
PREFACE 

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted by 

Mrs. Bobbe Hemdon for the Oral History Office in February 1972. Mrs. 

Herndon transcribed and edited the transcript. Mr. Gray Herndon reviewed 

the transcript. 

Gray Herndon was born in New City, Illinois on June 5, 1885, near which 

village he received his early schooling and grew to manhood. His remi- 

niscences of these days provide a wealth of information on turn-of-the- 

century farm practices and rural life. As a young man, he entered into 

the practice of law. He tells of getting started and of involvement in 

Springfield area litigations. His memoir sheds invaluable light on the 

growth and transformation of life in and around Springfield during his 

lifetime. 

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 

editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 

inherent fn such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not 

responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed 

therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 

reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 

without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 

State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Chf ldhood farm 1 

Harvesting crops 7 

Family's pioneer background 1 7  

Ti l ing  farmland 21 

Early farming methods, machinery 26 

Barbed wire and fences 34 

Schooling and teaching 46 

Beginning l a w  practice 54 

First telephones 6 7 

Beginning law practice, Springfield, Illinois 7 1  

Stories of early settlers 7 5 

Law of f ices  i n  Booth building, I l l i n o i s  building 80 

Stocks and Depression 84 

Fishing experiences, childhood amusements 8 7 

Fords, springs, water-powered m i l l s  95 

Moonshine and prohibition 101 



Gray Herndan, February, 1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Bobbe Herndon, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Let's s t a r t ,  M r .  Herndon, wi th  when you were born, and any recol -  

l e c t i o n s  you have of your e a r l y  childhood. I understand t h a t  you 

l i v e d  on a farm. 

A. Yes, 1 w a s  born June 5, 1885, ou t  a t  what was then  New City.  It's 

just a crossroads  out  i n  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of t h i s  county 

Bangarnod.  The f i r s t  t h a t  I remember we were l i v i n g  on a farm, 

i n  what was known as t h e  Fores t  Grove neighborhood, southwest of 

Rochester.  On our  farm . . . t h e  house was new and i t  s tood  on 

p a r t  of t h e  land  t h a t  my grandfa ther  owned. I n  1890,my grandfa ther  

d ied  and we moved over  on what my f o l k s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  Old Home 

Place i n  which my grandfa ther  had l i v e d  u n t i l  he died.  Then about 

1892 o r  1 8 9 3 , ~  f a t h e r  bought a farm back i n  t h e  New Ci ty  neighbor- 

hood, and we moved back there .  

Those were t h e  days of t h e  chinch bugs; you might have heard of 

t h e  chinch bug. Those bugs were s o  bad t h a t  they ruined e n t i r e l y  

some of t h e  crops.  One of t hose  yea r s  my f a t h e r  had wheat on p a r t  

of t h e  land.  The wheat crop made e i g h t  bushe ls  an ac re ,  and f o r  

t h e  wheat he got  55 c e n t s  a bushel.  By t h e  t ime he got  through 

paying taxes on t h e  land ,  and t h e  c o s t  of seed and ope ra t ing ,  and 

t h e  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  mortgage, t h e r e  wasn ' t  a whole l o t  l e f t  t o  

l ive on. That continued f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  Then t h e  seasons 
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changed and t h e  chinch bugs became scarce .  

But s o  f a r  as t h e  methods of farming go, they  were entirely d i f -  

f e r e n t  from p resen t  methods and opera t ions .  You know, i n  o rde r  

t o  p l a n t  a crop they plowed the  land wi th  an ord inary  plow--the 

only kind of plow t h a t  was i n  use  then. They used a team--usually 

a t e a m  of two ho r ses  o r  mules--to p u l l  the plow, and the man walked 

a long behind t h e  plow i n  t h e  furrow t h a t  t h e  plow had made and 

simply he ld  t h e  handles  of t h e  plow t o  keep i t  from f a l l i n g  over. 

Q. Was t h i s  a metal  plow? 

A. Oh,yes, t h e  plows a t  t h a t  t i m e  were made of steel. The b igger  

p a r t  of t h e  plow was what w e  c a l l  t h e  moldboard, and a t  t h e  bot- 

tom of t h e  moldboard t h e r e  was a s e p a r a t e  p i ece  they  c a l l e d  t h e  

plowshare. It w a s  bo l t ed  t o  t h e  plow and f i t  up a g a i n s t  t h e  mold- 

board s o  t h e  moldboard w a s  a cont inua t ion ,  upward, of t h e  plow- 

share .  The plowshare had t o  be  sharpened on t h e  bottom of the 

b l u n t  edge s o  it would c u t  through t h e  ground, c u t  o f f  t h e  r o o t s  

of any p l a n t s  t h a t  extended t h a t  f a r  i n t o  t h e  d i r t ,  and then  t h e  

d i r t  s l i p p e d  up t h e  moldboard. It w a s  made wi th  a t w i s t  s o  t h a t  

when t h e  d i r t  was turned  over  t o  one s i d e ,  it f e l l  i n t o  t h e  fur -  

row made by t h e  preceeding round and landed upside down. So 

t h e  t r ench  t h a t  was on t h e  s u r f a c e  be fo re  t h e  plow came a long  

was then  bur ied  fou r ,  f i v e ,  s i x  inches  o r  maybe more, under t h e  

ground. 

Q. What were your major crops? You mentioned wheat. 
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A. Well, probably t h e  major crop i n  Sangamon County w a s  corn. But 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  farmer had t o  depend on ho r ses  o r  mules f o r  

power meant t h a t  every farmer had t o  keep q u i t e  a few hor ses  and 

mules. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  every farmer,  i n  t hose  days, kept  

a few milk cows. Then he had some c a t t l e ,  o r  some c o l t s  o r  younger 

animals--all  of them had t o  be fed .  I n  o rde r  t o  keep enough horses  

t o  work f o r t y  a c r e s  of land,  he usua l ly  had t o  keep one o r  two 

ho r ses  and feed  them y e a r  round. So, the farmer didn't: g e t  t o  

t a k e  t o  market nea r ly  a l l  of what he  r a i s e d  on t h e  farm. H e  had 

t o  s e t  o f f  a good percentage f o r  p a s t u r e  f o r  t h e  cows and horses  

and o t h e r  animals,and in a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  he  had t o  keep a good 

s h a r e  of t h e  g r a i n  t h a t  he  r a i s e d  t o  feed  t h e  ho r ses  and o t h e r  

l i v e s t o c k  t o  ope ra t e  t h e  farm. So, t h e  farmer could market only 

a f r a c t i o n  of  what he grew on the land. 

I n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country,  most of  t h e  farmers r a i s e d  hogs, 

and t o  r a i s e  hogs they  used the bigger p a r t  of t h e  corn crop. 

Some farmers  kept  s o  many hogs they used a l l  of t h e  corn they  

grew and had t o  buy some corn from neighbors.  But they marketed 

p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of t h e  hogs. Of course,  everybody In t h e  country 

i n  those days butchered a few hogs i n  t h e  win ter t ime t o  provide 

meat t o  run them through t h e  year .  Once i n  a whi le ,  a family 

would k i l l  a steer f o r  meat, b u t  most of them depended on butcher-  

i n g  a few hogs i n  t h e  wintertime t o  provide m e a t  to-run through 

the year .  Once i n  a while ,  a famiIy would k i l l  a st& far  meat, 

but mast of them depended on butcher ing  a f e w  hogs. 

Q, How about pou l t ry?  
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A. Everybody kept  some pou l t ry ;  mostly chickens,  a few ducks and 

geese and, l e s s  o f t e n ,  some turkeys.  

Q. Were any of t h e s e  fenced i n  o r  d i d  they  all run  loose  i n  t hose  

days ? 

A. No, l i v e s t o c k ,  i n  my t i m e ,  w a s  allowed t o  run wi ld .  

Q. I mean the  pou l t ry .  Did they run  loose  o r  were they fenced 

i n ?  

A. Oh, j u s t  about  as o f t e n  one as t h e  o t h e r .  The pou l t ry  had a 

p l ace  t o  r o o s t ,  and they would come t h e r e  t o  r o o s t  every n i g h t .  

But, i f  you had a f l ock  of chickens you were r a i s i n g  t o  p u t  on 

t h e  market, you very  o f t e n  penned them up and f e d  them e x t r a  

gra in .  The o t h e r s ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p o u l t r y ,  j u s t  looked a f t e r  

themselves. Of course,  part of  t he  year  they  a l l  go t  f ed  some. 

Nowadays, a b i g  percentage of farmers  don ' t  keep any milk cow-- 

they buy t h e i r  milk.  And, of course,  some of them don ' t  have 

a ho r se  o r  a mule on the farm. I'm no t  s u r e ,  b u t  I imagine 

t h a t  most farmers t h e s e  days t h a t  keep a horse  a t  a l l ,  j u s t  

keep a horse t o  r i d e  around a s  a s p o r t .  

Q. You had s e v e r a l  b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s .  

A.  Yes. 

Q. Could you desc r ibe  t h e  chores  you had t o  do? What t i m e ,  f o r  

i n s t ance ,  d id  you g e t  up i n  t h e  morning? 
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A. I was t h e  o l d e s t  one i n  my family and I had t h r e e  b ro the r s  and 

a s i s t e r .  We c h i l d r e n  d i d n ' t  have t o  ge t  up i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  

w e  got o ld  enough t o  go t o  school .  We had t o  ge t  up t o  g e t  ready 

t o  be  a t  t h e  schoolhouse be fo re  n ine  o 'c lock  every morning. When 

I w a s  about t e n  o r  twelve, I s t a r t e d  milking a cow o r  two, t h e  

milk cows. I d i d n ' t  s tart  he lp ing  wi th  t h e  farm work u n t i l  I was 

about twelve y e a r s  o ld .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I was b i g  enough t o  handle 

one of those  plows. 

To ge t  t h e  b e s t  feed  f o r  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  on a farm, everybody r a i s e d  

a good-sized f i e l d  of o a t s .  To g e t  a good crop of o a t s  you have 

t o  ge t  them plan ted  early i n  t h e  spr ing .  So, one of t h e  f i r s t  

jobs I d i d ,  i n  t h e  way of farm work, w a s  plowing some of t h e  land 

f o r  a crop of o a t s .  I s t ayed  out  of school  a few days and plowed 

wi th  an  o l d  team. The weather was co ld  and i t  was snowing hard.  

There w a s  snow on t h e  ground and snow f a l l i n g ,  and I plowed s e v e r a l  

days through t h a t  snowstorm t o  g e t  t h e  ground ready f o r  oa t s .  

Q. How many acres could you plow i n  a day? Have you any rough e s t i -  

mate? 

A. Oh, i t ' s  s o  long ago, I 've fo rgo t t en .  It wasn't  very many a c r e s .  

Q. I was j u s t  curious.  When d i d  soybeans come i n ?  

A. Oh, soybeans d idn ' t  appear i n  t h i s  country u n t i l  a long  about 1930. 

Q. And by t h i s  time you had l e f t  t h e  farm? 

A. Oh, I l e f t  t h e  farm i n  1903. 

Q. Did your family move from the farm in 1903? 
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A .  No, they moved from New City  back t o  t h e  Old Home Farm, where my 

b r o t h e r  l i v e s  now. 

Q. This  i s  the one near Rochester? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This perhaps i s  a n  u n f a i r  ques t ion ,  b u t  do you have any i d e a  how 

much land was worth p e r  acre about 1890 t o  1900? 

A. Yes. Good, f l a t ,  b l ack  land  was worth around e igh ty  d o l l a r s  an 

ac re .  As I remember i t ,  my f a t h e r  s o l d  that land a t  New Ci ty  along 

about 1900 and got  n ine ty  d o l l a r s  an a c r e  f o r  i t .  

Q. This  is  good land through here, i s n '  t i t ?  

A. Oh, t h i s  black l and  i n  Sangamon County, i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  b e s t  t h e r e  is. 

Q. Did you have h i r e d  he lp  at: any time on t h e  farm? 

A. Oh, yes ,  though n o t  t h e  same one a l l  t h e  time. For s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  

one man t h a t  we h i r e d  came up here from Kentucky. H e  l i v e d  near  

Covington, Kentucky, and made a trip up he re  every s p r i n g  t o  work 

u n t i l  f a l l  as a h i r e d  man on t h e  farm. He got e ighteen  d o l l a r s  

a month, p lus  his board, of course.  And [hd paid  h i s  f a r e  up 

h e r e  and back and thought he was making more than  he could have 

made down i n  Kentucky. I guess he  was,maybe, b u t  t h a t ' s  all he 

w a s  g e t t i n g  up here--eighteen d o l l a r s  a month. 

Q. Did he e a t  w i th  t h e  family? 

A. Oh, yes. 
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And your mother d i d  a l l  t h e  cooking? 

Most of t h e  time. 

What s o r t  of f e r t i l i z e r  was used i n  those  days? Was t h e r e  any- 

t h i n g  bes ide  t h e  animal manure? 

That ' s  a l l .  

How would you spread it? 

Well, most farmers  j u s t  took t h e  o ld  farm wagon wi th  t h e  wagon 

box on, and loaded t h e  manure on t h e  wagon wi th  a f o r k  and hauled 

i t  out ac ros s  t h e  f i e ld ,un load ing  i t  a s  they went. A l l  done by 

hand. 

How about ha rves t ing  crops? What machinery was available then? 

Well, of course  for t h e  corn crop,  all you d i d  was t ake  t h e  farm 

wagon and start t h e  team going down a row of corn. You walked 

a long  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  wagon and moved t h e  team up from time t o  

t ime, You took t h e  corn off  t h e  s t a l k  by hand. You used what 

we c a l l  a shucking peg. 

Peg? 

Yes, shucking peg. 

What was t h a t  like, a k n i f e ?  

No, no. It had something l i k e  a glove i n  which your hand f i t ,  

and t h e  peg was usua l ly  f l a t t e n e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  and would s t i c k  



1 

Gray Herndon 8 

up above o r  i n  f r o n t  of your hand. you'd t ake  t h a t  and you walked 

up and took hold of an e a r  of corn hanging on t h e  s t a l k ,  and 

s t u c k  t h a t  peg through t h e  shuck on t h a t  e a r  of corn--the corn 

shuck t h a t  covered t h e  ear--so you could ge t  h d d  of i t  and p u l l  

t h e  shuck o f f  t i l l  you could g e t  a g r i p  on t h e  e a r  i t s e l f .  Then, 

you he ld  t h e  s h a f t  of t h e  e a r  of corn wi th  one hand and gave 

t h e  e a r  a t w i s t  w i t h  t h e  o thar .  I f  you were s t r o n g  enough, t h e  

e a r  would break  off  and you threw it i n  t h e  wagon.  hat's a l l  

t h e  machinery they had t o  ga the r  t h e  corn crop. 

I've seen  corn huskers '  gloves w i t h  double thumbs s o  t h a t  you 

can s p i n  t h e  glove around. Were those  used? 

They had d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of t h ings .  Nobody bought very many of 

them because they  wore ou t  i n  about two hours  o r  they weren ' t  any 

good t o  s t a r t  with.  Some farmers  used gloves because t h e i r  hands 

would g e t  s o r e  and such, bu t  i f  you ' re  used t o  t h a t  kind of work 

and know how t o  do i t ,  you got  a long  without  anything of t h a t  

kind. 

We were t a l k i n g  about  ga ther ing  t h e  corn. How were t h e  wheat and 

o a t s  ga thered?  Were t h e r e  t h re sh ing  machines? 

The wheat and t h e  o a t s ,  i n  my time, s tood  i n  the  f i e l d  u n t i l  t h e  

g ra in  was formed and almost dry. Then, t h e  farmer had what he 

c a l l e d  a binder .  It was a machine pu l l ed  by ho r ses  o r  mules, of 

course,  b u t  i t  had a s i c k l e  b a r  extending out  t o  one s i d e .  A s  

the team pu l l ed  t h e  b inder  along,  i t  was geared so t h a t  s i c k l e  

would ope ra t e  and c u t  o f f  t h e  wheat o r  t h e  o a t s ,  oh, four  o r  s i x  
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inches above t h e  ground. It was a d j u s t a b l e ,  and you ad jus t ed  i t  

t h e  way you wanted i t ,  depending on how t a l l  t h e  g ra in  had grown 

and what t h e  cond i t i on  was. 

The b inder  had a r e e l ,  l oca t ed  above t h e  s i c k l e  and a s  you went 

a long  t h e  r e e l  tu rned  and t h e  bottom--the s l a t s  on t h e  bottom of 

t h e  reel--swept t h e  s t a l k s  of t h e  wheat o r  o a t s  back ac ros s  t h e  

s i c k l e ,  s o  when they  were c u t  o f f  they f e l l  on a p l a t fo rm j u s t  

behind t h e  s i c k l e .  That p l a t fo rm had a canvas on which t h e  g r a i n  

f e l l ,  and t h a t  canvas r an  over  pu l l eys .  They moved t h a t  canvas 

behind the s i c k l e  ba r ,  and a t  a r i g h t  angle  t o  t h e  s i c k l e  b a r ,  

up i n t o  t h e  rest of t h e  b inde r  machine. As t h e  wheat o r  t h e  o a t s  

moved up t h e r e ,  they  had f i n g e r s  t h a t  would ga the r  them u n t i l  

they  had enough t o  make a bundle. 

The machine w a s  equipped wi th  two o r  t h r e e  b i g  b a l l s  of  b inder  

twine, t h a t  was made of manila f i b e r ,  l i k e  most of t h e  rope t h a t  

w a s  common i n  those  days. The b inder  had been pe r f ec t ed  s o  t h a t  

when t h e  bundle i n  t h e  b inde r  got  b i g  enough i t  would pu t  enough 

p re s su re  on one s i d e  t o  ope ra t e  a t r i g g e r ,  and t h e r e ' d  be  a 

threaded a r m  o r  a needle  come around and t i e  t h a t  bundle wi th  

b inde r  twine, t i e  i t  t i g h t ,  and kick t h e  bundle o f f  t o  one s ide .  

Sometimes they opera ted  t h e  b inder  w i th  a kind of a c a r r i e r  a long  

one s i d e  t h a t  would catch t h e  bundles  and hold  them u n t i l  you had 

several of t hew- four  o r  f i v e  maybe--and then  you pressed  a l e v e r  

and t h a t  would t r i p  t h e  c a r r i e r  and i t  would dump a l l  t hose  bundles 

i n  one place.  The  bundles had t o  be  picked up and s e t  up i n  shocks, 
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because i f  they were l e f t  on t h e  ground they 'd  g e t  too  moist. 

Even i f  i t  d i d n ' t  r a i n ,  they 'd c o l l e c t  mois ture  on t h e  bottom 

s i d e  and some of t h e  g ra in  would ge t  wet. 

i 
Af te r  t h e  b inder  had c u t  t h e  g ra in  and dropped t h e  bundles ,  

o t h e r  farm he lp  came along,  p i ck  up t h e  bundles and s e t  them up 

i n  shocks--set t h e  bundles on t h e  ground, on t h e  b l u n t  end of t h e  

bundle wi th  t h e  g r a i n  on top. Usually,  a shock of wheat or o a t s  

would have perhaps two dozen o r  more bundles,  a l l  i n  one shock. 

Then, t o  keep t h e  r a i n  from soaking a l l  of them, you'd t ake  one 

of t h e  bundles and you'd break  t h e  s t r aw  on each s i d e  of t h e  b inder  

twine and spread it ou t  fan-shape and pu t  two o r  more of t hose  

spread out  ac ros s  t h e  top  of t h e  shock. And i f  i t  was w e l l  done, 

they would shed p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of t h e  r a i n  t h a t  f e l l  on t h a t  

shock, s o  t h a t  t h e  g ra in  would dry  out  i n  a s h o r t  t ime i f  t h e  wea- 

t h e r  was r i g h t .  Then, t h e  g r a i n  s tood  t h e r e  i n  t h e  shock u n t i l  

t h e  t h re sh ing  machine came around. 

Every neighborhood had one o r  two men w i t h  a mechanical t u r n  t h a t  

would buy and ope ra t e  a th re sh ing  o u t f i t .  The o u t f i t  included a 

steam engine and a th re sh ing  machine, and f o r  many yea r s ,  what 

they  c a l l e d  a s t r a w  s t a c k e r .  The s team engine had gears  s o  you 

could pu t  it i n  gear  and i t  would p u l l  i t s e l f  a long  from one farm 

t o  the other, and would a l s o  p u l l  a th re sh ing  machine and a s t r a w  

s t a c k e r  that would be hooked on behind it. Then, when they got  

t o  t h e  farm where t h e y ' r e  t o  s t a r t  t h r e sh ing  t h a t  farmer's crop, 

they  would set t h e  o u t f i t ,  as they c a l l e d  it. 
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The s t raw s t a c k e r  and t h e  th re sh ing  machine were operated by 

b e l t s  from t h e  engine. Some of t h e s e  b e l t s  would be about a 

hundred f e e t  long from t h e  engine t o  the  th re sh ing  machine. 

The f l y  wheel on t h e  engine and t h e  pu l l ey  on which t h e  b e l t  

opera ted  t h e  th re sh ing  machine had t o  be l i n e d  up p r e t t y  ac- 

c u r a t e l y  o r  t h e  b e l t  was run  o f f  of t h e  pu l l ey .  The same w a s  

t r u e  wi th  t h e  straw s t a c k e r ;  i t  had t o  b e  l i n e d  up wi th  a b e l t  

t h a t  ran  from t h e  th re sh ing  machine. So, they l i n e d  up t h e  

machine and were ready t o  s t a r t  t h e  job. 

Sometimes t h e  th re sh ing  machine o u t f i t  would move f r o m  one 

farm t o  another  l a t e  i n  t h e  day and by t h e  time they  got  t o  

t h e  next p l a c e  and got  l i n e d  up, it w a s  t ime f o r  t h e  neighbors  

t o  go home and s t a r t  doing t h e i r  chores .  So they wouldn't do 

any thresh ing .  They'd qui t  f o r  t h e  day--or maybe they 'd t h r e s h  

a l i t t l e  bi t - - then overn ight ,  t h e  wind would change and i n s t e a d  

of blowing from t h e  south,  i n  t h e  morning it might be  blowing 

from the nor th .  That was bad because when they  s e t  t h e  machine, 

they  t r i e d  t o  s e t  i t  s o  t h a t  t h e  wind would blaw from t h e  steam 

engine towards t h e  th re sh ing  machine--and then  t h e  straw s t a c k e r  

would be  beyond that--and a fog  of dust t h a t  t h e  th re sh ing  ma- 

ch ine  pu t  out would be blown back toward t h e  stack of straw at  

t h e  t a i l  end. 

In  my t i m e ,  t h e  t h re sh ing  machine had a p l a t fo rm on t h e  f r o n t  end. 

The man ope ra t ing  t h e  o u t f i t  h i r e d  two o r  more men t o  t a k e  t u r n s  

and s t and  on t h a t  p l a t fo rm and feed  t h e  g r a i n  i n t o  t h e  th re sh ing  

machine. These men were c a l l e d  feeders .  They would take one of 

t h e s e  bundles t h a t  had been hauled i n  from t h e  f i e l d  out  of t h e  
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shock, and they would push t h a t  bundle s o  t h a t  t h e  heads went i n  

a g a i n s t  one o r  more cy l inde r s ,  they c a l l e d  them, t h a t  were t u m -  

ing--they were r o t a t i n g  a t  high speed. They had p i n s  o r  prongs 

s t i c k i n g  ou t  of then ,  and when those  prongs h i t  t h e  head on a 

s t a l k  of wheat, they 'd knock i t  t o  pieces--they'd knock t h e  

g r a i n  out  of t h e  s h a f t .  

Then t h e  s t r aw  would be  pu l l ed  on through, and back of t h a t  were 

s i e v e s  and t h e  equipment t h a t  separa ted  t h e  g ra in  from t h e  s t r a w .  

The s t raw went on through, out  t h e  back end of t h e  s e p a r a t o r  in -  

t o  t h e  straw s t a c k e r  t h a t  l i f t e d  i t  up t o  t h e  top  of t h e  s t ack .  

The sepa ra to r  a l s o  had b i g  f a n s  i n  i t  t h a t  blew t h e  f i n e  chaff-- 

separated from t h e  wheat o r  t h e  oats--and t h e  g r a i n  came out  of 

t h e  chute down t o  t h e  bottom of t h e  s e p a r a t o r  i n t o  a baske t  o r  

tub  o r  i n t o  a sack. 

Years ago they used t o  sack a l o t  of i t ,  b u t  they got  t i r e d  of 

doing t h a t .  The newer brands of t h r e s h e r s  were mixed s e p a r a t o r s  

t h a t  would have a p ipe ,  o r  an e l e v a t o r ,  t h a t  would t ake  t h e  g ra in  

from the  chute  a t  t h e  bottom, where t h e  c l ean  g r a i n  came o u t ,  and 

e l e v a t e  i t  high enough so  i t  could j u s t  run down i n t o  a farm 

wagon. Then all they  had t o  do was d r i v e  t h e  wagon up t h e r e  and 

g e t  a wagon load  of the  threshed wheat o r  oa t s .  

On each side of t h i s  f eede r ' s  p la t form,  t h e r e  was another  l i t t l e  

p la t form where a band cutter--who they c a l l e d  a band cutter--stood. 

I n  f r o n t  of him t h e r e  would be  another  p la t form o r  l e v e l  p lace .  

When a wagon load of wheat o r  oats--in t h e  sheaf--came i n t o  t h e  



Gray Herndon 1 3  

th re sh ing  machine, they 'd d r i v e  the  wagon up a longs ide  t h a t  ma- 

chine and the  man t h a t  was ope ra t ing  the  bundle wagon would un- 

l oad  i t ,  a bundle a t  a  time. He operated wi th  a  p i t ch fo rk ,  of 

course,  and he 'd  throw a bundle down t h e r e  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  band 

c u t t e r .  The band c u t t e r  had a  good sharp  k n i f e  and he 'd  c u t  

t h e  b inder  twine t o  l e t  t h e  bundle e n t i r e l y  loose ,  and then  shove 

i t  over t o  t h e  f eede r  who fed  i t  i n t o  t h e  th re sh ing  machine. 

That w a s  one job I had. I went w i th  one of those  crews. I a c t e d  

a s  a band c u t t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  And one year ,  one season,  I 

went wi th  a crew from one p l ace  t o  another .  That was my bus iness ,  

a p ro fe s s iona l  band c u t t e r .  

How many people worked i n  one of  t hese  crews? How many men would 

i t  t ake?  

Well, 1 ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I remember. L e t ' s  s ee ,  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  

two f eede r s  because they  s p e l l e d  each o the r .  One f e l low cou ldn ' t  

work up the re ;  i t  was a d i r t y  job. A l l  t h e  d i r t  would fog  out  of 

t h a t  cy l inde r  r i g h t  i n  h i s  f ace .  There'd be  t w o  f eede r s ,  t he re ' d  be 

a t  l e a s t  two band c u t t e r s ,  t he re ' d  be t h e  engineer  t h a t  operated t h e  

engine, t he re ' d  be a man wi th  a water tank t o  h a u l  water f o r  t h e  en- 

g ine ,  and t he re ' d  be two men down he re  a t  t he  s epa ra to r .  Before they  

got  t h e  mechanical e l e v a t o r ,  t he re ' d  be  two men down the re .  There'd 

be two men on t h e  s t ack .  Now t h a t ' s  t en ,  right a t  t h e  machine. And 

t o  opera te ,  they usua l ly  had s i x  bundle wagons, and ou t  i n  the field, 

they usua l ly  had a t  l e a s t  two, sometimes, more, what they  c a l l  p i t c h e r s .  

P i t c h e r s  s tayed  on t h e  ground, took a p i t c h f o r k  and p i tched  t h e  
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bundles ou t  of t h e  shocks--you'd p i t c h  those  up on t h e  wagon. 

And t h e  guy t h a t  opera ted  t h e  bundle wagon would load  them on. 

They had t o  be placed s o  t h a t  they  would s t a y  i n  place while  

you drove t h e  wagon ac ros s  t h e  f i e l d .  Six men on a bundle wa- 

gon and a t  l e a s t  two p i t c h e r s ,  t h a t ' s  e i g h t  more--eighteen. 

I t ' d  t ake  e ighteen  o r  more men t o  ope ra t e  an o u t f i t .  

Q. Would you exchange l abo r?  

A. Oh, yes,  yes.  

Q. These men weren't  h i r e d  then? 

A. Some were h i r ed  t h a t  went w i t h  t h e  crew. The two t h a t  opera ted  

t h e  engine,  of course,  were h i red .  The f eede r s  were h i r e d ,  and 

t h e  two t h a t  measured the  g r a i n  as i t  came out  behind i t ,  those  

were h i r e d  r egu la r ly .  The s t r aw  s t a c k e r  was usua l ly  somebody 

t h a t  went a long t h a t  would t ake  t h a t  job ,  bu t  as I remember, he 

wasn't  p a r t  of t h e  crew. 

I s tacked  s t r a w  myself. When t h e  crew came t o  our  place and 

t h e r e  wasn't  anybody a long  t h a t  would t ake  t h e  job,  why, I was 

t h e  one t h a t  got t h e  job on t h e  s t raw s tack .  It wasn't  such 

a bad job. That is ,  a t  t imes i t  wasn't  a s  bad a job a s  some 

of t h e  o t h e r  jobs around t h e  threshing machine. A t  l e a s t  you 

were up t h e r e  where you could move around and you got  ou t  of a 

l o t  of t h e  dus t ,  go t  ou t  on t h e  s i d e  towards t h e  wind. The 

band c u t t e r s  and t h e  f eede r s  t h a t  worked r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  

mouth of t h e  th re sh ing  machine, they  had t h e  worst  job. I f  t h e  
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wind s h i f t e d ,  and t h e  wind blew from t h e  t a i l  end, i t  blew all 

t h a t  d i r t  r i g h t  back towards them. 

I ' v e  cu t  bands out  t h e r e  on a job where t h e  creek had been out  

of  bank and f looded t h e  land before  they cut the  g ra in  wi th  t h e  

binder .  So when t h e  creek went down and t h e  water  went away, 

they took t h a t  f i e l d  of wheat, pu t  i t  i n  a shock, and then t h e  

th re sh ing  o u t f i t  moved i n  t he re .  A l l  t h a t  g ra in  came i n  with a 

coa t  of dry mud, o r  d i r t ,  on every s t raw.  And when t h e  f eede r  

f e d  t h a t  i n t o  t h e  c y l i n d e r  on t h e  th re sh ing  machine--it happened 

t h a t  w e  s tayed  overnight  on t h a t  job,and i n  t h e  morning t h e  wind 

w a s  blowing from t h e  t a i l  end--there were times when I was stand- 

ing  on t h e  band c u t t e r s '  s i d e  and I couldn ' t  s e e  t h e  guy on the  

o t h e r  s i d e .  It was t h a t  d i r t y  and dusty.  

END OF TAPE 

Q. How was g ra in  s to red?  Were t h e r e  e l e v a t o r s  i n  those  days? 

A. Oh, yes ,  t h e r e  were g ra in  e l e v a t o r s  a t  sh ipping  p o i n t s ,  p r e t t y  

much a s  they a r e  now. On t h e  farm, t h e  g ra in  w a s  simply hauled 

i n  and shoveled i n t o  a b i g  b i n  t h a t  would keep i t  from l eak ing  

ou t ;  i t  was s t o r e d  i n  bulk. 

Q. Would you keep t h e s e  b ins  on t h e  farm? 

A. Oh, yes.  

Q. More so  than  today? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. To go back t o  t h e  th re sh ing  just a minute,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  opera- 

t i o n  was moxe dangerous t o  t h e  workers than  t h e  t r a c t o r s  a r e  today? 

A. Well, I don' t  t h ink  so ,  i t  was all machinery. It had l o t s  of 

b e l t s  and a l o t  of i t  was i n  motion, bu t  no, I don ' t  t h ink  i t  w a s  

much more dangerous. 

Q. It seems t o  me t h a t  I've read somewhere t h a t  farming i s  one of 

t h e  most dangerous occupat ions.  

A. Well, i t  i s , because  they use  machinery i n  s o  many d i f f e r e n t  ways; 

s o  many d i f f e r e n t  machines, t h e r e ' s  j u s t  s o  many th ings  t h a t  can 

go wrong, 

Q. As t h e  t h r e s h e r  moved from farm t o  farm, was t h e r e  eve r  any r i v a l r y  

t o  g e t  t h e  t h r e s h e r  t o  your f a r m  before  your neighbor,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

if t h e  weather w a s  t h r ea t en ing?  Did t h i s  ever  c r e a t e  bad f e e l i n g s ?  

A. Oh, sometimes there was some competit ion, bu t  no th ing  came of i t .  

So f a r  a s  t h e  weather goes, t h e s e  th re sh ing  machines could ope ra t e  

c l e a r  up i n t o  win te r  weather,  s o  long as t h e  g ra in  i n  t h e  shock 

wasn't  wet o r  damp o r  had snow on it--of course then  they  couldn ' t  

do anything. But cold weather d i d n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h a t  opera t ion .  

Q. Which kinds of f r u i t  were most cownonly r a i s e d ?  

A. Well, most farms had a few app le  t r e e s ,  u sua l ly  a tree o r  two 

t h a t  would bea r  app l e s  t h a t  would g e t  r i p e  about August. W e  

always had f r u i t  t r ee s , and  some years ,  we'd have wagon loads  of 

winter apples .  We s t o r e d  some of those  down i n  t h e  basement a t  

t h e  house, and took some t o  t h e  d l 1  somewhere within dr iv ing  
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d i s t ance .  There w a s  u sua l ly  someone ope ra t ing  a c i d e r  m i l l ,  s o  

we'd gel: a b a r r e l  o r  two, maybe more, of apple  c ide r .  

W e  u sua l ly  had a f e w  cherry t r e e s ,  of course;  we picked what we 

wanted t o  use,  o r  can t o  preserve  f o r  use dur ing  t h e  r e s t  of the 

year .  And w e  u sua l ly  had some peach t r e e s .  On t h e  Old Home 

Farm we a l s o  had plums,  and I remember w e  had some quinces,  and 

some raspber ry  bushes. Some f o l k s  had b l ackbe r r i e s .  On t h e  Old 

Home Farm, we went ou t  t o  t h e  t imber p a s t u r e  and got  our  black- 

b e r r i e s ,  wild b l ackbe r r i e s .  

Q. How about vege tab les?  Would you r a i s e  most of your own? 

A. Everybody had a b i g  garden, r a i s e d  vegetab les ,  l e t t u c e  and peas 

and r ad i shes  and beans and cabbage and tomatoes. 

Q, Would you r a i s e  j u s t  enough for your fami ly  o r  would you r a i s e  

them a l s o  t o  s e l l ?  

A. Oh, no, w e  d i d n ' t  raise any t o  sell. 

Q. When, i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country,  d id  t h e  use  of t i l i n g  f o r  

drainage begin? Were your farms t i l e d , o r  wasn't  i t  necessary? 

A. Yes. The land  wasn ' t  t i l e d  when my f a t h e r  bought i t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  

t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  we  did.  That ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  he  d id ,  w a s  h i r e  

a man t o  t i l e  the land. A t  one t i m e  we farmed some land t h a t  be- 

longed t o  my mother's f a t h e r ,  my grandfa ther  on t h a t  s i d e .  

Q. What was h i s  name? 

A. H i s  name was Ha t l e r ,  Granville Ha tler. He was broi ught t o  this 
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county when he was j u s t  a tanall k id .  H e  had an o l d e r  s i s t e r  and 

they came t o  t h i s  county, I th ink ,  i n  t h e  1830's. Anyway, when 

they came h e r e  most of t h e  land  had been taken by t h e  e a r l i e r  

s e t t l e r s .  Most of t h e  land  a long  t h e  creeks--around Horse Creek, 

Brush Creek, and Clear  Creek and t h e  South Fork of Sangamon River-- 

had been purchased from t h e  government by t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t t l e r s  

because t h e  e a r l i e r  settlers had t o  have wood. 

They had t o  have wood f o r  a number of th ings .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ace ,  

t h e r e  wasn't  any f u e l  a v a i l a b l e  except  t h e  wood. They had noth ing  

wi th  which t o  make fences ,  except  r a i l s  s p l i t  ou t  of t h e  f o r e s t  

t r e e s .  The houses af t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were a l l  l o g  houses,  made 

ou t  of l ogs  they c u t  down. So t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  always picked a 

p i e c e  of land  wi th  f i n e  t imber on it. It must have been magnifi- 

cen t  t imber.  I've seen  some patches of o ld  t imber ,  tremendous 

trees, just growing s t r a i g h t  up, you know, way up. 

Well, anyway, when my f o l k s  got  here, t h e  good land 

had a l r eady  been taken and they  went ou t  i n  t h e  south  p a r t  of t h e  

county and s e t t l e d  on some land  out  t he re .  It had a l i t t l e  r o l l  

t o  i t ;  t h a t  is, i t  wasn ' t  p e r f e c t l y  f l a t ,  but most of t he  land 

around t h e r e  was almost as f l a t  a s  t h e  s u r f a c e  of water  i t s e l f .  

And i t  w a s  swampy. 

After I got t h e  money t o  buy anything,  I bought a p i ece  of land 

up i n  t h e  no r th  p a r t  of t h e  county. I had one of t h e  engineers  

f rom t h e  Pub l i c  Serv ice  Company go up t h e r e  one Sunday and we 

ran a l e v e l  ac ros s  t h a t  land.  There wasn't  one s p o t  i n  h a l f  a 

mi le  t h a t  was more than  e i g h t  inches  h igher  than  t h e  lowest spo t .  
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That land w a s  j u s t  t h a t  l e v e l ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way a l o t  05 t h i s  

p r a i r i e  l and  was. 

 hat's t h e  way most of t h e  land  was around t h e  farm t h a t  my grand- 

f a t h e r ' s  f a t h e r  had picked ou t  and s e t t l e d  on. It was a l l  covered 

wi th  p r a i r i e  g ra s s ,  coarse  g ra s s  t h a t  threw up a heavy growth. 

Some of i t  would s t and  h ighe r  than  a man's head. They had t o  g e t  

t h a t  broken before  they could plow t h e  l and  wi th  an ord inary  plow, 

and they had s p e c i a l  k inds  of plows t o  do t h a t .  Anyway, he  moved 

on t h e  land and I don ' t  know how he got  him a house o r  what kind 

i t  was, but  anyway, they s t a x t e d  l i v i n g  there .  

The mosquitoes were bad; t h e  country w a s  f u l l  of malar ia .  It 

might have been a l i t t l e  over  a yea r ,  a s  I remember it,it was less 

than  a yea r ,  i n  less than a y e a r  he had d i ed  of malar ia .  H i s  w i f e  

had d ied ,  my g randfa the r ' s  s i s t e r  had d ied ;  they were a l l  dead 

b u t  my grandfa ther  and a younger b ro the r  of h i s .  The boys were 

taken by some r e l a t i v e s  that l i v e d  down i n  Greene County. They 

were taken down there and t he  f o l k s  down there r a i s e d  them u n t i l  

they were b i g  enough t o  go t o  work. So t h a t ' s  what happened out  

i n  t h a t  p r a i r i e  country. 

Q. Did you eve r  s e e  p r a i r i e  grass?  

A. Yes, Not very much of i t ,  b u t  I've seen  j u s t  a clump o r  two i n  

t h e  o l d  fence  row. My grandfa ther  s a i d  t h a t  i n  those  days, i f  

they had t o  travel f a r  ac ros s  t h a t  f l a t  country i n  t h e  summertime, 

they usua l ly  rode a horse.  They went on horseback--they could 



Gray Herndon 20 

g e t  through it b e t t e r  t h a t  way--and they went a t  n igh t .  Well, 

why d i d  they go a t  n i g h t ?  Because t h a t  p r a i r i e  g ra s s  and those  

swamps were f u l l  of d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of  bugs bes ides  mosquitoes. 

One th ing  t h a t  was common out  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  g ra s s  was what they 

c a l l e d  a d e e r f l y .  

Only once I ' v e  seen  d e e r f l i e s .  I w a s  a k id .  It wasn't  on my 

g randfa the r ' s  f i r s t  farm, b u t  on another  one my grandfa ther  bought 

i n  t h a t  neighborhood. I had my o ld  team; t h e  k i d s  got t h e  team 

of o ld  mares t h a t  you couldn ' t  s c a r e  w i th  anything. But anyway, 

I w a s  plowing w i t h  a team of s ad ,  o ld  mares and a long  c a m e  a 

couple of t h e s e  d e e r f l i e s .  They were a l i t t l e  b i t  b igge r ,  as I 

remember i t ,  a t  l e a s t  they  were longer  than  t h e  common housefly,  

and they were green, a t  l e a s t  most of t h e  body w a s  green, and 

they  were slimmer. But one of those  f l i e s  would b i t e  one of 

those  o ld  mare's h i p s .  The f l y ' d  l i g h t  t he re ,  and b i t e  t h a t  old 

mare and she  would jump and squirm,and where he b i t  h e r  he 'd  go 

through t h e  h i d e  and t h e  blood would run out  of t h a t  horse  from 

t h a t  f l y  b i t e .  Course, I got  ou t  t h e r e  and k i l l e d  them as soon 

as I could, as soon a s  I could ge t  a good swat a t  them.   hat's 

the only time I eve r  saw any of t hose  f l i e s ,  b u t  my grandfa ther  

s a i d  they were common. And those f l a t  s t r e t c h e s  of land--some 

of them were r e a l l y  swamps, they had water  i n  them most year  

around. 

I ; When my grandfa ther  got  b i g  enough, he came back from Greene 

I 
County. I don' t  know whether he got  married be fo re  he  came 

L -- 
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back, but anyway, he came back t o  t h a t  same farm out  t h e r e ,  same 

land.  But by t h a t  t ime, l o t s  of t h ings  had changed; a l l  t h e  

land  around t h e r e  had been bought up and t h e  p r a i r i e  g r a s s  mostly 

had been plowed up and a l o t  of t hose  p g s t s  disappeared.  There 

were s t i l l  r a t t l e snakes - - fu l l  of ra t t lesnakes- -but  t h e  people s t i l l  

l i v e d  out  there .  

Severa l  of my aun t s  were born out  t he re .  My o l d e s t  aunt ,  i n  t h a t  

family,  was l i v i n g  ou t  t h e r e  u n t i l  she  was o ld  enough t o  go t o  

school .  I don ' t  know where t h e  school  was, bu t  of course i n  those  

days, t h e  k i d s  had t o  walk t o  school.  Nobody eve r  thought of such 

a t h i n g  a s  hau l ing  a k i d  t o  school, So, she  walked wi th  some o t h e r  

kids t o  school ,  and going home one n i g h t  a r a t t l e s n a k e  b i t  her.  

They got h e r  t o  some neighbor,  he  h i t ched  up a team and hu r r i ed  

h e r  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  doc tor  and s h e  go t  over  it. She l i v e d  t o  be 

an o ld  woman, b u t  she  got b i t t e n  by a r a t t l e s n a k e ,  a l l  r i g h t .  

Q. When d id  your f a t h e r  t i l e  h i s  land?  I t a k e  i t  your grandfa ther  

never  t i l e d  h i s ?  

A. No, but  on t h a t  New Ci ty  place. .  . . W e  were t h e r e  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' ~ ~  

1890-something, and then w e  moved back t o  t h e  Old Home Farm. . . . 
I don' t  remember whether t h a t  w a s  t h e  end of 1900,or 1901. 

Q. It t akes  a tremendous c a p i t a l  ou t l ay ,  I understand, t o  t i le .  

A. No. 

Q. No? 

A. No. There used t o  be  l i t t l e  b r i c k  and t i l e  f a c t o r i e s  he re  and 
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there,and those  l i t t l e  p l a n t s  u sua l ly  got  equipment with which 

they could make t i l e  of t h e  s i z e  t h a t  was used around here.  

Q, About how b i g  i n  diameter  i s  t h a t ?  

A. Oh, t h a t  ran  up t o  ten o r  twelve inches  f o r  t h e  b igger  t i l e .  And 

t h a t  t i l e ,  of course,  cos t  a whole l o t  more than  a l i t t l e  f ive-  

i nch  one, because i t  took more c l ay ,  they were ha rde r  t o  handle,  

they were ha rde r  t o  bum.  I'm n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I remember what t h e  

t i l e  d id  c o s t ,  bu t  a t  one t i m e ,  we had s e v e r a l  car loads  of t i l e  

shipped i n  from some p l a n t  over  i n  Indiana. They were mostly ten- 

i nch  t i l e s ,  and i n s t e a d  of being t h e  ord inary  length--as I re-  

member, t h e  ord inary  t i l e  was t e n  o r  twelve inches  long--these 

t i l e  were twice a s  long  and they were hard burned. Lots  of t h e  

d r a i n  t i l e s  t h a t  were used were made of ord inary  I l l i n o i s  c l ay ,  

and they were burned about l i k e  an ord inary  b u i l d i n g  b r i c k  i n  

those  days. They were s o f t  burned. 

I'm no t  a b r i c k l a y e r ,  1 don' t  know, bu t  a s  I understand i t ,  you 

can hard burn clay by simply i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  h e a t  when you burn 

them. And, if you want a b r i c k  t o  u se  i n  pavement, you g e t  a 

hard burned b r i c k ,  t hey ' r e  hard. But a d r a i n  t i l e ,  you take it 

out  and you bury it i n  t h e  ground, and a s o f t  burned t i l e  w i l l  

l e t  some of t h e  water  seep r i g h t  through it. Otherwise, t h e  

water gets i n  only at  t h e  j o i n t ,  where one t i l e  i s  bu t t ed  a g a i n s t  

another  . 

So most of t h e  o ld  d r a i n  t i l e ,  i n  those  days, were not  hard burned, 
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and a l o t  of them were made i n  a l i t t l e  plant--there used t o  be 

a p l a n t  ou t  a t  Rochester.  I don't  remember about Pawnee, bu t  

nea r ly  every l i t t l e  town l i k e  t h a t  had a br ickyard  o r  a t i l e  

p l a n t .  The o l d  s e t t l e r s  even had p o t t e r y  works araund i n  some 

p l aces  i n  Sangamon County, way back t h e r e  be fo re  d r a i n  t i l e  

became common. There used t o  be a crossroads--that i s n ' t  even 

a crossroads  today--out he re  i n  t h e  south  p a r t  of t h e  county, 

Sangamn, t h a t  used t o  have s e v e r a l  res idences  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  a 

group, and i t  went by t h e  name of Pensacola.  It had a l i t t l e  

p o t t e r y  works of some kind.  They made jugs and j a r s  f o r  t h e  

s e t t l e r s .  The e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  d i d n ' t  have such th ings  a s  g l a s s  

jars; g l a s s  b o t t l e s  weren ' t  t oo  common. I f  you wanted a jar 

of any s i z e ,  i t  was p o t t e r y .  A l l  the farmers ,  t h e  e a r l y  farmers ,  

had j a r s ;  they  had two-gallon j a r s ,  th ree-ga l lon  j a r s ,  f i ve -  

ga l lon  j a r s ,  b igger  jars. 

END OF TAPE 

Q. We were d i scuss ing  t i l i n g .  

A. P o t t e r y  works ou t  i n  Pensacola.  O f  course,  i t ' s  gone yea r s  ago. 

It was gone be fo re  my time. 

Q. You say t h e r e  were p o t t e r y  works s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  county? 

Were they us ing  t h e  n a t u r a l  c l a y ?  

A. Yes. I don't  know where any o t h e r s  were loca t ed ,  bu t  I ' m  s u r e  

i t  wasn't  anyth ing  very uncommon. 

Q. Did they make b r i c k  a l s o ?  



Gray Herndon 24 

A. They d i d n ' t  ou t  t he re .  They j u s t  made jugs and j a r s .  You s e e  

p o t t e r y ,  t h e  ord inary  p o t t e r y ,  t o  be u s e f u l  is  salt  glazed. 

Q. S a l t ?  I'm no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  p o t t e r y .  

A. Well, you shouldn ' t  have been a b l e  t o  grow up without  knowing 

t h a t  much about  po t t e ry .  ( l augh te r )  But jars and jugs and crocks,  

you know, they have a sh iny  s u r f a c e  on them, t h a t ' s  t h e  glaze.  

How t o  make glazed p o t t e r y  w a s  discovered over i n  England, n o t  

t oo  many hundred yea r s  ago. A s  I understand i t ,  t h e  a n c i e n t s  

d i d n ' t  know how, and t h e  s t o r y  i s  that they had works i n  England 

where they  had good clay; they worked t h e  c l ay  and they  made 

v e s s e l s  of  d i f f e r e n t  k inds ,  and burned them i n  a k i l n  l i k e  you 

burn a br ick .  

Somewhere over  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were two fe l lows  t h a t  were competi tors  

ope ra t ing  k i l n s  t o  burn t h i s  s t u f f .  They got  mad a t  each o t h e r ,  

and one of them took a box of s a l t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l ow ' s  k i l n  

whi le  i t  was opera t ing .  H e  had a f i r e  going i n  t h e r e ;  i t  was burn- 

i n g  whatever he had i n  t h e  k i l n ,  and t h i s  f e l l ow threw t h e  box of 

salt i n  t h e r e  on t h e  f i r e  t o  des t roy  t h a t  k i l n  f u l l  of whatever 

i t  was they were burning. Well, t h e  k i l n  was opera t ing ,  i t  was 

a l r eady  ho t  a s  could be and i t  vaporized t h e  s a l t  and t h e  fumes 

went through the  k i l n .  When it  cooled o f f  and they took t h e  

s t u f f  o u t ,  i t  a l l  had a f i r s t  c l a s s  glaze on i t  and everyone was 

su rp r i zed .  This f e l l ow e i t h e r  f i gu red  ou t ,  o r  he t o l d  somebody 

what he  had done, and of course they pu t  two and two toge the r ,  

and t h a t ' s  t h e  way they learned  how t o  s a l t  g l aze  crockery. I 
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guess t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t ' s  done today, 

Q. You s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  t i l i n g  was not  d read fu l ly  expensive. Where 

d id  I g e t  t h a t  mistaken i d e a  from, do you suppose? 

A. From what they have t o  pay today. A s  I remember, those t i les  

that t h e  f o l k s  shipped i n  from Indiana--those b i g  ten-inch ones,  

two f e e t  long--cost about a d o l l a r  f o r  a two-foot t i l e .  1 could 

be mistaken about t h a t .  

Ord ina r i l y ,  t o  t i l e  a p i ece  of land ,  you d i d n ' t  pu t  i n  t o o  many 

l i n e s ,  o r  what they c a l l  s t r i n g s  of t i l e .  fig you have a f i e l d  

t h a t  doesn ' t  d r a i n  very w e l l ,  b u t  i t  has  some s lope  t o  i t  when 

you have a b i g  rain t h e  w a t e r  runs  down t o  t h e  low p lace ,  and 

then  j u s t  meanders down, fol lows t h e  low p lace  onto  t h e  lower 

ground, g e t s  away. If t h e r e ' s  enough s l o p e  t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e  water  

g e t s  away i n  j u s t  a ma t t e r  of a few hours ,  &a i t  hasn ' t  h u r t  

anything. Of course,  t h e  ground a l l  g e t s  soaking wet, but  then  

you want i t  soaking wet,  now and then. Where t h e  f a l l  i s  s o  

s l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  water  doesn ' t  run  away--it s t ands  t h e r e ,  maybe 

t h e r e  w i l l  be s p o t s  where i t  w i l l  s t and  f o r  s e v e r a l  days--that 's  

bad, t h a t  k i l l s  t h e  crop t h a t  w a s  growing the re .  

So i n  most cases ,  t o  t i l e  that f i e l d ,  you got  enough t i l e  t o  

run a s t r i n g  up t h a t  s w a l e ,  up t h a t  low p lace .  You followed 

i t  wi th  your t i l e  and you p u t  t h e  t i l e  underground, sometimes 

t h r e e  f e e t .  Sometimes you pu t  i t  a whole l o t  deeper  because 

you had t o  p u t  i t  deeper i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  drainage.  A s t r i n g  of 

t i l e  has t o  s l o p e  downhill  o r  i t  doesn ' t  do any good. Bd some 

- 
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p l aces  you might have t o  pu t  your t i l e  down s i x  o r  e i g h t  feet o r  

even deeper than  t h a t .  

In  a few cases  . . . I don ' t  t h i n k  I know of any cases  except  one. 

Out he re  on t h e  f l a t  l and ,  south  of New Ci ty ,  t h e r e  used t o  be  

a well-to-do farmer named Babb. He owned q u i t e  a b i t  of t h a t  l e v e l  

land  and had a good income; t h a t ' s  what he d i d  wi th  his money, 

buy some more l e v e l  land. Some of t hose  farms he  bought had no 

t i l e  i n  them and were. too  wet. He h i r e d  a man t o  p u t  i n  a l i n e  

of t i l e  r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  a long  from one end of h i s  f i e l d  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  

connected up wi th  some o u t l e t s .  He l a i d  another  p a r a l l e l  w i th  

t h e  f i r s t  one, j u s t  fou r  rods  apart-- just  one surveyor ' s  chain-- 

t h e r e ' d  be another  one. Four rods f u r t h e r  over ,  t he re ' d  be another  

s t r i n g  of t i l e .  H e  t i l e d  some of t h a t  land  ou t  t h e r e ,  south  of 

New Ci ty ,  wi th  t h a t  much t i l e .  It's doubt fu l  whether he had any 

b i g  advantage by p u t t i n g  i n  s o  much, because you can g e t  your land  

too  dry a s  w e l l  as g e t t i n g  i t  too  w e t .  

Were most of t h e s e  farms owner-operated? 

Well, most a l l  of them were. (Phone r i n g s .  ) 

We were t a l k i n g  about whether t h e  farmers owned t h e i r  own land ,  

I n  o t h e r  words, were t h e r e  l o t s  of sharecroppers  o r  people l ea s -  

i n g  land  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

Sharecroppers w e r e  n o t  uncommon and perhaps when i?s added up more 

land  w a s  l e a sed  than  was farmed by t h e  owner h imsel f .  That would 

be more of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  l e v e l  p a r t  of t h e  country, because 
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t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  a long  t h e  c reeks ,  most of them, had sma l l e r  

farms and l i v e d  on i t  themselves. They d idn ' t  r e n t  them out  be- 

cause usua l ly  i t  was r o l l i n g  land  and timber s o i l ;  i f  you ren ted  

i t  ou t ,  i n  a few yea r s  t h e  land would be ruined by t h e  way t h e  

t enan t  opera ted  i t ,  and you'd l o s e  t h e  b igge r  p a r t  of t h e  va lue  

you had i n  t h e  farm. So, most of t h e  l a r g e r  r en t ed  land would 

be  out  i n  t h e  f l a t  country,  where t h e  farms were usua l ly  l a r g e r  

and t h e r e  wasn't  much t h a t  t h e  t enan t  could do t o  des t roy  t h e  

l and  i t s e l f .  But a long  streams, where t h e  t imber  grew, t h e  s o i l  

w a s  what they c a l l  t imber s o i l .  It was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  b l ack  

p r a i r i e  land  and i t  was s u b j e c t  t o  e ros ion .  You'd plow up t h e  

s i d e  of a h i l l  of t imber  s o i l  and a b i g  ra in  would come a long  

and wash a l o t  of i t  down i n t o  t h e  creek. 

Q. Who were t h e  owners of t h e  l a r g e  l e v e l  s t r e t c h e s ?  Were they  

town people o r  were they  o t h e r  farmers? 

A. Well, no th ing  uniform about  t h a t  e i t h e r .  Babb l i v e d  out  t h e r e  

on h i s  land ,  b u i l t  himself  a b i g  house. There used t o  be  a family 

named Brainard,  some of them l i v e d  h e r e  i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  some l i v e d  

up i n  Lincoln, i n  Logan County, B l l i n o i s J .  Now, some members of 

t h e  family l i v e d  out  i n  t h e  country. They b u i l t  themselves a n i c e  

house, bu t  they d i d n ' t  farm t h e  land themselves.  They ren ted  i t  

out .  There wasn't  any r u l e  o r  uniformity about it, anymore than  

t h e r e  is  today. 

Q. How l a r g e  w a s  t he  s i z e  of  t h e  f i e l d s ?  

A. Oh, f i e l d s  were a l l  sizes. 
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Q. Are they l a r g e r  today, do you th ink?  

A. Most of them are l a r g e r ,  because back p r i o r  t o  t h e  1890 t s ,  one 

man wi th  a team of horses  could ope ra t e  about t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  

a c r e s  of c u l t i v a t e d  land.  That would inc lude  h i s  corn, i t  

usua l ly  wouldn't  i nc lude  a  f i e l d  of wheat, bu t  o a t s  t h a t  were 

sown i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  o a t s  and corn. 

Q. So as machinery came i n t o  use,  t h e  f i e l d s  even i n  t h i s  p a r t  of 

t h e  country grew i n  size, a s  d id  t h e  farms. 

A. Oh, yes .  

Q ,  Did they p l a n t  wheat i n  t h e  f a l l ?  

A. They d id  i n  t h i s  s ec t ion .  It w a s  what they  c a l l  w in t e r  wheat 

and t h a t ' s  mostly what 's  sowed around here now. I don ' t  know 

of any case  where a  farmer i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  country p lan ted  

sp r ing  wheat, they j u s t  d i d n ' t  do i t .  They p l an ted  wheat i n  t h e  

f a l l ,  i t  came up and made some growth i n  t h e  f a l l .  But s p r i n g  

wheat w a s  what they p lan ted  out  i n  Kansas, o r  up i n  Nebraska and 

t h e  Dakotas. 

Q. Were g r a s s  waterways used a t  a l l  i n  t h e  1890 t s?  

A. Very few, very few people used a g r a s s  waterway. I pu t  i n  a 

grass waterway i n  a  p i ece  of land out  t h e r e  nea r  Pawnee. It 

jo ined  some of t h a t  land  t h a t  Babb owned and i t  had a swale t h a t  

came down. When i t  ra ined ,  why t h e  water  ran  down t h a t ,  t h e r e ' d  

be enough water  t h a t  i f  t h e  f i e l d  had been c u l t i v a t e d ,  i t  would 
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have washed some of t h a t  s o i l  r i g h t  o f f .  I had t h e  t enan t  pu t  

g r a s s  i n  that: low p l a c e w M r e  t h e  water  ran.  W e  got  a good s t and  

of g r a s s  and j u s t  l e t  i t  grow--Timothy. I t ' d  grow a f o o t  o r  two 

f e e t  h igh  and a b i g  r a i n ' d  come and wash down over i t  and l a y  i t  

down f l a t ,  maybe, and f i l l  i t  wi th  mud t h a t  had been washed o f f  

t he  f i e l d .  I be l i eve  t h a t ' s  the first waterway I know anything 

about.  

What year  w a s  t h a t ?  

That was s i n c e  1900, of course.  That could have been a s  l a t e  

as 1914. 

You were one of t h e  e a r l y  ones t o  use  i t ,  weren't  you? 

It may have been common i n  o t h e r  p l aces ,  i t  wasn't  around here .  

But I knew they had i t  i n  o t h e r  p l aces .  So f a r  as t h i s  t imber  

s o i l  and t h i s  r o l l i n g  l and  i s  concerned, I don' t  know of anyone 

that eve r  pu t  i n  a grass waterway. Some p l a c e s ,  t h e  speed of 

t h e  water  would be s o  f a s t  a g r a s s  waterway wouldn't  do what you 

had t o  accomplish. There'd be s o  .much water  come down s o  f a s t ,  

i t ' d  even wash off  t h e  grass .  

What d i d  you use  t o  d iv ide  f i e l d s  way back i n  1890? Was a hedge- 

row used? 

Oh, yes.  I n  t h a t  f l a t  country t h e r e  were l o t s  of hedge. 

Osage Orange? 

Yes, Osage Orange. You know, i n  o rde r  t o  make a fence out  of Osage . . . 
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f o r  yea r s  they  took t h e  Osage sp rou t s  and p lan ted  them and they 

waited u n t i l  those  grew up, u n t i l  they were t e n ,  twelve, f i f t e e n  

f e e t  high maybe, j u s t  s t r a i g h t  stems. Then they 'd  go i n  and 

s t a r t  a t  one end of a fence ,  and they would c u t  each one of those  

hedge t r e e s .  They'd c u t  i t  down c l o s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  

ground, h a l f  a f o o t  above t h e  ground, maybe. ~ ! I h e y ' ~  j u s t  take 

an  axe and hack i t ;  they wouldn't cu t  i t  i n  two, maybe they 'd 

cu t  i t  halfway i n  two. Then they 'd have t o  t r i m  o f f  some of t h e  

bushy top ,  of course.  ~ h e y ' d  bend t h a t  t r e e  back as f l a t  a s  they 

could g e t  i t  t o  t h e  ground. Then, of course,  you came along t o  

t h e  next  one, i t  was l a i d  on top  of t h e  f i r s t  one and LtherJ on 

t o  t h e  next  one. That was what they  c a l l e d  l ay ing  t h e  hedge. 

I n  t h a t  way, they  would g e t  a fence t h a t  was c l o s e  enough, t h e  

openings w e r e  small enough, t h a t  i t  would t u r n  c a t t l e  o r  horses  

o r  sheep and most hogs. 

Af t e r  they  go t  t h e  hedge l a i d ,  t hese  l imbs that had been l a i d  

would send out  branches, and those  shoots  would grow s t r a i g h t  up. 

The lower ones might send a branch up through what was above i t ,  

and even tua l ly ,  if i t  d i d n ' t  d i e  ou t ,  you'd have a f i n e  t h i c k  

hedge t h a t ' d  t u r n  anything. Of course,  every yea r ,  o r  almost 

every yea r ,  they had t o  go along those  hedge fences  and t r i m  t h e  

new growth. Otherwise, they 'd  grow up f i f t e e n  f e e t  t a l l  again.  

  hat's t h e  way they got hedge fences  u n t i l  a long i n  t h e  1890's.  

There 's  a man l i v e d  down h e r e  a t  Chatham. He went t o  work and 

he  f i x e d  a machine made out  of wood. It was he ld  toge the r  by 

t h i c k  wooden beams and he had r o l l e r s ,  wooden r o l l e r s ,  f i x e d  i n  
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t h a t  machine s o  t h a t  he  could p u l l  t h a t  up and s t a r t  i t  i n  a t  t h e  

end of one of t hese  hedge fences.  ~ e ' d  g e t  h i s  machine t o  s t r a d -  

d l e  t h a t  fence even before  t h e  fence had eve r  been l a i d ,  when i t  

w a s  growing up t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t  and had a l o t  of brush on top .  

He'd put  enough horses  on each s i d e  of t h e  hedge t h a t  he could 

pull t h a t  machine along.  And i t  was heavy enough and .those r o l l e r s  

were b i g  enough, t h a t  when they hacked those  hedge t r e e s  a t  t h e  

bottom a l i t t l e  b i t - - i f  they weren ' t  t oo  b i g  they d i d n ' t  even have 

t o  hack them a t  a l l .  ~ h e y ' d  p u l l - t h a t  machine a long  and i t  would 

mash t h a t  hedge down t o  s ay  fou r  and a h a l f  f e e t ,  some such he igh t ,  

what you wanted. The r o l l e r s  on t h e  s i d e  would crowd t h e  brush 

i n  then  when t h e  machine went by, it l e f t  behind i t  a hedge fence 

t h a t  was th i ck .  

Before t h e  machine r e l ea sed  t h e  hedge, he would wire  i t  toge the r ,  

he re  and t h e r e  along,  so  i t  couldn ' t  spring up aga in ,  i t  s tayed  

the re .  That machine was used p r e t t y  ex t ens ive ly  and, ma t t e r  of 

f a c t ,  t h e  only r e a l  good hedge fences  t h a t  I: eve r  saw were ones 

t h a t  had been l a i d  w i th  t h a t  machine. They d i d n ' t  have ho le s  i n  

them, they d i d n ' t  even develop ho le s  because t h e r e  w a s  t oo  much 

brush. 

END OF TAPE 

A. These days a farmer has machinery and equipment t o  do a l o t  of 

t h ings  t h a t  he used t o  have t o  do by hand. The o ld  farm wagon 

t h a t  they used on t h e  farm was moved around by h i t c h i n g  a team 

of ho r ses  t o  i t .  The horses  pu l l ed  i t  around where you wanted 

it. The wagon had a box--or a bed we c a l l e d  it--that f i t  on a 
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p a r t  of t h e  wagon t h a t  was removable. I f  t h e  wagon bed d i d n ' t  

hold a s  much as you wanted t o  h a u l  and the load wasn't  t o o  heavy, 

you had s ideboards ,  they c a l l e d  them, t h a t  yau put  on t o p  of t h e  

s i d e  of t h a t  wagon box and t h a t  made t h e  box j u s t  t h a t  much deeper.  

Most farm wagons had enough of those  s ideboards t h a t  by p u t t i n g  

more than one of t hose  s ideboards  on each p a r t  of t h e  wagon box, 

you could b u i l d  i t  up u n t i l  t h a t  box was fou r  f e e t  deep o r  deeper 

and, of course,  [it] held  j u s t  t h a t  much more g r a i n  o r  whatever 

you were haul ing.  

But i f  you were haul ing  something l i k e  f ence  rails o r  lumber o r  

po le s ,  you took t h e  wagon box o f f  e n t i r e l y  and what you had l e f t  

w e r e  j u s t  t h e  wheels wi th  t h e  a x l e s  and t h e  connect ing p a r t s .  

They c o n s t i t u t e d  what we c a l l e d  t h e  running gears  and you loaded 

t h e  po le s  o r  r a i l s  r i g h t  on t h e  b o l s t e r s  on those  running gears  

without  any box o r  bed, p i l e d  them on the re .  To ge t  t h e  box of f  

of t h e  running gea r s ,  you had t o  j u s t  l i f t  i t  o f f  and i t  usua l ly  

took a t  l e a s t  two people t o  ge t  t h a t  box o f f .  It was p r e t t y  heavy, 

and the  only way they had t o  ge t  it  o f f  w a s  t o  j u s t  g e t  enough 

manpower t o  l i f t  it. 

When I was out  t o  a farm at Athens j u s t  about t e n  days ago, t h e  

farmer ou t  t h e r e  had a heavy metal  water  tank t h a t  must have 

weighed a t  l e a s t  a ton  and he wanted t o  load t h a t  onto a  t ruck .  

In s t ead  of g e t t i n g  enough men t o  l i f t  i t  onto t h e  truak he put  

a cha in  under i t ,  hooked t h a t  chain under i t ,  hooked t h a t  cha in  

onto  a l i f t  device on h i s  t r a c t o r  and t h e  t r a c t o r  j u s t  l i f t e d  
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t h e  tank up i n  t h e  a i r .  They r an  t h e t r ~ k  under i t  and l e t  i t  

down on t h e  t ruck .  Nobody had t o  e x e r t  himself a t  a l l  and they  

had t h e  job done. 

Q. Did you use windmills on your farm fox water?  

A. No, we d i d n ' t  have any windmill  on ou r  p lace .  There were wind- 

d l l s  he re  and t h e r e  through t h e  country. They worked a l l  r i g h t  

except t h a t  u sua l ly ,  before  they wore o u t ,  t h e r e  would be a seve re  

windstorm corn a long  and damage them s o  they  had t o  have repairs 

o r  they wouldn't work. 

Q. Where d id  your  water come from on t h e  Old Home Farm? 

A, I n  Sangamon County and m o s t  of I l l i n o i s ,  f o r  t h a t  mat te r ,  i f  you 

d i g  down about 25 f e e t  on th is  l e v e l  p r a i r i e  l and  you s t r i k e  some 

kind of formation. Maybe i t ' s  noth ing  bu t  l oose  d i r t  i n s t e a d  of 

t i g h t  clay, bu t  you f i n d  a formation t h a t  has enough water  i n  i t  

t h a t  you can make a w e l l  tha t  w i l l  t ake  c a r e  of a l l  t h e  water  you 

need f o r  a household and f o r  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  you would f i n d  

around an ord inary  farm. 

Lots  of p l aces  you won't f i n d  enough water  t o  keep a l a r g e  herd 

of c a t t l e ,  i f  you ' re  feeding  a l o t  of c a t t l e ;  they use  more water  

than  any o t h e r  animals  do, a t  least it seems t h a t  way. Some 

p l aces  they have t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  a w e l l  t h a t  w i l l  take care.--of 

a herd of c a t t l e .  Sometimes, you had t o  go more than  25 f e e t .  

Up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Athens, we dug a new w e l l  and went 45 feet. 

But we got enough water  from t h a t  w e l l  t o  take c a r e  of two houses,  

the ordinary  l i v e s t o c k ,  and a p r e t t y  good herd of milk cows and 
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feeding  cows. 

Most of t h e  water  t h a t  you g e t  out  of we l l s  i n  t h e  country around 

here--an ord inary  farm well--comes from l imestone o r  s h a l e ,  i n  

one f o m  o r  another ,  and has  q u i t e  a b i t  of l ime i n  it. It t a s t e s  

a l l  r i g h t  and i t  works a l l  r i g h t  b u t  i t  f i l l s  your t e a  k e t t l e  f u l l  

of s o l i d  lime. 

Q. What e f f e c t  d i d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of barbed wire  have i n  t h i s  country? 

A. Well, barbed wire  became a n e c e s s i t y  because i n  o rde r  t o  make t h e  

rails f o r  a fence,  you had t o  have a p r e t t y  good-sized t r e e ,  and 

i t  had t o  be  a c e r t a i n  q u a l i t y .  They c u t  down t h e  t r e e s  t o  t h e  

l eng th  of the r a i l s .  I don' t  remember i f  t h e r e  w a s  a s tandard  

l eng th  of a r a i l  f o r  a fence ,  b u t  t h a t  l o g  was s p l i t  apart t o  make 

the fence r a i l s .  And, of course ,  t o  make a fence ra i l  i n  a f i e l d  

of any s i z e ,  i t  took a l o t  o f  r a i l s ;  t h a t  meant a l o t  of trees. 

With t i m e ,  t h e  trees were a l l  gone, t h e r e  j u s t  were no more t r e e s  

from which they could make more fence  r a i l s ,  and t h e  o ld  rails,  

of course,  i n  time r o t t e d .  The broken r a i l s  were hauled up t o  the 

barn l o t  a t  t h e  house and chopped up--usually chopped i n t o  p i eces  

wi th  an ax--and made t h e  f u e l  t h a t  they used i n  t h e  cookstove i n  

the house. Most of t h e  o l d  cookstoves burned wood f o r  f u e l .  

Well, of course,  when t h e  fences  began t o  f a l l  down and they  d i d n ' t  

have new r a i l s  t o  r e p a i r  them, t h e  l i v e s t o c k  would break through 

t h e  fence  and ge t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  of g ra in ,  t h e  c o r n f i e l d ,  s o  some 

concerns s t a r t e d  manufacturing w i r e .  The f i r s t  w i r e  w a s  no t  what af terward 

became t h e  comon barbed w i r e  f o r  fences.  The f i r s t  wi re  w a s  a 

:? p la in  r ibbon metal. Along t h e  s i d e  of the r ibbon they would 
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c u t  a prong t o  s t i c k  out - - s t ick  out  from t h e  s i d e  of t h e  ribbon-- 

maybe a q u a r t e r  of an inch  o r  maybe a l i t t l e  more. Every s i x  o r  

e i g h t  i nches  along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  r ibbon the re ' d  b e  one of t hese  

barbs  s t i c k i n g  o u t ,  and t h e  same way on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r ib -  

bon. I n  between the  two, on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e ,  t he re ' d  be a barb 

a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  a long t h e  l eng th  of t h e  wire .  Those barbed 

w i r e s  were too  dangerous; they  never  became common. 

The o t h e r  barbed w i r e  came on t h e  market and i t  was formed by t a k i n g  

two o r  more p l a i n  wires-- just  p l a i n ,  small dimeneion wires--and 

t w i s t i n g  them around each o t h e r  between t h e  long wires  a t  r e g u l a r  

i n t e r v a l s ,  maybe only f o u r  inches ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r v a l  was va r i ed .  

You could g e t  barbed wi re  w i th  barbs  about f o u r  inches  f i p a r d  

o r  you could g e t  barbed wi re  w i th  barbs  a s  f a r  a p a r t  a s  you wanted 

them. O f  course,  you didn't want them t o o  f a r  a p a r t  o r  they  wouldn't 

s e r v e  t h e i r  purpose. But t h e  barbs w e r e  a good, s h o r t  p i ece  of 

w i r e  cut o f f  a t  each end a t  an ang le  s o  that t h e  end was sharp ,  

and those  were i n s e r t e d  between t h e  w i r e s  t h a t  were t o  be  twis ted .  

They were given a t u r n  t h a t  made them s t a y  i n  p lace ,  and you had 

a ba rbedwi re  fence  that became common. 

The f i r s t  o ld  r ibbon wires  would t u r n  t h e  l a r g e r  s t o c k  l i k e  horses  

o r  cows, But as I've s a i d ,  they  were r e a l l y  dangerous because 

i f  t h e  w i re  came loose  o r  drooped down t o o  low and a horse ,  f o r  

i n s t ance ,  got  a f o o t  over  t h a t  r ibbon of w i re  and got tangled  up 

i n  i t ,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  l oose  he'd f a l l  and t h e  animal had t o  be  

k i l l e d .  Lots  of them were ruined. 

We had a goad ho r se  t h a t  go t  tangled  up i n  a piece of t h a t  r ibbon 
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w i r e  t h a t  w a s  i n  an  o ld  fence  down i n  t h e  r i v e r  bottom. Before 

anyone found t h e  ho r se ,  t h a t  wi re  had c u t  t h e  mare r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  

of t h e  f r o n t  l e g ,  n o t  enough t o  c u t  t h e  ho r se ' s  t h r o a t ,  bu t  deep 

enough t h a t  t h e  f l e s h  hung down. Well, my f a t h e r  found he r ,  got 

hex out  of t h e  wi re ,  got  h e r  up t o  t h e  barn ,  and bound t h a t  cu t  

t oge the r  s o  t h e  b leeding  stopped and t h e  mare got  w e l l  even tua l ly ,  

and l i v e d  and d i d  a l o t  of work f o r  yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

Anyway, t h e  o t h e r  newer barbed wi re  wasn't  s o  dangerous, a l though 

i t  was s t i l l  bad t o  have a fence  made of it. The barbed w i r e  was 

s t r u n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground. If you d i d n ' t  s t r i n g  i t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  

ground, you d i d n ' t  have a f ence  t h a t  would t u r n  t h e  p i g s  o r  t h e  

sma l l  hogs. 

So, i t  wasn ' t  many yea r s  be fo re  t h e  nanufac turers  developed some 

kind of woven w i r e  fence. A t  f i r s t ,  most of t h e  woven w i r e  fenc- 

i n g  was woven i n  widths of perhaps t h i r t y  inches o r  something l i k e  

t h a t ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  same, but  you could pu t  t h i r t y  inches  of t h a t  

woven w i r e  fenc ing  along the bottom of your fence. It would t u r n  

p i g s  and t h e  smaller animals,  lambs, and sheep. Then you pu t  two 

o r  t h r e e  l i n e s  of ord inary  barbed w i r e  along above t h e  woven wire 

and you had a real good fence ,  it would tu rn  farm animals ,  b i g  o r  

l i t t l e .  

Before t h a t  became too  common, some farmers who s t i l l  had timber* 

land  would t ake  a good-sized block,  c u t  i t  o f f  i n t o  blocks a b o ~ t  

t h i r t y  inches  long,  and s t r i p  those  blocks i n t o  s t a v e s  o r  p i c k e t s  

almost an inch  t h i c k  and maybe two inches  i n  width. And by t ak ing  
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a p l a i n  w i r e  o r  two w i r e s  and weaving them back and f o r t h ,  p u t t i n g  

i n  one of t h e s e  s t a v e s  between t h e  wires  every t i m e  t h e  w i r e s  were 

crossed,  you could make a fence  t h a t  had p i c k e t s  a t  t h e  bottom, 

c l o s e  enough t o  t u r n  any sma l l  animal and Liz7 served t h e  purpose 

t h a t  w a s  a f te rwards  served by t h e  woven w i r e  fence. 

Before t h e  wi re  fence  i n  widths of fifty inches  o r  s o  became c o w  

mon on t h e  market, my grandfa ther ,  maternal  grandfa ther ,  bought a 

machine t o  make woven wi re  fence  on t h e  farm. The machine was 

made by a concern c a l l e d  Kit tselman Brothers ,  someplace over  in 

Indiana.  To use  t h a t  machine, you got  r o l l s  of number n i n e  wire ,  

j u s t  p l a i n  galvanized w i r e .  Wire is  numbered according t o  s i z e ;  

I don ' t  know how b i g  t h e  l a r g e s t  wi re  would be, bu t  number n ine  

was a good-sized, s t r o n g  wire .  To make t h e  wi re  fence,  those  

wi re s  were s t r u n g  along t h e  bottom, s i x  inches  a p a r t ;  t hey ' r e  what 

gave t h e  f ence  i ts  s t r e n g t h .  When you bought t h e  wire  i t  came 

r o l l e d  up i n  b i g  r o l l s .  

My grandfa ther  had a ra i l  fence  t h a t  had got ten  bad along t h e  road 

on one s i d e  of t h e  land  where he  l i v e d ,  about t h ree -qua r t e r s  of 

a mile of it. I w a s  b i g  enough then  t o  do a l o t  of t h ings ,  and 

he needed h e l p  t o  make t h i s  fence,  s o  I got t h e  job of he lp ing  

him. We took those  r o l l s  of w i re  and pu t  them on a bracket  o r  

a wheel a t  the f a r  end of t h e  fence  l i n e ,  and one job I got  was 

t o  take  one end of t h a t  wi re  and p u l l  i t  along t h e  fence row t o  

t h e  o t h e r  end. This  fence  row went down from s l o p i n g  ground and 

up over  a l i t t l e  mound and then  l eve l ed  off t o  t h e  south  end. 

But before w e  s t a r t e d  making t h i s ,  t h e  woven w i r e  p a r t  of t h e  
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fence ,  t h e  fence  p o s t s  had a l r eady  been s e t  i n  p lace .  

You know you s e t  an  ord inary  fence  p o s t  by simply d igging  a ho le  

i n  t h e  ground b i g  enough t o  drop a pos t  i n  t he re .  Then you he ld  

t h e  pos t  i n  p o s i t i o n  s t r a i g h t  up and down where you wanted i t ,  

and pushed some d i r t  back i n  t h e  h o l e ,  tamped it back wi th  a tamper 

around t h e  p o s t  u n t i l  you had t h a t  ho le  f i l l e d  up wi th  tamped d i r t .  

Well, f o r  t h i s  woven w i r e  fence  i t  took some f i v e  o r  s i x ,  maybe 

more, of t h e s e  number nine main wires .  Af t e r  we got t h e  wi re s  

pu l l ed  along t h e  fence  row, we took w i r e  s t a p l e s  and f a s t ened  

these  wi re s  t o  t h e  fence  pos t ,  n o t  every p o s t ,  b u t  about every 

f i f t h  o r  s i x t h  pos t .  We'd f a s t e n  those  wi re s  where they would be 

when t h e  fence  was complete, t o  keep them from t ang l ing  up. When 

we got  t h a t  a l l  done, we fas tened  t h i s  fence  m a h i n e  t o  t h e  num- 

b e r  n ine  wi re s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  fence. 

The machine had l a r g e  meta l  spoo l s  on it,  and on t h e s e  spools  we'd 

wind a sma l l e r  w i re ,  a number s i x t e e n  wire ,  much smaller than  

number n i n e  and easy t o  bend and handle,  and we'd wind t h a t  num- 

b e r  s i x t e e n  wi re  on those  spoo l s  just l i k e  you'd wind cord on a 

b i g  spool ,  u n t i l  we had t h e  spools  f u l l .  There were a number of 

those  spools  f a s t ened  on t h e  machine. Then, when you turned t h e  

b i g  crank t o  ope ra t e  t h e  machine i t  would t u r n  those  spools ,  each 

spoo l  would go around one of those  number n ine  wires  and then  h i t  

a t r i g g e r  and i t ' d  f a l l  on a groover and go around t h e  number 

n i n e  wi re  next  t o  t h e  bottom. Then you pu l l ed  your fence  machine 

along, and as you went along,  you had t h e  mesh woven and had a 
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good wire  fence  t h a t ' d  even t u r n  chickens. 

The t r o u b l e  wi th  t h a t  f ence  was t h a t  number s i x t e e n  wire  i s  too  

sma l l  and number s i x t e e n  wi re  was-not  well-coated. The coa t  of 

z i n c  wi th  which i t  was galvanized w a s  poor q u a l i t y  and poorly 

pu t  on, and t h e  small w i r e ,  i n  t h e  course of a few yea r s ,  would 

r u s t  ou t ,  and you'd have noth ing  l e f t  b u t  a ragged fence w i t h  

a l o t  of number n i n e  w i r e  on it. So, t h e  manufacturers when 

they  marketed t h e i r  woven wi re  fence  soon learned  t o  weave i t  

wi th  t h e i r  machine and use  a much h e a v i e r  w i r e .  

Were these  k inds  of machines common i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country? 

No, t h a t  was t h e  only one t h a t  I ever  saw. 

Was i t  used j u s t  on your farm o r  d id  t h e  neighbors borrow i t ?  

Others borrowed i t  and made them some fence,  b u t  i t  wasn't  pa r t i cu -  

l a r l y  cheap because t h e  farmer himself had t o  pay a l o t  more f o r  

w i re  than  the"manufac turer  and s o  it never  became common. The 

machines themselves c o s t  more money than  t h e  farmer wanted t o  

spend just t o  ge t  a machine wi th  which he 'd  have t o  do a lot more 

work t o  make himself a fence. 

When you mentioned your  mare being h u r t ,  was t h e r e  a v e t e r i n a r i a n  

around i n  t h e  e a r l y  days? 

Not t h a t  I know of .  There probably would have been i n  a c i t y  l i k e  

Sp r ing f i e ld ,  bu t  n o t  ou t  i n  t h e  country. 

Did t h e  animals r ece ive  s h o t s  o r  i n j e c t i o n s  t h e  way they  do today? 
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A. Oh, no. No, farmers  used t o  have home remedies of one kind o r  

another  and they used t o  doc tor  some of t h e  animals ,  j u s t  l i k e  

they  doctored themselves,  w i th  some of those  o ld  remedies. The 

chances are they  d i d  t h e  animal more harm than  they  would have 

i f  they 'd  l e t  him alone;  he'd B a v d  go t t en  w e l l ,  i n  time. But 

t h e r e  weren ' t  any v e t e r i n a r i a n s  handy t h a t  they could send f o r  

l i k e  they do t h e s e  days. 

Q. How much purebred s t o c k  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A, Well, t h e  farmers t r i e d  t o  improve t h e  breed as much a s  they 

could and they developed b e t t e r  breeds,  b e t t e r  animals.  Now and 

then ,  some farmer would import an  animal,  more o f t e n  a hog than  

any o the r .  O f  course,  they d i d  import horses  from Scot land o r  

England, d i f f e r e n t  breeds,  l i k e  Clydesdales,  b u t  t h i s  country 

developed good breeds wi th  horses  and import ing any animal from 

some fo re ign  country w a s  no t  common. 

Q. Were your f i e l d s  allowed t o  l i e  fal low? 

A. No. This land ,  t h e  good land  around he re ,  was never  l e f t  uncul- 

tivated. On some of t h e  o l d  h i l l s i d e s ,  e ros ion  washed t h e  s o i l  

away s o  t h a t  it wasn't  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t r y  t o  farm i t  any longer ,  

i t  was p u t  back i n t o  g ra s s  o r  a meadow o r  j u s t  abandoned e n t i r e l y .  

There was p l e n t y  more land  so t h e  f e l l ow would abandon t h a t  s i d e  

of h i s  h i l l  and go and get: him a b e t t e r  one. 

Speaking of t h e  o ld  r a i l  f ences ,  t h e  most common old r a i l  fences,  

when they  were p l e n t i f u l ,  was what they c a l l e d  t h e  stake and r i d e r  
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fence.  I n  a s t a k e  and r i d e r  fence ,  t h e  rai l  fence  was l a i d  up 

wi th  one r a i l  on t o p  of another  u n t i l  they had a fence  b u i l t  up 

of s i x  o r  e i g h t  r a i l s ,  Then they  would t a k e  a stake--sometimes 

a s t a k e  w a s  j u s t  p a r t  of an o l d  fence  r a i l  t h a t  had broken o f f  

a t  t h e  end, had something happen s o  t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  long enaugh 

t o  make a rail i n  t h e  fence. 

They would d i g  a ho le  about f i f t e e n  o r  e ighteen  inches  deep a t  

a corner  of t h e  r a i l  fence  and s t i c k  one of t hose  r a i l s  i n  t h e  

ground and l e a n  it up aga ins t  t h e  c o m e r  of t h a t  r a i l  fence 

a f t e r  t h e  rails were l a i d  one on top  of t h e  o the r .  Then they 'd 

t ake  another  s i m i l a r  s t a k e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  fence,  at 

t h e  same po in t ,  and pu t  one end i n  t h e  ground and l e a n  i t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  fence  s o  t h a t  t h e  two s t a k e s  were l ean ing ,  and ac ros s  each 

o t h e r ,  j u s t  above t h e  rails. 

Then they 'd f i n i s h  t h e  fence  by p u t t i n g  t h e  next  fence  r a i l  i n  

t h e  f o r k  where those  s t a k e s  crossed.  They put  t h e  r a i l  i n  t h e r e  

s o  t h a t  s o  long as t h e  ra i l  w a s  i n  p l ace  i t  locked those  two 

s t a k e s  t oge the r .  The o t h e r  end of t h e  r a i l  j u s t  s loped down and 

they  put  i t  on top  of a r a i l  t h a t  had a l r eady  been l a i d  up. Then, 

they d id  t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  next  corner  on the ra i l  fence,  

the  two s t a k e s  c rossed  above t h a t  s l a n t i n g  rai l ,  one end of which 

w a s  up above t h e  s t a k e s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  c o m e r .  They d id  t h a t  on 

down t h e  l eng th  of t h e  fence.  Next, they took p l a i n  r a i l  aga in ,  

p l a i n  fence  r a i l ,  and they  l a i d  i t  ac ros s  from t h e  top of one of 

t h e s e  fence  corners  t o  t h e  top  of t h e  o the r .  So they had t h e i r  
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fence b u i l t  up about fourteen,  s ix teen  inches, and they saved 

themselves t h r e e  o r  four r a i l s ,  o r  maybe a l i t t l e  more. They 

saved themselves th ree  o r  four  r a i l s  i n  each panel of t h a t  r a i l  

fence . 

There was a gap between those top r a i l s  t h a t  a l i t t l e  p i g  could 

go through but he couldn't  ge t  up t h a t  high, and the  horses and 

c a t t l e  were too big ,  they couldn't  g e t  through the  fence, they 

couldn' t even s t i c k  t h e i r  heads through t h a t  crack. Usually they 

had two r a i l s  on top of these  s takes ,  because they needed the  

weight of those top r a i l s  t o  hold everything i n  place and t o  keep 

some of the  l ives tock from t ry ing  t o  crowd through. 

If a b ig ,  o ld  cow learned t h a t  she could get he r  head through and 

push hard enough, she could push t h a t  comer  of t h e  fence over 

and get  out of the  f i e l d .  It usually happened where the  fence 

had become run down t o  some extent .  The o ld  cow was i n  t h e  pas- 

t u r e  t h a t  had been eaten off  because of dry weather, d idn ' t  pro- 

duce grass  very f a s t ,  but on t h e  o ther  s i d e  of t h e  fence the re  

was perhaps a roadway o r  maybe a f i e l d  and along t h a t  fence row 

the  grass grew up t a l l  and lush. They'd push through t h a t  fence, 

i f  they found they could do it,  j u s t  t o  get  t o  t h a t  f r e s h  grass. 

Up here a t  what they c a l l  New Salem, whoever is i n  charge of t h a t  

put i n  some s t r e t c h e s  of r a i l  fence, and some p a r t s  of t h a t  a r e  

b u i l t  with stakes and r ide r s .  But no farmer, no s e t t l e r ,  ever b u i l t  

a r a i l  fence l i k e  they have t h e i r s  up there ;  now, t h a t  is wrong. 

Q. I n  what way? 
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A. They put  i n  t h e  s t a k e s  and j u s t  pu t  rails ac ros s  from t h e  top  of 

one c r o s s  s t a k e  t o  t h e  o ther .  They d i d n ' t  pu t  a  r a i l  s l i d i n g  i n  

between t o  f i l l  up t h a t  space  and t h e  fence  they got  up t h e r e  

was j u s t  made t o  o r d e r  f o r  an o l d  cow t o  s t i c k  h e r  head through 

t h e r e  and walk o f f  w i th  t h e  ra i l  fence. 

Q. Did  t h i s  f encez igzag?  

A. Oh, i t  had t o  because noth ing  else he ld  i t  up. To b u i l d  a r a i l  

fence  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  you drove a s t a k e  a t  t h e  f a r  end of a 

s t r e t c h  where you wanted t h e  fence. Then you came back some 

distance--and you had t o  have he lp ,  i t  took two people t o  do th i s - -  

and somebody a t  t h e  back end of t he  fence  would s i g h t  down t h e  

l i n e  and you drove your second s t a k e  i n  t h e  l i n e  where t h e  fence 

waa t o  be. You pu t  a  whi te  r a g  o r  something, s o  you could see 

t hose  s t akes .  

You took a s t a k e  and you c u t  a po in t  on t h e  end of It s o  you could 

stick t h a t  down i n  t h e  ground and hold i t  i n  p lace .  You n a i l e d  a  

s la t  o r  a  s t r i p  of wood a t  r i g h t  angles  on t h a t  s t i c k ,  you n a i l e d  

i t  a t  one end and you cu t  i t  o f f  out  h e r e  a t  a  c e r t a i n  d i s t ance .  

I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what t h a t  measurement was, but with  a  s tandard  rai l ,  

there w a s  a l s o  a  s tandard  d i s t a n c e  f o r  t h i s  zigzag. So, you had 

t h a t  s l a t  n a i l e d  t o  your s t a k e ,  you had what they  c a l l e d  a "Jacob's 

s t a f f . "  You s t a r t e d  t o  lay up your ra i l  fence;  you l a i d  down a 

r a i l  t o  f i n d  out  how f a r  ou t  t h e  end of t h a t  r a i l  should be  from 

t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  on which yau wanted t o  b u i l d  a fence. 

You took t h i s  "Jacob's s t a f f , "  and you s t u c k  i t  i n  the  ground and 
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l i n e d  i t  up wi th  your o t h e r  s t a k e s ,  s o  you got it r i g h t  i n  l i n e .  

The end of t h e  s la t  s t i c k i n g  out  on your "Jacob's s t a f f "  f i xed  

the p lace  where t h e  end of that r a i l  w a s  t o  come. That f i xed  

t h a t  corner.  You took your "Jacob's s t a f f "  and s tepped back about 

oppos i te  where t h e  next  corner  w a s  t o  be  and t h e  man r an  t h a t  r a i l ;  

he  pu t  it down r i g h t .  You'd t u r n  your "Jacob's s t a f f n  around t h e  

o t h e r  way and s i g h t  down t h e  l i n e  again,  t h a t ' s  where t h e  next  

corner  was. And i n  t h a t  way, a l l  t h e  corners  of t h a t  r a i l  fence  

l i n e d  up on each s i d e ,  and t h e  fence i t s e l f  was on a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  

a q u a r t e r  of a mi le  long i f  t h e  fence extended t h a t  f a r .  

Q. Was t h e  " ~ a c o b ' s  s t a f f "  more than  j u s t  a  s t i c k  of wood? 

A. Yes. You could s p l i t  a p i ece  o f f  a board--you wanted a s t a k e  about 

seven o r  e i g h t  f e e t  long f o r  t h e  upr ight  stake. For t h e  o t h e r  s l a t ,  

you took any kind of a s l a t ,  you could s p l i t  a s l a t  ou t  of a  chunk 

of wood, i f  you wanted to .  

Now, t h i s  rai l ' s  a l r eady  i n  place.  (Demonstrating wi th  two pencils,) 

We pu t  t h i s  one ac ros s  t h e  ra i l  t h a t ' s  a l r eady  t h e r e  and you b r i n g  

i t  up here .  Now then,  i f  t h e  "Jacob's s t a f f "  w a s  he re ,  and you 

pu t  t h i s  r a i l  i n  he re ,  i t ' d  be s t i c k i n g  way too  f a r  ou t .  So, the 

ra i l  t e l l s  you where i t ' s  got  t o  be s o  t h a t  t h i s  r a i l ,  t h e  end of 

i t ,  is  a t  t h e  end of t h i s  s l a t .  The r a i l ' s  j u s t  ad long,  you 

c a n ' t  make it any longer .  This end' s f i x e d  because i t  f i t s  ac ros s  

t h e  o t h e r  r a i l  t h a t ' s  a l r eady  the re .  That po in t  is  determined 

and t h e  next  job i s  simply t o  t u r n  t h i s  rail  one way o r  another  

s o  t h a t  i t  ' s under t h e  end of t h a t  " s t a f f .  " The next r a i l  goes 
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ac ros s  h e r e  t h e  same way. 

Q, I see. And t h a t ' s  c a l l e d  a "Jacob's s taff  ",? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Tha t ' s  a new word f o r  me. 

A. I don' t  know where i t  came from. 

Q. What kind of records  were kep t  i n  t hose  e a r l i e r  days? 

A. Very few, very  few. I d i d n ' t  h e l p  keep any; I don' t  know j u s t  

what: they d id  do. 

i Q. They d i d n ' t  keep accounts  t h e  way our  farmers do today? 

A. No, no. There wasn't  any reason f o r  keeping accounts l i k e  they 

do today. Most of them d i d n ' t  even buy any seed; they kept: t h e i r  

seed from one yea r  t o  t h e  next .  They wanted seed corn, they went 

out  i n  t h e  c r i b ,  picked out  a good-looking e a r  of corn--good-sized, 

we l l - f i l l ed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  corn wi th  an e a r  of a uniform s i z e ,  well-  

f i l l e d  a t  t h e  o u t e r  end of it--and they s h e l l e d  t h e  corn o f f  of 

t h a t  f o r  t h e i r  seed f o r  t h a t  y e a r ' s  crop. They d i d n ' t  buy any 

DDT. o r  f e r t i l i z e r ;  they d i d n ' t  even buy l imestone i n  t hose  days. 

My f a t h e r  subscr ibed  f o r  some farmer 's  magazines o r  papers.  He 

used t o  read those  and he learned that a f t e r  a f i e l d  had been 

p lan ted  t o  corn s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  h i s  crops should be r o t a t e d  and 

he  learned  t h a t  c love r  w a s  a good t h i n g  t o  grow. Timothy, whi le  

i t  made good hay and t h e  farmers r a i s e d  a l o t  of i t  because i t  
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was good feed  f o r  t h e  ho r ses ,  d i d n ' t  he lp  the  s o i l ,  a t  l e a s t  i t  

d i d n ' t  he lp  l i k e  c love r  would. 

One y e a r  t h e  Twist b ro the r s ,  t h a t  operated the  g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s  

and lumberyards i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  small towns i n  Sangamon County, 

i n  some manner o r  o t h e r  had on t h e i r  hands q u i t e  a q u a n t i t y  of 

l ime t h a t  had been manufactured, burned and put  i n  b a r r e l s  f o r  

use  as quicklime t o  make mortar  o r  p l a s t e r .  But t h i s  l i m e  had 

become s l aked ,  e i t h e r  a i r  s l aked  o r  go t  wet someway, and w a s  a l l  

ruined f o r  p l a s t e r  o r  cement purposes.  H e ,  my f a t h e r ,  went i n  

t o  buy t h a t  a t  some low f igure--I  don ' t  have any i d e a  what they 

wanted f o r  i t  and I don ' t  remember whether he bought i t - -but  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  farmers  t h a t  kept  informed a l r eady  knew t h a t  some 

f i e l d s  needed l imestone t o  he lp  grow clover .  A l f a l f a  w a s  a t h i n g  

they hadn ' t  heard of ye t .  

About what y e a r  was t h i s ,  t h a t  l i m e  came i n t o  use? 

Oh, t h a t  was along i n  t h e  1890's.  That was a long  i n  t h e  1890's 

because a f t e r  t h e  1890's I l e f t  t h e  farm and I c a n ' t  t e l l  you how 

th ings  developed from t ime t o  t i m e .  What they d i d  be fo re  then ,  

I don' t  remember except  t h ings  t ha t  were t o l d  me by t h e  o ld  people.  

You mentioned walking t o  school.  I ' d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  

something about t h e  f i r s t  school  you a t tended .  

Well, t h e  f i r s t  school  I a t tended  w a s  a t  what they  c a l l e d  Fores t  

Grove. It was a l i t t l e  schoolhouse on the  west s i d e  of Horse 

Creek i n  t h e  southwest corner  of Rochester Township. The school- 
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house w a s  a mi le  from t h e  Old Home P lace  where we were l i v i n g  a t  

t h a t  time. When I s t a r t e d  school  i n  t h e  f a l l - - s ix  yea r s  old-- 

t h e  o ld  b r idge  a c r o s s  Horse Creek, j u s t  below t h e  schoolhouse, 

had broken down o r  washed ou t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  wasn't  any b r idge  

the re .  More than half of the schoolchi ldren  l ived on the oppos i te  

s i d e  of Horse Creek from t h e  schoolhouse. So, t h e  neighbors got  

t oge the r  and b u i l t  a l i t t l e  foo tb r idge  ac ros s  Horse Creek wi th  

logs  h igh  enough t h a t  we could c r o s s  on it. Unless t h e  c reek  got  

ou t  of banks we used t h a t  foo tbr idge .  I went t o  school  t h e r e  only 

two terms, o r  most of two terms because w e  moved away i n  A p r i l  

of my second term a t  t h a t  school.  When we moved t o  New City ,  our  

house was on t h e  corner  of a farm, and t h e  schoolhouse w a s  a two- 

room schoolhouse j u s t  ac ros s  t h e  road. From t h a t  t ime on, w e  never  

had any excuse f o r  n o t  g e t t i n g  t o  school  on t i m e .  ( l aughter )  

Were you sorry? 

Well, sometimes we had o t h e r  t h ings  we'd r a t h e r  have done. But 

f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  all t h e  k i d s  enjoyed going t o  school .  Some 

of them d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  way they  had t o  work when they got t h e r e ,  

bu t  t h a t  was t h e  only time t h a t  a l o t  o f  those  youngsters  eve r  

got  t oge the r .  Some of them had t o  walk almost two mi les  from 

out  i n  t h e  f a r  c o m e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  they usua l ly  made i t  

a l l  r i g h t .  It didn '  t h u r t  them any. 

How many c h i l d r e n  were i n  t h e  school? 

I'm not  s u r e ,  but  t h e r e  were two rooms i n  t h a t  New City  school- 
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house because t h e r e  were too  many c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  

one room and one teacher .  They b u i l t  an a d d i t i o n a l  schoolroom 

and had two t eache r s ,  one t eache r  taught  grades up t o  t h r e e  o r  

fou r .  Then t h e  p u p i l s  t h a t  had f i n i s h e d  i n  t h a t  room moved i n t o  

t h e  o t h e r  room. That school  was t h e  same as t h e  o t h e r  country 

schools ,  they taught  only lower grades* A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  i n  

most of t h e  schools  they d i d n ' t  have grades up t o  e igh t .  They'd 

have two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  lower grades.  By t h e  t i m e  a c h i l d  reached 

grades seven and e i g h t  f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h e  c l a s s e s  would usua l ly  be 

combined because, a t  t h a t  age,  t h e r e  were s o  many c h i l d r e n  t h a t  

s tayed  out  of school  a b i g  p a r t  of t h e  time t o  he lp  wi th  t h e  work 

on t h e  farm t h a t  t h e  c l a s s e s  i n  t hose  grades were r a t h e r  small. 

The school teacher  got  a l i c e n s e  t o  teach  school  by t ak ing  an exarnina- 

t i o n ,  which was he ld  by t h e  county super in tendent  each year .  Af t e r  

a person had passed what they  c a l l e d  t h e  t eache r ' s  examination, 

he  o r  she  got a l i c e n s e ,  and t h a t  was good a s  long a s  they wanted 

t o  keep teaching.  

When I was s i x t e e n  yea r s  o l d ,  I had go t t en  t o  be  i n  t h e  upper c l a s s  

t h e r e  a t  our  school ,  and we had a school teacher  t h a t  l i k e d  t o  have 

some of h i s  o l d e r  p u p i l s  s tudy  t o  t ake  t h i s  t eache r ' s  examination. 

If they passed t h e  examination, why t h a t  was a good mark f o r  him, 

he  got  c r e d i t  f o r  be ing  a good schoolteacher. That w in te r ,  he 

had two o r  t h r e e  of us  read some books t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  we wouldn't 

eve r  have seen. One book t h a t  we had t o  read was a book on pedagogy, 

how t o  teach.  And then  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  t h ings  t h a t  w e  wouldn't  

have s tud ied  i n  t h e  ord inary  course--only two o r  t h r e e  of us--on 
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s u b j e c t s  t h a t  we wouldn't have go t t en  i n  any good e i g h t h  grade 

school.  The only s u b j e c t s  on which t h i s  examination f o r  t eache r s  

were made were t h e  s u b j e c t s  included i n  grades up t o  e i g h t h  grade. 

They were examined though on pedagogy, and maybe one o r  two o t h e r s ,  

b u t  I don' t remember. 

Anyway, comes s p r i n g  and time f o r  t h e  annual t eache r ' s  examination. 

It was a  two-day examination; w e  s tayed  overn ight  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

That was something unusual. I th ink  t h a t  nay have been the  f i r s t  

t i m e  I ever  s tayed  overnight  i n  t h e  city of Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q, Where d i d  you s t a y ?  

A. I don ' t  remember, b u t  I remember t h a t  w e  a t e  i n  one of t h e s e  res-  

t a u r a n t s .  We a t e  a t  one of t h e s e  restaurants--we could s t i l l  g e t  

oysters--and w e  go t  o y s t e r s  a t  n i g h t ,  and t h e  next  morning we got  

more o y s t e r s  f o r  b reak fas t .  We d i d n ' t  g e t  o y s t e r s  i n  t h e  country 

very of ten .  But anyway, when they  examined t h e  papers  t h e r e  were 

two o r  t h r e e  of u s  t h a t  passed t h a t  examination. The county super- 

i n t enden t  w a s  a  man named Van Dorn and he  wrote m e  a  l e t t e r  and 

s a i d  t h a t  I had passed t h e  t eache r ' s  examination. But t h e  appl i -  

c a t i o n  t h a t  I had f i l e d  showed t h a t  I was only s i x t e e n  yea r s  of 

age and he  couldn ' t  i s s u e  a  t eache r ' s  l i c e n s e  t o  anyone t h a t  wasn ' t  

a t  least e ighteen  yea r s  old.  He s a i d  when I got  t o  be e ighteen  

years o ld ,  I could have a t eache r ' s  l i c e n s e  i f  I wanted. 

Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  worked out .  We moved away from t h a t  farm 

t h e  next year .  One of t h e  t eache r s  t h a t  had t augh t  a t  New Ci ty  

was s t i l l  teaching  school  and w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  h igh  school  

over i n  Chatham. The f o l k s  s a i d  t h a t  i f  I wanted t o  go t o  school  
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t h a t  win ter ,  t o  t h i s  t eache r  i n  Chatham, I might do it. I could 

have a horse ,  and as long a s  t h e  weather was good, I could r i d e  

t h e  horse.  When I: wanted t o ,  I could f i n d  a p l ace  t o  board over 

t h e r e  and go t o  school  i n  Chatham. And t h a t ' s  what I did.  I 

found some f r i e n d s  of t h e  family over  t h e r e  named Harmon. The 

o l d  man w a s  r e t i r e d ,  he d i d n ' t  do any work any t ime of year .  H i s  

w i f e  had a room o r  t w o  o r  three, two as I remember i t ,  t h a t  s h e  

could r e n t  out .  She had a grown son t h a t  w a s  p a r t  of t h e  family. 

She had two daughters  t h a t  were still  i n  school .  I could board 

t h e r e  wi th  t h e  family.  The o ld  lady ,  she  was a very good cook, 

and I: had a room there .  I had a bed i n  t h e  room wi th  t h i s  grown 

son; we roomed toge the r .  This  t eache r  had never  had any work, 

i n  advanced s u b j e c t s  t h a t  is;  he  himself  had never  s tud ied  any 

of my h igh  school  s u b j e c t s  except  what he picked up on h i s  own, 

which d i d n ' t  i nc lude  very  many s u b j e c t s .  H e  was i n c l i n e d  t o  b e  

a good mathematician and he  could t each  f i r s t  y e a r  a lgeb ra  and 

perhaps one o r  two o t h e r  sub jec t s .  The yea r  I went over  t he re ,  

I d i d  ge t  a l i t t l e  a lgebra ,  and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a lgeb ra ,  I s tud ied  

geography, h i s t o r y ,  a couple of o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  I don ' t  remember 

what they  were. 

Q. Were you seventeen y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. I was seventeen,  t h e  next summer I became e ighteen .  I don' t  know 

who suggested i t  Cteaching s c h o o u .  Both of my p a r e n t s  had gone 

t o  school  i n  t h e i r  t i m e .  Anyway, t h e  chances a r e ,  i t  w a s  my 

mother; s h e  was always urg ing  me t o  try something e l s e .  She t o l d  

I I me,  You, you can do it,  i f  you try." Anyway, I got the  job of 

teaching t h e  country school ,  i t  was c a l l e d  t h e  North Cotton H i l l  
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School, one room, o u t  i n  t h e  country. So I taught  school  a year ,  

one term. I had beginners  and I had some p u p i l s  t h a t  were a l o t  

b igge r  and o l d e r  than  I was. Al toge ther ,  I had 45 f i u p i l g ,  a l l  

t h e  way from f i r s t  g rader  on up. It wasn't  hard. I d i d n ' t  have 

any t r o u b l e  except  one t ime.  The f a m i l i e s  ou t  t h e r e ,  they were 

n i c e  people. They wanted t h e i r  kids t o  behave and usua l ly  t h e  

k i d s  d id  behave. You i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what happened i n  t h a t  school?  

I :  Q. Y e s ,  I am. What happened t h e  one t i m e  they  d i d n ' t  behave? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was, one l i t t l e  boy, one l i t t l e  boy--1 don' t  remember 

what he d i d ,  something he  never  should have done and he  knew it. 

I had t o  g ive  him a whipping. I had l a i d  up on a t a b l e  i n  t h e  

corner  a l i t t l e  swi tch  I ' d  c u t  o f f  of some willow t r e e ,  and i t ' d  

been t h e r e  u n t i l  i t ' d  go t t en  d r y  and b r i t t l e ,  you know. Anyway, 

1 took h i m  by t h e  c o l l a r  and got  t h a t  l i t t l e  o l d  swi tch  and i t  

j u s t  broke a l l  t~ pieces ;  I gave him a whipping. H e  w a s  t h e  only 

one I had any t r o u b l e  wi th  u n t i l  towards t h e  end of t h e  term. 

Monday, a f t e r  t h e  noon hour,  t h e r e  w a s  a be l l - - I  had t o  r i n g  a 

b e l l  a t  t h e  end of t h e  noon r e c e s s ,  t h e  k i d s  would a l l  march back 

i n  and t a k e  t h e i r  seats--so t h e  t ime came, I rang t h e  b e l l .  Three 

of t hose  b igge r  boys weren ' t  t h e r e ;  they 'd been t h e r e  i n  t h e  morn- 

ing.  A t eache r  always had a book and he had t o  keep a record of 

how many got  t h e r e  every day. Well, they  d i d n ' t  show up u n t i l  

t h e  next  morning. So, the  next  morning they were back i n  school  

and I found ou t  from some of t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  one of t h e  

farmers  i n  t h e  neighborhood w a s  d r i v i n g  a few c a t t l e  t h a t  he  had 
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r a i s e d  and s o l d  t o  t h e  purchaser .  

During t h e  noon hour I hadn' t  seen  him go by, b u t  he  had gone 

p a s t  t h e  schoolhouse and t h e s e  t h r e e  boys had gone o f f  w i th  him 

and wi th  t h e s e  c a t t l e .  Well, I c a l l e d  t h e  boys i n  when they got 

t h e r e  t h e  next morning and I said,I1Now, you boys played hookey 

yesterday.  You may have your choice.  You may t a k e  a whipping, 

o r  i f  you don' t  want t o  do t h a t ,  I 'll t e l l  your parents .  I f  your 

pa ren t s  don ' t  want me t o  give you a whipping, t h e y ' l l  probably 

do i t  themselves,  and you know that ."  One of  them i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

I know i f  h i s  dad had found he'd played hookey, he 'd  of j u s t  tanned 

him with  a good l e a t h e r  s t r a p .   ell," I s a i d ,  "you've got  u n t i l  

noon t o  dec ide  what you ' re  going t o  do." So a t  noon, two of t h e  

t h r e e  came up, s a i d  they 'd t ake  a whipping i f  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  t h e i r  

pa ren t s  on them. The t h i r d  one s a i d ,  w e l l  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  t ake  

a whlpping because he had t o l d  them what he had done and i f  I wanted 

t o  verify t h a t ,  t h a t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t ,  I could t a l k  t o  h i s  pa ren t s  
\ 

about i t ,  b u t  he'd a l r eady  t o l d  them. So I l e t  him o f f ,  I gave 

t h e  o t h e r  two as good a whipping as I could wi th  anything I had 

t h e r e .  That w a s  all t h e  t r o u b l e  I eve r  had. 

Q. How o ld  were t h e s e  boys? Were they b igge r  than  you? 

A .  One of them was .  One of t h e m  must have been about my age,  I'm 

no t  sure .  

Q. What d id  you use  t o  w r i t e  on? 

A. Oh, i n  those  days, everybody had a big d a t e  t h a t  they  used f o r  
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f i g u r i n g  o r  anything,  where you just: e rased  i t  when you got  through. 

But, otherwise,  w e  had pads, just coa r se  paper you know, and usua l ly  

they used a l ead  penc i l .  But t h e  school  board furn ished  a s m a l l  

supply of ord inary  w r i t i n g  paper,  foolscap.  Foolscap, i t  used t o  

be c a l l e d ,  I don ' t  know why, maybe i t  s t i l l  is. It w a s  made wi th  

a f i n i s h  t h a t  took pen and ink.  

Q. What were t h e  school  hours? 

A. Nine o 'c lock  till fou r ,  w i th  an hour f o r  lunch a t  noon and a t e n  

o r  f i f teen-minute r eces s  twice  a day. 

Q. What were some of your p u p i l s '  names? 

A. Well, one of t h e  two t h a t  go t  a whipping was named Baugh. One 

was named Beam. And he was a r e l a t i v e  of Harvey Beam who's now 

a judge on t h e  c i r c u i t  cou r t ,  he re  i n  Sangamon County. By t h e  

way, t h i s  judge's f a t h e r ,  T'm p r e t t y  s u r e  he was one of t h e  big 

boys that  went t o  school  t o  m e  t h e r e  t h a t  win ter .  H i s  name was 

E m n u e l .  

END OF TAPE 

A. His younger b r o t h e r  came t o  school  one day, and w a s  t e l l i n g  

about  t h e i r  f a t h e r  f i n d i n g  Emmanuel's chewing tobacco ou t  i n  

t h e i r  barn ;  Emmanuel w a s  l e a r n i n g  t o  chew tobacco. This  b r o t h e r  

of ~nrmanuel's could imitate t h e  f a t h e r  p r e t t y  w e l l .  He t o l d  t h a t  

when t h e  father found ~mmanuel 's  tobacco, he s a i d  t o  Emmanuel, 

I I Why, Emmanuel! Is t h i s  your tobaccer?" ( laughter)  
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Where d i d  you l i v e  when you were teaching  a t  North Cotton H i l l ?  

My f o l k s  l i v e d  on t h e  Old Home Farm. 

~ h e y ' d  moved back t o  Rochester from New C i ty?  

Yes. 

Did you cormnute t o  work every morning? 

No, part  of t h e  t i m e  I boarded up t h e r e  i n  t h e  neighborhood. I n  

those  days, t h e  roads  were a l l  d i r t  roads and they r e a l l y  got bad 

i n  t h e  winter t ime.  That ' s  a l l  t h e  school  teaching  I d id .  

wasn't your f i r s t  law o f f i c e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Lincoln-Herndon 

Building? 

Yes, I had my o f f i c e  t h e r e  and those  rooms a t  t h e  south  end of 

t h e  f l o o r  of t h a t  b u i l d i n g  were a l s o  o f f i ce s ,u sed  by Aaron Colean 

who w a s  an agent  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  f o r  a l a r g e  

Indiana r e a l  estate o u t f i t ,  and was s e l l i n g  land  i n  no r the rn  

Indiana and southern  Michigan. Colean is  a common name around 

Pawnee. H i s  family l i v e d  down i n  t h e  Pawnee neighborhood. 

There was one o t h e r  t enan t  back t h e r e  f o r  a time-, another  lawyer,  

named William Brinkerhoff .  Brinkexhoff 's  f a t h e r  had been i n  t h e  

insurance  bus iness  h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and I th ink ,  a t  one time, 

may have been I l l i n o i s  Superintendent  of Insurance. A t  l e a s t  he  

o r  h i s  f a t h e r  had been i n  some off ice i n  t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  

Insurance Department. William af te rwards  q u i t  t r y i n g  t o  p r a c t i c e  
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law and got  a job i n  some o t h e r  l i n e .  I t h i n k  he  got  a job wi th  

t h e  state of I l l i n o i s .  A t  any r a t e ,  he  d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  a law 

p r a c t i c e .  Some of t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  back t h e r e  s a i d  t h a t  

a t  one time o r  another  somebody had come t o  h i m  w i th  a piece of 

law bus iness ,  bu t  he was t imid  f o r  some reason,  he wouldn't  t a k e  

t h e  bus iness .  He explained t o  them t h a t  he d i d n ' t  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  

kind of l a w .  

Q. Did you t h i n k  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  connect ion of W i l l i a m  Henry Herndon 

and you, a  great-nephew, p r a c t i c i n g  i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  where he 

had p r a c t i c e d  wi th  Lincoln? 

A. Oh, no. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  connection a t  a l l .  The o ld  man 

Key~s then  owned t h e  bui ld ing .  He had taken i t  over  from t h e  

Farmers Bank; he w a s  looking  f o r  a t enan t  and we were looking  fo r  

a loca t ion .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  even t h i n k  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were p r a c t i c i n g  on 

t h e  same f l o o r  and almost t h e  same rooms as your great-uncle? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i t  was the same f l o o r .  I may be mistaken but i s n '  t 

i t  he re  t h a t  t h e  Federa l  Court w a s  on t h e  second f l o o r  i n  t h a t  

b u i l d i n g  and the Lincoln and Hesndon l a w  o f f i c e  was on t h e  t h i r d  

f l o o r ?  

Q. Have you been down s i n c e  they 've redone i t ?  

A. No, I haven ' t  been t o  i t  s i n c e  they f i n i s h e d  it. They changed 

t h e  s ta i rway from t h e  exac t  p l a c e  where i t  was loca t ed  a t  t h e  

t i m e  we were i n  t h e  bui ld ing .  I don ' t  know why they  d i d  t h a t .  
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A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  had been another  b u i l d i n g  enc losure  t o  t h e  

sou th  of t h i s  o ld  bui ld ing- - i t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  belong there-- 

t h a t  w a s  open and may have been t h e  part of t h e  p u b l i c  a l l e y  a t  

one time. It had j u s t  been taken over by somebody t h a t  took and 

he ld  possess ion  of i t  without  any good t i t l e .  Of course,  by t h i s  

t ime, I guess i t ' s  r ipened i n t o  a good t i t l e ,  bu t  a t  t h e  t ime we 

had an o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  bu i ld ing ,  t h a t  was open space. 

Q. That would be  another  t r i p  for t h e  springt ime.  You and I'll 

go down t o  t h e  Lincoln-Herndon law o f f i c e  and s e e  i f  t h e y ' l l  l e t  

two Herndons i n  f r e e .  

A. Oh, they charge t h e r e ?  

Q. F i f t y  cen t s .  

A. Oh, t h a t ' s  a l l ?  

Q. But i t  might be i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  you t o  s e e  i t .  

A.  Oh, yes.  I intended t o  look through i t ,  but  always had something 

else t o  do. 

Q. Did you have a s e c r e t a r y  when you were a s t r u g g l i n g  young lawyer? 

A. Not u n t i l  I moved i n t o  t h e  Booth bu i ld ing  wi th  M r .  Stevens. Then, 

w e  had one s e c r e t a r y ;  she  d id  the  s tenographic  work f o r  us  and 

Otto A. E l l i o t t ,  who was i n  those  rooms wi th  Jenkins  and me.  Otto  

A. E l l i o t t  had ren ted  space  on t h e  oppos i t e  s l d e  of our wa i t i ng  

room i n  t h e  Booth b u i l d i n g  and t h e  t h r e e  of u s  t oge the r  had a 
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s e c r e t a r y ,  A s  long  as we stayed in t h a t  bu i ld ing ,  I th ink  we 

only had one g i r l ,  t h a t  is ,  one at a time. I could be wrong 

about t h a t ,  bu t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  w e  only had one, 

Where is  t h e  Booth bu i ld ing?  

The Booth b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  e igh t - s to ry  bu i ld ing  on t h e  south  s i d e  

of Monroe S t r e e t ,  j u s t  west of t h e  Ferguson bui ld ing .  There was 

a driveway, an alleyway, between t h e  Ferguson bu i ld ing  and t h e  

Booth bui ld ing .  They changed t h e  name of both  bu i ld ings ,  I guess. 

Some bu i ld ing  and loan  s o c i e t y  owns t h e  Booth bu i ld ing ,  I think.  

The Ferguson b u i l d i n g  was on t h e  corner  of Monroe and Six th .  The 

ground f l o o r  of t h e  Ferguson b u i l d i n g  w a s  occupied by t h e  Lincoln 

Bank, which a f te rwards  consol ida ted  wi th  t h e  S t a t e  Nat ional  Bank. 

Then w e  moved out  of t h e  Ferguson bui ld ing .  

Where were you l i v i n g  when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  law p r a c t i c e ?  Your 

family was i n  Champaign, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

I don' t  remember what y e a r  they moved t o  Champaign, bu t  when Jenkins  

and I moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  w e  ren ted  a room i n  a house on t h e  

n o r t h  s i d e  of Cap i to l  Avenue, w e s t  of  Ninth S t r e e t .  The house was 

then  occupied by a man and h i s  w i f e ,  no ch i ld ren .  The man w a s  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  ba rbe r  shop i n  t h e  S t .  Nicholas Hotel, and they 

had s e v e r a l  rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  t h a t  they ren ted  t o  roomers. 

I s tayed  t h e r e  a y e a r  o r  two u n t i l  D r .  Zelle came to Spr ing f i e ld  

t o  open a d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  He found a vacant  apartment of s i x  

rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  above John Scanlon's sa loon  on t h e  north-  
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east corner  of Eleventh and South Grand. H e  f i gu red  t h a t  would 

make him a good p l a c e  i n  which t o  s t a r t  p r a c t i c i n g  medicine; s o  

he  r en t ed  t h e  f l a t ,  f i x e d  up t h e  f r o n t  two rooms f o r  h i s  o f f i c e  

and h i s  wa i t i ng  room. W e  w e r e  introduced by Harry Southwick, 

who was an o ld  f r i e n d  of mine f o r  years .  

Harry Southwick and I grew up down i n  t h e  sou th  p a r t  of t h i s  

county. We had gone t o  school  a t  Chatham one win te r  and we 

hunted s q u i r r e l s  and r a b b i t s  and went f i s h i n g  toge the r  u n t i l  we 

both went o f f  t o  school .  

Harry Southwick had s t a r t e d  i n  t o  s tudy  medicine i n  t h e  Je f f e r son  

Medical College i n  Ph i l ade lph ia  from which D r .  Z e l l e  had j u s t  

graduated. So Southwick introduced me t o  Zelle, and Z e l l e  s a i d ,  

I I Well, I have e x t r a  rooms ou t  he re  and no use  f o r  them. Why don't  

w e  get some f u r n i t u r e  and f i x  up t h e  e x t r a  rooms f o r  l i v i n g  quarters. 

The back room has  a k i t chen  s i n k  and some o t h e r  accommodations." 

And he s a i d ,  "It's a l l  ready, except  we have t o  have some fu rn i -  

tu re ."  Well, w e  made a dea l .  We got  a bed, i n  f a c t  we got  two 

beds; be fo re  long  we got equipped up the re .  D r .  ~ e l l e ' s  b r o t h e r  

came t o  l i v e  w i t h  us  and a t t e n d  h igh  school  h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

The t h r e e  of u s  l i v e d  the re .  ~ e l l e ' s  b r o t h e r  w a s  o ld  enough t o  

be s t a r t i n g  h igh  school .  H i s  family l i v e d  a t  Lake Fores t ,  which 

d i d n ' t  have any h igh  school ,  s o  DOC'S b r o t h e r  came down t o  l ive  

w i t h - u s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f l a t  and went t o  h igh  school  h e r e  i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  

A t  t h a t  time, t h e r e  was a M r s .  Miranda t h a t  operated a l i t t l e  dry 

goods o r  genera l  merchandise s t o r e  just two o r  t h r e e  doors n o r t h  
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of t h e  Scanlon sa loon  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Eleventh S t r e e t .  For 

some reason o r  o t h e r ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  changes a t  t h a t  l i t t l e  

corner  of  Eleventh and South Grand. The storeroom a t  t h e  south  

s i d e  of South Grand Avenue, on t h e  sou theas t  corner  of t h e  i n t e r -  

s e c t i o n ,  w a s  vacant  and M r s .  Miranda ren ted  t h a t  vacant  storeroom 

and moved h e r  s t o r e  i n t o  i t .  The same proper ty  included t h e  ad- 

j o i n i n g  dwell ing which had ord inary  ba ths  and bedrooms on t h e  sec- 

ond f l o o r .  I guess M r s .  Miranda d i ed ,  a t  l e a s t  something happened, 

and h e r  boy--then j u s t  a growing young man--became t h e  owner and 

ope ra to r  of t h e  s t o r e  and was l i v i n g  by himself  i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  

residence.  

The next  change, as I remember i t ,  w a s  made by D r .  Zelle who had 

b u i l t  up enough p r a c t i c e  t h a t  he f e l t  he  must have an o f f i c e  down- 

town i n  t h e  bus iness  s ec t ion .  Bd found a p l ace  t h a t  he ren ted  

on t h e  west s i d e  of  Seventh S t r e e t ,  j u s t  south  of t h e  P r ince  bui ld-  

ing ,  which was then  used by D r .  Penick and some o the r s .  D r .  P r ince  

may have died.  Anyway, D r .  Z e l l e  made a d e a l  wi th  Miranda, and 

he  and I moved over  t o  the second f l o o r  of t h e  res idence  and oc- 

cupied rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  w i th  Miranda. 

I had m e t  one of t h e  t y p i s t s  t h a t  worked i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  

Abs t rac t  Company and a t  t h a t  t ime I was c a l l i n g  on h e r  about a s  

o f t e n  as she  would l e t  me. And D r .  Zelle, through he r ,  had m e t  

t h e  youngest daughter  of o l d  Judge Kane who, a t  one t i m e ,  w a s  

county judge of Sangamon County. Doc w a s  c a l l i n g  on h e r  j u s t  

as o f t e n  as he could a r range  it and I guess t h e  next  t h i n g  t h a t  

happened--Doc t a l k e d  h i s  g i r l  i n t o  i t - - they got  married. 
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That s p l i t  up t h e  p a r t y  out  a t  Miranda's house. But, i n  t h e  mean- 

t i m e ,  t h e  b i g  P re sby te r i an  church1 on Walnut S t r e e t  had a vacant  

space west of t h e  church and had b u i l t  i n  t h i s  space  two o r  t h r e e  

t e n n i s  c o u r t s  equipped wi th  backstops,  p o s t s  and ne t s .  For some 

reason,  nobody was making much use  of them. 

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was a M r s .  Berry who r an  a rooming house. In 

t h e  rooms t h a t  s h e  ren ted  t h e r e  were l i v i n g  Edgar Sampson, a lawyer, 

Harl ington Wood, ano the r  lawyer, Amos Richardson, who he ld  a job 

i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Secre ta ry  of S t a t e ,  and a t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  

lawyer a l s o  l i v e d  i n  t h e  rooming house. 

Q .  Was M r .  Melin l i v i n g  t h e r e  too? 

A. No. H e  never  l i v e d  anywhere except  home u n t i l  t h e  time he got  

married--his fo lks '  home. The o t h e r  lawyer l i v i n g  t h e r e  a t  M r s .  

Berry 's  was Ben Boynton from P leasan t  P l a ins .  That group and 

perhaps one o r  two o t h e r s  had go t t en  toge the r  and arranged wi th  

t h e  church f o r  t h e  use  of one of t hose  t e n n i s  cou r t s  dur ing  t h e  

summer and f a l l .  

A f t e r  T had met some of  them downtown, they  t o l d  me about t h e i r  

arrangement and asked me t o  j o i n  t h e  group, and I was glad t o  do 

it. We went out  t h e r e  a f t e r  o f f i c e  hours  and on hol idays  o r  

whenever a group of u s  could g e t  t oge the r  and played a t  what w e  

c a l l e d  t e n n i s .  None of  us were r e a l l y  any good a t  t h e  game. 

Amos Richardson and Jim Melin were usua l ly  i n  t h e  group when I 

1 
Wes tmins t e r  Presby r e r i a n  Church. L E ~  
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got  0u.t t h e r e  because both of them had r e g u l a r  o f f i c e  hours  and 

could g e t  away promptly when t h e  time came. 

Most o f t e n  when f o u r  of u s  got  t oge the r ,  Harl ington Wood and T 

played the  o t h e r  two. Harl ington was t a l l  enough, he could reach 

h igh  i n t o  t h e  a i r  without  having t o  jump. Anyway, he  took t h e  

back end of our  cou r t  and pu t  m e  up c l o s e  t o  t h e  n e t .  It worked 

out  p r e t t y  we l l .  We managed t o  hold ou r  own about h a l f  t h e  t ime 

u n t i l  somebody l i k e  Joe Bernard showed up and played as one of 

t h e  o t h e r  p layers .  When t h a t  happened, a l l  Har l ing ton  and I were 

good f o r  was t o  go g e t  t h e  b a l l s .  

Jim Melin found t h a t  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of Glenwood Avenue was a 

res idence  i n  which a g i r l  o r  two about  h i s  age r e s ided ,  and another  

g i r l  o r  two were f requent  v i s i t o r s .  When we were p lay ing  a game 

on the t e n n i s  c o u r t s  and a b a l l  came towards J i m  which he decided 

he  couldn ' t  r e t u r n  proper ly  over  t h e  n e t ,  he took a swing and 

knocked that b a l l  as far as he could over  i n t o  the yard where those 

g i r l s  were v i s i t i n g .  Then he  had t o  go and g e t  t h e  b a l l .  So J i m  

go t  acquainted w i t h  t h e  g i r l s  and as t h e  season went on he had t o  

go chase t h e  t e n n i s  b a l l  more and more o f t en .  Eventual ly,  he 

t a l k e d  one of t h e  g i r l s  i n t o  marrying him. 

A b i g  percentage of s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  l a w  department bt t h e  Univer- 

sity of M i c h i g a g  were o l d e r ;  they  were men t h a t  had t aught  school ,  

some of them were a l r eady  marr ied.  Some of them could t each  t h e  

h igh  school  s u b j e c t s  j u s t  as good as t h e  p ro fe s so r ,  b u t  l o t s  of 

them hadn ' t  been a b l e  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  enough money, even i f  they  
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taught  school ,  t o  put  them through law school ,  s o  they had t o  have 

some kind of work, some kind of job. 

O f  course,  they worked dur ing  t h e  summer a t  whatever they could 

f i n d  t o  do. Some of them s o l d  encyclopedias  from house t o  house, 

some of them s o l d  cooking utensils--any kind of a job they  could 

find t o  make some d o l l a r s  dur ing  t h e  summertime. When they got  

down t h e r e  t o  school ,  some of them found a job wa i t i ng  t a b l e s  a t  

a boarding house, maybe washing d i shes ,  and one waited t a b l e s  down 

a t  t h e  h o t e l  i n  Ann Arbor and one of them, I remember, had a laun- 

dry route .  He  go t  t h e  job of c a r i n g  f o r  a l l  t h e  laundry t h a t  he 

could. The o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  l e t  him t a k e  t h e i r  laundry and he 'd  

gathex it a l l  t oge the r ,  pu t  i t  i n  a b i g  box o r  baske t ,  and s h i p  

i t  t o  some o t h e r  town where t h e  work w a s  done. Then i t ' d  come 

back and he'd d i s t r i b u t e  i t ;  t h a t ' s  t h e  way he pa id  h i s  way through 

l a w  school.  There was just no end of queer  ways t h a t  t hose  s tu -  

dents  would work t o  make t h e i r  money. But they  were a l l  t h e r e  

f o r  bus iness ,  w i t h  very few except ions.  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  year  up t h e r e ,  I had a f e l low t h a t  s a t  next t o  me, 

who belonged i n  a f r a t  house, he w a s  a member of some f r a t e r n i t y .  

H e  only l a s t e d  one semester; a t  t h e  end of  t h e  semester ,  he d i d n ' t  

make t h e  grade. That was t h e  end of him. But most. of them up 

t h e r e  were t h e r e  i n  ea rnes t .  They knew what - they  were t r y i n g  t o  do. 

Q. What d i d  you do dur ing  t h e  summer? 

A. I went back and helped on t h e  f a r m .  One summer, my f a t h e r  wanted 
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a new barn--the o ld  one w a s  very o ld ,  he needed most of i t  f o r  

hay--he needed a barn f o r  l i ves tock .  H e  h i r e d  a country ca rpen te r  

t h a t  was good a t  b u i l d i n g  barns.  I don ' t  t h i n k  h e  would have been 

any good a t  b u i l d i n g  a house, b u t  anyway, he h i r e d  t h i s  ca rpen te r  

and I had a job of he lp ing  t h e  ca rpen te r  b u i l d  t h a t  barn.  One 

t h i n g  a farmer needed i n  a barn ,  i n  t hose  days, was a l a r g e  loft: 

o r  a hay mantle,  and t h e  t r o u b l e  wi th  some barns  w a s  t h a t  they 

d idn ' t  b u i l d  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  barn  t o o  h igh ,  and from t h a t  s i d e  

they 'd j u s t  b u i l d  a l o f t  w i t h  a s t r a i g h t  p i t c h  up t o  t h e  roo f ,  

up t o  t h e  tree. And, of course ,  they 'd pu t  a f l o o r  i n  t h e  l o f t  

h igh  enough s o  t h a t  they  could use t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  barn  f o r  

s t o r a g e  o r  stalls f o r  t h e  ho r ses  and o t h e r  animals. But t h a t  roof 

w a s  i n  t h e  way if you t r i e d  t o  fill i t  wi th  hay and had t o  g e t  up 

t h e r e  on top  of t h a t  hay -you bumped your head on t h a t  roof a l l  

t h e  t i m e  and on t h e  r a f t e r s .  You couldn ' t  ge t  t h e  haymow2 f u l l ,  

because t h e  hay would sett le i t s e l f  down. 

So, we s t a r t e d  t o  b u i l d  a new barn  and w e  f i gu red  ou t  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  

t o  do would be  t o  b u i l d  a mansard roof on her .  The lower p a r t  

of t h e  roof i s n ' t  as s t e e p  a s  t h e  o t h e r ;  i t  goes almost s t r a i g h t  

up par t  of t h e  way and then  i t  makes a jog  o r  two and s l a n t s  i n  

more each time, s o  r e a l l y ,  i t 's  not  e x a c t l y  round, bu t  i t  makes 

an  arch. So we b u i l t  a new barn and pu t  a mansard roof on it,  

t h e  f i r s t  one I eve r  saw out  i n  t h e  country. 

I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  next summer when I go t  home, t h i s  ca rpen te r  

2 
A hay lo f t .  hd2 
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had a job b u i l d i n g  another  farmer a barn.  He  wanted me t o  he lp  

him b u i l d  t h a t .  So t h e  f o l k s  le t  me go and I helped some wi th  

t h e  work a t  home. But f o r  two o r  t h r e e  weeks when t h e  corn  crop 

was taken c a r e  of a t  home and t h e  wheat was o u t  of  t h e  way and 

i t  wasn't  t ime t o  s t a r t  shucking t h e  new crop of corn,  I worked 

wi th  t h i s  ca rpen te r  and we b u i l t  another  barn ,   hat's t h e  way 

I pu t  i n  two summers wh i l e  I w a s  a t  the  Univers i ty  of Michigan. 

Our house got  a l i t t l e  b i t  small, s o  my f a t h e r  decided t o  bu i ld  

a couple of rooms. W e  b u i l t  two o r  t h r e e  new rooms on t h e  house, 

and t o  ge t  t h a t  done, we h i r e d  another  country ca rpen te r  t h a t  w a s  

something l i k e  a forty-second cous in  of  my mother 's.  ( l augh te r )  

Maybe n o t  t h a t  f a r ,  bu t  a d i s tan t :  r e l a t i v e ,  anyway. H e  could have 

been a second cousin. H e  was a l r eady  an  o ld  man, bu t  he  took t h i s  

job and I got t o  h e l p  him. He'd teach  me  how t o  do t h i s  and how 

t o  do t h a t ,  and between us ,  w e  got  t h e  t h r e e  rooms b u i l t ,  a l l  en- 

c losed ,  and a s h i n g l e  roof p u t  on. I don' t  remember how i t  got  

p l a s t e r e d ,  b u t  I t h i n k  they had ano the r  farmer t h a t  d i d  p l a s t e r  

work. Anyway, it was a l l  done, bu t  i t  wasn' t pain ted ,  and i t  

needed t o  be pa in ted .  So, t h e  o ld  ca rpen te r  go t  t h e  o i l  and t h e  

l e a d  and mixed t h e  p a i n t  t o  p a i n t  t h e  o u t s i d e  whi te ,  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  

of t h e  house. I f o r g e t  what co lo r  w e  pa in ted  i n s i d e ,  b u t  anyway, 

he  showed me how t o  mix t h e  p a i n t ;  s o  much l ead ,  s o  much o i l ,  and 

i n s i d e  w e  used s o  much co lo r .  He  showed m e  how t o  brush it-- 

start  a t  t h e  bottom and brush i t  u n t i l  t h e  brush marks don' t  show. 

You want t o  p a i n t  a coa t  p e r f e c t l y  smooth. So w e  got  t h e  house 

pa in ted .  
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Q ,  Is t h i s  t h e  house where your s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  

l i v i n g ?  

A. No, t h i s  is  ano the r  house. 

Q. w e ' l l  have t o  go look a t  a l l  of t h e s e  houses sometime. W i l l  you 

go ou t  and d r i v e  around wi th  me some af te rnoon and po in t  them 

out  t o  me?  

A. Most of them a r e  gone. The double schoolhouse a t  New City is  gone; 

t h e  one down i n  Fo res t  Grove i s  now p a r t  of a man's house. The 

o ld  house on t h e  Old Home Farm i n  Rochester i s  s t i l l  the re .  Out- 

s i d e  i t ' s  j u s t  about a s  i t  w a s ;  b u t  i t ' s  been changed q u i t e  a b i t  

i n s i d e .  Another house t h a t  w a s  on my g randfa the r ' s  p l ace  on t h e  

Rochester farm has  been moved. Whether i t ' s  been t o m  down o r  

n o t ,  I don ' t  know, b u t  i t ' s  gone; i t ' s  n o t  where i t  was when I 

pa in ted  it. 

A f t e r  p a i n t i n g  t h a t  a d d i t i o n  to our  house, t h e  next  summer comes 

along,  and I - - g o t  some spare time. The o l d  two-room schoolhouse 

ac ros s  t h e  road had been pa in t ed  wh i t e  a t  one t i m e ,  bu t  t h a t  was 

s o  many yea r s  ago t h e r e  w a s  hard ly  any p a i n t  l e f t  on t h e  o l d e s t  

p a r t  of i t ,  j u s t  enough t h a t  you could see at  one t i m e  i t  had 

been painted.  So my mother suggested I could p a i n t  t h a t  school- 

house. She o r  some of t h e  f o l k s  spoke t o  t h e  school  d i r e c t o r s  

and they  s a i d ,  "Well what do you want t o  p a i n t  t h a t  schoolhouse 

wi th  two coa t s  of wh i t e  pa in t?"  So I s a i d ,  "I'll do i t  f o r  

f i f t e e n  dol la rs . "  " A l l  r i g h t , "  t h e  d i r e c t o r  s a i d ,  "We can g e t  

you t h e  pa in t , "  and they d id .  They bought whi te  l e a d  and t h e  
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o i l  t h a t  they  f igu red  would be enough t o  do t h e  job. I d i d n ' t  

know enough about i t  t o  make dependable f i g u r e s  on i t  a t  t h a t  

time. I mixed up t h e  white  p a i n t ,  pa in t ed  t h a t  t h i n g  once and 

s t a r t e d  around, pa in t ed  a  second coa t  on i t .  By the  time I 

had given one s i d e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a f r e s h  coa t  of p a i n t ,  up 

comes one of t hese  l i t t l e  summer thunderstorms. I don ' t  t h ink  

i t  ra ined  much, bu t  t h e  wind blew t h e  dus t  o f f  of t h a t  d i r t  

road west of t h e  schoolhouse a g a i n s t  t h a t  f r e s h  pa in t .  It was 

t e r r i b l e !  I had t o  p a i n t  i t  again.  Anyway, before  I got  nea r  

done I'd used up a l l  t h e  p a i n t ,  and the d i r e c t o r  s a i d  t o  go 

and buy some more p a i n t  s o  we could f i n i s h  i t .  But I got i t  

f i n i s h e d  and got f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  of my own money. 

That ' s  t he  f i r s t  money I had earned except  what I got  he lp ing  

out  i n  some ne ighbor ' s  hay f i e l d  ca r ry ing  water  f o r  t h e  thresh-  

i n g  crew i n  t h e  summertime. I got f i f t y  cen t s  a  day i n  a l l ,  

working i n  t h e  hay f i e l d .  

Q. This was before you had t augh t?  

A. Oh, yes.  I wasn't  more than  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o ld .  But I guess i t  

w a s  t he  next  yea r  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  school  wanted 

me t o  p a i n t  t h e i r  schoolhouse. I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  school  

d i s t r i c t .  Anyway, i t  was ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  p r a i r i e ,  and i t  was 

j u s t  one very b i g  room. By t h a t  t i m e ,  I'd f i gu red  out  that I 

wasn ' t  g e t t i n g  pa id  what t h e  m r k  was worth, so  I asked them 

D o 3  $25, and I got  $25 i n  r e a l  money f o r  p a i n t i n g  t h a t  l i t t l e  

schoolhouse, two coa t s .  
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How were t h e  schools  supported;  how were t h e  t a x e s  l ev i ed  a t  t h a t  

time? 

They were j u s t  l e v i e d  a s  a p a r t  of t h e  ord inary  proper ty  taxes .  

I n  every township, they  had what they c a l l e d  t h e  town as ses so r .  

H e  went around and looked a t  your proper ty  and pu t  a va lue  on it. 

The county c l e r k  took t h a t  eva lua t ion  and he took a r e p o r t  t h a t  

had been made t o  him showing how much money t h i s  school  d i s t r i c t ,  

o r  t h i s  road d i s t r i c t ,  o r  pub l i c  body, had t o  have out  of t h e  t a x  

money f o r  t h e  next  yea r .  H e  added t h a t  up and then spread t h a t  

t o t a l  over  t h e  eva lua t ion  t h a t  had been turned i n  by t h i s  a s s e s s o r .  

Then those  f i g u r e s  were extended on a t a x  r o l l  and t h e  t a x  col- 

l e c t o r  go t  those  every spr ing .  He'd come around and g ive  you a 

b i l l  f o r  your taxes .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  schools  got t h e  money. 

Was l i v e s t o c k  included? 

Everything, even your p o t s  and pans w e r e  supposed t o  be included,  

too.  

When you added your new rooms t o  t h e  house, was t h e r e  e l e c t r i c i t y  

a t  t h a t  time. 

Oh, no, t h a t  wasn't  heard o f .  They d i d n ' t  have e l e c t r i c i t y  even 

out  a t  Rochester.  They w e r e  proud of Rochester because i t  w a s  

on a telephone l i n e .  It was on a l i n e  of t h e  Bell Telephone, a 

r e a l  te lephone l i n e !  

What year  d i d  they g e t  te lephones i n  Rochester? 
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A. It was a few yea r s  be fo re  my time, because as f a r  back a s  I can 

remember, t h e  te lephone had been pu t  in .  But, when we were s t i l l  

l i v i n g  out  t h e r e  n e a r  t h e  two-room school  i n  New Ci ty ,  t h e  Twist 

b ro the r s  got t oge the r  and bought po le s ,  and they  b u i l t  a two-wire 

te lephone line from Rochester c l e a r  through New Ci ty  down t o  

Pawnee, s o  they could t a l k  from one of t h e i r  o f f i c e s  t o  t h e  o the r .  

That was q u i t e  an  e n t e r p r i s e .  

A few y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  old D r .  Southwick, t h a t  had h i s  o f f i c e  out  

i n  Beamington--he was a cousin of Harry Southwick, t h a t  was t h e  

doc tor  t h a t  s e t t l e d  he re  i n  Springfield--bought him some poles  

and pu t  i n  a te lephone l i n e  wi th  one wire  from h i s  house i n  

Beamington, about t h r e e  mi les  a c r o s s  country, t o  t he  grocery 

s t o r e  i n  New City.  That wi re  w a s  grounded s o  they  had a c i r c u i t  

t o  ope ra t e  i t .  They had an appara tus  t h a t  they fas tened  on t h e  

w a l l ,  and you turned a crank a s  f a s t  a s  you could. If  you were 

lucky,  t h a t  would r i n g  a b e l l  a t  t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  wi re  and 

someone would answer i t  the re .  Most of t h e  t ime t h e  c i r c u i t  was 

s o  poor t h a t  they could j u s t  make out  what each o t h e r  s a i d  by 

y e l l i n g  a s  loud a s  they  could. Somebody s a i d ,  " I f  they  j u s t  opened 

t h e  window i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e  when they ' r e  going t o  te lephone,  

Doc could s t e p  outdoors a t  h i s  house a t  Beamington and hea r  a whole 

l o t  b e t t e r  than he  could h e a r  over  t h e  te lephone wire." (laughter) 

Q. When d i d  you first ge t  a te lephone i n  your home? 

A. About 1905 o r  1906. They p u t  what they c a l l  a fa rmer ' s  l i n e  out  

through t h e  country from t h e  l i t t l e  towns l i k e  Rochester.  A long 

l i n e  was built down our road. T 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  ended about: two 
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miles  south  of ou r  place, b u t  anyway, i t  got  f a r  enough ou t  t h e r e  

t h a t  we got  a telephone.  

Q. So they got  a  te lephone while  you were i n  co l l ege?  

A. I was away a t  co l l ege  then ,  yes .  

Q. Now, when d i d  they move t o  t h e  p re sen t  farm i n  Rochester,  where 

your s i s t e r  and b r o t h e r  l i v e  now? 

A. They moved from New City down t h e r e ,  I'm n o t  s u r e  now, about 1900. 

I t 's  p o s s i b l e  it  might have been t h e  y e a r  before  o r  i t  might have 

been the  yea r  a f t e r .  

Q. Did your pa ren t s  b u i l d  t h a t  house? 

A. No, t h a t  was on t h e  Old Home Farm. That was my g randfa the r ' s  

p lace .  A p a r t  of t h a t  house, w a s  b u i l t  be fo re  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Q. You s t a r t e d  l i f e  on t h a t  farm i n  Rochester,  then  you moved t o  

New City,  then you went t o  school  i n  Chatham, taught  school  i n  

North Cotton H i l l ,  and moved back t o  t h e  Rochester farm. Is 

t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  O f  course,  the family d i d n ' t  go wi th  me t o  Chatham. The 

f i r s t  I can remember, we were l i v i n g  i n  a  house on my grandfa ther '  s 

farm. He owned s e v e r a l  hundred ac re s ,  I don ' t  know how many. 

Then he  d ied  and i n  a yea r  o r  s o  a f t e r  t h a t ,  we moved from t h a t  

house i n t o  t h e  house i n  which he had l ived, t h e  o l d  house on t h e  

Old Home Farm. It w a s  from t h a t  house t h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  school  
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a t  Fores t  Grove when I w a s  s i x  yea r s  o ld .  Then, i n  about  two 

yea r s ,  my f a t h e r  bought t h e  land up i n  New Ci ty ,  and we moved 

up the re .  The family l i v e d  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  house u n t i l  about 1900. 

By t h a t  r im, my grandmother, who had continued t o  l i v e  on t h e  

Old Home Farm, had died.  An aunt  t h a t  had l i v e d  t h e r e  wi th  h e r  

had moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  an unc le  t h a t  had been t h e r e  had gone 

on t o  Iowa, and my f a t h e r  bought p a r t  of t h e  Old Hone Farm, n o t  

a l l  of i t ,  bu t  a good p a r t  of it. We moved back t h e r e ,  on t h e  

Old Home Farm, and t h a t ' s  where my sister and b r o t h e r  s t i l l  l i v e .  

A s  soon as t h e  weather g e t s  warm, s o r t  of comfortable f o r  moving 

around, w e ' l l  go ou t  through t h a t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  country. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  your s i s t e r  and your b r o t h e r ,  too. 

A. Well, my sister was q u i t e  a b i t  younger. She won't remember 

l i v i n g  a t  New Ci ty .  She wasn ' t  o l d  enough Ifo remembeg when 

w e  moved away from New City.  

Q. When d i d  you move i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld?  

A. 1 d i d n ' t  come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  u n t i l  a f t e r  I got through law school .  

Q. But your p a r e n t s  continued l i v i n g  on t h e  farm out  t h e r e  i n  Rochester? 

A.  For a number of yea r s  they d id .  My b r o t h e r ,  who's l i v i n g  ou t  t h e r e  

now, got  o l d  enough t o  ope ra t e  a farm. H e  married a country g i r l ,  

and r q  sister and youngest b r o t h e r  were t h e  only ones a t  home the re .  

They gave t h e  land  t o  my b r o t h e r  Jack, and moved i n t o  a house down 

he re  a t  Woodside--if you know where Woodside S t a t i o n  is. 
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There used t o  be a s topping  p l ace  down south  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  they 

c a l l e d  Woodside, on t h e  In te rurban  r a i l r o a d .  There was a family,  

t h a t  l i v e d  c l o s e  t h e r e ,  named Crow. The Crow family had two boys, 

both grown. They had t r a v e l e d  back and f o r t h  on t h e  In t e ru rban  

and had gone t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  High School. The o l d e s t  one was teach- 

i n g  school.  He became a good t eache r ;  t h a t ' s  what he d i d  t h e  rest 

of h i s  l i f e .  The younger one of t h e  Crow boys f i n i s h e d  high school  

and studded law someplace, I don ' t  know where. He passed t h e  b a r  

examination--that was DeWitt Crow. He was a lawyer h e r e  i n  Spr ing f i e ld  

f o r  years .  Anyway, the two boys were ready t o  l eave  home, and I 

th ink  t h a t  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  maybe both  t h e i r  pa ren t s ,  died.  The house 

was f o r  r e n t ,  and my f o l k s  r en t ed  i t  and moved over  t he re .  My young- 

e s t  b r o t h e r  t r a v e l e d  on t h e  Interuxban l i k e  t h e  Crow boys d i d  and 

went t o  h igh  school  he re  i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  When he  got through h igh  

school ,  t h e  f o l k s  moved up t o  Champaign. They l i v e d  i n  Champaign 

u n t i l  he got  through t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t he re .  

Q. Did your b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  move wi th  them t o  Champaign? 

A. The only members of t h e  family t h a t  were home then  were my youngest 

b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r ,  Grace, because when t h e  family moved t o  Woodside 

my b r o t h e r  Jack took over  t h e  farm and, of course,  he s t ayed  on t h e  

farm. He's t h e  one t h a t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e ;  h e ' s  been t h e r e  eve r  s ince .  

Q. What were you doing a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  

A. I had just graduated from l a w  school.  I came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  t o  

open a law o f f i c e  w i th  Chauncey Jenkins.  He was i n  my c l a s s  at 

Ann Arbor. 
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Q. This was the  gentleman you spoke of t h a t  wanted t o  go t o  Oklahoma 

with you, o r i g i n a l l y ?  

A. No, no, The Michigan man t h a t  planned t o  go t o  Oklahoma with me, 

t o  open up a law o f f i c e ,  graduated t h e  year ahead of me. That 

f a l l ,  a s  I went back t o  Ann Arbor, I stopped over i n  Chicago t o  

visit him. He  was working i n  a law o f f i c e  i n  Chicago t o  get 

experience. He d idn ' t  say anything about being too hard up t o  

stay i n  Chicago, but  not many weeks a f t e r  I got back i n  school 

i n  Ann Arbor, I had a l e t t e r  from him, w r i t t e n  down i n  Oklahoma. 

H e  explained t h a t  he d idn ' t  have the  money t o  s t a y  i n  Chicago 

any longer, and s o  he had gotten on the  t r a i n  and gone down t o  

Oklahoma, apparently as far a s  h i s  money would take him, because 

he only managed t o  get  down t o  LeFlore County, which is  the  county 

adjoining t h e  Arkansas s t a t e  l i n e .  

That i s  i n  the  pa r t .  of Oklahoma where the Federal Government had 

made records of the  Indian t r i b e s .  The members of the  t r i b e s  had 

divided up the  Indian land among t h e  individual  Indians, and trans-  

f e r red  t i t les  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a c t s  t o  the  d i f f e r e n t  individual  

members of each t r i b e ,  and gave them a t i t l e  t o  a p a r t  of the  land 

which they could keep, o r  they could s e l l  and convey, the  same 

as any other  land. Gave them add i t iona l  land which was ca l l ed  a 

homestead, which t h e  Indians could not  convey. Well, my f r i end  

Cxuesus s a i d ,  when he got down t o  Oklahoma, he inquired about 

opening up an o f f i c e .  He  had landed i n  the  town of Talihina,  

which was only a very small place a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  was introduced 
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t o  another lawyer i n  the town who was a member of the Indian 

t r i b e ,  and who had a considerable law business t h a t  wasn't 

equipped or  t r a ined  properly t o  take care  of a l o t  of i t .  So, 

he and my f r i e n d  had made a deal .  Cruesus was already i n  

Oklahoma, had him an apartment and a law o f f i c e ,  s o  t h a t  was 

the  end of t h a t  arrangement. 

When I got through school i n  1907, I took t h e  bar  examination. 

On the  way home, made a t r i p  out t o  Iowa with an idea  t h a t  I 

might l i k e  t o  s t a r t  up out i n  Iowa. But I found that i t  would 

be impossible t o  take the  bar examination out  the re  f o r  just 

about another year,  s o  I came on home. 

Chauncey Jenkins, when he graduated i n  my c l a s s  i n  June, took 

a job s e l l i n g  advertising space f o r  the  Mark B. Batchelder firm, 

which was engaged i n  t h a t  l i n e  of business, with o f f i c e s  i n  

Peoria. Jenkins t raveled  i n  I l l i n o i s  with that firm, and made 

a c a l l  on the  businessmen i n  Springfield.  When he got i n  

Spr ingf ie ld ,  he ca l l ed  me on the  telephone, and I took him out  

t o  the  Old Home Farm, where I was l i v i n g  with my brother  and 

mother and sister-my father had died. Jenkins got i n t o  Spr ingf ie ld  

on Saturday and by t h e  t i m e  he had ca l l ed  m e  and I had gotten i n t o  

Springfield t o  pick him up, i t  was Saturday evening. 

Well, the  next day o r  so ,  we got t o  t a lk ing  about loca t ing  some 

place, and Jenkins s a i d  the bes t  place he had ever seen was 

r igh t  here i n  Spgingfield. H e  sa id  he'd never been i n  a town 

where so.many people were active, and the streets  were s o  full 

of t r a f f i c ,  and the sidewalks were f u l l  of people, with everybody 

busy. H e  suggested that  w e  both come t o  Springfield and open up. 
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an o f f i c e ;  we  agreed on tha t .  A f e w  weeks l a t e r  t h a t ' s  what we 

did. 

It was the  f i r s t  of January, 1908, when we  opened up the  o f f i c e .  

We found one room f o r  r e n t  on t h e  second f l o o r  on the  southwest 

corner of Sixth and Adam. The adjoining room o r  two had been 

occupied by a  r e a l  e s t a t e  firm, Charl ie  Edmunds and John Gardner, 

together with Otto A. E l l i o t t .  Edmunds and Gardner had broken 

up, given up t h e i r  s i t t i n g  rooms, and we made a  d e a l  with Otto 

A. E l l i o t t  to use a l l  those together.  We stayed there  a  l i t t l e  

over a year and picked up what business w e  could; a  b i g  p a r t  of 

t h a t  was j u s t  co l l ec t ing  the b i l l s  t h a t  the  merchants were having 

t rouble  with. A t  t he  end of the  f i r s t  year,  we had, i n  gross 

r e c e i p t s  f o r  the  year,  a  t o t a l  of $78, less than $80. 

Then i n  1908, Frank L. Hatch and some of the  a t h e r  Republican 

Party leaders  were looking f o r  a  candidate on t h e i r  t i c k e t  f o r  

j u s t i c e  of the  peace i n  Capitol  Township, and they persuaded 

Jenkins t o  give up h i s  par tnership  and run f o r  j u s t i c e  of t h e  

peace. He was e lec ted  and moved i n t o  the  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace 

o f f i c e  i n  the  Springfield Pol ice  Force building.  That l e f t  me 

alone f o r  over another year,  almost two years.  

Judge Hands was e lec ted  from Henry County, I l l i n o i s ,  t o  t h e  

Illinois Supreme Court and Judge ~ a n d g '  son--who was a lawyer 

but  had not  pract iced very long--wanted another lawyer with him. 

He made arrangements t o  c a l l  me in .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  he had an 

o f f i c e  i n  the  Booth bui ld ing with Albert  D. Stevens. s tevens '  
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f a t h e r  was Henry Stevens, who had been e lec ted  county judge of 

t h i s  county. Carl  Melin went t o  Cambridge, I l l i n o i s ,  joined 

the  Hands' law f i r m  the re ,  continued the re  u n t i l  he died. I 

made arrangements with Albert  D. Stevens, and moved over t o  the  

Booth bui ld ing i n  o f f i c e s  with him, on the  four th  f l o o r ,  and 

we made a partnership arrangement that: continued u n t i l  M r .  

Stevens died, j u s t  a few years  ago. 

Your f i r s t  o f f i c e ,  you sa id ,  was on the  southwest comer  of 

Sixth and Adam. Is t h a t  where the  Lincoln-Herndon o f f i c e  

was, i n  the  same building? 

The same building.  

Which room did  you have? 

The Pasf ie ld  family, a s  I remember i t ,  had the nor th  two rooms 

i n  the  building.  And, I think a t  t h a t  time, B. L. Catron, a 

lawyer about the  same age as Albert  D. Stevens, used those rooms 

with the  Pas f i e ld  family. The a r c h i t e c t  Haynes--Murray Haynes' 

father--had most of t h e  space on the  t h i r d  f loor .  And t h e  rooms 

on the south end of the  second f l o o r  were occupied by Clinton 

Good, who was a grocery broker. 

END OF TAPE 

A. A t  one of the  family gatherings when I was j u s t  a k id ,  the  o ld  

fo lks  kept t a lk ing  about M r .  Lincoln. One of them s a i d  that 

William H. Herndon had t o l d  them a s t o r y  which he s a i d  Lincoln 

used t o  t e l l  and w a s  the  type of s t o r y  Lincoln l iked  b e s t .  A s  
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I remember it,  t h e  s t o r y  went something l i k e  t h i s .  

When the  o ld  s e t t l e r s  came i n t o  t h i s  country, most of t h e i r  

equipment was r a t h e r  crude. Some of them d idn ' t  have much 

equipment, but  one th ing t h a t  every family t r i e d  t o  ge t ,  sooner 

o r  later, was a b i g  i r o n  k e t t l e .  Most of the  settlers ra i sed  

hogs f o r  one reason, hogs are quickly grown. One other  reason, 

i n  t h i s  sec t ion  of t h e  country, was t h a t  a ra t t l e snake ' s  b i t e  

wouldn't k i l l  a hog,and t h e  b igges t  p a r t  of the  meat t h e  s e t t l e r  

used w a s  pork, i n  one form o r  another. They butchered t h e i r  own 

hogs. Sometimes a settler had t o  have one o r  more of h i s  neigh- 

bors  t o  come i n  and help,  and they a l l  worked together on t h e  

butchering j ob . 

To butcher a hog . . . f i r s t ,  before they k i l l e d  the  hog, they 

heated a l o t  of water,  scalding,  bo i l ing  hot ,  i n  a l a rge ,  wooden 

staved b a r r e l .  Barre ls  were more common i n  those days because 

t h a t  w a s  the  best  form of packaging anything of considerable 

quant i ty .  When the water was b o i l i n g  ho t ,  t h e  farmer f i l l e d  t h e  

b a r r e l  about h a l f - f u l l  of b o i l i n g  water and then they k i l l e d  the  

hog and s e t  him i n  the  b a r r e l  of hot  water. H e  kept the  hog i n  

the re  long enough, but  not  too long, t o  sca ld  him and make the  

h a i r  remove more e a s i l y .  And so  t h e  hog was pul led  out  and the  

h a i r  scraped o f f .  The hog was never skinned a s  a cow o r  a c a l f  

o r  a s t e e r  would be skinned when they were butchered. The hide 

s t a y s  on the  hog and i f  the  meat i s  cured, t h e  ham o r  the  shoulder 

of the  bacon would s t i l l  have hog skin on the  outside.  
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So, i n  order t o  do h i s  butchering job, every s e t t l e r  had t o  have 

a kettle i n  which he could heat  about f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  gal lons of 

water f o r  t h e  butchering job. A good many of t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  when 

they moved i n ,  brought: with them a big,  i r o n  k e t t l e  t h a t  was set 

up on a p iece  of rock s o  t h a t  a f i r e  could be b u i l t  under o r  

around it t o  heat  the  water. 

The people t h a t  had no such k e t t l e  had t o  borrow one, and a 

s e t t l e r  named Durwig borrowed a k e t t l e  from a neighbor, Carter. 

When he took the  k e t t l e  back, i t  had been cracked, and Carter  

wanted se t t lement .  I guess i t  was dangerous t o  use a cracked 

k e t t l e .  Anyway, Carter  wanted payment f o r  damage t o  h i s  k e t t l e  

and Durwig wouldn't pay h i m  anything. Carter  reported t o  Durwig 

t h a t  i f  Durwig d idn ' t  pay him, Carter  w a s  going t o  br ing a law- 

s u i t  f o r  damage t o  h i s  k e t t l e ,  and Durwig s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  go 

ahead and sue. I have th ree  good defenses." H e  sa id ,  "In t h e  

f i r s t  place,  I never had h i s  k e t t l e .  In  the  second place,  i t  

was cracked when 1 got it. I n  the t h i r d  place,  it  was all r i g h t  

when I took i t  home." 

Q. Did William Henry Herndon t e l l  t h i s  s to ry ,  o r  is  t h i s  one t h a t  

was r e l a t e d  through your r e l a t i v e s ?  

A. ~ e ' s  t h e  one t h a t  reported it.  O f  course, I was a k id ;  I'm not 

sure  t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  Lincoln t o l d  the  story but i t  was the 

type of s t o r y  t h a t  Lincoln to ld .  

Another th ing  t h a t  the  e a r l y  settlers i n  t h i s  sec t ion  used t o  do, 

a t  l e a s t  s o m  of them d i d ,  was make a t r i p  down t o  the  I l l i n o i s  



Gray Herndon 7 8 

River, t o  Beaxdstown o r  somewhere along the  r i v e r ,  f o r  a supply 

of f i s h .  I don't  know how they preserved t h e  fish--whether they 

drived them o r  pickled t h e p - b u t  f i s h  were common. There were 

s l e w s ,  and lakes  along the  r i v e r  always had plenty of f i s h .  Even 

i n  my time, I ' ve  seen them take carloads of f i s h  out of t h a t  lake  

t o  ship  t o  New York City fo r  market. 

One f a l l ,  my grandfather and three  o r  four  o thers  got together 

and took t h e i r  n e t s ,  and s t a r t e d  out  t o  Beardstown t o  get a supply 

of f i s h .  The t r i p  t o  Beardstown took two days and they camped 

overnight somewhere along t h e  road. They took along something 

f o r  t h e i r  meals while they were on t h e  t r i p .  Along the  road, 

now and then, the re  comes some s e t t l e r ' s  house. 

One afternoon on t h i s  t r ip-- the road went by a s e t t l e r ' s  house-- 

along the  road some dis tance  from the  house was a n ice  b i g  chicken. 

One of the  group, a b i g  young man named Harpie Young, jumped out  

of the wagon and s t a r t e d  a f t e r  the  chicken. Well, the  chicken 

headed f o r  the  house and before Harpie could catch the  chicken, 

i t  turned i n t o  t h e  ba rn lo f t  drive.  The barn door was open and 

the  chicken ran  ins ide ,  with Harpie r i g h t  a f t e r  it .  Before Harpie 

caught up with the  chicken, the re  w a s  a big man standing the re  

i n  the  barn with a p i tchfork  i n  h i s  hand, and the man ye l l ed  a t  

Harpie, "What a r e  you doing chasing my chicken?" Harpie says,  

"It's your chicken?" H e  s a i d  he was i n  the  group who were on the  

way down t o  the  r i v e r  t o  ge t  a supply of fish, and s a i d ,  "We had 

the  chicken t i e d  up and brought i t  along f o r  supper tonight  when 

we made camp." So the  farmer with t h e  p i tchfork  helped Harpie 



Gray Hemdon 79 

catch t h e  chicken and he walked off with i t .  

Harpie Young l ived  out  i n  Rochester. By the  time I got through 

school, and s t a r t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  law I n  Springfield,  Haapie had 

a job under the  Sangamon County s h e r i f f  i n  the  c i r c u i t  court  

room. The s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  furnished two o f f i c e r s ,  b a i l i f f s ,  

they ca l l ed  them. It was t h e i r  job t o  po l i ce  the  c i r c u i t  cour t ,  

and Harpie Young, a t  one t i m e ,  had t h a t  job.  H e  was court  b a i l i f f .  

He w a s  then an old  man with long whiskers. I 've forgot ten  the  

name of the  o ther  b a i l i f f ,  who was a small fellow. I don't th ink 

he was any bigger than I am, weighed about one hundred fifty 

ppunds, but he was a Jew.  

When the re  were a group of lawyers o r  o thers  around with nothing 

e l s e  t o  do, some of them would s t a r t  t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s  of one kind 

o r  another, and Harpie Young l iked  t o  t a l k .  This i s  one of those 

s t o r i e s .  sp is ten," he sa id ,  " there was a southern p lan te r  t h a t  

had a colored woman t h a t  worked f o r  him a l l  he r  l i f e t ime .  She 

was middle-aged and had helped r a i s e  the  p lan te r ' s  family. She 

went t o  the  p lan te r  one day and sa id  she'd l i k e  t o  get off  f o r  

a  day, t h a t  following Saturday o r  Sunday and the  p lan te r  s a i d ,  

' A l l  right.' H e  said, 'Auntie, what a r e  you going t o  do?' And 

she sa id ,  'well, I ' m  going t o  ge t  married.' And he says,  'Oh,  

no! Who a r e  you going t o  marry?' And the  woman sa id ,  'well, 

I ' m  going t o  marry Ah Sing; he 's  a Chinese laundryman i n  town, 

and we're going t o  get  married.' And the  p lan te r  says,  'Oh, no!' 

He sa id ,  'Auntie, wha t ' l l  your chi ldren be?' And she s a i d ,  'Oh, 

I guess t h e y ' l l  be l i t t l e  Jews. ' I '  ( laughter)  
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Q. Last  t i m e  I was  here you were t e l l i n g  me about your d i f f e r e n t  law 

o f f i c e s .  Your f i r s t  one waa i n  the  Lincoln-Herndon building,  and 

the  second one was i n  the  Booth bui ld ing,  with Mr. Stevens--is 

t h a t  co r rec t?  

A. Yes, we s t a r t e d  up together i n  the  Booth building.  I moved out 

of the  o ther  bui ld ing . . . D h e  Lincoln-Herndon b u i l d i n g .  

Stevens already had an o f f i c e  i n  the  Booth building.  1 th ink he 

and h i s  f a t h e r  made an o f f i c e  the re  before his fa the r  w a s  e l ec ted  

judge . 

Q. Did you keep your o f f i c e  i n  the  Booth building,  o r  did you eventually 

move? 

A. Before we had our o f f i c e s  i n  the  Booth building--more than two 

o r  th ree  years ,  a s  I remember it--the Farmers Bank merged with 

the  Ridgely Bank and moved out .  The Farmers Bank had been located 

i n  a bui ld ing the  bank had b u i l t  on the  nor theas t  corner of the  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Sixth  and Adams. When the  bank consolidated witn 

Ridgely, both of them moved i n t o  the  bui ld ing a t  the  southeast  

corner of F i f t h  and Monroe. That l e f t  the  g rea te r  p a r t  of the  

bank bui ld ing a t  Sixth  and Adams and a bui ld ing o r  two j u s t  nor th  

of t h a t ,  which the  bank a l s o  owned, mostly vacant. 

M r .  Stevens had done some work f o r  t h e  Central I l l i n o i s  Public 

Service Company, whichpat t h a t  time,was being b u i l t  up by the  

purchase of smaller u t i l i t i e s  around the  s t a te - -a l l  t h e  way from 

l i t t l e  towns t o  big ones as f a r  north a s  Peoria,  south t o  Cairo. 

M r .  Stevens ta lked the  o f f i c i a l s  of Central  I l l i n o i s  Public Ser- 
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vice  Company rented the  bank property and moved i n  a t  the  north- 

east comer  of Sixth and Adams. When they d id  t h a t ,  they rented 

t o  us the  o f f i c e  rooms on the four th  f l o o r  of the  bank building 

and we  moved from the  Booth bui ld ing over t o  Sixth and Adams. 

The Central  I l l i n o i s  Public Service Company consolidated i t s  pro- 

p e r t i e s  and bought more property f o r  transmission l i n e s ,  t o  con- 

nec t  them up, t o  serve  the  biggest  mines i n  southern I l l i n o i s .  

Soon, they needed more o f f i c e  space, and decided t o  put up a new 

of f i ce  bui ld ing a t  Sixth and Adams. Before they did  t h a t ,  they 

bought t h e  ground south of t h e  r a i l r o a d  on Madison S t r e e t  and 

w e s t  of Ninth S t r e e t  and put up a l a rge  b u i l d i n c - t h r e e  or  four 

s tor ies- - that  was designed and intended t o  be used eventually 

as a warehouse; the  r e s t  of the  ground w a s  t o  be used f o r  t h e i r  

own parking l o t .  When they were ready t o  t e a r  down the  o ld  build- 

i n g  at: Sixth and Adams, w e  bought add i t iona l  space the re  and 

everybody, including the  law firm, moved over i n t o  the  new build- 

i n g  a t  Ninth and Madison and operated there  a year o r  two u n t i l  

t h e  new I l l i n o i s  Building was completed. Then, we got l i b r a r y  

and o f f i c e  room on the  n in th  f l o o r  and moved back there.  The 

firm continued as successors t o  the  f i rm t h a t ' s  s t i l l  using the  

same o f f i c e .  

Q. Would you t e l l  me about a p r iva te  a l l e y  t h a t  was made a p a r t  of 

the I l l i n o i s  Building? 

A. The bank bui ld ing i t se l f  was only about 25 f e e t  wide and it only 

extended e a s t  100 o r  110 f e e t  from Sixth S t r e e t .  Adjoining t h a t  
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building and the  o ther  bui ld ing t o  the  nor th  i n  t h a t  block was 

a driveway. On t h e  e a s t  of t h a t  driveway, on t h e  north s i d e  of 

Adam S t r e e t ,  was Keltie's Saloon, and e a s t  of t h a t ,  some small 

business which might have been another saloon--there were plenty 

of saloons. Those bui ld ings  were old and about t o  f a l l  down. 

The  elt tie's Saloon property was on the  market; i t  was f o r  s a l e .  

We looked i n t o  the t i t l e  of t h a t  driveway. The Farmers Bank had, 

a t  one time, f ixed a gate  a t  the  entrance from Adams S t r e e t ,  and 

the  hinges fox the  gate were s t i l l  i n  t h e  e a s t  wa l l  of the  o ld  

bank bui ld ing before it was t o m  down. W e  suggested t o  the  CTPS 

o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  i f  they were preparing t o  bu i ld  8 r e a l  l a rge  o f f i c e  

building,  they needed more room than what they had acquired from 

t h e  old Farmers Bank. They agreed t o  t h a t ,  and changed t h e i r  

plans. They bought the   elt tie's Salaon property,  and bought the  

next  one e a s t  of t h a t ;  I don't  remember whether they bought the  

t h i r d  one o r  not .  They a l s o  bought more property t o  t h e  nor th ,  

They wanted t o  buy the  bui ld ing i n  which t h e  Simmond's bookstare 

had been operated f o r  years.  W e  found t h a t  t h a t  property was 

owned by the  Hay family. Logan Hay e i t h e r  awned i t  himself o r  

he  was the  representa t ive  f o r  the  o the r  members of the  family. 

In  any event, the  company had t o  dea l  with Logan Hay. Hay wouldn't 

put  a p r i c e  on the  building;  he wouldn't agree t o  sel l  i t  a t  any 

pr ice .  But he f i n a l l y  agreed t h a t  he would l ease  them the  build-  

ing; I th ink the t e r m  they f i n a l l y  agreed on was f i f t y  years.  

A t  any r a t e ,  they took a long-term l e a s e  from M r .  Hay, and included 

t h a t  i n  the ground on which t h e i r  new bui ld ing was constructed. 
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So, p a r t  of t h a t  I l l i n o i s  Building s tands  on leased ground. 

The t i t l e  t o  t h a t  driveway along the  e a s t  s i d e  of those old build- 

ings  was made s a t i s f a c t o r y  and i t ' s  owned by the Public Service 

Company, j u s t  a s  any of t h e i r  p r i v a t e  property. The I l l i n o i s  

Building was b u i l t  where t h e  driveway used t o  be and they opened 

a new driveway on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of the  new bui ld ing,  so  t h a t  they 

could d r ive  down i t  t o  t h e  basement, o r  sub-basements under the  

I l l i n o i s  Building, where i t  was designed f o r  parking room. 

Q. That must have been the  f i n e s t  bui ld ing i n  Spr ingf ie ld  when i t  

was b u i l t .  

A. It is  today. It's a wel1.constructed building.  It has fast 

e leva to r  se rv ice ,  four  cages operate a l l  day. The f l o o r s  a r e  

ter razzo,  marble, ground o f f ,  and a r e  f in ished with a p a t t e r n  

i n  them; t h e  wal ls  i n  the  cor r idors  a r e  paneled with marble s l abs .  

There hasn ' t  been a crack i n  any of t h e  f l o o r s  s ince  the  build- 

ing  was p u t  up. I don' t  th ink the re ' s  any doubt, i t ' s  the 

f i n e s t  bui ld ing y e t  i n  the  c i t y  of Springfield.  

Q. When was i t  b u i l t ?  

A. The plans  were made before the  crash i n  1929. But they went 

ahead with the  bui ld ing and f in ished it .  A s  I remember, they 

moved back into i t  i n  1931, 

Q. So, the  crash r e a l l y  d idn ' t  a f f e c t  t h e  completion of t h a t  bui ld ing? 

A. No. 
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Q. How d i d  t h e  c r a sh ,  o r  the  Depression, a f f e c t  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. A l l  of Sp r ing f i e ld  was  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  rest of t h e  country. Some 

people had money i n  t h e  banks t h a t  they  couldn ' t  g e t  ou t  and, f o r  

t h a t  reason,  they couldn ' t  pay t h e i r  deb t s  a ~ d  t h e i r  c r e d i t o r s  couldn ' t  

pay t h e i r s .  Things were r e a l l y  tough f o r  a whi le ,  b u t  m o s t  bus inesses  

worked t h e i r  way through, Farmers Bank fo lded  up, i t  was t h e  only 

Spr ing f i e ld  bank t h a t  had t o  c lose .  It may b e  t h a t  such hard t i m e s  

don ' t  a f f e c t  a lawyer's bus iness  as much a s  some o the r s ,  because you 

l o s e  some kind of work, bu t  hard times make t r o u b l e  f o r  people 

and you p ick  up o the r  kinds of work. 

O f  caurse ,  i n  our f i rm,  we got  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  bus iness  from the 

I n s u l l  family i n  Chicago. I f  you remember, they  had bought: up 

a number of p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the country,  

probably had c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  Cen t r a l  I l l i n o i s  Pub l i c  Ser- 

v ice .  But, of course,  t h e  power p l a n t s  a l l  kep t  opera t ing .  Coal 

mines had t o  p u t  ou t  c o a l  t o  make power. So fa r  as our  f i r m  was 

concerned, t h e  worst  t h i n g  about  t h e  Depression was what i t  d i d  

t o  t h e  investments  and savings  we had made i n  some of the  u t i l i t y  

p r o p e r t i e s .  

Nei ther  M r .  Stevens nor  I had any l a r g e  amount of  money t o  i n v e s t ,  

b u t  what we had, we had p u t  i n  bends, o r  more o f t e n  s tock ,  i n  

some of t h e s e  u t i l i t i e s ,  n o t  only such as t h e  I n s u l l  atilitieg 
Company, b u t  companies l i k e  Southwest Cen t r a l  and Southwest Pub l i c  

Service and p r o p e r t i e s  i n  Indiana and Michigan. Anyway, as far  

as I was concerned, I was wiped o u t ,  What I had left d i d n ' t  amount 



Gray Herndon 85 

t o  much, but  t h a t  was t r u e  of l o t s  of people. The law business 

wasn't too bad, though; w e  were making enough money t h a t  w e  had 

some income t a x  t o  pay, probably i t  wasn't a whole l o t ,  but  any- 

way nobody l i k e s  t o  pay any kind of tax. 

I n  1930 and 1931, business,  f o r  some people, began t o  get  b e t t e r .  

During t h a t  spring,  the  p r ice  of stock i n  companies l i k e  I n s u l l  

Ut i l i t ies  Company began t o  come back. Up t o  t h a t  time, I hadn't  

bought any s tock i n  I n s u l l  U t i l i t i e s ,  although M r .  Stevens had. 

All spr ing I saw the  p r i c e  of t h a t  s tock ge t t ing  a l i t t l e  higher 

and a l i t t l e  higher,  and f i n a l l y  along about May of t h a t  year, 

Herbert Hoover came out and announced i n  some conference t h a t  

t h e  government was going t o  take add i t iona l  s t e p s  t o  speed the  

reuovery. Hoover sa id ,  "In ninety days, every s ign  of thedepres-  

s ion  w i l l  have been eradicated." 

I thought, if I'm going t o  get any Insull U t i l i t i e s  stock, I bet- 

t e r  be g e t t i n g  it. So I took what money 1 had, I even went t o  

the  bank and borrowed some money, and bought me  some I n s u l l  

U t i l i t i e s  stock. 

A wave of bankruptcy proceedings went across  the  country and l o t s  

of corporat ions,  which would have been able  t o  work t h e i r  way 

through, had t h e i r  chances cu t  of f  by bankruptcy proceedings sonme- 

body would start. They couldn' t  get  the  f i n a n c h g ,  so  receivers  

were appointed and l o t s  of them were l iquidated  which shouldn' t  

have been l iquidated .  

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I held 600 o r  800 shares  of the  s tock of Central  
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and Southwest U t i l i t y  Company, which operated down i n  Oklahoma 

and perhaps i n  a p a r t  of Texas. The market p r i c e  f o r  the  s tock 

was down t o  $.32 a share  and i t  looked like i t  was a company t h a t  

would be thrown i n t o  receivership any day, and wiped out .  I n  

order t o  be ab le  t o  take a l o s s  on my income t a x  f o r  t h a t  year,  

I sold  a l l  of the  s tock i n  that company t h a t  I: owned, with the  

exception of j u s t  a few odd shares,  less than a hundred. I got 

$.32 a share  f o r  them. 

A s  th ings  turned out ,  Central  and Southwest never was thrown i n t o  

receivership.  It continued t o  operate and i t ' s  s t i l l  operat ing 

today. The stocks went up t o  about $45 a share.  I th ink they 

were i n  t h e  Wall S t r e e t  Journal .  So, M r .  Hoover was a l i t t l e  

b i t  wrong when he s a i d  the  depressionwould be over, every sign 

eradicated  wi th in  n inety  days. 

What happened t o  the  Insull Company? 

They w e r e  washed out.  The I n s u l l  U t i l i t y  Company was j u s t  a 

t o t a l  loss .  

Did many businesses have t o  c lose  i n  Springfield during t h a t  time? 

Not i n  Springfield.  A b i g  p a r t  of the  businesses i n  Spr ingf ie ld  

were, a s  they a r e  now, small a f f a i r s ,  and they d idn ' t  have t o  

have a l a r g e  cash income i n  order t o  keep going. 

How did  t h i s  a f f e c t  t h e  farmer? 

I just don't  remember what farm p r i c e s  were during those years.  
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Of course, t h e i r  p r i c e s  were a f fec ted  t o  some ex ten t ,  but  I don't  

remember how much. The farmers t h a t  had a l a rge  mortgage on t h e i r  

farm were out of luck i f  t h a t  mortgage loan f e l l  due during such 

a period, because they couldn't  borrow money. Nobody could bor- 

row money anywhere. One of the  merchants had done business f o r  

years  a t  t h e  Marine Bank, but,  f o r  some reason o r  o ther ,  he  had 

borrowed some money from t h e  Ridgely-Farmers Bank. When t h a t  

bank folded up, they wanted everybody t o  pay what they owed the  

bank. When h i s  note  came due, t h e  receiver  sa id ,  "Pay your note." 

It w a s  j u s t  a t  t h e  wrong time. H e  couldn't  borrow a hundred do l l a r s .  

Of course, you can understand why the  banks had no money they were 

w i l l i n g  t o  loan. They were a l l  t ry ing  t o  get everybody t o  pay 

them, s o  they'd have t h e  money t o  pay t h e  depositors .  The people 

t h a t  had t h e i r  money deposited i n  the  bank were e n t i t l e d  t o  have 

i t  any time they demanded it .  I f  t h e  government hadn't  stepped 

i n  and frozen the  s i t u a t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  banks would have been i n  re- 

ceivers '  hands, because t h e  deposi tors  wanted t h e i r  money out.  

Everybody was i n  favor of g e t t i n g  h i s  money out of the  bank; 

whether he needed it o r  not ,  he wanted i t  out .  

Q. I noticed you have some notes there  t h a t  you made during the  week. 

A. I made them when you w e r e  here  l a s t  t i m e .  One was t h a t  Harpie 

Young f i s h i n g  t r i p  and the  chicken d e a l  s to ry .  When Harpie t o l d  

it,  it was  my grandfather t h a t  got out  and chased the  chicken i n t o  

the  barn. I kind of th ink I ' d  r a t h e r  bel ieve  my grandfather. 

When Harpie Young was young, j u s t  about the  time of t h a t  fishing 
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t r i p ,  sorae boys out  i n  the Rochester neighborhood found a good 

watermelon patch on some farm near Rochester. I n  order t o  r a i s e  

watermelons, a farmer usually l e f t  an open space out i n  t h e  mid- 

d l e  of a b i g  corn f i e l d  where i t  would be out of s i g h t  and where 

nobody would f ind  i t ,  because s t e a l i n g  watermelons wasn't a crime; 

i t  wasn't even a misdemeanor, there  wasn't  anything wrong about 

s t e a l i n g  a watermelon. 

Some of t h e  boys i n  Rochester had found a farmer's watermelon 

patch and one of them s a i d  something t o  Harpie Young about the  

watermelon patch. Harpie sa id ,  "Well, why don' t  we go out  some 

moonlit n igh t  and get us some watermelon?" That 's  what the  boys 

were i n  favor of doing. So, they organized a pa r ty  and picked 

a c e r t a i n  n ight  t o  do t h i s .  In t h e  meantime, Harpie went and 

t o l d  t h e  farmer what the  p lans  were. So, when the  t i m e  came, 

Harpie--who was a b i g  ---and t h e  boys went out  and s l ipped in- 

t o  the  melon patch. They hunted around u n t i l  they found some 

b i g  melons t h a t  were r ipe .  I n  those days, anybody t h a t  knew 

melons could t e l l  a r i p e  melon i n  t h e  dark; they didn ' t  need t o  

see it, they could t e l l  by thumping on t h e  melon whether it was 

r ipe .  About the time they'd picked up a melon, somebody a t  the  

edge of the  patch l e t  go with two b i g  shots  from a shotgun, The 

boys s t a r t e d  t o  run out t h e  o the r  side of the  patch and Harpie 

f e l l  down on the  ground and s a i d ,  "Oh, they got me,  boys. They 

got me. Don't go away and leave me." And the  k ids  d idn ' t  leave 

him. Some of them went back. They could hardly l i f t  Harpie t o  

carry  him, but  they ca r r i ed  him, o r  dragged him out  of t h e  f i e l d ,  
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and got him away from the  farmer with the  shotgun. Later  on, of 

course, Harpie was able  t o  get  up and walk home. H e  wasn't h u r t  

anymore than t h e  boys were, but  they d idn ' t  know tha t .  

Q. Were the  boys caught? 

A. Oh, no. Of course, everybody knew who they were. Nobody t r i e d  

t o  catch them. The farmer hadn't  shot  at  them. He j u s t  went out  

there  with blank loads i n  h i s  shotgun just t o  play a joke on the  

boys, 

Q. Did you ever s t e a l  any watermelons? 

A. Sure: Some good ones! One year we didn ' t  p l a n t  any melons. If 

we d id ,  I can ' t  remember, but  t h e  fo lks  needed c i t r o n s  f o r  pre- 

serves  and out  i n  one of t h e  cornf ie lds  t h e  fo lks  had planted some 

ci t ron seeds. The c i t r o n  grows up and makes a vine  t h a t  looks 

almost exact ly  l i k e  a watermelon vine ,  not  q u i t e  as l a rge  a vine. 

Citrons don't  grow a s  l a r g e  a s  watermelon, but  they ' re  as b i g  a s  

b i g  muskmelons. Some of the  boys i n  t h e  neighborhood found the  

c i t r o n  vine and plugged all t h e  c i t ron .  That ruined the  crop. 

They were plugging them t o  f ind  a r i p e  watermelon; they thought 

they were watermelons. Have you ever ea ten  c i t r o n  preserves? 

Q. I don't  be l ieve  so. 

A. Ever ea ten  watermelon preserves? 

Q. Oh, yes. W e  used t o  make those a t  home. 

A. You handle c i t r o n s  the  same way. Only the  r ind  makes a b e t t e r  
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preserve. ltt s more--translucent, I guess, i s  t h e  word. I t ' s  

j u s t  about as s w e e t  as anything can be, 

Q. Did you e a t  c i t r o n  a s  a f r u i t  a l so?  

A. No, not: a s  a f r u i t .  I don't  think it would be any b e t t e r  than 

a raw pumpkin. 

Q. Citron is  what they put i n  f ru i t cake?  

A, Yes. Citron preserves a r e  n i c e r  than what you buy a t  the  s t o r e  

t o  put  i n  f ru i t cakes ,  because what you buy i n  the  s t o r e  i s  dr ied  

out ,  but t h a t ' s  the same thing. 

Q. What o the r  bad th ings  d id  the  k ids  do back then f o r  amusement? 

A. The k ids  weren't t h a t  bad back then!  hat's the  only thing t h a t  

k ids  would s t e a l .  

Q. Were there  hayrack r i d e s  or picnics?  

A. Not u n t i l  we got b i g  enough t o  work. We worked with the  hayrack, 

and when the hay making was done, we  d idn ' t  want t o  see  a hayrack 

again during our l i fe t ime!  

Out i n  the  country was a f i s h  t r ap .  Back i n  the  e a r l y  days, t h e  

I l l i n o i s  l a w  was changed t o  make f i s h  t r aps  i l l e g a l .  Later  on 

some of the fo lks  l i v i n g  along the  r i v e r s  fixed them up boxes 

b u i l t  of s l a t s  which they took out i n  the  r i v e r  and sank t o  the  

bottom--weighted them down wi th  a rock o r  some br icks ,  something 

t o  hold them from f l o a t i n g  away--and they ca l l ed  those f i s h  

t raps .  But the  f i s h  t r a p s  that 1 re fe r red  t o  are something en- 
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t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  

There used t o  be a f i8h  t r a p  on the  south fork  of the  Sangamon 

River, out  the re  adjoining my grandfather 's  place,  the  Old Home 

Farm. There was a p lace  the re  where t h e  r i v e r  made a bend and 

ran  r i g h t  along a t  the  foot  of a b l u f f ;  a t  t h a t  place the re  was 

a l i t t l e  rock, more o r  less rock. Rock along these creeks, l i k e  

Horse Creek out  here and most of South Fork--there j u s t  i s n ' t  

any. For most of the  length  of those creeks, you wouldn't f ind  

a rock of any kind o r  s i z e .  But, i n  places along t h e  South Fork 

there 'd  be some rock crop out ,  and t h a t  was t r u e  down along the  

s i d e  of t h i s  b l u f f .  I don't  know when i t  was f i r s t  built--before 

I can remember--but there 'd  always been a f i s h  t r a p  b u i l t  there .  

That f i s h  t r a p  was made by bui ld ing two p i e r s  o r  pu t t ing  i n  two 

l a r g e  posts  about th ree  o r  four  f e e t  a p a r t ,  s tanding out  i n  the  

middle of t h e  r i v e r .  Then, they put a l o g  across from t h e  r i v e r  

bank a t  one end out  t o  those p i e r s  and fastened the  o ther  end of 

the  log  there s o  i t  wouldn't f l o a t  away. Then, they l a i d  boards, with 

one end of the  board stuck i n  t h e  bottom of t h e  r i v e r  bed and 

the  o ther  end of t h e  board was up agains t  t h i s  crosspiece.  They 

fastened those boards c lose  enough together and f i l l e d  the  cracks 

so  the water wouldn't go through; they had a dam. I n  t h e  middle, 

between t h e  two pikers, was a spillway. 

I n  the  spring,  o rd ina r i ly  every spring,  snow would m e l t  and o f ten  

we'd have some b i g  r a i n ,  and these  creeks and r i v e r s  would get 

out of t h e i r  banks. When t h a t  happened, of course, t h i s  l i t t l e  
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dam t h a t  only stood about six f e e t  high, was f a r  under the  water 

and the  f lood comlng down the  r i v e r  ran over t h a t  so  you couldn't  

see the re  was a dam underneath there .  A t  t h a t  time of year,  the  

b i g  f i s h  cane up these  creeks t o  spawn. The big Mississippi  cat-  

f i s h  t h a t  came up t h e  Miss iss ippi  River, up the  I l l i n o i s ,  and up 

the  South Fork of t h e  Sangamon, just: swam r i g h t  on upstream, over 

these  fish t r aps .  

I n  the course of perhaps two weeks, the  f lood waters had gone 

down. The water i n  the  r i v e r  was s t i l l  running severa l  f e e t  

deep r i g h t  over t h i s  dam. As t h e  water got lower eventually,  

when the  water came t o  the  dam, i t  ran  through t h i s  spillway-- 

between the  p i l l a r s  i n  the  middle. The man t h a t  b u i l t  the  dam 

would bui ld  a s i e v e o u t  of s l a t s ,  so t h a t  the  water coming over 

t h e  spil lway would pour over and f a l l  on t h i s  device t h a t  had 

slats on t h e  bottom and s l a t s  on the  s ide .  The water could go 

through, but  a f i s h  of any s i z e  wouldn't go through between the  

slats. I n  order t o  make sure  t h e  f i s h  didn' t get  away--some of 

them might be ab le  t o  s w i m  back i n  t h a t  stream of water--when 

he b u i l t  t h i s  t r ap ,  he brought the  upper end of it  up and then 

made a s t ep  down and below; he b u i l t  another t r a p  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  

one, The f i s h  f lops  around the  smaller, f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  t r a p ,  

f i n a l l y  f lops  i t s e l f  over t h e  edge here  and i n t o  the  second one, 

then he ' s  caught, H e  can' t  get  back up the re ;  he 's  out of t h e  

water. 

One spr ing t h a t  I remember w e l l ,  i t  was a ra iny one, t h e  r i v e r  
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had been high and t h e  water went down. I was too small t o  go 

alone. 

EM) OF TAPE 

A. I didn ' t  go along t h a t  n igh t ,  but  my dad, Ralph Tobin's dad, Tom 

Thornton and two o r  three  of the  neighbors, a l l  went down one 

night  t o  where t h i s  old f i s h  t r a p  had been. I n  order t o  comply 

with the  law agains t  f i s h  t r aps ,  some of the  boards had been taken 

out  of t h i s  dam s o  the  water could run on through. But they took 

some boards down the re  with them, and they covered thoae holes 

i n  t h e  o l d  dam. It wasn't very long before the  water had f i l l e d  

up above t h a t  dam, s o  a l l  of it  was going over the spil lway be- 

tween those p i l l a r s  i n  t h a t  f i s h  t r ap .  They stayed the re  u n t i l  

l a t e  the  next morning, and during the  n igh t ,  a l o t  of f i s h  t h a t  

w e r e  coming downstream t o  get away from the  lower water upstream 

went over t h a t  spillway i n t o  the  t r ap .  They brought severa l  b i g  

Miss iss ippi  c a t  up t o  our house. 

I n  those days, our house was equipped with a c i s t e r n  i n  which 

t h e  s o f t  water ran  off  the  house, but  it was too small,  and we 

had around here and there ,  one perhaps a t  each corner of t h e  

house, some b i g  b a r r e l s  w e  c a l l e d  r a i n  b a r r e l s  t o  catch some 

mare water. They brought one of those Miss iss ippi  c a t f i s h  up 

the re  and s tuck him h e a d f i r s t  i n  one of these  f i f ty -ga l lon  

r a i n  ba r re l s .  H e  was such a b i g  f i s h  t h a t  h i s  t a i l  s tuck out  of 

t h e  top of t h e  ba r re l .  They butchered two o r  th ree  of those 

b i g  MLssissippi ca t .  Some of them would have a f i s h  i n s i d e  of 
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i what would be about t h e  r i g h t  time, and they went down the re  a t  

n ight .  They s a i d  afterwards t h a t  one of these  b i g  f i s h  came over 

the  spi l lway i n t o  t h a t  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  f i s h t r a p ,  and the  h i red  

man who was working and l i v i n g  a t  oar  house climbed down i n  t h e r e  

t o  ge t  the  f i s h  out  without wait ing f o r  the  f i s h  t o  f l o p  up over 
I 

t he  next s t ep .  The f i s h  knocked h i s  f e e t  out  from under him, and 

he'd f a l l e n  down under t h a t  spi l lway,  and the  weight of the  water 

held him down. He was lucky t o  ge t  out  a l i v e .  

Q. How far was your house from the  r i v e r ?  

A. The farm bordered t h e  r i v e r  f o r  about two miles.  
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thear-what we' d call a b i g  fish--that the  bigger one had gobbled 

UP 

Q. I take i t  t h i s  was done i n  the  springtime. 

A. Oh, yes!   hat's because these  b i g  Miss iss ippi  cat were on t h e i r  

way back down t o  the  K s s i s s i p p i  River. I don' t  know how f a r  

they went up, but  they'd come up the  r i v e r  t o  spawn and they 

were ready t o  go back t o  the Mississ ippi ,  they were on t h e i r  way 

downstream. 

Q. About when did they pass the  law t o  make i t  i l l e g a l  t o  use f i s h  

t r a p s ?  

A. Oh, before  my t ime. I d o n r t  know, I never looked it up. Every- 

body knew i t  w a s  aga ins t  t h e  l a w  t o  have one of  those t r a p s .  

 hat's t h e  reason the  boards had been to rn  out, s o  the  water could 

go out  through t h a t  dam. But of course, our f o l k s  f igured  out  
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Did you used t o  s w i m  i n  it? 

Oh, yes. We had a s w i d n g  hole,  up where the  r i v e r  made a bend 

and there  was a b luff  on one s i d e  and a sandy, clean bottom. 

Ralph Tobin used t o  come over there  and go swimming with us. Did 

you know Ralph Tobin? 

No, I don't  be l ieve  I ever m e t  him. 

That 's Willard 's  f a t h e r ,  a jewelry s t o r e  owner. H e  s t i l l  has a 

s t o r e  down there ,  next t o   ernd don's. O f  course, Herdon's, i n  my 

t i m e ,  wasn't ~ e r n d o n ' a ;  i t  was Furlong's f o r  years and years.  

Herndon's s t a r t e d  on the square, didn ' t  i t ?  

It was on the  northwest corner of F i f t h  and Adams, nor th  across 

Adam S t r e e t  from the  bank bui ld ing t h a t  is  now t h e  F i r s t  National,  

i t  used t o  be the  S t a t e  National Bank. 

For a number of y e a r s  after t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came i n t o  Sangamon 

County, the re  were no bridges across these  streams. T'heytd ford 

the creek and there's a place out  the re  next t o  t h e  Old Home Farm 

where the re  used t o  be a ford.  O f  course, i t  wasn't used i n  my 

time. They q u i t  using them years before,  but  the re  was t h e  cut 

through the  r i v e r  bank t h a t  showed where t h e  ford  had been. 

There were no apple  orchards around here when the s e t t l e r s  came. 

They had t o  be planted and grown. Some of them planted apple  

orchards and cherry orchards and the  people t h a t  d i d n ' t  have an 

orchard would take their wagon, i n  the  f a l l ,  and go get  them a sup- 

p l y  of apples. 
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Sometimes they  would bury t h e  apples  and some t u r n i p s ,  some I r i s h  

po ta toes  and sweet po ta toes .  They'd plow them up along t h e  ground, 

cover them wi th  a t h i c k  l a y e r  of s t r a w ,  and then  cover t h a t  wi th  

a l a y e r  of d i r t  s i x  inches  th i ck ,  and t h a t  would keep t h e  produce 

from f reez ing .  They'd open up a ho le  i n  t h a t  mound, and f i s h  them 

out  some apples  o r  po ta toes  o r  whatever they  had i n  t h e r e ,  c l o s e  

t h e  ho le  aga in ,  and t h e  heaz from below would be enough s o  t h a t  

the produce wouldn't f r e e z e .  

One farmer l i v i n g  down on Horse Creek h i t ched  up h i s  team, and 

s t a r t e d  wi th  a wagon bed on h i s  wagon t o  go a few miles where he 

could g e t  himself some app le s  from an  orchard.  There had been a 

p r e t t y  good r a i n  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  he  made t h e  t r i p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

f u r t h e r  up Horse Creek. He went a c r o s s  one of t h e  fo rds  on the  

way over.  By t h e  t i m e  he got  back, t h e  run-off from t h e  n i g h t ' s  

r a i n  had r a i s e d  t h e  water  i n  Horse Creek a f e w  f e e t ,  b u t  he  thought 

he could g e t  a c r o s s  anyway, s o  he  t r i e d  it. The team of  ho r ses  

got ac ros s ,  whether they had t o  swim p a r t  of t h e  way, I don ' t  know, 

but they got  ac ros s .  When they  got  ac ros s ,  they pu l l ed  him ou t  

a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  The wagon bed was b u i l t  t i g h t  enough t h a t  i t  

d i d n ' t  l e t  t h e  water i n  very  f a s t ,  and before  t h e  wagon bed got  

f u l l  of w a t e r ,  t h e  water  had l i f t e d  i t  o f f  of t h e  b o l s t e r s  beyond 

t h e  s tandard  t h a t  h e l d  t h e  bed, and h i s  wagon box, w i th  h i s  load  

of apples ,  f l o a t e d  o f f  down Horse Creek. 

Q. Did he g e t  a c r o s s  a l l  r i g h t ?  

A. H e  had t h e  r e i n s  i n  h i s  hands from t h e  team, and when the team 
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went across, they pulled him out of the wagon through the water. 

I don't remember whether he ever did recover his wagon bed. Any- 

way, his wagon bed with the apples went all the way downstream. 

Where there were natural fords to cross the river, did roadways 

automatically build up, using these fords? 

No. The ford was at a place where the flow of the river was 

steeper and the river had washed a channel wide enough and clean 

enough that the bottom was solid; it wasn't mud like most of the 

rest of these streams. When my great-grandfather came and located 

up on the prairie, these streams, like Horse Creek, had a good flow 

of water the year around. They never ran dry, because the water 

that stood in the swamps and lakes and pools or out in the flat 

country seeped out and worked its way to the end of these water 

courses, then ran off down into the creeks. A creek like Horse 

Creek, even in a dry season, had a stream of water going down. 

The good, clean, water had fish in it all the time. If you wanted 

to catch some little fish on a hook, you could go fishing in 

Horse Creek; but by the time I was old enough to go to school, 

most of that stuff had been opened up by ditches and drain tile. 

Creeks like Horse Creek got out of their banks in the spring 

when the floods came along, but a good part of the year there'd 

just be a little pool of water here, another one downstream in 

some place. There wouldn't be any water running downstream at 

all. It's that way today. 

Were there many of these natural fords? 
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A. Not too  many, a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  t h a t  I know of .  There may have been a 

l o t  t h a t  I never heard of .  The only f o r d  where t h e  pub l i c  road went 

ac ros s  a s tream without  any b r idge  w a s  over  on t h e  North Fork B E  t h e  

Sangamon ~ i v e d .  There used t o  be a f o r d  somewhere no r theas t  of where 

t h e  Berry o r  Breckenridge s t a t i o n s  are now. You go no r theas t  from t h e  

B & 0 Rai l road  and be fo re  t oo  many mi l e s ,  you come t o  t h e  North Fork 

of t he  Sangamon River and t h e r e  was a p l ace  over t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  o l d  

f o l k s  c a l l e d  t h e  Cold Spring. 

It w a s  on t h e  f a r  side of t h e  North Fork of t h e  Sangamon, a t  t h e  f o o t  

of a high b l u f f ,  and t h a t  s p r i n g  pu t  ou t  t h e  same s t ream of co ld ,  cold,  

c l e a r  water  year  i n  and year  ou t .  It w a s  just grand d r ink ing  water.  

Back i n  t h e  days when nobody had i c e  i n  t h e  summertime, t h e  o ld  f o l k s  

used t o  g e t  t oge the r  and d r i v e  over t h e r e  f o r  a picnic--at Cold Spring. 

I don ' t  know who owned i t ,  b u t  apparent ly  t h e  p u b l i c  were welcome over t he re .  

A few y e a r s  ago, I asked a farmer t h a t  l i v e d  out  i n  t h a t  neighborhood 

about Cold Spring. He knew what i t  w a s  I was ask ing  about: and he s a i d  

h i s  f o l k s  used t o  go t h e r e  once i n  a while;  b u t  he s a i d  they a l l  q u i t ,  

they d i d n ' t  go anymore. They were over  t h e r e  f o r  a p i c n i c  one day and 

they were t h e r e  a t  t h e  s p r i n g  t o  g e t  some w a t e r  when somebody scared  up 

a b i g  b lack  snake. H e  s a i d  t h a t  b lack  snake t o  g e t  away j u s t  headed 

f o r  t h e  sp r ing ,  went i n t o  t h e  water  and disappeared i n  t h e  spr ing .  

Q. I can see why they weren ' t  t o o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d r ink ing  from t h e  spring! 

Do you th ink  t h a t  sprfng is  s t i l l  the re?  

A. Oh, yes. Back before  t h e  country go t  t oo  w e l l  s e t t l e d ,  t h e r e  used t o  

be dams i n  some of t h e s e  s t reams t h a t  opera ted  l i t t l e  m i l l s .  There used 

t o  be a m i l l  opera ted  by water  power on t h e  Sangamon River ,  ou t  where 
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t h e  main road n o r t h  used t o  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They changed t h e  road 

e n t i r e l y ,  bu t  you can s t i l l  s e e  out  t h e r e  a c u t  i n  t h e  b l u f f  where t h e  

o ld  road used t o  c ros s ,  and r i g h t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  f o r  yea r s ,  t h e r e  w a s  

a m i l l  operated by water  power. I n  my time i t  was known a s  ~ o r r e n c e ' s  

M i l l ,  ou t  on a  bend of t h e  South Fork of t h e  r i v e r ,  a t  what was known 

as Cascade. One time t h e r e  was a p a s t  o f f i c e  a t  Cascade. Anyway, t h i s  

~ o r r e n c e ' s  M i l l ,  of course,  had t o  have a dam, and i t  had a pretty good 

dam. I don' t  remember how high t h a t  dam s tood ,  b u t  t h e  top  of t h e  dam 

was way above my head, and when t h e  water  i n  t h e  r i v e r  got  down wi th in  

t h e  banks, they could ope ra t e  t h a t  m i l l  by water  power. 

It was an unusual m i l l  f o r  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country because i t  w a s  

equipped s o  i t  could n o t  only gr ind  corn f o r  corn meal, bu t  i t  ground 

a  l o t  of corn f o r  t h e  feed  t h a t  people f ed  t h e i r  chickens. It even had 

equipment w i th  what they c a l l e d  b o l t i n g  c l o t h  i n  i t ,  wi th  which they 

could make ordinary  f l o u r  from wheat. That p a r t  of t h e  m i l l  hadn ' t  

been used when we were k ids .  When t h e  f o l k s  went over t h e r e  t o  g e t  

some corn ground f o r  meal and f o r  f eed ,  we'd climb around u p s t a i r s ,  up 

t o  t h e  top  of t h a t  o l d  m i l l ,  where t h e  b o l t i n g  equipment was .  That 

o ld  b o l t i n g  c l o t h  was s o  o ld  t h a t  i t  was then  r o t t e n ,  i t  would j u s t  

tear l i k e  r e a l  o l d  c lo th .  But when i t  w a s  new, b o l t i n g  cloth--I don ' t  

know, do you suppose i t  w a s  l i n e n ?  W e l l ,  i t  had t o  be f i n e  c l o t h ,  of 

course,  because when t h e  f l o u r  was ground as f i n e  as you ground ord inary  

whi te  wheat f l o u r ,  i t  could be  s i f t e d  through t h i s  b o l t i n g  c l o t h .  

Another p e c u l i a r  t h ing  about  t h a t  m i l l  w a s  t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  g e t  i ts  

power from an  ord inary  water  wheel. You've probably seen  water  

wheels and you've seen  p i c t u r e s  of them; some of them were a wheel 

t h a t  was a b i g  diameter and t h a t  had buckets.  I don ' t  know what. 
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they ca l l ed  them, but  the  water flowed i n t o  the  top, and the weight 

would tu rn  the  wheel around u n t i l  t h e  buckets got t o  the  bottom 

and were tr ipped so  they emptied. Other wheels operated i n  a chute 

and had paddles and a s  the  water a t  the  top ran i n t o  t h i s  ahute, 

i t  opera tedagains t  those paddles t o  turn  the  wheel. But t h i s  m i l l ,  t he  

water from the  dam went i n  a t  the  top,  i n t o  a b i g  chute, and i n  

t h a t  chute, they had a turbine.  The s h a f t  would have s l a t s ,  on 

the  s i d e  of i t ,  a t  an angle; i t  operated j u s t  l i k e  steam turbines  

do. When the  water went down and h i t  those bAades t h a t  were fastened 

t o  the center  s h a f t ,  i t ' d  turn.  I never saw another null1 with a 

turbine.  I don' t  th ink there  were any more around t h i s  p a r t  of 

t h e  country. But anyway, t h a t ' s  the  way i t  operated. So much f o r  

~ o r r e n c e  ' s Mill .  

Q. When d i d  it  s top operat ing? 

A. I dont t know. After  I l e f t  t h a t  neighborhood, I don' t: know how 

long i t  did  operate. I think i t ' s  e n t i r e l y  gone now. It could 

have been burned down o r  maybe i t  got washed away, because when 

the  r i v e r  got out of i t s b a n k s ,  t h e  old m i l l  stood out  the re  i n  

the  middle of t h e  high water. I could show you where i t  used to 

be; there  might be some s ign  of the  dam, I'm not sure.  

Q. Were the re  many mills i n  Sangamon County? 

A. No, there  were not  many mi l l s .  There used to be a m i l l  out e a s t ,  

I don't  know how f a r .  There used t o  be a m i l l  out  on t h e  North 

Fork of t h e  Sangamon River. I don't: th ink t h a t  there  were any 

mills out  a t  what we c a l l  Riverton. Riverton used t o  be Jamestown, 

and i n  the  e a r l y  days, Jamestown had a plant  of its own, Jamestown 
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had a d i s t i l l e r y .  

Q. What were they d i s t i l l i n g ?  

A. Whiskey! This i s  a s to ry  a classmate t o l d  me.  Down i n  southern 

I l l i n o i s ,  on the  I l l i n o i s  s i d e  of the  Miss iss ippi  River, the re  

was a young mountain, mostly rock, and a t  t h a t  point  the  Miss iss ippi  

River narrowed down, the re  was a good current .  A l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  

south of t h i s  mountain was  named Grand Towers. Below Grand Towers, 

the  Miss iss ippi  River spreads out  more and by the  time i t  ge t s  

down t o  Cairo, i t 's  a p r e t t y  wide stream. Then i t  picks up the  

water from t h e  Ohio, but  i t 's  s t i l l  a sluggish stream, c l e a r  down 

along Missouri and Arkansas, for miles. This classmate came from 

t h a t  sec t ion  on the  o the r  s i d e  of Cairo and he s a i d  a l o t  of those 

r i v e r  bottoms, a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  hadn' t  been drained yet .  The govern- 

ment went t o  work years ago and b u i l t  high l e v i e s  up and down the  

I l l i n o i s  River, down along the  Miss iss ippi  River; they put  i n  d i tches  

and they drained those bottoms. But a t  t h i s  time, the  l e v i e s  hadn' t  

been b u i l t  and those swamps and those ponds and lakes ,  where the  

water wasn't too deep, a l l  grew up i n  brush and cane. Further 

south, they had the  same thing; they were c a l l e d  cane breaks, acres  

and ac res  of them. 

There used t o  be a swamp south of Beardstown t h a t  had l i t t l e  lakes  

i n  it. That swamp, w e  were to ld ,  covered 28,000 acres.  Anyway, 

down here on the  Miss iss ippi ,  i n  a b i g  cane break, one na t ive  b u i l t  

him a st i l l ,  and went i n t o  the  moonshine business. He had h i s  s t i l l  

out there  where it could be reached only by crossing water--a lake  
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o r  a swamp. H e  knew where t o  go. H e  could wade across ,  but  any 

s t ranger  t h a t  t r i e d  i t  might f ind  himself up over h i s  head i n  a 

good, b i g  mudhole. Anyway, he b u i l t  him up a p r e t t y  good moon- 

shining business, s e l l i n g  corn l iquor .  

O f  course, t h e  revenue agents heard about i t  and s t a r t e d  looking 

for  him. Some of them found out t h a t  he had h i s  s t i l l  somewhere 

out  i n  t h i s  cane break. So, once i n  a while, some energet ic  revenuer 

would t r y  t o  f i n d  h i s  way through the re  and catch the  guy, but the  

moonshiner had him an o ld  hound dog named Nellie. O f  course, Ne l l i e  

had a good nose and could smell  a s t r anger  a hal f  a mile away, and 

Ne l l i e  had good hearing,  So time a f t e r  time, when the  revenuer 

s t a r t e d  through t h a t  cane break, Nel l i e  would give the  alarm and 

t h e  moonshiner would get  away. The revenuers a s  I remember i t ,  

they s a i d  the  agents would f i n d  h i s  s t i l ls  now and then, but  they 

never caught him. 

By and by, Nellie got: too o ld  and died ,  Then t h e  guy was i n  t rouble ,  

but  he kept operat ing a sti l l .  He was out the re  a t  work on i t ,  

making s o m  good corn l iquor  one day, and heard a noise  a t  some 

dis tance ,  and here w e r e  some revenue agents already i n  s i g h t .  He 

jumped up and s t a r t e d  off  through the  cane break, the  revenuers 

r i g h t  a f t e r  him. He could gain on them a l i t t l e  b i t ,  but  he  wasn't 

ab le  t o  c i r c l e  around and get  away. By and by, he came out  on t h e  

bank of t h e  Miss iss ippi  River, the  revenuers s t i l l  a f t e r  him. To 

get  away, he j u s t  jumped i n t o  the  Miss iss ippi  River and headed f o r  

the  o ther  bank, a mile o r  more away. He  kicked off  h i s  boots s o  
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he could s w i m  b e t t e r ;  he was a p r e t t y  good s w i m m e r .  The revenue 

agents got t o  the  bank and s a t  down the re  and j u s t  watched h i m  

go. Well, he got almost across ,  maybe within a hundred yards or  

so  of the  bank on t h e  f a r  s ide ,  but  by t h a t  time he was worn out 

and knew he couldn't  make i t .  The only th ing he could do was 

tu rn  around and s w i m  back. ( laughter)  

That 's  almost a shaggy dog s tory .  

Of course, t h e  revenue agents picked h i m  up when he got back. They 

were waiting. 

Did we have any moonshiners i n  Sangamn County? 

N o ,  I never heard of any. I don't  doubt t h a t  the re  probably were 

some. It i s n ' t  hard t o  make l iquor  of almost any ju ice .  You 

don' t  have t o  use corn and make whiskey--you know, you can take 

blackberry ju ice ,  apple c ide r ,  o r  any kind of f r u i t  juice. You 

l e t  t h a t  ferment. O f  course, i f  i t ' s  c ide r  you s t a r t  with, by 

the  t i m e  t h a t  ferments you've got what's commonly known as hard 

c ider .  It has enough alcohol i n  it  f o r  people t o  get  drunk on 

just a s  quick, maybe quicker, than they could on beer. Anyway, 

you take a ju ice  l i k e  blackberry ju ice ,  and le t  i t  ferment, and 

you have a form of wine. Now you take t h a t  and run it through a 

sti l l ,  you d i s t i l l  i t ;  a s t i l l  i s  a very simple piece of equipment. 

Af ter  you d i s t i l l  t h a t ,  you come out  with apple brandy. 

Is t h a t  what i s  known as applejack? 

I don' t  th ink so. I don't  know, I ' m  no expert .  I sa id  you come 
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out with apple brandy; you'd come out  with blackberry brandy, of  

course, i f  you s t a r t e d  with blackberry juice.  

Q. You had me fooled, too. I was coming out with applejack. Did you 

ever do t h i s  o r  did you make wine o r  beer a t  home? 

A. No. Most of the  time our family d idn ' t  have a b o t t l e  of whiskey 

o r  any other  a lcohol ic  thing,  not a b i t .  

When t h i s  country voted i n  Prohibi t ion ,  a l o t  of the  people t h a t  

d idn ' t  th ink about drinking any kind of booze before,  s t a r t e d  mak- 

ing  some kind of a lcohol ic  drink.  O f  course, t h e  revenue agents 

caught up with a l o t  of them, i n  t h i s  sec t ion  of the  country. 

Speaking of Prohibi t ion ,  D u r i n g  P r o h i b i t i o g ,  one summer, vacation 

t i m e  comes and J i m  Melin and I arranged t o  get: away a t  t h e  same 

tine he had t o  take h i s  vacation. We threw the  t e n t ,  t h e  b i g  a i r  

mat t resses  and a bunch of blankets ,  and o the r  s t u f f ,  i n  t h e  back 

end of an automobile. The rest of my family, as I remember i t ,  

was then out  i n  Cal i fornia .  As 1: r e d e r  i t ,  J i m ' s  wife was 

going somewhere else i n  Wisconsin, so  J i m  and I head west. J i m  

had never been t o  Colorado so  we  go out across  Kansas. W e  l e f t  

the  main road out  the re  i n  Kansas or  Colorado o r  somewhere, and 

took a crossroad across  t h e  Pike 's  Peak t h a t ' s  s t i c k i n g  up over 

the re  i n  t h e  Rocky Mountains. 

After taking i n  p ike ' s  Peak, we headed south or  southwest a l i t t l e  

ways, and picked up an e a s t  and west road t h a t  went w e s t  c l e a r  

across Colorado. I fo rge t  the  names of the  towns out  the re ,  but  

w e  went down t h a t  road west u n t i l  w e  came t o  a road t h a t  branched 

off t o  the north,  and went c l e a r  nor th  t o  the  nor th  l i n e  of Colorado. 
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wewent through two o r  three  l i t t l e  towns and then came t o  Leadvil le ,  

which was a p r e t t y  good-sized c i t y .  

It wasn't near ly  a s  b i g  a s  when it  was a booming mining town though; 

i t  was kind of a ghost town. When we got the re ,  l o t s  of the  build- 

ings  were empty; there  was one of t h e  old-time saloons there .  I 

don' t  remember whether i t  was i n  t h e  o ld  Opera House bui ld ing,  but  

it  was r i g h t  i n  t h a t  v ic in i ty - - i t  may have been next door. Anyhow, 

i t  was an old  saloon with swinging f r o n t  doors, and when you got 

i n s i d e  of those, here  was a bar  reaching back t o  the  f a r  end and 

a room out  t h e r e  with t ab les .  Back of the  bar  were a l l  kinds of 

l iquor  b o t t l e s ,  b i g  and l i t t l e ,  whiskey, everything you could th ink 

of .  The place was i n  business;  wide open. 

W e  didn' t  go i n  t h e  bar  and have a drink,  but  asked about where 

w e  could get a place t o  s t a y  a l l  n ight  and somebody i n  the re  s a i d ,  

"Well, what kind of p lace  do you want?" We t o l d  him we had a t e n t  

and would l i k e  t o  camp out somewhere; we had a bed and bedding and 

we'd be glad t o  f ind  a place out  i n  a grove of good pine trees, 

and t h a t ' s  a l l  we needed. Well, they s a i d ,   he boss i s n '  t here." 

But they s a i d  t h a t  the  boss had a dance h a l l  up the  road nor th  

about two and a h a l f  miles and they sa id ,  "He spends h i s  time up 

there .  He  has a b i g  ranch out  the re  and he has  p lenty  of room 

and he has a b i g  grove i n  h i s  f r o n t  yard t h a t  runs up t o  h i s  dance 

h a l l  building." 

They sa id ,  "You go up t h e  road u n t i l  you see  a l i t t l e  s ign  on t h e  

l e f t  hand s i d e  of the  road. And t h e r e ' s  a t r a c k  leaves the road 
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the re  and goes off  t o  t h e  p ine  f o r e s t .  And the  s ign  says Airport." 

H e  sa id ,  "You take t h a t  dr ive ,  it'll go i n  through the  m o d s  and 

f i n a l l y  y o u ' l l  come t o  an open place and y o u ' l l  come t o  t h i s  dance 

h a l l  and the boss' house there .  ~ e ' l l  f i x  you up." 

Well, t h a t  sounded p r e t t y  good. We got  i n  the  ca r ,  bought some 

gas and headed nor th  up the  road. It seemed l i k e  more than two 

and a ha l f  miles before we came t o  the  s ign  but by-and-by, on a 

s t ake  a t  t h e  s i d e  of the  road was a l i t t l e  s ign  about four inches 

wide and i t  had painted on i t ,  Airport .  There was a d r ive  a l l  

through the  t r e e s  which we took. The guy was 100 percent r i g h t .  

Before long, we came out  i n t o  an open space and there  was a dance 

h a l l  and t h e  owner's ranch house, a p r e t t y  good-sized house, with 

a porch on two s i d e s  of i t ,  not a porch with a roof ,  just: an open 

porch. You could d r ive  where you wanted through the re ,  s o  we headed 

t h e  ca r  f o r  t h i s  ranch house. By t h e  t i m e  we got up the re  t o  i t ,  

some fe l low got up, came down t h e  s t eps  and came out t o  the  car .  

H e  wanted t o  know what we wanted, It happened t o  be the  boss him- 

s e l f .  1've forgot ten  h i s  name-it w a s  a long time ago--but we  t o l d  

him what: w e  needed and he sa id ,  "Why sure:" H e  s a i d ,  "Drive around 

here  i n  the  trees and pick yourselves out any spot  you want. Put 

up your t e n t s  and f i x  your beds wherever you th ink you want them. 11 

And 1 sa id ,   hat's a l l  r ight ."  Before we l e f t  he s a i d ,  "When you 

get f ixed up, when you get  a l l  set, come back and v i s i t  with me." 

" A l l  r igh t , "  we sa id ,  " w e ' l l  do that." 

So we picked out a spot  over among the  pine trees i n  t h i s  c l ea r ing  



Gray Herndon 107 

and put up the  t e n t ,  pumped up the  a i r  mattress and J i m  says,  

"Well, l e t ' s  go back and t a l k  with t h e  guy a while." 1 sa id ,  "Oh, 

he don't  want t o  t a l k  t o  us." "Well," J i m  says,  "we a r e n ' t  doing 

anything anyways, l e t t s  go on over there." 

So w e  went over and he was up on t h a t  porch again and before J i m  

and T got  t o  the  s t eps ,  he comes down t o  meet us. And he says, 

11 Come on over t o  the  pavilionw--or whatever he ca l l ed  i t ,  he had 

a name f o r  it--and he headed us towards the  dance h a l l .  When we 

got  over there ,  he pushed the  door open, stepped back and says, 

"Go on in." The door opened and t h e r e  was another saloon bar ,  

c l e a r  t o  t h e  back. H e r e  was another s tock of liquor--in t h e  Pro- 

h i b i t i o n  years ! 

Well, we went i n  and he  s a i d ,  "Nobody around now, i t ' s  too ea r ly .  

People won' t s t a r t  coming i n  here u n t i l  maybe nine o r  t e n  o 'clock,  

even later than t h a t .  But i t ' l l  f i l l  up. We'll have a dance f l o o r  

i n  operation," And s o  he s a i d ,  "Come on over by the  o ld  f i r ep lace , "  

and we went down and ta lked t o  him some. H e  t o l d  us  about t h a t  

country and we  asked him about t h i s  s tock of l iquor .  "Oh," he s a i d ,  

I I t h a t ' s  easy ." He sa id ,  "You f o l k s  came from back i n  I l l i n o i s .  1 

buy from people i n  the  East. I buy a l l  kinds of labels ,"  he sa id ,  

"I make most of this s t u f f  and put  a l a b e l  on i t  and i f  you want 

a b o t t l e  of brandy, 1'11 sel l  you a b o t t l e  of brandy. The brandy 

w i l l  be made right here  on t h e  place." Be s a i d  he had p r e t t y  good 

business,  but he shipped q u i t e  a b i t  of l iquor  t o  o t h e r d e a l e r s .  

He sa id ,  "If  you f o l k s  see anything you'd l i k e ,  1'11 sel l  you 

whatever you want and I 'll agree t o  de l ive r  i t  t o  wherever you say 
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i n  I l l i n o i s .  You don't  have t o  take i t  with you." 

Well, J i m  and I d idn ' t  buy anything, but we asked him how come 

t h e  s ign out  here s a i d  Airpor t .   ell," he says,  "I have a place 

cleared off  back here,  a l e v e l  place on top of the  mountain. That 's  

what we c a l l  our a i rpor t . "  N e  sa id ,  "No plane lands the re  except 

now and then, one t h a t ' s  i n  t rouble  and i s  looking f o r  a place where 

he has t o  land." And he  s a i d ,  "When the  plane lands the re ,  we have 

t o  take i t  a l l  a p a r t  and haul  it  down t h e  mountain because the  run- 

way i s n ' t  long enough o r  smooth enough f o r  the plane t o  get  i n t o  

the  a i r  again. The elevat ion here is s o  high t h a t  most planes j u s t  

can' t  make it." O f  course, i n  those days, planes weren't  ha l f  a s  

good a s  they a r e  now. But anyway, t h a t ' s  what he to ld  us. 

He t o l d  us a l o t  of th ings  and when we got away we never s a t i s f i e d  

ourselves a s  t o  how much of what he t o l d  us was the  t r u t h ,  but we're 

plumb sure  t h a t  80 o r  90 percent of i t  didn ' t  have a gra in  of t r u t h  

i n  it. But I think he was t e l l i n g  us the t r u t h  about h i s  l iquor .  

H e  sa id ,  "You f o l k s  have your own o u t f i t .  You t e l l  me you're j u s t  

out  here on vacation t o  spend t h e  time. There a r e  l o t s  of n i c e  

camping places ,  good streams and so  f o r t h ,  g l a c i e r s  i f  you want 

t o  go high enough, r i g h t  here on Mount Massive and Mount Massive 

is  a tremendous mountain." H e  s a i d ,  "Let me make arrangements f o r  

you folks t o  take a camping t r i p  over on Mount Massive." And he 

says, "I'll get  you two women t o  go along and t h e y ' l l  do t h e  cook- 

king and they' 11 know where t o  go. You can go over the re  and have 

yourselves a good time. 11 
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Well, we decided we d i d n ' t  want t o  t ake  him up on t h a t ,  s o  t h e  

evening wore away, and he  t o l d  u s  some more a long  t h a t  l i n e ,  and we 

s a i d ,  "Well, i t ' s  t i m e  t o  t u r n  in ."  He s a i d ,  "Well, a l l  r i gh t . "  So 

we got up and headed f o r  t h e  f r o n t  door aga in  t h a t  was r i g h t  up a t  t h e  

end of t h a t  b i g  ba r .  We got  up t o  t h e  f r o n t  door,  and t h e r e  w a s  a 

g r e a t  b i g  guy about t h i r t y  yea r s  o l d  back of t h e  bar. This boss 

s tepped outdoors ,  bu t  t h e  bar tender  s a i d ,  "Hey! Wait a minute, you ' re  

from I l l i n o i s ;  I came from Chicago." And he t o l d  us  how long he'd 

been out  t h e r e  and he s a i d ,  "The boss  w i l l  want you boys t o  have a 

good drink on him. So w h a t ' l l  you have?" I don ' t  know whether J i m  

took t h e  same th ing ,  b u t  I s a i d ,  "I b e l i e v e  I could handle a brandy." 

Anyway, he got u s  a dr ink ,  and i t  was good, I never  have drunk very 

many d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of a l c o h o l i c  dr inks .  Up a t  school ,  we used t o  

go once i n  awhile  and g e t  some bee r  o r  some g in  f i z z ,  b u t  t h i s  brandy, 

t h e r e ' s  no two ways about i t ,  i t  w a s  a n i c e  dr ink .  

While w e  were t h e r e  i n h a l i n g  t h e s e  d r inks ,  t h e  ba r t ende r  asked, "You 

don' t  know t h e  boss?" W e  t o l d  him no, we j u s t  got  i n  t h a t  day and 

we stopped he re  because we were t o l d  we could fix our  t e n t  and camp 

t h e r e  overnight .  "Well," he s a i d ,  " the  boss  ope ra t e s  t h a t  sa loon  

i n  Leadv i l l e ,  and he ope ra t e s  t h i s  p l ace  out  here .  ~ u t .  , I1  he s a i d ,  

"he's had hard luck,  only had one c h i l d ;  t h a t  w a s  a hoy t h a t ' s  now 

grown. A f t e r  t h e  boy had grown up, a few yea r s  ago, he made a b i g  

mistake i n  h i s  l i f e ,  because he  had s h o t  and k i l l e d  a deputy s h e r i f f  

and t h a t  w a s  wrong. You shouldn ' t  k i l l  a n a t i v e  deputy sheriff--a  

revenuer ,  t h a t ' s  something d i f f e r e n t .  But they  put  t h e  boy i n  t h e  

p e n i t e n t i a r y  and he  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  That went hard wi th  

t h e  o l d  man." 
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We got through our drinks and the  o ld  man was waiting f o r  us 

outdoors. That 's a l l  t h a t  happened t h a t  n ight ,  a s  I remember. 

The next morning, we got up, packed the  t e n t  and headed north. 

It was f i f t e e n  years ,  maybe more, before I got down that road 

again. 

Whenever I got a chance a f t e r  1 w a s  grown, I toak a t r i p .  Af ter  

I got married, a t  l e a s t  once a year when I could get  away, some- 

times more than once, Fanny &hy w i f d  and I would take a t r i p .  

Often we went out  West, sometimes w e  went down South o r  out  East. 

But anyway, we went t o  Colorado again and w e  went down t h a t  same 

road t o  Leadvil le ,  except w e  went from nor th  t o  south. We got 

down the re  where the  sign had been t h a t  s a i d  Airport  and w e  made 

a c a r e f u l  look a l l  along t h a t  road t o  f ind  a d r ive  t h a t  headed 

off  t o  the woods. The woods were still there ,  but  there  wasn't 

any dr ive .  We got  down t o  Leadvil le  and spent the  n igh t  the re  

i n  t h e  l i t t l e  ho te l .  I inquired about t h i s  man and h i s  saloon 

and h i s  dance h a l l  and r e s o r t  up t h e  road. I found somebody 

t h a t  remembered a l l  about him and the  setup,  but they sa id ,  

"He's been gone now far  a number of years and the  place up the  

road, it's a l l  abandoned." I don't  know whether they t o l d  us 

anything about t h e  bay or not.  I never m e t  t h e  boy s o  I wasn't 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  him anyway. 

END OF TAPE 


