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Eva L. Clough, October 27, 1974, Donnellson, I l l inois.  
Mary Ann Dillon, qtemrlewer. 

Q. Okay, f i r s t  of a l l  t e l l  me about, can you remember very mch about 
when you w e r e  a child? 

A. Well, I can W e r  a g o d  deal, but then, just t o  t h h k  of it, 
you know, I couldnlt do so good. 

Q. Yes, okay. 1me about the games and things that you played 
when you were a 

A. Well, we used t o  play things that the children don't play now. Like 
Ardy Over and Drop the Handkerchief and Black Man and Prisoners Base. 

Qo Oh, I've heard that Black Man game. What i s  that? 

A. Well, they have two bases, separated, and then sawbody gets out 
there t o  start them on, t o  stand it, and then they t r y  t o  m frm 
one base t o  another. The ones that 's a standing it, they have t o  try 
t o  catch thm. An3 then i f  they catch you, wlny then, you have t o  help 
catch others un t i l  they get them so you can't get through, you know. 
Thereld be so m n y  of them that they' l l  catch you. 

Q. Did you play mostly with just your brothers and s i s te r  or  did you 
play with neighborbod kids or relatives? 

A. Well, of course w e  just played at home, but at school is where they 
played the p e s ,  the most games. 

Q. Oh, I see, where did you go t o  school? 

A. Elm Point. 

Q. Where's Ellen Point? 

A. A t  Elm Point. 

Q. How do you spell that? 

A. Elm Point. It 1s two words. It I s  a mile and a half south of 
Donnellson. They's a dwelling, they made the schoolhouse into a dwell- 
ing. 1t!s used by a man that l ives there. 

A. A mile and three-qurkrs. 

Q.. A rd le  and three-quarters. Did you walk? 
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A. Yes, most of the t*. Well, when wets mall owl folks used t o  
take us smet3mes qrd then when It got real  bad weather--we used to  have 
lots of snow ther++d i f  snowld get so bad we couldnlt get there a lot  
of times. 

Q. What was the school like? Were there a lo t 'o f  kids that went to  
school there? 

A. Well, they was around tlnirl;y when we went t o  school but further 
back, we talked t o  a man that went to  school there, he said there was 
s h t y .  I don't see how they got i n  that l i t t l e  houBe. It was a l i t t l e  
brick house. 

Q. What W of heat did they have? 

A, Just had a stoqe, coal. 

Q. Coal stove. What Hnd of desks did you have? 

A. Well, we had double desks. They's two set together and of course, 
you had a seat, !Then it cane up and you had a desk on the back of it 
for the ones back of them. They just went back ard then they were 
large a t  the back for the bigger ones. And then they got smaller 
unti l  they's pretty small for the small ones. 

Q. Did you have a recitation bench? 

A. Yes, and we'd, the teacher had a cal l  bell, one of them kind you 
tap, you know, and she'd call them up to  class that way. i 
A. When we'd go up to  the recitation benches. 

Q. What did you do when you went up to  . . . Oh I see, when it was 
yowl class you went up. 

A. Owl class. Well you see they taught eight grades and that way, 
well it was hard on the teacher, and we'd have . . . well, we'd have 
a t  least two studies between each intermission. We have f i r s t  recess 
ard then last recess and then we took up school a t  9:00  a.m. and dis- 
miss& a t  4:00 p.m. And we had an howl noon. 

Q, Did you go home for lunch? 

A. No, We took it. That's amther thin@;, talk about frozen sand- 
wiches, w b  we had frozen sandwiches before they was ever any freezers. 

Q. Oh you did? 

A. We took our lunch in a l i t t l e  half a gallon bucket. They set them 
on the floor back at  the back of the room, and i t ' d  freeze up in there 
by noon i n  the sevwe cold weather,and then finally they rrade sane 
shelves up by the flue and then it didn't freeze, but it froze. 
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Q. What kind of things did you take for lunch? 

A. Oh, we took q t  sandwiches and then we'd take a l i t t l e  jar of some 
k i d  of f 'ruit or  t-toes or sanething and pie ard cake and cookies i f  
we had it. Course Iwe didn't have them so mch but Mom mde lo t s  of 
mlnce pies an3 of dowse they'd last for  t h e  days. 

Q. Because she mde a l o t  of them you mean? 

A. Yes, she'd . . . And our dad worked at Panama, I l l inois.  That's 
when Panama up and she had f ive  lunches t o  fix, four $or us 

Q. What did he do bt Panarm? 

A. Carpenter work. 

Q. Oh, he was a carpenter, I didn't know that. D i d  he build very 
much f'urniture for you? 

A. No. 

Q o  NO. He Just m k e d  on houses and things? 

A. Yes, he dLd a Zot of work at home though. He did his blacksmith's 
work ard he mde knives out of saws and saw blades ard l i t t l e  odd things 
like that, you b o w ,  that a lo t  of people didn't do and then he 
sharpened ploughs and he made a lo t  of hls things; tools and things he 
used t o  work with. 

Q. Was your mther  a large woman or-sma,ll woman? 

A. Well, no, she's about what you'd c a l l  a medim wcunan. 

&. She had a lo t  of work t o  do didn't she? 

A. Yes, & then mr grardparents, our ,pardpa and gnudm Clough, 
1 h e d  with us, an3 at  one t- she had eight t o  do for. Eht ow &and- 
father died when 1's s ix  years old. And Arthur was three so we wasn't 
much help. And GraruJma, Grandma's a l i t t l e  tiny woman, about l ike  Wlu, 
ard she was pretty poorly weak, ard she didn't do very much housework. 
I remember she used t o  do the dishes. She'd wash them and then Lulu be- 
gan t o  dry dishes, she's older than I was. So she began t o  dry dishes, 
before I did, ard I just wanted t o  dry dishes so bad but they's af'raid 
I'd break them. BI& af te r  I got big enough t o  do it I wasn't so anxious. 

Q. No, it's not so much f'un a f te r  al1,is i t ?  What was your mother like? 

A. Well, she was a, oh, I donVt k m w  what you'd say, she's l o t s  a love 
for  us. She was a good neighbor & she had f'riends and she did, oh, 
she was a great hwd t o  work the garden and she raised chickens ard of 
course, she done housework. 

Q. Did she Uke t o  work outside more than inside? 
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A. Well, I think she did, but a f te r  she got older and got so she . . . 
She was a great m d  t o  hoe, oh, she would get out and she would hoe, just 
a l l  day, you know $hat way. After  while ww, she got so she stayed i n  
the house. After qhe got so she wasn't able t o  work out and she did the 
cooking and we got out. I just love t o  mu? the garden plow and the lam 
mower. I can't do any of that now but I l ike  to  do that. 

Qo Your mother, so she was very affectionate with you children? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was she 9 very s t r i c t  disciplinarian? 

Am Pretty much, our folks was. They never had trouble with us l ike  
a l o t  of people did. We lived away out there kind of isolated and 
we wasn't with the others very much, you how, and I think that saved us 
a lot .  We wasn't, oh, exposed t o  the temptations, a l o t  of them you know. 
Oh, yes they were s t r i c t  on us. We thought they was. But I 1 m  glad 
they was, because that kept us out of a lo t  of temptations. 

Q. Was your father very s t r i c t  also? 

A. Yes, but he didn't whip us. M a n ,  she'd take a switch and whip us 
sometimes but Dad didn't do that much; but 1'11 t e l l  you when he said 
somethhg it k w t !  It hurt as bad as being hit, nearly. 

Q. What about your grandparents, how were they with you children? 
Did they discipline you at a l l ?  

A. Yes, somewhat, of course our grardfather he was weakly. He had 
sane klml of stamch trouble or something and herd take care of us when 
we was l i t t l e  you h o w .  Mm'd go t o  the blackbemy patch t o  pick black- 
berries ard  he'd take c a n  of the kids ard then samet3mes he'd have t o  
go ard get her. SkK! picked lots  of blackberries too and did lo t s  of 
canning. And we was brought up t o  can. 

Q. Did she do mch sewing? 

A. Well, she made a l l  owl clothes and she wen, back when the boys was 
l i t t l e ,  she made tb boys1 clothes d Dad's clothes. I mean the every- 
day clothes. I 
Q. D i d  she do qui s and embroidering and things l ike  that? Jt 
A. Yes, especially when she got older. 

Q, 6he probably didn't have time when you were mnall .  

A. No, ard she saved scraps for us. We each one had a roll of scraps 
OF our clothes aml then a f te r  we gmwed up, why, we mde a quilt of than. 

Q. Yes, that 's nice that she did that. Okay, t e l l  me about Christmses 
when you were l i t t l e ,  what kinds of thhgs dfd you do for Christmas? 
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A . 
had 

Q. 

A. 

Well, we didn't get very much toys but, oh,weVd get candy, We 
more candy at Istmas t h  any other time. Y 
Did she make t 

No, they didnT mke m y  M l y  any then but they'd get 
candy. Now our re they'd give us candy, [too]. When M a n  
bo@t candy she'd up and we knowed t o  l e t  it alone, then she'd 
just take it down give us a piece once i n  a while. 

Q. Did you have a Christmas tree? 

A. Yes, sane, but of course, Mom was so busy she didn't have time t o  
fool with a Chrlstms t ree  so much but sanetmes she'd have it and we'd 
lmq up o w  stocldrgs but we never was fooled about Santa Claus. They 
didn't believe in d c h g  the ldds believe. Oh, we'd talk about Santa 
Claus, and all, but we hew they was the ones that got the presents. And 
weld hang our flrst stockings but we didn't get much. Oh, we'd get 
candy but we didntt get toys t o  amount t o  anything. 

Q. What ldnds of things did you play with then? 

A. Oh, just things that we'd contrive of our own. We had a l i t t l e  
train and Lula and I had a l i t t l e  iron ard . . . 
Q. Did you have dolls? 

A. Yes, we had dolls but they was j u s t  l i t t l e  dolls about this long. 
Only we had a big rag dol l  apiece. 

Q, Did you go t o  town very often? 

A. No not very often. 

Q. About how oftJ did you go? 

A. Well, the fo  , of course we had eggs t o  sell and theytd go once 
or twice a week bu 9 they didntt  take us very much. Sonetimes you know, 
maybe you don't knw, but they used t o  give the children candy, the 
merchants did, smetimes give them a piece of candy. Well, they'd used 
t o  give us a lurp of brown sugar sometirm;~ and that 's w h a t  we had a lot .  
Man give us brown sugar. It'd get in a l-, you know, and of course 
that tvas candy t o  us. Eut we didn't go and help ourselves t o  the suga~ 
even. 

Q. W a s  it a big treat when you got t o  go t o  town? 

Q. DLd you cam t o  Drmnellson, i s  that where you would go? 

Q. Tell me about Easter, did you do anything special for  Easter? 



A. Well, Mom used 60 l e t  us have the eggs sanetimes that we got on 
Easter. We didnlt have what each one found but weld watch the hen 
nests pretty close and then she'd take the eggs and s e l l  
them. Then we had school money. 

Q. Oh I see. You ent t o  church every Sunday? 1 
A. Yes, unless the( weather was bad. 

A. Well, not when we was small. We went %n the big wagon, you know, 
that was pretty cold. 

Q. In  the spring wagon? 

A. No, in the big wagon, a big farm wagon. Weld have two seats 
down there and then M a n  and Dad, they'd sit on the front seat and weld 
s i t  on the back seat. Sametimes they'd start up right quick and the 
seat board would jmt f ly  up and we'd land back In the back. 

Qo What Mnd of animals a d  you have then? 

A. Why, we had hogs and horses and cows. 

Q. Md you just have two horses? 

A. No, we had more than two. Dad raised young horses. 

Q. Did you have da i ly  chores that the children had to  do? 

A. Yes. When we gpt h e  from school we had to  peel potatoes. Lulu and I 
did. And the they had t o  get in the wood and things like that 
that chfldren do. And then sometSnes we had a l i t t l e  t3me to  
play 

Did then? 

A. Well, we genemlly went to  sleep before we went to  bed. And then 
weld get up in the morning, we wanted t o  get up when the folks did and 
they weren't too hat about that, but they l e t  us get up. We get up 
eaxly. 

Q. Did you do most of your living Fn the kitchen out a t  the farm or 
in, your living m? 

A. We did it in the living room, we had a warmer fire, and of course 
we kept out of the kitchen pretty much when the coo- was going on 
unless we had to  get i n  there and get ready for the meals and al l .  
O f  course wets kind of in the wa,y I guess. 

Q. Tell me what your favorite food was that your mother used t o  cook? 

A. Well, meat. We used t o  eat lots  of meat. We ate meat more than we 
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did eggs and we ate lo t s  of beans. 

9. What would you b v e  for  breakfast? 

A. Well, we had b on g e n d l y  and then we always had gravy, we 
was @;reat for  gra O f  course we had bread and milk if we wanted it. 
We always did eat  good breakfast, we do yet. ht of people just eat 
a l i t t l e  b i t .  Why we have a big breakfast! 4 
Q. What do you have for  breakfast now? 

A. Well, we have--meats too high now-we have eggs and oats and I drMc 
coffee and the others drink cocoa, In the winter, and then we drink water 
in the smertin-e. 

Q. Did your mother do l o t s  of baking? Did she bake l o t s  of cakes and pies? 

A. She didn't make very much, only when we went t o  school. She 
mde sane though-+ cookies, she used t o  make a ldrd of cookies, they 
was eggless cooklea and they was rea l  hard but they was rea l  sweet; 
they had lo t s  of stlgar, In them. 

Q. Then for  supper, what kinds of things did you have for  supper? 

A. Well, we always had potatoes for  dinner and supper. And then of 
course we had butter a good deal of the time. 

Q. Md she make mashed potatoes and f'ried potatoes and hash browns and 
all those different M s  of potatoes? 

A. Yes, and we liked f'ried potatoes awf'ul well. And occasionally 
we had baked potatoes. We had two kinds of baked potatoes, one that just 
baked the potatoes with the peeling on and then another klnd where you 
peel them and cut them in kind of thick slices and put grease in the 
pan and put salt and pepper on them and baked them. It's sort  of on the 
f'ried potato order. O f  course she had them for  dinner generally be- 
cause it took quite a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  cook them. 

Q. What Hnd of meat would you have? 

A. Well, we had p only. One year we butchered a beef, otherwise we 
had pork. And of we had chicken. 

Q. Would she bake the chicken a l o t  or  would she f r y  it or  what? I 
A. Well, when it she d fry it a d  then when it l d get good 
sized she'd they called it smothered chicken. 'Ihat makes 

I think there I s .  She'd roll the chicken.in 
and put same water on It and i f  she didn't 

fat t o  make a r ich enough gravy she'd put a chunk 
of butter in it. 

Q. What about ve&tables, a d  you have all Wnds of vegetables? 



A. Well, we had and potatoes a good deal but we didn't eat  
carrots and a l o t  l ike  that  l lke  they do now. And i n  the 
spring we had greens. We'd get out and get dandelion and dock. 
I always wasn't good unless they had horseradish 

a ldnd of spicy taste.  

Q. C a n  you rememb r Whhg special about birthdays? Did you have 
birthday parties? , 

A. Well, we did a few tlmes. But of course we didn't have any friends 
that  lived real close. But we had a birthday party sometimes, Mom, she'd 
make a cake and she'd get some l i t t l e  candies and decorate and we'd c a l l  
some of our f'riends in. O f  c m s e  that  was a great event then fo r  us 
because it didn't happen very often. 

Q. 9: wanted t o  talk t o  you about your relationship with your brothers 
and s t s t e r ,  I understand, from vis i t ing  you before, that you and h l u  
have always been very close haven't you? 

A. Yes, we were so near the same age and, of course, the way the boys 
am, owl older brother and the younger one, they's about seven years 
difference I n  the i r  ages and so our older brother he ldnd of got the 
start on the rest of us. Our younger brother, he was playing with us 
more than they did together, because they's too mch difference in  the 
boys' ages u n t i l  they g r e w  up pretty well. But we was so near the same 
age.., of course, I thought I had t o  do whatever she [Lulu] did. 

Q, Dld she mind? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I mean did she mind that you wanted t o  do everything tha t  she did? 

A, Oh no, she didn't care about that. Oh no, she enjoyed it. We'd 
just  play wtlth our dol ls  ard we'd make clothes fo r  them ard hats and trim 
them with chicken feathers. 

Q. Did you play outside a lo t?  

A. Yes, we had playhouses outside. We didn't have dishes, l ike  l i t t l e  
child's dishes, you how, we'd take an old piece of broken plate  and 
things l ike  that  fqr our dishes and we'd fix bricks for  o w  stove and 
they l e t  us have a fire in it and we had an old stove door tha t  we 
put on there, and 8 en we'd get out and get us some weeds and cook them 
for greens, of cowse we didn't eat  them. And then we got Ibglish 
spamow eggs and WEI cooked them, we didn't eat them ei ther ,  but you how 
they was just llttl!e miniature eggs, they was just as nice as they could 
be-for imitation. And then we made mud pies and m d  cakes. And then 
we'd get ready f o r  . . . 
Our school, on the last day, would always have a dinner. All the 
parents would go ard, oh, it was a gt-and day. And then of course, 
they had a p r o g m  and we a l l  had t o  be In the program. So my s i s t e r  and I 
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would take a notion to have a imitation of that dinner and we'd just 
make a whole lot  o f  those mud cakes a d  pies, you know, ami we'd use 
sand for sugar and hey was an old wild chemy log that rotted d m  
and It made red, s we put that in for cocoa and chocolate. And we 
made icing out of t e  ashes. $ 1 

Q. Wow, you realG had good imaginations ! 

A. Yes, we had t o  go on hagination a lot, we didn't have the real 
things t o  play with and so we just imagined. Of course our mother 
told us lots of whqt she had done before, you know. 

Q. Did your mothe4 grow up in that same house? 

A. No, she grew up over south or northeast of Sorento, but after she 
mrHed she cane over here. 

Q. I see. How old was your mther when she got m i d ?  

A. I believe she's almost twenty-two. They's gaing to get married on her 
birthday but the mhister that was going t o  marry them,he was going t o  leave 
so they had to  set it up a week earlier. They was married down i n  that 
house where we lived. Our uncle and aunt was living there at that time. 
So the minister, he walked down through f h m  up here across Branch Creek 
down there and he ssed that [creek] ard he fe l l .  He hurt; his thumb 
and they had wrapprhis thumb up in  turpentine. Of course turpentine 
was the great medicline for bruises a d  things, and it kind of mde the 
bride sick to  anell It. (laughter) 

Q. D i d  they celebrate their  anniversarfes? 

Q. Do you think that your parents had a good marriage? 

A. Yes! 

Q. They got along very well? Did they ever have arguments? 

A. Oh not much. If they did we didn't know it. 

Q. What happened when they argued? What did they do? 

A. Oh, they didn14 argue very much and they just quit before it got 
hot. I 
Q. Did yak f a t h d  pretty rmch decide how things were going t o  go or 
did they share the responsibility? 

A. Well, they s ed a good deal but I don't h o w  it 's always been, 
I guess you'd ca l l  it a tradition i n  our family, they always ldnd of 
thought the man wa "d the leader. If we wanted to  go somewhere to  stay al l  
night we had to  getl permission f r o m  both of them. A r d  Dad never wanted 
us to  be gone at night, but he l e t  us eometlmes. I donlt know, he 
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always wanted us haw at night. 

Q. Well, it doesnr work that  way anymore. I don't think Arthurrs the 
leader around here, 

A. Well, he don't 1hh-k so. (Qughter) We just  a l l  boss around here. 
When our parem 

T 
al ive  we thought it was our duty t o  do what 

they said ad i f  we got i n  any a n y t s  werd take it t them, t o  9 Mom especially, and then whatever Man said, that  was it. 

You all three along pretty well though don t you? 

Q. Tel l  me about the gardening. Did you do much of the gardening? 

Q. Well, the women did the gardening mostly. Of course, Dad, he had 
the f i e l d  work t o  do ad, oh, even back as children, they'd give us a 
bed a r d  then we could plant wktever we  wanted t o  Fn It. And that's the 
way we started t o  making garden. Then of course as we got bigger we just  
went in to  the big garden all of us. 

Q. I saw your garden out there. It's very big and looks l ike  you used 
t o  have a very nice one. 

A. Yes, we used t o  have an awf'ul big m e n  and, oh, we raised so much 
stuff. A l o t  more than we could use. 

Q. When did you usually start planting your m e n ?  

A. Well, way back we could camnence Fn February sometimes. 

Q. What did you plant i n  February? 

A. Oh, sometimes we'd plant potatoes a d  cabbage seed and things like 
that . 
Q. Did you plow the garden i n  the fall? 

A. No, but you get it plowed so much earlier than you can now. 
It stays wet so M we'd just  plant a l o t  of potatoes and 
weTd have t o  get hoe the potatoes and pick the bugs off them 
sometimes. They sprayed fo r  the bugs a f t e r  w h i l e .  

Q. What did they u e t o  spray them? f 
A. They used P a d s  Green first and then they got t o  using amenate of 
lead. But the pota o bugs never bothered the last few years. t 
Q. Tell me, what e se did you plant? f 
A. Well, we alwaysiplanted a lo t  of beans. A l o t  of onion sets,  we  
used t o  s e l l  a l o t  of onions. Panama, theyrs l o t s  of people over there 
use a l o t  of onions and we just  r a i se  them by the bushel and take them 
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over there and s e l l  them. 

Q. What kind of onions? 

A. Well they had top sets, theyT s a winter onion that l ives  through 
the wiinter and then they grow up a seed stalk and then they have a 
bunch of sets up there. Well, we had the other Hnd of onions that  did 
that and then we'd take them bunch of sets apwt  and put them out one 
in a place you kn . We had great long rows of them onions. We didn't 
use much onions oqselves. 

Q. Oh you &idnVt?j You just  raised those t o  se l l ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you plant lettuce? 

A. Yes, we always had lettuce and radishes and beets, twnips. 

Q. Did you l ike  turmips? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Did you have an orchard? 

A. Yes, we had an orcharrd. And we used t o  have a l o t  of apples. And 
we made cider and vinegar. 

Q. How do you make vinegar? 

A. Well, take the cider and l e t  it work and l e t  it sow. And you'd have 
t o  wait a year o r  so before it turned t o  vinegar and it made good 
vinegar. We used the good apples. But the vinegar was kind of l i ke  
the cider i f  you used poor apples, sour apples, why it didn't make 
very good vinegar. You take the good tast ing apples makes a good cider. 

Q, D i d  you have a hard crank cider mill? 

A. They'd take them in the wagon and went to  Reno, they had a cider 
m i l l  down there. 

Q. Did you kids qlrk cider in the wintertime? 

A. I never liked ider  when I was growing up but here la te ly  I Hrd 
of got so I l i ke  i . And of course Mom used t o  can It, because we never 
used any hard cid . Dad never had a H cider on the place un t i l  the 
boys got big en [so] he could tmt them. (laughter) She'd brfng 
it Just  t o  a bo i l  4 then seal  it i n  the fruit jars.  Well it didn't 
taste just  l ike  t h  h s h  cider but it was pretty good. And then they'd 
open that  an3 dr it i n  the winter. 

Did they drink lit hot? 

A. No, I don't believe so. 
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Q, Tell me about your flowers? Dld your mother have lo t s  of flowers? 

A. Yes, Mcun was . . . our grandmother, she was a great hand for 
flowers and we had hots of annual flowers and lo t s  of hardy ones that 
lived thmugh. 

Q. What kinds of atu?uals did you have? 

A. Well we k d  zinnias, ard mwigolds, petunias and rose moss and things 
l ike  that. Ard of course, I can't think of them all right now. In  
l a t e r  years we had a lo t  of chrysanthesrarms. G r z r d m  and Mother thought 
so much of them. lvbm just W e d  me of a butterfly, she'd just go out 
and look a t  one b m h  and she'd go and look at another one, it just 
mnirded me of a butterfly aflylvlg frcan one flower t o  another. 

Qo Did you have very many flowers i n  the house? 

A. Well, Grandma always had ti Christrras cactus and then she had am 
amarylis and then a f te r  we got bigger,why we had . . . oh, we just had 
a whole l o t  of different things, begonias. 

Q, And what was it you gave me? Gloxinia? 

A. No, we didn't have them unt i l  a few years ago. 

Q. Tell me about your house. How it was when you can f b s t  remember 
and then how it 's changed. 

A. Well, before I can remember, the mdn part, the part that is a 
story and a half high, it was buil t  back i n  about 1878 or  something l ike  
that. Well, the 1Lvl r -g  roan ard the bedroom d then the two bedrowns 
upstairs. 

Q. Just  Luluts bedmom? 

A. Yes, and then they later ,  still  before I was born, they built the 
kitchen on, I just what year that was and then the east 
part, we front room and the bedroom that was buil t  
i n  1910. 

The f'ront that ' s the room that you had stored in? 

A. Yes. ! 
DLd you use that room or what did you use that for? 

A. !hat's what most people would ca l l  a living room. 

Q. What did you have i n  there? What kind of M t u r e ?  

A. Well, we had our organ and oh, there was a stard table and davenport 
and c m s .  

Dld you use it much? 



A, Well, we didn't use it In the winter because we didn't have heat 
i n  there. Ebt in the sumner we used it. 

I 
Q. I see. Then tlpe room that I was in was the dining room. 

A o  Yes, and that '$ where we lived mostly in  la ter  years. And then of 
course, that's wheqe we had the f b e ,  it was warm. 

Qo Was there any &nhade flnrmiture in your house? 

A. Oh yes. Oh ye$, we had handrnade chalrs, some of them was and that 
bureau that's in there was h-drmde. 

Q. Did your father make it? 

A. No, our grandfather, 

Qo Is that the one t h a t  lived with you? 

A. Yes, no owl gmat-grandfather mde it. Our great-grandfather. 
Grandma's father. 

Qo Did he live where you live? 

A. No, he lived d m  here . . . well, they come *can Kentucky to  
Wocd River &-d then they mved down here to  a place about a half a 
mile south of town. Ayld then he had a kitchen table that we sold a t  the 
sale. And then that kitchen table i n  there, our peat-pardfather made 
it . 
Q. That really ha3 beautifU legs. 

A. That's what I ihink. Arthur don't like that table but I do, i t ' s  
got a drop leaf. He had a turning lathe and he mde lots of m t u r e .  
Did you see our spinning wheel? He mde it. We give It t o  W M e  
Fdwards, she's a dqstant relative but we want to  keep it i n  the connection. 

Q, So you just had a stove in the kitchen and the d in ing  room? 

A, Yes, and then further back we had one upstairs to  heat the upstalrs 
but we hadn't for a long t h .  

Q. Did all of you ldds sleep upstairs? 

A. All of us slept upstairs a t  one t h e  but Grandma, she slept 
downsta3rs. It was too hot up there i n  the sumnertim, so we'd move 
down i n  the swrmer, 

Q, I'll bet it was cold In the wintertime. 

A, Well, they's a flue that went up through it and then they had that 
stove up there a t  one time and then a t  one time the stovepipe fmn the 
stove went right up through the floor and we had a radiator up there 
but I t ' d  f i l l  up with soot ard catch aftre & so we discarded it. So 



Eva L. Clough 1 4  

we made a place there for the heat t o  go up for a register and then the 
heat, of cowse, rases and It made it real warm up there. 

Q. Dld you have fyather beds then? 

A. Yes, have yet. ; 
Q. Do you l ike  fedther beds? 

A. I l ike  them in the wintertime, I don't l ike  them in the sur~ner. 
They get too hot, Lot of people don% have a use for feather beds but 
wets raised on them. 

Q. Did you make butter? 

A. Oh yes, that's the thing we had t o  do. We had t o  churn. I used 
t o  get so discouraged chxnhg, I 'd keep alookAng t o  see if the butter . . . 
We had these old dash churns, you know, we sold it at the sale. Then later 
we had them l i t t l e  glass chums. Then we had an old wooden chum, we kept 
it, but it never did have any dasher that I can remember. 

Q. Did you ever make cheese? 

A. We t r ied to. And we didnlt have very good luck with it. Iht we made 
cottage cheese by the gallons. 

Q. How did you make that? 

A, Well, you l e t  the milk clabber, sour, you know, you want t o  catch 
it right at the right place, you don't want t o  l e t  it get too sour. And 
put it on the back of the stove a-d then i t ' d  separate, the whey 
would get watery and then that thick part, that 's w h a t  you made the 
cheese out of. And then you'd take that and drain It, we didnl t make 
it l ike  a lo t  of other people did, we put more stuff in it than some 
a d ,  and everybody put salt Fn it, of course, and then butter, 
but we had lo t s  of butter and we Just put a l o t  of butter i n  and we 
put sugar in it and salt ard sometimes pepper. 

Q. It tastes a lot; different than the kird you buy doesn't I t ?  

A. Why, yes, t h i s  dontt tas te  l ike  anything. After we quit m a k b g  it, 
why we just didn't like these bmghten ones, but i t 's been so long 
now that I l ike  the boughten ones. O f  course you can add some things 
t o  that; Uke we always put saw sugar in it and some butter. We made 
it a d  give it t o  the nefghbors a d  they lfked it too. 

Q. You said that your mother mde bread? How often did she make i t ?  

A. Well, she made it at least once a week. And then she made biscuits. 
She mde lo ts  of biscuits. 

Qo Do you make biscuits? 

A. Not very often, we do somtimes. 



Eva L. Clough 

Q. Can you t e l l  mq what your reclpe i s?  
I 

A. (laughter) No I didn't have any recipe I just  . . . Just get some 
f l o w  ard put the tuff in It, you know. 

Q. What all do yo put in i t ?  J 
A. In the biscuit$ you mean? Why we put salt, take the f l o w  ard the 
baking powder an3 shortening . . . 
Q. Do you use lard? 

A. Yes, but we used t o  use butter when we had l o t s  of butter. But we  
use lard mostly now. 

ENl OF SIDE ONE 

Qo Da you have any idea abmt how much of everything you put in? 

A. No, but I generally for  a batch of biscuits  l i ke  we made, it makes 
about ten o r  a dozen. I use about two cups of flour and about two 
heaping tablespoons of baking powder and then I just  put i n  a lwnp of 
lard Bnd I work that  a l l  up together and then, of course,we don't Mve 
sour mflk anymore, I use water and dry ml&. 

Q, Do you use a l o t  of dry milk? 

A. Well, consider#le. I just  take the dry milk and mlx it h the 
flour and that saves you a messing up something t o  m i x  it up with water, 
thatts just  as good, the milk is  in there, you know. Just  make the dough 
until it gets ldnd of, well you just  have t o  learn? the right consistency, 
t o  work right,  you know. If you get it too dry, Why it makes the biscuits  
haxd. 

Q. T e l l  me about when you used t o  butcher. 

A. Oh, that was a great day at our house. Our uncle would c m  over 
usually and help with the butchering and they'd butcher about two or 
three hogs. 

Qo Where did your c l e  l ive? i 
A. Well, he l ived bbout three quarters of a mLle south of us. He was 
Dad's brother ard theytd go back and forth when they butchered. 

Q. Did his whole famLly cane when they butchered? 

A. No they didn't, he jus t  generally come when they butchered. Then 
Man would cook the lard, they cooked it out back. We had blg stove 
pots that we put on the stove, cast iron pots. Scane people used the 
big butcher- ke t t les  but we made it in  that. Dad and Mom would cut the 
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lard up, you how, $he leaf lard, they c a l l  it, it's just solid lard. 

Q, Where is  that? i 
A. Well, i t 's a m  d the Iddney. And they'd take anl cut that up in small 
pieces ard then t h  Id put a l i t t le  b i t  of water in the pot t o  keep 1% 
h stlckLng whm t started. Then they'd put it i n  [the pot] arad L t  
just melts k k d  of. And then they'd watch the cracklbgs until they 1 got the right stage, of browning and you had t o  get it cooked enough or 
your lard wouldntt keep god .  If you got it cooked too much i t ' d  be 
scorched. A d  then the sausage pinding, when we was children, was a great 
tWng for  us t o  watch. We had a sausage grinder ard it had knives In there 
and the folks, they mde us stay out of the m y  when they ground the 
sausage, we liked t o  see them grm It. They had the meat cut up i n  
chunks and they'd put it i n  there. we'd get under the table t o  see 
the sausage come out when they's g r b d i n g  it. 

Q. What dld they use t o  stuff the sausage in? 

A. Well they didn't stuff it. They'd make it and put it i n  a big jar. 

Q. What did they season it with? 

A. Salt and pepper ard sage. And then they'd f r y  a l i t t le  cake of it t o  
see i f  they had T t r i g h t  and if it needed anything else  they'd put It in. 
They didn't leave it that  way  very long un t i l  they'd take it out and. make 
it in cakes and then they'd put it Fn a jw. 

Q. Do you mean one! of those stone crocks? 

A. Yes. And they would put the grease that  had cooked out of it i n  
there aYld they'd put it a11 over the top of it a d  then when they'd take 
it out they'd save that grease. Why that  makes awful good gavy. Sausage 
gravy. They'd have a good deal of that. And we never canned it then, now 
they can it. 

Q. How did you do it after your parents were gone? 

A. W e l l  we didn't butcher af te r  they1s gone. 

Q. Did you ever make sausage? 

A. No, but of when you buy sausage you have t o  season it you 
know, it's just  mat. You can get it seasoned but mst of 
it [is] just a That l s the way I do it, I put salt and pepper 
and sage and and see i f  I've got it right.  

Q. Oh, I see, I didn't do that. I always assumed it was already seasoned. 
Do you mnaiber how they cured the hams and al l  of that? 

A, Yes, they didn't do it l ike  they do now. They bought barrel  salt, ard 
It was course salt ard it was especially good fo r  meat. They'd take a box 
and put some salt In there md they'd lay the hams shoulders and 
sides, just put salt all between them. Then they leave them a certain 



length of t h e ,  I don't know how long. And then it depended on the 
weather, i f  it oo cold, why it dldnf t  take the salt so fast, ard 
then they took took the b i g  old butchering ke t t l e  ard f i l l e d  
it up vslth water a fire under f t  a& they put them there hot 
red peppers i n  it en theyTd take them there pieces of meat ard 

here, you k m w ,  t o  take the salt off. Then 
ed t o  klsld of keep them things that want t o  

And then theyTd f a string i n  it aml put it in a tall sack and they'd 
hang it up. S a t  9 es they'd put it i n  a sack. Well, I don't guess 
they'd put it In the sack un t i l  after it was smoked. They'd hang it up 
in the mkehouse +d they had hickory wood t o  smke it with. They 
just  wanted It t o  but they didn't want it t o  blaze, khd of hard t o  
keep a fire just  . If it got t o  blazing too mch  they'd put a 
l i t t l e  ashes on f course it made heat too but the meat was hanging 
way up high. would just  get thick in the smokehouse. And then 
when it got 'd put It i n  sacks ad then they'd jus t  hang it up 
and when the they'd just  go aud get it. 

Q. That ham sure is good isn't it? 

A. Yes. That t s what A r t &  says. He says, "You can't hardly buy the 
cured meat. If you do it don't t a s te  l i ke  it used t ~ . "  

Q, Did she used t o  bake hams a lo t?  

A. Yes, and she u q d  t o  boi l  them sometlnses. She boiled it more. O f  
course she didn't boll a whole ham. The hogs we butchered, you 
couldn't of got it on the stove. She'd cut off a piece. Arad she'd 
bo i l  it and then that  rmde awfil good broth and then she'd take some 
of tha t  and she'd mt a l o t  of biscuits  i n  it. And we liked that.  

Q. Wt else  did *e do with the broth fkam the ham? 

A. She had too much and she'd s e t  it back, the p e a s e  would come t o  
the top when it got cold and sheTd take tha t  off and put it i n  the 
skillet and put it i n  the oven and heat it, then the water tha t  was i n  
It would fry out. 

Q. I see. That *s good gravy doesnT t it? 

A. Oh yes. And G m  used t o  c a l l  the broth meat liquor. It was 
just  jelly you know* Oh, I just  love t o  get tha t  and eat it. 

Q, Yes, that 's  rea l ly  good. Let's see now, te l l  me about your 
quil t ing and sewing. 

A. Well, Mom did our sewing un t i l  we got b i g  enough t o  do our own. 

Q. She taught you how? 

A, Yes, she tawt us how. Well, of course years went by, and you 
just  take things up you how. We got so . . . I never bought no patterns. 



I'd see a picture and I'd cut my own pattern, 1 can't do it now. We 
always did sewing and oh, I &Lwa~s did like t o  make quil ts  and I l ike 
it yet. 

Q, What do you use on the inside of your quiks? 
(Interruption by s a o n e  leaving ma-d 

Q. Did you mke like one qui l t  every whter  or what did you do? 

A. Oh no, wets arunnhg two or three of them at the same time. Kind 
of sorted your, scraps that  way. 

Q, Did you use a quilting f'rame? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Did you s e l l  your quilting frame a t  your sale? 

A. No, I guess it 's around sanewhere, if I can find it. O f  course 
I don't guess we'll ever quil t  anymore. 

A. Well, we don't need the quil ts  for one thing and then for another 
thing we can't see. 

Q. Yes, so it would be hard for  you. 

A. Yes, ard our hands has got so . . . we've had arthritis. I 'd 
just l ike  t o  see if I could qui l t  sametlme but I never w i l l  I guess. 

Q, Well, you could probably do a l i t t l e  at a t a e  because now your 
lights are better in here than they were out there [on the farm]. So 
you could pmbably qui l t  for a half an hour and then rest ardi. then go 
back and do it again. You could qui l t  and sell thm. 

A. Yes, they sell a lo t  better 2f they are quilted, they're worth a l o t  
more. 

Q. Where dfd you learn a l l  of your patterns? 

A. Oh, we just made them up. O f  course we used to  rrake them just 
plaln. They used t o  make just the slanting, that 's  the easiest way 
to  quil t ,  the line. And then we quilted then in checks d 
d i m n d s  and and different tm but of course it 's 
more them some ways than it is others. 

Q. What do you put i n  the middle, in between? 

A, Well, we put cotton, but they don't use cotton now. I don't how 
what they ca l l  it. They've got some special klnd of stuff they use. 

Q. I wondered because your qui l ts  are very nice and light. 
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A. Yes. And then of course we used t o  make comfort;s and tack them. 

Q. How many do yo have l e f t ?  "1 
A. I dontt know, td been worried about same of the qui l ts  but then we 
found them. We've t four qui l ts  we've never used. Then we got sane 
real  ancient ones, m e  r ea l  old ones, of course they wouldn't last 
no t b e .  Therevs k e that ts our great~aradmothert s. But It wouldn't last 
anytime, she used if,, 

Q. Did you wer do any tatting? 

A, Yes. We used t o  tat and sell our tattimg. We used t o  mke handker- 
ch%efs ad s e l l  them. We'd p u l l  threads in them and color threads and 
mke tatt3.r-g ard make a l i t t l e  design in the comer. 

Q, I love tatting, I want t o  leam t o  tat. You don't do that anymore? 

A. No, we haventt done that for  a long time. 

Q. TMnk you could teach me t o  do that? 

A, 1 dontt know whether I could or not. 

Q. You use a shuttle don't you? 

A. Yes. When we learned t o  tat we didnrt know what was the matter with 
It, wetd rrake the ring ard i tvd come out all right and then we'd rrake 
the next one ard i t 'd  be away over about that far. Come t o  find out wets 
apulllng the tkead the wrong way. We couldn't f-e out what was the mt- 
ter a d  we showed somebody and theytd say, Well it was a l l  right," and 
then they finally saw how it was. But we used t o  make a lo t  of ta t t ing 
and cmchet. 

Q. Does Lulu l ike  t o  do that too? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But she's not doing of that now? 

time. A. No, not for  a. long 

Q. did you quit? 

A. Well, we just didn 
then M a n ,  she wed 

Q* Now I want t o  talk 
way of socializing? 

l t  have t h e .  You see there was three men there 
t o  do a l o t  after she got older. 

about your social life. What did you do Ln the 

A. Nae mch of anything. 

Q. You didn't. You went t o  church? 
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A. Yes, we went t o  chrch a i d  Christian Meavor and then we went . . . 
Q. W a i t ,  what is his Chrlstllan Erdeavor? 1 
A, Well, it kfnd f, sort of, took the place of Sunday school but it 
wasn't m e  that. lThey'd have a leader ard they'd have a toplo and differ- 
ent ones . . . 
Q. Would that be after chrch? 

A. That was before church Sunday night. 

Q, Oh, I see. You went to  chuwlch a t  night? 

A. We'd go twice a day. Then. But, of course they got so they didn't 
have church at night, And then we got so we didn't go out a t  night too, 
Walking was too far. 

Q, 1'11 bet that was nice though, especially i n  the s m e r t h e ,  to  walk 
t o  church Ln the everring ard then walk home a t  night. 

A, Yes. We wcenldn't eat supper unt i l  we got home S d a y  night. 

Q. I'll bet that was nice. That would be a nice walk, through the 
country a t  night. 

A. Making the t r i p  twice a day, about five miles round trip,  twice. 
But we'd rest i n  tk aftermoon, S-y afternoon. 

Q. D i d  your mothw go? 

Q, Did she go to  church when you were l i t t l e ?  

A. Yes. Of course E t t l e  children don't how much about, only w h a t  
they see, d we'd sit there arid swing our feet and look a t  people, you 
know. I ranarher we had some hats, of wide &ts, they called them leg- 
ham hats. They was ldnd of soft like straw and we wasn't big enough 
to see over the bacv of the seat and we'd have to  sit over like tMs to  
keep &om mshing hats. (laughter) 

Q. Did you grand ents go to  church with you? + 
A. Well, yes. FZlrther back. O f  course they got so they wasn't able 
to  go very mch. Eht G m r d m a  used t o  go a good deal but she got so 
she couLdnk hear and couldnr t see very g o d  and it got so it wasn't very 
good for her to  go. 

Q. How old were you when your mother died? 

A. Well, she died i n  1949. 

Q. What year were you born? 
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A. 1894, 1894. 

Q. What was the q t t e r  with your mother? 

A. Well she had hear% trouble and neuritis.  

Q. What yew did yaur father die? 

A, He died h 1940, He wasn't but 65 when he died, 

Q, What was m n g  with m? 
A, Well he had hardening of the l ive r  & then he got so he couldn't 
ha+rdly breathe, he jus t  finally . . . Eut he worked awf'ul hard. 

Q. D i d  he? 

A. Yes, and he took a l o t  of exposure. 

Q, Did you have the doctor out very much? 

A. NO. We was a pretty healthy family. 

Q. So you doctored yourselves. What did you use for medicines then? 

A. Well, fo r  cough medic- we got wild cherry bark, made t e a  out 
of it ard put sugar in it o r  horehound tea. And then we had petroleum jelly, 
a form of vase*, and we'd swallow some of tha t  f o r  a sore throat. 

Q. What did you uae fo r  a cold? 

A. Well, that's wwt we us& for  colds. And then Mom would put 
turpentine a d  stu* on our chests and a flannel rag. That'd kill 
or cure you, one, $ guess. Them fumes cane up your nose, that turpentbe.  
(laughter 1 

Q. Can you thlnk of anything e l se  t&t you used i n  the way of home 
remedies? 

A, Well, sowtimes when w e  got Erd of a bad cut MomMom'd put sugar 
on it t o  stop the blood. Ard we never did do it but they say hornets nest 
is good. 

Q. What? 

A. Hornets nest. It's made out of stuff.  Did you ever see a hornet's 
nest? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, it*& Just kind of l i ke  paper you know. They scratch up that  
stuff off of lichen frcun posts an3 rails an3 things, then they make same 
kind of a glue, I guess, t o  make it s t ick  together and they say tha t ' s  
good t o  put on it. 



Q. Sanebody once told me, g;rasshopper spit .  (laughter) And then 
another one was acco juice ard also a cobweb, Did you ever hear 
of that? cobwebs mound the wound, Sanebody told me that once. 

get sick very much? 

A. No. We was a l w s  W of delicate but we just didn't get sick 
very much, Only when we had same Mrd of a disease l ike  measles and 

' 

whooping cough, 

Q. How did your 12fe change af'ter your mother died? 

A. Well, of cowlse we took over quite a bi t ;  she got so she wasntt 
able t o  do so much, We just kind of went ahead l ike  we had been 
doing, We didn't ahange very much only we just had more t o  do. 

Q. Did anybody, any one member of the family sort of take her place? 

A, No. We just  kind of filled i n  someway, I don't know how. 

Q. When there is a decision t o  be mde how did you go about t; Lt?  

A. Well, we just went together t o  see what each one thought. We didn't 
always see thln@;s alike but we w e e d  on somet-, you know. 

Qo Did you thinlr tfhat af te r  your mother died you might move t o  town? 
I 

A. No not then. CIf course we's able $0 work and a11 then. Wevs 
used t o  country l i f e  and we had the farm so that was just the thing t o  do, 
t o  go ahead. 

Q. And you l i k d  it out there? 

A, Yes. 

Q. When ou were unger did you think about leaving borne? Did you & high sc 01 or when did you quit school? go thm c 
A. We quit out of phe eighth grade. 

Md you want then? 

A, Yes, Why my older brother went t o  high school and of course T saw 
his books and there wasn't not- that interested me. (laughter) And 
then besides, I didn't l lke  the teacher. And then I just wanted t o  just 
start u*, you how. 

Q. DM you ever tW about leaving h m ,  when you gbls  were younger? 

A, We used t o  work some, around in people's homes. PQ s i s te r  did 
more than T did. T didn't very much. We always t r ied  t o  one of us 
be $ h e  wlth lbm all  the time. So she wouldn't have the whole 
burden by herself. And we worked i n  the fleld. We just got out and 
pitched hay ard we went t o  the timber and helped saw the trees down 
and we worked at the power saw, sawing up the wood wlth Arthur, a f te r  
Dad died. 
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Q. You had a power; saw? 

A. We had a power aw, a cmss cut, one of them big round onestyou know. b 
Qo Was it run wLthi electr ici ty? 

A. No, we had a gaploline engine. Well, Arthur would what they call 
feedrtng the saw, And him and Lulu carried the wood and T did what they 
c a l l  the off bewing. I stood up there and when it was sawed off T1d 
throw it back, you how. 

Q, How old was your older brother when he left home? 

A. Well, I wess about nlneteen o r  so. He got t o  worldrg in garages and 
he was interested in machine work. 

Q. And so he never came back hme t o  live? 

A. Well, he cane back and boarded at home some. And then they had 
two garages up here in Donnellson, he'd work at one and then held 
work at the other, Wchever one gave him the most money. And then 
a f t e r  he was i n  the service he went out t o  Nebraska and worked out there 
ZQT a threshing machine, where they sold threshing mchivles and then 
when he come back he started U s  own bushess. He f i r s t  s tar ted In 
the w a g e  and then he got a machine shop d then of course, he 
worked at the lathe and things l i ke  that ,  you know. 

Q, Was that here i n  Donnellson? 

A. Yes, that  l i t t l e  shop down there by the town hall. Well, he had 
a bigger one there and I t  bwnt. He l o s t  everything he had and he had 
t o  st& al l  over. 

Q. Well ddid you and Lulu have boy friends? 

Q. You never did? Now how did you manage not t o  do that? 

A, No, because we never seen nobody that  ever tried t o  walk up t o  us. 
We ei ther  knew them or  d5dntt know them, one. And wets going t o  be 
p&icular. We didn't want t o  start l;unn2ng with sombody that  we'd be 
ashamed of. I wanted scmbody I could look away up to. (laughter) 

Q. And he never caw along, huh? 

A. NO. (laughter) 

Q, Well, I thlnk i t l s  really n ice  the ldnd of home that sol J have. And 
itrs so d c e  the way all of @u get along so fdcew, YOU- seem real ly 
~ P P Y  

A. Our older brother got m 1 e d  when he was 46, 
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Q. How did that work out? 

A. Fine. He was s b n  years older than his wlfe and he lived seven 
years a f t e r  she dl+. 

Q. What about Ar t - ,  did he ever have any g i r l  *lends? 

A. No. 

Q. WoUd your parents have minded i f  you had? 

A. No, I dontt think. O f  course they always told us t o  be careful 
what we did. If i t ' d  been satisfactory with us It would have been a l l  
right. 

Q. I wanted t o  ask you also, did you have a Watkhs man? 

A, A Watldns man? 

Q, Yes, tha t t s  a mzul that  conses around and se l l s  . . . 
A. Yes. 

Q. Did you buy things from him? 

A. Sonze* 

Q. W a s  there anythhg In particular that you liked that he sold? 

A, Well, we got extracts mostly f'rom him. I l%ed them. 

Q. Any other kinds of salesmen that  came around that  you used t o  buy rylom? 

A. Well, they was a McConnon and the Raleigh arrd Heberling. 

Q. Did you buy f m n  them too? 

A. We never did b much stuff frm them, mostly extracts. 

Q. When you c m  t town did you rfde a horse t o  town or  how dLd you get 
t o  town? 

A. Well, we used t c m  with a wagon, and we had a surrey at one time. 

A, We walked. 

1 
Q. mt, later, af'ter your parents died how did you get t o  town? 

Q. How did you get your groceries home? 

A. Carried them. Carried our eggs up here. 

Q. Why didn't you cane with horses? 


