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Preface 

TZlis mmuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Shirley Marshall for the Oral History Office in Novaher of 1980. Shirley 
Marshall transcribed and edited the transcript. &, Nucbls r e v i e d  the 
transcript. 

Ray (M) Nuchols has lived in Auburnmst of his life. This tape is an 
accclunt: of his recollections and perceptions of the grawth and history of 
Aubum. This interview w s  conducted in his ham vhich is across frm 
the a g e d  country Club. 

Shirley Mshall i s  public librarian in Auburn and is beginning a 
collection of Oral History of Aubum to be bused in the Auburn Public 
Wbr ary . 
Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the intervi-r, narrator arrd 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
W e n t :  in such historical sources. Sangamn State Lhiversity is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the nremoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any rww, electronic or mchanical, 
witbut permission in writing fsan the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State Lhiversity , Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Wld Nuckols, November 1980, Auburn, Illinois. 

Shirley Marshall, Interviewr . 

Q: Can you tell me d w n  and where you were born, Ray? 

A: Glasguw, Kmtucky. 

Q: 01 what date? 

, A: February 16, 1903. 

Q: Can yau tell mt s-thing about your parents? 

A: They =re farmers my folks wre, and they lived in Glasguw and m e d  
a farm. In 1916 we w e d  to Auburn, but prior to that e moved £ran 
Glasgcw to Taylorville. We lived over there, I guess, three years, then 
caw down here. 

h t  nationality was your father? 

Scotch-Irish on both sides. 

Did you remuher his parents on your dad's side? 

& yes. 

Did they cane over fran the old cauntry? 

No, they c e  from Pennsylvania. 

And huw did they cane, by covered wagon? 

I d d  ass- that wuld  be the only way they could get there. They 
did settle there and stayed there a l l  their life. 

Q: They m e  farmews also? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you ramhew your grandnother very wll?  

A: kll, yes. 

Q: F.hat was she like? 
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A: She was a hard mrking wmn, I r&r that. She had t o  be out: of 
necessity, because there wre eleven kids in the fdly. 

Q: Ycrur father was one of eleven children? 

A: Right, I reamber the kitchen. It m s  a huge roan, and there m s  a 
haemde table in the dining roan and hckzlemade chairs. When they all got 
around the table, it wm a ad, you know w i t h  that many kids and al l .  
But FJhen dinner wis mr, or any meal for that fact, the dishes =re 
taken off the table, the ones that =re used, and the other dishes, well, 
like fruit and whatever they had extra, stayed on the table all the t h e  
in these huge glasses, I forget dmt they called than nm. 

Q: kre they like casserole dishes? 

A: No, they m e  cut glass dishes with a top on them. Really they 
called them preserve stands, and they had all kinds of preserves on the 
table and di£ferent relishes and things like that that d d  be left on 
the table. They just put a cloth over it fran noon to night and they'd 
uncover the table and put: the food back on and go again. And there w s  
always a &john of hi skey  setting on the table and a bott le of wine. 

Q: Md you have with your rteals? 

A: It was available if you m t e d  it, yes. It was harmade wine. 

Q: Did they have animls on the farm? 

A: Yes, cattle, and h t  any farmer wuld have: hogs, chickens, and 
they raised s m e  turkeys, and that sort of thing. 

Q: They have their crwn garden? For the family? 

A: Oh yes, definitely. 

Q: 'I2lat: was a trend in those days, you mre or less grew w h a t  you ate 
yourself, is that correct? 

A: Yes, because VE wxe five miles £ran tom and to  go to tam like w 
do n m  w unheard of. Granddad wid usually go to  t o m  on Saturday 
afternoon, and whatever WAS bought, the staples, like sugar, wmld be 
mostly what it U d  be, because the flax and the corn meal m s  processed 
in the area dcm there. There'd be a mill, a gris t  m i l l ,  you've seen 
them I'm sure. 

Q: You want to deecribe what a grist mill looks like. 

A: Well, it's a . . . the m~chanics of it I . . . it's a mill that's 
propelled by water, a water wheel, they ere in those days. And, of 
course, there m ~ s  no engines or electricity m anything like that, but 
it m s  propelled by wter. 'Ihe wter m a  dmmd up and flmd over it 
and turned it and it in turn was belted to a rdll, a grinding mill, 
inside the mill. And you put the corn or the wheat or atever in there 



and grind it up and process it and sack it up. [It would] be for your 
om use or for sale. 

Q: h . d  that is where he wuld go t o  pick up the f l a x  or the corn mal? 

A: R i @ ~ t .  W e l l ,  he'd take the corn, you'd take the corn . . . 
Q: Oh, you had to take your awn corn? 

A: You didn't have to, you could buy it there, but most famrs did, 
take thew own grain, That wuld  be true w i t h  wheat too. 

Q: And you just paid a fee t o  have it g r d  up for you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did =st of the little towns grow up around a creek, then, since you 
had to have mter for the mill? 

A,  There had t o  be water. Usually if there wasn't a dwn available, they 
built a small d m  to hold the wter so it d d  flaw over the *el, the 
water &el, That way it ws similiar to the paddle wheel that was on 
boats, you huw,  the stem boats. But that's the way they developed 
th@k power. 

Q: bhat else do you rPmFgnber about your grandparents ' h a ?  What did 
she do when it w s  very hot and she needed to  cook? Did she have an 
outdoor kitchen? 

A: She cooked, she cooked. This house ws, it w s  a huge house, but it 
MS a log house and weatherboarded with hame-sawd lmnber, covered that  
MY, ycr~ b o w  . And there was only--it was a tm-story house. There m s  
only one bedroan dmtaixs, that m s  for Granddad and Grandroother and 
a l l  the kids slept upstairs. There was no heat up there, it was cold as 
the devil and I can rerrvJnber they'd--I've heard my dad say m y  t b s ,  
they'd get up of a morning and shake the snow off the covers, grab their 
clothes, and mn downstairs to the fire place to get their clothes on. 

Q: The SKKW blew in then? 

A: Oh yes, you know h m  snaw does here. bk11 if you have cracks in your 
house you'd get sorrre snm in. 

Q: Did they sleep in a feather bed? 

A: Yes, and wol blarkts and mol ccnrers of all kinds, and they =re 
-* 

A: wits and even the clothing that they mre, the m o l  clothes. You 
didn't buy mch in  those days really, because she d d  spin her o m  
yarn, you h a w ,  and the mIghbor m n  wuld get together and do those 
things together and then they'd . . . 



Q: That wuld be lib their social time, i f  they mrked on sanething 
together ? 

A: 'Ihey 'd have quilting bees, they called thein. kll , a l l  the mrk was 
done as a nei&bar project, you hm, they mrked together. 

Q: Did yaur gradmther ever make soap? 

A: Oh yes! 

Q: Did she make candles? 

A: I don' t ranember seeing any candle mlds , but the soap, they'd take 
the ashes £ran the f i r e  place in what they called an ash hopper outside 
tk buse a ways, and it was a V-shaped container lib a bin and the 
bottm had a trench. They'd put the ashes in there k i n g  the winter. 
Then in the spring, as the rains came, they'd carry water and put on it 
and what care out of that MS pure lye a t  the bottan in this,  through 
this V-shaped trench. And they'd save that, That is what they made soap 
out of ,  

Q: b t  else did they use beside lye t o  make soap? 

A: I don't r d r  anything. 

Q: Did yau have t o  have same grease? 

A: Oh yes, definitely, you had t o  have grease and lye. 

Q: And then did they have to  heat these in a big h t t l e  or anything like 
that? 

A: They cooked it in like a lard kettle. You seen a lard kettle? 

Q: No, I haven't. Are they great big black wrought iron kettles? 

A: Yes, that's what they are, they usually are. W l l ,  the ones we used 
for butchering d d  be around forty gallon kettles, scmthing like that ,  
and they'd cook the soap in  those too. Put your lye and grease in there 
and get it hot and stand and stir and stir and stir and t n ,  well I 
guess aqerimce, they hew at what point it was ready t o  take it off, 
and then take it off and parr it into a mold, And when it got cold then 
they'd just s l ice  it up in cakes about like half a brick, sa r~ th ing  like 
that, that ' s h t  they used. 

Q: They used that for their laundry and for doing dishes? 

A: Wen whing your face, if you wanted soap, It m s  pretty strong. 

Q: b w  dten during the year did they hme to make soap, kas that a wek 
-7 

A: No, no, it depended on the size of the family. 
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Q: And hslw fast the soap goes? 

A: Yes, and it d d n ' t  spoil. You could have it f rom year to year. 
That wasn't a problem. 

Q: Lhat did they store this soap in until they needed i t ?  

A: In the smke house. They had a smke b e  where they kept the treat 
and the soap. 

Q: Did your granrtmotlzer have t o  bake a l o t  of bread? 

A: She baked all of it, all the bread. 

Q: h t  tim of day did she have to get up? To get started? 

A: Oh, by daylight. 

Q: Did your grandfather go aut on his farm early, did he have t o  milk 
the cows? 

A, Oh yes,  they had cows to milk and kids to  get ready for school, you 
hm. And they had to walk t o  school Erm where they lived. I expect 
they mlked, the closest school house was at  least three miles. So you 
can see they had t o  get up early t o  get that mmy kids ready for school. 

Q: About how much schooling did they have in those years? 

A: Through the eighth grade was about the errtent of it, but the kids, 
the boys especially, wuld be taken out of school in the fall of the year 
to  help w i t h  the crops, you b o w ,  t o  harvest the crops. And they may 
have t o  be out, oh ~ 1 1 ,  at  our school e had six months school, not nine 
m t h s ,  and they d d  probably be out a couple of mths. So, they 
d d n ' t  graduate frcm the grade school unti l  they e r e  twenty years old. 

Q: Oh, is that right? 

A: Yes, and w d d  be, w litt le kids wuld be in school with grown 
boys and it made it pretty rough on the l i t t le  kids. 

Q: Wre you in  a one-roan schoolhouse? 

A: Qze-roan school, one-roan school. 

Q: You still rmmber the teachers? 

A: kll, a couple of them I do. 

Q: k e  they pret ty s t r i c t ?  

A Well, they had t o  be, otherwise the boys muld take wer, as big as 
they ere .  I can r&r they always sa t  in the back of the rocm, you 
knuw. They had the seats graduated £ran the front t o  the back and the 
l i t t l e  kids =re a l l  up here. And the big bays back there put a pin i n  



their shm and cane d m  the aisle and kick sane kid in the shin and he'd 
squall and the teacher d d  c m  out and t ry  t o  find out who it ms. 
They never wuld,  they =re pretty sharp those big kids. But it was an 
aperience. 

Q: Can you describe your schoolroan for m? Did you have a stove in  the 
schoolroan that the teacher had t o  take care of? 

A: & yes, I was trying t o  compare it to  same building around here. It 
ws just sidewalls and a roof and finished inside. 

Q: What kind of desks did you have, or did you have desks? 

A: Yes, we had desks, we had desks. 

Q: Did you write w i t h  jnk? 

A: Yes .  

Q: And inkvells? Dip the pigtai ls  in the h k w l l s ?  

A: Yes, that's r ight .  

Q: Did the g i r l s  mostly have pigtai ls  in those days? 

A: Not too m y  of them really, they had just reasonably long hair. It 
wasn't short hair, but reasonably long and it was always a p r o b l a  for 
them. 

Q: They almys wre dresses back in those days? 

A: Oh yes, with bloarers. 

Q: How did the boys dress? 

A: Overalls, just like Rutbski's wear up here, same thing, only sane of 
than =re hanemade out of, the winter clothes muld be mol ,  you knm. 
'Ihe trousers muld and the jackets too, they'd be n d e  out of harespun 
macerial. 

Q: Did you go barefoot uuch? 

A: @it@ a b i t  in the slarmertb, but it wasn' t the best place in the 
w r l d  to do that, because there w s  a lot of little rocks in the ground, 
you huw,  and it wasn't easy t o  do, but you did, yau know. 

Q: h t  fikls the terrain like there i n  Glasgw, Kentucky? 

A: k11, we lived, like I say, we lived five miles out and it was very 
similiar to southern Illinois, rolling hills and tbhr and the fields 
were all sirall. A couple acres of tobacco d d  be a big crop down 
there. 



Q: You grew tobacco? 

A: (31 yes, and maybe ten acres of corn or s-thing like that. Your 
tobacco ws your cash crop and your corn, what l i t t le corn you raised and 
&at little *at you raised, you wed the *eat: t o  eat really. You 
g r d  it up for flour and the corn you'd use it for livestock and for 
c o d .  You just w n t  £ran season t o  season like that. You didn' t 
really have any cash crops to  sell other than tobacco. 

Q: k w  long does it take to  grow a crop of tobacco? 

A: W e l l ,  i t 's planted in the spring, I rean i t 's  not planted, it is se t  
cut. 

Q: h t  do you man it's set out? 

A: 'Ihey are plants lik tanato plants. W'd always burn a space in the 
edge of the timber, p i l e  logs and bum than, and then dig it up and plant 
it in the tobacco seed. You'd get the tobacco plants £ran that. And 
you'd burn it so there d d n ' t  be any meds in your tobacco bed. You' d 
cwer it with nulin cloth to  keep the insects off them, and then when 
the plants got up to a good start, then you'd take that off and l e t  the 
sun in. And you'd pull the plants when they =re like three t o  four 
inches hi&. And you'd have your ground ready and you'd lay the ground 
off in rows like this, l i k e  w d d  t o  plant corn, and then yau'd check 
it crossways and you'd put a plant where the raws crossed. And you'd put 
your fertilizer there a t  that spot. 

Q: This all done by hand? 

A: All done by hand. You drap the plants. There,' d be a guy care behind 
you pushing the dirt around them and another caning behind him mterlng 
the plants. All done by hand. 

Q: Back breakingmrk probably? 

A: Oh yes, it w s  hard mwk, but real simple now because they have 
machines t o  drop the plants, press the dFrt around them, and the machine 
has a tank of wter on it and gives them a squirt and that ' s  it. 

Q: And fertilizer a t  the s a n ~  t k ,  I guess? 

A: Yes, everything cares out of this machine. 

Q: So you could plant &at probably took you a couple of weks i n  just a 
few hours or a day maybe? 

A: k s ,  the patches axe alwiys small,  because they're selected in places 
&xe the best soil is and nuw, a t  this t ime, you have an allotmmt, yau 
can have only so many acres or so many tenths of an acre really. A t w  
a three acre a l l o m t  wuld be a pretty good size crop dow there. 

Q: tbw about insects, =re they a problem back in those days? 



A: Not so rmch, the most problem w had with insects was the tobacco 
worm and you've seen that I ' m  sure on the tanato vines, a big green mrm 
w i t h  horns on it. We' d have t o  go thrmgh it and pluck those things off 
the tobacco. 

Q: You had t o  keep your eye an the crop then as it was growing? 
- - A: Oh yes. W e l l ,  you had t o  go through and take the suckers off tao. 

You've seen those, I'm sure on the tanato vine, a little sprout cane up 
by the leaf, you knm. If you didn't take those off you'd have a poorer 
quality of tobacco, because it took strength away £ran the g w t h  of the 
leaves and the rest  of the plant. There w s  mrk to it right up to  the 
t h E  to harvest. 

q Q: And uhen did you harvest the tobacco? 

A: Usually in August. 

Q: What does it look like v h n  it is ready to be harvested? 

A: It's abaut the color of that bush xi@t out there, the leaves turned 
about that yellow. 

* .  

Q: And &at size of leaf is this? 

A: Oh, leaves as big as that thing right there. 

Q: Oh, that 's about fifteen inches long and about five or six inches 
wide? 

A: 'Ihey 'd be large at the bottm and as they e n t  up, the leaves ' d get 
smaller just like a cone, you knw, it's the way it'd grw. 

Q: Then after you gathered all those leaves, Wzlat did you do with them? 

A: Well, you don't gather the leaves, you cut the stalk. The top is 
already out of the plant. 'Ihey top it, and then you take the knife and 
split the stalk down t o  where yau m t  t o  cut it off. Then you go this 
way and cut it off, and then you cut your stalk of tobacco and all the 
leaves on the stalk. 

Q: l h n  Fazat goes with that? Does that have t o  be hung up? 

A: Oh yes. In those days they had tobacco barns and they =re just an 
open shed. B e y  had rails through there that p ' d  hang these sticks of 
tobacco on. In the field, you'd go d m  the raw and pick these stalks of 
tobacco and straddle them aver a stick, tobacco stick they called it, and 
that's h a t  you'd hang it on in the barn, You'd haul it in a flat bed 
wagon. 

Q: Jbw m y  horses did you have on your farm? 

A: About four down there, but when w cam here, m used 24 mles.  See 
on a slnall farm you didn't need too m y  horses. 
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Q: You didn't mrk them all  at the s a m  time? 

A: No, no, you didn't use four horse teams, unless you wre pulling logs 
out of tihe timber or something like that, not for farm work. 

Q: D i d  your grandfather build that h m  that you R r e  talking about? 

A: Bs. The fireplace in the living roan was huge. It muld take tm 
mn to put the firewood in, if you m t e d  to  f i l l  it fu l l .  

Q: How did y o u  grandnother cook a t  th i s  fireplace? 

A: She had a swhging thing you hung pots on. Wat do you ca l l  those 
things? 

Q: kll, I don't know, it's like an arm, an extended arm frm the fireplace, 
wasn't it? 

A .  Rotated in the f i r e  and pulled it out, you how. Yes, she did a lo t  
of cooking h there. Roasted chestnuts in the ashes under the front of 
the fireplace. 

Q: Are chestnuts anything like buckeyes? 

A: Just exactly alike. You ever seen one? 

Q: I've seen a buckeye, I 've wndered if that . . . 
A: You ever seen a chestnut? 

Q: Ekickeyes are very shine and . , . 
A: Brown. (shows a chestnut) 

Q: V e r y  beaut ih l  . 
A: They had a disease hit the chestnuts dam there about the same t i m e  
w had the elm disease here. Killed every tree in the whole county. I 
m really, but they have been setting out plants in the l a s t  m n t y  
years and that's off of one of those new trees. 

Q: Did they find any way t o  protect the trees f i r m  disease? 

A: No, they still  haven't, t-,he new trees haven't developed the disease 
yet. So they're doing pretty good w i t h  it. 

Q: Well, that's very interesting, I guess I have never seen a chestnut 
before, h t  yau hear Johnny Mathis sing about roasting the chestnuts over 
the Eire. k that a &isms custan at your place? 

A: Oh yes, m11 mythe during the w i n t e x t h  it was just a normal thing 
i to do. 



Q: D i d  yau POP popcorn? 

A: Sure. 

Q: Did you grow popcorn? 

A: Yes. 

Q: h t  was Christmas like when you mre a boy on the farm? 

A: Wll, it msn' t  rmch deferent than it is today. Course FR didn't 
have the electric lights on the trees. I'm not sure. 

Q: Did yau bring a tree into the house? 

A: Yes. 

Q: String popcorn and cranberries? 

A: That's what yau decorated w i t h .  Colored corn, scmetims, d te r  it 
was popped to  make colors on the tree, but the only thing you had on the 
tree in the way of illumination was, it d d  have to be candles and you 
had to be very careful with those because you could bum the house dawn 
real easy, 

Q: Did yrrm hang a stocking? 

A : YRs , on the m t e l  , always on the mantel in Kentucky. There m s  a 
whole st r ing  of them with that rmny kids, you hm, the grandkids and 
tha t  many kids in the family. Wen kistmastk cane, there was a house 
full. 

Q: You knew most of your aunts and uncles? 

A: oh yes. 

Q: Did they all se t t le  in that area? 

+. A: I& *re the only ones that left out of the whole, out: of th family 
of my dad's. 

Q: I suppose that upset his mnther  and dad pretty much that he was 
leaving to go t o  Illinois? 

A: k11, they e r e ,  my granddad wuld have been in  his eighties at that 
time, a d  my gradnuther ms already when PE came out: here. So I 
really don't kww what passessed Dad t o  =t to  crme to  Illinois, because 
he had a farm d m  there. bk lived on it, An uncle of my mther ' s had 
w e d  cut here to Taylorville and he had written some real exiting views 
about hcw nice it WM up here as catpared to Kentucky, Yau knaw it I s  
all m t h  and level arcxxnd here and farming is lots different. It was 
at that tim and still is, but he just decided all at once and w e  got out 
here just in t h e  t o  start school in Septmber, and m =re satisfied and 
just stayed. 
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Q: Fbw old =re you then? 

A: I v a s  ten y e a s  old. 

Q: ?hat wis when you were at  Taylorville or here in Auburn? 

A: Taylorville, w w e d  t o  Taylorville first, 

Q: *re was the farm located in Auburn, the f i r s t  farm that yuur father 
had? South of here? 

A: Yes. 

Q: That w u l d  be betwen Aubum and Thayer? 

A: You where Lloyd lives, don't you? 01 the =st side of the 
road in the brick house as you go dawn the road here. The white house on 
the east side. That's where w lived, always. 

Q: Did your father have that hcrme built? 

A: No, he came down here as  a farmmanager for Hay Brm that raised 
cattle at Taylorville and he had a purebred herd down here and Dad cane 
to take care of it. That's h w  w happened to mrve d m .  

Q: Was farming quite a b i t  different ILn Illinois than Qntucky? 

Q: You can' t raise tobacco here? 

A: I don't think so. Maybe a little bit in southern I l l inois .  I think 
there are small patches, but you don't have the quality of tobacco you do 
down there on account of the different type 05 soil. You couldn't raise 
goal tobacco in black soi l .  It muldn't h a .  the color and it muld be 
S ~ o n g .  

Q: Bud, I haven't asked you about your mtkr's side of the family. Do 
you rWllffnbP.r your mther's mother and father? 

A: I ramber my grandnother. My grandfather was killed in the Civil 
W. So at the age I w s ,  I don't r d r  hirn a t  a l l .  

Q: Wat state was he fran, your grandfather on yaur mother's side? 

A: I'm not sue .  

Q: Did he Sight for the North or for the South? 

A: Far the North. See, w w i l d  have been in central Kentucky, It was 
the dividing line, of course, even in that area there =re families that 
the relation fought against each other depend* on how they fe l t  about 
the situation, but it happened and it happened in all the border states,  
you W, where there =re relations back and forth. It w s  just l ike 
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belo%* to the church I guess, i f  you believe in one thing you are 
going to fight for it and that's the m y  they did. 

Q: So your grandfather w s  kil led in the Civil War, J3ow m y  children 
=re in yau: mother's family? 

A: Three, t w  boys and a gir l .  

Q: You remember yaur gBndIlY)ther then on that side of the family? 

A: Qh yes. 

Q: What nationality was she? 

A: I just don't huw,  but: t o  say Kentuckian. 

Q: Then you really don't r d r  any of your ancestors tha t  cam across 
frcm the old country? 

A No, I wuldn't .  

Q: Can you r d r  any stories that they dght  have told you about 
their ancestors? 

A: The only thing I remember about my gramhother ' s father and mther 
who lived close by there, my great grandfather m s  killed in the wax too, 
and while he was in the war they had a huge mount of Confederate mney 
and she dug a hole out on the side of the bank of the creek there and 
buried that mruey, !they =re pret ty close t o  where they mre raised of 
one kind or another, and one army t o  the other and she h i e d  that money 
and then dwn the m r  was over, it msn ' t  even worth digging up. It lost 
its value as soon as the war vas over. But: that's about all I r b r  
about that. 

Q: ell, if she m s  all alone, how did she make a living? 

A: She had a bun& of boys, a whole bunch of g r m  boys. You're talking 
about my great grandcrrother n w  and they Ere grown men as  I rertmhr 
them. kt's  see, the wr d d  have been over 25 years at that: time, 27. 
'Ihese boys al l  stayed a r d  h, -re married, and lived in that area 
close by. 

Q: Mmt Ere their last nares? 

A: Barber. 

Q: And your mother was a Barber also? 

A: She ws a btthews, my gramhother m i e d  a Matthews, And my dad's 
sister, he only had one sister that lived. b e  of them died early with 
infantile paralysis, but the other sister married my mther's brother so * g p t  a whole flock of double cousins drrwn there. 
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Q: Do yau still have family reunions dawn there? 

A: Yes,  w had one just recently. 

Q: Did most of your cousins remain on the farm? 

A: No, they're pretty we11 scattered out. There was that m y  of them 
that live in that area that you see in that picture, but there is scme, in 
I n d h  and sane in northern Il l inois,  same in Missouri. Ycru haw they 
just kind of t ~ i c k l e d  out. 

Q: So actually, you are just about the only fanner that was there? 

A: That mved out in this area. There are farmers d m  there. 

Q: What did your father look like, did he have a wtache? In sane of 
those l i t t l e  pictures you see, they have a kind of handlebar mustache. 

A: I don't think my dad ever had a rmstache a t  a l l  that I ever ranaber. 
I had a little one one t ine ,  but it msn't very productive so I mcked it 
off. No, my dad was clean shaven, but my granddad had a f u l l  beard way 
down like that, but Dad never did have a beard. 

Q: What were same of the Sundays lh, when you =re a ssnall boy? 

A: Well . . . 
Q: You still had t o  milk cam, I guess? 

A: bk had--1 'm talking about d m ~  w lived up here--normdly three hired 
En, because al l  the mrk was done with teams and horses, yau how. Go 
t o  Sunday School on Sunday mrning, and &termon the hired men, they 
didn' r go to  church, but u d l y  they had their hair cutt ing on Sunday 
mming. They cut each other's hair out under the shade of a tree,  
-thing like that. 'Ihen they'd wrestle and play horse shoes and smething 
like that. In the afternoon there really w s n ' t  nu& going on, it was 
too hot in the smrtime for mch ac t iv iq .  No air conditioning, w 
just rougt.1ed it. 

Q: bhatwas one of the things you did as a young boy that you enjoyed 
the m a t ?  D i d  you ever go hunting? 

A: definitely, but I enjoyed the &ole spectrun. 

Q: You had a good childhood? 

A: & yes, I really did and I did everything that any normal kid muld 
do and followd that procedure up till ten years ago. I used to duck 
bunt and qail k t ,  pheasant hunt, goose hunt down in southern Illinois, 
go to  the river fishing, just enjoyed all those thhgs and really took 
part in them. 

Q: L k n  you =re a boy, did you have a pet? 



A: I had a dog. 

Q: b h a t  m s  your dog's name? 

A: Pug. 

Q: bhs Pug a hunting dog? 

A: bs, not the kind you'd-I m l d  hunt opossumwith him. Those tm 
girls and I muld take a lantern and--- lived rwt on the edge of the 
woods--and we'd take that dog and go ow through the mods hunting oposslrm 
and skunks at night, you how. We d catch a opossun once ~JI a while, but 
we didn't t r y  to catch the s W  too rmch, but the dog wuld tree them 
and you'd how they =re there. 

Q: Did you have brothers and sisters, Bud? 

A: 'Ihose tm. ~ ' v e  got tw sisters. Lilly, you know her, and Howard's 
wife, no brothers. 

Q: h i  you lived pretty far I guess f rcm any other Earnhouse? 

A: You're talking abut down there or here? 

Q: Men yau =re a young boy? 

A :  I d d  say not more than a half mile to the closest neighbor, no, 
I'm sure it muldn't be any mrre than that. There =re several neighbors 
within a half a mile really l ike  a circle or -thing like that, but al l  
the fa- e r e  small so the hauses -re reasonably close together. 

Q: Did yau have a celebration like after the harvest ever? 

A: We did out here. Dom there w e  had what they called a husking bee. 
See, R didn't shuck the corn. We pulled it off the stalk and left  the 
shuck on it, d m  there, bring it into the crib, put it into the crib, 
and when the harvest m s  all in, then you'd ham a shucking bee, and a 
dance, the dmle thing you haw. Tbe neighbors m l d  all  get around and 
shck that corn and saneplace along the line they'd s l i p  in  a red ear and 
b v e r  found the red ear got to kiss any girl they wntd to at the 
party. And you'd go fim neighbor to neighbor and do that sort of thing. 
It w s  just a part of the social l ife.  

Q: What kind of w i c  did they have in those days for the dances? 

A: Yau d d n ' t  believe it, everybody played but m. My cousins =re 
all, they wen had a band, a dance band for local entertainmnt , you 
knm, just my w i n s ,  fiddles and pitars. 

Q: Did you have square dances? 

A .  OR yes, and party game dances. I 'm sure yau have never been to a 
party, ~ 1 1  like "Skip to My but '  and all that stuff, that kind of a 
thing. It wasn't a dance, it was, I don't h o w  how you describe that 
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function. Y m  go around ~JI a circle and go this m y  and that: way, but it 
msn' t called square dancing. 

Q: It was like a "Virginia Reel" type of thing? 

A: Yes. And it was called party dancing, that 's what they called it. 
But it was a lo t  of fun. We wen had that out here in this neighborhood 
a£ter e mved dom here. I taught school d m  there seven years at  the 
schoolhouse back east of aur place, and w ' d  have dances at the schoolhouse. 

Q: You tawt school? Lhat did you teach? 

A: Eight grades. I had as high as 40 pupils in that schoolhouse. 

Q: You taught for seven years? 

A: k11, saw of the kids that I taught muld be Bob Madhrdo, Florence, 
Ilene, Gerald, he died you knuw, m i e d  to the Quisenberry gir l .  There 
was five of those kids in school when I taught. 

Q: kll, where m s  this schoolhouse? 

A : Well, £ran our house, I 'm talking about the vhite hwse d m  there k~ 
lived in, it was just half a mile east, right across the farm. MacHndos 
at that t h e  lived here where Jim lives. See they mved there right 
after the garrre £am closed and the kids  *re a l l  born out here in this 
house where Jim lives. It ws a l i t t l e  house at that time. 

Q: h t  is the road sign down here? 

A: Menteen south. 

Q: So yaur first farm was about one mile or one-fourth mile f rcxn  seventeen 
south? 

A: Half a mile, mll actually back to  it d d  be three-quarters. 

Q: And this hcare you awe talking about that e d o s  lived in  d d  be 
half way b e t m a  sixteen south and seventeen south? 

A: Right, just in the middle, 

Q: CXI the Auburn Cenretery road? 

A: Yes. 

Q: So what were som of your duties as teacher in the l i t t l e  schoolhouse? 

A: Well, I taught all eight grades, and the &ties d d  be to  t r y  t o  
control the kids for one thing, vihich msn' t any great problem with E, 
because I got along real good with the kids and played w i t h  them a l l  the 
t b  and everything. I didn't have a problem with discipline. 



Q: Did yau have to choose the textbooks that they =re to use? 

A: No, they  can^ Trm the county office. I =an it m s  determind up 
tkre. You bought your books locally, but the books and the curriculun 
mrk ws sent out by t k  county superintendent of schools at that time, 
*ich they don't do anpre. 

Q: h t  =re the hours of the school day then? 

A: N i E  to four. 

Q: NrpW you taught spelling, reading, writing and arithmatic? 

A: The whole bit. 

Q: How much science did you teach in those days? Or was it even called 
science? 

A: No. 

Q: Idas it mre or less like nature? 

A: bk didn't have a nature book. 

Q: h t  about geography? 

A: Ch yes, and physiology ES strong on that, I reaaember that, and 
gr- 

Q: k w  about history? 

A : yes. We bad the full line of books lilce they have today, only 
these wxen't anything 1ik the ones E got nw. I can pick up Stuart's 
algebra book and I can't tell heads or tails out of it. I was wer at 
the other dau&terls a few ~ e k s  ago, vie mt to Kimtucky, and I m s  
looking at Chris' geanetry book and I m s  lost in  that thing. It's a 
different: p r e s s  altogether nm, it's no comparison. And I don't how 
why, maybe it's a better deal. Sean to KIE like it'd be hard for the kids 
to understand what they're doing with a i s  kind of teaching. Because the 
basics aren't anything like they Ere in the old books. 

Q: It seems that they really have to absorb mme material that is mre 
ccmplicated and aplicit than ve used to have. 

A: It seem like so mch of it's irrevelant to a t  your trying to teach. 
Maybe it's to teach them to think, I don't know. 1 d a f t  understand it. 

Q: But back in aur days they really tau& you m e  about haw to deal 
with the problems around you like a sewing problem, or papering a hause, 
or building a cabinet, sarrething of that nature? 

A: Basics, that ' s what they dealt in really. 



Q: Things that you wuld be encountering around you. 

A: I t 'd  be s a t h  like if you =re going to  a technical school nm, 9 and learning things ike that you muldn' t get in your schools. But: a 
lo t  of tbis school dotnz here, there ws one family of five kids, the 
Peliter family, you know Ora Searls, e l l  she was a Peliter and her folks 
lived down there just east of the school, Then another son that had six 
kids lived over here in the timber h e r e  Gravits l ive  and there was three 
boys and tm g i r l s ,  mybe there m s  £a boys, I 'm not sure. But: three 
of those boys became &mica1 engineers, out of my grade school dom 
here. Junior wt t o  the University of I l l inois,  that's the oldest boy, 
and graduated in SUE kind of ceramic enigneering . . . 

Ibd of Side b, Tape Qle 

Q: Bud, on side one w =re talking about the Peliter family. You =re 
describing the education s a r ~  of these boys got and you wre talking 
about Junior. Do you want t o  continue? 

A: W e l l ,  there =re three of the boys, Junior, b y  and W e .  They dl 
thee mt to  the university, tw of them at I l l inois  and one dam at 
Texas. I don't how the nam of the university he attended, but during 
their schooling or directly af ter ,  they were out of school, they developed 
a paint, an autanobile paint, and sold the patent t o  C;eneral b t o r s  and 
they established a factory in South Qnkago around Iheaton, That's where 
they lived and they became fairly malthy , really. They rnade a lo t  of 
money off of it. Junior is still up there and the other tw boys I've 
lost track of. I really don' t hw what's happened t o  them. 

Q: Ebd, I mt to take you back to your early childhood days again, and 
I mt to ask you about sme of the thirgs yau can remember. Tell rre 
what =re s c m  of the things l ike during the f a l l  of the year. What kind 
of things did you do as a boy in the fall? 

A: kll , going t o  school wuld be the main thing that you muld do. We 
had to  walk about a mile and a half t o  the schoolhouse and through mods. 

I 

Q: Was this a h i l l y  area? 

A: (31 yes! Definitely, and at  that early age, I wasn't involved in  any 
ammt of the fammrk, you knw, you'd just do what any other kid wuld 
do at,that age. Nothing that I can think of outstanding. 

Q: D i d  you go squirrel hunting? 

A: ah yes, and the txm girls and I, w did quite a bit of hunting because 
vie lived right i n  the woods, you huw,  and we'd go out a t  ni&t w i t h  a 
lantern. 
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A : & yes, hunt opossl~n. That ' s &en you h m t  opossm. 

Q: Oh, hcrw do you go about that? 

A: h11, you t a k  a dog and he' 11 pick up a track or a scent and you 
usually find than in a hollm log or a dead tree with a hollm in it. 
And you take a--if ws found one like up in a tree, like that in  a hollow 
place--= take a briar that grm d m  there. They call a sawbriar. 
It's got little sharp teeth all around it and you cut off one of those 
vines and start twisting it up in a tree and you could pull an animal or 
a rabbit or anything out of a tree with that briar because it muld wind 
up their hair, you knm, you could pull him out. 

Q: So you didn' t need a gun for that? 

A: No. 

Q: You just brought than in alive? 

right. 

Q: Did you learn to dress these animals yourself? 

A: Not d m  there. 

father took care of that did 

A: If they wanted t o  save it they d d ,  but w didn't eat it. You h a w  
a lot of people did eat oposm in those days, but w never did pay mch 
attention to  them. 

Q: Did you catch them mainly for their £ u s ?  

A: Well, mst ly just for the sport, nothing to se l l  or anything like 
that. They =re a nuisance around the chicken hause and places like 
that, you h a w ,  they'd eat chickens, really. So it ms just a fun thing 
mre than anything. 

Q: Did you ever go nut hunt-? You talked about chestnuts, did you 
pick than up in the fall? 

A Yes, but w didn't have to go anyplace. 'Ihey wre right in the yard. 

Q: Oh, you had nut trees right there in the yard? 

A: Hickory, walnut and chestnuts =re all right there, we didn't have to  
go anyplace. 

Q: D i d  the whole family sit awound the table and pick the nuts out? 

A: M11, in the wintertim w muld eat than, of course. You d d  
gather a r d  but the chestnuts, when the bum--they're fornved in  a 
burr--and there'd be three or four nuts b i d e  of a busr and usually if 
they're ripe &en they hi t  the ground, they shatter out. So all you got 
to do is pick them up. 
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Q: Otherwise do you have to use a hanmr to get the burr off of the 
nuts? 

A: If it wuld be a green one, yes, but mst of them that f a l l  off the 
tree are ripe. They just pop open. 

Q: Fkrat other kind of trees did you have on your farm? Did you have any 
kind of f ru i t  trees? 

A: & yes ,  e had orchard trees : apples, peaches, plum. 

Q: Did you ever eat a pershmn? 

A: I%n yes, we. had persimrwms. They Ere all over the place. 

Q: Did you ever eat one that msn't quite ripe? 

A: Not  if I knew it. (laughs) 

Q: Did your mther and the girls put up preserves? 

A: k11, my mther did. k s e  the girls wren' t old enough to take 
mch part in it at the t b  down there. 

Q: But you mt out to gather the fruits? 

A: yes, she took care of that. 

Q: lhat was Thanksgiving Day 1 i h  in your family? Did the grandparents 
c e ?  

A: k 1 1 ,  normally w ' d  go there. I t 'd  be like a ramion thing, you 
knm, and if somthing happened that: e didn't, w 'd have just a normal 
Thanksgiving like you would here, turkey and the whole bit. 

Q: Haw far =y did your grandparents live frm your hare? 

A: Not more than a mile, 

Q: You could see them often? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you have wlls for your water tihm you =re a kid or did you get 
your water £ran a spring? 

A: We W't have one early. men w built  the new hause, m dug a 
well. It msn' t too dependable, really,  because there was so rauch limestone 
in the area that it m s  pretty hard to  dig through to get to the water, 
but te had a spring h e  probably the distance frm here to that Miller 
b u s e  dawn there and w carried the milk and the butter dovm thewe. bk 
had a spring house and the water fl& thou& there and you put the 
milk and butter in there and then go back and get it before another mal. 
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Q: Haw did your rmther make butter? 

Q: Oh, you had a moden chum? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you kids take turns helping to churn that? 

A: Oh yes, it m s  kind of fun. 

Q: How long does it take to d butter? 

A: Oh, it depends on the t m p r a t u r e  of the crem that you put in  it. 
The crean has to be, ~ 1 1 ,  it has to  be sour cream. 'Ihe cream sours and 
then the temperature of it, if it 's too hot, it w i l l  be runny, y m  h, 
and m' t gather in the chum and what you'd have to do is take the l i d  
off and drain the buttermilk out, take the l id  off and put cold mter in 
it and W n  it s- mre. 'Ihen the butter w l d  a1 1 gather up and you'd 
have a coxlle of butter. 

Q: Did yw drink buttermilk? 

A: Qh yes. 

Q: And your mtkr wed it for baking? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Probably never wsted anything like that? 

A: No, you used everything and about everything you used m s  on the 
farm. You didn't go to t am  for very m q  things, m s t l y  sugar. (Xztside 
of that, everything, practically everything, the meat and everything m s  
butchered on the farm and stored, not mch beef. 

Q: You had like a smkehouse? 

A: yes, and you could put meat dawn in different ways. Sawtimes 
we'd smoke it and s - t h  we'd put it down a big moden box, put d m  a 
layer of sa l t  , a layer of mat, a layer of salt, a layer of mat, and it 
d d  keep that a y .  

Q: Did yau have people cane in t o  do the butchering, or m s  that sort of 
a big thing in that area? 

A: W11, it wasnl t as big  d a m  there as it m s  after rn came out here, 
because the mi&bors e e  farther apart and they didn't butcher as t r a y .  
Mostly hogs was  what  we butchered duwn there and up here too. We hardly, 
very seldan wer had beef because there was no my t o  keep it. You 
didn't have refrigeration and you can't salt it dam. 
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Q: Oh you can't ,  i t 's  just too salty to eat? 

A: It soaks into it and it 's so salty you can't eat it, but I guess the 
old timrs had a method of drying it sunehow. 

Q: Is that where beef jerky cams Eran? 

A: ?hat: ' s *ere jerky carries fran, dried beef and it mn' t spoil. kll , 
you've seen it in the mvies and on television where they reach in their 
saddlebag and get a strip of jeky and chap on it. That muld keep then 
alive. I don't imagine it ms very nourishing. 

Q: They still s e l l  beef jerky in the store. 

A: & yes, I've seen that. 

Q: 'Ihe kids like it. 

A: It's not too bad. 

Q: What =re sane of the things that your mther fixed for you when you 
Ere a kid? 

A: kll, I think I enjoyed pancakes and maple syrup as msch as anything. 
%at maple syrup, I've always loved it and sausage. 

Q: Did you tap for the syrup yourself? 

A: Yes. 

Q: A t  mt time of the year? 

A: Usually February, it don't have to be February, but when the sap 
starts up in the tree. See the sap all goes to the roots in the wintertime 
and when it starts to  thaw in the-course the tree freezes and when it 
thaws out in the early spring-the sap starts to care up to the leaves 
and you can tap it and get the water. 

Q: Haw nu& syrup do you get f r a n  one tree, say for instance? 

A It t a l e s  a he11 of a lot .  It t a l e s  forty gallons of sugar water, 
that's what R call what carrzs out of the tree, to  make a quart of syrup. 

Q: Now you don't k i l l  the tree, do you? 

A: No, it daesn't hurt the tree at all. 

Q: Can you tap that same tree again nat year? 

A: Oh yes. In fact all the way around or up and d m  and it doesn't 
affect the tree. 

Q: So it takes forty gallons of sugar wter? 
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A: To make a quart of syrup. 

Q: You talked the other day about sorghum. Jhw is sorghum different 
£ran the maple syrup? 1s it a different k i d  of tree? 

A: No, i t 's  a plant like a cornstalk or -thing l ike  that. 

Q: Is it grown especially for sorghm or is it sort of wild? 

A: No, it's a sor&m cane like sugarcane d d  be in the sauth. This 
is a sorghwn cane and like I said there's tw varieties, one is for black 
strap molasses and the other one is for edible food. 

Q: And yau can tell the difference by looking at it? 

A: k11, yau raise it. Matever kind you mt. Plant the seed just 
like you d d ,  -11, it grows on the head and the top has, heads out, 
and has like a cone on the top and that seed yau cook that off, you know, 
and save whatever mount you want. 

Q: It has a l o t  of seed? 

A: yes. 

A: Well, only it isn't like a sunflomr. It's more like the, you've 
seen this elderberry thing growing along the road that's got that cone 
shaped thing on it in the fall of the year, there's a lo t  of them around 
here. Arad it 's the sarne type of thing like that. It could be sumac or, 
ell ,  it m l d  be slnnac that has that. I'll show you me whm w? get 
ready to leave, but: that's the way cane wuld grow with that seed in the 
top of it. 

Q: So one of your favorite things w s  pancahs and maple syrup? 

A: Yes, I loved that. 

Q: Did y ~ u r  mother ever make hmmade candy for t k  kids? 

A: Oh sure, Chrisnnastim w? always had it. 

Q: Describe what Chrislmastinae was l ike when you were a young boy. 

A: ell, it ws pretty msch the saw as it d d  be out here except VE 
didn't have the gifts the kids have naw days, of course. 

Q: W2C yau hung a stocking? 

A: k n g  a stocking. Maybe you'd ham an apple or st ick of peppewmint 
candy, things l ike that, or if you ~ e d e d  clothes, or whatever, that 
would be there too. It wsn' t as extensive as out: here. 
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Q: Did you make g i f t s  for each other? Md you rnake l i t t l e  haraernade type 
gifts for each other? 

A: Some little things at school muld be about it. 

Q: Did your parents teach you that there w a Santa Claus? Did they 
talk about that? 

A: Ch yes, and we all believed in it, 

Q: Did you have a best friend when you =re a little boy? 

A: Not  especially. No, I had a l o t  of cousins a r d  and m played 
together and in school too, but. not ane in particular. 

Q: 'What was one of yaus favorite seasons? 

A: I think fall of the year do- there is beautiful. 

Q: Since it was hilly, did you do sane sleigh riding and sledding in the 
winter? 

A: W had sleds, but w didn't have sleighs, you haw the horse-drawn 
sleds. Course you could take the whole family on that, bundle the hay on 
it or straw or sanething, YOU could all  go along on the sled. Q never 
did have a slew that I can remember. 

Q: Did you ever take a sleigh ride? 

A: Yes, my nei&bor over here used t o  have one. 

Q: That rmst of been nice when it was quiet, and there was a big m n .  

A: It was kind of ranantic, I guess. Course the sleigh you pulled with 
one horse and the sled you had t o  have tm horses because they were quite 
a b i t  bigger. 

Q: So you kids in the winter, you did a l o t  of sledding and did you do 
any ice skathg? 

A: Not dawn there, because there msn't any water close enough. Lk did 
in CZlristian County and w did down here on Sugar Creek, but ear l ier ,  no, 
we didn't. 

Q: Did yaz build s n m n  and make forts? 

A: Oh yes, w. did everything that: everybody else, all other kids did. 

Q: In & smertime, did you have--you said you wren't  too close to 
any water, k t  did you do any swimning in a s w b d r g  hole? 

A: The only wter we had nearby was the branch that R put the milk and 
eve- else in and it wasn't deep amugh to swlm in. 

Q: b u  just waded a r d ?  



A: Yes, w ' d  play in it, but there was a river I guess tw or three 
miles away, and I r&r a couple of tims w mt s v  there with 
my dad and my uncle and m ' d go there fishing quite often, usually on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Q: Did you love to fish? 

A: Ch yes, I always have. 

Q: Did your family eat lots of fish? 

A: No, FJF? didn't fish that rmch, but they muld eat fish anytine w had 
it. Everybody was too busy to fool around fishing , you know. 

Q: You had quite a few chores then? 

A: k11, yes. 

A: ell, just take care of the livestock, really. Zhat muld be chickens, 
htevey animals you had a r d ,  you knw. 

Q: Did your mother ever make haae remedies for illnesses? 

A: grease was the only thing I can think of. 

Q: Goose grease, what was that used for? 

A: Sore throats, congestion in your &st. Goose grease and turpentine 
mixed together. 

Q: Did you ever hear of ade t ida?  

A: k had it. You carry that around your neck. 

Q: I had never heard of that, but Howard and Mrie both said they used 
it. 

A: bs, that was an old the remedy. 

Q: Hcrw did it smll? 

A: Terrible! You put it in a l i t t le  sack and tie it mound your neck. 

Q: Bud, yozl ramher the first titrre you ever had a radio? 

A: I'm not so sure, it 'trltnrldn' t have been after w =re married, but 
when w first got maKried. 

Q: You didn't have a radio when you =re a youngster? 

A: I don't think so. I had a player piano, The folks bou&t rae a 
player piano and thought that muld keep IIE hme on Saturday nights, yau 
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know. The first night it was delivered dawn there, mll,  I played on it 
a little b i t  and got up and mt t o  tom and my mther tlm@~t that 
wasn't too gmd. 

Q: Did yau play a piano? 

A; No, I played player pianos that ' s about all.  No, I used to thmp 
around on a banjo a l i t t l e ,  but I never did play any music. 

Q: k b t  was the closest big tawn to  a r e  you lived dawn there? 

A: Down there, we11 Bawling Green d d  have been the closest t o m  of 
any size. 

Q: Do you ever warember taking tr ips into Bowling Green? 

A: No, 1 never did, but my sister did. 'Ihey had--around Bawling &em-- 
strawberry patches and they raised than, like camrewcially, you know, and 
they'd have kids coaae Eran Wferent areas to pick strawberries and one 
time she mt, as a graup to harvest strawberries. But no, I nwer vent 
over there for an*. 

Q: So the closest town you wnt to m s  Glasgd 

A: Yes, that was about five miles. Bowling Green was about fifteen, 
maybe m t y  miles frm Glasgm. 

Q: @mt m s  Glasgw like back in yaur day? 

A: ' W e l l ,  I thought it was a great big tam. I muld guess then probably 
five thousand, I think it's about emteen thousand m. It's a real 
busy tcrwn naw. 

Q: Did you look forward to  go* into town? 

A: & yes, that was a treat. 

Q: bhat did the stores look like in those days? 

A: Abut the sane as they do nuw. You d d  have a variety of things, 
@verything that yau do naw, but: . . . 
Q: k t  you'd - open pickle barrels? 

A: And cracker barrels. They =re just sitting there, You muld help 
yourself. 

Q: Did they have a p o t b l l y  stove that peaple sat a r d  and chatted? 

A: Yes, that's the only heat in the stores that I rermiber, and I ' m  
thinking about country stores m, but there was no fireplaces in those 
stores. I 'm sure there msn' t, but huw they heated the stores in tom, 
like in Glasgaw, I don' t larcrw, really. They may have had sme heat- 
system for the town, I don't hm. 



Q: Did they have materials there where your mther could get sane mateYial 
to tnake clothes? 

A : & yes, and then besides that, you had wagons that came around thr- 
the cuuntry delivering, you W ,  selling. 

Q: And I bet they had everything on than? 

A: They'd sell groceries, everything, the whole b i t ,  patent medicine. 
k t  they'd c- around, maybe they'd hit  your area once a mth, -thing 
like that. They covezed large territories, you h a w .  

Q: Did you have a teacher that influenced your l i f e?  

A: I doubt it very mch. 

Q: There wasn't any one particular teacher that you admired especially? 

A: No, I didn't find any fault  with any of them, really. You're talking 
about younger, 

Q: bll , just during your school days. 

A: No, I don't think so. 

Q: W11, what did you think &n your parents decided to m e  f r o m  that 
area that yau grew up in? 

A: Really didn't know or realize. Going t o  I l l inois  i a s  like going 
across the mrld to a kid my age, and really didn't think too rmch about 
it. We just knew te was going. & rode into town in a wagon. 'ken the 
first car I ever r& in, they had a--the station m s  I guess a mile frm 
dawntam--and w rode to  the stat ion in an open car, didn't have a top on 
it, and that ww quite a thrill. First car I ' d  ever ridden in. But it 
was like a taxi wuld be, w11 it was really, but it took passengers t o  
the railroad and b r a t  them back. 

Q: Md p u  take all your belongings with you or did you have to have 
s c m  of thsm shipped? 

A : They =re shipped. That had already been taken care of. 

Q: Your father had already found a place? 

A: ayes. 

Q: So a t  w your new harre l ike then? Were yau on a farm? 

A: Yes, and it was just an ordinary f d m ,  t m  story, lots of roan, 
big roans. 

Q: This m s  Iln Taylorville, Illinois? 



A: No, it was in the country. N lived in the country. 

Q: Wit: outside of Taylorville? 

A: Bemen Taylmville and Sharpsburg. Sharpsburg ' s about say ten, 
fifteen miles north of Taylorville, next to Edinburg . 
Q: M e  did you go to  school? 

A: Sharps was the name of the school. 

Q: Was that a one-raan schoolhouse also? 

A; Yes. And R had, I guess, the teacher had about every grade. I'm 
ahmet w e ,  I don't r d r  when there muldn't have been all eight 
grades in that school, 

Q: W t  to eight grades and what grade =re you in at the t h e  that you 
w e d ?  

A: Flhen I m d  out there to that school, I would have been in the fifth 
grade. We =re there three years and I wis in the ewth grade when I 
cam down here. 

Q: W t  kind of garrres did the kids play during recess? 

A: Oh, depending on the w h r ,  course if there m s  maw on, they 
played . . . oh t k y  had that ring, you hw, viihat did they call it? 
S ~ E  kind of a goose thing they called it. There m s  a ditch close to 
the s b l  , maybe like this one duwn here, and we ' d all go dam there and 
skate during noon hour and then as soon as school m s  out m ' d  head for 
heme. Rat down in kntucky , vie had a m b l e  yard and marbles wis the 
great thing in those days, you knw, and it was a prepared yawd, like p 
d d  be right out: there. It a s  smmthed off , there m s  no grass or 
anything an it, just clay, and w'd play a lot of marbles. Qle day you'd 
have a sack £dl and the next day you'd lose than all.' (laughs) 

Q: Did you have any close friends during that tlme? 

A: I don't think especially, I don't r d r .  

Q: This country w s  rather flat canpared to ycrur Kentucky hane? 

A: & yes, that's probably the big change in the fa* operation kan 
what it tms da#1 there, Everything d m  there m s  ane and tm horse 
aperatian, and e cane out here, m s  four and six and like that you how, 
because yw pulled larger tools and mrked m e  ground. So you had to 
have rmre livestock. 

Q: &out haw long did it take to  put in a crop? 

A: m there? 



Q: No, in Taylorvil le area. 

A: @ i t e  a while, but w always managed t o  get it done. I thought a lot 
of t h a  this farm down there where Jim farms, there w s  another 160 that 
was with that when wi? mwed dam here and w farmd a l l  that  with rmles 
and horses, m s t l y  mles. And I don't ever remaher not getting a crop 
in, in the spring of the year and mst of the mrk was d m  in the spring 
of the year. Rather than like nw,  they p l w  it a l l  up in the f a l l  you 
huw. They didn't practice that in those days. The only thing they plow 
in the f a l l  wuld be the sod ground. It mrked better in the sp rhg  if 
it m s  p l m d  h the f a l l ,  but the rest of it, v e  had 24 mules that  IE 
muld put in the f ie ld  in the spring of the year, and w i t h  decent e t h e r ,  
we managed t o  get the crop in  the whole thing and that ' s  about a l l  you do 
n m  even with the big tractors and a l l  that you lam. Course, you d m '  t 
go to the country club and drink coffee dl the time. 

Q: But besides putting the crop in, you still had animals t o  care for, 
is that correct? 

A: & yes. 

Q: Did you still have the &ickem? You gathered eggs? 

A: The whole bit. 

Q: Md you have a garden outside your house? 

A: A big one. 

Q: So it took probably Erm dayli&t till dark? 

A: Well, close to it. hk wuld always get up, start early in the morning, 
but R almys quit at six o'clock a t  night. Lk always did and w almys 
took an hour off at noon, And that was a camw>n practice. There ms 
sane that d d  mrk longer hours than that, but: you had to  be pressed 
for t- i£ you did. 

Q: Ibw old Ere  you when you m e d  to Auburn? 

Q: You e r e  fourteen. You e r e  in high school then probably? 

Q: king into high school? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Mas the new high school built at that the? 

A: Yes, that school w s  opened in 1916, wasn't it? Wsn't that the date 
that was on the front of that  building? I guess the year before the kids 
w e  go* to Pamee and sare of them to  CZlathan t o  school. And then 
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when this school m s  apered, Pawnee didn't cme, but all the kids kan 
C h a w  c a ~  t o  Aubum and all  the Thayer kids went to A u b u m  to hi& 
school. 

Q: It ms like a consolidated school? 

A: Yes, but Chatham was out of the township, but still those kids cane 
fmn Chatham. They cam on interurban [train] . 
Q: Did they have to pay tuition? 

A: No, because you didn't have the distributive fund then, issued by the 
state that supported your schools. =re was local taxation. 

Q: So then you are entering a new area and a new school and it certainly 
wasn't anything like that om-roan school house you w r e  in. h t  e r e  
sane of your feelings about going t o  a big school w i t h  a lo t  of kids? 

A: Well, it didn't bother IIE and I don't W it bothered most kids 
fran the country. 

Q: Fbw did you get back and forth kan school? 

A: Buggy, horse and buggy. I never did ride a horse to school. 

Q: M d  you ever ride a horse? 

A: yes, I had to ride a horse, but I never rode to  school. And a 
nmbr of times, I ' d  say a lot of t k s ,  I walked across the f ie ld  and 
catch the interurban wer &re, just a half mile across t o  the interurban, 
and all the Thayer kids d d  be on the interurban sing to school. So 
it msn't any problem, really. You get an interurban, they drove through 
there abaut every half t.llxu: in those days and if it m s  night, all you 
had to do w s  light a match and they'd stop for you. 

Q: Is that rwt? 
A: & yes. 

Q: k11, is this more like a l i t t le streetc 
abast? 

ar or train that m're talking 

A: W11, dcm't yau knuw the interurban that w s  right over here? 

Q: W e l l ,  I do remsnber the tracks, but what I rcraffnbp_r was frewt cars. 

A: W11, this was an electric car lilce a streetcar. It run al l  the w y  
£ran St. LOAS to Charpip and north to Peoria. 



Q: So it d d  just stop dxrever anyone. needed a rick? 

A: & yes, and they stopped a t  the crossing. You'd take your milk over 
there and put it on a stand there. Put your milk on there, They'd stop 
and pi& up youx milk. It was good service really. 

Q: They take it t o  the mrket for you? 

A: To Springfield t o  the dairy. 

Q: Then all the farmrs brought their milk t o  the interurban and they 
stopped and picked tha t  up, and a t  did you have, a label on it, on the 
milk can? 

A: Yau had a rmmber on it and your nane on the can. 

Q: They could keep track? 

A: Sure, then in la ter  years a truck wuld care by y o u  house and pick 
it up and take it into Springfield or sametirnes sam of the trucks mt 
to  Litchfield t o  the creamery down there, but after that,  there WIS very 
little rdlk taken t o  the interurban, you haw, to be taken in. 

Q: Did yau have time t o  participate in any of t-3ze sports in school? 

A: I played football and basketball. 

Q: Did they play against other toms? 

A: & yes, lot mre than they do nw. I& used t o  go t o  Lincoln, Pam, 
Taylonrille, Carlhville, Gillespie,  Pittsfield, as far aver as Pittsf ield,  
and tihe schedule m s  longer than it is now. We always played till Thanksgivling, 
had games scheduled till Thanksgiving. 

Q: I'll bet saxe of those games you had sncw mybe and sleet? 

A: ah yes, tbe g r d  d d  be froze hard. bk always played Fbverly on 
' Ihanksg ia  Day, either there or here. 

Q: Ikrw did you travel then? 

A: Depending on how far rn m s  going, like we e n t  to  Pam, KE? had a 
couple of kids in school that had old W e 1  T Fords and w ' d  t ry to make 
it there in than, i f  they run that far. (laughs) It was quite a problem. 
Take a can or sack of corn meal do% in case the radiator star ted leaking, 
we'd pour corn rraeal in it, water it up again, and go on. But like if rn 
=re going no fkther than D i v e r n o n ,  m ' d  go i n  a carriage. 

Q: Wmany  could go in a carriage? 

A: S i x ,  it'd a d  you, but you could plt six in it. Caurse, you had t o  
hawe t k  unifornrs and that took up sme roan. Six WLS all yau could get 
in a carriage. 
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Q: Wat kind of social activit ies did they have? You ever have a school 
dance? 

A: kll, yes 
at that tlme. 
really msn' t 
dancehallw 

and no, t h e  =S sare objection to dancing in the school 
Wlen, they didn't dance rmch in the school, did they? It 
a cCnmon practice. If you e n t  to a dance, wll they had a 
aver the restaurant on the =st side of the square, aver 

the old re skant  there m the mst side of the square in Aubum. Then, 
of courae, Irvin Park w s  out there then and there mre dances out there 
all the time, wren' t  many ldds that went aut there. 

Q: You m e  a kid when Irvin Park was out there? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Can you r d r  anything about i t ?  Where m s  it located? 

A: Well, yau knuw where Cherry Grave School m s ?  Wd1, you lazm where 
Panther Creek Mine is? You don't lam Illuch, do you? 

Q: You have t o  realize that I'm ern MLsscwri. You have to show rm all 
these things. 

A : Co out on Route 104 to,  I 'm sure you huw &ere the Stude&r farm 
is out there. W z l l ,  there's a schoolhouse nmsde into a house that: sits 
right there. kll , Irvin Park m s  dam east to the railroad and back to 
the left. It ms in a mods there and it ws just a dance pavilion and 
then later on they had a, on north of that they had a m h d n g  area. It 
ww a pand, is what it was, They had bath hauses and that sort of thing. 

Q: You could go outs there for a picnic, i f  you wanted to? 

A: & yes, and they did alluw its use for that purpose. 

Q: Did people cane £ran all around? 

A: Ebery place, there w e  no restrictions, 

Q: Did they hire bands? 

A: Sure, and the pool was used a lot. They came Eran all aver for that, 
because it WS, ym knm, just msn't  smthimg that ycru find everyplace 
and I don't suppose naw a days you could aperate it, because no f i l t e r s ,  
nothing 1% that, you knw, just j q  in the water, that w.s it. They 
did plt a lo t  of sand and gravel out in an area you kmw, before the pond 
bBs filled. 

Q: W11, doesn't Virden have sort of a pond like that right now *re 
kids swim? 

A: Yes, but that was a mine mtering. 

Q: But they did allm that. 



A: Yes, they swm out there, didn't they? Then they got a new pool, 
haven' t they? 

Q: W l l ,  I think so, I don't Inrcm where it is. 

A: It's in the =st end of tom out in the wst park. 

Q: So, did you gaduate f i rm A u b u r n  High School? 

A: Yes .  

Q: About hrxJ old wre you then? 

Q: So 1922, World War I was already over? 

Q: But: can you remmber anything at all about k r l d  War I? 

A: W e l l ,  nothing in particular only that you just knew that  it was going 
on and a l l  the young people around =re being drafted and going into the 
service and . . . 
Q: Did you have any friends that =re in the service or did you have any 
relatives? 

A: No, I didn't have any friends my age that w l d  have been in, because 
they d d n '  t have been old enough, but it took all of our hired men, I 
know that. And w had to hire different help. lhen dwn the war was 
over, they cam back and wmt to mrk again for us. 

Q: I understand that during that th there m s  a terrible flu epidemic, 
do you ramhr anything about that? 

A: That was in 1918, I guess. I think it was. Eberybody at our hause 
had it but me, I remaher that ,  and had it bad, And I ma trapping in 
the winte~ and catching a l o t  of skunks, and the doctor told IIE that was 
the reasan I didn't fet it , because that scent of the skunk on me. 
(laughs) But I didn t have the flu. The rest of the family did. 

Q: But people did die Eran that epidemic during that t h ?  

A: CR kavem yes, many, many, many peaple did. I guess that was wxse 
than any flu they've had since that tirrre, course now they can vaccinate 
for it which they couldn't do then or didn't do. 

Q: a t  was Auburn like during your high school days, can you remaher? 
Did they have big f i sh  frys then? 



A: W e l l ,  on the Fourth of July and Labor Day they muld have and after I 
got out of school, nhile I w on the fire district board for fourteen 
years, and = had fish f r y s  to raise mney enough to buy a fire engine. 

Q: Lhm did you f i r s t  go on the fire district? 

A: I was one of the organizers. 

Q: You *re an organizer. Can you tell me about sane of the things that 
you did then? h t  w the fire d e p a r m t  like up to  that point? 

A: Retty -r zero. I can remanber my dad had a rmf fire out there 
ahead of this time and they had a W e 1  T that had a prPPper on it and it 
started mt to the fire and got to the yard fence and d i d  and never did 
get it started. We put the roof fire out by carrying water up on ladders 
wd pourin+ it on the house. 'Ihe old plnp just gave out, the old Ford 
did. That s the kLnd of service e had at that tine, but GJhen e o r g a n i d  
the fire district, w had all these different functions, and w had a 
very 1- tax rate assessawt, but = raised m y  £ran the district to 
buy a Eire engine. I don't r d r  what it cost m, not too nu&. I ' d  
say less than five thousand dollars. And later on ve got a tanker that 
d d  take vater like to the country, If you wnt t o  a country fire, you 
could take a thowarad gallons of ater w i t h  you in case the ~ 1 1  w m t  dry 
or sanething. 

Q: Who else was w i t h  you on the fixst organizing cussxiittee? 

A: Well, Fred Harms, k e d  Warrrrs and Estle Shutt and I a r e  the f i r s t  
£ b e  nmhr district. We =re the organizers of the dis t r ic t .  Ouw 
attorney was Clifford Blunk fran Sprmgfiield. J3e was Eomrly of Virden. 
He w s  an attorney dam there for a while, but he handled a l l  of our 
legal problems. You how i t  was really quite a problem t o  organize a 
fire district because, ~ 1 1 ,  it kas like durn I was president of the high 
school b a r d  when w organized the unit district. That wm another 
problem, because people, getting people in the country accustated to  the 
idea of riding a bus and having all the kids transported to town, you 
knm, you had a lot  of resentment, but rn mrked on it. 

Q: Hm old =re you then, Bud? 

A: I was out of school. I think e organized the fire distr ic t  in 1946, 
I believe. I think I've got a plaque in  there that they gave me for 
being on the district for so lag, and I think it was given to me in 
1965. 

Q: You FJere very busy, then. You =re on the school board and you e r e  
also tryirg to organize a fire district? 

A: kll, by the time w had the unit district caaae along m =re, w had 
this pretty -11 set up. We wren't having any problems w i t h  that, but 
just ahead of that, I was assessor for seven years too in Auburn tomship. 
I almys found smthing to  do whether it amounted to anything or not. 

Q: Psld at the saw time you =re farming? 



A: Sure. 

Q: kt's  go back to getting t h i s  new fire truck. bhat =re scrne of the 
first t h h p  you had to do? Did you incorporate sure help? 

A: To buy it ~ h n e  had c d t t e e s .  

Q: Yau evidently got several people to join in on this project? 

A: Rgh McGill was one of the main oms that really wnt forward with 
the mw-t. In fact, he donated m y  out of his pocket toward the 
purchase of that engine. 

Q: And who is Hu& F k G i l l ?  Wt did he do here in Anxbusn? 

A: W e l l ,  he retived here, He kas a fomr senator, state senator. 

EM of Side TW, Tape One 

Q: Bud, you were tel l ing m about Hugh M c G i l l .  You said that he ms a 
fornrw state senator add also a teacher, yau thou&t. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Wen did he CUIE to Auburn? 

A: Wll, he came after he retired. I didn't kmw him in his early life, 
he was at xetirerrrent age shen he cam to Auburn. Ik m s  raised in Aubuzn, 
in the &burn area and the McGills wed a farm nortlxest of Auburn. 
Xhat's &ere Imes lived all those yeaxs. 

Q: So he helped w i t h  the organizing of t h i s  fire district? 

A: And t 2 e  library. 

Q: And the library. 

A: Yes, he ~nlils real interested in both of them. 

Q: So, &at wre scme of the first t h i q p  you had to do before you could 
get your Eke truck? 

A: Y m  had to raise the m y .  

Q: Qkay, so what e r e  sum of the things you did to raise the m y ?  

A: Many, mny different things, Anything that d d  make a little 
m q ,  m tried it. k had fish kies and chicken fries and on holidays, 
like Faurth of July or Labor Day, we'd have picnics and served the whole 
bit, yrm knaw. 



Q: The wives cam and helped too? 

A: & sure. k had plenty of help, plenty of help. Alwys . 
Q: And everybody just cane and had a @ tim and contributed? 

A: %re. It was just, ell they contributed to the buying of the food, 
yau knrrw. It wis kind of a slow process, but it worked out. & nde 
enaugh m y  to buy a Eire truck. 

Q: I.bw long did it take you? 

A: A little over a year. 

Q: Mll  , that wasn't bad at all. To raise five thousand dollars. 

A: In t h  mantlme, vie had sure donations too, other than just what E 
raised fran th functions. 

Q: Wre did this fire truck caw fran? Where did you have to buy it? 

A: At Red Bud, Illinois. That's d m  southeast of S t .  Lrruis. 

Q: Did you go dam to pick it up? 

A: Vernon did. 

Q: IJe i a s  on the fire district at that time? 

A: He was fire chief. 

Q: He was fire chief? He nust have been fire chief for m y  years .  

A: k was, Long, long titlle; and the tanker e bought at Arthur, that's 
wer inJ the . . . 

A: Adsh c-, east of Decam. They have a plant over there where 
they h i l d  -, fire tanks, tanks for Eire trucks and that's &re w 
boue4ht: that. 

Q: M d  pi have to hawe smre mre £w&aising t o  get that tanker? 

A: No, we raised that through taxation, 

A: k raised that thrw taxation. 
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Q: Did this have to  cane t o  a vote t o  the citizens of the fire district? 

A: OR yes. 

Q: And once it passed . . . I suppose it passed right away? 

A: It passed the f i r s t  tim it m s  voted on, and after it m s  formed and 
had been accepted and everything, w viere able to levy a tax then. Like 
yau muld have on the library board. That way w? had a l i t t l e  mney. 
Well, w! built the fixehouse too at  the sarrre t b ~ ,  dam there back of 
Percys, you lam where the old firehouse is, Lk bui l t  that, I think 
that cost thirty-five hmdred dollars and I believe they paid eighty- 
seven hundred for that one, the new one they bought on the east side. 

Q: Bud, I don't wan t o  change the subject; but I did read same old 
Auburn naJspapers and it sort of indicated that there w s  a tennis court 
r w t  almg in that area surewhere where that firehouse is. Do you 
r&r anything a t  all about that? 

A: kll, the kids used t o  play tennis in there, right on that corner lot 
there. 

Q: Right there on the corner lot? 

A: They had tennis courts there, and they had another court d m  there, 
and I believe it ws on the lot that Charlie Beatty lives on. They had a 
tennis cchurt there too at one time. 

Q: k11, I don't wer ramnber seeing the t e n n i s  court, so I was wondering 
if the firehouse a s  built right on that area. 

A: QI a part of it, It d d n ' t  have been built on all of it. FJe 
bought that whole comer really, and hilt the firehouse on the south 
side of the lo t ,  and then mintained the lo t  through the years; and I 
don't kmw if they've ever sold that lot  or not. Is that still vacant? 
The rest, the l o t  frm the firehouse t o  t h  street  . . . on towards the  
school? It's still vacant, isn ' t  it? 

Yes. 

I believe the Eire district still oms that. 

ZZlis m s  a volunteer Eire depar-t? 

Right. 

About huw rrrany m did you have &en you f i r s t  got your truck? 

k t y - t w o  men? That's very good, isn ' t  it? 

Yes, course they couldn't all be called out a t  one time. 
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Q: Wll ,  haw -re they called out? By the siren? 

A: Yes, PE had a siren and WE had a phone system lnade up through the 
General Telephone Ccnrpany that wuld ring each fireman, you how, at 
their hause, but: the fixst notice m s  off of the siren that WAS on top of 
the old surface building there on the square. 

Q: Naw, a lot of these volunteers worked r w t  in A u h m .  Is that 
correct? And e r e  able to leave their jobs? They more or less had 
permission Eran theh employers for instance and they =re free to leave 
whenever there was an wrgency? 

A: Yes. mere w s  no problem at all ,  W the Eire F.IJhistle tent off, 
the firanen took off. Naw, s a ~  of the volmteers mybe d d  be wrking 
in Springfield or samething. ?hey c d d n '  t . That ' s why YOU had, t o  have 
mre than just what you d d  need, y m  hmw, to go on a truck. Because 
there muld  be times when they w l d n ' t  a l l  be available, and you had 
extras for that purpose. 

Q: A lot of nr;n that mrked outside of town, in Springfield, w l d  cane 
during the nighttime probably? 

A: (Jh yes. They'd be right there. 

Q: b y  more or less just dropped everything and headed for the firehause. 
Is that correct? Or did any of than head for the fire area? 

A: 'Ihey had a system amng thanselves. I believe the chief writ first 
and the fellow on the truck, that t the truck, d d  be next and 
they d d  be right behind the chief, headed for whatever direction the 
Eire m s ,  and there d d  be extra firemen that d d  go t o  pick up the 
bse and maybe stretch out the hose or -thing like that. They muldn' t 
all be directly involved on the fire trudk,  because there's a lot of mrk 
araund a Eire besides just that. 

Q: They probably had a few fire drills, too, didn't they? 

A: Yes, they had schooling and that sort of thing. It was a e l l  equipped 
fire departmnt really. 

Q: Bud, when I f iret  moved to  Auburn and had very small children, that 
lot where the Baker C;hevrolet has their used cars, there w a big a i t e  
hate there, end it was scheduled for them to bum that d m  and the fire 
&par- usad that as a practice, and they tent in and picked up a 
dmay that had been placed in there. My children got the false impression 
that firmEn set fires. 

A: Cb, is that right? 

Q: l b y  *re very small 
that very mch, and they 
a vexy interesting d r i l l  
thm in action. 

and they didn' t understand, but they remabered 
got the false iqression, but I thought that m s  . The townspeople -re able to ccme and watch 



A: Sure, W l l ,  they still do that. I think they're suppose to have a 
training session like that . . . once a yeax, if they can find samthing 
available, you lmm. Because they Eight fires w i t h  so m y  different 
things naw, as canpared w i t h  dmt they did in the early days. They used 
water and that m s  about it, but m they've got a l l  different chemicals, 
you law, that they used on different types of f i res ,  like gasoline, they 
used fom instead of mter. k t e r  w i l l  actually spread a gasoline fire. 
Just the pressure of the water w i l l  b l w  the £lams, you knw, but foam 
w i l l  k i l l  it right naw. It's improved a lot aver the years, of course. 

Q: Did you hear Pat Ward tell about the latest  discovery that the f i re  
d e p a r m t  has? 

A: I didn't, no. 

Q: %re is a chemical that w i l l  just  put it out in a matter of just a 
few mimtes. It's absolutely miraculous, and they're very happy t o  have 
discwered it. 

A: bes it smother it, is that what  it does or how does it put it aut? 

Q: It is a chemical that is applied, and I guess just mthers it, so 
i t 's  care a long w y ,  I guess. 

A: Yes, it d d  have. 

Q: I guess you saw s a w  pretty tragic fires, 

A: I can't reamber any big fires in Auburn, during the time I've been 
a r d  this part of the country. 

Q: Ib you r d r  the f i r e  that Dr. Driver m s  killed in? 

A: No, I don't. b was he? 

Q: Iik lived on Winanan Street, across &an Wiet tos  in that area. I 
r d r  seeing the flarnes at night, when I wke up during the night, and 
I heaxd the fire engjne, and I looked out and this house was canpletely 
in fl- and he died in that fire. 

A: I just  don't ramribex that. 

Q: It WIS probably about fifteen years ago maybe. 

A: M11, you lived there by the h then? 

Q: Yes. There are probably m y  men that are still connected w i t h  the 
Eire deparmt? 

A: Not  too many f rom back like a it w s  organized, The £kmm~ls =re 
real active in it, all three of than, dl the tirne that they were here 
really. 



Q: About h m  long was Vernon McMillan associated with the f i re  department? 

A: Wl, he ~s on the fire department when E organized, he wis on when 
they had the ci ty  fire, just the truck, you huw,  that sort of thing and 
they didn't go outside the city, but they wren't supposed to; but occasionally 
they did, but he was on the Eire deparmnt , God, I don't haw how many 
years. He w m when w organized the dis t r ic t ,  I knm that, and that 
probably d d  have been around 1947, 1946 or 1947, sm&hing like that; 
and he had been on a while at that t-, in fact he w s  selling fire 
equipmt . 
Q: Ch, k was selling fire eguipnent? 

A: k did for years. 

Q: b t?mt his business? 

A: No, he a in the drugstore here. 

Q: Ch, he was in the drug business? 

A: With Surface. There on the comer. 

Q: Doc Surface. bkre they kin to each other? 

A: No, I don't, I don't think so. He married Surface's daughter. 

Q: That was his father-in-law? 

A: Yes. I'm not so sure whether she m s  a daughter actually or an 
adopted dau.&ter. But anyway, Elsie wis the girl that he married and her 
rune ms Surface. 

Q: W l l  , Jfud, I know you can be very p r d  of your participation i n  this 
very -thy cause, and you've probably sea  lo ts  of improvarents over the 
years, in the fire deparbnent; but it is still volunteer, is that correct? 

A: It is still volunteer, and it is tax supported, U c h  they didn't 
have until rn organized the fire district. Lk didn't have any authority 
t o  raise money for the fire departxent a t  that time. mt mney they 
got, they got fran the ci ty ,  but after it t:s organized, then you had to 
go to the camtry, Well, of course, naturally, you had to have taxation 
to support it, and I p s s  w had, w probably have now as large a fire 
clbtrrict aa anyone in this south part of the c m t y  and I think as g d ,  
or maybe better, d e p a r m t  . It vies alwys a question about the location 
of the firehause. The people on the east side of the track, Lf they got 
a Eire and there happened to be a long train going through, you know, you 
couldn't get there too fast, you had t o  d t  for the train to go by. 

Q: That could be a very frustrating aperience. 

A: Ahd they always objected t o  it, because they w e  paying taxes the 
same as they Ere on the other side, but you couldn't have the one firehouse 
on both sides, so a few years back they decided to  buy that Harris Build*, 
you lam &ere it is now? 
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Q: 'Ihat's on Highmy 104, east of thk track. 

A: W t .  That gave than access to both sides of the town and the 
country too, really. It's a lot better, Expensive, but things are 
erspensive that are good, I guess. 

Q: 'Ihe firemen n m  war these pagers too, so that they can know a i c h  
fixe truck is going to go out probably, bther it's one fran the one 
department or whether it's me £ran east of the tracks. 

A: I don't knowmch abaut that pager system, but it wrks and it's rea l  
great, I think. 

Q: W11, Bud, let's go back just a little b i t  to your graduation from 
hi& school. Tihat m s  graduation like in those days? 

A: I guess about like, I don't knm how they do it now. 

Q: Did you weax a cap and gown? 

A: Ch sure. ell, yes. 

Q: And yaur family cam? 

A: Sure. 

Q: Did they give you gif ts? 

A: Sure, the parents did, of course. 

Q: So, you're out of high school now and you're going into fanning with 
your &d? 

A: Yes, and teaching school. 

Q: And you're going to teach school too. 

A: I started teaching in the fall of 1922 when I graduated in m y ,  in 
the spring. I started taching that fall. 

Q: k11, that's mderful . Jhw did you decide to go into that? 

A: Oh, I don't knclw. Just . . . 
Q: Did sanebody cane to you and say vie d a teacher? 

A: Na, I had a friend and rn =re undecided on nhat m wanted to do, and 
that spring before school was out, rn decided to take the teacher's 
examinatim. We did and m passed. Then between the tinae VE Ere ready, 
w h e w  =re going to pass, ~ 1 1  1 had a school located that I c d d  
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get and he did too; but w decided w ' d  take an exam for a railroad mil 
clerk. So ve mt to Carlinville and took that examihation and w both 
passed and before v e  staxted teaching w got a notice,you haw, m had a 
job as a railroad mail clerk; but our schools w e  close in the area and 
the neighborhood, so ve just started teaching and w liked it. 

Q: I4-a m this other person? 

A -st Matcher and he's dead naw. 

Q: But he also wis a school teacher? 

A: Y e s ,  

Q: What e r e  your first days like at your new school, as a teacher? 

A: I suspect it mQht have been a little tunmil, I don't hw, I don't 
xamber any problms at all. 

Q: Yau had all yous b k s  ready to go? 

A: Oh, yes. lhe progran was determined by the c m t y  superintendent of 
schools, at that t b  and, of course, and before you started, yau had to 
go to Springfield and pick up all  the equ ipn t  yau needed, yau huw. 

Q: W e  yau responsible for heating the building? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And how was it heated? 

A: Coal stove, a big coal, e l l ,  you d d  almst call it a furnace, I 
guess, but it w r ~  an upright stove that sat in the back of the hause and 
there =re no vents or anything like that, it F J ~ S  just, &atever heat you 
created muld float a r d  over the roan. 

Q: Wre there any funny l i tt le happenings during th is  the? Anything 
aluJsixlg? 

A: No, I dm' t remember anything special, of course, I think I said v e  
had school functions at this l i tt le schoolhouse, That ww the center of 
the entertaixmmt in the neighborhood, you know. W had dances and 
dimers and things like that; but I don't x d r  anything special. 

Q: Did p u  have spelling bees or anything of that? 

A: Well, just mng the kids at school. 

Q: Just ammg the kids. You didn't caupte? 

A: 1 did have a track team at one time, a i l e  I m s  teaching, and took 
tban to Pleasant Plains to a track m t .  I had somt Wds in school that 
-re big amup$ and pretty god  athletes really, and I played w i t h  them 
and helped then . . . tried to, and w had good luck wer there really. 



Bob W W d o  m s  one of those kids that mnt on that, that's around here 
that: anyone d d  huw. 

Q: D i d  you and Ilubert sort of get together and exchange ideas ever? 

A: Oh, about every day. 

Q: a, about every day. 

A: (laughs) Yes .  He taught down in the county l ine  and I taught right 
over here back of the farm, and he'd cane by after school, and w ran 
around together really, and e =re raised together pretty much. He 
lived well, you hm where the first little house is across the railroad 
£ran twlve,  nlrnber twlelve, rnlve green, thirteen tee? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Just across the railroad in the house there? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: h t  whole family was raised there. lhere E r e  a bunch of kids.  bk 
used to swim dom here. There w s  a d m  here, right back of the swimnhg 
pool that's d m  here now and w ' d  swim dmm there during the sumertirne. 
All the kids in the neighborhood did. 

Q: &. Talking about that area, Bud, do you ever remenkr any Indian 
mxlnds a r d  here? 

A: ell, the only one that I ever, that vas ever supposed t o  be, was 
right where number fourteen tee is. You how on that high place there by 
the railrmd by fourteen tee. Now I never had any reason t o  think that 
it ms, but the Hatchers that I mentioned there, lived there a l l  through 
t k  years, and they claim that that w s  an Indian mxmd,and when VE Ere 
building the golf course, ue found quite a few arrows scattered around in  
that area. By moving so rmch d i r t ,  you b o w ,  you dug dow~ and one muld 
shaw up occasionally. 

Q: Did qnrm save 

A: Oh, I've got 

Q: mat kind of 

any of them? 

three or four of them in there, I think, 

Indians do you think lived in this area? 

A: I really don't lam. I suppose mybe the I l l i n i ,  I don't buw. 
Would you think? Most likely. I don't h c w  any history that m l d  point 
out &at Indians d d  live in this area. 

Q: Bud, when did yau 

A: Helen, when did I 
her-I wnt  t o  school 

meet your wife? 

met you? It t a s  1924 or 1925. %en did I r c e t  
with her. 



Q: Oh, you mnt to school w i t h  her? 

Q: that w s  Helen's maiden nam? 

A: Sudan. 

Q: Did p u  date Helen *ile ywu Ere in school? 

A: No, no, I never did date Helen until after I was out of school, and I 
gwse she was wt of school. She w s  mrking in Springfield. 

Q: *re did she mrk in  Spring£ield? 

A: I don't lcncrw the name of that insurance ccmpany ncrw. 

Q: For an insurance canparry. 

A: kt, she wrked for an insurance capany. She'd b o w .  But she drove 
back and forth. I guess rn started going together around Chcristmstine 
in 1924 or 1925, mybe 1925 or 1926. I'm not sure FJhich. 

Q: How long did yau date before you got married? 

A: About a year. 

Q: About a year? And *en did you get mrried? 

A: 1927. 

Q: bhat t lme of year w s  that? 

A: June. 

Q: In June? - Where did you get married? 

A: In the &Mist Church at Auburn. 

Q: Can you describe that day? 

A: Oh, that ws a lot of fun. 

Q: Was it a hot day? 

A: It w bot. I'll guarantee you, it m s  hot, and it m s  a small 
wdding. We had tbe d d h g  there at the church, and then Helen and I 
and n q  sister and I don't believe she m s  married. It was Ralph Easley. 
Y m  r d r  him. That w her husband. Well, anyway e mt to the St. 
N i c  br dinner after the wdding. Then, Helen and I wmt on a trip d m  
South. Ma tent. to Kentucky and through eastern Tennessee. 

Q: RLd you stop and see your relatives dawn there in Kentucky? 
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A: CR yes. bk stopped on the way through. 

Q: And then yrru ~ n ~ n t  on d m  into Tennessee? 

A: Yes, We were gone about a wek, I guess. Scmething lik that. 

A: 'Ihe first place e lived was . . . ylou haw where Mason Snow lives? 
Right south of the Standard Station there i n  Auburn. 

Q: Ch, yes. On fifth Street? 

A: Yes. We lived the next b e  south of them. 

Q: Well, you lived on South Fifth Street, Now =re you stil l  teaching 
school? 

A: NO. I quit teaching when I got wried. 

Q: You quit teachbg when you got married? h t  did you start doing 
then? Full time farming? 

A: Farming, farming, right. 

Q: But you lived in tam. You didn' t have animals maybe, Wre you able 
to take care of your a n h l s  by , . . 
A: Oh, sure. I had to  cane back and forth to  mrk everyday anyway. 

Q: You rmst have had to get up pretty early. 

A: But m didn't live in there mre than tw or three mths. Then w 
w e d  south or a s t  of Thayer, in that house as yau CUE out of TZlayer 
and all  the way up to, almost t o  the corner on the south s ide of the 
road. There's a house there. FJe lived there, I guess unti l  the next 
spring, and then rn moved in the house that is torn dam m, on the fam 
that Jim Earnrs; on that 80 there. & =re there until 1935, and then w 
bought t h i s  farm and m e d  here and jut stayed here. W w e d  three, 
four times, didn't e, Helen? She probably doesn't remember either. 

Q: Wat =re sane of the social act iv i t ies  for young married couples? 
Did y m  run a r d  w i t h  srme other young married couples? 

A: &s. U had plenty of social life. lk wmt  t o  Springfield an awful 
lot to shaw and dances. 

Q: Speaking of the s h ,  Bud, do you r d r  gaing to your very first 
&el 

A: Yes, I dont t r&r anything about it; but I remember going. It 
w at Taylorville and it was a nickelodeon. 
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Q: Just a nickel? 

A: Just a nickel, 

Q: h d  they had scrmeone who played the piano 

A: They had music, yes. 

45 

, did they? 

Q: And d m  things got more exciting, the nusic m l d  get louder and 
faster? 

A: ks. But: that's the only picture show of that type that I was ever 
in. I did go w i t h  the folks one Saturday afternoon. 

Q: Did Auburn have any m i e  houses? 

A: Yes. There w an old mvie house betmen the A & P and Faust's. I 
don't r d r  what they called the darn thing now. Bijoe, I believe. 
Then, I guess the next one m s  the one Ora hilt, Mrs. Searles. There on 
the corner, across £ran the tavern. That was real nice for those days. 
It operated for a long, long tine. Then, Htchells built the new 
one, and Ora closed hers up and i t ' s  s t i l l  sitting there. 

Q: W, you =re probably just a teenager prohibition w s  voted in, 
becare a law. Do you ramher haw it affected any of the people in 
Aubolrn? 

A: Ihe d y  thing that I d d  ranember, and how about, is that w s  
when the bootlegging sfxcted. 

Q: Was there quite a b i t  of that in Auburn? 

A: Ch ~ s ,  yes. 

Q: bst people Ere just miking their own at hme, b b r e w  then? 

A: The foreigners did al l  the tim, Wine and hambrew, 

Q: So you could get it any time you wanted it? 

A: Oh, ~ s .  It was there. You mi&t have to sneak around a l i t t l e  bit. 

Q: But the saloons had to close d m ?  

A: Right. 

Q: And there used to be a lot of saloons in Auburn. 

A: I think seven or eight. Maybe Haard told you, but there =re a 
bunch of them. ?here mxe seven in Thayer an Main Street, right d a m  
thraugh the middle of tom. 

Q: Bud, did you ever hear any rumrs about sane Chicago gangsters hiding 
mt in this area? 



A: kl1 , the only thing I knew about that, Shirley, ws a group of 
Wcago people, supposedly Cape's  h h h m - ~  or &atever operated a big 
still wer here where Grmits live. A big still ,  one of the biggest in 
this country, They had w o e s  in there doing the wwk, and they had 
vats built in the basaent. I don't ~ C I W  whether you've ever been in 
that house or not, but the vats are still there. 

Q: No, but it 's a big home built way back in a woded area. Is that 
correct? 

A: Yes. The vats are still there, The ba-t was divided up into 
different vats md that's &re they had the mash. They made White Mule . . . Alcohol. That's what they rnade. The truck m l d  cane in a t  night 
and haul it out. They wnt  t o  micago, or that 's the mrd E had around 
here, and I ' m  sure it 's right. They hauled it in five gallon cans. It 
was a big operation. They had the mter piped up f i r m  the creek to use 
in their mash and that wasn't too healthy, but that didn't make any 
di£ference, they E r e  making dcohol out of it v y ,  

Q: Was there m y  violence during that the? 

A: Not there. 

Q: Did the police get involved with any of this? 

A: T21e only t h  they =re ever involved in it, that I h u w  anything 
about, w s  *en I was teaching school. Jim Mafirdo was on the Board of 
Directors. He lived there &re Jim [Nuchols] lives. His brother wis 
c-y sheriff, deputy, not sheriff. 'IZle deputy called J h  k&do and 
said the still d d  be raidad late that evening. h n  I carne hare, Jim 
Macbrdo called n~ and said they Ere going t o  raid the s t i l l ;  t o  cane 
dom and I did. W E got over there, the raid m s  over and everything 
had been cleaned out. 'Ihe deplty told us that anything w wanted around 
there t o  take as weqthing m s  going t o  be confiscated acryway. So VE 
carried a lot of stuff across back of diere you live, across that branch 
and across where the golf course is nw, and brrxlgt.lt it to the farm down 
here and stored it in the barn. It m s  capper pipe and just things 
laying around that d d  be used. 

Q: Do you have any mamirs of that? Anything you could show? 

A: No, I wouldn't have. bk carried a lot of coke, Coke isn ' t  very 
heavy. W carried it in burlap bags. bk carried it to  the fence and rn 
had a team there, put it an that and carried it over t o  his [MacPt~rdos] 
place. Of course, that m l d  have been burnsd up. No, I don't have 
an- that ms in that, That m s  the end of it. It never started up 
any mre. 

Q: Bud, what is coke? 

A: It's like brickettes. They used it in blacksmith shops all the time, 
instead of coal. There's no smoke to it, It's real hot burning. It's 
procesed fran coal. It d d  be l h  brickettes you use in outdoor 
cookery. 



Q: Did they have a blacksmith shop h Auburn? 

Q: &re a r e  they located? 

A: [he m s  where Gyorkos garage, =st of the elevator, bemen there and 
the locker. B i l l  Hedrick had a blacksmith shop there and Ben Lewis had a 
sbp *ere Oscar Zane built his new b e  in Auburn, down fran the Wthodist 
k c h .  There on the comer. Iane baugtrt i t ,  tore it d m  and hilt his 
house. 

Q: Did yw ever go and watch the blacksmith at mrk? 

A: Wl, yes, m had occasion to take different things to be mrked on. 

Q: You took al l  your horses and nniles in to be shoed? 

A: Yes, and the sharpenhg of tools, plaw shears and that sort of thing. 

Q: IkxJ often does a horse need to be shoed? 

A: It depends on where i t ' s  wed and haw& i t ' s  used. If it's used 
on soft g r d ,  like farming, they don't wear out very fast; but, if 
they're used on the road, they do war out pretty fast. Me didn't always 
have cur horses shoed that  w used on plowed g r d .  

Q: &I d e s  have to be shoed just like the horses? 

Q: bes that hurt than? 

A: No. That old hoof's just l ike driving it into a tree, the nail. 

Q: This road out here that w call the Cerrretery Road, w that the road 
that you traveled back and forth to tom on? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Wt was it like? Did you ever get mired d m ?  

A: Oh God. w t  there at Isabelle Drive vas the mrst piece of road 
betwen arr place and Ansburn, by far, In the spring of the year, I 
remnbr a lot of t b s ,  it took faxr horses to pull an aapty w o n  
through there. It was jut like a sunp hole. 

Q: Have yau noticed in t3-e real bad, rainy wather h m  that yard still 
fills up with mter? Xn the same area? 

A: Well, in later years, on the east side of the road there is a tile 
that was put in there by one of the mad canrmlssioners, 30 or 40 years 
ago and ran tile acrogs my field dom to this pond axea and they drained 
it pretty ~ 1 1 ,  but that's s t i l l  law ground in there and i t ' s  seepy. 
lhat used to be the mrst place that I knuw of for roads, 



Q: You don't suppose there is a stream down under there? 

A: Maybe a could be. 

Q: So you had sane errperiences trying to get your wagon out of that? 

A: Q-E spring w wre help* a neighbor rove £ran across the road, f r a n  
where lived d m  south of here, to Lad. lk' d rented a £am over 
there. We'd load up the wagons in the afternoon and put four horses on 
and ptll it though that rmd hole and then leave the teapn of horses and 
wagons there, where Jim lives now, and begin again the next m i n g .  If 
w did it the afternoon before, w almys hew e tmre out in the clear 
the rmd mning. 

Q: h t  viere the streets like around the square in Auburn? What did 
they do to keep than mrre or less solid? D i d  they ever add rock and bark 
ox anything like that? 

A: I don't ranember h t  tlme they started oiling the streets in Auburn. 
I can rmmber dxm they oiled in Taylorville, and I suppose they e r e  
oiling in Auburn about the s a r ~  the. That wuld  be the only thing they 
d d  do . . . put a coat of o i l  on them, Then they got the hardroad 
th rqgh  there and I guess the pavement. That: was the year m =re married, 
I think; because they had a street dance domtom when they opened it. 
I'm not sure if that's h e n  t k y  opened the p a v m t  or opened R o u t e  4. 
It used to care thrcsugh Auburn on the =st side, and it s t i l l  does. It 
was either the openiry: of that or the pav-t around the square. 

Q: Did they still have hitching posts then? 

A: m, yes. They haven't been out of there too many years. Well, more 
than you think too, because t h  goes by so fast. It's been several 
years , . . when they redid t k  park. 

Q: &I you still ramher the old bandstand in the park? 

A: Yes. It m s  quite different fxan what this one is. It was a --story 
kind of thing. 

Q: Did the band play on the upper story? 

A: No, not that I w e r l m h r .  

Q: h t  did they use the upper story for? 

A: I ' 11 be darned if I hm'. Seem l ike they had a fire alarm up there 
or sanething. It Qesn' t seem it was used for anything. Maybe Helen 
mid knm. 

Q: Ebt it was kind of pretty? 

A : Yes, it m s  the m y  they did things in tbse days, built things. 



Q: Do you r d r  one of the first cars you ever saw in Aubium and d ~ o  
mi&t  ham omed it? 

A: Not really. The first car that I renmber very much about m s  a car 
o d  by Mrlmran that lived d m  close by Helen. He had the first car 
that I r d r  anything about. It m s  a big darn car. It w s  a EIupmobile 
or samthing like that, Right along that tirae the W e 1  T cam out. 
(snaps fingers) And they mnt just like that, Just about everyone had a 
Wl T for $500. 

Q: Nve hundred dollam. M d  that cam w i t h  a top on it? 

A: Yes, and cuytains, side curtains. 

Q: Running board? 

A: Sure, Acetylene lights. A tank that set on the running board that 
ran the lights. 

Q: D i d  you have to crank it up to get it started? 

A: Yes, that was the only way on the early oms. I got an armbroke 
cranking one, one tb. 

Q: S ~ E  of them e r e  rather reluctant to  start? 

A: W e l l ,  most of them =re and they kicked, kicked like a mule. You had 
to be very careful. You could pull up on the crank and if it kicked, it 
d d  fly out: of yaux hand. If you pushed dom on the other side and it 
kicked, it muld kick you "right out of the park. l1 They were kind of 
treacherous. It was samthing YOU jus t  lived with. 

Q: 12.len, the filling stations started up then? 

A: Yea, filling stations and garages. ksslers had the first, or that's 
where we bought our first Ford I remember. lhat *re there in the 
Pemingbn Building, there on the comer, across fran Nicholl 's Store. 

Q: W e  ht ty ' s  liuplacent used to be? 

A: Yes, Kesslers m e d  that at one tirrre, and had a funeral parlor there 
and tk cau: business. The funeral parlor was back in the east side of 
it. 

Q: They =re nmning all  tbse things at once? 

A: bs. Then later they mrved the parlor to &re Rua's Store 
is w. a'len, that ws the funeral parlor for ahile. 

Q: Right on the northeast side of the square, then? 

A: Right, 



Q: Is there any of that: family left? 

A: The Kesslers . . , 
Q: Is Jane W o w  a descendent of this k s s k  family? 

A: She is a Kessler. Jane m s  brris kssler's daughter. Arthur and 
Pbrris were the tw boys and the old man's name w s  B. K. kssler, B. L. 
Kessler I believe it m s .  B'le of the boys is at Cbmpaigg, a brother to  
Jane. Ele had an article in the paper a couple of weks ago about the 
reduction in the legislature, He had an ar t ic le  or a letter t o  Joe. 
That m s  one of the Kesslers. 

Q: k t  did you think of Franklin D. Rmsevelt? 

A: I thought he a s  great. 

Q: Before you =re married, the =re not allowd t o  vote. Do you 
r e  ~EII that law c a u ~  though? Did your mther go to vote? 

A: She wasn't too excited about it. I think she probably did go t o  
vote; but mt ever having voted, it didn't e x i t @  country people. It 
might have people in the c i ty ,  I don't how. There w s  no big stir about 
it aut in the ccnmtry. k almys voted at 'Ihayer. 

Q: Yau =re old amugh t o  vote for Franklin D, Roosevelt? 

A: (h yes, Sure, that w.8 in 1932 that he took office. The election 
was in the fall. 

EM of Side b, Tape Tbm 

Q: Bud, I would like to  talk to  you a little b i t  about the c d t y  of 
Auburn and the fact that there wre never any black people who settled 
here to my badedge. Ib yau r d r  i f  there e r e  any black families 
who lived in m n ?  

A Not to my budedge, no, If there =re, I didn't h o w  anything about 
it, There - in Viwden, but here, I don't think so. 

Q: Eken today, I don't larclw of any black families who live here. 

A: k e  is, isn ' t  there? I thaght there ms one black child in  school. 

Q: Perhaps there is. What do you think Auburn's feelings are nuw tawaxd 
black people? b yrxl think this d d  b an accepted thing? If suddenly 
a black camunity develuped? 

Q: Just an area of Ahurn where they set up k s  and w e d  in. Do you 
think anpone d d  be upset about that? 
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A: I don' t know. I dm' t think they d d  be upset abut it, but I 
don't knm huw they d d  be accepted. Really, for o m  or tm families 
to rswsve jnto any area, I don't know how they d d  be happy being there, 
because they d d  be alone and they don't mix that mll. But as far as 
being resentful towards it--I don't think so. 

Q: Have you m3t the new V i e m s e  family that lives in Auburn? 

A: No, I haven't. How long have they been here? 

Q: They've been here about: a year and a half. They seem to be accepted 
pretty ~ 1 1 .  

A: ere  they sponsored by s a ~  group or -one? 

Q: Originally, yes, they w e  sponsored by a couple of people, and that 
didn't seem to wxk out too -11. He w r k d  over here at the farm where 
they have the horses, right behind you here, 

A: (21 yes, John Hamom. 

Q: Then he started mrkiag for the county supewisor on the roads. He' s 
now employed at Dickey-John. He is an intelligent person, but he has a 
language problem. 'key've been taking Ehglish, and he's adjusted pretty 
well. The Baker family, the Patterson family, and several other families 
have k l p e d  them along. 

A: Well, I r d r  that fellm being over there. In fact, he painted 
the faxes over there last sprhg. I saw him doing that. k t ,  I didn't 
even kncrw they Ere still here, I didn't how anything about the 
arrangerrrent: or mything. 

Q: 'Ihey live &ere Mohlexs used to live. 

A: Out here in the country thm? 

Q: S J e l l ,  the point: of the co~liversation is--do you think there is any 
racial discrimination? 

A: I d d n ' t  think so, Shirley. I don't believe there wuld be. I 
don't h a v  why there d d  be, if they Ere decent people. Surely there's 
a place for them. 

Q: Mcay, let's talk a l itt le about--do you rEmPsnhP.r a t  you =re doing 
and t h  way YOU felt the day of Pearl Haybor? 

A I r d r w h a t  Iwas doing. Iwas shucking corn. . . in the field. 
I heard about it b n  I cate in at noon. I don't remember any special 
reaction to i t ,  because it just seemed rather far-fetched. . . . You 
b, being that  far away. It WLS unqxcted, of course, with all of us. 
It -'t too long until there m s  a lot of excitement abut it, and 
people m e  start ing to get involved, being drafted and all that sort of 
thing. It soon had an effect in the c d t y  . 
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Q: D i d  Auburn have a ration p l a c e ?  A place where you had to go to get 
ration coupons? Anything of that n a m e ?  

I I A: 'Ihat m s  done through the supervisor's office. 

I I Q: What kind of things =e rationed? 

A: %gar and flour mostly. I don' t think canned goods Ere. Sugar was 
the big t h h g ,  really. 

I Q: Wre tires hard t o  get? 

A: oh, yes. 

Q: Ibw did it affect you on the farm? 

A: Not: too rmch. It d d  depend on the condition of youw equip-ent at 
the time it happened. You had to go to the ration board t o  get permission 
to  buy a tire--Em a car or for an implarrent either. O£ course, everyone 
had t o  do i t ,  so e didn't think too m& about it. 

Q: Did the governrent provide for the f m r s  . . . you probably had 
high priority, didn' t you? 

I A: hk muld have, for certain items, yes. 

I Q: bhat about gasoline? Was that hard to get durhg that t h e ?  

A: Yes. It w s  rationed too. You had gas s t q s .  Of  course, there was 
a l o t  of trading and that '(~Bs possible. If I didn't need all of mine, I 
c d d  give than to you and you could use thm. It may have been s m  
hardship, but everyone lived through it, so it wasn' t that severe. 

Q: bhat abut help on the farm? Did mst of the young guys go to the 
war and leave you short handed? 

A: Yes, but sme =re exempt for that reason . . . becawe they =re 
employed on the farms. Many, m y  of than volunteered and mt because 
t h y  felt it was their duty. 

Q: Did the governrent ask anything spcial of the fanners . . . such as, 
to plant more of one crop than another? 

A: No. thing they e r e  mst interested in was that you do the best 
job yau d d  and raise eve- you could, includiq vegetables and 
the b l e  bit. There ~ssls m special crop they've hlled on. as being 

one d mat .  

Q: So did yotl have a vegetable garden k? Uke a victory type garden? 
D i d  everyone have a victory type garden? 

A: Ebewyone in the country did. Probably in tom too. That's always 
been the history of the foreigners. They used every inch of ground, 
tbeir backyards and a l l  t o  grcrw vegetables in. And they still do. They 



have beautiful gardens . . . more than they do on the farm any mre. 
It's easy to go to the grocery and pick things up. 

Q: I think it is the trend, isn ' t  it? The farmer has plenty of wxk to 
do, without taking, care of a garden, also. 

A: There aren't too m y  big gardens in the country any mre. I don't 
b a t h e r  i t 's  too mrch trouble t o  take care of, or that i t 's  just so 
easy n m  t o  get anything you mt. Evfxything is available naw and it 
msn't a t  that t-. 

Q: Did you know anyone personally tJho dealt chiefly in truck farmhg? 

A: No. We don't have the type of soil for that kind of vegetable gardening. 

Q: h t  kind of soil does it take? 

A: You have that kind in Auburn, that is good for that. The black silt 
loam that doesn't pack like this out here, when it gets e t  or real dry. 
It takes a real loose textured soil to  grcm vegetables in. 

Q: Your soil looks very black to m. Is that because of years and years 
of fertilization? 

A: This soil varies so rmch in this area. Now, you go to the black 
gmb soil and it gets just as hard as this clay aut here. It d d n ' t  
be good for veget&les, but it will gruw good field crops. Then you m e  
on to higher ground lik the brown silt loan right cwer there and it 
doesn't pack like the black soil or clay does. It's a lot easier to 
farm. 

Q: Back in the olden days, before they e n t  into the technology of 
testing soils and so forth, &at mans did you have of test* the soils 
for your different kinds of products? 

A: bk could test for lime. It wsn ' t  too hard t o  do that, but for s a w  
of the other chemicals, we m l d  take t o  the Farm Bureau or to saneplace 
lik that which had a laboratory to test it. To test 1- you used a 
li- paper, to  test how much l h  m s  in it . . . not how much was in  
it, but if there ww sufficient lime in it. 

Q: It 's important that the soil is acid? 

Q: #at did you do then i£ the soil m s  too acid? 

A: Y m  ba@t a few loads of linestone and spread it on the f ield.  It 
wasn't an easy job then. It was usually sent in  on cars and you had to 
scmp it out: of the cars into a wagon. Ycru usually used a flatbed wagon 
with boards in the bottan that you could turn up to  let the lime run out 
in piles, Then yuu had to load it again, and put it in a spreader, and 
spread it w i t h  a tam, w i t h  horses, you knuw. 



Q: Yau didn't want to do that on a windy day? 

A: No, y m  d d n '  t get god coverage if you did, but now with the 
trucks they have and the equiprent, it's no trouble to the farmer. A l l  
he has to do is pay for it. It does cost mre, of course. 

Q: But it's faster? Less tirae conslpning. 

A: And yau get better coverage too. I don't know of any Eamr m*re, 
who has a 1- spreader anymrre. They do have a small one aver here at  
the golf c m s e ,  but mst of that is put on w i t h  a truck and spreader. 

Q: Ib they use liquid or dry? 

A: Dry. 

Q: I have seen liquid spreaders. W t  is that? A ferti l izer? 

A: That's amnia .  mst of the chemicals are put on that way naw, not 
the herbicides and insecticides. 

Q: bhat did you do back in the days before they had herbicides? How did 
you control the weds? 

A: You raised a lot of ~ e d s ,  because you didn' t h e  any control, 
except cultivation. It w s n ' t  easy to do, because if you happened to 
have w d s  in your cornfield and it rained tm or three web, you had 
weds bigger than your corn. There m s  no way to get than out real ly .  
So you had to contend w i t h  a lot of eeds . . . and poor crops w l d  be 
the result of it. 

Q: W t  e r e  the first corn pickers like? 

A: The E i r s t  one w e  had was a one raw and that m s  about the m y  they 
cam att. Within tm m three years, they carre out with a tm wow. It 
wts a pull t y p  deal, You had a tractor on a picker and a wagon swng 
out to the side for the elevator to put the corn in, and then in a couple 
of years, they c- out w i t h  the m t e d  picker, hich  m s  a picker that 
fit right aver the tractor, and it was tw raw. You just hookd the 
wagon bhind the. tractor and the corn wnt right back. It = a big 
Impruvamnt over the pull t y p ,  but still they wren't too easy to operate. 

Q: Wst before thm, you had to pick by hand? 

Q: RLd p u  have to hixe e r a  help during corn picking time? 

A: Sure. 

Q: $ e m  it al l  had to be picked at the same time. Is that correct? 

A: No. Ttae picking season muld have to start--= didn't have the 
driers tbn, as w have now, so  you let it dry in &e fields as much as 



you could, but it was al l  picked in the ear instead of being shelled lik 
it is now. Yau d d  start maybe in late October and it a t  go on into 
the spring of the year. I've seen it happen m y  t h e s .  Depending on 
the -ther conditions . . . the condition of the fields. It ws an all 
winter's jab mostly. If you had any anmnzt of corn. 

Q: And you had to be careful the animals didn't get out there before you 
did? 

A: In those days you had fences every place. bk had no trouble in that 
way, especially in the winter. You kept ymr animals in around the barn, 
feedlots and so forth. But after the corn was picked, you wuld turn 
your animals out into the cornfield to pick up the extra corn or nibble 
on the stock, bs t  everyone did turn their livestock into the cornfields, 
dter they had been shucked, 

Q: If this ws all  done into the spring and you're turning your animals 
out: into that: area, what did yau do for the next planting season? k s  
the gmmd all  pl-d under? 

Q: k t  now I see Earners turn the graund right after they get the corn 
ca t .  

A: That's right. At that t h e ,  every 40 acres had a fence around it, 
either a log fence, a hedge fence, or a w e n  wire fence. You could put 
stock in any of the fields, because you had the fence to contain them. 
But now there isn't a rod of fence on that 40 acres dom there. So, you 
d d n ' t  use it for livestock. 

Q: I w u l d  l i k  to talk a l i t t le  about hedge fences. I'm a city girl, 
and don't knm a thing about than. Hedge fences are f r a n  hedge trees, is 
that correct? 

A: They're £rcm hedge apples. They start £ran hedge apples. 

Q: Wty did they choose that particular type of tree? 

A: Probably you wouldn't loose as much ground fran shade, as you m l d  
frm any other kind of tree, because it didn't get that tall. 

Q: Ifiey're bushy, rqht? 

A: Right.  And *en they set out the hedge, they d d  put a men wire 
in with it and dmn the hedge grew up, yau had a livestock type fence, 
because they muldn' t go aver the hedge. You kept it trimned, like you 
muld tb busbs around your house. 

Q: Did they plant then close together? 

A: Yes.  
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Q: Are hedge bushes thorny? 

A: Yes, they're thorny, I guess they are l ike a locust tree. 

Q: Nm I 've read this, but maybe you've never practiced this. libere 
they planted hedge trees, and then cut: than so they muld a l l  fall the 
sarne direction and form a fence. Have you ever heard of that? 

A: Many times a gap w u l d  develop in the fence and you =re trirmning the 
hedge or cutting it, y m  d d  slice a hedge and push it over to follow 
the hedge to close up the gap. 

Q: There aren't many farmers still using that type of fence, are there? 

A: No. McNaughts the only one I ~ C I W  of around here, and they have 
miles of it. 

Q: Have you ever tried pulling those out? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: They're tough? 

A: You're right, they're tough. They use to pull them with a sbmp 
puller, Ri&t  back of your house m s  all pulled with a stmp pdler at 
one tbm. They had a drun with a big cable on it; they had tw horses 
hmked on it. They muld t h r t rw  a c lap  around a bunch of hedge and just 
start winding the cable around the drum and it wuld cane out eventually. 
ht, that was hard wrk. You had to clean it al l  up by hand and no 
chains-. You used an axe and a cross-cut. 

Q: Wre the fruits of the he.dge tree ever g o d  for anything? 

A: Not to my howledge. 

Q: The animals didn't eat them? 

Q: kt's go back a l i t t l e .  k started to talk about insecticide and 
also what: yau did about h e c t s  way back when. 

A: t& seem to have a lot more different kinds of insects these days than 
E did then. The thing that bothered us mst as I r d r ,  d d  be the 
chinch bug. lhey w u l d  eat up a cornfield, if you didn't do samething 
abaut it. Wen the bugs cam in on one side of the field, w d d  plow 
furraw dawn the edge of the field--& bugs wintered in the hedge ruws--and 
put tar in it, Either that or w ' d  drag a log up and d m  with one horse 
up and Qwn the Wench and keep it real dusty, and they cddn '  t climb 
out of the trench. About every 20 or 30 feet you d d  have a posthole--the 
bugs muld fall  in the postholes and you wuld pour saole coal oil in 
there and set it afire. That was the only mthd yas had t o  get rid of 
them. 



Q: bhat year did insecticides caae out for farm usage? 

A: In t b  forties, I'd say. 

Q: FQ$t after the war? 

A: S ~ E  before and s m  after the war. 

Q: Was DM: one of the first things used? 

A: k had DM' in the early forties, in the dairy barns and places lib 
that to k i l l  flies. It wasn' t too mny years until  the old fly got so 
tou& he could just e a t  it and it didn't do any god. 

Q: Thtm what did you do to get rid of flies? Did you s t a r t  screening 
any areas? 

A: No. I guess one of the first things developed was an electrical 
device that y m  d d  hang up in the barn and a fly d d  hit it and it 
wmld kill it like. (snaps fingers) And then they muld use f l y  strips 
and different things like that--to hang up. But, they got to where DDT 
didn't affect them too mch. I suppose their bodies built up so that it 
msn ' t effective . 
Q: About what year did you start M a t i n g  your anjmals? 

A: I think that's almys been, I wuldn't say always, but for hog 
cholera back as far as I can remember in this area. That was the =in 
thbg p did vaccinate for. 

Q: So you did have professional veterinarians back in those days. 

A: & yes, definitely. 

Q: Who ws the veterinarian in this area? 

A: Doc Laird w the first one that I r e  in Aubwm. Perc could 
tell you all about him. He =S involved in just abut everything. Every 
small t o m  had a veterinarian at that t-. R i g h t  naw I think you'd have 
t o  go to Springfield or Wverly to get a veterinarian. There was one in 
Girard, k c  H d ,  but I don't think he's there any =re. Every d l  
tm bad one at that time. 

Q: It nust haw k p t  than pretty busy. 

A: kll yes. In the early days when they m e d  a r d  in horse and 
buggies, it was pretty slm, but there wsn' t  as rmch livestock then as 
there ws a Eew years later. But right nuw a vet muld starve to death 
in this area, because there's not enmgh livestock. They do mre wrk 
w i t h  pets than mything else. You take a situation like Dawsons over 
here, I think they do their u m  veterinarian wrk. 

Q: ?hey can get thels awn vaccination serun? 



A: bs. That's scmething that can be done very easily by the E a m m  
himself. 

Q: Have they alwys had an WA in this area, Bud, or m s  that sanething 
that developed? 

A: They didn't have it when I was at school. They had an Ag k p a r m t  
at the school, but FFA wsn't connected w i t h  it, Of course, when Jim m s  
in school, they Zaad it then. 

Q: khat kinds of things does the WA do? Do they actually make studies 
of different kinds of things on a farm? 

A: Well, they s M y  livestock and soil, and haw to improve it. They 
bve projects of theh am--like a few acres of ground of their o m  that 
they put in and they keep track of every penny that's spent on it and 
take t b  harvest and see if it c m s  out as a profit or loss. 

Q: Sort of a little venture in business famhg? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And I suppose they show sane of their projects at fairs? 

A: That and anlmals too. They have animal projects. Our kids, the 
girls, had sheep, lambs, course they -re easy to handle, you how. Jim 
had calves, caws. Yes, they =re suppose to shuw their projects at the 
fair. 

Q: And it t s  judged by people who had a lot of qerience? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you belong to any farm organizations? Such as the Farm Bureau? 

A: I joined the Farm k e a u  when it w s  organized. I don't r&r the 
date. 

Q: About haw old were you then? 

A: I was jwt out of school. It w d d  have been in the early mnties. 

Q: Ihat w e  saxe of the first things you did? 

A: People eren't as close together then because of transportation--getting 
back and, forth. Yau w i l d  go to the Fazm Bureau with problems, such as 
insects, craps or livestock and they muld cane down and look at it and 
try to tell you a t  to do to improve it. 

Q: In other mrds, the Farm J3ureau w s  a panel 05 experts? If you -re 
a h, you =re entitled to their services. 

A: That's right. The head of the Farm Weau m s  called the farm advisor 
and he had another mn under him. They -re university people graduated 



Bud Nuckols 59 

£ran the Ag Department. The University of Illinois or same other college. 
'Ihey =re suppose to have expert hmledge  on whatever farm problems 
might CQE along. You had access to  that by belonging t o  the Farm Buseau. 

Q: Your dues, in other mrds, paid their salaries? 

A: Yes, and they got money too, £ran the state, for the Farm Weau and 
£ran the extension service at the lhiversity of Illinois. 

Q: Did every town have a Farm Bureau organization? 

A: It wuld only be for local people. Every cmnty had a farm advisor. 
Each tamship had a Farm Bureau graup. Later, perhaps due t o  small 
attendance, townships d d  go together and have just one meeting. 

A: And you probably had state conventions and national? 

A: Oh, yes. Those -re usually in Qlicago at the stockyards in Decenhr. 
I think the national is a t  Kansas City--has been though the years. 

Q: That's a good way to met other people who have the sam problems yau 
do and to find out h t  ' s new in the fanu mchinery line? 

A: W e l l ,  it covers the *ole scope of farming. It's gotten very poli t ical  
though. I don' t think that' s too good myself, but that' s the way tWngs 
are, so yau accept it. 

Q: Did you ever belong t o  the &a1 Electric Association? It hasn't 
been too m y  years that the rural people have had electr ici ty.  Were you 
in on that at all? 

A: I definitely ws. I was one of the f irst  to  sign up down this road. 
I ws very interested in it, because IRE wre moving fran down south, one 
quarter of a mile to this place. bk wanted electr ici ty,  if vie could get 
it, so . . . and w did, by the tinoe E roved there in 1936. They had 
people going around t o  take applications and when they had enough t o  
justify the loan to  get the thing started, it started. The f i r s t  office 
was in Divernon. A l i t t le store building there. k c m  that, it grew t o  
the big new building out here. I think w have another building up by 
the Lampliter. 'Ihat might be a state building up there. Our local W, 
of course, is out here now. 

Q: J b w  does that wrk exactly? Did you buy stock in  it? 

A: No. It's a corporation. Being a maher, yau are a p a ~ t  of the 
corporation. 

Q: Xhat rmst have been a mnderful thing to suddenly have electr ici ty? 

A: It took us out of the darkness really. It w s  a great thing. 

Q: So, the first thing you did was to put lights into your haw and into 
your barn? 



A: Yes. It was good for the whole country really. People started 
buying refrigerators and electric From and all that sort of thing. They 
all had to be mnufactured, of course, because up to  that t h e ,  you had 
no use for them. It created a real great market for that kind of raerchandise. 

Q: It made life easier for the lady of the house too? 

A: Sure. Just imagine taking your l-ts off. You bw TJhat i t 's  like. 
You had then off before. 

Q: Yes, I did, ten days! 

A: It's no £un. 

Q: kk could talk a little about that terrible ice storm w had here. 
'Ihat m s  just like 'The Little h e  on the Prairie," wsn' t  it? 

A: kt's not talk about that. Yes, that was history. 

Q: After having all  these luxuries it w s  very difficult to  do without 
again. 

A : W l l  , yau just got used t o  what you had and accepted it and didn' t 
think anything about it, because it w s  there for you. 

Q: I think in aur neighborhood it brought people closer together. bk 
all shared &it food R had. Everything defrosted in the freezer, So E 
had to eat it, and w invited all the neighbors. Fortunately vm had 
heat, becaw w have gas. Many of our neighbors have all electric heat. 

A: We have gas heat, and w have a counter-flow furnace, and that £urnace 
d d  c m  on without electricity. It w d d  run for tm or three minutes. 
It wDuldnlt mrk off of that: thing there, because that runs on electricity. 
It d d  autamatically ccm on and run three minutes or four rnirrutes. In 
t k  mantime, e had the fireplace. *re ccmfortable all the time 
really. 

Q: about cooking? Did you happen to  have a gas stove too? 

A: No, E have an electric stove, but WE had a gas gr i l l  out: in the 
garage. I just got a big tank of fuel f r an  the hardware store and it 
lasted all the  ti^. I& wxen't short of anything t o  cook cm at a l l .  

Q: A lot of people had to  have generators rwt away. 

A: Jim did--mstly to  keep his deep freeze. It d d  keep the lights 
and the deep freeze. By running it a certain length of time each day, it 
wuld keep things k c m  thawing out. Then he d d  bring it here and run 
our deep freeze and tw or three other places, It was a small thing, It 
wasn't hard to handle. 

Q: A 1st of people had trouble with water seepage during that time also, 
and they had no electric pmps to  get it out with. They had t o  use gas 
operated pmps. If you've never been thraugh it, yau can't realize how 
terrible it can be, 



A. No. And being that la te  in  the season, it 's smthing you muld 
never expect. 

Q: It happened just before Easter, didn't it? 

A: On kiday,  before Easter on Sunday the 26th. 

Q: It was in April? 

A: TIE 26th. 

Q: After a miserable winter, that was the final blow, msn' t it? 

A: Yes, it was. 

Q: That ws 1979 or 1978, d ~ i c h  was it? 

A: Wasn't it earlier than that? Hasn't it been three years? 

Q: Has it been W e e  years? 1977 maybe? 

A: I d d n ' t  want to  be nailed dam on that, buts it sew t o  rn i t 's  
been three years. 

Q: Bud, maybe you could t e l l  E a l i t t l e  b i t  about gwe-t subsidizing? 
A s  I explained, I m s  a city g i r l ,  and I don't understand all about that. 

A: Subsidizing of what? 

Q: U11, all I can remanber is the farmers wre asked t o  either plant or 
not to plant certain crops. HaJ m s  that considered? k r e  you told in 
anyvay kazilt to plant and what not to plant? 

A: In the early tkties, vie rere asked to reduce corn acreage and what 
acreage. 

Q: And why was that? This is what I don' t understand. 

A: Shirley, that w s  at the tinae following the depression, and ve =re 
raising mre food than there was a market for. 

Q: But people were starving at th is  tlInre? 

A: That's true. And even in Auburn, I can remember two soup kitchens 
that e r e  there all the t-. If yau =re downtown, you could stop at 
the soup Mtchen and get free bean soup. 

Q: W s  that paid for by the govermmt? 

A: Yes. That was subsidized. There was one where Rua's Store is, and 
another one where Na31[1x3nt1s Market used to be. It kept a lot of people 
frm going hungry. &en though the things m had to sell e r e  cheap, 
there still ~ s n ' t  q m e y  to buy then. The banks m e  closed, and 
everything just stood still for a year, at  least. 
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Q: So why did they think if you planted less of what you had, &en 
people e r e  stanring, that d d  m a k  things better? 

A: A t  that time, it d d  have been a case of distribution. I suppose 
for exar~ple , maybe I have a load of corn I don't need. Jbw are you going 
to eat it? It had to  get sare place and get manufactured into sanething, 
and get back to  you before you can use it. I've taken a big load o f '  
corn, 50 to 60 bushels of corn on the wagon to  Virden Mine to get one ton 
of coal, That's all yau d d  get. 

Q: You traded directly, did p? 

A: No. You d d  s e l l  the load of corn to the elevator, which would 
bring maybe $4 and that 's what a ton of coal cost. I wuld go right on 
by the mine on my m y  h and take hane a ton of coal. Tne subsidy that 
you talk a b u t ,  I think what  you are asking is, did they pay the farmers 
to take this land out of production, is that what you're asking? Yes, 
there wis a subsidy p a m t ,  based on yield per acre, and h e v e r  mch 
you e r e  willing t o  take out for production. 

Q: Well, haw did you personally feel about that? Is that better for the 
farmers? It's less mrk and if you're getting paid for not doing something, 
it s& like a good deal. 

A: If it was an e r g e n c y  thing, I muldn't object t o  it, today or 
tamrrcrw or in the past . . . but as a continual ongoing thing, I don't 
think it is good. Everything else that you can think of,  the plane 
industry, the ship industry, all of those things are subsidized by the 
federal Epverrment. The fact  that w =re gazing food, which is what 
people live on, it msn ' t  too attractive. There was a lo t  of resentlaent 
to  it, but they could subsidize srme large canpany a million dollars, and 
there wasn't too rmch thought about it, because there msn' t any food 
involved in it. 

Q: Like the Chrysler Corporatian? &It I think people did get a li t t le 
upset about that. 

A: W e l l ,  they did, but it didn't affect anything. They did it, and I 
think people finally just accpeted it, as that's the way i t 's  going t o  
be. I ' m  not sure, but the goverrment only guaranteed that loan, didn't 
they? They didn't give them the m y ?  

Q: I think &re was sornethhg about it, yes. 

A: And if they mde m y ,  there wis a possibility they d d  pay it 
back. If it is a success, that really isn ' t  too bad. If the tarrpayers 
don't have to  shoulder all that loss. Arad d e n  you ta lk  a h t  the mney 
the gwenmmt has to  give amy, they d y  have the money vie give them 
thK* taxation. 

Q: Let's go back, just a l i t t le bi t .  Tell m what: the first tractor m s  
like. The first gas-driven ar diesel-driven tractor. 
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A: The f -st tractor I have any remsmbrance of wis in W i s t i a n  County. 
%y had an oil-burning tractor. It m s  a huge piece of equiprent that 
pulled nine bottans. 

A: A plow. The tractor w s  an o i l  burner, a Case. 

Q: 'Ihat's the name of the tractor, a Case? 

A: Yes .  It WIS SO big and hard t o  handle that they didn' t plow fields 
like m plow nm, up and dom. They d d  s t a r t  in  the middle of the 
field and go axound and around until  they got to  the outside edges and 
then take a four horse tern and a plm and pluw out the comers. You 
couldn't manipulate it, it m s  such a huge thing. 'Ihat was the f i r s t  
tractor of any size I remaibex anything about. They used it for several 
years and then junked it, because other tractors =re caning along then. 
The nemr ones -re mre versatile and easier t o  handle, but smaller. 
They didn't plow as big a s t r ip  of ground, but they *re smaller and 
faster, so you could get along w i t h  the smaller one a lo t  better and do a 
lo t  of things with it. All you could do with the oil-burner is plow. 

End of Side W, Tape Tm 

Q: Bud, VE =re just talking about the threewheeled tractor. 

A: Well, the first three-wheeled tractor that cam out m s  for doing the 
things that a four-wheeled m l d  do plow cultivating. You know it had a 
*el that d d  go down betwen rows instead of running on the rows. It 
came a t  through demand, really, for sanething like that. btil that 
t b  you didn't have a tractor-cultivator to  cultivate with--to cultivate 
corn or beans, dmtevex. You had to  do it with a team. But when they 
cam out w i t h  a three-wheeled tractor then, your front wheel m l d  run 
down the middle of the row and you could cultivate tw rows a t  a tinae and 
then later four and then six and a lot  of than got twlve now. Jh ' s  got 
a Wlve-raw cultivator, k writ £ran one to  helve. 

Q: But it still has the one wheel on the front, is that correct? 

A: No. 

Q: IW does that work? 

A: The rma are gauged different nm, to what they were then. At that 
tinre, everybody planted on 40 inch raws. That's a t  your planter was  
set up for and your equipllent. But I muld say 90 percent or maybe m r e  
than that of the corn is planted on 30 inch rows now. And unless your 
back &eel or your front wheel has the different gauge in the width of 
the row it lets your wheels still c m ~  in the middle of the raw so you 
can cultivate witbut a three-row tractor ncrw. In fact, I don't know of 
a three-rcrw tractor that is being used in this tomship, any place. I 
didn't say that there am' t sane, but I just don't know of any. They 
all use four-raw tractors nuw. 
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Q: kll, Bud, advance me a l i t t le bit along as the tractor improved. 
Tell me what improvcxents that you've seen up to  date. 

A: kll, I think--you rean hew they viere changed and why they e r e  
changed? 

Q: Yes .  

A: b11, like I say, they ~ n t  £ran t k  old plow tractor to the versatile 
tractor that wmld cultivate and plow both and could be used for mre 
different things. And there ~8 a lo t  of tractors caahg on the market 
all the t h .  Different machinewy c-a, you huw, were building new 
.tractors and different designs and all that. Of course, the teaans of 
horses--they just faded out of the picture and it became just a tractor 
farming industry, that's all, and it's still that way. Seems to be 
getting--the equipnwt seaas to get bigger every year. I don't haw, 
they've pt some me tractors m, too. Yau've probably seen thetn on 
the road, They m l d  make the tractors that E had t o  start with-well, 
there'd be exmqh eqyiptlllent in one of them t o  build t m  tractors, 1- w 
had in t h  old days. Yau knuw, they're just that large and they do a lot  
more mrk and do it better. 'Ihey really do, 

Q: Okay. So yau buy what I wuld call a basic tractor, then yclu had t o  
buy parts for cultivating and parts for plawing and parts for insecticides? 

A: With a tractor all y m  get is a tractor. 

Q: You'll  get the tractor, but the extra is extra? 

A: A l l  accessories are just l h  d t  p ' d  put on your car. You b, 
an air-conditioner or whatever. merything is a separate enti ty in 
itself. In different areas where they raise di£ferent kids of crops, of 
came, they have a demand for implements that muld take care of that 
area, whatever it is. But here e use--everybody uses about the s-, 
because v e  raise the sarne kind of crops. 

Q: Is every farmr expected to purchase theh o m  equipmt? Or can you 
rent or can you lease it or h m  can p u  do this? When it's t h e  t o  get 
into the fields everybody wmts in at the same t*. 

A: That's the problan w i t h  leasing, unless you have a lease canpany that 
caters to that kind of mrk. Nuw there m s  an ad in the, I believe it 
was in the Journal yesterday, of where at Berry, Illinois--that's an 
Route 29 be-n Rochester and Taylorville--there uas a machinery dealer 
there that muld lease equipgent and a tractor, a Steiger t ractar ,  I 
think. It leased at $1400, no $14,000 a year. Just to lease it. And I 
suppose that a tractor wuld,  I am guessing m, I don't h o w ,  I've never 
priced one of them, but I d d  say around $60, $70, maybe $80,000, up 
that high on big txactors. But, now, Berle k a t v  mdd--there's been 
tiaaes when k d d  lease out ccmbines, ycru b, or he'd have a lo t  of 
trade-ins and sane in good shape and i f  you'd w t e d  to lease one he'd 
lease it b you by the acre. 
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Q: It can be a real problem for a f a r ,  i f  you have a breakdm during 
the time that youneed it. 

A: It's good to  be able to  pick up a tractor or a ccsnbine in  there and 
you can do it. He's good that way. If you got a problan that's going to  
talce a w e k ' s  time k i n g  harvest t ime,  &en you really need t o  be i n  the 
field, you can lease ewpaznt  off of him. O£ course, you pay for it, 
but you expect to,  because i t 's  w r t h  sawthing to  go ahead with whatever 
operation you're in. It's never gotten to  be a carmon practice in this 
area t o  lease equipnent. I understand that in the East, most of the farm 
e q u i m t  is omed by leases and that the farmers don't fool w i t h  it. 
'Ihey just lease it for the t h e  that they need it and take it back and 
they figure that's a better deal than it. 

Q: Do they have t o  buy sane sor t  of miintenance contract do you suppose? 

A: I really don't how haw they muld do that. I w u l d  suppose that 
they d d .  Now, I think with Berle, if you had--this muld be off the 
record because I ' m  mt sure--I think that Berle d d ,  if the equipment 
brake down through no fault of your own, muld accept the responsibility. 
I believe he d d .  

Q: Well, perhaps his canpany also feels that s a  way? 

A: Wel1,'he d d n ' t  normally lease new quipxmt, I don't think. I 
think it d d  be equipent he muld o m  himself. If you go by there, 
you see all k h h  of equipnent on the lot  and a lot  of it is good equipmt.  
It ' s used but it' s s t i l l  good and, you know, there's a lo t  of senrice in  
it and that kind he d d  lease out: I'm sure. 

Q: So, in other mwds, i f  you have a pretty good piece of equipent and 
you see sm&rhg you like better you might get a trade-in, You can 
trade what you have? 

A: Yes. That' s the way it mrks . Because you trade one in dmsn' t mean 
that it's worn out or no good or anything-just that you want s-thing a 
little better maybe, 

Q: Not too nrany years ago Dickey-John developed sane sort of counter for 
planting. Can you describe t o  rce the principle behind that? 

A: Not the principle. That's a technical thing that only an electronic 
engineer could tell you about, but they do wrk, I'll say that. 

A: & yes, W h i t e l y .  

Q: It will plant so many seed in  so msch area. Is that correct? 

A: h t  it does, it gives you--you got a box in youx tractor right in 
front of you--it hangs up in the ceiling, It has these lights on it, 
lib wuld be on that scanner over there. Tlae real advantage of it is, 
that i f  one raw wuld stop planting that 1Qht muld quit flashing so you 



haw xight away you've got a problem w i t h  your planter. Alwys before if  
son~thing wnt  wrong w i t h  the planter back there, you'd just go on, you 
h o w ,  and maybe you wulb't notice it for t w  or three rounds or sanething 
like that. Then you'd have sane missing rows. But this tells you directly, 
right nnw, if your planter stops dropping corn or beans, either one for 
that matter. 

Q: So, in other m d s ,  haw long does it take for 
to spout up to about an inch or two? Corn? 

A: There's a lot of things that control that, Sh 

a seed to &eminate and 

irley. If you've got 
the misfxire and you've g5t the right ground temperature possibly five to  
ten days and you d d  see sarrre sign of the corn cuning through. 

Q: So, if yau don't have one of these electronic devices that counts for 
you or lets you know that yau are not plant*, you farmers w u l d  have to 
=it that many days t o  find out if they've dssed s m ~  rows? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And they can get back in there again and replant those raws? 

A: W e l l ,  there too can be a problan, because the big equiprent you have 
now and tbe many raws you plant at one tire--you take a mlve-row planter 
for example--and p out and try to plant one missing row you can see 
where the problan muld be. 

Q: Yes. It d d n ' t  be m r t h  it to t ry  it? 

A .  Depending on if you could do it at the xight time ow not, There is a 
way that you could plant tw rows. You c d d  drop tm rows d m  there 
and ?lam two r m .  You cculd plant the missing row and replant the o m  
that s already there and d d n ' t  be too far off, But i t 's  just better 
to know while your planting. 

Q: So, 111~8t  of the famrs then have bought these? 

A: I don' t know of anyone dm doesn' t have one. 

Q: Are they standard equiprent on a tractor any m e ?  

A: No, I don't think so. 

Q: Still optional? 

A: I don't believe International or John kere either one brings their 
ewprrrent wrt equipped with me. Nclw if they do, it's samething that ' s 
happened in the last lm years. They have them available, but they d d  
be a separate item, They're a l i t t le b i t  v i v e ;  but considering what 
t k y  do, I don't think they're expensive at a l l .  

Q: So you're out planting tmlve raws of corn seed. Are you doing 
anything else at that sare time? Do you b e  fe r t i l i ze r  that ' s go* on 
a t  the saue time the corn is going in or is W s  c q l e t e l y  a separate 
process? 



A: Normally a farmer doesn't put on fe r t i l i ze r  a t  planting time. The 
only,thing they muld use, and most of than do, is insecticide for corn 
root boar and wms-things that affect the roots of the corn. That'll be 
put on at the tlme of planting. You have extra boxes on the back of your 
planter to put the insecticide in. 

Q: Bud, I 've seen planes fly over fields. N m  axe they dispensing 
insecticide or h t  is that they're doing, when they're dusting the 

A: 'Zhey can give you mst any kind of service you wmt. 

Q: Oh, is that right? 

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: It's just more expensive than getting out there and doing it yourself? 

A: f thbk  so, and depending on the wind, you knuw. I think you get 
better caverage-nr;rw it's my thinking, maybe others think differently-but 
I think you get better caverw on the ground than you do frm up in the 
aix . But if your crop is up and you can't get t o  it any other way, you 
can definitely use a plane t o  k i l l  weds, or to  spray fa different 
insects like grasshoppers or things like that,  that  wuld affect the 
corn. 

Q: Wld, I know that many farmers still use teenage kids t o  go out and 
get corn out of beans. That's a big thimg. Is that the cheapest way of 
handling that problan? 

A: &11, up until just recently that's been the only way to handle it. 
They have a deal now-it's a plastic pipe that you put on the front of 
your tractor and it has loops of rope on it, it's like wick--and you put 
a certain chemical in this t u k .  It's a four-inch plastic tube is v h t  
it is--holds I 'd  say maybe five, maybe ten gallons, I don't h o w .  But 
anyway, this rope or--that's what it is, a type of rope and it 's in loops 
across the front of that--and you drive thraugh the fields and [whenever 
i t ]  touches a blade of corn, it w i l l  k i l l  the stalk, That's only been 
developed a few years, The thing about it is the corn has t o  be ta l le r  
than the beans t o  w r k  right--to wxk at all-because i f  it touches the 
bean plant it kills it too. Ilsually volunteer corn that canes up w i l l  
out grow the beans, you hw. You can see it sticking up above the 
beans. So it wrks pretty g o d .  It's pretty effective. 

Q: Wat else grows there i n  the bean field, that has to  care out? 

A: Every kind of a wed you can think a b u t .  "Ihe wrst thing is foxtail,  
grass, ycru h o w .  

Q: bes this satne rnethod kill that? 

A: They have different chemicals for that. Actually you put on a chemical 
a t  planting tb that's suppased t o  do that, but t o  do it te have to have 
certain =ather conditions, certain rainfall, or saretE.ling, you how. 
And i£ yau don't get it, it i sn ' t  as effective as it should be. It'll 
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cantrol it to an extent, but to  get: good cwerage on grass, it ' s the 
hardest thing in the mrld to do. It just about wins wery t h .  

Q: U, what's the *;orst farming year you can remember cropwise? 

A: It msn't too good this year, but we've had lots m s e ,  I ' m  sure, 
The mrst one that I really r d r - - h a v e  reason t o  remember--wdd have 
been in 1931, I believe, It v a s  the year that = had dry w t h e r ,  like 
we had this year, andm had chinch bugs and they ate the corn up. How I 
can rParwrrbP.r it sa ell, Phyllis ms born that winter and I was shucking 
corn the day they took Helen t o  the hospital. I was really glad that the 
tb had care because to get out of that corn field-because it MS flat 
on the g r d - - a n d  it had rairted on it, and it had frozen, and it was a 
total mss. It wasn't worth going through, really. I think that 's about 
the mrst yea--one of the mwst years--1954 was another real bad year. 
Well, there m s  a lot of corn that wasn't harvested that year. 

Q: Mainly, because there just wasn't the mter? We just didn't get the 
rain? 

A: I h a t ' s  right--dry mather and insects, A t  that t h  m wzren't too 
far along with the spraying and all that. Those e r e  tm real bad years 
and w've had others, I am sure, maybe abmt as bad. But some years 
there's sathing that happens that you r&r that year i n  particular. 

Q: W e  there any real bad stoms that just really tore into yaux crops? 

A: I don't think we've had a rmch wrse storm than w had that Saturday 
night over here as far as dmaging crops are concerned. 

Q: That cam up so suddenly. It m s  just lik a tornado, I guess, 

A: It almst was--just close t o  it. In different years w've had hail 
damage but normally that doesn't affect a whole large area. It w i l l  be 
in strips across the country. k 've had fields that have had hail damage 
but R never had corn go dam like it did this year £ran that stom. 

Q: Yaur equipmt isn't set so that it w i l l  pick up any corn that 's 
laying on its side, I guess? 

A W e l l ,  yes, i f  it 's laying on the side you can get a good portion of 
it, if it's laying on the row, if it blow over that way, there's no 
way to pick it up, Yau can' t save it. 'Ihey have different gadgets to 
put on the header of your canbine that helps, but they're not a total  
success. mu lose a l o t  of corn regardless of hrJw you go about it. 

Q: b fanoers have any kind of insurance against hail and storms? 

A: Yes. You can get it. It's available. 

Q: Is it terribly expensive? 

A: Yes. It is. I think wer  a period of ten years probably, what you 
would put into premium d d  pay for your loss. Because over ten years 



you muldn' t have hail over once, maybe twice. See it isn' t sanething 
that just happens every year. If it did, then you d d  mnt insurance 
al l  the time. Sme still have it on com and beans both, but mre people 
have hail on beans than they do on cam, because you get mre damage-lots 
more damage. 

Q: '151e insurance caupanies don' t squabble, do they, about how much 
you've lost and how msch i t ' s  mrth and all  that? 

A: Sure. You'd berter believe it. Just like if you had a house fire. 
T h y  don't just give you the whole thing witbut a lot of investigating 
fields and counting the rmmber of beans that's dropped out or h t e v e r ,  
and they'll determine how mch the bushel per acre loss is. They don't 
give anything away. I guarantee you that. I guess they couldn't stay in 
business i£ they did probably. 

Q: Bud, you used to have animals on your farm. b w  many cows did you 
have to milk in the mornings? 

A: I never milked a lot of cows. We shipped milk. A truck w u l d  pick 
it up at the dom. About eight or ten caws cnnxld be the mst I 'd ever 
milk. 

Q: You had to milk them twice a day? 

A: Yes.  

Q: Did you have one bull or did you have to use the neq$horls bull? 

A: No, I always had a bull. 

Q: How many calves did you depend on each year? 

A: Besides the dairy cows, I had stock cows. At one time I had 40 head 
of black angus. They e r e  on this golf course over here al l  the time. 
That's where I kept than. O f  course, they'd have calves in the spring of 
the year and then usually I 'd  keep the calves and feed them during the 
winter and maybe the mxt s m r  , and sell them the next fall. Stock 
ems =re really good to  feed on an area like this, because there was 
plenty of sass.  Bat's where you keep than during the surmrtb~. 

Q: In other wrds, how old muld a stock cow be &en you sold it? 

A: Oh, it's depend on the condition of the cow. If it m s  a good brood 
CW, ten years. 

Q: bes that affect the tenderness of their mat? If they're old? 

A: I'm sure it d d .  Normdlly you'd sell a stock cow. She d d n ' t  be 
fed like you'd feed calves or steers that you =re fattening for market. 
You'd get yaur better meat fran the ones that m s  corn fed and whatever 
yau fed than to make them fat. A dairy cow or a stock cow either, is 
normally pretty thin, They've had a calf hanging on than all sumrer and 
i f  you mt to sell them that fall-if you were trying to make good meat 
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which you d d n ' t  do--you'd just send it to mrket and they'd-I don't 
kturw whetha they'd make hamburger out of it or miner;s or s m t h i n g .  I 
don't h a w .  

Q: Did you ever have any butchering done right on your farm? Can you 
tell me anything about that? 

A: Just the neighborhood butchering wuld be all and that w s  a camon 
practice, 

Q: Really? Tell me about it. 

A:  Usually early in the f a l l  about the t b e  you Ere about ready to  
start shucking corn, you might  butcher one hog so that you'd have fresh 
meat you had hived m. And you' d have fresh mat during shucking 
season and then la ter  on--late December or January or maybe up into 
February, yau'd do your butchering for the year. It was a neighborhood 
thing- 

Q: You helped each other, in other wrds? 

A: Yes, There wasn't anything unique about it. It w s  just the fact 
that  it m s  conmm practice. 

Q: Fht you mt fim one farm to another to help in the butchering? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Because you had t o  do it quickly? Is that the idea behind it? 

A: No. You just needed help. 

Q: Yau needed help? 

A: Yes. Depending on the size of the family or howmany hired m n  you 
had to feed and that sort of thing, d d  tell you how m y  hogs you =re 
going to  butcher. It d d  be fran mybe faux, six, eight. 'Ihe most I 
wer knew-a neighbor that R had over here, had a large family, and he 
butchered Wive at one tinre. That's the mst I ever had anything to do 
with. That's a lot of wrk. 

Q: You talked about fresh m t  for the hired bands. Did you mean that 
the mst could be eaten just almst as s a m  as it was butchered? 

A: CA, sure. 

Q: You didn' t smoke it or sal t  cure it or anything of that nature? 

A: Yau could have it either way. If the weather w s  warm you wuld have 
to salt it, at least the hams and the shoulders and that sort  of thhg, 
Tenderloin and ribs and the different cuts Chat could be served right 
away, you didn't have to do that. But if you had a large munt like you 
e r e  butchering a n h r  of hogs, they m i l d  grind the sausage and they'd 
f ry  it dcrwn. They'd it and put it in stone jars to  cover the grease 
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and they'd do r ibs  the s a m  m y  and then you could eat  them the next 
s m r  by just taking than out of the containers. 

Q: Now &at kind of s a l t  was used? Just regular table sa l t?  Sodiun 
c h l o r i d e ?  

A: No. It ws a mat salt. It's the s a m  salt--it  muldn't be table 
salt because it wuldn't be that fine, it d d  be coarser salt than 
table salt-like ycru'd throw on the sidewalk to  m e l t  ice. 

Q: Muld it be the sar~e kind of s a l t  that ~s used in mking ice cream? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you rub it on the skin or just sort of lay your mat in a bit of 
it? Hcrw did you go about this? 

A: You usually put it in a box. If you wren' t going t o  smok it, it 
was takm care of in  a moden bax. You'd put dom a layer of salt, then 
meat, then you'd rub the sa l t  in both sides of the m t .  

Q: D i d  ycru have gloves? 

A: No. 

Q: Wouldn't that be a little hard on your am skin? 

A: No. I don't think it d d  unless it muld mlt. As long as it m s  
dry salt it didn' t bother, Wlt that's the my it was handled. Of course, 
if you w s  going to smke it, you'd just rub the salt on and they had a 
sugar cure salt on the market. I don't hm how far hack it e n t .  But 
it d d  give it a different flavor than if you just used the plain sa l t .  

Q: k t  as salty? 

A: Y o v s  meat muldn' t be salty. NaJ I knuw that in the South--in fact, 
E bought a Zlam down there one tim when w wre down there on vacation--you 
h o w ,  you've seen them hanging along the road d m  there advertising-and 
sarre of those things are so darned salty you can't eat than. Now I don' t 
know haw they manage that unless they put the s a l t  on there and it mlts 
s- way ow other and goes into the meat but if you handle it right at 
butcher- time the treat m n ' t  be salty. Just scrape the salt off when 
you get ready t o  take the ham or shoulder out of the box and i t 's  a l l  
right . 
Q: Did you have a regular smokehouse on your farm? 

A: A l l  farm did, 

Q: A l l  farms had smokehouses? Are there any left anywhere? 

A: No. 
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Q: Are you talking about when you say they'd take it out, you eat the 
broth part m you eat the m t y  part? 

A: No. Just like you'd buy--you can buy it a t  the store today, head 
cheese. You can see the different strips of the different kinds of meat 
in it--in a s l ice  of it. Of course, on the farm it isn ' t  a practice any 
rmre. About I 'd say the first quarter of th i s  century most of the butcher 
was done on the farm. And then the locker plants came along and there 
was a few-well, camrercial butchers really. Wll ,  you d d n ' t  know I 
don't think, but N e m  out there, you how e r e  Del lives, his dad wed 
to butcher hogs there. I expect he'd butcher maybe a hundred or mre a 
year. It 'd be cutan butchering, you h u w .  If you wanted t o  butcher one 
hog or a half a dozen, you'd take than in there and leave it and when you 
picked it up, you'd have the lard and the sausage and the whole b i t  done. 

Q: Already processed. Did he also make head cheese t o  sell? 

A: No. I don't think he did that at a l l .  

Q: But you say you can buy it sarrevhere? 

A: Yes. You can get it at the IGA store. It's tasty. I like it. I 
always did like it, Other than the regular m t  the brains is the only 
thing I can think of and usually on butchering day you'd have--if you got 
emu& mrk done--you might have brains and scrambled eggs for dinner. 
You Irmaw, mixd up; and that's good. 

Q: It is good? 

A: It 50- terrible. 

Q: It saxnds terrible. 

A: Yes, it does, but it' s good and you can buy brains a t  a mat shop too. 

Q: Did you eat more hogs than you did beef? k s  that a practice? 

A: In my lifetime w never butchered a beef on our farm. Never did. 
IXnrhg the early years you c d d n ' t  preserve beef l ike you could pork. 

Q: It d d  just get too salty? You just cmldn't do it the same way? 

A: Wst of the meat of that type m s  probably dried i n  sm m y  and I 
don't b o w  how. k11, YOU h u w  d m t  jerky is? 

Q: Yes. 

A: W e l l ,  that's the m y  beef was dried. 

Q: You can buy that in the store, I 've seen that. That's what cowboys 
used to use, wsn' t it? 

A: Sure. They'd just  carry it in this saddlebag. It doesn't sound 
very appetizing t o  m, but you'd survive on it, I guess. 



Q: k11, Bud, l e t ' s  go back a l i t t le bit to milking caws. I am curious. 
Did ywn: dau&ters ever milk a cow? 

Q: They never did? 

A: Jim never milked a caw. Never milked a caw. Nwer pulled a . . . 
(la&@) 

Q: Did you have cam when the electric milking machines came aut? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did yrru buy an elect r ic  milking machine as soon as you had electricity? 

A: No, because what I wis milking didn't justify it. 

Q: ah, I see. 'Ihat was an expensive aperation? 

A: Well, that and you needed t o  milk a lot  more cows than I m s  milking. 

Q: About how long did it take to  milk ten cum? 

A: About: an k--smthimg like that. 

Q: I.lawmany gallons could you expect if it m s  a good yield? 

A: Maybe you'd get a can and a half, about f if teen gallon or t m  cans, 
about t m n t y  gallon m l d  be pretty good. You' d put your night's milk-like 
if you'd milk tonight, you'd put it in a cooler and the cooler w s  nothing 
more than all water pmped out--you had a szonp to set your can in and 
you pmped the cold mter out. Then the next morning the truck muld 
usually cane by eight o' clock and pick that milk up and it muld get into 
Springfield before it had a chance to sour or anything like that, you 
knaw. Then yous mrning milk yw'd do the aatm process but i t ' d  stay 
wemight. M m  they used t o  take it aver to  the Interurban t o  ship it, 
you cooled it and set it on a platform aver there--the platforms Ere 
built to  where the train care along, they could just stand in the door 
and reach out and get the cans. It ws hilt right close to the track. 

Q: There was a set schedule so that it d d n ' t  sit out in the sun for a 
long t h e ?  

A: Not unless the train was late or sarething. You very seldan had any 
sour milk. 

Q: Did you mk any buttermilk or your o m  butter or anything? 

A: My mther mule butter, but w didn't. You'd have to separate your 
milk and get the cr- to do that. If you *re shipping milk, you just 
shipped the whole milk. 



Q: D i d  you ever save any of the cream for ice cream in the winter? 

A: & sure. You'd go out and dip it off the can. It might make it test 
a l i t t l e  less at the dairy, but if you wanted cream you w n t  and got it. 
It w available. 

Q: You probably had mre ice cream i n  the winter then? 

A: I don't think so, Shirley. & could get ice and freeze ice cream 
during most of my memory in this part of the country. In fact ,  VE had 
ice delivered t o  the house before w got electricity. The truck muld go 
tl-oraugh the country delivering ice. 

Q: There m s  an ice plant here i n  Auburn? 

A: No. It w s  out of Springfield. It was shipped out. Then thre'd be 
an ice house, lih there m s  one in Virden and there m s  one i n  Auburn. 
out: there where Deheves sits--it's all torn dam now. Out there where 
the shopping center is now. There m s  an ice house there and the ice 
d d  be shipped d m  and t h y  stored it in the ice b e  bui l t  for that 
purpose, The partition WIS lined with sawlust and they'd cover the ice 
w i t h  sawdust and it wuld last pretty g o d .  It didn't melt .  It m r k d  
pretty g o d .  

Q: Did they dig down into the earth and set the ice dam in there or . . . 
A: No. Both the ice houses of these t w  that I how about, they wre up 
about three foot up off the g r d .  I don't know whether it was for 
ventilation or why that d d  be but they =re up off the ground. 

Q: Did they have daily delivery? 

A: In the country? 

A: No. mce a wek. 

Q: Ch, my. Hm much ice did you have t o  buy then to  . . . and how'd you 
get a place big enough t o  store it? 

A: Your ice boxes--they wren't refrigerated, they sere ice boxes-they'd 
hold LOO pounds, a 100 pound chuck of ice, and it d d  just about las t  a 
wek. 

Q: D i d  you devise some system of piping that wter out that muld nre l t  
and drip? 

A: No. You just had a container underneath and you had t o  keep it 
empty 

Q: You had to remember t o  mpty it? 
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As Ch yes. It wuld be on the floor and you'd be reminded of it. But 
before L+E made &acturad ice, a lo t  of ice wis cut, sawd, and taken 
to the ice house and stored that way, and I h a w  there was a lo t  of it 
done araund Auburn. 

Q: Ran the wta, ponds, and so forth. 'Ihey'd just cut it out? 

A: Yes. They had a regular ice saw. They just cut it out in chunks and 
fished it out and tale it and store it. Howard [Herron] could tell you 
dl about that. He probably been in on saw. of that. 

Q: W e n  I was a l i t t le  g i r l ,  used to  g e t d l k  delivered to  our porch 
in bottles that had narrow mcks and the cream in the wintertime d d  
pop the l id  up and it wuld  freeze and -and and w just thought that 
w delightful--having ice mean on the top of the milk. 

A: That wis the best part of the milk. You had the cream on top. 

Q: that I want t o  know is FJhat it m s  like when it w s  extresnely cold 
out and you had to  go out and milk those caws? Like zero veather. 

A: It w just a chme that you had t o  do and you really didn't think 
too rmch about it. 

Q: Yau just dressed for the occasion? 

A: ' I ha t ' s  right. It got as cold then as it does now and you'd do whatever 
you had to do. Maybe you didn' t l ike  it, but no one ever froze to death. 

Q: bhat about the cattle? Was there any protection for them in the 
redly bad stom? The ice storms . . . 
A: Well, yau didn't keep thgn confined i£ that's what you  an lik day 
and q h t .  All they needed was really a shelter or a windbreak, and most 
E m c s  had that provided for their stock. The milk cows you'd leave in 
at night and let them out in an area t o  exercise in the daythe, You 
didn't hwTe t o  keep than in, no. 

Q: A windbreak w u l d  be built so that it muld protect  the^ fran the 
north and the =st? 

A %tts right. A shelter like that wuld be open on tm sides like on 
the south and east or srmething l ike that but the windbreak d d  be fran 
the mrtbest and the shelter d d  go out that way too. In those days 
yau had straw stacks. You thrashed. You didn't scatter yaur straw on 
the fields 1- you do n m  and you had plenty of straw to bed them and 
all that. They didn't get any colder than w did fooling w i t h  thm, I 
guarantee you. 

Q: You said yozl didn't scatter the straw 1 h  you do m. my do you 
scatter gtraw now? I don't quite understand that. bn' t you raise that 
for a purpose or not? 
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A: ell, not really. B e w e  it is a useful thing to  have, of course, 
if you've got livestock. If you don't have any stock you don't have any 
use for it, Now Jdarmon over here w i l l  buy all  the straw he can find 
during the straw season, but he has a use for it--just a tramdous 
amxlnt of it. The reason you scatter it is because your mchine is built 
for that purpose, Now, the old stationary thrashing machi.nes you just 
sat  in one place and you thrashed 40 acres or whatever in  that one spot. 
You had a b l e r  on the back end of the separator and it just blew it out 
and lnade a stack of it--a huge straw stack. 'Ihen you'd go in there in 
the wintertb and get straw whenever you'd need it or if you had it in a 
f i e l d  &ere you had livestock vhy t k y  could winter a r d  it too. You 
don't see any straw stacks around here any mre. 

Q: It m s t  depend on what kind of baler that they have. I've seen bales 
of hay that =re square, rectangular. Then I've seen them stacked up in 
stacks, d I've seen them in rolls.  Is it just a matter of what kind of 
baler you have or is there s m  reason for those different shapes and 
sizes? 

A: The rol led high bale is the mst recent type of baler. Up until not 
too m y  years ago, w had a square baler--* oblong bales. And you 
c d d  stack them outside or you could put them in a barn either one, but 
the rolled bales-a lot of famrs that use them they just leave those 
bales out in the field and let the catt le run to  them and t h y  don't 
spoil. By being wrapped like that wter doesn't soak into them like it 
w d d  i£ it w s  a ccmpressed bale like the other type. That was, they 
don't have to mve them, t h y  can just leave t h a n  there or they can ro l l  
them around and take than any place they mt to. Now Jim Stockdale over 
here rol ls  a l l  his bales in that field of his, yau hw there dom the 
lane there *ere Jim's got that . . . 
Q: No, I really don't haw, I hew he had sane catt le,  but I didn't 
know where he kept them. 

A: kll, he's got I think 40 acres, =thing like that, but it 's dawn 
Fletcher Lane, But you'd carre in £ran the hardroad and there's a building 
up and on right across k r m  ~ a c k e r s  . . . 

R d  of Side Qne, Tape Three 

A: . . . so he keeps it in grass and mst ly  in alfalfa and rol ls  that 
into bales and I understand that they pick that up and take that to  
Missauri--that: far away. If you don't have livestock, you don't have any 
use for it. 

Q: Jim [Stockdale] just keeps livestock? 

A: He doesn't have any now and he hasn't had for t m  years I believe. I 
really don't know &y. You see &en he had the livestock, he didn't have 
the hay, The lhestock d d  keep the hay d m  and there wuldn't be 
mythmg to bale. I guess he thinks this is a better m y  probably-- 
easier--he doesn't have to fool with taking care of the catt le at  least. 
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Q: He has bees. Did you knaw that? Ibmy bees. 

A: Yea. He's got than over there at that farm where that shed is. 

Q: I've had sane of that honey. 

Q: I have, it's real good, of course. 

A: I hagine it is. He's got that alfalfa patch and I understand that 
rmkes good boney. 

Q: Wtll, Bud, when did you decide to give up keeping animals? Did they 
get la be expensive to keep? 

A: No, not really. 
didn't have roan for 
I sold off this land 

After I sold the ground for the golf course, I 
them. I quit milking ahead of that, though. After 
where I'd always kept: them, I didn't b e  places for 

than* 

Q: So about haw long ago was that? 

A: 1963, nearly twenty years, eighteen, I guess. W finished this golf 
course in 1963, didn't we? Isn't that what the book says. I think it 
was in 1963. 

Q: Bud, at was the mst undesirable chore you had to do as a farmer? 
Was there anything you just didn't l ike to do? 

A: Nothing In particular that I can thhk  of. You just didn't think 
abut the things that ym had to do. It was just a c a m m  practice to  go 
and do what had to be done. You didn't think too rmch about it. 

Q: FJhat kind of thing gave y m  the mst satisfaction as a fanaer? 

Q: Tne freedan t o  do as you pleased. 

A: Yes. If you m t e d  to go sane place, you didn't have to ask saebody, 
if you wanted to take the day off. I was my boss. 

Q: Samebody had to feed your a n h l s  everyday. 

A: Yes, we either hired saneone to take care of than or had a neighbor 
take care of than for you. Y a  muld exr=hange things like that. It 
wasn ' t a big problem. 

Q: khen you =re a teacher did you have all  these animals and the farm 
mrk besides? 

A: W. I just helped on the farm then. I was not married then. I took 
care of saae stock at the south place, kt I w s  not that far along into 
fanning yet. 



Q: Before you had electrici ty to your farm. Can you reumber what your 
evenings wre like? tihat did the family do in the evening? 

A: k =re without lights for about five years after we =re married. 
But w had radios and w listened t o  the programs. The reception m s  
god .  Ihe f i r s t  set R ever had was Natvater Canton. I think that is 
one of the early ones that camz out. It m s  battery operated. 

Q: Did you go to  bed early, do you think, because it ws dark? 

A: W e l l ,  maybe you mt t o  bed early because you mrked harder. bk had 
gas lights then. They were gmd lights. You have seen the kind that you 
pump up, you put: gas in thern. They have mantles. We had those a l l  over 
the house. bk had no problan with lighting. hk didn' t go to  bed early 
for that reason, but because you had to get up early. 

Q: b t  time did you get up? 

A: It d d  depend upon the season. IXzring corn shckEng time, you got 
up early. Normally the corn shckexs Ere in the f ie ld  by daylight. 
Ready to shuck corn. I3 you had rnilk t o  get ready for a truck at a 
certain time, then you had t o  get up early for that. 

Q: Bud, n w  that vie have mre conveniences and have more e r n  equipment, 
do you feel that the farmer is mrking as hard and as long as yau did 
when you e r e  younger? 

A: ih yau rean physically? 

Q: Robably it nsn ' t  physically, but I see s a w  of these farmers out 
after  dark, mrking later  w i t h  lights on their tractors. I think you 
told xae it w s  a custm for you to  quit a t  a certain t i m e  of the day, 
that you didn't wrk on into the la te ,  la te  hours. 

A: b11, the difference is the mrk  is more mchanical and a t  that time 
your wrk ms, of course, horsepmr,  and you had t o  give your horse rest 
and you had t o  rest yourself. You are not abusing a tractor by running 
it at night, You are going to run it so m y  hours t o  do a certain 
aumnt of mrk anyway &ether you do it at night or daytime. If  you are 
behind in your mrk you w i l l  do it at  nwt, because you have the lights 
and the air conditioner and &.heater on the tractors anymore. 

Q: The d m  fanaer has the advantage, If there is a good spell of 
weather, they can get out there and mrk th extra b u s .  

A: & sure. Yau couldn't do that in the horee and bqgg days, because 
yauc livestock had t o  have rest. You didn't wrk the long hams then. 

I never f d  anything distasteful abaut farm mrk. I enjoyed it and 
took a lot of pride in my mrk. You could look back and see that there 
ws some- that you had done yourself and if it m s  good, okay and i£ 
it w s  bad, then you hew who did it. 



Q: If yau had ever had a choice that you could be anything other than a 
farmer, ws there apything that you can think of that you d d  rather 
have been? 

A: h11, there m s  at one the ,  but that didn't last too long. I mnted 
to  be a dentist, when I was in school. But then I got imolved in teaching, 
and this wmt by the wayside when I got involved in farming. I liked it. 
I never had any regrets or any desire t o  do anything else really. 

Q: Bud, I am going to ask you a question that I asked your son one time. 
If you had a choice to live anywhere in the mrld ,  where w d d  you choose 
to  live? 

A: Right here. 

Q: W t '  s exactly FJhat Jim said. 

A We have talked about that over at the club quite a bit, W d d  be 
bit- about smrething and R muld always wind up saying, 'Where d d  
yau go that would be any better than here?" I think that is true. %re 
are saw things, I think, that could be made easier, but you can't control 
tk eather and I think that is the only thing that you could change that 
d d  make it better. 

Q: Back t o  the electricity. Do you think you s t a r t e d  read- mre books 
or did it change your evenirg activit ies.  

A: No, I don' t think it did. It w s  just the convenience of having it 
and all the accessories that wnt  w i t h  it t o  lighten the load, such as 
punping the mter or ironing or whatever you could apply electrici ty to  
instead of using manpmer. That vas the biggest advantage. I don't 
think it changed our night l i f e  any. 

Q: Hrrw abut T.V.? Did that change your evenings activities? 

A: Oh, I think it changed everybody's. 

Q: F a  the better or the mrse, do you think? 

A: kll , a mth ago I m l d  have said for the mrse. [speaking of the 
presidental elections] Listening t o  all those dam politicians. I think 
that is detrimental t o  television, really. 

Q: bk don't need so rmcb of it. 

A: W l l ,  it goes on . . . star t ing  last spring, in April, and it ws 
contirums all swrer  long. I get sick of it. I think mst people knw 
who they are going t o  vote for and why they are going t o  vote for them. 
A l l  that lingo they put out . . . you can't believe it q y  . You know 
if they are elected, &ever, you know it isn't going to be like they say 
it is. Wtt it is there and the only way is to  shut it off. It is an all 
the nel3Drk.s. 



Q: b n ' r  yau think it is very hard for any presidmt t o  be his o m  man? 

A: & yes, he is bossed before he is a contender. I don't care who he 
is. 

Q: It seens that you can't get that Ear without a l o t  of money. 

A: True, the f a t  cat has got it. That i sn ' t  the my this govermnt m s  
supposed to be. Fran this point on, I don't think it w i l l  ever be my  
different. I don't ~JIOW what is going t o  change it. 

Q: Basically, do you feel T.V. has been a pret ty good thing for the 
~ p l e ?  

A : C&, I think so. In a w y  , it is educational , ycru certainly get the 
news a l o t  faster ,  the good and the bad both. Wre bad news than good, 
but yes,  I think it is a step forward. 

Q: Just the fact that w =re able to  witness t h h g s  l ike  the rim landing 
on the nrton. That w s  a wnderhl thing to be able t o  see. 

A: It's a great big mystery, i sn ' t  it? 

Q: Did you ever think that  anyone d d  go t o  the mxm? 

A: W l l ,  no. You never gave it a thou&&. 

Q: Even when you read Buck Rogers? 

A: No, that was f ic t ion to  me. But it ws pretty close t o  what has 
happened. It is a mystery how they can take pictures and send them back 
t o  us. I w i l l  never understand how they did that. 

Q: Probably because ccarrmnications mwes so nu& faster than it used to, 
them is so rnxch m e  howledge available and ways t o  get t o  it. Another 
thought provoking question, Bud, wuld you like t o  have lived during any 
other time in history? 

A: No, I don't think so, Shirley. %re has been a l o t  of things happen 
in my period of l i fe .  You wder vhat could happen in the nerrt: period 
that could even cane close t o  it, but I ' m  sure it will. 

Q: It's almst scarey. 

A: It is, With all these ccmputers and the things they can do. 

Q: Well, do you thhk w i t h  all  this technological hawledge that people 
have m, that they w i l l  find sane other means of travel other than gas 
driven? By nuclear p i l l s  or anything of that sort? Drive up to  a drugstore 
and say put a p i l l  in the tank? 

A: Well, there is no use t o  say that it can't be done. They have done 
so mmy things that m could never conceive or think that they c d d  do. 
I don't think that: there is any l i m i t  t o  what can be done. Certainly w 



are going to need samething t o  supplemetlt t h i s  F r  shortage that T ~ R  
have pt , i f  it is really there. I 'm not so sure that it is. It's 
possible that they w i l l  harness the sun or t k  wind. I don't h a w .  

Q: I think the solar energy developnents awe going t o  be good for us, 
don't you? 

A: k l 1  , I don't think they are going forwrd w i t h  it fast enough. At 
least, it is rmt being applied, I don't how of any of that around here, 
h y a u ?  

Q: W l l ,  Sam Sslell has a solar heated hog hause. Have you seen tihat 
yet? It is the first one in the whole mxld. And it will be featured in 
National Geographic. 

A: No, I haven't seen it yet. k t  if it is successful and evidently it 
is or Sam muldn't have it, why aren't they mving ahead w i t h  i t ?  I 
d d n ' t  be surprised i f  e don't al l  have it in years t o  cane. 

Q: I 'm looking forward to it myself. I ' d like to think that I could 
have my o m  indoor garden and just pluck a t m t o  whenever I wanted to, 
and know that I w s  going to stay mrm at the same time. 

A: Ihat wuld be nice. 

Q: h d ,  let's go back a little. Wt w s  your first phone like? 

A: Well, rn have had telephones back as far as I can r d r ,  wen in 
Kentucky. I& had the kind that you crank on the mil . You could ca l l  
direct to  that neighbor ox just by the mmbr of r-s. You d d  crank 
a nunber of rings. And you listened for your rings dwther they =re 
long m &xt. They didn't h a .  system like they do now. The lines 
were just put upon poles cut out of the timber, stick it up in the fence 
and wire it, and put a wire on it and run it t o  your house or the neighbors. 
It m i l d  be a neighborhood project. h n  w cam here, about the same 
system existed. 

Q: Md ylru haw a lot of people on your line for quite ahi le  when you 
=re in the country? 

A: Yes. High as a dozen. 

Q: D i d  p ever have any trouble getting the line when you wnted it? 

A: You m e  lucky if you ever got it. 

Q: Is that right? It was probably a g o d  source of entertairment in 
those days. 

A: Yes, sure, If the old hen laid an extra egg why she wuld call and 
tell her nei-efibor about it, that ms a problem, really. If you needed 
the phone real bad you could cut in and tell them it m s  an emergency and 
if it was a neighbor, they d d  get off the line. Otherwise you mjight 
have to w a i t  and wit until they got though visiting. 
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Q: So it was mre  a means of entertainment than for emergency. 

A: Especially for the wwn,  yes. Of course, the nw didn' t. 

Q: ?hey d d  go and have coffee, I understand, i f  they wanted t o  talk. 

A: Yes, that's the bare way. You don't improve anybody's conversation 
that  wy. 

Q: Bud, l e t  ' s ta lk  about when you =re on the school board. What year 
did ycu go on? 

A ;  k11, you are talking about the high school board? I was on the 
school board twnty- tw years in the country and in t om,  too. I m s  on 
the board *en w organized the unit district. And that ,  I think, would 
have been 1946 or 1947, the date I am not sure of. I m s  on the board 
possibly three years before that and about three years af ter  that. 

Q: Wat are sme of the problems that you care across during that the? 

A .  We didn't have any real problems. bk had some in the administration. 
I& had one real bad session. tk had a principal that w hired that w s  
just back fran the service. He m s  in  the marine corp. And it ms just 
about the tim they started to  force physical training i n  the schools 
for all kids. Sane of the param--he [principal] took care of this, he 
had a lot  of experience i n  it, *ich naturally he could, but the parents 
began to think that he w s  too regimental and that sort  of thing and oh, 
w had paxents cam dowin t o  the school, t o  the board meting, just raising 
the devil. k had quite a bit of problems with that. But during that 
time, while he was still here, we organized the unit dis t r ic t ,  Ttae year 
after = got it organized, he vent t o  Marshall, Illinois. That was his 
next assigmmt. IIe was a good superintendent, really, but he just 
didn't fit the camamity for sane reason. (Xztside of that ,  e didn't 
haw any real problem. 

Q: Did you do any building during that time? 

A: M y  the bus wage. Of course, up until the tirne that E f o d  a 
unit district, w didn't need a bus garage, because I+E didn't haul the 
kids. But after that, w did have to,  and w e  baclght scme buildings over 
in I l l ~ l i s  that they used during the mr. %t muld be the extent of 
the building &ile I w e  on the board. 

Q: Did yrxl do any consolidation studies while you =re on the board? 

A: Yes, all the time. It just an on going thing for carmittees t o  
be meeting bemen Virden, Gtrard, and Divemon to t ry t o  cane up w i t h  
s a ~  kind of solution to put the schools together for a lot better systan. 

Q: that kind of opposition did you run into? 

A: Parents did not want theix kids t o  go out of tom t o  go t o  school. 
Just like d ~ n  w organized the uni t  d i s t r i c t ,  the parents in the country 
didn't want theh kids t o  go to t o m  t o  school, the sam type of thing, 
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you h o w .  It looked like at that time that legislature was going t o  take 
public aid awy £run the schools that =re not of a certain size, 
populationwise. W thought it was important t o  get these schools together, 
so that you could have a school that you could h u w  vas going to last. 
So far they havent t done that. Divernozl is still hanging on. But they 
don't have mch to hang with, I don't guess, 

Q: Their e n r o l h t  is not increasing and they don' t bave roan to  -and 
thek tom,  since all the surrounding area is farmland. 

A: It has been a t om  that I don't think has grm in  size since I can 
reamber, Now Pamee has grow, Exxlse after house, built over there. 

Q: Well, I think schools are a big attraction. 

A: Yes, schools and churches are the tm things that yau d d  look a t .  

Q: Do p think there ever w i l l  be a consolidation? 

A: I don't think there ever w i l l  be, unless the legislature takes  school 
aid away fran the small poplation. I f h l y  believe that consolidation 
could offer a better curriculum. I think that they could have a good 
technical teaching program that wuld benefit a lo t  of kids d ~ o  wuld 
drop out of school and they don't have a chance to  be exposed to  different 
things that they m i g h t  be able t o  do. I think there muld be a great 
advantage i n  consolidation. 

Q: Eben the more advanced students get a little bored, I think, because 
they don't have the st inmulation that they could have, i£ there =re more 
and better subjects offered. 

A: ell, there is less incentive In a small school than there is in  a 
large school, you h o w ,  there wuld  just have to be. 

Q: Do you think people are mre canerrled that there w l d  not be a 
football team that can play Viwden or that their kid d d n ' t  be good 
enugh for the team, if they =re at  a bigger school? They kind of 
overlook the advantages, 

A: Yks. I think that they look at the wrong advantages. After a l l ,  the 
school i~ there to  educate, and all these other things are impartant of 
course, but secondary. But I think that is exactly &at people think, 
that my child wn ' t  have the progress that he muld have i f  he e r e  in a 
small acbnol because he is closer t o  his teacher and closer t o  the kids 
because it is a small paup,  but I don't thhk  tha t  is necessarily good. 

Q: D ~ ~ t m i g h t  mrk out a l l  right for grade schools, They could still 
have their pade schools and then they could join in a larger hi@ school. 
That WEIS the idea behind it, =snt t it? 

A: Yes. 

Q: 'Ihat closeness that they need, they muld be getting i n  their early 
years* 



A: Yes,  by the time they are in high school, their attitudes are different 
and they are ready for another step in l i f e  by them, I think. (tape 
st;apped) 

Q: Bud, w e  are going t o  talk about &lgemod Cowstry Club. How did it 
get started? 

A  : k11, there ~ k l s  a group of fellows chat played golf in Springfield, 
U a r d  and Jacksonville for years and there w s  always a poblem of 
gett i rg an the tee, and they talked about t h  possibility of getting a 
golf club started i n  tihe camunity. I think it vas in July of 1962 that 
w had the f i r s t  meting at  the Aubum Grade School. It was just bemen 
Auburn and V F r d e n  at that tirne. 

Q: How many people attended? 

A :  lknty-five probably. mere a s  quite a group. There was a l o t  of 
discussion about whether it ws feasible or not, and there was always a 
questim of mter and that sort of thing. We did decide a t  that point t o  
go on w i t h  the investigation and find out what the interest wuld be and 
that sort of thing. tk definitely & c M  to  include all the small tams 
around i n  the Clharter Maher Group. Vlirden, Girard, Pame, Famrsvi l le ,  
Mvernon, etc . k formed a group of forty charter members and rn pledged 
a note of $3000 each. k hired an architect who buil t  the course. 

Q: b was that? 

A: -lie Maddox. He m s  £ran St. Charles, Illinois. Up around micago. 

Q: Had he done this type of tark before? 

A: & yes, he was a professional. He buil t  Lincoln Greens and he was in 
the area d m  w decided t o  build this one. 

Q: Was he terribly expensive? 

A: No, I don't think so. He laid out all the g r b r k .  There w s  a 
lo t  of wrk donated. F a m r s  w i t h  tractors and that sort  of thing. 

Q: b h t  =re sane of the arw that they looked into? 

A: W11, the one directly wst of Thayer w s  the only one that I h e w  
anything about. That area dawn by Sugar Creek. They e r e  looking for  a 
mter source and a good terrain. After several meetings and investigations 
they f inally decided on this. [Edgemod in Auburn] They got their f i r s t  
loan £ran N0kaxd.a Savings and Loan and that w s  $120,000. That was 
enalgh to  get us started. 'Ihat m l d  build the course. 'Ihen e got a 
loan £ram Rural Electric--= had eighteen lots up on the north side and 
down the east side. We pledged seven of those lo t s  for $35,000 and 
borrow& that mch frm than. And then w mt ahead and got the clubhouse 
buil t .  Nelson Femandez m s  the architect for the c l u b b e ,  We mt a t  
the F'iesta in Virden every Thursday for a year m the plans for the 
clubhause, 
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Q: How long did it take to  conplete the clubhouse? 

A: I don't think w did an* on the clubhause in 1962. started 
it eaxly in 1963 and by the Fourth of July the golf course opened, but 
the clubhouse and tEae pool w e  not quite finished yet. bk postponed the 
opening until Labor h y  and then w had the grand opening. 

Q: Nine holes of the golf course e r e  cqle ted  and ready to play on. 
Mow did they do that so quickly? 

A: ell, they had a good fa l l  to mrk. After they started in the f a l l ,  
they seeded mst of the peens w i t h  those l i t t le cuttings of grass, you 
know, and they put sacks over them. 'Ihey wren' t g o d  the f i r s t  year, it 
m s  rough, the fairways and t b  &ole thing. But there m s  a lo t  of 
volunteer mrk. Ekople d d ,  maybe one or tm fnilies,  muld take one 
green and take care of it. They muld mrk during the year to take out 
any WAS and grass that m i l d  cane in a new seeding l i k  that, It took 
three or four years t o  get the g e m s  in good condition. That is stxnething 
that you can't build overnight. 

Q: Was the area very waled? 

A: bst of the wad was along the creek in the clubhouse area. A l o t  
ws taken out there. Over in the other part it w s  just d l  stuff, 
brush. This w s  mainly pasture land. 

Q: You o d  this pasture land, is that correct? 

A: ks. bhen the back nine w s  built. There was more brush and trash 
and whatever, than there m s  on the front nine, because it had not: been 
cdtivated for quite sorne t h e .  Ikt with the mchinery that they had, 
they could just clean it off real easy. 

Q: Did you use the sanae architect that drew up the front nine? 

A: No, he had nothing t o  do w i t h  the back nine. The board drew up the 
back nine. The architect said it couldn't be done. He looked a t  sore 
plans that w drew up and said there just ~ s n ' t  enough roan. It's built 
on . . . a r d  forty acres. 'Ihat isn' t  amugh really for a nine hole 
course, t o  have the length of the holes yau mt. 

Q: kll, I think it is mowe challenging than the from nine, 

A: It wxrksd aut real good. 

Q: Ib you think there a s  more enthusiasm and cooperation of the rmnbership 
in the begiryning? 

A: & definitely. It was just like one big family, really. Y w  cauld 
go ava to the clubhouse any night in the wek, and mybe there wuld be 
a dozen m tcm dmen people over there, and you muld yll up one big 
table and areqkdy muld have £un together. It doesn t happen a n p r e  
and hasn't for several years. A lot of the m r s  FJho took part i n  the 
beginning have mved or have lost  interest. But it was a real social 
club at that t h e .  



Q: We still have a very nice club, but I t hhk  a lot of people that have 
mt wrked really hard to  get it going, tend t o  c q l a i n  and pick at scm 
of the things that are going on. I think that hurts the club. 

A: Don't you think that is natural? There are always sam that will 
find fault with the schools or churches or uhatever. There are always 
s m  people that are dissatisfied for one reason or another and just have 
to pick at it. It does hurt the club. The feeling today, I don't think 
is as good as it was when rn had forty charter members. Nuw w have ten 
people *o are financially responsible, and I think the atmosphere is 
to ta l ly  different. But it is still a nice club and a good place to go. 
It is quite an asset to our tom. You muld have to  go quite a bays t o  
find one quite as nice in  an area like this. 

EM of Side T b ,  Tape Three 


