
PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in te rv iew conduc- 
ted by J u d i t h  Haynes f o r  the Oral  His tory  Of f i ce  on January 1 4 ,  1981. 
The in t e rv i ew took p l ace  i n  t h e  n a r r a t o r s '  home. Cathy Caughlin 
t r ansc r ibed  the  t ape  and J u d i t h  Haynes e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Weldon Gerdes was born f i f t y  years  ago i n  Bath, I l l i n o i s  and h i s  son 
Gary w a s  twenty-one a t  the  time of the  in te rv iew.  Weldon and Gary 
Gerdes were two of  s e v e r a l  persons interviewed regard ing  l i f e  a long 
t h e  Sangamon River .  The Gerdes farm, l oca t ed  i n  r u r a l  Pe tersburg ,  
overlooks t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  has  been both a source  of aggravat ion and 
scen ic  beauty f o r  t h e  fa rmer ' s  family.  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  is n o t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, 
nor f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Weldon and Gary Gerdes, January 14 ,  1981, Pe tersburg ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Judy Haynes, In te rv iewer .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  be t a l k i n g  today wi th  M r .  Weldon Gerdes and Gary 
Gerdes, h i s  son, about l i v i n g  and farming along the  Sangamon River .  
M r .  Gerdes, how and when d id  you come t o  l i v e  near  t h e  Sangamon River? 

A. Oh, about f i f t y  yea r s  ago. Been on i t  a l l  my l i f e ,  p r a c t i c a l l y .  
O r  around it  anyway. 

Q. Were you born near  here? 

A .  No, I was born i n  Bath, I l l i n o i s  and t h a t  was on another  r i v e r .  

Q. So, have r i v e r s  come t o  mean anything t o  you? 

A. They've been very aggrava t ing ,  p a r t  of t h e  t ime. ( l augh te r )  

Q. Why is  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, when you make your l i v e l i h o o d  on t h e  r i v e r  which we  d id  
seve ra l  yea r s  ago t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  I mean when you ' re  farming along 
t h e  r i v e r  and we had mostly overflow ground, and when you l o s t  a  crop,  
i t  w a s  s o r t  of a  d i s a s t e r .  Not s o r t  o f ,  i t  w a s  a  d i s a s t e r  a time o r  
S O .  

Q. Did t h a t  happen f requent ly?  

A .  Oh, on t h e  Sangamon River ,  y o u ' l l  l o s e  one crop ou t  of about every 
f ive t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  p lan ted .  There ' s  only been one time i n  1959 
t h a t  we r e a l l y  had about a t o t a l  d i s a s t e r  of being wiped out  a s  f a r  
a s  t h e  f lood  i s  concerned. The r i v e r  come up so l a t e  and took our  
c rop ,  we d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  go back i n  and p l a n t  a  very p r o f i t a b l e  
crop.  

Q. But most yea r s  you can r e p l a n t  i t ?  

A .  Usually,  i f  t h e  r i v e r  goes down. 

Q. Have you used t h e  water from t h e  r i v e r  t o  i r r i g a t e  t h e  land?  

A .  No, never i r r i g a t e  wi th  i t .  

Q. You mentioned on t h e  phone, o r  someone had mentioned t o  me, t h a t  
you had b u i l t  a  dam on t h e  r i v e r .  

A. W e  leveed t h i s  farm a f e w  yea r s  ago. Not a  dam a s  such a s  you 
mean impounding water .  
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Q. The leveewas  t o  prevent  t h e  r i v e r  from g e t t i n g  on your cropland? 

A.  Bight .  

Q. H a s  t h a t  worked? 

A. P r e t t y  succes s fu l ly .  I mean, you c a n ' t  hold ou t  . . . . Any dam 
t h a t ' s  cons t ruc ted  o r  any l evee  t h a t ' s  cons t ruc ted  on t h e  Sangamon 
River bas in  i s  no t  cons t ruc ted  [ t o ]  withhold your g r e a t e r  r i v e r  f loods .  
I t ' s  b u i l t  p r imar i ly  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  smal le r  f l oods  t h a t  occur once 
every two o r  t h r e e  years .  But your l a r g e r  f l oods  t h a t  you ' re  going 
t o  have every t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty-five yea r s ,  you c a n ' t  hold 
them anyway. There 's  no way. 

Q. Have you seen any f loods  t h a t  were so  bad--you mentioned 1959-- 
have t h e r e  been any o t h e r s  t h a t  were so bad t h a t  you saw t h e  water  
coming up considerably on your land?  

A. Well, t h e  h ighes t  f lood  on record was 1943. And t h e  next  one t o  
t h a t  was 1926. I don ' t  remember 1926 but  I do 1943. And at  t h a t  time 
we were l i v i n g  near  Pe tersburg  and a  l o t  of t h e  c i t y  of Pe tersburg  
was under water .  I n  f a c t ,  you cou ldn ' t  g e t  i n  o r  ou t  of t h e  c i t y  of 
Pe tersburg  f o r  fou r  o r  f i v e  days.  

Q. But you weren ' t  farming on t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. My dad was and my grandad was, b u t  I wasn't  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. How d id  i t  a f f e c t  you? How d i d  t h a t  f looding  a f f e c t  you where 
you d id  l i v e ?  You say you cou ldn ' t  ge t  i n  and ou t  of Petersburg.  

A .  Well, b a s i c a l l y ,  i t  d i d n ' t  bo ther  our  farming ope ra t ion  where we 
l i v e d  a t  t h a t  time t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  because we had a  smal le r  amount 
of ground a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime was overflow ground. And t h a t  was 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  year .  In  f a c t ,  l e t ' s  s ee ,  t h a t  was i n  May and i t  d i d n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  bother  us  only prolonged g e t t i n g  the crop i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
year  i n  t h e  Sangamon River bottoms. 

Q. Do you th ink  i t  ever  c a r r i e s  w i th  i t  some f e r t i l e  s o i l ?  I ' m  
t h ink ing  of t h e  Ni l e  River ,  you know, they say they kind of depend 
on t h a t  annual f looding  before  they  p l a n t  c rops  on i t .  Do you th ink  
i t  eve r  he lps?  

A .  No, no t  on t h i s  r i v e r .  

Q .  Do you use t h e  r i v e r  f o r  any r e c r e a t i o n  purposes? 

A .  ( l augh te r )  I learned  t o  water s k i  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Real ly? 
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A.  Yes. Jumping over  l o g s  and a few th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  yea r s  
ago. 

Q. I would th ink  tha t  might be d i f f i c u l t .  A l o t  of people t e l l  me 
t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of t r e e s  and beaver dams i n  t h e  r i v e r .  How d i d  you 
manage t o  water  s k i ?  

A. Well, you l e a r n  f a s t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t .  ( l augh te r )  It 
is  d i f f i c u l t .  

Q. Y e s ,  1'11 b e t .  DO you use a speed boa t?  

A. No, t h e r e  was j u s t  a bunch of us .  I w a s  i n  Jaycee work a t  t h a t  
time, and one o r  two guys had a speed boat o r  a motor boat  and we 
went down t o  proceed t o  l e a r n  how t o  water  ski, and w e  d id .  

Q. What p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r  d id  you do t h i s ?  

A. Oh, i t  was i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

Q. Right i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

A .  Yes. 

Q. Is t h e  water  p r e t t y  deep down he re  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Now? 

Q. Yes. 

A. You wouldn't g e t  your knees w e t  i f  you walked ac ros s  i t .  

Q. Really? 

A .  It 's  awful ly low r i g h t  now, yes.  Has been f a r  t h e  l a s t  two yea r s .  
Our water  t a b l e  is  r e a l  low r i g h t  i n  t h i s  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
now. 

Q. What do you a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o ?  

A .  J u s t  no t  enough r a i n f a l l .  we've been down s i x  o r  seven inches  
on t o t a l  r a i n f a l l  through 1980 and probably t h a t  much i n  1979. 

Q. Do you th ink  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  perhaps an inc rease  i n  popula t ion  o r  
a drawing o f f  of t h e  water  i n  t h e  water  t a b l e  t h a t  has  reduced i t ?  

A. NO, t h a t ' s  j u s t  mother na tu re .  The weather flows i n  seven t o  t e n  
year  cyc les .  I f  you go back, t h e  t h i r t i e s  were dry yea r s ,  t h e  f o r t i e s  
were wet years ,  t h e  f i f t i e s  were dry yea r s ,  t h e  s i x t i e s  were wet yea r s ,  
t h e  s even t i e s  were dry years, and probably t h e  e i g h t i e s  w i l l  be  wet 
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years .  Weather runs i n  about t e n  year  cyc l e s ,  d ry  and wet. 

Q. Do you hope t h a t  i t  is a wet yea r?  

A.  Well, w e  need moisture.  I don ' t  l i k e  t o  see it  extremely wet 
bu t  we got  t o  g e t  t h e  ground recharged. We have t o  have moisture.  

Q. Apart from a  f lood ,  you'd l i k e  t o  s e e  some more water .  

A .  We don ' t  always g e t  i t  d i s t r i b u t e d  out  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Have you ever  f i shed  i n  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  Oh, yea r s  ago, a  few times. 1 ' m  no t  a  fisherman. 

Q. Swam i n  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  The r i v e r  used t o  be too  d i r t y  t o  s w i m  i n  because 
Decatur and o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  used i t  f o r  a  sewage system and s t i l l  
do, bu t  t h e  r i v e r  has  go t t en  c l eane r  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  t o  ten  years. 

Q. Why do you suppose i t ' s  go t t en  c l eane r?  

A.  Well, because I ' m  s u r e  t h e  EPA [Environmental P ro t ec t ion  Agency] 
has done some cracking  down and t h e  waste  is  not  dumped i n  i t  l i k e  
i t  used t o  be. The r i v e r  i s  a l o t  c l eane r  than  i t  used t o  be.  I n  
low t imes,  l i k e  t h e  r i v e r  i s  low now and i n  t h e  summertime, f i f t e e n  
o r  twenty years  ago i t  would s t i n k  so  bad, i t  would be no t i ceab le .  
And now, you don ' t  have t h a t  odor.  

Q. So t h e r e ' s  something t h e r e  that's d e f i n i t e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  

A. I t 's b e t t e r .  I ' m  s u r e  i t ' s  c o s t  a  t on  of money t o  ge t  i t  t h a t  
way, But of course  i t  d i d n ' t  a l l  ge t  d i r t y  overnight  and i t  won't 
all g e t  c leaned up overn ight .  

Q.  You've probably heard c r i t i c i s m  sometimes about farmers c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  things t h a t  end up i n  t h e  water .  What is your f e e l i n g  on t h a t ,  
say ,  p e s t i c i d e s  o r  chemicals t h a t  leach  i n t o  t h e  water .  How much of 
t h a t  do you think a c t u a l l y  happens o r  how do you f e e l  about t h a t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e ' s  probably some of t h a t .  I don' t  think 
t h e r e ' s  any way around t h a t .  But on t h e  o t h e r  hand, we a l l  l i k e  t o  
e a t .  You don ' t  have a choice.  

Q. You feel you have t o  use those  chemicals.  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  You got  t o  weigh t h e  good a g a i n s t  t h e  bad and do 
whatever is  b e s t  f o r  people i n  genera l .  We have t o  have a good s t rong  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  No ques t ion  about t h a t .  
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Q. What about e ros ion .  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  some of your s o i l  ends up 
i n  t h e  water  o r  i n  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. I t h i n k  farmers  i n  genera l  a r e  good stewards a s  Ear a s  e ros ion  
c o n t r o l .  They do probably a  l o t  b e t t e r  than  some of our  people from 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  might t r y  t o  make people t h i n k  t h a t  they don' t  do. 
Most farmers l i k e  t o  c o n t r o l  e ros ion .  I t 's  s i l l y  f o r  you no t  t o .  
It c o s t s  you money i f  you don ' t .  There is  some e ros ion .  There 's  
no t  much of a  way t o  keep 100% of i t  o u t ,  you c a n ' t .  They have t h i s  
208 c l ean  water b i l l ,  e ros ion  c o n t r o l  b i l l  passed t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  about two yea r s  ago. Well, I t h i n k  t h e  u l t ima te  goal by t h e  
year  2005 i s  zero e ros ion .  That ' s  j u s t  no t  humanly poss ib l e .  It 
can ' t  happen. 

Q. I guess i t ' s  l i k e  having a  high i d e a l  t o  aim f o r  o r  something. 

A .  Yes, bu t  you b e t t e r  shoot f o r  somewhere i n  between t h e  bad and 
t h e  good, you know. You got t o  be reasonable,  is  what i t  amounts t o .  
But t h a t ' s  j u s t  impossible  t o  happen. The only  ground you'd have t o  
farm i s  something as f l a t  a s  t h a t  t a b l e  top.  And t h e r e ' s  no t  enough 
of t hose  kind of a c r e s  t o  support  t h e  populat ion l e t  a lone  any expor ts .  
So you have t o  use some common sense  and s o  f o r t h .  But b a s i c a l l y ,  
most farmers a r e  good stewards of t h e  s o i l  t o  be honest  wi th  you. 
O r  I t h i n k  they are. 

Q. I l i k e  t h a t  phrase.  Good stewards of t he  s o i l .  I wonder i f  per- 
haps some of t h e  people t h a t  a r e  no t  doing a s  good a  job as o t h e r  
farmers t h a t  a r e  ca r ing  about e ros ion  perhaps a r e  t enan t  farmers.  
Do you th ink  t h e r e ' s  any t r u t h  i n  t h a t ?  Do you t h i n k  t h a t  perhaps 
t h e  man who owns t h e  land  and l i v e s  t h e r e  and farms i t  is  going t o  
t r e a t  i t  more c a r e f u l l y  than t h e  t enan t  farmer o r  what do you know 
about t h a t ?  

A .  Why, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  probably a f a i r  assessment.  Yes. You're 
going t o  t ake  b e t t e r  c a r e  of your automobile than  i f  somebody e l s e  
probably borrowed i t  o f f  of you. ( l augh te r )  Same s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. I would th ink  so.  Do you own your own land  o r  do you r e n t  from 
a bank o r  something? 

A. My dad owns a  p r e t t y  good s i z e  chunk of l and  h e r e  and we own a 
couple of farms and we r e n t  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  land o therwise  too.  

Q. So you have a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  keeping t h i s  land .  

A.  Yes, right. I mean, i f  you don ' t ,  i f  you l e t  your t o p s o i l  wash 
away, t h a t ' s  where your product ive  s o i l  is. I t 's  going t o  c o s t  you 
i n  t h e  pocketbook sooner o r  l a t e r .  And p r e t t y  quick. 

Q. I would t h i n k  so .  Do you have a  f a v o r i t e  season along t h e  r i v e r  
o r  how do you f e e l  about t h a t .  
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A. Favor i t e  season? 

Q. Yes, f a v o r i t e  season. 

A. Well, when you s i t  t h e r e  and look  ou t  over what you ' re  looking  
a t  (po in t s  ou t  t h e  p i c t u r e  window), I guess my f a v o r i t e  season he re  
i n  regards  t o  t h e  r i v e r  and a l l  would be f a l l  because you look  out  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  yea r ,  mother n a t u r e  has  p u t  on her  p a i n t  
brush and it I s  r e a l l y  p r e t t y  out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l .  Well, i t ' s  
p r e t t y  today wi th  the snow on t h e  h i l l s  . . . 
Q. It is .  What k inds  of t r e e s  a r e  out  t h e r e ?  

A. On t h e  h i l l s i d e s ,  them are oaks and i n  t h e  r i v e r  bottom, you s e e  
t h e  t r e e  l i n e  a t  t h e  r i v e r  bottom, them a r e  p r e t t y  near  a l l  s o f t  
maples. Then when you g e t  i n t o  h igher  ground on t h e  b l u f f s  and so 
f o r t h ,  t h e y ' l l  be oaks. Most of them. Some willows, bu t  no t  too 
many willows. 

Q. D o  you s e e  any animals out  he re?  Deer o r  anything? 

A .  There 's  a  few deer .  N o t  a s  many deer ,  I don' t  t h ink ,  as t h e y ' r e  
used t o  be s i n c e  they made i t  l e g a l  t o  hunt them a few yea r s  ago. 
And small game, l i k e  r a b b i t s  and q u a i l .  There are more than they 
used t o  be  b u t  no t  too adequate,  no. 

Q. And you don ' t  hunt them? 

A .  T don' t  myself.  I have f r i e n d s  t h a t  come and go hunt ing,  bu t  I 
don ' t .  

Q. Have you ever  heard any s t o r i e s  about t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  S t o r i e s ?  

Q. Yes. True o r  f a l s e ,  s t o r i e s  t h a t  may have come down through t h e  
yea r s  t h a t  would be a s soc i a t ed  i n  some way wi th  t h e  r i v e r .  

A .  You know, I suppose I have bu t  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of any at t h e  spur  
of t h e  moment. 

Q. Okay. Can you g ive  us kind of a  sum up o r  a f e e l i n g  of what t h e  
r i v e r  has  meant t o  you i n  your l i f e  and i n  your farming here ,  l i v i n g  
so c l o s e  t o  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  a  hard ques t ion .  I guess I don ' t t h ink  about i t  i n  
those  s o r t  of terms l i k e  maybe you do. Of course,  t h e  r i v e r  t o  me 
i s  we l l ,  not  what i t  is  t o  people who l i v e  i n  town. To m e  i t  can be 
awful ly aggravat ing because you i n v e s t  a  l o t  of money i n  a crop and 
i f  i t  t akes  your crop,  why, i t ' s  h e l l  and damnation and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  
of th ing .  ( l augh te r )  I guess I ' d  have t o  say a l l - i n - a l l ,  t h e  r i v e r  
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bottoms have been good t o  us  and I enjoy a s  f a r  a s  a r i v e r  is  concerned. 
Every time you go ac ros s  t h e r e ,  you ' re  going t o  Look ou t  t h e  window 
and t a k e  a look  a t  i t  and i f  i t  wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  I ' d  guess you'd m i s s  
i t ,  t o  be honest .  I guess t h a t  don ' t  answer your ques t ion  very wel l .  

Q. No, I th ink  t h a t ' s  a very good answer. I am kind of probing f o r  
how somebody f e e l s  about a p l ace  and I j u s t  wonder, f o r  i n s t ance ,  i f  
you had your choice ,  say,  of g e t t i n g  some l and ,  and t h i s  may be d i f f -  
i c u l t  because you've l i v e d  he re ,  bu t  i f  you had your choice of having 
some land  near  a r i v e r  and having some l and  t h a t  wasn't near  a r i v e r ,  
and you knew the re ' d  be  no aggravat ion from f loods ,  which p i ece  would 
you choose? 

A .  Well, on a f i n a n c i a l  basis, t he re ' d  be no ques t ion ,  you'd want 
a l l  upland. There's no ques t ion  there. But t h e  r i v e r  bottoms i s  
good product ive  l and  and a l o t  of t imes i t  might produce a few more 
bushe ls  per  a c r e  than  some of t h e  o the r  k inds  of land .  But i t  does 
have i t s  t r y i n g  moments and rewarding moments. But t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  
i s  p r e t t y .  I don ' t  know, Today when you come ac ros s  i t ,  I don ' t  
know i f  you had time t o  look out  t h e  window o r  n o t ,  but  i t ' s  f rozen ,  
most of i t .  The snow's on the ice.  But then  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  t r i c k l e  
down through t h e r e  t h a t ' s  open where the  wa te r ' s  flowing. I t ' s  p r e t t y .  

Q.  Yes, i t  is .  

A .  But my f a v o r i t e  t ime of t h e  yea r ,  l i k e  I s a i d  a whi le  ago i s  t h e  
f a l l  of t he  year  when a l l  t h e  t r e e s  a r e  i n  co lo r .  It is rea l ly  p r e t t y  
i n  through he re  then.  

Q. Yes, i t  would be. You have q u i t e  a panorama he re .  You can s e e  
a long way. How f a r  can you s e e  from he re?  

A. Well, no t  a s  f a r  a s  you might imagine. It 's about ,  i t ' s  a mi le  
and a half from he re  t o  t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f .  On a c l e a r  day, of course,  
i f  you look ou t  over  t h e  b l u f f s  you can s e e  f u r t h e r  than t h a t  of course.  
I n  f a c t ,  you can s e e  t h e  power p l a n t  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. Oh, s o  you can s e e  q u i t e  a ways. 

A .  I don ' t  know how f a r  t h a t  would be  ac ros s  t h e  country,  I suppose 
t e n  o r  twelve mi les .  

Q. I f  you can t h i n k  of some o the r  t h i n g s  you want t o  sha re  w i th  us  
t h a t  would be i n  some way h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t ,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  hear about them. Maybe you'd l i k e  a few minutes t o  t h ink  
about t h a t  and then  I could a sk  Gary a f e w  ques t ions .  

A .  Go ahead and a sk  him. 

Q. Gary, how long have you l i v e d  here? 
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Gary: Twenty-one years. 

Q. Were you born here?  

Gary: Y e s .  

Q. And what a r e  your f e e l i n g s  about t h e  r i v e r ?  

Gary: Never r e a l l y  thought about i t  much, I t ' s  j u s t  always been 
t h e r e .  I guess i f  wasn't  t h e r e  i t  would be r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  l i k e  
Dad s a i d .  1 've  done s e v e r a l  t h ings  t h e r e .  

Q. What kinds of t h ings?  

Gary: Oh, we went swimming i n  i t  s e v e r a l  t imes and f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing 
along i t .  Like I s a i d ,  it took our  c rops  s e v e r a l  t imes. I can always 
t e l l  how much damage t h a t  does because i t  t akes  ou t  on all t h e  family.  

Q. Yes, I imagine it does. Do you he lp  wi th  the  farming? 

Gary: Oh, yes .  I farm okay. 

Q. When you swam there, what was i t  l i k e ?  

Gary: P r e t t y  bad. It was awful.  Yes, I only  went t h e r e  once. It 
wouldn't have been so bad i f  i t  hadn ' t  been so  d i r t y .  This has  been 
f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  ago when we went and i t  was r e a l l y ,  r e a l l y  d i r t y .  
That ' s  how bad i t  was and t h e  c u r r e n t  was r e a l  s t rong ,  It 's j u s t  
no t  a  p l ace  t o  s w i m  r e a l l y  a t  a l l .  

Q. I ' v e  heard t h a t  i t  can be a  dangerous r i v e r  because of t h e  cu r r en t  
and because i t ' s  so  changeable and i n  some p l aces  i t ' s  low and i n  
some p l aces  i t ' s  high and t h e r e  a r e  ho le s .  Have you heard t h a t  too? 

Gary: Oh, yes ,  I t ' s  k i l l e d  two o r  t h r e e  people down he re  t h a t  I can 
remember. 

Q. Did you know any of them. 

Gary: There was one person t h a t  was about t h r e e  o r  fou r  yea r s  o l d e r  
than I w a s .  The river w a s  ou t  down here and they t r i e d  t o  go swimming 
i n  i t  and they got  ou t  and t h e  c u r r e n t  j u s t  took them. He couldn ' t  
ge t  back. 

Q. And he drowned? 

Gary: Yes. 

Q. About what year  was t h a t ?  

Gary: I don ' t  know, i t ' s  been about four  o r  f i v e  yea r s  ago. 
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Q. 1975 o r  about t h a t  t i m e .  

Gary: Yes. And then  t h e r e  was a c r ipp led  guy t h a t  t r i e d  t o  go ac ros s  
t h e  road down he re  i n  a  c a r  and h e  couldn ' t  g e t  ou t  of his c a r  and 
t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  took him. 

Q. H e  was d r i v i n g  ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  where i t  w a s  low enough t o  d r i v e  
ac ros s  bu t  t h e r e  was water t h e r e  o r  was t h e r e  a  br idge? 

Gary: Well, s e e  when t h e  r i v e r  i s  r e a l  high and g e t s  ou t  i t  goes 
ac ros s  t h e  road down he re  and he  thought he could make i t  ac ros s  where 
t h e  water  w a s  bu t  t h e  cu r r en t  g e t s  r e a l l y  s t r o n g  ac ros s  t h e r e  and i t  
j u s t  took him o f f .  And he couldn ' t  ge t  ou t  of t h e  c a r .  

Q. You s a i d  you d i d  some hunting along t h e  r i v e r ?  

Gary: Some of my f r i e n d s  and I go hunt ing  once i n  a  while .  J u s t  
r a b b i t s  and s q u i r r e l s .  We don' t  hunt deer .  

Q. Are t h e r e  many r a b b i t s  and s q u i r r e l s ?  

Gary: Not too  many, 

Q. Why do you suppose t h e r e  a r e n ' t  too many? 

Gary: Well, a  l o t  of people go hunt ing  anymore f o r  t h e  meat because 
they l i k e  t o  do it and every th ing ' s  s o  expensive,  There 's  a l o t  of 
them t h a t  hunt and t h e r e ' s  not too  many l e f t  anymore around here .  

Q. I heard t h i s  from o t h e r s  and I was very  cu r ious  about ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
the r a b b i t s .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e  r a b b i t  populat ion w a s  so  low. I 
l ive  j u s t  south of Sangamon S t a t e  over near  1-55, j u s t  south of 
Sp r ing f i e ld .  S t i l l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  country out  t h e r e  and t h e r e ' s  
always r a b b i t s  i n  t h e  summertime running around i n  t h e  yard. So I 
don ' t  know. We have a  h igh  popula t ion  of r a b b i t s  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  
would be n i c e  i f  they would go someplace where somebody wants t o  
hunt them ins t ead  of i n  t h e  yard.  

A .  Ins tead  of i n  t h e  garden? 

Q. Yes. Do you have a  f a v o r i t e  season? 

Gary: Oh, I don ' t  know. I t ' s  kind of a  toss-up between sp r ing  and 
f a l l .  I kind of l i k e  both of those  seasons r e a l  we l l  bu t  I guess 
I ' d  have t o  say f a l l  probably f o r  most of t he  same reasons my Dad s a i d .  

Q. The c o l o r s  and t h e  f o i l a g e  and . . . 
Gary: Yes. But sp r ing  is  always r e a l  n i c e .  Never know what 's  going 
t o  happen dur ing  t h e  sp r ing  but  i t ' s  always . . . 
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Q.  Tha t ' s  t h e  usua l  time f o r  your f looding ,  I would imagine, i n  t h e  
spr ing .  

A .  Yes, u sua l ly ,  from t h e  f i r s t  t o  t h e  twent ie th  of June normally,  
i s  when t h e  Sangamon River  g e t s  o u t .  But on t h e  o t h e r  hand, Lake 
Spr ing f i e ld  don ' t  he lp  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  any. 

Q. How is  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, they have ga t e s  on Spaulding Dam up t h e r e  t h a t  they can 
r a i s e  o r  lower. Of course they keep t h e  l a k e  t h e r e  a t  Spaulding Dam 
a t  560 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .   hat's when it  is  f u l l  and they t r y  t o  
maintain i t  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  f o r  a water  supply. I n  t h e  win ter ,  l i k e  
now, t h i s  would be an i d e a l  t ime f o r  them t o  draw t h a t  lake down 
t h r e e  o r  four  f e e t  wi th  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of sp r ing  r a i n s  and then 
they could r e f i l l  t h e  l a k e ,  recharge  t h e  l a k e  and prevent  some of 
t h e  excess  water coming down t h e  channel a t  t h e  opportune time. 

Q. Have they done t h a t ?  

A. No, they won't work wi th  you. 

Q. Why is  t h a t ?  

A .  Well, I presume i n  t h e  back of t h e i r  minds t h e y ' r e  a f r a i d  they 
wouldn't ge t  t h e i r  l a k e  recharged. 

Q. Which they need t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  popula t ion ' s  water supply? 

A .  You mean Spr ing f i e ld?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  Yes, of course,  t h a t ' s  where they g e t  t h e i r  water from, you know. 
You understand t h a t .  

Q. Right.  

A .  We had an o rgan iza t ion  a few y e a r s  ago--Sangamon River Val ley 
Organization--and i n  1973, t h e  prime example, Hugh Gardner w a s  Ci ty  
Water Light  and Power Commissioner a t  t h a t  t ime and we had a  l o t  of 
r a i n  i n  a  per iod  of about ten  days. And when I say a  l o t  of r a i n ,  
I mean s i x  o r  seven inches.  The lake  w a s  f u l l ,  and t h e  river got 
ou t ,  ou t  of i t s  banks and they had an awful l o t  more r a i n  i n  South 
Fork, which i s  south  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  south of Sangamon S t a t e .  And 
M r .  Gardner l e t  them lower t h e  g a t e s ,  a l l  f i v e  of them, and let t h a t  
t h i n g  go. And he nea r ly  washed away Chandlerv i l le  down he re .  He 
caught a  l o t  of f l a c k  over  t h a t .  But t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  good i t  done, 
bu t  they were th rea t en ing  with l a w s u i t s  and so  f o r t h  and so on. 

Q. How do you t h i n k  they could have done i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ?  
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A .  Well, if they 'd had t h a t  l a k e  lowered, four  o r  f i v e  f e e t  . . . . 
Tha t ' s  a l a r g e  l a k e  and when you start dropping those  ga t e s ,  those  
f i v e  g a t e s  down fou r ,  f i v e  o r  s i x  f e e t ,  you ' re  l e t t i n g  more water  
ou t  of t h a t  l a k e  than  t h e  channel can begin t o  ca r ry .  

Q. Do you th ink  i f  they had l e t  down only some of t h e  ga t e s  . . . 
A. Well, i f  they  would have had some capac i ty  t o  hold some excess  
water coming i n  t o  s t a r t  wi th ,  s e e ,  then they  could have he ld  some 
of t h e  water back t i l l  some of t h e  water from Decatur,  Champaign 
and t h a t  a r e a  had moved on down and i n t o  t h e  I l l i n o i s  River .  Then 
they could have l e t  t h a t  water  ou t  slowly. And t h e  c res t - - the  r i v e r  
would have s t i l l  got out--but t h e  c r e s t  would have been much lower 
than  what it was. You'd have had a l o t  l e s s  damage t o  t h e  community 
and the farm p r o p e r t i e s  and br idges  and everything e l s e .  

Q. What was t h e  Sangamon River Assoc ia t ion?  Was it made up of 
farmers only o r  was i t  . . . 
A. Farmers and landowners. 

Q. Farmers and landowners t h a t  l i v e d  a long  t h e  r i v e r  and had an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  i t .  

A .  Right.  Had an i n t e r e s t  i n  proper ty  along t h e  Sangamon River and 
some of them, we had two people,  I th ink  t h e r e  was maybe a h a l f  a 
dozen a t  t h e  most, had an  a c r e  o r  two, and had a cabin,  summer cabin  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But most of them was farmers t h a t  owned land 
along t h e  r i v e r .  But u sua l ly  when mother n a t u r e  g e t s  aggravated,  she  
l e t s  a l o t  of r a i n  l oose  and you g e t  t h e  r i v e r  up t o  a c e r t a i n  l e v e l ,  
a normal f lood  which i s  like, oh, f i v e  hundred and about f i v e  hundred 
and t h i r t y  f i v e  f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what t h e  bottom 
of t h e  r i v e r  i s  here .  When you pu t  about t e n  f e e t  of water i n  t h e r e  
and t h e  r i v e r  g e t s  ou t ,  say ,  i t ' s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e e t  deep on the  farm 
l and ,  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  bottoms t h a t  wouldn't be leveed.  But then you 
l e t  a b i g  l a k e  on top  of t h a t  and r a i s e  t h a t  another  t h r e e  o r  four  
f e e t  . . . 
Q. Tha t ' s  a l o t  of water .  

A. It h u r t s .  You can understand t h a t ,  you know, but  they won't use 
t h e  l a k e  f o r  a d e t e r r i n g  f a c t o r  l i k e  t h a t .  Of course,  l i k e  I say  1 
presume they wouldn't g e t  i t  recharged i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of t h e  year .  
But I ' v e  never seen a s p r i n g  y e t  you d i d n ' t  g e t  some r a i n ,  o r  q u i t e  
a bit of r a i n .  Not saying i t  cou ldn ' t  happen. 

Q. Although you mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h e  l a s t  couple of yea r s  have 
been a b i t  d r i e r .  

A. They have been d r i e r .  But how low i s  your l ake?  Not r e a l  low. 
Dipped down a l i t t l e ,  i t ' s  about 570, i t ' s  about 557. 1t 's down 
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about t h r e e  f e e t ,  This  i s  why when they t a l k  about bu i ld ing  l a k e  two 
up t h e r e ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  t h a t  they need i t .  

Q. I don' t  t h i n k  you ' re  a lone .  What do you th ink  about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of using t h e  Sangamon River f o r  p a r t  of t h e  water  supply? 

A .  Oh, I don ' t  s e e  any qualms i n  t h a t .  I don ' t  know why they couldn ' t .  
To me, t h a t  would be a l o t  more f e a s i b l e  than  what they have proposed 
doing. You s e e ,  they d i d  t h a t  back i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  when they had 
such a dry  pe r iod ,  i n  1934, 1935 and 1936. They pumped water ou t  of 
t h e  south  fo rk .  This i s n ' t  no new idea .  

Q. I t h i n k  what concerns some people today i s  can they c l ean  i t  up 
enough? Do they have t h e  technology t o  t ake  out  say,  t h e  meta ls  and 
some of t h e  t o x i n s .  

A .  Oh, I t h i n k  they have. They p r e t t y  w e l l  proved t h a t  by t h e  t e s t s  
they run  a whi le  back, a s  I understand i t ,  what I heard over t h e  
r ad io  and so f o r t h .  But t h a t ' s  a l o t  more f e a s i b l e  t o  m e  than  t ak ing  
a l o t  more acreage  out  of product ion and so f o r t h  and bu i ld ing  another  
l ake .  

Q. Did you know some of t h e  people that owned the l and  t h a t  would be 
taken from them f o r  Lake Two? 

A. J u s t  one, personal ly  was a p r e t t y  good f r i e n d  of mine. But they 
weren't  a g a i n s t  i t  t o  be hones t ,  O f  course,  they have a d i f f e r e n t  
motive i n  t h e i r  mind. 

Q. I see. Maybe they had hoped t o  s e l l  t h e  land .  

A .  They d id .  Well, they  weren't  going t o  s e l l  t he  land ,  they was 
going t o  s e l l  c o t t a g e  s i t e s  on i t  was what they was in tending  t o  do. 
Which is  good bus iness ,  nothing wrong wi th  t h a t .  

Q.  One th ing  about a l ake ,  i t  always seems t o  b r ing  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  
houses around the l a k e ,  w i th  every th ing  comes t h e  good and t h e  bad. 
Did you ever camp along t h e  r i v e r ?  

A .  Camp? 

Q. Camp. 

A .  No. ( l augh te r )  

Q. Gary, have you d ~ n e  any f i s h i n g  on t h e  r i v e r ?  

Gary: When I w a s  younger, w e  used t o .  Grandpa and I used t o  once i n  
a while .  Dad used t o  go wi th  us  once i n  a whi le  but  hard ly  ever  anymore. 

Q. What d i d  you ca tch?  
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Gary: Ca t f i sh ,  mainly, 

Q. Did you e a t  them? 

Gary: Oh, yes! 

Q. Were they  good? 

Gary: They were p r e t t y  good. 

Q. Were they p r e t t y  b ig?  

Gary: They were medium s i z e ,  no r e a l  b i g  ones.  

Q. Have you ever  heard of hogging f i s h ?  

Gary: I haven ' t .  

Q. Have you, M r .  Gerdes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you t e l l  m e  about i t?  Have you ever  seen i t  done? 

A,  I have never done i t .  

Q. How i s  i t  done? 

A .  Well, you j u s t  simply . . . , YOU walk up t h e  r i v e r .  When you're  
on t h e  Sangamon River o r  any river--you were r e f e r r i n g  t o  holes  i n  t h e  
r i v e r  a whi le  ago and t h e  way t o  find a h o l e  i n  t h e  river--never walk 
down t h e  r i v e r  wi th  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  always walk up t h e  r i v e r .  That way 
you walk i n t o  a ho le  o r  a washed out  p l ace  gradual ly .  But if you 
walk down t h e  r i v e r ,  y o u ' l l  fall i n t o  it a l l  of a sudden. The way 
they hog f i s h ,  t h e y ' l l  f i n d  an o l d  l o g  o r  an o l d  t r e e  t h a t ' s  f e l l  i n  
t he  r i v e r  and a t  a low t ime,  l i k e  t h e  r i v e r ' s  low now and those  f i s h  
w i l l  be i n  t h e  deeper water  where t h e s e  ho le s  a r e ,  s o  they j u s t  simply 
f e e l  around them logs ,  they f i n d  a f i s h  wi th  t h e i r  hands and grab them. 

Q. Have you ever  seen i t  done? 

A. Oh, yes ,  s e v e r a l  t imes.  It 's no t  f o r  m e ,  I don ' t  want t o  do t h a t ,  

Q. It sounds l i k e  i t  might be dangerous. 

A .  Well, you have t o  know what you ' re  doing and I ' m  s u r e  you l e a r n  
p r e t t y  r a p i d l y .  

Q. How do they grab them? I mean, by t h e  mouth, o r  t h e  f i n s  o r  the  
g i l l s  o r  how . . . 
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A. They j u s t  grab ahold of t h e i r  bodies  l i k e  t h a t .  They have t o  
wear gloves.  Most of them wear gloves of  some kind o r  another .  They're 
no t  going t o  g e t  h u r t ,  t h e  f i s h  a r e  not  going t o  h u r t  them. I was 
always a f r a i d  I might grab a snake. ( l augh te r )  

Q. What kind of snakes do you t h i n k  you'd f i n d  around here? 

A.  I don ' t  know whether t h e r e ' s  very  many poisonous snakes i n  t h i s  
a r e a  anymore o r  no t .  Used t o  be t h e r e  was water  mocassins and s o  
f o r t h  and I presume t h e r e  s t i l l  i s  some b u t  I couldn't: vouch t o  say 
t h a t  t h e r e  is .  But most of them i s  what you c a l l  water  snakes. 
They're not  a poisonous snake. 

Q. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  warm enough f o r  water  mocassins i n  t h i s  
c l imate .  

A .  Well, t h e r e  used t o  be, yea r s  ago water  mocassins on the Sangamon. 
I ' d  say t h e r e  probably s t i l l  is  but  I don ' t  know f o r  su re .  But t h e r e  
a r e  snakes i n  t h e  r i v e r  and they j u s t  c a l l  them o l d  water snakes bu t  
t hey ' r e  harmless as f a r  a s  hu r t ing  you anyway. More t h e  thought than 
anything else. 

Q. I had heard about hogging and I would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h a t  done. It 
sounds l i k e  q u i t e  a s p o r t .  ( l augh te r )  Did you ever  s e e  any Indian  
r e l i c s  o r  arrowheads o r  anything when you were digging o r  farming? 

A .  Yes, on t h e  b l u f f s  r i g h t  above t h e  r i v e r  bottoms. You won't f i nd  
any of those  i n  t h e  r i v e r  bottoms themselves.  

Q. But up above? 

A .  But inmediately on the r i v e r  banks or  on t h e  b l u f f s  above t h e  
r i v e r  bottoms y o u ' l l  f i n d  arrowheads and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  My 
f a t h e r  found an ax--oh, when d id  he  f i n d  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  yea r s  ago, 
f i v e  yea r s  ago-- i t ' s  i n  mint condi t ion .  It worked up o u t  of t h e  
ground and he was, I don' t  know, 1 don't  know how come he found it  
bu t  anyway he d id  and t h a t  t h i n g  i s  i n  r e a l l y  mint condi t ion .  There 's  
a l o t  of people would give  a l o t  of money f o r  t h a t  th ing .  You can 
s e e  where they  chipped i t  out  around t h e  head of it t o  t i e  t h e  handle 
on t o  it. It 's j u s t  p e r f e c t .  We f i n d  arrowheads. I t ' s  not  uncommon 
t o  f i n d  them i f  you want t o  ge t  ou t  and look  f o r  them. In  t h e  spring 
of t h e  yea r ,  when t h e  snow goes o f f ,  when t h e  ground is  heaving and 
thawing and i t  heaves up t h a t  b r ings  t h a t  s o r t  of th ing  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  
and t h a t ' s  when most people [who] a r e  i n  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  o r  t h a t  
hobby, why, t h a t ' s  when they  go hunt ing.  

Q. And you've lived on t h i s  proper ty  f i f t y  yea r s  d id  you say? 

A .  We have l i v e d  on t h i s  farm f o r  twenty-five yea r s .  

Q. Twenty-five yea r s?  
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A.  Yes. But I ' v e  been around t h e  Sangamon River a l l  my l i f e ,  

Q .  Bow o ld  a r e  you, may I ask.  

Q. Did you t h i n k  of anything more t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  say about t h e  
r i v e r ,  Gary? 

Gary: Not r e a l l y .  You were t a l k i n g  about t h e  Indians  though and 
t h e r e  used t o  be an Indian  v i l l a g e  over t h e r e  where Grandpa l i v e s .  
One of my f r i e n d s  d id  a r e p o r t  on i t ,  from the  l i b r a r y  a t  Athens. 
I don ' t  know what kind they were. Do you know? Grandpa could 
probably t e l l  you a l l  about i t .  There used t o  be one over t h e r e .  

Q. T e l l  me about t h e  Green Be l t  p r o j e c t  of t h e  Army Corps of Engineers.  

A. Severa l  yea r s  ago, t h e  Army Corps of Engineers and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
o rgan iza t ions  decided they would c r e a t e  a Green Be l t  Zone along t h e  
Sangamon River and they wanted t o  buy a l l  t h e  . . . Bas ica l ly ,  they 
wanted t o  buy all t h e  f i r s t  f lood  p l a i n  ground along t h e  Sangarnon 
River and j u s t  l e t  i t  grow up back i n t o  brush and horseweeds and 
whatever, j u s t  l i k e  i t  was a hundred yea r s  ago o r  so .  

Q.  Is t h a t  what they meant by Green Be l t  Zone? 

A .  They j u s t  wanted t o  l e t  it go back t o  na tu re .  Of course,  they  
was t a l k i n g  about a very expensive program. Now they was t a l k i n g  
from an a r e a  s t a r t i n g  i n  Decatur and they come t o  Chandlerv i l le .  
I n  f a c t ,  i t  goes on f u r t h e r  west of Chandlerv i l le ,  almost t o  Beards- 
town. They was t a l k i n g  about a very expensive program, a program i n  
my opinion,  no t  f e a s i b l e  i n  a l o t  of ways. It: was going t o  d i s r u p t  
a l o t  of landowners and people t h a t  make t h e i r  l i v i n g  o f f  t h a t  land .  
The people t h a t  owned land i n  most ca ses  anyway was not  f o r  i t  a t  a l l  
This  was when t h e  Sangamon River Improvement Assoc ia t ion  was formed, 
t o  more o r  l e s s  combat t h i s  idea .  And I guess t o  make a long s t o r y  
s h o r t ,  we succeeded. We succeeded because i t  wasn't  f e a s i b l e  t o  
s t a r t  with.  

Q .  I n  what ways w a s  i t  going t o  a f f e c t  you? 

A .  Well, we own about e leven hundred a c r e s  of land  he re  and they  
was going t o  t ake  between four  and f i v e  hundred a c r e s  of our  b e s t  
product ive land .  

Q. They w e r e  j u s t  going t o  t ake  i t  away. Who would i t  belong t o  
then? The f e d e r a l  government? 

A. It would belong t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government. And t h e  p r i c e  they 
was going t o  pay us  was not  even a f a i r  market va lue  p r i c e .  I f  they 
wanted t o  d i s r u p t  you, i f  they wanted t o  buy your l and ,  then a t  l e a s t  
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they ought t o  have the  cour tesy  enough t o  g ive  you a reasonable p r i c e  
f o r  i t  b u t  they d i d n ' t  even want t o  do t h a t ,  

Q. What were t h e i r  arguments f o r  having t h i s  green b e l t ?  Was i t  
e ros ion  c o n t r o l  o r  . . . 
A .  Recreat ion program. 

Q, Recreat ion program? 

A .  S t r i c t l y .  They had a l l  k inds  of f i g u r e s  t o l d  what t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
b e n e f i t s  would be f o r  hunt ing  and camping and f i s h i n g  and they was 
going t o  put  a ( l augh te r )  . . . they was going t o  put  a  s i x  foo t  
wide concre te  and a s p h a l t  pa th  a long  t h e  r i v e r  f o r  b i cyc l e s .  

Q. Concrete a l l  a long t h e  r i v e r ?  

A. Yes, f o r  b i c y c l i s t s .  And then  they  was going t o  have rest s t a t i o n s  
every t h r e e  o r  fou r  mi les  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing .  It w a s  somebody's 
i dea  t h a t ,  we l l ,  j u s t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  l i v e  i n  t h i s  world. ( l augh te r )  

Q. The Army Corps does g e t  involved i n  some p r e t t y  b i g  p r o j e c t s  
sometimes, 

A .  Well, they were completely s t epp ing  out  of t h e i r  bounds. That 
i s  not  t h e i r  bounds. They do a  l o t  of good. W e  need them bu t  they 
do not  need t o  g e t  involved i n  something l i k e  t h a t .  And they a r e  
involved i n  those  s o r t  of t h ings  l i k e  Lake She lbyv i l l e  and Lake Car- 
l i s l e  and sometimes you wonder i f  a l l  those  p r o j e c t s  a r e  needed. You 
need some of them, t h e r e ' s  no ques t ion  about i t .  I ' m  no t  a g a i n s t  
t h a t  a l l  t oge the r ,  bu t  you've got  t o  go back t o  where is  t h e  breaking 
po in t ,  where is  i t  r e a l l y  f e a s i b l e  and where i s  i t  n o t  f e a s i b l e .  You 
know, i t ' s  hard t o  b u i l d  a  dam i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  without  d i s r u p t i n g  
a  l o t  of farming l and  and a  l o t  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  I t ' s  too f l a t  b a s i c a l l y .  
Like Lake Spr ing f i e ld  Two where they  would have had t o  cons t ruc t  t h a t  
dam i f  they d i d ,  t hey ' r e  going t o  t ake  a  tremendous l o t  of good prime 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  farming land. And when they once cover t h a t  up, i t ' s  
gone p o s s i b l e  fo reve r .  But anyway, back t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ques t ion ,  
i t  w a s  no t  a f e a s i b l e  program from t h e  word go and i t  was eventua l ly  
overcome. 

Q. About what year  was t h a t ?  

A. L a t t e r  s i x t i e s ,  e a r l y  s even t i e s .  I f  my mind remembers r i g h t .  

Q. How many people were i n  t h e  a s soc i a t ion?  

A.  W e  had approximately one hundred landowners and t enan t s ,  a l l  t h e  
way from Decatur t o  Beardstown. 
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Q. And you d id  de fea t  t h e  plan? 

A .  I don ' t  know i f  w e  d id  bu t  we had a  hand i n  i t ,  I ' ll  put  i t  t h a t  . . . 
They s a i d  they run  out  of s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  funding f o r  i t  and I l i k e  
t o  b e l i e v e  we had something t o  do wi th  it. 

Q. Did they have hearings? 

A .  Yes, they had s e v e r a l  hear ings .  The hear ings  t h a t  they had i n  
pub l i c  were . . . . Well, from a farmer 's  viewpoint,  was t i l t e d .  
The f i g u r e s  and so  f o r t h  and so on t h a t  they was us ing  f o r  construc-  
t i o n  purposes and all t h i s ,  and t h e  r a t i o ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  they 
had t o  have a  t h r e e  t o  one r a t i o  of what they c a l l e d  a  t h r e e  t o  one 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  b e n e f i t  t o  a  d o l l a r  c o s t  b e n e f i t .  

Q. That sounds r i g h t .  I mean, t h a t  sounds l i k e  t h e  usual  formula. 

A .  Well, you know, they could put  i n  whatever f i g u r e s  they wanted t o  
use and you and I wouldn't know whether i t  w a s  r i g h t  o r  wrong. And 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  they  d id .  But anyway, t o  make a long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  they 
run ou t  of funding. 

Q. Which you ' re  p leased  wi th  n a t u r a l l y  and t h e  people i n  t he  a s s o c i a t i o n ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  I n  looking  out  over  your l and ,  how much of t h a t  would i t  have taken? 

A .  All of i t .  

Q. A l l  of t h a t  would have been taken.  

A.  We would have t h i s  small f i e l d  r i g h t  he re  t o  t h a t  f i r s t  row of 
t r e e s  down t h e r e  which i s  t h e  c reek .  And we had about  twenty o r  
t h i r t y  a c r e s  back out  i n  t he re .  And they 'd have took a l l  t h e  r e s t  
of i t .  They'd have took f o u r - f i f t h s  of what you ' re  looking a t .  

Q. Tha t ' s  a  l o t  of land .  

A. Well, yes ,  i t  is .  The p r o j e c t  was j u s t  no t  a  f e a s i b l e  p r o j e c t  
from ane  end t o  t h e  o t h e r .  Economically, s ens ib ly ,  o r  any o t h e r  way. 

Q. There a r e  no t  t h a t  many t r e e s  e i t h e r  around here .  I would t h i n k  
t h a t  f o r  a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a ,  even i f  you l e t  i t  grow back t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  
s t a t e  you might ge t  g ra s s  and brush bu t  I don ' t  know i f  you'd g e t  
enough t r e e s .  Do you th ink?  

A .  Well, t h e  t r e e s  would come even tua l ly .  They'd be willows and 
t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  There probably wouldn't be a good v a r i e t y  of 
t r e e s  un le s s  you p lan ted  them l i k e  oaks and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  Of 
course,  oaks won't grow i n  a  bottom, you'd have t o  have a  wet type  
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of t r e e ,  which i s  s o f t  maple and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  You don ' t  s e e  
any hard t r e e s ,  l i k e  oak t r e e s  growing on t h e  f i r s t  bottom. They ' l l  
grow on t h e  h i l l s i d e s  and those  a r e a s .  

Q. You say they would come back even tua l ly .  Do you th ink ,  o r  do 
you know, over the  yea r s  i n  your h i s t o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  more 
t r e e s  be fo re  t h e  l and  was farmed? 

A. Oh, yes ,  t h e r e ' s  no doubt about i t .  I mean, a l l  those  bottoms 
a t  one time had timber on them. There 's  no doubt of t h a t .  I t 's  a l l  
been c l ea red .  

Q. I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know how much was c l ea red  and how much was s o r t  
of what I th ink  of a s  n a t u r a l  g r a s s  land o r  p r a i r i e .  

A ,  It was b a s i c a l l y  all c l ea red  i n  t h e  bottoms. It had timber on 
i t ,  lumber on i t .  Now your p r a i r i e  grounds, l i k e  i n  t h e  Fancy P r a i r i e  
a r ea ,  i t ' s  t h e  r e a l  dark  p r a i r i e  s o i l  'cause i t  had what 's  c a l l e d  
p r a i r i e  g ra s s  on i t .  It d i d n ' t  have any t r e e s  on i t .  Some, but  no t  
very  many. 

Q. What kind of f lowers  do you s e e  around here?  We t a lked  a l i t t l e  
about t h e  t r e e s ,  I was justwondering i f  you no t i ced ,  you h o w ,  i n  
the  s p r i n g  perhaps what k inds  of f lowers  t h e r e  a r e .  

A. You're ask ing  t h e  wrong person about f lowers .  The only th ing  I 
know i s  v i o l e t s .  You do s e e  s e v e r a l  of those .  You don ' t  s e e  a l o t  
of n a t u r a l  f lowers ,  I don ' t  t h ink ,  a long here .  A few, Not many. 

Q. B i rds?  Ever n o t i c e  many b i r d s ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  i s ,  t h e r e  is  a l o t  of b i r d s ,  I th ink  along he re .  O f  
course,  t he  Audubon Socie ty ,  you know one of t h e i r  lookouts  o r  what- 
ever  terminology you want t o  use i s  up a t ,  oh, up on t h e  o the r  s i d e  
of Decatur between Decatur and Champaign. Robert something park ,  up 
t h e r e .  Have you ever  been the re?  

Q. Is t h a t  i n  Mahomet? 

A .  Yes, i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

Q. Lake of t h e  Woods, i n  t h a t  a r ea .  

A .  No, i t ' s  r i g h t  around Mahomet, i n  t h a t  a r e a .  But anyway, t h e r e  
was an a r e a  t h e r e  about two thousand a c r e s  l e f t  by a man . . . 
Q. A l l e r ton .  

A. A l l e r ton  Park. 

Q. Okay. 
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A .  s hat's on the  Sangamon River and t h e r e  i s  an a r e a  t h e r e  t h a t  is  
a  n a t u r a l  s t a t e ,  i t ' s  never been . . . . It has  what ' s  c a l l e d  v i r g i n  
t imber on i t .  It 's never been c u t  and i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  i t  w a s  t h e  way 
mother na tu re  c r ea t ed  i t .  

Q. That i s  p r e t t y ,  I have been t h e r e  once o r  twice. 

A .  The Audubon Socie ty ,  a s  I understand, uses  t h a t  f o r  a  l o t  of t h e i r  
na tu re  s t u d i e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and s o  f o r t h .  There 's  a l o t  of b i r d s  i n  
and along the r i v e r .  In  f a c t ,  t h a t  l i t t l e  t r e e  r i g h t  down t h e r e ,  i n  
warm weather you s e e  b lue  j ays  t h e r e ,  fou r ,  f i v e ,  s i x ,  every morning 
and red  b i r d s .  I n  f a c t ,  I seen a  couple of r ed  b i r d s  a  while  ago out  
t h e r e .  

Q. I sometimes hear  people say t h a t  t h e r e ' s  more beaver around today 
on t h e  r i v e r  and t h a t  they c r e a t e  problems by bu i ld ing  dams and c u t t i n g  
the  t r e e s  and t h e  t r e e s  end up i n  t h e  r i v e r  beds. Have you not iced  
any of t h a t ?  

A .  There i s  beaver around. I don ' t  n o t i c e  any. I know they a r e  
around. I know they  b u i l d  on c reeks  and smal le r  s t reams.  1 don ' t  
know about t h e  r i v e r  o r  no t .  They do b u i l d  on c reeks  and small 
streams. 

Q. Okay. Gary, can you t h i n k  of anything more you want t o  add? 

Gary: No, no t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Okay. Well, I ' d  l i k e  t o  thank you both f o r  t a l k i n g  t o  me about 
t h e  Sangamon River.  I t 's  n i c e  t o  have t h e  fa rmer ' s  pe r spec t ive  because 
I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  before. Thank you. 

END OF TAPE 


