
to chest) But it had lost its strength by that time. But it went clear
around that way and come back.

Q. So you weren't hurt?

A. No, I wasn't hurt at all. He said, "We'll not shoot anymore."
(laughs) And I know one time when we were coming home, we was out buggy
riding and we was coming home. Of course, he always liked to hug you up,
you know, a little bit. And another man come along, and he saw us in
there. He said, "Oh, my." He didn't want anybody to see him. (laughs)
Q. Was he shy?

A. Yes, he was kind of backwards.

Q. How did you pick the man that you wanted to marry?

A. Well, I don't know. It just seemed like that when you find the man
that's true, why that's the one you want. You know yourself.

Q. How did he propose to you?

A. Well, he just--we was just going together and he said, "Well, why
don't we get married?" Well that's just about all he said. And so then
I said, "Well, we have to wait until school's out. I couldn't get married
before school's out." So we waited then until June before we got married.

Q. Where did you live when you got married?

A. Well, I went down after my wedding, and we drove down to West Liberty
where there's a house there north of West Liberty where his father and
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mother lived. And so we lived with them then. Because he was working
in the orchard, you know. And his father had given him eighty acres of
land, and it had a house on it. But there was a man living there. We
had to wait until he could get off there, before he got another place
to go, before we moved over there. And we had two children before we
went over there. There was only fifteen months difference between my
two older children. My children were all close together. I had them
all at once. The quicker the storm~-The harder the storm, the quicker
the rest.

Q. I've never heard that. Did you have a honeymoon?
A. Have what?
Q. A honeymoon.

A. Well, we went up to Chicago. No, I didn't have any honeymoon. But
it was later on we went there. He worked for the Ice and Cold Storage
Company before we were married, and so he bought apples out in New York
for the Cold Storage Company. And so then the next year after we were
married, why they wanted him to come again and buy apples. And he had
a little farm and had raised a little crop of corn or something. And
he said, "Well, I think I'd better stay and take care of my farm." And
so his father went in his place. And so they lost money on his--when
his father went. But they made quite a bit when John was buying apples.

Q. So he was a good businessman?

A. Oh, yes. He was a good businessman. Of course, he'd had business
education anyway. And I always been sorry afterwards because I always
wanted to go to Niagara Falls because that was the route he went out,

close to Niagara Falls where he bought apples. And I never got to go

until after he died. Then I went to Canada with my two grandchildren

and we came back by Niagara Falls.

Q. So you finally got there?

A. I finally sawthem, yes. Yes, I wanted to go to Niagara Falls and I
wanted to go to Hawaii. And I went to all those places before I got so

I couldn't go at all.

Q. And now you finally moved over to the farm that his father gave you?
A. What?

Q. You finally moved to the farm?

A. Oh, yes. We finally moved over there and then we went into the dairy
business. And his father bought him a cow, a Jersey cow from the Isle of

Jersey. It came from the Isle of Jersey. And it was a beautiful cow.
And so we had a dairy, we had mostly Jerseys and that's what he milked.

Q. Why did he buy a Jersey cow?
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A. Because he liked them best. It was such a pretty cow. And it was
a good, the Jerseys were a good breed of cows.

Q. How many cows did he have?
A, Oh, we had as much as twelve at a time that we milked.
Q. How did you milk your cows?

A, We milked them by hand. And he did most of the milking. Our
oldest boy milked some. And T milked some but not very much. T didn't
milk very much. We had a separator and we separated our milk and sold
our cream. And that's the way we made our living.

Q. Where did you keep the milk?

A. Well, we always separated it when it first came in, you know. I don't
remember. We didn't keep it more than one time of the day. Every time
we had milk, why we had some fresh milk, you see. And we didn't have to
keep it very long.

Q. You didn't have to store it then?

A. No. When I was younger and I told you about the place where we had
water out there outside the house--kind of a trough along there with a

1lid over it. We kept our milk in there and he kept water running through
there all the time. We could pump water and let it run through there, you
know. Or have water in it so it kept the milk cool.

Q. Did you churn butter?

A. Oh, ves. I churned all the time. And one time I had a big barrel
churned. I don't know whether you ever saw one or not.

Q. No.

A. Well, they were about this long and about this big around (24" x 12")
and they just turned over and over and that's the way you churned your
butter. And T had a lot of cream in there and one of the kids came along.
I don't know, the 1lid came off and it all went out on the floor.

Q. So you lost

A. All that cream, we lost all the cream. The worst job was cleaning
it up. (laughs)

Q. Did you raise a garden then?

A. Oh, yes. We had a garden, nice garden. We always raised our
vegetables. Because people couldn't get fresh vegetables when T was
growing up. You couldn't go to the store and buy fresh vegetables at

all.

Q. So you had to grow them?
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A. You had to grow them if you got them.
Q. How did you store them?

A. Well, we couldn't store them very much. Unless we had a cave or
something like that to put them in. You couldn't store them. You just
had them during the growing season. You didn't have vegetables all year
around like we have today.

Q. Did you have potatoes?

A. Potatoes. Oh, yes. He raised potatoes. He raised all our potatoes
that we ate.

Q. Did you store your potatoes then?
A. Well, ves. He kept them in a bin up there, in the kitchen.
Q. Did you can?

A. Oh, yves. I always canned a lot of stuff. Yes. We always canned

a lot of stuff. That's the only way you could have our stuff, keep it,
you know, to can it. You never froze things then. You never. I had a
fireless cooker, and I could heat these big irons and put them in the
fireless cooker. Then I could put food in there, meat or anything T

can keep in and just chicken or anything. It just baked, just cooked it
fine. Just put it right in there on that iron, and that got enough heat
in there to cook it.

Q. Can you describe your house?

A. My house?

Q. That you lived with your husband on the farm?

A. Oh, on the farm. Well, we just had, let's see, four rooms. There

was just four rooms to start with. There was two bedrooms, and then I guess
you call it a living room, and then dining room and kitchen was together.
And then my father came down when my youngest son was born while they were
down there. He came down there, and he and my youngest brother Fred built
another room onto the house. It was kind of like an "L'" like this, you
know. They built a room in there, so I had a living room in there. Then
I used this other for a dining room. When I had company I didn't use it
very much because we had to eat in the kitchen most of the time.

Q. Did you have electricity at this time?

A. No, we didn't have any electricity. We never had any electricity.
No, we mever had any electricity when we were living on the farm at all.

Q. What kind of lights did you have then?
A. Well, just had lamps, just lamps.

Q. So you had a hand pump for water?
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A. Well, we had a little-—the cistern was right over here, and then they
had it brought in and pumped water in the kitchen. And had, you know,
what you have in front, where you pumped the water in.

Q. Like a sink?

A, Yes, sink.

Q. How did you take your Saturday night's baths?

A. Well, we always took a bath in the tub. Always got the tub of
water and my children all three a bath in the same water.

Q. So you had to carry the water out when you were done?
A. Yes. Oh, yes. Oh, yes.
Q. Did you have indoor toilets or .

A. Oh, no, we never had any-—after we left the farm, after I had
charge of it, I had them put a toilet in the house there. Then it
just cost so much to keep it going. T told them that if they lived
there they had to keep it up. I wasn't going to pay for anything to
fix up the house. And if they wanted to live in that, they could just
keep it going.

Q. What kind of crops did you raise on the farm?

A. Well, just corn and oh, I don't know. Wheat, they had wheat then
and, I don't think we raised very many beans then.

Q. What did you feed your cows?

A. Well, we fed them silage. We had a big silo up——we had a big

round barn down on the farm. And we had a big silo up in the middle

there. The men would come in and help them to cut the corn, you know,

and put in. That'd make the silage. And I know my kids told us, me
afterwards, I didn't know it at the time. If I had I'd been scared to
death. Because after the silo'd get clear down, you know, would get

about empty, they run across some boards across the top of the silage.

If they'd fall down in there, why, it'd kill them right now. I never

did know they did that. But one day we were talking about it when we

was down there, and they was telling me how they used to do that. (laughs)

Q. That's the way they do though.

A. You know how kids are. They'll do things that you never think they'll
do. But they didn't have anybody to play with. They played by themselves.
They had a goat and she had a kid, this goat did. And so one day they

hitched it up to a little wagon that they had. They just drove that little
kid goat until it died.

Q. Oh.

A. It was too much for it. The old goat was all right but the kid wasn't.
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Q. Did you milk the goat?
A. No, we didn't milk jit. No.
Q. What good is a goat?

A. Well, just to play with, for the kids to play with. They had something
to play with, you know. They used to ride the cows. We had a cow that we
called Elsie. We had a young bull, and John always rode the bull, and
Maynard would ride the cow. (laughs)

Q. How did you farm? Did you have machinery or did you have horses?

A. Oh, they had horses and machines. They had horses. All the farming
was done with horses. One time our barns caught on fire, and it was right
out west of the house. And I was there, Mr. Honey had gone to preach
somewhere. He'd always go on Saturday evening and preached Saturday night
and Sunday morning and Sunday night. And so he'd had gone to Bogota to
preached. And while he was gome, why, I was--we all slept over in the east
part of the house. Well, one night when the moon was shining real bright, .

why I looked out and saw somebody coming up the lane. And I couldn't

imagine who it was. I was kind of scared, you know, being there by myself

because we lived a half a mile from anybody. And so, I got up and walked

in the dining room, and the barn was all on fire. And this man had seen it

and he'd come down there. And he came in and he said, "Is there anything

that I can do to help?" And I said, "Well, maybe you could get some

machinery out of my machinery shed." But on the other side was a second

barn down there. It had all the machinery in it. And he said it was all on

fire too. So it's no use to even try it. And then the round barn caught on

fire, but some men got up there with wet sacks and put it where it burned

up on top, and put it out.

Q. Did you lose any animals?

A. No, everything was out in the field, but we lost all the harness and all
the machinery that we had. They didn't have a halter to put on the horse.
We had built a garage out in front of the house and it was away from the--
our car was in there. But we had a new buggy and Mr. Honey--we'd just
pulled it in that day, buggy in the shed just before he left. He went by
horseback. That was it. He was on horseback. But I think at that time,
why, he was going on the train somewhere to preach. And so we took him in
the car and brought the car back and put it in the shed. But it was away
from the barn, and the wind was in the south. And that over in front of
the house. The house faced the south, but the wind was in the south and
it blowed that way, you see. Because it was out west of the house, the
barn that burned.

Q. Did you rebuild your barns then?

A. Well, not until after we moved away. Then we rebuilt the barns for
the man that lived on the farm. He farmed it.

Q. When you were on the farm, did you have hired hands?
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A. Oh, yes. We always kept a hired hand.
Q. And where did he live?

A. Well, he didn't stay there at night. But I had to feed him all the
time. But he lived just about a mile west of us.

Q. What kind of meals did you serve?

A. Well, T know Mr. Honey was a great hand for breakfast foods. He always
liked shredded wheat. And he ate so much shredded wheat, and so he wasn't
hard to cook for, you know. But the hired hands always like to have meat.
He always liked to have something out, and if he didn't have it, why he'd
growl about it. And so I just cooked regular meals. We had potatoes and
gravy and so on like that.

Q. Did you help much with the outside work?

A. No, T didn't do very much. Only just help him out in the--milk the cows
or something like that. I looked after the garden., I tended the garden.

We raised our beans and all the things that we needed in the garden. Then

I canned beans, of course.

Q. How did you buy food at that time?

A. Well, they had a store down at West Liberty and we always took our cream
down to West Liberty. There was a place there where you could sell your
cream. And they had a nice store there, but then, you know, that store
burned down. And they had a nice restaurant and it burned down. And Mr.
Honey, when he first started preaching, why there was a church right south
of where his folks lived. They didn't have very much people that attended
there at all. It was a Methodist-~Protestant Church. That's what it was,
Methodist-Protestant. And so his first sermon he preached, he preached in
that Methodist-Protestant Church. But he preached the Bible and they didn't
like it. So they told him he couldn't preach there anymore. So we rented a
hall uptown then. There was a hall there had some business houses. We had
this hall up there; we had our services there for a long time. And then it
burned down one night. Some of the men that was in there, they said some of
the men went in there to play cards, and our church burned down then. Burned
up everything we had in there. And later on the store burned and then that
restaurant burned. So there isn't anything left in West Liberty now.
There's a post office. I think they've got a post office there, But it was
a pretty thriving little town at that time when we was down there.

Q. Well, how often did you go to town to buy your food?
A. How often did we go? Well, when we lived on the farm, we could go to
that little store there. They had everything. They just had everything

there that you could buy. And it was only just about two or three miles
from us.

Q. Would you go in a wagon?

A. Yes, we'd go in there. Yes, we go'd in there and go in the buggy or
whatever you was going to do to--I know one time they had lots of apples
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out there in the orchard and so the frost came. Freeze came, you know,

and a lot of them—-when he'd sell his apples, he'd sell them right on the
tree, you know. And then they would pick them. And so there'd be lot of
apples that was left there that was perfectly good, but they didn't want to
take = them and store them, you know. And so one time Mr. Honey got a load
of them, picked up a load of the apples and went down to Olney and sold
apples out. You know, like I could go around to places and sold apples out.
We did most everything we could to make a little money. We didn't have much
then.

Q. Did the First World War affect your life on the farm?

A. Well, no. But I know when he said that he would like to go to the war,
but he couldn't because he had his family he had to look after. He couldn't
go to the war. He used to be in the militia. And he was in the militia for
years and years when he was young and growing up. You know what a militia
is, don't you?

Q. Yes.
A. Well, that's what it was.
Q. Were they active?

A. Well, whenever they were called out. One time they were called out to
go to Carterville, down in the southern part of the state where they were
having trouble down there with the Negroes in the mining part. So they were
called out then. They had to go down there and stay for a while. And that
was when he was in high school. And so he had to go down there with a bunch
of them and he came back. He had to make up all his work, school before he
could graduate.

Q. Did he tell you about his experience with the militia in southern
I1linois?

A. Well, he said one time that a man offered him a cigar. And he said,
"I just thought well if I start smoking, I'll always be smoking and I'm

not going to smoke." And so he wouldn't take it. (laughter) That's one
thing I remember he told me.

Q. Did he talk any about the mines?

A. Well, no. He might have told me something but I don't remember what
it was.

Q. He didn't tell you what the trouble was?

A. Well, it was where they were, something in the coal mines, you know.
It was the Negroes that they were having trouble with. I don't know what
the trouble was, I don't remember it now.

Q. What did the militia do?

A. Well, they were guarding somewhere down there. I don't know what they
were guarding, but they were guarding something to keep them from getting
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into trouble I guess. That's all I know.
Q. Was the militia ever called out again?

A. Not that I know of. I don't know if it was. I feel like I had a hair
on my eye and I can't get it out.

Q. So when the First World War came, it just didn't change anything for
you?

A. VNo, it didn't change anything for us, no.
Q. Did it change it for other people?

A. Well, T don't know. I just really don't know. You see I lived down
in the country and I didn't know much. I didn't have any close neighbors,
and you didn't get a paper every day, and you didn't know what's going on.
And you didn't have a—-well, I had a telephone, too. I had a telephone
that I could call West Liberty and call his folks. Because one time my
little girl, when my husband was working out on a woodpile, he was cutting
some logs, some wood up. I was cleaning a garment and I had some cup with
some gasoline in it. And my little girl was just big enough so she could
reach up and pick it and drank it right now. And I thought she was going
to die. I don't know how she ever got saved. You know those fumes just
took her breath away. So I knew that he had given milk to the sheep with
gasoline to kill the worms something like that. And I said, "Oh, if we
could just get some milk down her." And T was just so upset I couldn't
hardly get the milk, to get her to drink it. And so he said, "Have you
got some castor oil. Just get some castor oil and we'll give her a dose
of castor 0il." We put this castor o0il down her and she threw up and threw
up the gasoline. You could just smell it when it did come up. And then
she begin to get all right. But she just got limber. Just limber. I
never will forget how she looked. And oh my. I don't know what I'd done
if I didn’'t have my girl. She's so good to me. Now.

Q. When you had your children, did you have hospitals then or did you have
them at home?

A. T just had then at home.
Q. Did you have help?

A. T was living with his mother and father, you know. We were living there
when T had--my first two that I had. When my little girl was born, why the
afterbirth grew fast. And we had a doctor from West Liberty. Well, he
wasn't much of a doctor. But anyway, he came out. So I toldhimthat the
afterbirth hadn't come, you know. And I said, "It's just growing fast, I
guess." So he just took it and jerked it out. It's a wonder that I didn't
die. And so then later I had passed that big of place where the blood had
curdled up into a ball and I passed that out. And then I was all right.
That was a miracle. That was a miracle. Wasn't it?

Q. Sure was.
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A. He just jerked that out. But when I had my next boy, I never had any
trouble at all.

Q. Did doctors make housecalls?

A. Well, I guess they did. He made a housecall. He didn't do much else
but make housecalls. He wasn't much of a doctor anyway.

Q. How long did you stay in bed once you had your children?

A. Oh, T got up when my little girl was--Grandma Honey made me stay in
bed for nine days. And I didn't like it. And I got up and walked across
the floor and got some things to change her with. She said, "Oh, my. You
oughtn't to have done that at all." I said, "My goodness, why that didn't
hurt me at all." But I don't remember how long I stayed in bed with my
first boy. I don't know. But I remember that so well. Oh, I don't know
why I'm telling all this to you for. (laughter)

Q. Why?
A. You don't enjoy this do you?
Q. Oh, yes, I do.

A. Well, I wrote a--I've got to take these glasses off and get my hair, that
hair fixed out of there. Can you see it? (getting hair out of Mrs. Honey's
eye) There. That's it. Yes, that's better.

Q. Did your husband vote?

A. Vote?

Q. Yes.

A. Oh sure. He always voted.
Q. Did you?

A. Oh, I did when they got so women could vote, you know. Women couldn't
vote for a long time, you know. They hadn't always voted.

Q. Right.

A. Yes, I always voted. They had a Red Cross down there where we lived.

The Red Cross would collect things, you know. And so I was elected treasurer
of the Red Cross. So I kept track of my money every month. I would fix it
all up and send it up to the paper to be published. After I got through with
my job, I just destroyed the papers. I didn't keep them anymore. Because
I'd sent them up there to the paper so I knew just what--they knew what it
was because they always kept papers there. And so one day a man came down
and he said he wanted my papers where I was treasurer of the Red Cross.

And I said, "I don't have them." And T don't know why I ever destroyed them.
But I said, "If you will go up to the press office, you'll find every one
that I had every month where I sent in a report of what I took in and what

I paid out." And so I guess he did because I never heard from him.
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Q. Were you involved in other organizations?

A. Well, public organizations, no. I always went to the Women's Club but
I never was an officer.

Q. Was your husband active in other organizations?

A. Well, when we lived down in the country, we had a debating society

that we had down there. There was an old church down there. And we cleaned
it all up and had church there. It was between West Liberty and where we
lived. And so we used to have a debating society down there. So we used to
go down there to the debates, and we'd debate on different things, you know.
But as far as him holding an office in any organization, I don't know what
he did.

Q. What were your roads like?

A. Oh, they were terrible. Sometimes they'd be just so bad, he'd have
to take four horses to go over to West Liberty. Hitch four horses to the
wagon before he could take them over to West Liberty to sell their cream.
But later on, why they'd fixed the roads all up and put gravel on the
roads. They've gravel roads down there now.

Q. Well, what would happen if the roads were still bad? Were they ever
graded or did they just stay like that?

A. Well, I don't remember what they did to them. They'd drag them after
they got so they could drag them, you know, and f£ill up the holes that
way. And that's about the only things I remember them doing at all.

Q. Well, how did you get around?

A. Well, I didn't get around. I stayed home. Sometimes I'd go to West
Liberty and go up by train to Newton. If I wanted to do some shopping or
any kind like that, why I'd go up on a train. But otherwise I'd never did
anything.

Q. What would yvou shop for?

A. Oh, whatever we might need, clothes, you know. And material 1 could
buy to sew. I did all my own sewing and I sewed all for my little girl,
too. But she never, when they were growing up, she never thought about
wearing overalls like the boys. Like they do now. You never know which
they're doing. It's so much nicer to have it that way, I think, for
children. But she never did anything like that.

Q. You always kept her in dresses?

A. Oh, ves, kept her in dresses, yes.

Q. Did you sew by hand or did you have a machine?

A. I had a machine. That was one of the first things my husband give me
after I was married was a machine.
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Q. Was this a wedding present?

A. Yes, well, I don't know whether you called it a wedding present. 1T
think it cost twelve dollars. (laughter) The machine cost twelve dollars.
We thought that was a big, nice machine. And I kept that machine until, I
think I had it, until I moved to Palmyra. And I give it to my daughter
then. And she was living on a farm then and when we lived in Palmyra,

why, she was teaching school over at Newton. And so she came over there
to Palmyra then, and she saw this nice farm that this, out there. And she
remarked about it when she came in. "What a nice farm that was. Every-
thing's kept sonice." And there was two bachelors that lived there. And
s0 she married one of them. (laughter) And she lived on that farm all
the time until T moved up here. Then she took my house. They built me a
house. I sold my house in Rochester and then they built me this house in
Palmyra. And it's a lovely place. It's a long built. It had eight rooms.
But doesn't have any basement.

Q. So you had plenty of room?

A. ©Oh, yes. And her farm, she had so much down there. She had eleven
rooms down there. And the man that lives on the farm, why, she just left
her stuff that she had in her living room down there. Some that T had

and some that she had. She put it and furnished his living room for him,
the man that lives on the farm now. They rented their farm when they moved
to town.

Q. You said she taught school at Newton. Did she teach at the same place
that you did?

A. No. They built a new high school. They built a new high school and
when she taught, she went to school at Eureka College. She graduated from
Fureka. When she got home at that time teachers were plentiful. And she
didn't get a school to teach. That's what she studied, you know, to be a
teacher.

And so she worked at the A P Store for a while. And she's got a whole lot
of Indian pennies. Got Indians' heads on them. And she'd saved them there
in the store when they buy them in, why, she exchanged them and saved the
pennies. And then she got a chance to get a country school. So she'd

never taught in a country school. But she had gone to a country school when
she was growing up. She couldn't do long division. And she had to come and
ask her father to help her to study long division. And so one time, she was
driving an old Ford we had out there. It was a Ford that didn't have any
top to it. Just a car, you know. The roads were not very good then. They
kind of had ruts in them. And she got in a rut in the road, and went to

get out, why, she went over the fence. But it didn't hurt her, but it kind
of banged up the Ford.

Q. Did she get to drive again then?

A. Well, it was so that she could drive it after it came out of the ditch.
Got it in the ditch, you see. And then after that, why the pricipal of the
high school moved next door to us. And we got to be good friends with him.
When she went to apply for school-—-she took physical education and English.



Ea

Margaret E. Honey 27

That's what she taught. And so he got her a job there. And so she taught
there until she came over to Palmyra.

Q. When she was a chiid, how did she get back and forth to school?
A. They walked. They walked a mile and a half,

Q. How far?

A. Mile and a half. They had to walk to school.

Q. What did they do for their lunch?

A. They took their lunch with them. And our oldest boy started to school
a year before she did. And he wouldn't eat his lunch at school. He was so
backwards and so bashful. And so when he'd come back home, he'd sit down
on the road, sit right up and eat his lunch. But they walked to school.
And then they, each one got a bicycle. And then they rode to school. Then
after Maynard got big enough to go to school, they all three rode to school
on their bicycles.

Q. Were their bicycles then like they are now?

A. Oh, ves. See that was in 1920. Well, along in 1918 or 1920 or somewhere
along there.

Q. Was this a country school they went to?

A. Oh, yes. It was a country school., And they never had very good
teachers there. Margaret said when she got through high school, she said,
"When I went to college, I just felt like I didn't know anything.' But she
got through all right and graduated at Eureka College where Ronald Reagan
went to school. '

Q. Did the kids have chores, on the farm?

A. Oh, yes. They had to carry in the coal, and little things that they
had to do. Yes, they did have chores all the time. They had to do whatever
we told them to do.

Q. Did they have socials?

A. They never had much before they moved to Newton. They never had much
after that. Well, after we moved up there, why then, of course, they was
in the church there and the young people had socials. They had socials all
the time. One time when we were living in Newton, why, Mr. Honey just
preached there half time. Then he had to go out to another place to preach
half time. And so he went out and he was holding a meeting out there where
he preached. And when he came back, Margaret had the measles, and Maynard
had broke his arm cranking the car, and John had hurt his leg playing foot-
ball. When he got home, the doctor was coming out of the house, and he
wanted to know what happened there. He saw that we had to have the doctor
because Margaret had the measles at that time. Somebody had had the
measles at school and all the kids that hadn't had them took them about

the same time.
















































































































