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John P. Moore, March 7 and 28, 1974, Bradfordton, I l l inois .  
Mary Ann Dizlon, Interviewer. 

Q. How old did you say you are? 

A. I lrn 84 years old, and I w a s  born here. 

Q. Oh, you were born i n  t h i s  house? 

A. Yes. 
1 

Q. Oh, were you? Yes, he's 84 too, and he thought you might be older 
than that. 

A. No, I ' m  84 and I was born In 1890. Now, this Moore estate  here, the 
old home place, is down across the road over here. 

Q. Oh, I saw the house. 

A. Yes. Now, ray wandfather, he died before I can remember. But I 
would say t h i s  house--I've got a s i s t e r  older than me up at Atwood, I l l inois ,  
she i s  87--so t h i s  house i s  r i @ t  at ninety years old. That is, a l l  but 
these two room; we put them two room on later. 

Q. &,I see. 

A. Yes. Yes. Now, I 've been married since 1916. I 've got four children, 
two girls and two boys, and they're all m i e d .  Yes. I've got . . . let's 
see, two, four, s i x  pandchildren and one peat-grandson. 

Q. Well, tha t ' s  really something. Did your parents l ive  i n  t h i s  house then? 

A. Yes, nly father and mother. My mother died in 1942. My father died, I 
w a n t  t o  t e l l  you that ,  rqq father died when I was just barely s i x  years old. 
Yes. And mther inherited 58 acres here off of the Moore estate .  I liked 
t o  work when I was young and now I own 354 acres. 

Q. That ' s  really something. Were you the only child? 

A. No. I never w&t t o  college. I never had more than about a seventh 
grade education. 

Q. Oh, you didnl t? So you1 ve been farming all your l i f e ,  then? 

I Henry Midden, a nei@bor. [~d. ] 
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A. Famdng a l l  l i f e ,  yes. No, I never went t o  college or  hi& school. 
Well you see, as I to ld  you, father died when I was six,  you know, and 
I real ly had t o  make a imn when I was thir teen years old. I had t o  miss 
school on and off,  and when I went back it was hard t o  catch up and s tuff .  
So I really quit school, I guess, when I was fourteen yems old, o r   so^- 
thing l i ke  that, quit  altogether. 

Q. Do you remmber when your father died? What was wrong with h i m ?  

A. Oh yes. Yes. Pneumonia. 

Q. Oh. So then, how did your mther  take care of the farm? 

A. Well, she just done it. She hired a rm. 

Q. Did you have livestock? 

A. Oh yes, we had hogs, c a t t l e  and chickens, and we f m d  w l t h  horses, 
you know, up until--well, I was the last one t o  give up on horses around 
here. I bought f'irst t rac tor  in--let's see, what? . . . I guess i n  

2 9 4 3  or 1944. 

Q. How mmy horses did you have? 

A. Oh, we worked as high as--finally, when I got t o  renting land and buying 
SOE land, we had as hi@ as eight and ten horses. I got ten stalls in the 
barn down there. Yes. We got two four-horse team out of the ei&t horses, 
and then we had a nice driving m e  for  yems. 

Q. D i d  you have a buggy? 

A. Oh yes. I don't know how many b m e s  I WOE out. Yes. 

Q. Where did you buy your buggies? 

A. Springfield. I don't know i f  there w a s  any m u f a c t m r s  here i n  Spring- 
f ield.  One Sunday a bunch of us went up t o  Peoria and looked a t  some buggies. 
The agent out of Springfield took us up there, don't you see. 

Q. How did you get up there? 

A .  On the train. 

Q. How much did a buggy cost? 

A. Oh, a l l  the way fkom $80 t o  $130. Rubber tires, now. 

Q. Did you have a surrey? 

A .  Yes, father had a surrey when he died; He had a nice surrey and he 
had a s e t  of d r ivhg  harness. Driving harness was  different than work har- 
ness; they had an iron ham that came down over the col lar .  There were som 
work harnesses i n  the sam style,  but mst of the work hayness had high hams. 
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You know, they stuck up above the collar.  I 've got an old se t  of Briston 
hamess yet, i n  the barn?, with brass  knobs on it. 

Q. Oh yes, those are really nice. D i d  you train your horses? 

A. Did I t ra in  them? Oh, we broke horses. Yes, we raised some horses. 
I ~ a i s e d  a mule here one tirne and then I bought a m t e  t o  her, and when 
they got t o  be three year olds, we broke them and worked them. And the 
same way with the horses, one o f t h e  best team I ever owned I raised. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever raise sheep? 

A. Yes, we had sheep up un t i l  l a s t  year. Last year, I t r i ed  t o  buy som 
sheep and they was pretty hi@, so my neighbor dawn north here had a big 
bunch and he was short of wass and I told him, ' W e l l ,  bring up some." 
So he b m w t  up twelve one Sunday evening and turned them out here and 
a l l  at once, one night--it happened i n  a mggy, wet ni@t--w wife woke 
me up and said, "The dogs are barking down there." So I got up and got 
the gun, but I couldn't see a thing. You !mow, they had chewed them sheep. 
They'd kil led one and they'd chewed three others so we had t o  kill them, 
and then he had t o  take them how. And I haven't had any since, but I 
love sheep around here on account of they eat the weeds, don't you see. 

I had a few cat t le  last year. I've got about s i x  acres of grass around 
the house here, see. My wife don't want the corn right out there, don't 
you see, and I had four ca t t l e  l as t  year. In fact,  I bought three ca t t l e  
yesterday. Yes. So I 1 l l h a v e  some cat t le ,  and I m y  try a few sheep again, 
I m y  t ry  it. There's a dog l a w ,  you know. I f  you get a sheep killed, 
they '11 pay you so much; but a f te r  the dogs get in a bunch of sheep and m 
them and excite them, the sheep never does no good. A sheep w i l l  give up, 
don't you see. 

Q. Did you used t o  have that problem when you raised them? 

A. Yes, we've always had a dog l a w .  But now, right over here on the east 
side of w famn there's a new subdivision, and down on the north side of 
my farm, here, there's a new subdivision. And I don't how how lllany dogs 
is down there, but the dogs get in a bunch now, l ike s ix  and eight, and they 
roam the country. And that was what happened here, don't you see. Yes. I 
think  gal^ we ' 11 have t o  quit ralsing sheep on account of the dogs, 
because I don't think wecan raise them unless we go t o  the barns and pen them 
up every night, put them where the dogs can't get a t  them; and that ' s- a big 
job, t o  put them up every night. 

Q. You liked raising sheep, then. 

A. Oh, I like sheep around on account of the sheep l ikes weeds better  than 
it does p a s s ,  and they keep the pastures clean. Now last year, a f te r  the 
sheep was gone, I had t o  go up there with a scythe and cut some of them--what 
I cal l  muletails and stuff-out of the pasture there. There wasn't mny, but 
there was just enough it didn't look nice, don't you see. 

Q. What did your farm look l ike when you were about ten years old? 
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A. What did it look l ike? Well, t h i s  particular piece of ground throu@ 
here looked just  l ike  it is now. There havmtt  been too much changes i n  
the r o w  part of the country. Now, we got a farm down no&h here called 
Hamy Gardnerls farm. That's what the township was named af ter ,  his grand- 
father. The fellow that  owns it l ives  down in  Salem, I l l inois ,  and he just  
gets up here two or  three tires a year. And he's got three patches of ever- 
greens tha t  are growing down there now. I think that  mybe he s e l l s  a few 
around Christms or something l ike  tha t .  

Now, where t h i s  new subdivision is over here, that  used t o  be pretty brushy, 
but now they got a big pond over there and they're bulldozing out that  brush 
and stuf'f. They're r e a l l y  wing t o  town on this subdivision over here. 

Q. Did you have a smkehoise? 

A. Yes, we had a smkehouse. Fmry  year there was butchering time, you 
know. There used t o  be a bunch of us that--like w uncle [Uncle Henry 
Moore], John Klor, the Layl@eims, the Rourkes and rrlyself--why, every one 
of us butchered In the wintertime. U e  I ' d  butcher, say, Monday. Well, 
lraybe a week f M m  Monday, rrg uncle would butcher, don't you know, and then 
John Klor would butcher, and then Lmgheim would butcher, and weld try t o  
get it a l l  in before the weather got warm, don't you see. We put that  meat 
up i n  the smkehouse and brine it. 

Q. How did you do that? 

A. Well, we had barrels,  wooden barrels,  and we'd f i l l  it half fill of water 
and put just plain s a l t  i n  there un t i l  i t ' d  bounce an egg; put a hen egg In 
there and when the hen em would come t o  the top, she was strong e n o m  t o  
preserve your mat. We'd leave that  in there, I forget, I think it was about 
s i x  weeks. 

Q. What kind of meat, beef? 

A. No, not beef, pork. Then we took that  meat out and hung it up on the 
rafters and smoked it un t i l  it got b m .  

Q. What ldnd of f i r e  did you use? 

A. Well, we could use any kind, but we preferred apple wood. Most people 
wanted hickory. You've heard of hickory. Yes. I liked apple wood. We 
smoked that  un t i l  It got brown, then we'd take it down and put it i n  cloth 
sacks and t i e  it up here, you know, and hang it on the raf ters  there. And 
when they wanted a ham, theyld g p  out there and get one of the sacks. Well 
let me t e l l  you something. You know, your side meat-now, you buy your bacon-- 
you know what I seen bacon s e l l  for  in the slab? Three cents a pound, and 
you had t o  hmt  a buyer. 

Q. Oh, i sn ' t  that  m z i n g !  

A. You had t o  h m t  a buyer. Nobody wanted that  bacon. Nobody wanted that  
bacon. In fact,  we used t o  put as much as we could in  the lard, i n  the render 
lard. Nm there's a another thing; you never heard of rendering lard, did you? 
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Q. I ve heard of it, but I don1 t know how you do it. How do you do it ? 

A. We took the same ke t t l e  that  we heated the water i n  t o  scald the hogs 
and cleaned it out r i @ t  good. Piat w a s  always my job, t o  render lard. 
We'd have a regular lard-cutting in  the house, you know. There would be 
a half dozen around there cutting them big pieces up, you bow; we'd cut 
them in, chunks, oh, about an inch square. And we'd put that  i n  that ke t t l e  
and pretty soon the grease would start acomhg out, you know, and pretty 
soon she'd start abaillng in there and (laughter) there was a c r i t i c a l  
point there. !There was a very c r i t i c a l  point. It could boi l  over i f  you 
weren't caref'ul. Oh, the foam sometimes would get tha t  high. And I always 
f i red  up. Most people pulled the f i r e  when they done that; I always f i r ed  
up. I ' d  fire it up and get that  foam t o  go down; and then, when the crack- 
lins got so you could hit  them with your paddle l ike  that  and they ra t t led ,  
they was ready t o  take out of there and we'd put it in a lard press. 

Q. About how long does tha t  take? 

A. Oh, that  took an how or  so, mybe an hour and a half .  Yes. We'd put 
it i n  the lard press, you know, and the lard press was the s m  thing as 
the sausage stuffer .  We'd put it i n  the lard  press and put them cracklins 
i n  a sack and put them d m  i n  tha t  l i t t l e  channel, you know. And then a 
thing would come around here and the l i d  squeezed down and you'd screw that  
down ( l a w t e r )  there and you'd see the grease corn out here, you know, 
it had a f'unnel off there, you how. And weld squeeze that  jus t  as t ight  
as  pretty near we could. I know one of our hired ~n broke a plate one time 
for  us; he squeezed too h a ~ d .  And tha t ' s  the way we rendered our lard. Yes. 

And the same way stuffing sausage. We used the s a  thing t o  stuff the 
sausage. S o ~ t i m s ,  most of the time, if you could get the ent ra i l s  t o  
s tuf f  it in, we ld s tuff  the ent ra i l s  . If we couldn't, why, the women 
would rrake sacks. Oh, the sack, I guess, was about that  big around when 
they got done, and we Id put it in them sacks. But what I wouldn't give 
for a good mess of that sausag now! 

Q. Did you mike the sausage? 

A. Mix it you mean? Yes, i n  a t u b .  After it was a l l  gromd, you'd put 
it in a tub and then they'd put salt in there and pepper, sage, and they'd 
rrilx it up and just  stir it up l ike  you was awashhg your hands i n  there. 
Then we'd put it in th i s  thing and squeeze it down. It would come out in 
ei ther  the ent ra i l s  or  the sacks. 

Q. What part  of a hog do you use t o  make sausage? 

A. That w a s  the offals  of a l l  the trirmning. Now, like the shoulder, now 
a hog has a shoulder and a side and a ham. And when you quarf;ered it up 
l ike  that ,  there was a l o t  of fat on each one, you know, and we'd take our 
M f e  and go around, you know how nice a h b  is-you've bo@t ham, you 
bow--well, when they cut that  off, there's a square. We'd take this fat 
off here, don't you see, and cut tha t  up into lard. That w a s  what made the 
lard. That was it. 

Q. Did you use the head? 
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A. Well, the jowl. We put a good b i t  of the jowl i n  the lard  and i n  
the sausage. Oh yes, we'd take the jowl--we'd chop the head a l l  up, 
you know--and the lean mat that  stayed on the jowl, that  was real ly 
nice when you boiled that .  Yes. We used t o  butcher here. God, I ' d  
l ike  t o  go through one more t r i p  of it ! 

Q. Yes, that  would be nice. I ' d  l ike  t o  see sonzebody do tha t .  

A. You would? Yes, it was nice, you how.  We'd generally have those 
hogs a l l  on a pole, t r y  to.  Say  we'd k i l l  s i x  and they'd all be srm a 
pole--what I man by a pole i s  . . . (looks for pencil) I w a s  trying 
t o  f%~d s o ~ t h i n g  here . . . (finds pencil) We.!ll just say, now, tha t ' s  
the pole. We had st icks i n  the p n d  like t h i s  (interlaces fingers),  
d m l t  you see, and l a i d  the pole up here, see? And it was pretty t o  see 
s i x  hogs hanging on tha t ,  laying on the scaffold there. 

Q. Did you have t o  start r e a l l y  early in the m o r n ,  then? 

A. Oh yes, we ' d have them f'ires agoing before daylight s o m e t k s .  (laughter) 
Yes. 

Q. Did you pickle h o p 1  feet? 

A. Yes, yes, pickled hogs1 feet .  

Q. How did you go about tha t?  

A. Well, t o  t e l l  the t m t h  about it, I don't know much about how t o  pickle 
ho@;s ' feet .  That was kind of up t o  the womn. 

Q. I see. So that  would be an all-day job, wouldnl t i t ?  

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Did you ever butcher any beef? 

A. No, I never did help butcher a beef. I bought a quarter of a beef here 
a while back, bo@t it down a t  Joe S i l i sk ie l s ,  tha t ' s  Y&T [Packing Company] 
I believe they c a l l  that .  

Q. What about sheep? Did you ever butcher a sheep? 

A. No. No, never did. 

Q. Well, how long did that meat last that  you had hanging in the smkehouxe? 

A. Well, of course it would make us run fPom one season t o  the next. 

Q. Did i t ?  So it would l a s t  a whole yew? 

A. Yes. Yes, when t h a t  was smked and put In that  sack, why, it was preserved 
then, yes. Pie Eason the sack was around there was t o  keep the l i t t l e  bugs 
out, the l i t t l e  black hue, those l i t t l e  black bugs. 

- 
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Q. How did you keep other kinds of m a t ?  Like how did you keep chickens 
or whatever else you . . . 
A. Well, I don't think b e f o ~  we had the deep f'reeze thht we ever t r i ed  
t o  keep any chfckens. No. 

Q. Did your wife can the things out of the garden, the vegetables out of 
the garden? 

A. You rkan try t o  preserve them and keep them? 

Q, Yes. 

A. Well, we used t o  always keep sweet potatoes, yes, and potatoes--we 
had potatoes the year round. We kept them i n  the basement, i n  the cel lar ,  
yes. 

Q. You didn't have a cave? 

A. No, we didn't have a cave because we had a basement. A cave was real ly 
bet ter  fo r  potatoes because it was cooler, and the same way with apples. 
We used t o  keep apples in the basement, yes. But after we got the furnace 
here, our basement got too hot fo r  it. Yes. It got too hot for  it. 

Q. What about rdlk? How did you keep milk cool? 

A. In  the basement. And some people kept it i n  the well. Yes. They had 
a l i t t l e  box beside the pmp. We had one out there, a l i t t l e  box beside the 
pwnp--a l i t t l e  funnel l ike  tha t ,  don't you see--a l i t t l e  square box. And we 
had a string t i ed  t o  the cream can and we'd lower tha t  i n  the w e l l ,  every day. 

Q. Oh, I see. That would keep it real ly cool. 

A. Why sure, yes. 

Q. How rrmy cows did you m i l k ?  

A. Well, we milked as high as  f ive and s ix  here, and that  was about as 
many as we ever milked. 

Q. Tell me about fanning with horses. I don't know anything about that .  
Sounds awfilly hard. Did you plow in the sprin&im OF did you plow i n  the 
f a l l ?  

A. Pretty near a l l  spring plowing with the horses. Yes. 

Q. How many bottom plow did you have? 

A. (laughter) Well, my father had a sulky plow before he died, but I 
never used it. That was a one-bottom plow you could ride. When I star%& 
t o  plowing, I was starting with a two-horse walking plow. 

Q. That's a l o t  of walking. 
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A. A l l  walking. Yes. When I was a boy there was only two discs  in this  
country; uncle had one and a fellow named Milford had a disc.  We would 
generally t r y  t o  work our mound up with a hwmw after we plowed it, w i t h  
a harrow. 

Q. Oh, I see. So you had t o  walk with the harrow too, didn't  you? 

A. Well, yes, walk, o r  you could r ide  a harrow. Yes. You could r ide  a 
harrow. 

Q . So then, after you harrowed it, then what? Then you could plant ? 

A. Then you could plant it. 

Q. Well, how did you go about planting i t ?  

A. Planting i t ?  Well, there  was corn planters when I was a boy, there 
was corn planters.  Yes. There was already corn planters with wire. You 
how, the f i r s t  corn planter  tha t  I guess corn in this country, they had 
t o  have a boy who sat on there and jerked. 

Q. Oh, t o  l e t  the  seeds out. 

A. Yes, and then they got the wire t o  do them the same job, you know. 
There w a s  a fork that the w i r e  went through and it tripped it, don't you 
see. Yes. 

Q. Is that what you used? 

A. Yes, we had a wire when I was a boy. Well, our planter  had a wire. 

Q. So then you didn't have t o  do anything u n t i l  it came up and then you 
had t o  cul t ivate  i t ?  

A ,  Well, we generally would r o l l  it and harrow it, then cul t ivate .  Yes. 
Cultivate it three times. In  them days, they all checked corn, w h a t  they 
c a l l  checked corn was [planted] with the wire, and you could plow it both 
ways. Yes. You'd plow both ways. 

Q. What kind of cul t ivator  did you have? 

A. A walking cultivator.  

Q. How many horses did you use t o  do tha t?  

A. Jus t  two horses f o r  the walking cul t ivator .  

Q. Two horses. Now, dld you plant oats? 

A. Yes, oats and there was wheat raised. People raised wheat here when I 
was a boy. Yes. But they didn't r a i se  no soybeans. You how, soybeans 
didn't  corn in until--oh, I don't know how long that would be back . . . 
along in the 19201s, I guess. 
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Q. Md you start rais ing soybeans then? 

A. No. No, I newer raised any soybeans u n t i l  . . . along about 1930. Yes. 

Q. Well, then you used a thresher t o  thresh the wheat and the oats? 

A. Yes, but first of a l l  they h d  what they called a self-binder. I 
used t o  run a binder over a l o t  of gmund; I used t o  cut fo r  my neighbors. 
It was pulled with four horses and it was a l l  the way from s ix  t o  eight 
feet  cut; eight-foot binders would cut quite a b i t  of pa in  in a day. 
You've never seen a bfnder work, huh? 

Q. No. 

A. Well, there was a sickle here that  cut it off and there was a reel 
that  knocked it back, see. And there was canvas tha t  elevated it up here, 
and it went against a triger over there, and when you got so much on 
there, it tripped and needles come around with a piece of twine and t i e d  
it. That was what they called the self-binder. 

Q. Well, it t i e d  it in to  bundles? 

A. It t ied  it in to  bundles. Then there was a bundle car r ier  on the r ight  
side, and when you got about four bundles on, why, you could t r i p  it with 
your foot, see. That way you could keep a windrow, and the shockers--the 
shockers would corn behind you--could core t o  that  windrow and s e t  up the 
shock which was about-all the way from ten  t o  fourteen or  f i f teen.  . . . 
Q. Now, this i s  for  corn? 

A. No, t h i s  i s  oats o r  wheat. 

Q. Oh, I didn't know they ever put those in shocks. 

A. Oh yes! 

Q. Well, what would they do with it a f t e r  that? 

A. Well, it stayed there until you got ready t o  thresh, and here come 
the man with the steam threshing machine. He pulled on your place and 
you got your neighbors all  i n  there with your rack wagons and two or  
three box wagons t o  haul the wheat to the elevator o r  the oats t o  the 
g~anary, and you threshed. And the women cooked the meals f o r  that whole 
bunch that day. Yes. Yes. 

Q. Well, that sounds l ike  fun. 

A. (laughter) Yes, up u n t i l  I would say ff fteen years ago, i f  you ever 
&ove t o  St.  Louis, there was some of the most beautiful shockers, wheat 
shockers, down in that country. They just  made a shock l ike  it gmwed 
there. I used t o  always love t o  go through there t o  see them shocks-. Yes. 
Now, the m s h  people s t i l l  thresh yet,  up around Arthur. mey still thresh. 
You ought t o  go up there some time. 
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Q. Yes, tha t  would be interest ing t o  see. 

A. In  July o r  sometime. I'd say the l a s t  of July. Yes. 

Q. But then, what about the straw that's lef't over. What did yo1 
with that? 

A. That straw? We made a straw stack out of it, what they cal l  a straw 
stack. And before they had the separator, when I was first in the harvest 
f ie lds ,  it just  had a thing that elevated the straw out. It moved back 
and f w t h  l ike  this, and you generally had two men up there, taking care 
of that s t r a w ,  stacking it. But when they got the old blower, you didn't 
have t o  have your men up there. It would just  blow that straw wherever 
they wanted it ,  don't you see. Yes. 

Q. Then did you feed tha t  t o  c a t t l e  or  anything? 

A. Yes, t o  a certain extent, yes. 

Q. Used it for  bedding and tms. 

A. Yes. Yes. 

Q. Did you feed mostly corn t o  your livestock? 

A. Horses and ca t t l e  and hogs. 

Q. And oats? 

A. Yes, oats was great mule feed. 

Q. Did you prefer horses t o  mules? Would you Father work with horses 
than mules? 

A. Well, yes. Yes, I would rather work with a good team of horses. I 
had a man worked f o r  me f o r  two or three years. He come up here from 
PEssouri and he loved the mules. He had a saying. He said, "Damn a l i t t l e  
mule o r  a big horse." He wanted a big mule and a medim-sized horse. Well, 
that was his saying. Yes. He wanted a big mule; a big mule i s  more good- 
natured than a l i t t l e  one. A l i t t l e  mule was tricky, don't you see. Yes. 
That was one of hls sayings. (laughter) "Dang a l i t t l e  mule and a big horse." 

Q. Where did you go t o  do your shopping? 

A. In Springfield. Well, back i n  the olden days--you know these l i t t l e  
burgs l ike  Bradfordton up here? We had the post off ice up here i n  Brad- 
fordton. And you could buy 1710st anything there: sugar, tobacco, mittens, 
or  shirts or  stuff l ike  that .  Yes. You didn't  have t o  go t a  Springfield, 
but most people went t o  Springf'idd. 

Q. How long &Id it take t o  get there i n  a home and b-? 

A. Oh, about an hour. It 's about f ive miles fYom here. Yes. Yes. 
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Q. You didn't  have t o  buy very much though, did you? Didnlt you raise 
mst everything you needed? 

A. We raised our own potatoes, we raised our own meat, we had our own 
eggs, we had our own 1-d . . . and potaboes as I said, you know. Yes, 
weld s t i l l1  have t o  buy sugar and f lour  and coffee. 

Q. How often did you go? 

A. About once a week. 

Q. Did your wife always go? Did your wife go t o  town with you? 

A. Well, of course, when I gpt married--see, I w a s  m i e d  i n  1916--I 
bought an autormbile that  year. Yes. Yes, I bought an automobile i n  
1916. So we could ran t o  town when we got ready, don lt you see. 

Q. Do you remember the race r i o t  tha t  they had i n  Springfield? (phone 
rings ) 

A. Race track? Was that our phone? Excuse me. Yes sir, I remember 
tha t  race track, and they've s t i l l  got a race track i n  Springfield. I 
how who bu i l t  it. 

Q. Oh, I see. (tape stopped and s ta r ted)  

A. Youlre ta lking about t h i s  race t rack here i n  Springfield. I was out 
t o  the races there one time and I went around on the other s ide of the 
track, straight across f r o m  the grandstand. I knew a fellow named Denny 
Gaines and we we= s i t t i n g  there ta lking and som fellow come along and 
he satd,  "They say this i s  one of the f a s t e s t  tracks in  the whole country 
It 's b u i l t  on tha t  slope, you bow. Yes. ?Inis fellow I was with, Denny 
Gaines, spoke up and sald,  "Yes, I built t h i s  track. 'l He did too, with 
horses! Yes, sir! 

Q. What year was that?  

A. I can't  t e l l  you, but it was when they b u i l t  tha t  track they got r ight  
there now. 

Q. Do you re~mber the Depression? 

Q. (laughter) 
. - 

A. Well, Ill1 

record this. 

remember the Depression! 

How did tha t  a f fec t  you? 

t e l l  you . . . it was tough. (laughter) I wish you wouldnl t 

Q. You don1 t want me t o  record i t ?  Okay. (tape stopped and s ta r ted)  
There were two banks i n  Springfield tha t  closed, weren't there? 

A. No. No, Ridgely Farmers was the only one. 
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Q. The Marine Bank kept open? 

A. The other banks kept open, yes. The reason a l l  the banks was aclosing 
was everybody was running i n  and drawing t he i r  money out. 

Q. Yes, they didn't have any money. 

A. I didn't have much money i n  the Ridgely Farmers Bank; just before 
the bank closed, I was i n  St.  Louis and I bought a truckload of ca t t l e  
and I wrote a check on the Mdgely Farmers Bank. A fellow got a book 
down there and looked in the book. I thought he was checking on me; 
he was checking on that bank, don't you see. But the check went through, 
the check went through. 

Q. Well, you were real ly lucky, then. 

A. I was lucky, yes. 

Q. You sure were. How did they get ca t t l e  up here %om St.  Louis? 

Q. My, that  mst have taken a long time. 

A. No. No, i t 's . . . i t 's  one hundred f ive miles about from Springfield 
i n  t o  the stockyards i n  St.  h u i s .  

Q. Btat the roads were very bad then, weren't they? 

A. Well, back in 1932 they had a hard road coming through there. 

Q. Oh, they did? I dldnlt  real ize that .  

A. Yes. Yes, they had a hard road corning through in to  St. Louis then. 

Q. Oh, so then it was a f t e r  Roosevelt got i n  in  1932 that  they . . . 
A. Yes, ' i t  was in 1932 that  he was elected and put i n  the moratoriwn on 
the banks and things begm t o  level  off then, don't you see. Everybody 
was getting t he i r  money, taking it out of the-you couldnlt buy anything, 
you know. There was people--if they had mney, but they wouldnlt loan you 
nothing. 

Q. So it was hard for  farmers, too wasn't it? 

A. Oh, tha t  was an awf'ul thing! Awfu l  thing! And a l o t  of stock corpanies 
and everything went broke, don't you know. Yes. 

Q. Do you remmber the r i o t  that  they had in Springfield i n  1908? 

A. - .Yes, I remember the r i o t .  

Q. What do you remember about that? 
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A. Well, not too much. My mother was uptown that day and she come home 
and said, "They ' re  having a r i o t  up i n  Springfield. It a in l  t rea l ly  safe 
t o  be up there." Yes. Yes, they cleaned out a l o t  of them niggershacks, 
you know, and they rea l ly  didn't do things too good, ei ther ,  don't you 
how. The reason they had that r i o t ,  I think . . . some nigger had com- 
mitted a crime and they had him i n  the j a i l .  They was going t o  make a 
ra id  on the jail and a man named Loper-ran a restaurant here i n  Springfield-- 
and he had an autombile. They got him t o  take the niggey away from Springfield. 
Xhey j u s t  smaSk& -Lopeyls restaurant al l  t o  pieces! The mob, don't you see, 
that started the r i o t  up there. Yes. Yes. Yes, tha t  s t m e d  the r i o t .  

I was uptown a few days a f t e r  the r i o t  and I was talking t o  our blacksmLth 
who used t o  o m  the blacksmith shop here, and here come a poor colored 
fellow down the s t ree t ,  hjm and h i s  wife and l i t t l e  child, and they was 
camyhg a p ic twe  about a s  big as  a television place there. I guess 
they got cleaned out, don't you see. 

Q. Yes, tha t ' s  t e r r ib le ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes, it was. Yes. 

Q. So you had a blacksmith here i n  Bradfordton? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, did he do a l l  your work? 

A. Yes, he done a l l  our horseshoeing and plow-sharpening and a l l  that  s tuf f .  

Q. That's what I wondered. What other kinds of things did the blacksmith 
do? Other than horseshoeing? 

A. Oh, we've had two or three blacksmiths here in Bradfordton. They could 
f i x  a wooden wheel, make spokes or  felloes; they were handy a t  tha t .  Yes. 
And they could weld iron and stuff  like that .  Set wagon t i r e s  when the t i r e s  
would get loose, you know, and would dry out. They could d r a w  them tires 
back up t ight  on them wheels. Yes. Yes. 

Q. Md you have a t inra i th?  

A. No, no, no. But some of them blacksmiths was pret ty near a s  good as 
a tinsmith. I had a ten-gauge shotgun and I broke the stock. The black- 
smith got a piece of copper and put it mound that stock and pressed tha t  
together and glued it and pinned that down there and that  stock was just  
as stout as it ever was. 

Q. Did you go hunting? 

A. Oh yes, I still go. 

Q. Oh, do you? What do you hunt for? 

A. Well, I ' m  about trying t o  walk out now. (leaves the room and brings 
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back a picture) This happened f ive  years ago. Dom i n  Cairo, I l l ino i s .  

Q. My goodness! They're geese, huh? 

A. They're geese. 

Q. They're rea l ly  nice, aren't  they? Where are you? Ws is  you. 

A. These two fellows here are dead, these t w o  fellows. 

Q. Are they? What was his name? 

A. P h i l  f h y - s o n .  !This i s  Herbie Slayton. This i s  Ivan Hartfield--he ' s 
still alive. He just los t  his wife a week ago. 

Q. Those are nice f a t  geese, aren't they? 

A. Oh yes, each one of us had two apiece. 

Q. Did your wife cook them for  you? 

A. No, (laughter.) she hates wild m e .  Wild geese, though, as a rule,  
unless you know how t o  cook them, they're not good. You have t o  know how 
t o  cook them. You know, they l ive  on p e e n  stuff as a rule,  yes. 

Q. Well, what did you do with them? 

A. Well, I give my two away, that  time. 

Q. Oh you did? What e lse  do you hunt? 

A. Well, as a rule I was a duck hunter. But tha t ' s  about played out, too. 

Q. There's not very many ducks around here, are there? 

A. No. (laughter) I went once l a s t  year down t o  Beardstown, never got 
a shot. Never got a shot. Back on the old place that twenty of us used 
t o  own, oh, t h i r t y  some years ago, I-hezped M11 ninety ducks--twTlce on 
the lake I was on. And I never got a shot this last year. There wasn't 
a duck come in ,  yes. 

Q. I wonder why. 

A. Well, they claim they wasn't i n  the bottom t h i s  year. This fellow tha t  
l ives in Beardstown took us out. He said there was less  ducks i n  the bottom 
t h i s  year than there ever was. 

Q. Did you ever go fox hunting? 

r: During review of the memoir, Mr. Moore i n a c a t e d  that M r .  JXwtfield 
had died since the tim of the interview. [Ed.] 
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A. Oh, yes, yes. 

Q. Why did people kil l  foxes then? 

A. Why did they ldll them? Well, the reason they k i l l ed  foxes is f o r  
the fur.  A fox, they t e l l  me--I didn't get any t h i s  year; i n  fact ,  I 
newer t r i e d  u n t i l  way l a t e .  I got a couple of young fYiends i n  town 
wanted me t o  catch them som foxes here three yews ago and I caught 
them-I c a w t  them t k e e  right out east  of the bam here--but an old 
trapper to ld  me this y e w  tha t  a good fox was wovSth $35. They're worth 
catching, don't you see. 

Q. Yes, I didn't know tha t .  Do you have a trapper fk,iend a~ound here? 

A. Yes. 

A. Homer Dodd. 

Q. Oh, where does he l ive?  

A. In Springfield someplace. He's a painter.  He t raps I n  the winter4An-e. 
He's a professional. 

Q. Is he? Well, I ' d  l i ke  t o  talk t o  him sometime. 

A. Well, you jus t  hunt h i m  up i n  the telephone book. Homer Dodd. 

Q. Homer Dodd. Yes, 1'11 do tha t .  How old is he? 

A. Oh, he's in his fifties. 

Q. Did you ever do any trapping? 

A. Oh yes! 

Q. How drj you @- about tha t?  

A. Well, it Jus t  depends on w h a t  you're t r a p p h g  for.  If you're trapping 
f o r  mink, you want t o  hunt up t i l e s ,  where the t i l e  goes out. If you're 
trapping f o r  foxes, you want t o  try t o  get out where they cross from one 
timber t o  another-like fYom the r ive r  down here t o  the crick--and make 
you a se t .  I generally made a s e t  out of threshed bean straw. Take a 
mound up--somthing about tha t  high, you know, and se t  my t raps,  three t raps 
on each side. After you catch tha t  first fox there,  you're good f o r  qui te  
a few. 

Q. Oh really? How do you know tha t?  

A. Well, they leave the scent there,  don't you see. Yes, yes, you're good 
for  qui te  a few. 
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Q. DXd you t r ap  rabbits and things l i k e  that?  

A. Well, when I was a kid I used t o  catch rabbits,  you how, i n  these 
box t raps.  That was mostly f o r  fun. I n  fact ,  I made rny. l i t t le  grandsons 
a box t r a p  this last fall .  They l i v e  right straight  eas t  he=, three- 
quarters of a mile on the eas t  s ide of o w  place. I made a t r ap  and took 
it over there,  and they s e t  it but they never caught a rabb i t .  I jus t  
wanted t o  show them how it worked. They got qui te  a kick out of it. It 's  
got a l i t t l e  door on it, you how, and then there 's  a s t i ck  over the top 
and then there ' s  a plunger down here. You bore a hole down here and when 
they hit tha t  plunger, it h o c k s  the door hold down, see. And they'd s t i c k  
a s t i ck  up in there and Nt tha t  plunger and watch that door close down 
there.  Yes, yes. 

Q. Did you ever ea t  rabbit? 

A. Oh yes, yes. I haven't had a rabbi t  though f o r  a long time. After 
tha t  disease got in them here a few years ago, why, I jus t  qu i t .  But I 
think they're a l l  r ight  now. 

Q. What about quail? 

A. Quail? They're beautiful eating, yes. ?Inat's one of my favorites,  
tha t  and a mllard duck i s  my . . . 
Q. Does your wife cook those? 

A. Yes. Her favorite,  though, i s  a pheasant. 

Q. Yes, t h a t ' s  good. Do you get those very often? 

A. Well, I didn't  k i l l  any last f a l l .  I generally k i l l  a few pheasants. 

Q. There jus t  aren ' t  very m n y  of those things around here anyrimre. 

A. Well, now we had qui te  a few pheasants here this year. 

Q. Oh, did you? 

A. Yes, we had qui te  a few pheasants. 

Q. What about deer? 

A. Deer? There's a good many deer north of here. I never t r i e d  t o  k i l l  
a deer. No, I never t r i e d  t o  k f l l  a deer. I jus t  don't l i k e  the idea of 
being off i n  those woods when there 's  a whole bunch of fellows out there 
shooting. I would go on a deer h m t  where you went on a stand and where 
they're drivilng. They do tha t  down south, down i n  some of them counties 
down there. But t o  go down through the brush here . . . 
Q. What about fishing? Are you a f i s h e m ?  

A. No, I'm no fisherman. 
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Q. You're not? How far away is the r iver? 

A. Right straight north here. It's a mile and a half.  

Q. Oh, I didn't real ize it was so close. Does your property run near 
the river? 

A. No, property runs . . . a half a mile here and then it jumps on 
that  side of the yoad and it runs another q w e r  of a mile and then it 
jmq~s back on that  side of the road. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. Tell  me, what i s  it that you want t o  t a lk  about. 

A. Well, do you want t o  t a l k  about planting corn? 

Q. That's fine, tha t ' s  f'ine. 

A. Well, you how i n  the olden days we plowed the ground with the horses, 
you know, and harrowed it. 1 made that  statement that  the^ was only two 
discs i n  the country when I was a boy. We'd harrow and drag and get a 
seedbed. 

Q. You did a l l  this i n  the spring, right? 

A. Well, yes, we always t r i ed  t o  plant corn around the first of May. The 
10th of May was really the day that  a l o t  of them s tmted.  

Q. How did they pick the 10th of May? 

A. &cause the p u n d  was warm. The white man asked the Indian when It 
was time t o  plant corn and he says, "1'11 t e l l  you i n  a minute," and he 
sa t  down on the ground t o  see i f  the pound was warm enough. You understand? 
Yes, they s t i l l  go by that .  They use a gauge now. We don't; we just use 
our own judgmnt on it. We planted with a corn planter, a two-horse corn 
planter, and we checked the corn on a wire, see. 

Q. What does that  man? 

A. Well, instead of drill. We drill now 
the corn each way. 

. We checked so you could plow 

Q. Oh, you b a n  so you could plow it l ike  east and west and north and south. 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  r ight ,  yes. And a mod checker could get pretty near as 
good a row crossways as his rows was the longways. 

Q. How did they accomplish that? 

A. How did they do that? Well, they had a w f ~ ,  r o l l  the wire out through 
the f ie ld ,  and they had a stake on that  end and a stake on this end. 
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Q. From one end of the fleld t o  the other? 

A. The wire, yes. S o r ~ t ~ s  we had half-a-mile rows; the wire was 
half a mile long. And there was a fork on the corn planter and t h e ~ e  
was: buttons on th i s  wire, see. Every time the fork would corn t o  a 
button, it would click, click, click. That l e t  the corn out. In 
the olden t-s--I jerked already clear across the end. The olden 
times when they didn't have any wire, they had a fellow s i t t i ng  on 
there ajerking the lever. Yes. But the people don't check corn no 
more. They drill it. They dm' t  use no wires, you h o w ,  they just 
d r i l l  throw$ the f ie ld  and plow it one way. In fact ,  som people 
don't plow corn anymre; they t rus t  t o  luck t h r o w  the weed k i l l e r .  

Q. Well, why did you want t o  check it? 

A. Well, the reason you wanted t o  check it was so we could plow cross- 
ways  t o  get the weeds both ways. Instead of going one way a l l  the tim, 
we went crossways. 

Q. Oh, and that gets m r e  weeds. 

A. Yes, for the centers out here. See, I planted three foot four 
[inches]. Most of them planted three foot s ix  at that time. 

Q. What does tha t  man? 

A. That means the wire tripped the corm every three foot four. My 
planter was se t  for three foot four. 

Q. You man three feet four inches? 

A. Yes. Now, some of them's got it down t o  33 Fnches. We plant 36 
on Wayne's outfit now. Yes, he's got an ei@t-row planter now. 

Q. Quite a difference. (laughter) 

A. Yes, (laugzlter) q d t e  a difference, I'll say! 

Q. Well, so what kind of seed corn did you use? 

A. Well, i n  the olden days we pretty near would use o w  own. We'd start 
with a p o d  brand l ike Yellow Dent or krming or B i g  Star, and the white 
corn was--what white corn I found--was Boone County White. It comes *om 
Iowa. 

Q. And you got it i n  Iowa? 

A. No, b o m t  it here off a dealer. And we plowed our corn at least  
three tires: first the way we planted it and then across and then what 
we called laid it by. 

Q. Wt's that mean? 
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A. That means throwing the dirt t o  it. And a lo t  of tims we'd cross 
it twice i f  we had plenty of tire. 

(section of tape not transcribed) 

Q. What's the difference between yellow corn and white corn? Why 
would anybody choose one over the other? 

A. Well, people used t o  think that on thin land that the white corn 
done better.  Now, there's a d e m d  for white corn r i@t  now, but 
people ain't araising it. 

A. Well, because the mjor i ty  of the people raises yellow corn. And 
if youvd pull In here at the elevator with a tmckload of white corn, 
then you'd have t o  wait till a l l  the yellow corn was out of the p i t  
before you could dwnp in the sam way. That ' s the reason that they 
don't raise it, yes. 

Q. Okay ,  so now you've @t it in the ground and you cultivated it. 

A. O f  course, the corn we planted the 10th of May, a lo t  of times we'd 
r o l l  the pound af'ter the corn was planted and harrow, and then we'd 
aim for Decoration Day. If your corn was big enough t o  plow by Decoration 
Day ,  you was lucky, yes. Generally about the first week i n  June. 

Q. How rrany rows could you cultivate a t  one t im? 

A. Cultivate? Just one row! Just one row with the horse-pulled. That 
is, the cultivators I had. 'They did have a two-row cultivator i n  qy time. 
They pulled that with three horses, yes. That was the b i g e s t  horse-dram 
cultivator. 

Q. Well, that would take you a long t im t o  cultivate. 

A. Oh yes, ten acres was a big day's work! Generally i f  the weather was 
w m ,  i f  you cultivated f if teen acres a day with two team, you were getting 
pretty good. 

Q. You man you'd change team? 

A. No, no. I man two m n  out there. Seven and a half acres apiece. 
Yes, ten acres was a big day. Yes. I f  wevd s t r ike  a c o o l t i r ~  so we 
could keep agoing. These horses would suffer in this hot weather, you 
know. Yes, things have changed a whole lo t .  W son's got that eight- 
row planter &id an eight-row cultivator, yes. 

Q. You said you rolled it a f te r  you planted it. That's before if '  cam up? 

A. Well, yes, especially i f  the wound was a l i t t l e  cloddy. 

Q. What's that man? 
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A. You've seen clods, haven't you? 

Q. Oh, yes. 

A. Yes, i f  we'd @;et a nice shower of ra in  af'ter we planted and them 
clods would start t o  ~ l l o w ,  we'd take and r o l l  that  and then follow 
with a harrow, and then . . . 
Q. Oh, while the p u n d  was kind of danrp? 

A. No, no, we wanted it dry when we worked it, wanted it dry when we 
worked it. That's the worst thing you can do with ground is work it 
wet, yes, yes. 

Q. Is your land t i l ed?  

A. Tiled? Yes, mlam. 

Q. Is it? You t i l e d  it then, haven't you? 

A. No, mst of t h i s  t i l e  was in. I put in several strings. I w a s  
talking t o  a t i l e r  t h i s  morning. He was supposed t o  corn here l a s t  
f a l l  and put i n  about--well, pretty close t o  a qu&er of a rrdle. 
But he never got here and he to ld  m t h i s  mrning, he said, "I've 
got you on list. I'll be down some of these days." And I said, 
"1' d rather you do that  i n  the fall. " You know, i f  you t i l e  now, 
you mess everything up, don't you see. So we kind of agreed that  
we'd wait till fall. That t i l e  is very valuable. You know, we've 
got t o  watch it. A l o t  of these t i l e s  empty out on sornebody else and 
we've got t o  watch the outlets.  When the water corn throu&, they 
cut . . . one, two, three--they cut three of t i l e s ,  but they fixed 
them, a l l  but one. W of them, we had t o  dig it up last f a l l  and re- 
clean it, yes. And the telephone company, you know the underground wire? 
We got t o  watch that .  Tile, you know. I don't know what it would cost 
you an acre t o  t i l e  a farm now. I bet you it would cost you anyhow a 
hundred dollars an acre t o  t i l e  a f m .  

Q. It's very expensive, i sn ' t  it? But i t 's  well worth it. You've got 
t o  have it. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then af'ter you picked your corn, how did you store i t ?  D i d  you just 
have corncribs? 

A. Yes. M1, mstly rail. 

Q. M l  corncribs, I see. D i d  you build them? 

A. Yes, we bui l t  them as we scooped the corn into them. l'$ uncle over 
here had ten in  a row one time, rail cribs.  That was a pretty sight.  
You know, they 're ten foot long, the rails is as a rule.  And he had ten  
in a r o w .  That was beautiful. But l a t e r  on, I bu i l t  sore p e m e n t  com- 
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cribs, dantt  you see. Slats,  board slats, yes. This rd1 business, 
every year you have t o  build over, don't you see. 

Q. Why? What happens t o  them? 

A. To the r a i l s ?  Well, you have t o  take the mils down pretty near 
t o  scaop the corn out of the ccrib. 

Q. Oh, I see. ( l a w t e r )  So by the tinae the corn's gone, the cr ib 's  
gone. 

A. Yes, yes. Well, you how, we t r i ed  t o  run these rail cribs nine 
and ten foot high. Well, i f  w e  had bu i l t  one ten foot hi&, we would 
have had t o  scaop corn ten  foot hi@. If you built it t o  start on J u s t  
four foot hi*, you had easy scooping, don't you see. (laughter) 

Q. So then you bu i l t  the corncribs. 

A. I bu i l t  a Morton crib out here. Oh, I guess i t 's  been over fray 
years ago and i t ' s  s t i l l  i n  good shape. 

Q. Is i t ?  What kind of wood i s  i t ?  

A. It i sn ' t  wood; i t 's  mtal, a metal crib. Morton. Yes. But i t ' s  
se t t ing  ewty  now because we she l l  the corn i n  the f i e l d  and take it 
and store it a t  the elevator. 

Q. Did you used t o  clean any of your grain? 

A. Well, not t o  amount taAanything. We'd fan seed oats once in a while 
and clover seed, something l ike  that ,  yes. We'd always fan our seed wheat 
and seLl it, but as a rule,  we'd take that t o  where there was a pretty 
good outfit, you know, l ike  Stone up here or  Richling. My neighbor down 
hem had a fan m i l l  and I fanned there several tws, yes. 

Q. Did you rotate  your crops? 

A. Rotate? Oh yes, yes. 

Q. How do you do tht? 

A. Well, you how before the f e r t i l i z e r  corn in, we used t o  ra ise  red 
clover and we raised red clover and timothy. Timothy w a s  for  the horse 
feed and red clover was mostly for  the ca t t l e  and sheep and s tu f f .  But 
the red clover bu i l t  the so i l ,  yes. That's the only s o i l  building we 
had, was our legwne that  we  raised and what we got fkorn the barn lbf't, 
yes. Now they put it on, you know, with them applicators, yes. I don't 
know, Wayne's got a 150 acre spread already [during] that l i t t l e  dry 
spell ,  and he's been out since. That's going t o  cost Like everything 
th i s  year. 

Q. Yes, te r r ib le .  It's going t o  be m o r e  expensive this year than l a s t .  

A. It's going t o  cost; I think they said two hundred dollars. 
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Q. Okay,  so with the red clover, you would grow it and turn it over, 
plow it under? 

A. Well no. A s  a mile, we'd always take off  the first crop and i f  
there w a s  seed, a l o t  of times we'd hu l l  the second crop. But some 
people did turn under both crops, yes. I 've twned under both crops 
already. It's quite a s o i l  builder, yes;yes. 

Q. So then the only fe&il izer  you had w a s  that  and m u r e .  

A. That's rigfit. That's rigj-it. And plowing under cornstalks, yes. 
Plowing under cornstalks. Back i n  them days i f  you could ra ise  f i f t y  
bushels of corn you was a good corn raiser .  Sixty was ppod, a w f i l  
good! A l o t  of corn went back t o  forty. 

Q. What does your son ra ise  now? 

A. Well, we've got up t o  a hundred and f i f t y ,  hi*. We generally raise 
around, oh, between 130 and 140. But now your f e r t i l i z e r  ain't going t o  
do a l l  that;  you've ,pt t o  have a ra in  at the ri&t time. Your f e r t i l i z e r  
a in ' t  going t o  do a l l  that ,  no. And tha t ' s  the sam way back i n  the horse 
days. We had t o  have our ra in  at the ri&t time, yes. 

Q. Well now, how did you go about rotat ing your crops? 

A. Well, take a piece of pund tha t  w a s  i n  corn t h i s  yew. We'd generally 
put it in oats next year. And then from oats t o  wheat, and sow legme i n  
the wheat, red clover i n  the wheat. That's the way we rotated. 

Q. Ch, I see. And the next year it would be corn again. 

A. Well, a f t e r  the clover, it would always be corn, yes, yes. 

Q. So it would go about four years, every four years .  

A. Yes, fMm corn t o  oats t o  wheat t o  clover. Yes. 

Q. You didn't m i s e  beans, did you? 

A. No, not i n  early days, we didn't raise beans. No, no. 

Q. Well, what about your buildings now? Did you build your b m ?  

A. I was seventeen yems old when we bu i l t  tha t  barn. I hauled the lurher, 
the f r m ~  parts, f M m  the sawmill down i n  Richard's Bottom. Tney cut the 
t rees  down and sawed it. 

Q. Where I s  that? 

A. Where's that  at? You've hemd of Koke Ell, haven't you? 

Q. Yes. 
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A. Well, you go up fhe h i l l  and you know the h i l l  kind of leads off 
tha t  way a f t e r  you go on up past Koke Kll.  Well, the old m i l l  used 
t o  be riat on the crick, r i@t  at the foot of the h i l l .  There w a s  
a gate that  we went in and a pasture there and down throu& the woods 
there and there was a b ig  tinber down i n  the bottom there. They cut 
that  off and had the sawmill there. 

Q. I see. Do you how what kind of wood it is? 

A. Well, the fhi-ne, the sills and everything i s  oak. And there's 
sane ash h it. The siding is pine. It come fYom the lwnberyard in  
here. The sheeting-the sheeting i s  the stuff you na i l  the shingles 
to,  you how--it s ash and that kind of wood, yes. 

Q. So it has a part for  the cows. How m y  stanchions did you have 
for  ca t t le?  

A. How rrany stanchions for  the cows? Well, the cow barn was bu i l t  
l a t e r  on the east side. We had ten s t a l l s  for  horses. W a y  back, we 
never had any stanchions for  cows, way back. We had what they call 
the straw shed. 

A. ( l a w t e r )  Well, we'd s e t  poles i n  the pound and put tirrJ3ers across 
here and then thresh on tha t ,  thresh on tha t .  That was the beautif'ulest 
w m  place you ever seen in there, but we generally got so much weight, 
before long you was mashing it down, don't you see. 

Q. By threshing on tha t ,  you mean you'd t h m  a l l  the straw on it. 

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. So tha t ' s  where you milked the cows. 

A. And that's where we used t o  milk the cow. 

Q. Did you just  t i e  them ug in there or  somthing? 

A. No, no, that  was bu i l t  on the ground, just  l ike  your garage. 

Q. I man, how did you get the cows t o  stay i n  there? Did you just t i e  
them up? 

A. (laughter) No, they generally stood pretty well for  us. Oh, once 
in a while you'd get a wfld one you had t o  put i n  the barn, yes. Then 
l a t e r  on 1 bui l t  that  l i t t l e  cow barn on the east side of the barn, put 
stanchions in it. A s  I to ld  you the other clay, we never milked too -mmy 
cows, you lmow, flve or s ix,  somthing l ike  that ,  because we never had 
the TO& land here t o  p a z e  them. 

Q. Before you built the barn, did you d r a w  a plan of how you were going 
t o  build it? 
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A. Well, yes . We had quite a t h  . The old barn w a s  standing there. 
My mother went in one day t o  the lmberyard and she didn't have the plans 
drawn, you understand, and she didn't  get any place. So this fellow had 
t h i s  sawmill over here, that  was Mort E n e m ,  and he drawed the plans 
of the barn and he said, llItll saw you out the fime t h a t ' l l  mke it ." 
And he did. 

&. That was p e a t .  That was a big  help. 

A. Yes it was, yes. 

Q. So then you bu i l t  the barn. In your f i r s t  barn, what did it have 
in it? Did it have places fo r  horses i n  it? 

A. Oh yes. 

Q. And sheep? Did it have places fo r  sheep? 

A. No, not the flrst one. It was just a horse barn. It was kind of a 
place bo store hay and the barn connected. See, there was a kind of a 
hay barn and then there was a row of s t a l l s  north of it there and a hall-  
way in there so you could put the hay ln the hallway f r o m  up i n  the l o f t  
and then put it i n  the mangers. 

Q. Did you have cats  i n  there? 

A. C h  yes, yes. Them cats,  yes. 

Q. What about chickens? 

A. Always had chickens, always had chickens. 

Q. Chickens l ike  t o  be i n  the barn, don't they? 

A. Well, yes, yes. We used t o  l e t  the chickens run, you know, never put 
them up. Finally we got too rmny foxes i n  the country; we had t o  put them 
up a t  night, yes. I used t o  fee l  sorry fo r  som of them chickens, you how, 
they wouldnlt . . . in zero weather, you'd have t o  go m u n d  and get them 
out of the t rees  and b r h g  them in .  They ' d sit h. them trees.  They was 
used t o  roosting there in  the s u m n e r t ~ ,  don't you see. 

Q. Tneytre not too s m r t ,  are they? (laughter) 

A. No. ( l a m t e r )  I got somthing I want t o  talk t o  you about. 

Q. Okay,  go ahead and t e l l  IDS what you wanted t o  t a lk  about. 

A. Well . . . you how the San@;amon River is just about a mile and a half 
straight north here, and there was a fording place there, Rowlts Ford. 
They had a ferry there and when the riwr was too hi@ t o  ford, they'd 
use the ferry. !They had a ferry that  was big  enough for  a team and a wagon, 
and it mul on a cable. It was a big  cahle across the river. And you could 
put your team and wagon on there and go across the r ive r  there. 
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Q. Was there somebody there t o  mu? the ferry then? 

A. No, you mu? the ferry yourself. So one day a bunch of us boys 
wanted t o  go rabbit hunting across the river over there and the ferry 
was on the other side. So I got up on that  cable and I pulled wself 
plwrJ3 across that r iver  and got the ferry and bm&t it back. 

Q. (laughter) That was quite a t r i p ,  wasn't i t ?  

A. (laughter) Yes, it was .  I s l i d  across that. . . . That was quite 
a l i t t le  distance there, but I real ly went across on tha t  cable and got 
that  ferny. 

Q. Well, that  was nice t o  have that  ferry, wasn't i t ?  Who paid for  it? 
who put it there? 

A. Who paid fo r  it? I think the township put that  up. 

Q. CPI I see. So now is  there a bridge there i n  that  place? 

A. No, no. FFnally that  cable busted and the ferry went down with the 
hi& water and that  was the end of the ferry down here. 

Q. But that  w a s  real ly f'un for  boys, wasn't it? 

A. (laughter) Yes, yes. 

Q. That must have been a nice place t o  play. 

A. Well, we wanted t o  go rabbit hunting over i n  the bottom over there 
and the ferry was on the other side, so I said t o  the boys, "I believe 
I can go across on that  cable. And I did and got the ferry, yes. Now 
you want t o  t a lk  about grain storage, I guess, or  have we talked yet any 
on tha t?  

Q. No, we haven't. 

A. Well, we don't store here on the farm anymore, t o  w w a y  of thinking. 
I sbore sore beans here, but all the corn goes right out of the combine 
t o  the elevator and t k y  dry it and then fhey store it. Ch, rry son has 
talked about putt- up storage, but he has been so busy at harvest time, 
he said he can't be in two places at once. He's ought t o  be on the combine 
and he ought t o  be where the storage is, so he hasn't b u i l t  anything. 

Q. How did you used t o  do i t ?  

A. Like I told you, in them rail cribs,  you know. 

Q. Yes, tha t ' s  the corn, but what about the wheat? 

A. Well, we had one wheat granary here, one wheat granary. We did keep 
wheat once Ln a while, but generally we'd haul our wheat r i @ t  t o  the 
elevator. 
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Q. C& you did. And w h a t  about oats? 

A. Well, we generally kept a l l  the oats tha t  we had mom for,  yes, 
because at harvest time oats were g e n e d l y  awm uheap, yes, and 
we'd generally fill the g%m.ries. We had two oats granaries and 
we ' d fill them, yes. 

Q. Oats keep a l l  r ight ,  don't they? They get moldy, don't they? 

A. Well, not i f  they're put i n  there dry, they don't. They've got t o  
be dry when they're put i n  there, otherwise they ' l l  heat, yes, yes. 
Wheat is  worse thah mything. You got t o  have wheat dry, yes. 

Q. Now what about fences? Did you build your awn fences? 

A. The other day I for@ t o  mention tha t .  Back in the horse days, 
you h o w ,  we had t o  have a pasture for  these horses t o  run and we 
had t o  have a fence p l d  mund there. In the winterth-e, when we'd 
get done shucking corn by hand, we had a good s ta lk  field and we'd 
have t o  have a fence pl& around that  s ta lk  f ie ld .  Now you can drive 
p l d  across place here and drive ri@t out on the road. There's 
no fence. 

Q. You fenced those so that you would have a good s ta lk  f ield? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  r i@t .  

Q. You mean cornstalks? Why did you have t o  fence cornstalks? 

A. Why, we turned the ca t t l e  out there t o  eat  them! Yes, tha t  was 
quite a feed saver, that  stalk f le ld .  

Q. How long did they stay out there? 

A. Well, i f  we got done shucking around ~ s g i ~ r g ,  why, we 'd leave 
them out there till the f i s t  of Febrmary, yes. A s  soon as it be@ t o  
get muddy, why, we didn't want t o  tromp the ground, don't you see? Yes, 
yes. 

Q. So what kind of fences did you build? 

A. Well, them was mostly barbed wire. There was quite a b i t  of hedge 
fence on t h i s  place when I was a boy, but we got rid of it. I've still  
got a hedge down on tha t  north forty, big hedge. We was talking about 
pushing it out t h i s  fall, but we didn't get at it. My son bought a forty 
r i @t  next t o  it. 

Q. I wish people wouldn't cut down a l l  the hedges. They look nice, and 
they're also a good place fo r  b i rds .  

A. That's tmze. They're a windbreak, too. 

Q. Ply father 's completa&y cut down a l l  of his hedges, too; so they're 
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aren't  any anymore. That's what makes the country look so strange, 
you see. 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  right.  

Q. We don't have the hedges anymore. 

A. It seems l i ke  there 's  a certain bunch of builders that  l ike  t o  get 
on t M s  rough ground. 

Q. Well, people l ike  t o  have hilly-you know, with t rees  and things . . . 
A. Yes, yes. They're talking about biinging water up t h i s  road now. 

Q. Oh  are they? You have a well, don't you? Do you have a spring around 
here? 

A. We have a spring i n  that forty acres - of pasture down there. 

Q. Oh do you? That's nice.  Is it a good spfing? 

A. I t ' s  a good spring. I 've seen it dry I think once. You can just 
go down there now and see the water coming out of the bank, yes. 

Q. Yes, tha t ' s  good water. So did you ever s p l i t  r a i l s ?  

A. No. 

(section of tape not transcribed) 

Q. You never mde those stake and r ider  fences? 

A. I never made the rails. I put up a l o t  of fence. 

Q. O f  those kind? Oh, have you? That's w h a t  you used before you had 
barbed wire? 

A. Well, a rs3l fence fo r  mund the feed lo t  o r  something l ike  that  
was nice. k t  as far as putting a ra i l  fence out going a mile and a 
half, look a t  the rails you would have t o  have there. You got t o  have 
it about s ix  rails high and then when the stake and r ider  comes in-- 
herets  what a stake and r ider  is. (interlaces fingers) There, see? 
And then you lay  your rail i n  there, don't you see? 

Q. Yes, so tha t  would be a l o t  of stakes, wouldn't it? 

A. Oh, a lo t  of ralls, yes. 

Q. Well, w h a t  did you use then way back? 

A. Barbed wire and woven wire, where you wanted t o  keep ca t t l e  next t o  
the corn f i e l d  or  something l ike  that .  Especially hogs, you had t o  have 
a woven wire fence or  a board fence o r  a r a l  fence for  hogs, yes. 
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Q. Did you ra ise  m y  hogs? 

A. Oh, not too many, no. 

Q. You mostly just  raised grain, didn't you? 

A. Yes. I used t o  put up a l o t  of hay. 

Q. Md you s e l l  hay? 

A. Oh yes! I sold hay t o  the mines. 

Q. To the mines! You mean the coal mines? 

A. Coal mines. 

Q. What did they use hay for? 

A. They had mules t o  pu l l  the cars down below. I rea l ly  furnished this 
Spring Creek m e  down here with a l l  the hay they fed. 

Q. What kind of prices? Do you remember the prices you got f o r  i t ?  

A. Yes . . . I think the highest I ever sold hay w a s  t h i r t y  dollars a 
ton. But generally the price would run between f i f teen  and twenty, twenty 
dol lms a ton o r  a cent a pound. Twenty hundred i s  a ton, don't you see? 
Yes. 

Q. What's the lowest you ever sold it for? 

A. I don't how. During that Depression, I don't think . . . I don't 
reraewber real ly what it was. But it must have been cheap because every- 
thing else was cheap, you know, and corn was down as low as  ten  cents. 

Q. Corn was? Ten cehts? 

A. Ten cents a bushel. 

Q .  D i d  you sell it at that? 

A. Well . . . I f i l l e d  my cribs and I had, I think, between s i x  and 
seven hundred bushel I hauled t o  the elevator. And when I f ina l ly  set t led,  
I got f o m e e n  cents f o r  it, fourteen cents a bushel. I had a young rn 
work fo r  me tha t  s m e r  and he shucked corn for me that  fall ,  and he 
shucked 3200 bushels for  $32.00, a cent a bushel. 

Q. A cent a bushel! Wow! That's t e r r ib le .  Did he l ive  here? 

A. Oh yes, he stayed here with us, yes. We bomded him. 

Q. So he didn't have any expenses. 

A. He didn't have no expenses. Well, yes he did because he WOE out a pa i r  
of mittens every day. Yes, you can wew out a pair of mittens every day and 
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they'd cost you. Well, years ago you used t o  buy them f o r  a nickel a 
pair.  Now they're a dollar  a palr! Yes, yes. 

Q. So can you t e l l  me other things about the Depressilon? Like, what 
about food? Did your eating habits change at a l l ?  Well, you didn't 
buy very much food, did you? 

A. Well, back in  the D e p ~ s s i o n  days, the only thing tha t  kept us agoing, 
you know, we had our coal o i l  l igh t s  and our coal stoves or  wood stoves, 
and we had our own meat, we had our own eggs, and we had our own milk. 
We didn't  have t o  buy too much, only the flour and the sugar and the coffee 
and stuff l i k e  tha t .  But the times was b d ,  don't think they wasn't hard. 

Q. So the worst thing that the farmers had dwing the Depression was the 
fact  that t h e i r  goods tha t  they had t o  s e l l  were so low. They didn't have 
very much-. income. 

A. (laughtey-) No, l ike  I to ld  you, fourteen cents a bushel. 

Q. Yes, so you didn't  have very much income. 

A. NO, no, fourteen cents a bushel. Why . . . I sold hogs as  low as  two- 
'and-a-qmer cents a pound. Yes, two-and-aquarter cent s a pound. 

Q. So then it would be hard for  you t o  ra ise  the mney t o  buy seed, and 
t o  buy any hogs o r  ca t t l e  that  you needed t o  buy. 

A. I'll say it was hard. Of course, yes, I bought c a t t l e  during that time. 
hihen things got Just  a l i t t l e  bet ter ,  me and neighbor was i n  St. b u i s  
and we bought a truckload of c a t t l e  and we @te cut thew-what they c a l l  
gate cut them, the first eight that  walks out i s  yo& o r  the other fellow's 
And we give three cents a pound f o r  them in St .  Louis, yes, three cents a 
pound. 

Q. Do you m m b e r  what you sold them for? 

A. I think I got a nickel f o r  some of them, f ive cents a pound, yes. 

Q. So do you think you made any mney? 

A. Well, of course they grew on the p a s s  and I didn't  feed them too much 
grain . . . oh, I don't know, i t ' s  jmt hard t o  go back and think about a l l  
them times, especially i f  you was in a bark tha t  closed. We was, you know. 

Q. Yes, that rmst have been really bad. Well, you know it seems t o  me 
that it would be moE d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the c i t y  people because they had t o  
buy their food. A t  least you had your food, and you had food f o r  yow 
arlimls. 

A. It was, it was. You know, the St .  John's Hospital . . . they had what 
they call a bread l ine.  I 've seen tha t  l ine  up t o  the hospital, yes. They 
fed. They had what they c a l l  a bread l ine.  They'd feed these people tha t  
didn t have anything t o  eat . 
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Q. So farmers had it pret ty good i n  that  respect. 

A. Yes, 1'11 say. They had somthirg t o  eat  anyhow. But you know, i f  
anybody had any mrt ;ms that they had t o  meet and stuff l ike  that ,  tha t  
was pretty near impossible. 

Q. Did a l o t  of people lose t h e i r  farms, then? 

A. Well not r ight  around here, but there was people that  los t  t h e i r  
famns. And then the worst part of it, a l o t  of these stock things 
folded up. That hurt a l o t  of old people that  had money loaned t o  
them, yes. Oh, tha t  Depression. . . . I joined a duck club-I l ike  t o  
hunt--in 1925, and when the Depression come on--I think I mentioned 
t h i s  t o  you the other day-one fellow's wife was sick and she was i n  
bad shape and he had loaned. . . . Well, before I got i n  the club, they'd 
bought 160 acres of land down there with a good lake on i t ,  It was a 
good buy; they gave sixteen thousand dollars for it, a hundred dollars 
an acre. And they figured on se l l ing  enough shares t o  pay f o r  tha t ,  but 
they didn't. And this fellow here had loaned the club a thousand dollars 
and he wanted t o  get it back. Well, they elected me president of the 
club r ight  a t  a c r i t i c a l  time, and I and the secretary went t o  the bank 
and you know that  that  bank wouldn't loan a thousand dollars  on that  whole 
405 acres. 

9. Why? Because they didn't  have the rimney? 

A. They said it was a swamp, don' t you see. There w a s  105 acres of 
farmhg land though. k t  I'm trying t o  get across t o  you, tha t ' s  how 
t ight  things was. 

Q. So what dild you do? 

A. Well, we held several meetings and f ina l ly  a fellow there in Springfield 
tha t  was i n  the insurance business come t o  our rescue. That's the way we 
pulled through the thing. I could go in to  de ta i l s  about him, but I won't. 
But you wouldn't think, you know . . . that a thing that  they'd give sixteen 
thousand dollars for, for  160 awes  out. of the 405, and then when the De- 
pression comes that the bank wouldn't loan one thousand dollars on the whole 
405 acres. Now that's how t ight  things got! 

Q. Well, what did people do when they had t h e i r  mortgages t o  m e t  and they 
didn't have the mney? What did they do? 

A. They just  had t o  twn over what they had mortgaged. 

9. Then they'd lose t h e i r  land? It must have been real ly t e r r ib le .  Idhat 
was it you wamted t o  t a lk  t o  m about? You said you wanted t o  t a lk  t o  me 
about something else.  

A. Well l e t ' s  see . . . Well, I got here about Rowlfs Ford and the fence 
and the grain storage and the water si tuat ion and the changing of . . . 
Q. Oh, I wanted t o  ask you, did you find any pictures? 
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A. You know I forgot t o  ask my wife when she l e f t  whether she kept 
them things. I might take a peek. I seen a picture here i n  the l a s t  
couple of y e u s  where I was on a binder, driving the binder before I 
had the horses and mules, and I don't know whether we have tha t  picture 
or  whether my niece has it. 

They're thinking about bringing the water up this  mad here and . . . 
oh, t h a t ' s  a great thing, but a t  age, I don't know. I signed up t o  
tgke it t o  start on and they went the other road, see, and they gave us 
back our money. But then, it seemed l ike  where the water is going, people 
want t o  buy t o  build, don't you see. Like over here, at t h i s  here place 
over here that they're building now and this rough land of Gwdnerts down 
there, that  would increase that, don't you see. 

Q. Why would you want t o  get water? 

A. Well, of course water is the &n thing, you how. If the well ever 
goes dry, you have t o  haul water, don't you see. 

Q. Has it ever gone dry? 

A. Oh yes. One year I hauled a tank of water every day fo r  the ca t t le .  
I had t o  go t o  Springfield t o  get it. Yes, yes. 

Q. Have you had t o  do that la tely? 

A. No, no, tha t  was just  one time i n  my whole l i f e  that I had t o  haul 
water. 

Q. You must have a pretty good well, then. So you think you do want the 
water t o  come up here? 

A. Well, I would take it, yes, but I 've  got two cis terns and two w e l l s  
and for  me and my wife, we don't rea l ly  need it now, don't you see. But 
for  the good of the country, you know, we signed up fo r  it so they can get , 
started, don't you see. And then they went the other way. Now, they've 
come i n  down here along this rough land down north here, t M s  Gardner land 
and the Melchoir land, and got a subdivision down there. Then they want t o  
go on up this mad here and connect that t o  the main up here so i f  anything 
happens wrong over there, they can pwnp water mund back over there. So, 
I think they're going t o  cow anyhow. 

But then, i t ' s  a great thing and then there 's  a drawback, too. Now, I 
was talking t o  the fellow that  was on the . . . water bomd here last f a l l .  
He said that  the head of the tax board here i n  tam said, "Where the water 
goes we ought t o  increase them taxes." Well, t h i s  fellow that  w a s  on the 
water board said, "Not necessmily. '' Just use rry place, fo r  instance. 
I've got a mile of road over here and i f  I want t o  use that water I ' d  have 
t o  go threequar ters  of a mile across the f i e l d  t o  get it. So tha t  i s n ' t  
beneficial. 


