
C l i f f i e  Smith Patterson's brother  Sgt. E. H. Smith. 
He served in World War I in France as a machine gunner. 



Table of Contents 

Family Back&raund . . . . . .  
Education . . . . . . . . . .  
Cliffie Patterson's Husband . 
Farm Life . . . . . . . . . .  
Family B a c k g r d  . . . . . .  
C h i l M  . . . . . . . . . .  
School Teachers . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  Fann in Illinois 

Sewimg . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  Farm I i f e  

Genealogy . . . . . . . . . .  
Ehterlximmt . . . . . . . .  
Traveling . . . . . . . . . .  
Disasters . . . . . . . . . .  
Cliffie Patterson' s Children . 
Activities . . . . . . . . . .  
Cliffie Patterson's Brothex . 
Senior C i t i z e n s  Group . . . .  



Preface 

This m r i p t  is a product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by 
Jean W f e  for the Oral History Office in D e c d e x ,  1984. Jean Wauffe 
transcribed and edited the transcript. Cliffie Smlth Patterson r e v i d  
the transcript. 

Clif f i e  Smith Patterson w s  born in LaClede County, Missouri, ktober 29, 
1895. She had just celebrated her ninetieth birtMay shortly before this 
interview bok place. Cliffie w s  the third generatian of schoolteachers 
in her family, her son and ganddau&ters f o l l d  in her footsteps, 

five generations of teachers, a fact she is very p r d  of. Stve 
rminisces about her school days, her teaching days, and her children's 
ducation, and how things have changed wer the yeaxs , 

Readers of the oral history mmir  should bear in mind that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken wrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor mq&t to preserve the S o d ,  cowersational style that i s  
inherents in such historical sources. Sangamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The mmwcript my be read, quoted and cited freely, I t  may not be 
x e p r d ~ e d  in 4mle or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pern'dssion in writing from the Oral History Office, Sang= 
State Wersity , Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Cliffie Smith Patterson, ktober 3,  1984, 

Jean HaufEe, Intervie=. 

Q: Now, when =re you born, Cliffie? Do you wmt to t e l l  us that? 
(laughs 

I w s  born October the 29th, 1895. 

18952 

And that school ~s taken in, that picture m s  taken in 1892. 

That ws a l i t t l e  before you Ere born then? 

It certainly was. 

Y o u r  dad w s  a school teacher? 

For 13 years, then 13 years he ran for Recorder of LaClede Caunty. 

%t ms LaClde County, Missouri . . . 
Anl was mmhatd [elected] and his health--is that recording there? 

Yes. That's okay. That's what E want. 

And his health wasn't too god, about the end of his term, so w 
raved back to the farm. k wre farmrs to s t a r t  and then t\ne, as I say, 
w w e d  to tom, and his health wisn't very good and then = rmved to 
Colorado, k ws in Colorado tw years. But s t i l l  his health s t i l l  
wasn't very good, but then = came back to Lebanon. %Is k e  w 
lived, in Lebanon. That's where my parents are buried. Ard before he 
passed-he knew that his l i f e  m s  short and he wanted Blanche and I, my 
sister and I, to go live w i t h  my gr-ther, until--he knew he was going 
to be gone-yau h o w .  And w had a sale--oh, vie had a sale before w 
v a t  to Colorado, after w m e d  to the country, back to  the country. 
And, did I tell you that e four children =re born there in LaClede 
h m t y ?  

Q: Mutt: are p u r  siblings' maes here? 

A: k11, we =re all *re born there in the house. I guess that ws on 
the place when Poppa bought it. They don't say Poppa a n p r e ,  either, do 
they? (laughs) 
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Q: No, they don't, do they? 

A: kll, thenhe built another hause on the same farm, and then it was 
fran there tha t  e mt to Lebanon. 

Q: I see, and you had three brothers and sisters? 

A: I had t w  brothers and one sister. 

Q: k e  they older or younger than you? 

A: I m s  next to  the youngest. 

Q: Wm i a s  the oldest? 

A: l2lmmd. 

Q: bhen w s  he born, about? 

A: He was born in 1891. 

Q: b i b  ws m? 

A: A d  my brother, Claude, w s  born in 1893. 

Q: 1893? 

A: 1893. And Cliffie was born 1895, and Blanche w s  born 1897. 

Q: Are they are still mnderhg a r d  with us? 

A: What? 

Q: Are they all still alive, just l ike  you? 

A: I'm the only one that's l e f t .  And my mther, her name ms Cook. A d  
her grandmother's name was . . . h t  ms theb name . . . 
Q: Let's see, I have Wanen, Mary Warren here. Here's the chart, can 
yw read the writing on there? 

A: It w m  -gar& h e r .  

Q: Oh, okay. We don't have it on this sheet then. 

A: No. She m s  the mther of my grandfather. 

Q: Oh. 

A: k t  it's Margaret W e r .  

Q: h e r ,  okay. 
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A: M-0-U-S-E-R, I finally get it. 

A: Margaret Mouser, and they said that she married r q  grandfather ' s 
father, and she had a brogue when she talked, she never got rid of it. 

Q: She rmst have been Irish? 

A: She's German1 

Q: Oh, okay. 

A: And on my mther's side, oh, let's see, on my mther's side, her 
people c a m  frm Englad. And there is a lady i n  kssachusetts that is 
writing a bwk. She belongs to that Cook strain ard she's writing a book 
relative to our Cooks ard she's been wer t o  Q l a n d ,  I think about three 
times lookkg up raaterial . I 'm  q c t i n g  to  get that book pretty soon. 

Q: Yes, that m l d  be nice. Did your mther die when you were young? 
You didn ' t say mch a b u t  her. 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: I dssed that. 

A: I wts just six. 

Q: h t  did she die of? She was so young. 

A: A t  that time they didn't  have the doctors l ike they have today. And 
the way I've heard it, they talked l ike it wts quick consumption. They 
don't c a l l  it consumption anymre, they call it TB. 

Q: I 've heard the quick consumption term. 

A: Well, Iremrkr my mther, w had txo harries there ink-. At 
the f i r s t  be, it was out at the edge, pretty close to the edge af town 
d w had a d l  acreage and they had fruit on it. I remember, althou& 
w viere -11, I r d r  my mther going out d picking berries and 
things a d  when she cam horn, she sat in the, wll, a doorway be- 
the kitchen ard--el1 it msn ' t  a screened-in porch, h t  it ms f i l led  
in. Like a l i t t le roan. She w so tired, she sat d m  there a d  that 

of her sickness, And I wll r d r  ue had a colored 
--Mrs. Miller--and anyway when my rmther passed amy 

then, she passed away December 31, 1903. It m s  Decclmber , wll , I guess 
I w about seven. Well, anyway, Poppa bou&t a place up closer to, 
nearer the lxlsiness part of the tom. 

I 
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Q: He ws Caunty Clerk at this tine? 

A: Oh, no. 

Q: kt at this t k ?  

A: He ws Recorder of Deeds. 

Q: RBcordev of Deeds at this time? 

A: Yes. I rPmPmber e were still on the farm, he had a man, it ms a 
young n m  that did the farm wrk, and had a lo t  of peach seeds and he 
told that guy to go out d plant than ard he dug a hole ard planted a l l  
of them in one hole. (lau&s) 

Q: Did yous father mke him replant them? 

A: 'Ihat's all I r d r  a b u t  it. 

Q: Okay. 

A: 'Ihatls all I r d r  about, lmt wsn't that s a n e t h i n g ?  

Q: He planted them all i n  one place? 

A: He just wmt out there and dug a hole ard pt the dmle outfit in 
there. 

Q: k asn ' t  about to mrk too hard. tEow lcmg m s  your father Recorder 
of Deeds of LaClede County? 

A: Just four years. 

Q: Jwt the one term. 

A: Just &--that1 s &en his health wsn't very good. He m s  only 43 
when he passed away. 

Q: I howhe m s  young. Wt year w s  it, do you recall ,  that you wnt 
to Colorado? buld this have been after your mther died? 

A: cJh, yes. k had a stepmother then. I& hardly ever mt ioned her. 
( lmgt'ls) 

Q: I don1 t mention m i n e ,  either. (lau&s) 

A: Seems like she's not in the family. Wzt, see, before Poppa died, he 
m t e d  Blanche a d  I to  be down there with his mther. See, our mtha 

Q: Naw w s  his mther still in IaClede Caunty or where a s  she? 

A: Oh, e w all in LaClede Caunty. That w the only place. But r 
talking about my grandfather Cook, didn't yau wder the other day i f  
was married? 
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Q: Yes.  

A: He was only 27 when he wnt  out there, and he got married when he 
c- h. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: bhat else ywu went rxle to te l l  yau? 

Q: W e l l ,  I kas kind of uandering--what k h d  of pets did you have whep 
you =we on the farm? Did y m  have cats and dogs? 

A: And do you h a w  when ny father was teaching school, my rmther d d  
put on her coat and whatever she had on her head--a scarf--and go out a d  
milk the cows. 

Q: She did? 

Q: Did you ever d l k  cows when you =re young? 

A: Oh, yes. We had c o w  and horses and I remnhr when w mt to 
Lebanon, my dad bought a surrey. 

Q: kll, that was fancy, msn't it? 

A: It ws fancy. I think it had fringe around on top. 

Q: Just like the m i e ?  

A: And, le t ' s  see, it m s  a me horse affair. 

Q: h t  was the horse's n-? Do you remaher? 

A: Charlie, I think. (laughter) 

Q: Did ywu start to school in the country or did you go to  school in 
Lnbanon? 

A: Qnt to school at Lebanon. And my s e c d  grade teacher there at  
Lebanon--she took mine and Blanche's pictures near where w all  vent to 
the batkocm-ell, w e  didn't have no bathroan then. bk had a l i t t le  
tuilding on the outside where the boys had theheir building a d  w had our 
building,. 

Q: Yes, they still had that h e n  I was in school. 

A: And, I think they got their mter out of a pnnp. 

Q: b 1 d n ' t  be surprised. 

A: A n ~ y  , my second grade teacher, she took mine and Blanche ' s pictyres 
and at that tine, when people had a &istau tree, it was always at @ 
church. 



Log schoolhouse where C l i f f i e  Smi th  Patterson's father t a u g h t  
in LaClede County, M i s s o u r i  ca.  1890. Mr. S m i t h  is standing 
in the doorway . 

C l i f f i e  Smith P a t t e r s o n  and h e r  sister Blanche ca. 1901 
when C l i f f i e  was i n  t h e  second grade .  
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Q: 'Izlat ms the only place that had a Christmas tree? 

A: Well, I think so. (laughter) 'Ihat's a l l  I r d r .  

Q: You didn' t have one at  harae? 

A: Wlt anyway there at the Christian mwch there a t  Lebanon, my secpnd 
gade  teacher plt that picture on the tree for me. 

Q: Well, that was nice. 

A: I'll show it to you after a while. 

Q: okay. 

A: I have the original picture that she took. k11, h t  else w i l l  I 
t e l l  you? 

Q: W e l l ,  what was the school like? Was it a big sch~ol  , w s  it a one-roan 
school? 

A: Oh, inkbanon? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh no, it had upstairs and damstairs a d  a l l .  

Q: Oh, separate classes? 

A: I think it m s  the Vick Schml. 

Q: Oh, that was just really &ern. 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: And up-to-date here. 

A: And at that time people had the oudoor toilets. 

Q: Yes, that's not a l l  that far my. I remember those. 

A: You can 1:- that? 

Q: Yes, afraid so, Okay. 

A: Well, now, a t  else? 

Q: You stayed in . . . 
A: bk m s  in  Colorado tm yars just for Poppa's health and then w same 
back t o  Lebanon. 

Q: And you mt to school there? Did pu go t o  high school there in 
Lebanon? 
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A: All the high school that I had I got in  college. And listen, at that 
t i r e ,  they had hi& school mrk in the grade schools. We had algebra and 
everything. 

Q: Did you go to grade school eight years or did you go longer? 

A: . . . d, I had an umle that m s  a teacher, and before we had t o  
take au: teacher' s examination, and before e took that teacher's 
examination, Uncle kank d d  have us to  core wer--my cousin and I-- 
because w e  wmted to take the examination, he wanted to train us. And = 
wmt t o  kbanon--and now r d r  , Poppa and Mcmm a s  gone. 

Q: Yes. 

A: k Wnt to Lebanon, and believe it or not, w wnt in a wgon. 

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: Ucle Joe took k l a  and I up there a d  ~ s e  took the teacher's exadnation 
and then if you'd pass the teacher's examhation you could teach school. 
You'd get a teacher's certificate. 

Q: Now had y m  been to  college yet, or you just . . . 
A: I wmt to college after that, 

Q: Oh, okay. Just out of your grade schcml? 

A: Southest, -11, i t 's  called Southwst Teacher's College mw, but at 
that time they called it Teacher's N o d ,  but they've changd it to  
Southest  Missauri now. 

Q: Is t h i s  in Lebanon? 

A: A l l  right, I t a t  one year . . . just one year. My sister tau@ 
tm. And then I stayed w i t h  my great-grandfather and grandmther . . . 
just before I got married. Got married after I wmt dawn there to stay 
with them. 

Q: Ncrw &re =re they? 

A: They was at  Redtop, Mssouri. 

Q: Now is that in Dallas Caunty? 

A: lhat w Dallas. Yau hew about that too, don' t you? (laughs) 

Q: I looked in the atlas t o  see where these counties Ere. 

A: a, yes. k11 then when Herve and I got mawried . . . 
Q: Naw did you meet him at college? *re did you meet him? 
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A: I m t  to college before I got mrried. 

Q: I knw, but did you m e t  him, meet Herve at college? 

A: I mt him there at my great-grandfather's and my great-grandmther 's 
h o ~ .  W e l l ,  it ws not their h, it was my aunt by miage, her sister 
i s  the one that got us together. All right, then his f i r s t  mrk-after 
m got married--he was the conductor on a streetcar. 

I 
I Q: In Redtop? 

I 
I 

A: Fb, no, no, in Springfield. 

Q: Oh, okay. 

A: And because his brothers m s  out here a l l  farmin% a r d  M t  . Pulaski, 
you know, Herve didn't like that, when he was  raised up in the country, 
being a streetcar mtorman. A l l  right then, then w cane out here. 

Q: What year d d  that have been? 

A: All right, then, v a  cam out here, as I said, l e t  IIE see--I have t o  
think a minute. But he was on the streetcar, he wrked for the traction 
ccnrrpany, a d  as I said w c e  out here. And he came on a freight train 
carrying cyus . . . I think VE had txm cows and a w e  horses. 

Q: bhat Ere the cows' m s ?  Do you renember? 

A: Oh, heavens, no. I don't remember that. But: anyway, Steve Patterson, 
Heme's brother, got us a place mt here, out be M t  . Pulaski there, and 
we w e  there five years on that place, 

1 Q: bho cmned the place? 

A: h d  the man that  had bought the place, he w s  renting and he owd 
mmey but he bat that place. A l l  ri&t, after m =re there five 
years his sister lost  their Easm over by Elkhart .  W e l l ,  anyway, Hewe 
wanted to come out here on account of the other boys being out here. 
Well, then a man called us up that had a farm fm rent. And he's the guy 
that everybody hated. (l-ter) 

A: Well, m ~ y ,  he said he saw--= even had our sale bi l l s  printed, 

Q: You wxe all ready to quit farming k? 

A: bkdidn' twantto. 

Q: But you didn't  have a choice, looked like. 

A: But the mm that place, his sister and her husband had lost  their 
place, and he cried vhen he told us that he wuld have to l e t  his sis r 
have it because he said, "She had wney when I didn't have mney . " u: I 
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right, this other mn up there, betwen M t  . atlaski and Latham, he called 
us d he said he had a place, so R m t  aver there and m w s  wer 
there five years, every year e w s  lookbg for another place. 

Q: You didn't l i k e  him either? 

A: k didn't like him. All right, there was a man called TRimbach phat 
had a fa rm up close to Latham. And he lived on it but the farm that 'he 
wanted us to take was closer t o  M t .  Pulaski than it was to Latham. kt 
the kids f i r s t  had to start to school i n  Latham because they had us in 
that district .  Wasn't that &l. 

Q: That's always an aggravation. 

A: b t  anyway, w got wer that because Mr. Ladenbill, you've heard of 
him, hasren't you? 

Q: Oh, I remdxx Mr. Lukenbill. 

A: Oh, yes, he used to visit all the schools, *11, le t ' s  see--how m s  
that nw-oh, he said he'd let us be in the district 05 M t .  Pulaski 
because m e r e  the only ones around there that a s  SO interested in 
their  kids. 

Q: So they didn't  have t o  go to Lathan? 

A: And he said this, "Don't ask me," in his last term because he was 
going rn have be re-elected , says, "because I'll have to go 
electioneering again." (lau&ter) Ard w didn't ask him, just one year 
w had to pay. And now M t ,  Pulaski or Latham, the Lab dis tc ic t  thpt 
E was in when they had to go to  school there, it was put in M t .  Pulapki 
so our kids had to go to  M t .  Pulaski b high school. I 

Q: They do change the districts.  

A: lhat was terr ible.  And w w s  closer to  M t  . Rzlaski. And, anyway, 
w got this Mr. k-h--yes, L e ~ h - w n t d  us to take one of his 
farms and it m s  closer to  EZt. Pulaski than it w s  t o  Latham and = -re 
there 32 years. 

Q: W e l l ,  that's whexe I remrkr you living, isn't . . . 
A: Ard w had no contract . . . and wsn't that sarxlethhg? And e never 
had to w e .  

Q: %t was  samething ta stay on a fkrm for 32 years. 

A: Thirty-- years. And the tw grandsons Writed that farm and , . 

Q: The Leimbach grandsons? 

A: Leimbach' s grandsons, And they had been uver here to visit  us. 
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Q: Wer here, to  this place? 

A: Wer here, at  this place, and now their husbands--the kimbach 
grandsons, they both died-and both of their wmm have been wer here to 
see us. 

Q: They m t  have real ly liked yau. 

A: Well, and then b n  me--his  *a1 was in M t  . Pulaski, or in 
Lincoln--one of than was sick before he passed awiy, but they cane to 
that funeral. 

Q: I'll declare. mile you =re on kimbach' s farm, w d d  that have 
been during the depression? In the thirties, 193081 

A: Well, sure, it m s  long about that time, msn't it? 

Q: Yes, thmgs got really bad. What did you get for crops back then . . 

A: Yes, R h a w  all  about that depression. 

Q: Yes, What was the lowst price p ever got for corn durhg the 
depression? Can you w&er that? 

A: Oh, I don't lasow h t  it was . . . now that 's terrible that I can't 
Ulink. . K e n n e t h b m l d . .  . 
Q: 'Ihat 's a long time ago to ask a question l ike  that. 

A: As I say, we =re there 32 yeaxs, and w never had to have a contract 
and R didn't have to m e .  

Q: Did you farm on halves or what . . . 
A: Yes. 

Q: Or how did it wrk? It msn't . . . 
A: We farmed on halves. 

Q: Now they do cash rent. 

A: Yes. And now I believe--I forget--= had a small acreage in  a pasture, 
and I believe at that time all w h d  to  pay was ten dollars on whole 
zmmlnt. 

Q: Did y m  keep livestock in that or . . . 
A: Yes. And VE had a l i t t l e  h i l d i n g  down there that the cows could go 
in, you know. 

Q: &re they milk c m  or beef cows? 
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A: Clh, they m s  milk cows, and KE! had a cream separator, you know. 

Q: Oh, yes. You sold milk then? 

A: We didn't sell milk then, PE just sold cream. 

Q: Oh, nust sold the cream, You didn't s e l l  the milk? 

A: Yes. k t  the milk. 

Q: Oh, w used t o  s e l l  the milk too. 

A: W e l l ,  you lived in lighter days. 

Q: (laughs) A different time. 

A: A la ter  day. (laughs) 

Q: Did you sell eggs? Did y m  have chickens or did you jus t  have chickens 
for yourself? 

A: Oh havens, yes. Almys had chickens. 

Q: D i d  you make butter out of your o m  crem? I can remenher Man doing 
that. 

A: Your nun doing what? 

Q: Making butter f rom the cream. Did you do that?  

A: Oh, yes, w d e  butter d everything. 

Q: So you didn't have to go to tom and buy all those things. 

A: I always had a big garden. 

Q: I was going to say you had to can then, you didn't have a freezer did 
you? Early? 

A: Oh, heavens no! Oh. no, w had the freezer over haw though. 

Q: Yes. What kind of things did you can, do you remaher? 

A: b t ?  

Q: W t  kind of vegetables and things--what all did yrxl can when you plt - UP? 
A: I '11 have to tell sarnething about that canning deal. Now my ham--I '11 
shaw you a p i c m e  a f t e r  a while--= had an upstairs. That's when my 
mther v a s  alive. And you how she'd wen dry p r m p b ?  

Q: Maw did she do it? Do you r d r ?  
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A: I r d r  hex cutting it in l i t t l e  circles and wuld hang it wer-I 
don't how what it ws--iihethex it ws a rope or a str ing or what it was. 
Nar w n ' t  that sanaetbhg? 

Q: And just leave it to dry? that wuld she do w i t h  dried pumpkin after  
it was . . . 
A: I don't b. I really don't huw. And I do +&er my mther rmst 
have passed away in the ni&t, k t  the naf morning he said to rn children, 
he said, 'Your mther is in heaven this morning." That's h way he said 
it, 

Q: lhat was a nice way to put it, wasn't i t ?  

A: kll, yes, but you how yuu begin . . . 
Q: It ' s hard for children. 

A: You begin to  kind of wnder too, you haw. &It that's exactly what 
he said, 

Q: Did he h e  consumption too? 

A: Have a t ?  

Q: TXd your father have consumption? 

A: No. No, no, no. It ties heart trouble. I want to  tell you . , . I 
ranemher d x m  my father taught school not too far from hom. ell, it 
mi@ be quite a lit t le ways, too. k t  he had to ride his horse when the 
river was up to get hrme. 

Q: He'd have to cross t h i s  river? 

A: To cross t%se river, his school w s  across the river. And I think on 
Friday ni&t thm, I think he c- came; but the river was up, he'd ride 
that horse sross that. And Grandma almys said--his mother--that he 
just q s e d  himself. 

Q: IJe got too rmch bad wather? 

A: Now thin, he was only 43 years old and he had a f m i l y  and he raised 
those four kids. And going, and then Wordex of LaClede County, I think 
it was a l l  too rmch fox him. 

Q: Did he have to swim the horse across the river so that he got w t ?  

A: Sure1 His clothes would be wt. I think they said they would even 
befrozeonhimsometimes. Nowimaginesuchasthat. 

Q: There's not too rrmy people do that now. 

A: &11, a t  that time, people didn't l ive  so long either. 
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Q: No, but still that w s  young even b r  that t ime .  

A: Yes, oh yes. 

Q: Let's see, &at you've got in the m y  of pictures here. Let's t&k 
about those a l i t t l e  bi t .  

A: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see. k t ' s  see. You knew I mt may to  school. Did 
you put that donn? 

Q: Yes, yes, I think so. Jhw long wxe you i n  school? Waw 1% did you 
go to college? 

A: I think about five mths . . . I want to  t e l l  you, they taught a lot  
of subjects when yau ww in the grade school like they do in hi& w h o 1  
today. 

Q: That's what I've heard, that it was a lo t  different then. You 
learned wre.  

A: W e l l ,  I should say so. And you said you want to  take the picture of 
that, didn't you? 

Q: Yes, I mt a copy of that  after a b i t  here. 

A: Oh, I mnt to  tell yau this . . . 
Q: Okay. 

A: I have traced a lot  of my relatives and a lot  of them care fim Nprth 
Carolina. They c a w  f i rm North Carolina into Tennessee, and my grandpther 
on my kther' s side, was born in Bradley Caunty , Tennessee. A l l  right. 
Some of these relatives that-m11, one of them was a Signex-of m h  was 
the great-great-great grandfather of mine. He signed. T3e signed t h i ~  
what they called-a bunch of them mt dom there into Tennessee and 
dmwer went . . . 
Q: Oh, yes the Wautauga Compact, I believe it was here, yes. 

A: M y  uncle's nan~s on here s d r e .  

Q: Jesse m y ?  

A: That's ri&t. 

Q: Okay. That's interesting, k t ' s  see i f  I can find this. &, the 
(2lmberland canpact. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Let's see, l e t  me get the date on that here, May 1, 1870. 

A: Well, I want to t e l l  you. I wrote down there and I wanted a copy of 
the Ccmpact, Well she m t e d  it as it is ~KKI I think one or tcm of 
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&--that you could hardly read sane of it. And this is the best part of 
it . . . let me see . . . oh, that tells about that Ccnnpact, 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: But there's another page in  here that tells quite a bit .  And l is ten,  
they settld a x d  Nashville, Iwt Nashville vas not there, the n a u ~  gf 
their town, village or &atever it ms. And they called it Nashboro. 
It's in there. Did you h o w  about that? 

Q: Yes, I knew it was Nashboro before it m s  Nashville. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: I think it may have had another rime before that, but I ' 11 read these 
after a b i t  so . . . This is interesting. 

A: Oh, puwnted to see smre of these pictures. 

Q: Oh, yes, let's look at the pictures and ta lk  about those. Those are 
always interesting, I like pictures. 

A: W e l l ,  you saw this? 

Q: Yes, I have a copy of that. 

A: Oh, you do. W e l l ,  do p u  have Grandpa's picture? 

Q: N3, I don't have a copy of his picture. I'll take a copy of that 
when I ' m  copying pictures here after a while. 

A: A d  now l is ten,  Grandpa Cook and his brother muld teach school. b e  
muld teach om w2ek and one m l d  *h the other d. 

Q: 'Ihe school? 

A: I suppose it was. I have that information. Ncrw same of those things 
didn't h e  Grandpa's picture in it. 

Q: No, the one I got didn't  have it, Now, if your great grandpa--if 
your grandpa was a teacher, ard yuur daddy a teacher d you're a 
teacher and Kenneth was a teacher . . . 
A: Kermeth and Uta, five generations, 

Q: . . . a d  your grandclaghter is a teacher, five generations of teachers, 

A: Eve generations. Now I don't hew whether there's anything here 
that you want to  see, I don't h o w .  

Q: Did your grandfather teach in Missouri, also? 

A: Yes. Now, Gradpa Cook's folks-the reason they got to Missouri-+ 
they'd heard about the fur trade. And that's how c- our folks c a u ~  ~ t a  
even be in Missouri. 
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A: And they c a  there due to the fur trade. m, I guess v h n  yau get 
to my age you can rffnemher a lot  of things. 

Q: A l o t  of things the west of us don't. 

A: k t ' s  see what this is--I don't hcw. 

Q: M s  your dad elected . . . 
A: Oh, now there's the school. 

A: The howe that my dad had built. I don' t how dm built it. 

Q: Here, let rre turn it around where you can see it better this way 
here. Now yrm can see. 

A: 'Ihere' s his dogs and there's chicken coops out there. And there's my 
dad's brother and his wife and their tm dau&ters, and these three are 
all dead and there's my mther and her father that vent to California 
during the Gold Rush. 

Q: Rw he's the one that wrote the diary? 

A: Oh, yes.  My aunt Ang, her nam was Aunt Angelhe-Grandpa lived w i t h  
her his last years. Let s see, how ms that? kw, what was I going to 
tell you? 

Q: k ' s  the one that  wrote the diary, right? 

A: W's the one that wrote the diary. 

Q: 'kat ' s incredible, absolutely incredible. 

A: And there's my mother and there I am ard there's my Grandpa Smith and 
Grandma Smith; there's my dad. 

Q: Y o u h  just got the whole tribe, ri&t there. 

A: And then there's Blanche,  my sister; and rrry brother, Ed; a d  my 
brother, Claude; and there's Uxle ked,  That's Poppa's youngest brother. 

Q: 'Shat's just a right nice Eram house w i t h  t m  stories and a nice 
porch and . . . a kitchen wing. 

A: kll, after dl, in that day it ws pretty good, 

Q: It wiw a nice house. 

A: h i  it was on this place that that man buried the peach seeds, 
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Q: (laughs) In o m  place. kt's see. Let me ask you sanething, C l i f f i e ,  
that school ws a log cabin, did you ever live in a log cabin? 

A: Iikwens, no! 

Q: Oh, not at all? I thought m a y b e  . . . 
A: Naw listen, I hew of people tha t  did. 

Q: I knew they had them way up into the 1900s and I just mndeued. 

A: Well, I think, mll, I how there was log cabins then, I hw that. 

Q: Oh, yes, I know that. 

A: But I never did. 

Q: My h t  Lillie--my aunt said that they did, just for a &ile m e ;  
and I just wrrdered. 

A: Oh, now Grandma Smith did have a log cabin. 

Q: In LaClde County? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Yes, 

A: She did. 

Q: So you got to see it anymy. 

A: k t  that WS . . . 
Q: Rut that m s  your house. 

A: That wis ours. 

Q: So you didn' t get that fun. Okay, now who are these people? 

A: Here's my mther d my dad. That's my mther's sister and her 
husband. And here's my mother's sister and her husband. 

Q: Tbm it this way you can see it better. 

A: And here's my dad d my nother, oh, that's the same picture. 

Q: Had your dad gone to college? Did I ask that? I can't remember, 

A: In those days you'd teach a a l e  d go to s c b l ;  you'd teach a 
while ard go to school. W e l l ,  my dad mt to &hlwd, Missouri, to a 
school. . . 



Cliffie SmLth Patterson 17 

Q: Richland, Missouri? 

A: And he m s  a real good friend of same doctor and that doctor had a 
gir l  namd Cliffie and that's where I got my name. (lau&hter) 

Q: %tts nice. 

A: 2here's that same school. Poppa and Marrma. Here's my dad and my 
nrother. Ard here's my Grandpa Smith and his wife. Aria they had ha or 
three sons that e r e  teachers. ?hey =re parents of my father. Oh, 
there's Margaret Mauser Cook. 

Q: Oh, then that' s an old picture. 

Q: She was my grandpa's gradrother. 

Q: Oh, my good=ss, 

A: Yes, And she's the one that came f rom Germany and she's the ane that 
she had a brogue. 

Q: So thick you couldn' t urderstad her. 

A: It was hard to understad than. And there's Grandpa. W e l l ,  I think 
same of those are later ones. 

Q: Did she ever--& Genrm grambrother--did she ever speak G e m  to 
you? 

A: Oh, I never saw her. 

Q: Oh, she vas dead. Okay, she ' s gone before you =re here. I 've pt 
sarne of these people mixed up. 

A: And there's Pbmm and Poppa a d  there's Grandpa. And here I am. And 
there's my mther and there I am dien I w a little girl. bob like I 
was dressed lik an old mnm. 

Q: Well, that's the my they dressed little girls to make thern lih 
little people. 

A : ell, everybady wre long dresses. 

Q: At least it kept you m. 

A: There's my Grwdma and Grandpa Smith. And there's Have's grandpa, 
and that's the only picture w could ever find. 

Q: Now Henre's folks, they lived in Dallas County, Missouri? 

A: Yes, it j ohed  LaClede. 

Q: Yes, i t ' s  adjacent. 
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A: And those people E r e  related to me m s  on m ' s  side and they 
lived, a lot  of them did, in not Dallas . . , oh, &at's the mm! of that 
ccrunty? 

Q: Back into LaClede? 

A: It joined LaClede. 

Q: But not Dallas? 

A: N o t  Dallas. 

Q: Well, a' 11 look in the p l a t  book here. Ut 's go on and look at 
these pictures here ard m'll see i f  w can £id what that county was 
here. I just happened to bring a plat book. Never haw dun you'll want 
to laww tJhere smplace  . . . l e t ' s  see, I 've got Dallas and LaClde and 
Wright and Webster . k t ' s  see, SJright 's south of LaClede. Texas is 
east, Pulaski is . . . 
A: That was it! 

Q: Okay. 

A: It was Pulaski County. 

Q: Just due east there? 

A: Isn't that a s h 1  then you w m t  to think of s ~ t h h g  you can't? 

Q: W e l l ,  it never fails if you mt something, that's exactly what 
doesn't come to mind, this is all . . . 
A: A l l  of these . . . oh, this is my Grandpa, my kandpa Cook's h, 

Q: It 'S pretty, i t ' s  as big as Doris' house, a big tm-story house. 

A: It reminds m of Doris' house. M, Grandpa bok, I think made mst 
of his mney whm he w n t  to  California durhg the Gold Rush. 

Q: He really struck gold? 

A: W e l l ,  I guess he did. And listen, he broq&t some gold back ard he 
gave tm of my cousins--m wasn't close to him--same pieces of gold that 
he had pt in California. 

Q: Oh, my goodness. 

A: Now wasn't that -thing? 

Q: Do they still have, the family s t  ill have i t  

A: Yes, they do. But so w e  kids didn't get none of it because . . . oh, 
I U mst of these are . . . 
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Q: Yes, these a l l  s e a  to  be . . . 
A: . . . oh, there m four kids are. 

Q: Ch, you girls -re dressed alike, pretty dresses with, tJhat is it, 
gold f l m s  on it or what color flmrs? 

Q: Were they white? 

A: b y  =re d t e ,  and the dresses E r e  navy blue. And Blanche and I . . . that ~s taken after  blame passed -y. Arrd there w s  s a  dresamker 
frm St. Ms, Missourimade our dresses. 

Q: All the way down there. And h m  far southwst of St. W s  are y m  
down there, about one Wred miles? 

Q: How far 8 0 u W s t  of St .  Zrruis =re you, about one hudred rrbles? 

A: Oh, I im3gim. 

Q: It's pretty close to  Springfield, Missouri. 

A: It isn't too far, it isn't tao fax. I believe these are all. 
(inaudible) Oh, here' s an old-timer. Now see Heme w s  the youngest of 
all  the family. That 's his mther , a d  his father a d  next to the oldest 
brother. 

Q: Oh, his father has a fine white beard there. 

A: Isn't that an old thing? And there's Blanche, my sister, 

Q: Now did she stay in Missouri or did she crme up here too? 

A: Oh, no, she lives in Kansas. Now my brother mrked in the office for 
the traction canpany in Springfield, Missouri. W e l l ,  I guess the 
superintendent, the wrkers all  mt on strike, and the superintendent 
left Springfield, Missouri a d  w n t  to Wichita, Kansas. And then he tent  
to  Wickita, Kansas, he had my brother come too. And my brother m s  in 
the office for the traction carpmy there in Wichita. 

Q: He just stayed in W h i t a ,  he liked it? 

A: k11, yes, after they had mxred out there, you know, and the ccmpany 
liked him so well. He says, "You just cone," he tas w1:kbg in the 
office there in Springfield, Missouri. 

Q: If they men't going t o  wrk ,  they'd go to  Wichita and mrk. 

A: kll, af-ter all, that superintendent I guess got wrk out there. 
told . . . 
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Q: He saw a good man to have w i t h  him. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now those are . . . that's Cook, I can't read &at the first name i s  
on these tcmbestones here. 

A: I think . . . I believe that's Gradpa Cook. 

Q: Probably, let's turn this here and get the light . . . 
A: That's good of Doris and bnneth, isn't it? 

Q: Yes, that's a good one. 

A: Let's see, what does that say? 

Q: Let's see, can you read that? I usually carry a mapifyimg glass 
w i t h = .  . . 
A: bw h t  in the mrld does that say? 

Q: Let me turn it this way and see if I can . , . 
A: See if you can see it. 

Q: I've got bi-focals and I can't . . . oh, Margaret, this one says 
Margaret. 

A: Oh, that's that Margaret Mouser. 

Q: Y e s .  

A: Ard her husband. They =re the grandparents . . . I te l l  yau, you 
get mixed up in this deal. 

Q: Don't you? All families are confusing. k t ' s  see here, I think I've 
got that all on the chart: . . . yes, here she i s ,  she's , . . 
A: It ' s Margaret Mrruser . 
Q: Yes, she's your mthex's gramhuther? 

A: Yes, yes. Yes, that's the my . . . 
Q: Your mther m s  Lucy Elvira? 

A: Yes, that's my mther. 

Q: 'Ihey promumed it Elvira or Elvera? 

A: G L V - I - R - A .  
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Q: Yes, how did they pronounce that? 

A: Elvira. 

Q: Elvira, okay. So, she wuld have been her grandmother ; be youx 
great-gradmther , that ' s a long way back, 

A: Now, Margaret Pbuser, i s  her husband's name dawn there? 

Q: Yes, Joel Burton Cook. 

A: Joel, oh yes. Don't you get bound with all  this stuff s a a r e t h s ?  

Q: Yes, I have to look it up. I can't r d r  all the m m s .  

A: I do too, I do too. 

Q: There's too mmy n m ~ s .  I laughed, I said there's days I have to 
look at my driver's license to see k o  I am. 

A: I want to te l l  you sawthing. There's just so mch to think about, 
ard it's a job that you never get through. 

A: Yau're never done, 

Q: Now what, yau've got mre  pictures? 

A: O h . . .  

Q: &, this is beautikl. 

A: L%w here is the picture that: my school teacher took of Blanche and I. 
It's not in the very best of . . . that's . . . 
Q: Oh, out on those big rocks. U s  that sane they pulled out: of the 
fields? 

A: k11,  I don't laxrw what they =re there, h t  I think this is the 
lx i lding for the girls. And I had same copies d e  off of than l ike  
that. 

Q: Oh, the copies are better then the originals, yes. Did you girls 
always dress alike? 

Q: Did you d Blanche always dress alike? I see ym've got tihe same 
dresses here. Same dressmaker make these? 

A: Yes, I think it w s  that lady f i am S t .  Zxntis; but I don't know d u t  
happened here, but I had s a ~  mde off them, but that 's the picture tAmt 
that teachex of mine put on the Christmas tree, 
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Q: 'Ihat was a nice present, msn't it? 

A: W e l l ,  I wasn't errpecting it. 

Q: Back then, a picture was really sanething, 

A: T like that picture. 

Q: It's a pretty picture, it's w l l  set-up and everything. I'll copy 
that after while a d  keep that in the file. 

A: I think that's the negative of that. a, I get calls, I've gotten 
calls . . . now I have a cousin of my mther's, he's a doctor dom there 
in the state of Georgia. A d  he has called me twice relative t o  some of 
this stuff. 

Q: The pictures and the £amily wee? 

A: Well, you see, he m s  related to my mther and he's writing a book. 

A: Yes. And the s a ~  way that lady that ' s in Massacbetts , she's 
writing a book. I think . . . 
Q: You're going to have tm books on the same femily? 

A: Oh, 1 think these are all late. 

Q: Now that looks like those are all color pictures. 

A: Yes, I think they're all late. 

Q: I mnt to  back up a l i t t le  b i t  here now. bk Ere talking about ymr 
lady £ran St. lrruis that came down and did sewing for you; is she the one 
that Wt you to sew? Where did you leam to sew? 

A: grandnother on my father ' 8  side was a real g o d  seamstress d 
different ones, I rernEmber people that lived arourd her in the country 
wuld c m ~  and have Grandraa to cut the dresses out. She wuldn't make 
than.. . 
Q: She'd cut than out? 

A: They done m11 to even get them cut out. 

Q: h y  had to make their awn patterns then, didn't they? You didn't 
have nuch in  the way of patterns. 

A: But h y  just figured that Gradma wuld cut the pattern to suit 
them. 

Q: She rmst have then. 'Ihat nust not have been too easy, really. 
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Q: If you didn't have a pattern, what, did she m u r e  than,  how did she 
hcw. Or did she just have an eye for it. 

A: I think she just had an eye for it. And different ones wuld came 
there d have her to cut the material out. Isn't that s ~ t h i n g ?  

Q: That's incredible. 

A: b k l l ,  I guess they didn't have mney amq$ to hire it done. If 
she'd hired it done, I don't suppose she'd charged rmch for it. 

Q: Did you learn to  cut out from her or did yrxl prefer patterns? 

A: Oh, when I ww in the fourth grade there at  k h n ,  they had contests, 
or samething, sorne project that you'd make in sewing. I got high prize. 
one dollar. 

Q: 'Ihat was a l o t  of money then. 

A: And do you h o w ,  Blanche and I vent ham and w was telling my dad 
about it and Blanche cried, and Poppa gave her a dollar. 

Q: That wasn't hardly £air, w s  it? 

A: Now wasn't that s-thimg thou@? She cried. And listen, when my 
dad was in office there at Labanon, Missouri, maybe of a noon hour m ' d  
pass by the court house and maybe he'd give us a nickel a piece. A 
nickel. 

Q: That ms a lot of mmey then. You thought youwre rich. 

A: k t ' s  see, what else, if there's anything else. You saw that. 

Q: Yes, a saw that one. Did yau sew dmn you =re in  Missouri or did 
yau wa i t  till you got up t o  Illinois to do that very seriously? 

A: That's m. 

Q: (laughs) You're a l i t t l e  pixie there. k s  are you, about six months 
old or so? 

A: Looks kind of lik a baby about six mnths, don't it? 

Q: Yes, just barely s i t t ing up good. 

A: My d& a d  my mther . . . look a t  that dress she has on. 

Q: That's a l3.m dress. You see she's got a watch up here on it; isn't 
it? Is that a mtch or a brooch? 

A: It might be a brooch. But you how they're using them about that 
sac style here today. 
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Q: She's a pretty mman. 

A: The crazy sleeves . . . 
Q: Yes, leg-o-nutton slewes. 

A: I think they're terrible. 

Q: I'd hate to iron them. 

A: Now this i s  a bunch of stuff I 've collected. 

Q: Clh, you've got all U s  of scrap b k s .  It's a real good scrap book 
there. I ' l l  have to look at that in a little b i t ,  ard see what's in 
there. I see your father's J-s Harrison Smith. mere did the nams 
Harrison c- fian? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Was he named for a president Harrison? 

A: I imagine he was. In those days they naraed kids after sombody. N w  
like a, I was named dter  that docmr's . . . Oh, did yau want: to look 
at this? 

Q: Yes, I'd like to look at that in a minute. k t ' s  turn this off for a 
little b i t  here and . . . 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: Okay, Cliffie, let's start back here w i t h ,  wll, let's start w i t h  
yaur hame. kt ' s  go back ard let's be a little girl, k t ' s  talk about 
being a l i t t l e  girl this whole time ard  you^ family; werybody in Miesaur 

A: I mt to school to my father the last tern he taught, He taught for 
thirteen years. And he and I--my tw brothers viere older, they had 
walked to school--no, my dad rode a horse and I rode behind him to that 
school. h i  that was the *st school that I mnt to, and the last 
school that my father tauat.  

Q: How far m s  that fran your home? 

A: Oh, my, I imagine three miles, maybe. I don't h o w ,  I 'm just guessing. 
And do you know, that when Poppa and I mld--Poppa, you don't say that 
no mre--W E wuld ride to school , I 'd be scared, afraid a panther 
m l d  jump d m  on us. Nuv I w a  a l i t t l e  girl, 


































































































































