
Preface 

Gmy Smith, raised in the farm ccmmunity of Bismarck, Illhois, 
~ a ~ l i f e m a m i d w e E t t f a r m d u r ~ W o r l d W a r T 1 .  Smith's father 
was mgliahJGerman and his rnother German. u r r y  tells of the e f f d  
these particular heritages had on the family's perspective on the war. 
He d l s  German prisoners workbq on the fam and his mrther 
sp&chg to them in their native language. He also hm, 
during the war years, all signs of Geman heritage disi9ppamd Erwn 
his hamhold. 

Wders of the oral history rmmir should bear in mind that it is a 
tmnsaipt of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor saqbt to preserve the informal, conversaticnal style that is 
inharent in such historical swmes. Sargamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the manair, nor for views 
expresrsed therein; these are for the readtx to judge. 

The -ipt may be and cited freely. It may nat: be 
rep- in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechmicdl, 
without pmnissicn in wit* fmm the O r a l  History O f f i c e ,  Semganrn 
State University, Sprjnsfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Larry Smith, Springfield, Illinois, Wtober 27, 1981. 

John C c d c e l l ,  Interviewer. 

Q: Larry, I would f i r s t  like to start  out by asking a few questiom 
about yau personal baclrgrand and y a u  family badqmmd. Could p u  
tell me your date of birth please? 

Q: Were y m  misted h W i l l e ?  

A: I WEIS raised on a farm outside Darrville. Closar to BiErmarck, 
Illinois, a little tam clcee to which I grew up but I lived a little, 
really, a a farm. 

Q: Birsnarck, is that C-K? 

A: That is with a C-K, B i s m m k ,  Illinois. M speaks a Oerman 
heritage. 

Q: What was your father's name? 

Q: Is your father still living? 

A: No, he died in 1974. My mother is still alive. 

Q: Hclw old was your father when he died? 

A: Both parents born in 1900. 

Q: What w a s  their natimal origin? 

A: My father's origin was largely English with same tossed in, 
but principdlly English. My raothcrls origin were nearly a humhd 
pccmt Garman, both her grmdpmmts were of German or~gin. HEX 
directparmtswereharninthisc~ountryMtheirparentsMbeen 
born in Germany. 



A: No, don't have the vaguest idea. 

Q: Did you have any brothers an3 sisters? 

A: I have brothem and a sister. Do you want namss and thad 
sort of thing? 

Q: Names and i f  pasible, their ages at the t h e  of your birth or 
ages taday, either one. 

A: There is Haward Leland Smith. He's the oldest. He would be 
sixty-one presently. N e x t  is Maxy Ann. Her last name is Astell, now. 
She would be fifty-nine. Then is H e r b e r t  Dale. No, John Wymnd is 
next in there, and he would be fifty-four. Then would be Herbert Dale 
who is forty-nine. Actually, he's f if ty this year. I am forty-four. 
I'm the baby. 

Q: N s a r l y  a mty-year span a a m s  these children, or nearly 
years. 

A: A lo t  of yearrr t o  be having babies. 

A: 1% bsen thirrking that. It was w h a  my sister, w i t h  whcp I 
was -1y close, braeaght me a birthday present-and I r e rmb r  
the mt bklt I wouldn't have been able to have told haw old I was 
unless I asled her. She gave me a birthday present which I still 
have, a little tin r.wgcn with a home cmmcted to it and she gave me 
thatanmyfourulb-y. I ~ t h e s m t ~ t I d o n ' t  
mmber-I wouldn't have been able to say, lvOh yes, she gave me that 
cm ny f m  birt.MayfW sa she had to tell me. I oan tell you a great 
deal abut it, as a matter of fact, 

W e  were sitting on the hack porch ard it was an August aftenwon and 
my sister had a job a t  the time in Dgurville. She mme hane and had 
this W u m  sized package with yellcwtissue paper with a yellow 
ribbcsl araad it. I didn't wen knuv it was ny birthday that day, I 
had forgotten all a b u t  it. She gave it to me arrl told IKE it 286 my 
birthday awl Men I remmbxd, "Ah yes, it's ny birthlayfM and frpn 
ulat point in the aEtemoon, birthday things happened. Birthday cakes 
appeared and ice wemigot mde that night, it was gmat Anr. I think 
"tls prabablywhy I remwber it. It was sort of a spectacular wqnt 
after I had foryotten that it UKIS my birthday a l l  together. Which 
scat of thhq I nwer do. I always mmrbr when ny birthday is. 
I didn't then. My sister was cxmsiderably older and MIS already 
working at the th.  

A: Yes .  j 



story the other day abaut the l3qlish side of the Smith family and I 
wmder if you could mt that for me mw. 

A: Sure, abaut John R. Smith? 

Q: Yes. 

A: W e l l ,  it tmm out that i n  the generetians that r q  father and his 
brothersandarnrmberoftheSmi.ths--therewasalwaysscarrsonehthe 
family*masenanewasJohnR. andthatcaUSBdthantothinkabcutwhy 
sameme wmld always be MPnsd John R. The f h t  ~ l a e  was usually John 
andthe s e c o n d ~ w a s  0ftmRalphhUt nut always, SOpnetimegmymcBd. 
Then f3mabdy said maybe we w e r e  related to Captain Jahn R. smith, a t  
w h i c h  point an uncle of mine went atcut studying family lineage and 
got the people f m ~ o  Washington involved in helping with the family 
lineage. It turns cut that we are in fact related to Captain John R. 
Smi*, wha with his liaison w i t h  Poc2Lhontas--which was nwer blessed 
with marriage, it was sinply sane children that he happened to have as 
by-blows, that s what you would d l  them, with -orbs. Sa that 
ny Smith family in this caunhy is a result of John R. ard Pocahontas, 
so we are on the bar sinister side. 

Q: This brings a couple of questiolu3, I think, to mind--and I have no 
i h  hcw far or how deeply this subject has heen studied by yan 
family--but would you have any idea if John R. Smith and Pocahontast 
childrm were  raised by John R. Smith? 

A: No, theywoUdnlt have been. They- zhndmd.  This was the 
nature of John R. Smith. He was not, quote, I t t h e  history bookt' sort 
of thing that uras a hero scat of fellow--qparmtly he mmtt. I 
don't lolow nu& abart him, Ewcept that I've learned he wa~-arrogant:, 
and that he was a wir&ag and was not exactly too cmhoerned about wbat 
he left behind. The children, two or three, ths rem& are not 
clear-that he left behLnd were raised by P d i 2 ~ 1 6 ,  and wentually 
bscame residents in the mt-and the family developed. It's really 
very- tom. I merpaidrnuch attention to it. The alder 
r m b r s  of ny family, my uncles and the like, were all very excited 
a b o u t t h e s t C a y ~ I ~ t O O y c n o l 3 . f c r i t t o m a k a a n ~ ~ i m s o I  
don't ImEwmuch abxrt it- that Jahn R. wm an. forefather, and 
that we w x e  the result of children l e f t  mantas. So she raised 
than. 

A: Well I would say almost, because you never can be sure of it--but 
her heritage was German. 

Q: Iha c c a n b h t i o n  of English-German father and Germw mother, did 
they retain, would you say, any of the traits that you fed are 
dmrmteistic of either me of those nationalities? 



A: W e l l  itfs good you put it that way, because itfs a very subjective 
thing, you hw, what are the ~nglish l h  and what are the Germans 
1 1tfs m e r  a orie hu&md percent case. But certainly rrry father 
was a very ccmemative, reserved, quiet man who knew precisely 
he was doing but he was not demonstrative. ""1" 
While my mcrther had many of the same characteristics, amsemative and 
quiet, she had a sort of resolve that was unyielding resolve. She 
W d ~ ~ x p h e r m i n d a b o u t ~ ~ a n d t h a t w a s t h e m y i t m s ,  
regardless of any facts you might bring her. But still, she def- 
to my father's judgement. Wherever he was in the clear authority, ahe 
paid attentian to what he said. I daft beliwe, hawwrer, she wuuld 
wer have acquiesced in her beliefs, She may have done what he said 
was the correct thing to do but that didnft msan that she believed it. 
W z t  bemme it was proper to do at the man said, she did what he 
wid. W n t  where she was the boas in raising the &ildren or in 
mything hav- to do with the house or hamestead, she made clear 
decieims, baered on only lnwws what-you never faux3 that c u t .  
She made her decisiol.1~~ and once ahe made the decision, no matter haw 
painful it might be, she to it in the Tuture. So &.e was very 
c a r e m a b o u t ~ y ~ ~ ~ k s t o ~ b e c a ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t h a t w h e n  
8he made a mnark like, f f Y ~ f l l  pay far that the rest of yaur 1ifefw 
shemant i t .  S o s h e w a s v ~ c a r e f f r l ~ ~ t s h e s a i d a n d b w h m  
she said it. Nwerthaless, a wcmm of fieme resolve, incredibly 
strong willed, but you newer quite under&tood her decisions wwre 
acaningfrrrmor~tthemativeswere.  Wrttheywerestmqarld 
resolute* 

I g u e s s ~ t ~ ~ e ~ l r e t h e t h i r m g s t h a t I t h i n k o f ~ m I t h ~ o f  
German. She sharedmy father's conservatism and quietness. 
E S r t r m o ~ i l y  mat w a r m ,  which is a trait of* referred as being 
Geman. In fact, caple ive ly  tidy, cmpdsively orderly so that it 
gat to be a terrible drag on the kids. You had to keep things in 
order. IfA place for amythkq and ' in its placetf was  not 
just a m&b, it was a reality. Any= times when Ifve had to 
explain--for lmg of time, why I neglected to return a knife 
to a specific dmwe4y it just w m t  in that me instead of that 
me. 1 ~ c w i l d b e ~ W l . l e t h e r ~ w a s ~ ~ m e o r ~ r r e  
s t a n d - s a y i r r g t h i s ~ ,  O r ~ d l e s i r m r e l y t h a L a g h t  
that I didn't m&rstad that it was to go h drawer x jlnstead of 
drawer y. I put it in b w e r  y becaw I just was dam w i t h  it and 
t o s s e d i t a r d s h e w m t d t o k n w w h y i t . w z r s n l t i n ~  [drmerx]. 
S o i n t h a s e ~ ~ w a s G e r m a n .  

~ t h i n g t h E l t I l ~ t o t h i n k i ~ G e r m a n i ~ w h a t w a ~ i r e f e r r e d t c ,  
as the docqmd, It was always vezy tidy and full of fl-. Tha: 
area immediately ' 

the back door of the house had cment and 
brick inlaid, a t w b e d ,  a l l  very colorful. Nothing 
exbmems in the way. Things were put away and out of sight so that 
iaround the back door an3 the back porch was always very clean and 
opened, full of color. 

One of the ways--2Uld she had a fierce tempr which I 'rn not sure is 
necessarily German but it would ccrme to the surface very quickly, 
yau Mxlld see her physically take control of herself because if ahe 



When you go to Grandma Smith's hauEle-it's kind of an interesting 
thing, toa. She prefem--prefers isn't the right word, but ahe 
catainly doesn't stop her children fnxn calling her G m r h a  Smith. 
W e d o i t ~ ~ s e w e a r e r e f 8 1 ~ ~ t o h e r w h e n w e ~ t o a u r c r w n  
children--lllet Is go over to  Grandma Smith'~~~--but e m  i n  her pmsmce 
I've called her Gmndm Smith and she correct it. Perhaps 
it Is saethhg w i t h  age or generation. Nonetheless, she doesn't. But 
wen today she miss, control wer her grandchildren and 
that you respond t o  that control, If you qo to Grandma's house, you 
do what Grandma says. My kids don't like lt a bit. thhk it's 
just the worst kind of ammqemnt, and don't l h  to  go v i s i t  
anymore. ?hey w i l l  only go v i s i t  her nuw bemuse they haw she's old 
a n d n o t g o i n g ~ b e a r a u n d ~ l ~ e r a n d s o s h s d e s e r v ~ r 3 ~ b e  
visited but they don' t lib it a bit.  No soft ways. 1 can't--1 wi8h 
IcauldsayI3mtshehadsofiwaysbutshedoeEul't. 

Q: Y a u m a n t i ~ a m c F m a r r t ~ t h a t i n . t h e m ~ f y a u r f a ~ ~ s  
mqmsibility, his word was the final ward. In the anas of raising 
the d l d r e n  or thhgs h t  the hme t3ey were basically, I Miwe 
yau a i d ,  yerur motherls -ility. If your father stepped in w i t h  
the final wzd, would it in fact be the final word? or is that 
scmehiq he wouldn't . , . 
A: We didn't do that. There was a clear cut arrangement. AnythFng 
that had-I appose it was a line of -tion that I could draw on 
the bade lawn--that would have said, Vmn this pint  cm Pop's in  
control and fwam this point on my nother is in controlt~--because 
mything to do with raising children or anything to do with the houee 
andl in a large degree f d l y  activity, was  gwenzed by my mother. 
WheUlar we would go to a hiqh school band concert or to Vie play a t  
the high school or to a mdvle. Which we went to a lot. '!Ma d Pa 
Wtlell m o v i e s .  Tbse things were delsemcined by my mther. When we 
would v i s i t  relatives was de- by her or i f  w e  wi=m going to o 
to saeom's hotme for a y  dhmer, it wwld have been an Mitat I on 
l 2 w h m g & ~ t h e w c x l e n r a ~ t h a n ~ m a n *  El l tarryth ingwith  
the vaguest dawticitq attachd to  it, she was in dmnp of it. 



cwls;ervatism and my mcrtherts personality. That was m e d  for &her 
parts of the hause and it rms none of aur business so we rimer saw it. 

Q: Yau msrrtioned a while ago armnpt the older members of the smith 
f d l y  there was a pride abcut the John R. Smith cxmnecrticln 
and Ehglislz baclqccwl or perhaps the Pocaharrtas badgmmd, I'm nat 
sure, or perl.laps both. 

A: I dm% t h h k  Pocahontas as much as John R. 

Q: Was there a feel: of national pride about the German baclqmmd 
by yaur mothw, father or both? 

A: Itt s hterestjng that my mother who had a lot of German 
badqmmd, a lot of German heritage, was clearly proud of it--because 
shewenttaWmtrcPxbleof l ~ t a ~ G e r m a n h M @ & o o l ,  
and was very goad at it. Her nwther and father didnlt speak German in 
the house. Althmgh I think they could have, they didnt t. But ahe 
lamed the l w g e ,  80 there is som evidence that she was 
hkmstedjnthingsWman. Kmwacronsiderableamcrurrtabolrt.amum 
h m ,  mdhdinherarsenalof cook inga lo to f~e rmand i shes~ t  
~ h a d l e a m e d f r m h e r ~ a n d h e r f a t h e r .  
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But the places where--and this is sort of--1% sure there is a 
deal of psychology behind this and I haven't stopped to figure ? t all 
out, but my mother wae, as I said, a great one to keep the dcmryslrd 
clean. She main+xhed  an enormcrus garden by hand. It was better than 
a half an acre of vegetable garden which she mfrrtained all by hand, 
however--she weeded it, down on her hands and knees. But she seem& 
to enjoy that enormouely. There was nothing that p l e a d  her more 
than to be outside raking the grass, cleaning up walnut t r e ~ ~ ,  waIru.ts 
fall* m the graund-and does that to this day. She'll go outsidR 
and rrraurtzlh .Ehe place so t h a t  every blade of grass is just right 
where it b8laqs. That was part of xy  job. I always warrted to help 
h e r w i t h t h a t a n d I a l w a y s 1 o o k e d f o r w a r d t o ~ o c c a s i o n s ~ ~ ~ ~ I  
knew she would always be in goad frame of mind--and it was then that I 
l ~ t o ~ ~ t ~ I d i d 1 ~ .  

Q: It was wl-sen you were helping her w i t h  these chow? 

A: Helping w i t h  these chores, workirrg in the garden, mrkiny an the 
l m .  W x t : m & w a s h t h e h a u s e a h e d i & l t l h i t a b i t .  Itwas 
wider&. she really didnlt like thirrgs cmfined to a hause, doing 
house chores. When &e got outside she wcns a very mch different 
persm, a happier persm.  

a: Haw l q e w  the house? 

A: Well, the hause had nine very large rocrms. A big house, a 
farmhouse, wa&n clapboard house, draw, old. 

A: W. It was a pretty big chore, especially since I was supposed 
to have been a girl--- this might ke of interest since I was  the 
l~tandahewaslatabeforeIwslsbom* S h e w a s t o t h a t p o i n t m  
it was  a l i t t l e  dangerous t o  be having a baby, going on forty. It was 
dacided that I should be a girl. They already had three k y s  and a 
girl and so what they needed was a gkl .  sa they picked aut the narm 
Loretta laq before I ms born, and tdwn I waa born asld was not 

*t didnlt charge matters a bit. I was called Lnretta-so 
I ' m  told by my sic-il I was three and my hair wasnlt cut until 
Iwasthme, erndIoftenwasdreasedindressee:untilIwaasUlree, 
simplybecauseIwassupposedtobeagir1. Whatmtdeep 
penetration that had onmy psyche I don't knw,  I haven't wperi~ued 
it yet but it may came out acarreday. But I was literally treated as, if 
I -and a t ' s  mymtherle resolve far you--damit, you w a x  
sqpcsed to have been a girl ,  we w i l l  treat yau as a girl! AS a 
result of that, because my father had three sans to help h i m  with the 
farming, I was really nut needed, ard I was colsverted into a hcusehql. 

Tlhatle wfiat my childhmdwas, as a h a d  to nrymother. So I learned to 
do all of the vegetable gardening and a l l  the housework and I lamed 
tocanand1 learnedtobakecakes and1 learnedtocookandall that 
stuff because I was tohave been a girl. So there you are. Sowhen 
the question arose of may I bb piano lessons, my father would have 
been violently to that if it was his other sons, but because I 
was a different khd of animal it was Wte a l l  right, the music, just 
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Q: HCYW did yaur older b- and sistem relate to this treabrmt 
of you? 

A: They rather despised me b c a ~ 1 3 e  said I was a spoiled brat. 
F'mn theh pint of view I suppose I was. I didn't have to go out 
into the fields and do what they did. Hcrwlever, my sister was very 
closetorn@becauseweweresortof treatedalike. Shewasahouse 
hand and sowas I, So as a resuJ.t, therewas avery close connection 
wen thagb there was ~EES distance in ax age. There was a close 
cmnection between us bemuse we were both hmmpqle . Leaned to do 
the same chores. Even to this day, I ' m  still very &ortable w i t h  my 
sister and have a samswhat fonnal maticmship w i t h  my brothers. 
Because they resated it. They didn't want to go out in the fields 
arrylr\ore than a @ d y  else did, in the hot sun, Didn't like that. 

Q: Do yry~ have arry idea whether yaur mDt2aerc-you marrtianved that she 
had an in- in German history. Do ycru have any idea i f  your 
mother had any jntsrest in German national affairs prior to World 
war II? 

A: I really WISUldnlt ln#rw. I know that there was certainly stme 
afterthewarwhichw@'llgetto, butwhetherornot=shehadany 
affiliations or interests before the war I have no way of knowing. 
The closest I d d  canw to that W d  be an zulswer lrke this--if 
there were other German peaple in the neighbrhood, it was a cxmwnity 
o f W m m ~ l e .  N o t a l l G e r m a n b u t r r r a r r y .  Iwmxldthhkthathad 
t h e r e b e a n a n y s o r t ~ f G e r m a n ~ t h i e S b e f o r e t h e w a r ,  thatisto 
say social organizations or the like, those people would have been 
involved as well as she. I don't recall my rmtber ever attending 
mything, or do- ;inythiM that had a strictly German charrncter a h x t  
it. 

Q: You would not know if she was aware of or had an interest in t b  
fact: that the National Social ist  Party had corm to pwer? 

A: She barely knaJs who is president. That might give ycru m answx, 

Q: H that was true at  that t h  too. 

A: Yes, it was. 

Q: Nut a very pol i t ia -or ientd  . . . 
A: She was totally u p l i t i d ,  not hbmsbd in arry of this. She 
had a hause to run and a family to rrnise and it's nuenls busine~~ to he 

in politics. That still true bday. She has a vt 
deal of trouble with warm's lib peaple. She said they are clearly 
ablrogating their duties, turning them over to otherpecrple. It's, yau 
lmcw, kirwjl of sad but in her time that was clearly the truth. 
Everyboay had their work and it was c lar ly  delineated ad you did it. 
So she sees a great deal of difficulty with lines being Azsed today. 
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Wrt my guess is that she didn't althaugh I have no way of knuwirg 
w k k l w  she had any German interes- prior to the war. 

(2: muld you tell me a little bit about your education nm? I 

A: Sure. Startea to school in a one-rocan -1, which was the 
Grange hall tmmmmity for that and had been the G r a n g s  hall for 
cumunity s h  1909, is the date on the comerstone af the buildirq. 
Then when the Grange disaErpeared, the building w a s  still there w i t h  
the mrds I1Grange emblazmed amcas the dwrpoat, so the s&ml 
was called the G Hall School. Prior to that time school had been 
h a l d i n a - 3  lding called Price Schcol, But because the 
C a m m u n i t y h a d e n l a r g e d a b i t ~ w e s l t t o ~ l a r g e r b u i l d i n g a n d i t  
was brick so it was a little better. 

Q: Ycru did not attend the Price Schc~l. 

A: No, I started school w i t h  the Grange Hall School and there were 
twelve stxdenlx the year that I started school. I was the only f h t  ~~ in the E h t  grade. since the carrmnxnj.ty was mwmably s u e ,  
still is a stable ccrnmaulity, the only people that carre and went were 
farm laborers who acted as hired hat& to the 1- farmers and so if 
you started a grade w i t h  orae or two pople in it, it was "r 1-Y 
that yauwouldgmdute withthose same m m h r  of people in t. N w  
andthanr>~opleWdccaneandgomaMtoftheit* 
l a b o m .  That was the normal state of affairs. 

Q: Haw lang after consalidatim did you cxmtinue to attend at the 
Grange Hall S&ool? 

A: We did for one year. The consolidated &ml was sqxm&eA into 
two buildings. One, the f h t  through the fifth grades attended the 
schml building of the ~ o o l  w i t h  which we cmsolidat.d, and sixth, 
through eighth attended the Grange Hall Schaol. So for one year I w 
at a sdnool &led IXlncan during the--I guess--yes, the fourth 
was a t  mncan. Then that 43ummer they put the Ixmcan School on 
and m e d  it up to the Grange Hall S W l  and attached the tGJo 
buildings. So at the time I was in the fifth grade the two buildings 
wlere together. 

Q: A literal consolidation. (laughs) 

A: Quite literally. 9 I - q  put the hilding on vmeals and mwe3 it up 
them. 
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A: Went to Bismarck Hi* S-1 and there were 32 of us that 
graduated as d o r s  but I don't think the class was ever larger than 
forty. It was a m l y  small class, ScanethFng like a hundred and 
&@I* h the ~ t h  school. EV- ]mew werybody. mBwy330dy, 
knew ead.1 other and their families and brothers and sisters. V e r y  
tight. You didn't get away w i t h  ;inythina. We had a German principal. 
Hie nams was I-. He had been a captain in the Gemm army durihg 
the seamdWor1d War, and had defected and am t o  this w, and 
had a master's degrae i n  educatim E m  Gemmy-it was a MPdwest 
sd-rool but it was a Camm degree-and tmk the post m principal of 
the high school and believe m, that place was l h  a military carrrg. 
Of course, theGemanpeopleintheccmmmity justthoughtthatwas: 
the berries. 

Q: Do ycru know if Mr.  1- defected during the w a r  or after the war? 

A: It was right at beginning, by way of -and, and I donlt h a w  
what his story is but he workd his  way to the States. 

(2: Your father was a famrer. 

A: Y e s .  

A: He did. Well, he rented famland too but he am& a sizable 
amount of land. 

Q: Was this a family farm? 

A: I --yes, it was. It was nry grardfather's farm, his [my 
fatherle] fathers. The pople by the name of Bmm awn& the fann 
before my grandfather did. Why, I danlt know that this is the case 
but it is, father was the pqest in his family. There was s$ven 
b ~ ~ s i s t e r s  inthat familyandrzwaeof themwere intam&@ 
inbeingfarmerrtsowheslnydadcamealczy, heahcMwd htmest in 
being a farrruer. ?I.lle fanu was sinply aver t o  him. 
~ 9 n d ~ a t h r S m i t h m c w e d i r r t o B i ~ a n d m y  
grandfather lxxam an insurancS saleman. So in this case the farm 
w m t t o t h e ~ & i n s t e a d o f t o t h e o l d e s t ,  whichisthenom& 
routine. He was the pwqest one. So he was born there, an l  raised 
there aml was mmcied on at fann azld raised his family tham. 

Q: D i d  either of your have hobbies or jrrterests of that 
nature? 

A: I wish my mother were here to answer that question, She'd set you 
right, young m, T h e  wasn'ttime for hobbies--because I've a d a d  
such questions nryself f m  her, an3 that was the reply you got, There 
wasalwaysamqhhandworktobedone. Therewasnotimefornressing 
a b u t  with hobbies, My father on the other hand--he was very mch 
interested in small gruups--and as a result would becane imrolved in 
mall groups. Got himself on the school board. Got  himsslf hived 
in farm oqanizations 1h--let me think, !the name will cam to me. 
Got involved certainly in church, but h the people who were 



mgmizw and administer- the church. So what I'm hying to get a t  
h e m w a s h e w r m l d g e t h l v e d i n t h e 3 e d l g r o u p s , s o a s t o b e  
-, secretary, and he s p a t  his time at haws go- wer b k s  
of theEje little organizations that he belqed to. 1 

I 

He really enjoys beping books. mat w a s  one of the Pun mhgs a3Daut 
his desk is that it was alwiys full of the most amazing ledgers and 
boob, but I would get in big trouble for going and pulling out and 
lookirmg at. But I recall one in particular of--whenhewas on the 
school board for Price School, an old ledger was shuwing what the 
teacher had been paid that year. It was incredible, because it was in 
grain and chickans and eggs and bolts of cloth and sane money, but 
largely in goods, the teacher was paid. He would talk at great lerpgth 
dmut huw that was far better than paying him in dollars. 

W z t  those were his hobbies to be irrvolved in organizations of me sort 
or anather* That was partly because he was so very good w i t h  
He got almg with people very nicely. He had a way of--with p $ k  
manner, I you could say insinuating his opinion a othsrs 
b e c a u g e s u m h u w o r ~ a l ~ h e d i d n ~ t t a l k a l c r t ,  g n n p w ~ ~ M  
ocwre away -zing 'that wfiat he'd say was very valuable so they'd 
pay attention to him. As a result of that he becanrs vice pmsiderrt: of 
a dairy, madwars Dairy in Danville which is-p*ly in the Prairie 
F'mm Dairy now--& traveled to nearly every comer of the Uhi td  
StateG for dairy meetings of rme sort or another, mpmsating 
Probxrs  Da*. T u m d  daol any nmber of h i t a t i a n s  to  represent 
Illhis anl its dairy interedts at& for the s-le -son that he 
didn't think he was smart amgh to do it, but the tmth of it was he 
w a s  frightened. He fomd the idea of visit* foreign countriee 
frightening. It made him a little nervcrus, so he didn't do that. 

Q: Of travel? 

A: W l ,  just of stepping off an airplane arrl not speakhq the 
language made him very nervaus. Bssidss, which he didn't sea m y  lged 
far travel*. Wntil he be- a m a b r  of the dairy board and I 

tmvded all over the Whited States--Which made him very happy-he 
didn't travel at all. A two hundred mile trip WIS an enamms t r i ~  
forthefamilytohavemada. l h e n ~ h e w a s m t h e d a i r y ~ ,  he 
andnymotherwuuldtravelal1rnrerU~place. TheywereinNewYark 
wheslthelightswmtmtmefixsttitna. 

A: It would have been &art a thcxlsand acres farm. 
i 

Q: A t  that the he had same aans to help him w i t h  the farming. ~ i b  
he have zlny other eynployeas a t  that time? i 
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interesting thing abu t  that was that they had participated in 
~ a s l o n g a ~ t I c a n ~ ,  inthesensethathis 
brutha%--& to this very day ny c ~ w n  brothers--worm their fam~s,as 
if they were state farms. They'd buy md.Liraery tcgether, ,they'd 
each other's t b .  It's the gOOd of the farm that is at lnbses 
a q  of them indfviduaLly. So I zilwaya had this political problem 

c c m m d m ~ d h t m  
tz 

I  was a kid because the &ools ware teaching us what a temible 
'sm was lnade of and then I'd go h a m  and 

look it straight in the face because the practices w w e  me l x r d m d  
percent ccnnmunistic, cmmme-istic. T h h g s  were shared, things w e r e  
owned by a grrrup not by individuals, and it was the good of the farm 
not the individual that was at stalce Euld if those mtt m s t i c  
views (laughs) --I dim' t see the point. 

Q: And who was it that your father practiced this of 
ammgarmts w i t h ?  

A: A couple of his brothers who then-had bcme farmers later in 
life, had started their awn little fatms, were having trouble because 
lllipchhwy was wpznsive, and so he cooked up this bright idea--'Well 
why dm% we buy machinery together, and then we'll help each other do 
the So it was nifty, they did that. 

Mybrptkaerstoday, .threeof them, w h o r u n ~ f a r m ~ ,  d o t h @ v q  
sams thfng. They have me mine which they've all bught and ens 
wm pi- which they've all bmght. The smaller pieces, scane of 
them are wnd individually like tractors and pluws and the l*. But 
~thiS3wmg0~l~da;untoamaLlthingslikehandtools.  Rather 
than buy a bunch of cheap hand tools, t.hqrll go buy saw very 
expend- hand tools and than they are the property of the family, not 
thepmpertyof anyone inthefami lyand~~~rtofkept inacmtra l  
1-tion whem ycru go and t a l e  them if you need them, and put t h a n  
Isa& when you're dane. It's irltmast- ta note that one of my 
bratham who's not greedy, he's just mless--and he takes the tools 
and forgets to put them back or tabs his t h  putting them back and 
the ather two get very upset with him. They'll go reprimand h i m  far 
b e i n g s l c r w t o t h e m a r k i n p u t t i n g t h e ~ b a c k ~ e r a ~ ~ b e l o n g s a  
the nmct persm can use them Wuse  it's causing hcomesliiece to the 
group caKmunim! 

Q: Weus your family religious? 

A: Very. were n m r h a ~  of the Disciples of CZ1UZCh. 
At- religiously. Yau had to ham a very good mason if yau ; 
didn't attend. It was not a terribly fo& chumh. . . 
Erd of side One, T a p  Orse 

A: . . . nor was it a very radical churdl but it was a simple 
& u r d n ~ y w z w m t f l v d a y m 3 m i n g s p m i r s e d t h e L n r d ,  sangsmgs, 
tonkczcammdanand~hclrrue. T h e ~ ~ o f ~ ~ ~ c l ~ ,  
straightforward, ard yax didn't ask questions. In fact, there was no 
~ l ~ i m i m f o l v e d i n t h e ~ ,  y a u w e r e n o t t o w e y c x l r ~ .  



You would sinply beliave what was told to you, and your l i f e  would be 
che@ry andhappy, as a result. I t lspret tymmh that way t o  this day. 

Q: woula you deEccrihe this as a fw&mmhl of religion? I 

A: -41, in the sense that they wera B i b l e  ~~, &t 
nut radical B i b l e  thuprs. Wrt i f  you gat into an a n p e n t  with them 
they simply hamhi3 you the B i b l e  d said, lWel l ,  here it is. A l l  you 
have to  do is read it.'' It never occunred to than  that there might be 
an hteypmhtion differant than theirs. If there was me it was 
wrcrq-xr misguided, or the w r k  of the dwil. 

Q: Did your f d l y  read the Bible at hom? 

A: It was not allawed. It w a s  not a f d l y  activity to mad the 
B i b l e .  We did a lot of church hymn singing at hanw muse my mother 
~ a r s  a very g o d  piano player, and so we did a lot of that, but not out 
loud readmg of the B i b l e  although it was assured that you did it 
privately* 

A: By the parents, y v .  There was every evidence that they did, The 
B i b l e  m s  always apen m their bedraam. Wlt you didn't have religion 
shwed dawn your throslt. It w a s  a simple matter of, this is right and 
~ t i s w r o r a g ~ y o u ~ ~ t ~ ~ b e ~ l d i n a n y o t h e r ~ ~ r d s b u t  
those. That's it* If yau ch- to go to hell, great. Good. So in 
that way it 'e very refreshing i f  they are absolutely--absolute 
adh- to a set of principles but they don't f o n  on you. 
They simply tell you, "These are the right ways and i f  you dm't 
b l i e n r e  it, too bad.'' I rather like that. Well mrtainly, in that 
~ i t i ~ i n t e l l ~ j n ~ t i t l ~ i t u p t o ~ ,  I ~ t o q a k e  
the decision, No one is going to pester me about it. What's 
~ ~ ~ t h a t p e o p l e i n t h e ~ t y ,  @ w a r e  
s ~ l y r e f w e d t o h a v e a r r y t h i r r g t o d o w i t h i t e t l d t h e y a r e  
a s - - c 1 u ~ ,  they are treated h a y ,  they are regElrded as 
then t h e y w i l l  tllm right - and say that the Lord tells youthat 
yau mh't mix w i t h  the mil. So there they axe. Incredible armant 
of faim involved thare. 

Q: So, yes, religion was that? 

A: Abigpartof  t he fami lya l thaagh i twasno tha rpdupn toa r ry  
great dqme at all. It was only in, oh, after the --I don't 
what that has to do w i t h  it, but afterr the war--maybe w a  in the i 
f i f t ies ,  the questions about: playing m d s  and going to rwvies and I 

watching W i s h  as it came along, whether or mt these were goqd 
things. My parents did all of those things. My mother was the h q t  
a&re player I wermet. Which is a Germ~vl game. She can beat ydu. 
Anybody playing euchre. She's a good card player. Uwd movies, 
playsd the piam, laaew haw to play all the popular SOngB of the day/, 
a u l d  rattle them off real  good. So lhzre m s  a nice dxtue of 
sscularism and dlristianity. 



A: I really cmldn't say that I have arry idea. As I'd said before, 
my mother c e r t a h l y  showed very l i t t l e  interest in world politics- 
until Stalin.  Stal in got to her. I remerhr how she would go on and 
on a b u t  &at a horrible creature he was. My father, h~wwer, was 
more aware of that sort of thing. But the only kind af politics that 
1everheardarrythingabcRztvhenIwasadidwasRooswelt 
politics---use of the--well, the farme~rs in middle America were 
hurt pretty severely by the depression. Didntt have a hell of a lot, 
and~NewDealwas8Xact lywhat the?ywere lookingfor .  S o a s l ~  
ae Rooeenrelt was alive he was guaranteed a v0-b h B ~ ~ ,  1llinois 
because of his s q p r t  there. -was m a qwsticm of that. He 
was a godsand. Thatt& very h b m s t h g ,  too because that very sort of 
pxm--my parents and the= associates wera the very first sort& of 
people to mistrust the wealthy, or the ciw s l i ~ a l l  of Wch 
Raxweltwas. w l t h e h a d w m t h e i r ~ .  

A: Well, you know, they were just nat demonstrative people. 

Q: Did you family sibmibe to a newspaw? 

A: Y e a ,  the Danville -ial News and the--weekly or monthly-- 
-hie Farmer, 

Q: Now, was that a mmpaper or . . . 
A: Well, it was a tabloid sort of maspaper whi t31 was for farmers land 
f- information and agricultural informatinn--but it was mom on the 
order of a magazine. 

A: Life magazh ,  finally crrme alcng but thst was the first magazine 
that= inta the tha house a -regular basis aside fmm the prairie 
Farmer and the -ial News. The reason that I -that, 
-, is that when I was sir--beaiuse I was just startirq dwol-rry 
aunt fora b-ypmsmt gave= a -iptionto a Danald Wck 
ccBnicbonk&nrymotherWdn~tletrrrehaveitbeca~itw~~ 
t h e s o r t : o f t h h q s h e t h w g h t a h o u l d b e ~ ~ t o t h e h a u s e .  S o w  
didn't the sukecriptim. She simply pilfered it at the mailbox 
zlnd burned it and informad her sister, ny aunt, that she wauldntt do 
any foolish like that, please, again. So wht came into the 
house in the way of reading mkrial was selected very carefully. 
lhera is a joke which is told, which in my case is not a jake, it is 
one hundred percerrt true--of the boak salesman r&m canes to the door 
and wants to sell books of cne sort or mother. I vividly rwwber my 
mDther standing in the doorway say* to him, 'We don't need any 


























































