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PREFACE 

This @ ~ ~ w i p t  is the of tape recorded interviews by Elizabeth 
Canter%.llr3t for the Oral History Office during the Fall  of 1973. Eliza- 
beth 'C$lih&f~my trarwcribed, audited, and edited the transcript,  and 
Walter CuJver m%kwed it. 

MaLter Wver is a:9Q#@w&ld farmer who was born i n  the Indhn Point 
area n w  Athem in 1887, and has spent a l l  his life there. His present 
horn, W&& he and h i s  wife, Fmces, sti l l  mintain,  was bui l t  55 years 
ago for MB brtde. Mr. m v e r  attended the University of Illinois af te r  
the turn of the centwy, md then returned t o  the farm t o  be& his  agwrl- 
b u s b a s .  His rich mem~fles bring ta  life days gone by on Central I l l inois  
farm$ Etard, keep W3e reader captivated Wulowut  this mrnlr, 

Readers qf' thia oral history memnir should bear i n  mi.nd that it is a 
t w c r l p t  of the spoken wo*, and that the interviewer, m a t o r ,  and 
ed2bd3r sought t o  presemre the inform1 convematlonal style that is.:in- 
herent-%n such historical  sowces. San@;amon State Urdvemity I s  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the; msmoir, nor for  the views 
expm8~d therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

%he maratscript m y  be read, quoted, and cited h.eely. It my not be 
repmdwed i n  whole or  in part  by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without g e ~ s s i o n  i n  writing kvan the Oral Hfstory Office, Sa3lgamon 
State Wverslty , Sp~irgf ie ld ,  Illinof s , 62798 



Moving to another farm 

Establishing a new farm 

W@ter work versus s~~rmer work 



Walter Culwr , October, 1973, Athens, Illinois. 
Elfzabeth Canterbury, Lntemriewer. 

Q. NOW b t t s  start hewing a l i t t l e  bf t  about yowl l i f e  frm the tm 
you wpi$ Mrn hem in Pknard County. 

A. I born i n  &nard County about s i x  mLles northeast of Athens, 
IUboSls on May 10, 1887, The farr9ly was 5bth.e~ and -Wther; James 
Culver and Iam Culver--1ona Johnson CZIlmln. %re were seven children 
Zn our family. I had two brothers an8 faw sisters. When I Brst 
startea school, I dontt redly m w e r  the flmt day, but I know when 
I ww yowger dam there and I flmt w e n t  ta school. I& first teacher 
was I'$Ly$ Nina May EIale flmn Athens. And I started 2y1 the sprlng. I 
w a s  jwt flw years old md I mnmber the bigger boys. I was very 
much plemed to play ball with one of the big  boys. They pitched the 
ba l l  baa and forth to  nut. I remrber th& very much. b@ older brother-- 
two years older than I-and I rode poniea t o  school, three rdles* And 
at I-LL&& after school i f  it w a s  redm we'd pt t o  stop at the cou& 
and stw a l l  night, which we liked very much. But one ni@t it started 
to rain when we started ftnm school and it stopped, but w e  stopped there 
anyhow and Father cam dawn and took us home. (la@s) It dimf t d n  
enough. C laughter ) So we went home that t h ~  . .-. 

?hen W ~ t h e  girls got to going-two of the @rls----ln~e g;ot a w a g o n ,  
We caZl$$d It a trap; two seated rig with no Wp and one horse. We 
drove and picked up our neiabor girl and went t o  school. So that 
was f hat. 

Q. was the schoolhouse llke? 

A. !@I@ school w m  a txm-mrn brick school. Indian Point School and 
had two ma-@. Had a lawer room, I think the lower room went t o  the 
sixth and the upper morn was the higher one, And when I first 
went t- I think there w e r e  only two hi& school grades, but finally 
they had row, grades. I didn't graduate from there, instead I went 
two yetara t o  hi@ school and. then I went to bwimss college. I tho@t 
that wqtdd do m m ~ r e  g o d  than mybe going on t o  school. 

&. Cq$,&d you go t o  bwiness college without graduating fMrn hi& school 
at tW t*? 

A. Yes. I went t o  co l l ep  about s i x  mW. I w e n t  t o  business college. 

Q. Wbm was that? And what was it like? 

A. S p ~ ~ i e l d  Business College. Then artezl that I went t o  U of I 
CrnrEvemiGy of IUwis]. 



$. c m e ~  &id you take at the busi.mas college then? 

Q, Wm, tbat &imctLy t m m  business sch@f? 

A .  Ymc 
3 

, Q. W-at w e d  you t o  decide t o  do *hat? 

A. We&&, on account I had to take Ehglish along w l t h  that on accaunt of, 
well, $- mpwe nly age, I ~ a #  only about sevmteen and I went two years 
them &$ti then I cam haw on the f m  and helped there. I rmmbe.r 
@iq $& &&ml d m  hem. &;randf'ather Uved between hem and the 
nail-> 'm whim we cazru3 f2-m school we'd come by and get o w  mail, 
&a&, $&&ae a week. 

$. Brrwf-far w a s  it that he walbd.to Athem? 

A. Wt a wq& of miles, It mast have been about three or four rnlles. 
' we1 d c& ac1?Q8s the f l h ld ,  had a path shawed where you went. (laughs ) 

8. U d  (a Lot of the fa~*oa roen do that at; that time? Md a lot of the 
- .f$;mt f@n .go &to Athem Ear their mail? 

a, Ym. 

Q. Wa aqy delivery service then? 

A. No, &mre wtasn't then. 

Q. men y w  a m  back t o  the farm krom the .ufiverrsLty of ~lll inois.  NOW 
) 3e-b *B armd .t&l a Uttle b2t about this eomnunity of Indian Point. 

hW Si?m%~lEdl s g e W  rsi@flcance. Bll m all you can about Indian 
P&t,* /w. it @3 gts name. 

A- W@Q, 1 don't know. ARer I was out of a&ml I ww put on the school 



board I sewed seveml yeam on that. Then dcrwn here at the church 
I w w  cm the , b W  of trustees in the c b m  about M f i y  yeam. Then 
that '8 idp* they chpqp3 it to having jwt oarta3.n years and after 
that m$-,b&@r died: He w a ~  'an elder, and SO they put r~ as elder 
In US p&08. I O ~ W ~ H X I  an eldm awld still am ord&md an elder 
but I: c&xi't sepw nm. 

\ 

q0 mu E@OU.~ man F'oiflt that you attended. 

A. Wen, the building there now w a s  bu i l t  In 1862 and the fellowship 
ha3.1 wad built In 1960. When I f imt went t&m we had Sunday school 
clwsag:i&m 932 dffemnt parts of the c h W  and had an upstaim 
bal- '&%if3 lx@ haks amarxpd up there fw our entor*t;-t;. We had 
the $%@j#x e&w& day progmm there and people w ~ u l d  cur@ and fill the 
q 1 2 W h 9  Upst~ , t$w.  But &sr that when the3 Sunday school got 

' Urger, %&y, 'dPay took out the seats upsMm and wed that as o m  of 
the SundEyr school r0cm-B. 

had EL ChUTdl choir there and I tried t o  help sing i n  that. 
6a.y &&t we'd have choir practice down here at Young% horn 
&t.Wg-M%. Will Young-was the 1mdm. The choir would give 

mnwm @ T V ~  I anthen every Sunday. 

B4 AbW brrw ~ l d  w w e  ynu when you ~tarted takhg active part in the 
csh-2 

s I j a d d  the church when I was about fourteen or fifteen, 
there wars three o r  four boys that gained at 

I I 8. A&&x you cam back Sram the Unlvemity and went t o  tahe farm te l l  us 
vlftaat .f"m'z&L2'e was like at the t b  and what  YQU hiad l e m d  t a  help. 

Q Ywr 
i .  

A. Yw, ZhPn ~ c r  good y a l d  of corn w; &out thirty-five or forty 
bwheb. ,w @$ to us- fertilizer now and la& year our corm w a s  150 
bahXac 

8. Hew: SJ& Ww ~ Q W  horn farm? 



A. he %itzed the land, quite a b i t  of it, and that helped pret ty  
w&. 



A. No, m y  were the saw size. Big old heavy thing. But we had t o  
km@. t&$s t w a @  wand $0 hold the tires an. 

Q. lWq@ would you go m your bike? 

A .  He a t+ le  and ~JXCIXI both. And he gpnerally fed about two loads 
of cECtbh a yew. Used to fwd them ear cam, had box@s, feed boxes 
and ha 6qooped the corn b t o  the box and we" go along and break the 
corn mi  the^ aide of the boxes. ( l a w )  



A. No, I don't r*7emember Just then, but I krzaw vhen I ww ham there 
when gcju had to buy and butcher hog3 and had to pay eight center a pound 
f ~ r  And you tb&t that w a s  an awfur pdce then. 

A. Y e a t ,  %hen we'd be .@&A when the dinner came because w e  always had a 
(lw#=) 

% Q. Kcatdl eat pmt of the hog for dinner? 

A. s, but; when we wok;s!d the lmd we'd g@t a piece of tenderloin 
to pu,&%here and cook: i$ &we'd theneat it. ( l a w )  

f Q* @bout the crack-* 
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A* YOU got the j&ce out of it. 

A. Ww@ a awsagt? grhdw and put it in a big tub then I believe they'd 
aalt, i-b 'and stir it all up and get it mixed up. 

8. HtW Wkd ? w m  We had a smo4ceh~s, what we called a srrdcehouse, 
a d  tMg'd WWrn up in the s&ehousc4 And we'd have Mckoxy wood to 
"<bum lneEaCjz 



A. YeaB, well, there wem poles across that they hung f ' ran md they 
had a Qat old piece of a stove on the floor and the hags were that 
far me snake. 

Q. fie ypu snrake the hima and shoulders for all of thme eight h o p  
at $W? 

A. Ye@. Andwe'd jp andhelp the neighbors. 



Q* m ~QIJ $hk-& that fwmingwas as dangpxqaa at that time as we 
C O Y ~ S ~  it nw, @th @,A the mELcWnery? . i* I 

Q. W&& do you thhk w e d  mst of the acddenta, farm accidents? 

A, We& I $hbk the picker w a s  one thing. F U l  [stalks] out of 
the co* picker, get the* hand ca@t in 2% , 

Q. d~ you think cawed mxlt of tbe aecimts when you were threshing? 

A, X think, well, I donlt know, Sawbirms a pemon, a fellow, 
wp~Ld "M up on the s e p a t o r  and the chaln that draw the grain up to 

, the spc&, samtimes a loose jacket would @t c a w t  5x1 there in the 
ur2xne2 $$&$ WE@ mmlng wmd and k w c  it aff. 

8. :pya see any actuaL f?mn accident& 

A. NOxA 1 mwr tlZd then, 

Q. W a s z M m t  s w  tlrne OP recently d w b g  the corn picking machine? 

Q, &id We felEm had w&&ed to get help? 

A. He Wdked h c q ~  #ere and I don't how who took him to the doctor, 
but h&99;. &till faYrrbng. J m  took his  hpxl off them and cane ri&t along. 

Q. that &tw corn pickem back sorne years, doesn't It? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How y ~ u  W they started wing corn pickers? 



, A. early m picker just  to& whole em ~ff. NQW they 
pi& and ahel l  tb right 1 n the flagI .wd haul tihe &&led 
corn 1eWoyl.. Mfore, t;he elevatoA aWlled bhe corn. Tney 

. h a  a q x k i  sheUerl &ti maw they just haur; ttm g r b  in. 

. Q. %I mnt a m  winter mths picking over the seed for the apring. 
Ww mdpf~uld t .  you have to get ready then? 

A. ,WO horse planter and had t o  drop tt [corn] so we could plow it 
~110&6wap,_ W et wire strung across the field and a fork on the planter 
and m.w$tm on the wire so far apart. 221e b u t t m  would p throw 
M s  f~&~*imd bfing the fork: back and that w ~ X d  open Ewd let the corn 
Brop a, And whatever c a n s  out, why, % t l s ,  going to be. When you get 
.$a 43~3 w t q ,  YOU pull the t h h g  down b&xhd the planter and then the 
Crosg waa&d be about Wle! sam. So we could plm it cmsuiay~. 
We g%@d I S  Smt m~ ww and then you'd crossways and then plow it . lhkewr you called that--laid by t!ae corn. Kind 

k~ kh@ sprl,ng and s m ~  would you have fa p lm the 

I A. lw!+, it ti11 it got up so it wouldn' t break off when wet d 
pZw %i;,*l Mmt p l m d ,  we plow& with walking plow, cultivators. 



Q. .N& 4&& mmt that you had quite a -up of horses on your f%mn. 

, yau had, I don't know, twelve OF fourteen homaa around. 
-< > 

Q. ~sh m~~thing about the homes. 

:n. wP.. . . 

A, F ~ & b y  mar. We had the old horse we @?OW to school ChXlQ. Fat 
old ye&&= home, That w a s  the time when Wtoscmbiles fimt came and 
she $Lays afraid of them.  They'd ham to get out, w e l l ,  they 'd 
st* a&$ hold her while tb car went by. (l&ter) 

of horses were the w e  harms? 

Q. rWnd o f  a wagon? 
1 

"you WQI.%LB do when yau s p n t  the time i n  Springfield. 
q A k  spend and what urauld you do? 



Q. Wha% Wyld of Ulhgs did they buy? Do you know? 

Q. Hw Long we= you on the farm w i t h  your family when you oane back 
frm tb wliwmS;ty? 

@we and altogether. 

Q. w,d;.w house U e ?  
a .  

A. P$$Ll;fi rmrra h w e  + I guess. Iha&3@ lsad b u i l t  it. The house where 
I was Qm w. GUY six rooms to start w3bt.h iand two story and a hallway, 
AS the';f&@;~3* grw they put; on another p-6, two roam, then ~t &en 
and P rcxlan. Hired @lls room trp above the kitchen. 

Q. Howdid - you mave to W s  other place? 



Q. So ,xcw moved to another home but you still famed all  the land. 

Q. 5!Mn how rmach Zand wem you famhg? 

Q. W e e m  you responsible mostAy for the corm at that the too? 



A;. 

,'.A 

you're going to tell us n c w ~  &QL& you and Fbwces establish- 
T a m  what it w a s  like for f a  hwbmd and what his 
ie$ were: rYba3 fifty yeam now. 

A. kJhh 1 w a e  ham Wm anr9 began helping around the f q  l: still 
wed o b&JkLng plw met@ ip  a while-two homes blo it. Then we got 
a I A u w  & m e  ~ & & g  p&w. I: forget what they call it now but q h m  

I it . h 3 .  Later on we gob a four home gang plow with 
two gI& on it. 'b I thm$&t that t m d  bhe dirt very fast. 

A. W&l, I dm% know, I dfdn't do m& v d t h  the walklngplav of course. 
B o p  rqy time but that was ,  ch, I dnn't rwnerber just huv mxw 
it to& rrre qui te a while to get it all plowed just with a . Qf came I had two or three plows and away@ bad two rn 

t o  help. The fertilizer didrPt begin mGi1 I was married 
awr here several years after that and then the plant wasn't 

xur-&& here then. 

Q* b h @ ~  did you pt your fertilizer? 

- A. down hem on W m  Hopwood's place. They &xed it d m  there. 

Q* d;ld yau @t it when you f'irslt started fer t i l iz ing?  %re place? 

A, Y-, &am place. Got al l  of it r ight dOm there. 

Q. d ?%%$ the& lime that you used? 

A. Ye$, Um and then they had l iquid fe r t i l i zer  too. 





A. piece wm eeveaby acres hem swd tlhsYl that ran into q y  aunt 's 
fa~lnz.m* t o  here. 

Q. Eflx>w was that? 

A. A W,t.t;le betteP than sixty acres. 

Q. ldld you still help farm that  six%y wms? 

A. N9, d &LC@% kelp faxxi that, I just f k m d  over here. And that 
twen$y e up Wre, sa it made about, oh, one hundred f l f t y  acres 
or 8% 

Q. ma W t ~ m i d e r e d  emugh land t o  pmvlde a good UvTng for a farm 
, t?aay at that tim? 

: A .  Well it wa~s  at that time 1 think, yes. 

A. Waft do you man w d ?  

Q. b mu t h U  that one hundred f i f t y  acres can support a famn family 
"rn? - 

-4, Ohria, I ck>ntt be;U@ve it could ha&&. The way the mzl&Itnery I s  
1 ̂ rStnd eviWyWaing-expe13~ies. 

Q. F q Y & b  how it's chmjpd. 

A. T m 8  have p t t e n  80 high and fertilber and seed and everything, 
ao that w t s  up quite a b i t .  And there's transit. 

I Q, W e soire of the changes you haw awn in farming practices? 
L e t %  &p back to when you started, You were tdklng about working the 
hornas, a1 ri&t then, when did you g ~ t  y w  fXmt tractor, and haw did 
that ohang$ y O w  farming pmctices? 

A. I t i~; , t"~ wt tractor when I was three or fowl yeam over here. 
I mt sa;' m - :wmt la  tractor and had r ~ s  cultivator on it. You 
a u l d  P3,W @q;,m with it and also had a Wce where you could hitch 
a phW M : j t $ ;  q&d you cwld pull and w"t; inpde quits a difference. 
Zhern I had gr$&$ @m Fa;rd. Ilad two plow -on it right under the t ractor 
and #& *.Wl Then you could use tmctor and you didn't need 
homes. 

I 

c m  t$n@ t o  hamest the corn, you st i l l  harvested by 

\ 
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.A. Had a wag@,  two horn68 md had on am si* of the wagon had what 
I was c ~ M  a b- boasd. It would p along the wapm. The e m  h i t  
a@mi$ b u q ~  board and they'd fall into the w e n .  

A h U n M  bushel picker a day, was very @od md I thcx&t I 'd  try it. 
Cbae %h@ I wm ha&ling to the elevator out here so I thawt I'd try 

. it. f got out ewly,, hwped to it and in two days I did a hundred 
b w b b  s day by &t@. (la@m) Just fkmo dam fo dark putting it up. 

Q. &&$ $XI w U  along beside the wagon? 

I 

A. Y d  to h w t h  along and not waste 6x1~ time. Just grab ahold 
of 1% 4614~ up the husk azld jerk the e a r  out. 

Q. WWT$ %&mw scozlei2lhg that you wore m your hands that helped? 

A. It kl&ped on your flFngpm and had a e w e  out hem, hook-kind of a 
hook-+%# y w  ripped the shuck out with that and then t h m  it in. And 
then on ir& t h W  I had a axe tbwrb stall. A piece of w3re in the t h d .  



the s h u & ~  pag all the ti= fWm the beginning. Same kind . No, if you jwt tiid it by hand you just wore out yaw hand. 

.A, CI3 ,&$fv8 sw3, I h a S  nst~t, it? I've forgptben what they counted t o  the 
, mm ncroe:?. 

h~ .@id YOU dscid~ haw much mreagp to @laat in cam? 

let it dry a while and then rake it 
wfth the wagon, ~pr3s?g.vmgwI one 
, pitched the hay into the wagon. 
amhr and the rope would c a w  

it in the hay &nd on the other end of the 
pU2 up the hag, Ihey ' d holler when they 
dPlLTte the how down and get on the trW 
t iby w ~ t e d  it & the aide. .::3&2mibw 



Q. At axst you dtdnlt bale the hay? 

tt bale the hay. 

' m%.Mv%r: They cam at night so theyr d be at your home far 



O. stacbred I ~ Y E  stm. What did yov do with the wheat straw? 

9. .k kad Nstlern then, tm? 

4. W@I& $&m ,= -re Pncidmts like that of losing chickens or hogs 
* 'or, +&t&eii 

A. N& of o w  I&n!t Wink. I don't lolov of my mmd hem. 

A. We'@ ham to p out and scare them out. I 



. ,  
A. Wqxlfl.mve bo &p chaae up and we'd m3und t h e m  up and jpt them 
back WWe pen. 

Q. X% c&we &v' harm to the cattle wbn they got in the cam field? 

A. W & U  in the win$e&&tp we had hop. We kept thm over in w h a t  we 
ca lbd  W fwd %& aver there by the crib W of on a h i l l  and kind 
of a @&ley axqvmd &he side of it and we'd feed the hogs over there. 
Xtd 150 QWP them atnd sMll  out the corn to them. Sometimes it would 
be s n m ~  wm$her-I Id have to be fming the wind co- up 
the . .' . (l,lwA&Lble) 

Q. W&& ti#ue;ad you ,spb up in the in the w i n t e ~ ?  

A. C o ~ % ~ c ~ t W e  we @t up fairly e&r&y, We'd be out as scan as 
Y w  'd haw to do the ~~ and feed the homers and 
eat breakfast and then Utch up to @ out in the f i e l d  

by WAA@pt# q h w .  I d a f t  know what-tine. I irragZne five olclock 
anyhw up. 

* 
I 

€2. Haw $ong st day did you pick corn? 



Q W&Q. ape sene of the hobbies that you developed rii-~ng the years 
:.when pau h a  @a@ e*m *il?E!? 

A. Gwp & t$@ high school $bey had adat classes in woodworking 
rand I Wt o m  %hemr joined over there, and metde tables and this 
table, th& sf eptaBBw, coffee tables and several things. 

Q, Haw+h&ve yaw h&b$@k changed over the years? 



Q. Do you think that a farm family can be just as cosrmpotitztn as a 
tm frn;ly? 

A. Oh, I tW so. 

Q. It r s a W  W .you MVB. If you had t o  rs ta r t  a career over a@ 
woulld you have done It jmt like you did? 

A. CQ, I 3migim so, yes. Wouldn't do i e  asly different. 1 w a s  brou@t 
up on t&i fann and knew t@xmhg, about all. f; b w .  

Q. Wha% we a r e  of the changes that you thLnk have been most 
pronowwed in the m e r  of famsng over the y e m ?  

A. MI& do you man, an iropmvemnt? 

9. m** 
A. ~ei1, the corn picke*~h@lkr nav does may w i t h  a lot  of the corn 
haulbg &I ear% t o  the elevator. And then shell it over there, shell 

b & h e  f'ield. I think that is qdte  an improwmsnt. 

.&. Do mu thlvlk that the m n  i n  your day et a lot mre exercise? 

. Now, Walter, you1 ve tom us about famimg and such. Do you have 
sans %kbq@ you want t o  tell use about h o w  yowl ancestprs pioneered and 
settled izll this part of the country? 

A, MU, grandfather's f d k ~  cam fkmn KentucQ. If@ mther's folks 
cams wtp &I a covered w a g m  and they settled just about three rrdles f r o m  
here on other *side of the Indian Point church in 1821. W ~ E  was- 
what WE&> +$, foW)? 

ey had oxen I @.ws. Yes, they had oxen. 
cd a, well, thk W11Wmes cam before that, 

cam i n  abo* 1935, I t h U  it w a s .  They 
ver here. Gmdfather bought, the l a i d  f l v m  the govemnf  . 

mhe--antq&@rrs a m  bwied d m  here at 
one side;mo~ mother ls side, I have fowl 



Yea, At was c l a e  to creek and thher. Got close t o  
W y V  have log Bouses and I third$ Wey b u i l t  the 2Gg home 
dm% how h m  long they kept it, 

I 4). C@I yaq exp;La;In why th i s  particular c o d t y  was called Indian 
S Ponnt ? ' 

B. ma a a  YQW I I D ~ M ~ P ~ S  a d  ~ I ~ P ' S  ~EURLUW, both, fam famrdng 
bareem Xw dZ& of b h a  branch into o?her businesses? 

A. I GWtklt Eoxrw hcrw often he'd have t o  @. That's where he go$ it ground. 

$. !&#Pww the a l w s t  place to Indim P a t ?  
. " 

i.; 
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! 
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er had thxqe and two boys I gue~s, yes. Ch he w a s  . In tb mamiage he had a boy and a girl and the 
$3 after she WB & &p. Then he mmded the second t i m  and 

girls and m"b; 

Q. Wh& @bout yow mtWfp*s family? Hcrw big a f d l y  did they have? 

A. We& t b t  Mas her gmndnm. 

P. C. , fow%eerr? Don't you lmow the W i l l i a m  that came? 

F. C; me that caw, the flrst orme that cam had f~urbeen children. 

8. WW~ G h a t  yaw mother' s fmlly? 

F. a. 

&. Po Sfau mmWer that or w a s  that before you time? 

.A. Yea ,  kh@r?e wm@ wild deer around, too. ?here st111 is ance in a while 
dam in 44p tWer there, 


