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NORTHERN ILIINOIS REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER

General topic of interview: Farming and farm 1ife in malta
Illinois, during the fourties, fifties, sixties, seventies,
andthe eighties .

NARRATOR: BILL AND #ARTHA G OiMEL INTERVIEWER : MINDY NEWLAN
"DATE: November 2L, 1986 PLACE: Commel Farm
#lalta, Illinois

- PERSONAL DATA
ir and lirs. @om-:nel were married in 1940 and have lived
in their home in dalta ever since then. their farm started
out with 150 acres and has increased to 320 acres . The crops
that are grown are corn and soy beans. The @ommels have three
children that have all graduated from college and have moved
on to non-manual labor jobs.

INTERVIEWERS COMMENTS

After I finished taping, lir. Gommel told me about his
father who moved to ialta from Germany in 1908. He +*then talked
about his father’s farm and how it had so many farm animals
living on 1t. The interview is very usefull in understanding
the life-style of a farm family,economic changes, technological
changes, and the role of the farm dtdreau.

I would like to add that .r. GCommel is hard of hearins
and that iirs. Commel Is almost completely deaf, consequentiy;ggb
there are many questions redpeated durring the interview, or

sometimes even misgunderstood.




Northern Illinois University Department of History

Northern Illinois Regional History Center Archives: Changing
Nature of Farms and Farming
in Dekalt County 1945-1986,

Narrator: Bill and #artha Gommel Interviewer: uwiindy Newman

Date: November 24, 1986 Place: Gommel Farm Twombly Rd.
Length of Tape: lhour and 20 min. walta, Illincis.
Tape Counter Number Subjects Covered
Side A

003 ' Introduction

020 Birth Date and Place
035 Pre WW Two

ok2 First Year Farming
o048 Production Increase
051 Government Intervention
070 . Shortages

082 Animals

090 Outside Hired Help
0ogQl Birth of Children
104 Neighbors Help on Farm
111 Amount of Acres

120 EZjuipment

128 Child Care

138 Family

147 Neighbors

157 Equipment

165 . The Draft

182 ' Farm Decisions

188 BooKeeping

20¢ Recreation

225 Church

ool §ghool
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_ﬂ5 Famlly )

281 Date sarried

27F - Econonmics

279
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Tape Counter Number

3ide A cont.

290
307
335
342
373
391
k02
LiL8
461
e
473
500
505
526
537
57
584
597
61L
722
7Ll

Subjects Covered

After the War

Neighbors

Family

Future Expectations for Child
Returning Vets

Crops

Children

Schooling

Future Expectations for Child
Travel

New Machinary

Hired Help

Land Purchases

Chores

Crop

Government Subsidies

Erosion

Gov. Contracts/Subsidies
Farm Bureau

Farm Bureau-Retirement Fund
Farm Bureau-Social Activities
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Tape Counter Number Subjects Covered
Side B

ool Farm Bureau-Literature
029 Automotriles

049 Farm Work

068 ~ Acquire-Heat/ater
124 Savings

155 Travel

221 Rented Land

228 : Off Farm Employment
233 Martha-Typical Day/Child Rearing
286 Social Activities
297 Farm Work

315 Crop Prices

343 : Government Subsidies
356 Debt

360 Fertilizers

372 Pesticides

378 Machindry Choices
Lol Hybrids

L16 Crop Failure

L35 Crop Use

bhp Bill-Typical Day
Lok lachinery Repair

Lgk Boo@éeping -
505 Off Farm Zmployment
525§ Family

11%) Farm Size

552 Off Farm Employment
581 _ Family

619 Church

630 ilovies

633 Travel Logs

€37 Telivision

£50 Home Life

667 Radio




