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Preface 

This manuscript i s  the  product of a  t ape  recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Reverend N. L. McPherson f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  O f f i c e  i n  January,  1975. 
Carolyn Donaldson t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Sandy Luebking e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  

William B. Hubbard was born i n  Sangamon County and r a i s e d  on a farm near  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  He r e l a t e s  h i s  experiences a s  a  black man i n  t h e  
Spr ing f i e ld  a rea .  

Readers of t he  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and e d i t o r  sought t o  
preserve  the  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  
sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  
accuracy of t he  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  
reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be reproduced 
i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, without  permission 
i n  wr i t i ng  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



W i l l i a m  Bubbard, January 28, 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Rev. N. R. McPherson. 

M r .  Hubbard, I understand now that you were born i n  Spr ing f i e ld?  

Yes. 

And where was t h i s ?  

Out he re  southeas t  of Rochester.  

Is t h a t  i n  Sangamon County? 

Yes. 

What was your neighborhood l i k e ?  

Farming. 

Oh, farming. 

My f a t h e r  was a farmer.  

And you had o the r  b ro the r s ,  I know. 

Yes. Seven b ro the r s .  

Really? 

There 's  only four of u s  l i v i n g ,  

Yes. What a r e  t h e i r  names? 

Carl Hubbard, W i l l i a m  B. Hubbard, t h a t ' s  me,  Lyman Hubbard. 

Now t h a t ' s  Reverend Hubbard, h e ' s  the  pas to r  of Pleasant  Grove? 

He w a s ,  yes.  

Okay. What are t h e  o the r s .  

Reuben Hubbard, D e t r o i t ,  Michigan; Frank Hubbard, h e ' s  deceased; and 
then  Sherman Hubbard, h e ' s  deceased; and Leonard Hubbard, h e ' s  deceased; 
and O r v i l l e  Hubbard, h e ' s  i n  Jackson, Michigan. 

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  Now so a l l  of you . . . do you have any s i s t e r s ?  
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A: No. 

Q: So you a l l  worked on t h e  farm then? 

A: Y e s .  U n t i l  we w e r e  b i g  enough t o  cope f o r  o u r s e l f .  

Q: What d id  you a l l  r a i s e ,  j u s t  about  every th ing  on t h e  farm? 

A: Y e s ,  wheat and o a t s  and corn and hay and c love r  and m i l l e t .  

Q: And what? Millum? 

A: M i l l e t ,  m i l l e t .  m hat's a hay. 

Q: Oh, m i l l e t .  

A:  Chickens and ducks and turkeys.  

Q: Now d id  you come i n t o  town t o  s e l l  your produce o r  how d i d  you g e t  r i d  
of i t? 

A: We had customers we  d e l i v e r  t o ,  yeah. Bu t t e r  and eggs. 

Q: How o f t e n  d id  you a l l  come t o  town? 

A: Once a week, Friday o r  Saturday.  

Q: And, of course ,  you a l l  go t  your g roce r i e s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  t o  
l a s t  f o r  t h e  week? 

A: My f a t h e r  always went t o  town on Saturday a f t e rnoon  and d id  t h e  shopping, 
him and my mother. 

Q: About what s i z e  farm d id  you a l l  have ou t  t h e r e ?  

A: One hundred and s i x t y  ac re s .  

Q: And you farmed a l l  of t h a t ?  

A: Yeah. 

Q: Did you have a mule t o  . . . 
A: Mules and horses .  We had s i x  horses  and two mules. 

Q: And they helped plow up, anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Yeah. Binders i n s t e a d  of combines. Hay b a l e r .  

Q: Oh, you all had a hay b a l e r .  

A: Yeah, we had a hay b a l e r  a s  horse  power. 
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Q: About how many ba l e s  of hay d id  you a l l  g e t  a  year  o r  . . . 
A: Well, a l l  t h e  wheat and o a t s ,  s t raw,  we baled.  Sometimes we'd have 
t h r e e  hundred and sometimes we'd have more. 

Q: Did you s e l l  some of i t  o r  you kept  most of i t  f o r  your animals? 

A: Well, my f a t h e r  so ld  a  po r t ion  t o  pay t h e  cash r e n t .  About one hundred 
and s i x t y  a c r e s .  

Q: Now could you exp la in  and t e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  [about]  what is  cash 
r e n t ?  

A: So much an ac re .  H e  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e r e  paying six d o l l a r s  an  a c r e  f o r  
t h a t  land t o  farm i t .  

Q: O h ,  I see .  

A: And when he g ive  i t  up, t h e  landlord  w a s  asking t h i r t e e n  d o l l a r s  an  
ac re .  He should have s t a r t e d  t o  buying i t  when he f i r s t  ren ted  i t ,  because 
l i v i n g  t h i r t e e n  years on one farm, you ought t o  own it. 

Q: Yes. But he d i d n ' t .  

A: H e  d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  he could buy i t .  He d i d n ' t  have confidence i n  
h imsel f .  

Q: Well, of course . . . 
A: I don ' t  t h ink  people ' s  go t  confidence i n  t h e i r s e l f  now f a r  a s  t h a t ' s  
concerned. 

Q: But, of course,  I guess t h ings  were s o r t  of d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him t o  even 
ge t  a  loan t o  even make a  down payment. 

A: No, he d i d n ' t  have t o  have nobody with him t o  g e t  a  loan. H i s  word was 
h i s  bond. He could go t o  t h e  bank, I mean, and t e l l  them what he wanted 
and when he'd pay i t  and s i g n  the  paper,  t h a t  was i t .  My mother d i d n ' t  
even have t o  go. 

Q: Did he ever  exp la in  why he d idn ' t  choose t o  buy i t ?  

A: Well, he d i d n ' t  t h ink  he had money enough. He d i d n ' t  t h ink  he had 
money enough, and he d i d n ' t  know how crops was going t o  y i e l d ,  o r  he d i d n ' t  
know whether us  k ids  was going t o  s t a y  with him and he'd have t o  . . . then  
he'd be up a g a i n s t  t h e  job without he lp  and he couldn ' t  so lve  t h a t  out  f o r  
h i s s e l f  . . . couldn ' t  so lve  t h a t  ou t  f o r  h i s s e l f .  

Q: Well, how . . . you say he s tayed t h i r t e e n  years  on the  farm? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And a f t e r  t h a t ,  what happened? 
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A: He bought a home, I mean up he re  . . . I mean j u s t  south of t he  Wilson 
T i r e  Factory on South Eleventh S t r e e t  and bought six l o t s  and a house. So 
when he d id  r e t i r e ,  he'd have somewhere t o  go. 

Q: Now by t h e  time he came t o  town, t h e  boys were grown up. Most of them 
were grown up, weren ' t  they? 

A: Oh, some of them, yeah. The four  o l d e s t  were o ld  enough t o  bout f o r  
t h e i r s e l f .  

Q: And then the  o t h e r s  came i n  with him. Well, d i d  he cont inue t o  do any 
farming after he came t o  town? 

A: Yes. He farmed e igh ty  a c r e s  05 h i s  ground t h a t  he had r e n t  f o r  t h i r t e e n  
years ,  but he farmed t h a t  on cash r e n t .  I mean, you know, d iv id ing ;  but 
o the r  than  t h a t  why before  he . . . he d id  t h a t  i n  order  so t h a t  i f  t he  
season wasn't r i g h t ,  t h e  landlord  wouldn't get  very much, same as him. 

Q: Oh, I see .  It was s o r t  of . . . 
A: Yeah, you shared.  

Q: Yes. This i s  almost . . . t h i s  is  not  t h e  same as sha re  cropper ,  is  
it? 

A: Well, i n  a  way of speaking, yeah. 

Q: Yes. A l l  r i g h t ,  so  when your b ro the r s  grew up, d id  any of them g e t  a 
farm f o r  themself o r  d id  they go i n t o  something e l s e ?  

A: No, one of them went on t o  De t ro i t .  I mean, soon a s  he was b ig  enough 
t o  make a  day. And Lyman, he went t o  foundry. And I worked, went t o  work 
on cons t ruc t ion .  

Q: I see. What kind of foundry, f o r  i n s t ance  [d id ]  Lyman work i n ?  

A: He worked i n  a  gray i r o n  foundry where they made i n l e t s  and manholes 
and a l l  such as t h a t  f o r  t he  s t r e e t s .  

Q: Oh, I see.  Yes. 

A: And they a l s o  made these  he re  s p i d e r s  f o r  weaver's jacks.  

Q: I see .  And how long d id  he work a t  t h a t ?  

A: Oh, he worked a t  t h a t  . . . I don ' t  know. He s t a r t e d  t h e r e  before  he 
was twenty-one years  old and he worked t h e r e  t o  a  s h o r t  time a f t e r  he 
married. And then he s t a r t e d  a  l i t t l e  o ld  foundry up t h e r e  on Canedy 
S t r e e t  f o r  h i s s e l f .  

Q: Oh, d id  he? And he made the  same s o r t  of t h ing  t h a t  he was making? 

A: I n l e t s  and manholes and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  c i t y .  
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Q: Now what . . . when he went ou t  d id  he s t i l l  make i t  f o r  t h e  c i t y ?  

A: Yeah. The c i t y  g ive  him o rde r s ,  I mean, t o  how many c a s t i n g s  they 
could use ,  and when they'd want them de l ivered .  

Q: I see .  Now who was he working f o r  before  he went i n t o  business  f o r  
himself?  When he was working i n  t h e  foundry? 

A: He w a s  working f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Foundry out  he re  south of Springfield. 

Q: Oh, I see .  Now you s a i d  you went into cons t ruc t ion .  What kind of 
cons t ruc t ion  d id  you work i n ?  

A: I worked on highways and s t r e e t s .  

Q: Oh, I see .  And t h i s  is what you d id?  

A: Un t i l  I r e t i r e d .  

Q: U n t i l  you r e t i r e d .  How long has  i t  been s i n c e  you r e t i r e d ?  

A: L i t t l e  over three years .  

Q: What do you do wi th  your time now? 

A: Monkey around. 

Q: ~ ' m  s u r e  you f i n d  enough t o  do, though, around. 

A: Oh, I work when I want t o ;  and when I don ' t ,  I don ' t .  

Q: You go f i s h i n g  and a l l  t h a t ?  

A: No, I a i n ' t  g u i l t y  of t h a t .  I a i n ' t  go t  no pat ience.  

Q: What about hunt ing? You don' t  go hunt ing? 

A: I used t o  go hunt ing u n t i l  t h e  ca lves  i n  my l e g s  g ive  away s o  I don' t  
ge t  ou t  t h e r e  and make . . . I usua l ly  go hunt ing  by myself. 

Q: Oh, I see. Really? 

A: Sure .  Ain ' t  no danger of g e t t i n g  shot  then.  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: Whole l o t  of people don ' t  know how t o  handle a gun. 

Q: Now when you worked on cons t ruc t ion ,  they d i d n ' t  pay a s  much as they 
pay now? 

A: No, I s t a r t e d  t o  worked on cons t ruc t ion  a t  f o r t y  c e n t s  an hour.  
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Q: Real ly? 

A: I worked s ix days f o r  $21.60, nine hours  a day. 

Q: Wow. And were you married then?  

A: I g o t  married i n  1926, yeah. 

Q: How d id  t h a t  t ake  c a r e  of you and your family? 

A: What? P r e t t y  near a s  good, b e t t e r  than  they do now. Y o u  d i d n ' t  owe 
nobody. A n d  you could g e t  a f a i r l y  decent  house f o r  twenty d o l l a r s  a month 
and g e t  a number t h r e e  washtub f u l l  of g r o c e r i e s  f o r  f i v e  d o l l a r s .  

Q: Oh, yes.  

A: Five d o l l a r s  wouldn't much more than l e t  you g e t  i n  t h e  s t o r e  now. 

Q: G e t  you a couple  of loaves  of bread. ( laughter )  

A: Couple of sweet pota toes .  

Q: W e l l ,  how long did you work a t  f o r t y  c e n t s  an hour before  they r a i s ed  
i t ?  

A: Oh, 1927 o r  1928 when they s t a r t e d  bu i ld ing  I l l i o p o l i s .  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: I g o t  a d o l l a r  an  hour,  thought I was g e t t i n g  r i c h .  

Q: Were you a b l e  t o  do any sav ing?  

A: Oh, a l i t t l e .  

Q: L i t t l e  b i t .  

A: I had t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t o  look a f t e r ,  and a wife .  

Q: What were t h e  names of your c h i l d r e n ?  

A:  Robert P o r t e r ,  he was my s tepson;  B i l l y  Hubbard, he was my o l d e s t  boy; 
and then Vic tor  Hubbard. 

Q: And they . . . but  you were a b l e  t o  maintain them and your family a t  
t he  work? D i d  you have t o  go ou t  of town t o  work on cons t ruc t ion?  

A: Yeah, we went back and f o r t h  t o  J acksonv i l l e  and down t o  Beardstown 
s e v e r a l  jobs.  

Q: But you came i n  i n  t h e  evening? 

A :  Sure, they wouldn't  f u r n i s h  you board down the re .  They'd s ay ,  "Read 
and run,  Mr. Nigger .It 
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: Oh, is  t h a t  what they'd say? 

A: That ' s  what they used t o  have a s i g n  down the re .  

Q: Where? I n  Jacksonv i l l e?  

A: No, I s a i d  i n  Beardstown. 

Q: Oh yes ,  Beardstown. Could you go anyplace and e a t  while  you were down 
t h e r e  o r  did you t ake  your lunch? 

A: Yeah, they t r e a t e d  you j u s t  as n i c e  a s  if you were white .  

Q: Well, when d id  they t ake  t h i s  s i g n  down, do you know? 

A: I don ' t  . . . I know . . . 1 mean the  l a s t  job we were down t h e r e  they 
s a i d  t h e  s i g n  had been down q u i t e  a long while.  I don ' t  know what they 
cons ider  a long while ,  bu t  they were a s  n i c e  a s  your bro ther  o r  s i s t e r ,  I 
mean, t o  o f f e r  you something they d i d n ' t  t h i n k  you had. 

Q: Now these  were t h e  white  cons t ruc t ion  workers t h a t  were working . . . 
A: No, t h e  white  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  l i ved  t h e r e  i n  Beardstown. 

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: And they even asked you t o  come back and v i s i t  them. 

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yeah. 

Q: Did you ever  go back? 

A: I went back down t h e r e  on t h e  road where they had these  markets f o r  
t h e i r  crops and they 'd s e l l  sweet po ta toes ,  s t r awber r i e s  and what have you, 
pumpkins and watermelons. Yeah, I went down the re .  I worked down t h e r e  
about t h r e e  months. I got  kind of acquainted.  And I went i n  t he  dime 
s t o r e  and they come meet me, t h e y ' r e  so  g lad  t o  g e t  your business .  

Q: I see .  

A: I guess they thought you'd br ing  everything wi th  you t h a t  you need, bu t  
sometimes ~ o u ' d  buy something the re .   here's only one colored lady l i v e s  
t h e r e  i n  Beardstown. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: She's  dead now. I ' ve  only known one colored lady . . . he r  husband 
passed away a long,  long time ago. But she was . . . and then Eolkes 
i d o l i z e d  t h a t  poor o ld  woman. She d i d n ' t  have t o  want f o r  nothing,  d i d n ' t  
work. That ' s  b e t t e r  than me. 
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Q: Well, i n  t h i s  cons t ruc t ion  work were th ings  so  w e l l ,  d id  you have of f  
t ime? For i n s t ance ,  i n  t h e  winter  months what d id  you do? 

A :  You'd g e t  r e l i e f  i f  you hadn ' t  had none and i f  you wasn't a b l e  t o  g e t  
r e l i e f ,  i t  wasn't  too long before  they had unemployed compensation. You 
g e t  on t h a t ,  f o r  a  long time they d i d n ' t  [have] any unemployed compensation. 
I f  you hadn' t  saved none, you d i d n ' t  do none. 

Q: I see .  Now, d id  you have a  garden? 

A: Yes. I have one ye t .  

Q: You have one about every year  then? 

A: Sure. Might a s  wel l  put i n  a  garden t o  c u t  weeds. 

Q: Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: Which is  t h e  ha rdes t ?  

Q: Well, 1 t h i n k  the  c u t t i n g  the  weeds is  harder  . . . 
A: You don ' t  g e t  nothing from c u t t i n g  weeds, no t  i f  you h i r e  yourself  ou t .  

(1: That ' s  r i g h t .  Now what d id  you do when your garden come up? Did your 
wife  do canning and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Her and I t oge the r ,  no t  her  by h e r s e l f .  

Q: Oh, you he lp  her .  

A: Yeah. 

Q: O f  course,  before  you had deep f r e e z e r s  and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing ,  you 
j u s t  had t o  can t h e  th ings  and put them . . . 
A: Well, when we were on t h e  farm wi th  my f o l k s ,  they  buried everything.  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Put i t  i n  t he  ground i n  t h e  apple  orchard and put  s t raw and leaves  down 
and then p u t  a rail down t h e  c e n t e r ,  I mean, and put shock fodder up around 
t h i s  he re  and then cover t h e  shock fodder wi th  s t raw.  Made a ground c e l l a r .  
J u s t  l eave  one end kind of open so  you could go i n .  

Q: And you go t  i n  and took t h e  . . . 
A: Get your produce ou t  of there .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  And i t  kept l i k e  t h a t  a l l  t he  . . . 
A: Sure, j u s t  l i k e  i n  t hese  warehouses here .  Sure. Never worried about 
i t  f r eez ing .  It d i d n ' t  ge t  wet, why could i t  f r eeze?  And no a i r  would go 
through t h a t  shock fodder .  
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Q: 1t 's amazing. 

A: Huh? 

Q:  hat's amazing. 

A: It 's  r e a l ,  though. And white  fe l low come over and s a i d ,  "Stoke," I mean 
s a i d ,  "Show m e  how t o  bu i ld  one of them." I says  . . . my f a t h e r  s ays ,  
"Nothing t o  i t ,  j u s t  look a t  mine. Go back and put  you up one." I don ' t  
know whether he done i t  o r  n o t ,  he d i d n ' t  come back t o  g e t  anything.  Guess 
he must have saved some t h a t  he r a i s e d .  But whi te  f o l k s  is  funny; when 
they s e e  you prospering they want t o  knm how you do i t .  Because they 
knowed Papa had a l l  e i g h t  of us  boys and t h a t  was q u i t e  a . . . t h a t  was a 
thresh ing  gang the  year  around. 

Q: Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: Well, t h e r e  was t e n  people. I j u s t  o f t e n  wonder why I have such a hard 
time and only had t h r e e  t o  bout f o r  and my wife ,  and t h e r e  was five of u s  
and Papa had e i g h t  boys. He never d id  go lacking .  

Q: Well, f o r  one thing.  Things w e r e  . . . 
A: Cheap. 

Q: Yeah, were cheaper than they a r e  now. 

A: Yeah. And you d i d n ' t  have t o  mortgage nothing t o  g e t  anything and pay 
t h a t  i n t e r e s t .  And when you got  pa id ,  i f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  b u t  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  
a day, a l l  of i t  was yours. And now i f  you make t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a day, 
t h a t ' s  j u s t  f o r  Uncle Sam. 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I imagine t h a t ' s  t h e  way progress  . . . I 
guess t h a t  a l l  d r a i n s  our pockets but  sometimes you a c t u a l l y  wonder. 

A: And another  t h ing ,  my f a t h e r  never bought sugar ,  I mean, buy ten and 
f i f t e e n  pound a t  a time; my f a t h e r ' d  buy a twenty-five pound sack of sugar .  
And a f i f t y  pound sack of f l o u r ,  and made homemade bread a l l  t he  time. I 
d i d n ' t  know what a loaf  of store-bought bread was u n t i l  I got  married. 
Didn ' t  know what i t  was. I ' m  glad I d i d n ' t .  I wouldn't have been l i v i n g  
today i f  I ' d  a t e  store-bought bread a l l  my l i f e ,  because I ' d  [have] had a 
ruined stomach. 

Q: You have a po in t .  

A: T know i t .  I don ' t  have t o  take  no medicine t o  keep my stomach s t r a i g h t .  

Q: Of course,  you a t e  a l o t  of f r u i t  and a l l  t h a t  . . . 
A: Vegetables and meat. And we had . . . and my f a t h e r  would butcher  two 
hogs t o  shuck corn o f f  of and then  during t h e  Christmas hol idays  why, he'd 
do h i s  main butchering and he'd butcher  e i g h t  hogs. 
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Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Didn't  have t o  go t o  no butcher  shop. What f o r ?  

Q: What d id  he . . . d id  he s e l l  some of t h e  meat o r  [d id ]  he s t o r e  i t ?  

A: No. He'd put  i t  i n  a smokehouse and put  t he  key i n  h i s  pocket. 

Q: Yeah. Why, because he d i d n ' t  want you boys t o  go i n  t he re?  

A: Well, he'd know whenever i t  l e f t  who was respons ib le  f o r  g e t t i n g  i t .  
But white f o l k s  were p r e t t y  decent a t  t h a t  time. If they d i d n ' t  have i t ,  I 
mean, and had a b i g  thresh ing  bunch, I mean, t o  come up on them, and they 
d i d n ' t  have ham o r  d i d n ' t  have chickens o r  anything,  they'd come over and 
borrow it. Yeah, they 'd come over and borrow it. And when they butchered 
t h e i r  f i r s t  butchering i n  t he  f a l l  of t he  year ,  they'd pay you back. 

Q: I see .  

A: And you d i d n ' t  have t o  p u l l  t h e i r  hand o r  t h e i r  c o a t t a i l  t o  g e t  i t .  

Q: That was a s o r t  of a neighborness t h a t  they had. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Neighborhood agreement. Anybody could 
come the re .  And they wouldn't ask us  k ids  o r  wouldn't a sk  Mama, they'd a sk  
him. 

Q: What were your pa ren t s '  names? Your f a t h e r ' s  name? 

A: Stoke Shadrack Hubbard. 

Q: Stoke? Tha t ' s  S-T-0-K-E? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Sedrick? 

A: Shadrack, yeah. 

Q: Oh, Sedrick. 

A: No, Shadrack, Shadrack. 

Q: Oh, I see .  And what 's  your mother 's name? 

A: Mary Amanda Hubbard. 

Q: Mary Amanda. Now, your mother took c a r e  of t he  home while you a l l  went 
ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and so  f o r t h ?  

A: Yeah. Whenever she got  s i c k ,  I mean t o  be confined,  why some of u s  
k ids  had t o  do t h e  cooking. O r  i f  my f a t h e r  cou ldn ' t  do i t ,  I mean, be 
a b l e  t o  s t o p  and do it. That 's  t he  reason I can burn grease  now. 
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Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  You do p r e t t y  w e l l  a t  i t ?  

A: I don ' t  scorch  no water .  

Q: Oh, I see. What was a day l i k e ?  For i n s t ance ,  you being . . . were 
coming up on t h e  farm, I know you had t o  g e t  up p r e t t y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning 
t o  g e t  t h e  animals  fed and g e t  your chores  a l l  done and a l l  t h a t .  

A: Papa would ge t  up a t  f ou r  o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. And he 'd  g e t  t h e  
ho r se s  i n  and then he'd came and c a l l  us.  And my mother'd be a l r eady  up 
prepar ing  b r e a k f a s t .  

Q: About what t i m e  d i d  you a l l  e a t  b r eak fa s t  gene ra l l y?  About f i v e  o 'c lock? 

A: [At] 5:30, anyhow. 'Cause we'd be i n  t h e  f i e l d  a t  six o 'c lock ,  Have a 
h a l f  a day ' s  work done a t  11:30 because he always q u i t  f o r  noon. Give t h e  
ho r se s  a hour and a h a l f  t o  e a t  t h e i r  d inner .  

Q: And then? 

A: Go back t o  work a t  one o 'c lock .  

Q: You worked how l a t e ?  

A: Unt i l  s i x  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  evening. 

Q: Oh, I see. Naw d id  you have any . . . you a l l  d i d n ' t  have much time 
f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  and playing then? 

A: Played horseshoes an awful l o t .  Where d i d  we have any money t o  buy any 
r e c r e a t i o n ?  Huh? Nobody s e n t  i t  t o  you. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  What . . . d i d  you have o t h e r  neighbor c h i l d r e n  out  
t h e r e  . . . o u t  . . .? 

A: Colored? 

Q: Y e s .  

A: There 's  one family.  H e  was h e r e  from Taylor  County, Kentucky. 

Q: From where? 

A: Taylor  County, Kentucky. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: And he worked by t h e  month f o r  one of my great-uncles .  

Q: What was h i s  name? Do you remember? 

A: Edwards. 
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Q: Edwards. 

A: Yeah. 

Q: He was your great-uncle.  

A: He worked f o r  my great-uncle.  

Q: Oh, oh, I see .  Edwards worked f o r  your great-uncle.  

A: Yeah. My g r e a t  uncle  l i v e d  up he re  on 15th and Cass. 

Q: Oh, I see .  What was your unc le ' s  name? 

A: Nate Smith. 

Q: Nate Smith. I see .  Now, d id  t h i s  Edwards, d id  they have a family of 
ch i ld ren?  

A: They had four  ch i ld ren .  

Q: Did you a l l  play toge the r  as . . . 
A: We d idn ' t .  They were so much younger than we t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have time 
t o  play with them kids .  We went t o  school  with them. 

Q: I s e e .  

A: Out here  t o  Hazel De l l  School. 

Q: Oh, Hazel Del l .  

A: Hazel Del l .  It 's the  only school  I eve r  went to .  They had one room 
then and the  teacher 'd  teach plumb up t o  t h e  n i n t h  grade. 

Q: I see .  Did you a l l  have t o  spend a l o t  of time on the  farm he lp ing ,  
t h a t ' s  why you d i d n ' t  go f u r t h e r ?  

A:  hat's r i g h t .  H e  wasn't  a b l e  t o  h i r e  a man year-round. I mean, people 
wanted assurance of t h e i r  work i n  t he  spr ing .  I f  he couldn ' t  s t a r t  them 
e a r l y ,  they 'd g e t  somebody e l s e .  Yeah, nobody waited on him. I f  he wasn't  
ready, somebody e l s e  was. 

Q: What . . . away from playing horseshoes,  what did you a l l  do , . . f o r  
i n s t ance ,  did you a l l  work on Saturdays,  too ,  on t h e  farm? 

A:  Not Saturday af te rnoon,  no. W e  could have r e c r e a t i o n  i f  w e  wanted t o  
o r  . . . Saturday af te rnoon.  

Q: Did you a l l  come t o  town then,  I mean? 

A: W e  went over t o  Burn Park. 
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Q: Burn Park. 

A :  That ' s  where our  r e c r e a t i o n  accumulated. 

Q: And what d id  you a l l  gene ra l ly  do over t h e r e ?  

A: Oh, some Sunday School would have a p i c n i c  every now and then  out  
there .  We'd go over ,  but we'd always be home 4 : 3 0  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  
because we had a bunch of cows t o  milk. 

Q: I see .  

A: And we had t o  walk, d i d n ' t  have no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

Q: Now, where was t h a t  farm loca ted  you say? 

A: You know where t h e  o ld  WMAY s t a t i o n  is  ou t  here  on the  bypass? Well, 
i t ' s  r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  road from t h a t  on t h e  south s i d e  of t he  road. 

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: All t h a t  is  b u i l t  up i n  a d d i t i o n  now. That was a house back t h e r e ,  
four  room house, and we l i v e d  on one hundred and s i x t y  ac re s .  

Q: What was t h e  name of t he  owner f o r  those one hundred and s i x t y  a c r e s  
from whom your f a t h e r  ren ted?  

A: M r s .  M e r r i t t .  

Q: M r s .  M e r r i t t .  

A: Yeah. 

Q: All r i g h t .  And a l l  your b ro the r s  went t o  Hazel D e l l  School? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: All of them. Okay. 

A: And then when my f a t h e r  l e f t  t he  farm out  t he re ,  some of them, t h r e e  i f  
not  four  of them, went t o  Harvard Park. 

Q: I see .  A l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  t a l k  now. I t ake  i t  then t h a t  you were grown 
when your f a t h e r  came i n t o  town s o  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  come t o  l i v e  with him? 

A: No, twenty-six years  o ld .  You don ' t  l i v e  wi th  your parents .  

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  Now what . . . do you remember what t h e  neighborhood t h a t  
your f a t h e r  l i v e d  i n  was l i k e  when he came t o  town on South Eleventh? Did 
they have o t h e r  co lored  . . . 
A: Yeah, t h r e e  o t h e r  colored f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  out  t he re .  
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Q :  Okay. Now, where did you l i v e  when you came i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld .  

A: Where d id  I move from home? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Out 2020 Eas t  Stewart .  

Q :  I see, 2020 East  Stewart .  

A: That ' s  where my wife  and I learned  a house . . . r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  
s t r e e t  from where my wife  w a s  r a i s e d .  

Q :  What was t h a t  neighborhood like? 

A :  Oh, j u s t  i n  genera l ,  I mean, poor c l a s s  of people g e t t i n g  by, r a i s i n g  
f a m i l i e s  and so  f o r t h .  Coal miners and l i k e  t h a t .  

Q :  Have you ever  worked i n  t h e  coa l  mine? 

A: I was down t h e r e  about  t h r e e  t imes. I don ' t  want i t ,  too r i c h  f o r  me. 

Q :  I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  What happened? 

A: Huh? 

Q: What happened about i t? 

A: Whenever you go down over t h r e e  hundred f e e t  i n  t h e  ground, anything 
can happen. That ' s  t h e  reason I d i d n ' t  s t a y .  

Q: What, you j u s t  went down t o  . . . 
A: On an a f f i d a v i t .  

Q: O h ,  I see .  

A: My uncle  went with m e  and whenever he went down, wouldn't g e t  on the  
cage when I d i d  go down, they'd send me back up on the  next  cage. 

Q :  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A :  'Cause h e ' s  supposed t o  be respons ib le .  

Q:  How old were you? I mean, you were a man when you went down t h e r e ?  

A: No, I was e ighteen  yea r s  o ld .  

Q: I see .  And how long d id  you . . . 
A: Work? About t h r e e  weeks. When my uncle  went o f f ,  I mean, . . . when 
my uncle  went o f f ,  I mean, v i s i t i n g  around down t h e r e  amongst his f r i e n d s  
and l e f t  me a lone ,  I come home and t o l d  my f a t h e r  and he stopped me from 
going. 
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Q: I see .  What s p e c i f i c  work d id  you have t o  do? 

A: Huh? 

Q: What did you have t o  do i n  the  coa l  mine? 

A: Help him, I was h i s  h e l p e r  I mean, d r i l l  ho les  and he d id  a l l  t h e  
pu t t i ng  the  powder and s t u f f  i n  t he  ho le s  t o  shoot  t h e  c o a l ,  and load c o a l  
and then we'd have d i r t ,  so much d i r t  t h a t  we had t o  load out  and i n t o  . . . to g e t  room f o r  f u r t h e r  coa l .  So r t  i t  out .  

Q: Where was t h i s  mine? 

A: Out at Spring Creek. 

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: Right out  he re  west of town. 

Q: And a f t e r  your f a t h e r  stopped you, you d i d n ' t  go back? 

A: No, what f o r ?  I d i d n ' t  lose nothing down t he re .  

Q: Well, d i d n ' t  you make good money? 

A: Yeah, 1 ' d  guess you'd c a l l  i t  good money, any money's good j u s t  so  i t ' s  
not  bogus. I a i n ' t  never received no bad money. 

Q: What time d id  you have t o  go t o  work? I mean f o r  t h e  c o a l ,  now. 

A: When we were out  t h e r e ,  my uncle worked on the  n i g h t  s h i f t .  We'd go 
down i n  the  mine about 7:30 i n  t h e  evening and g e t  out  about twelve o r  one 
o 'c lock.  We had t o  go back i n t o  where our work was i n  a  c a r  pu l led  by a  
mule. 

Q: 1s t h a t  r i g h t ?  And then when they loaded, t he  mules pul led  i t  ou t ,  
pul led out t h e  loads ,  a l s o ?  

A: The mules . . . t h a t ' s  what t h e  mule 's  f o r ,  yes.  P u l l  t he  coa l  from 
those e n t r i e s ,  I mean, and moves t o  t h e  pardon and then  they had an e l e c t r i c  
motor t h a t  h i t ched  on t o  them a t  t he  pardon and pul led  them t o  the  f ace  of 
the  mine. 

Q: I s e e .  

A: Where they loaded them on a  cage. 

Q: And then from t h e r e  they t ake  i t  t o  t he  r a i l r o a d  c a r ?  

A: Well, they br ing  i t  up and i t  runs over shakers ,  you know, and sepa ra t e s  
them. 

Q: Oh, I see .  



W i l l i a m  B .  Hubbard 16 

A: Big s t u f f  goes i n t o  what you c a l l  lump c o a l  and, and had "A" c o a l ,  and 
then they had what you c a l l  mine run, j u s t  b r ing  i t  up a s  they d i g ,  don ' t  
run i t  over t h e  shaker.  That mine run was cheaper than what your o t h e r  
c o a l  was. 

Q:  Was t h a t  the  f i n e r  grade coa l?  

A: Yeah, 

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  Now how long did you l i v e  on Stewart S t r e e t .  

A: I don ' t  know, I was out  t h e r e  during t h e  Depression . . . I don ' t  know 
how long I d id  l i v e  out  t he re ,  q u i t e  a  while ,  1'11 say t h a t .  

Q: Now Let me a s k  you t h i s  now. How did  t h e  Depression, you mentioned t h e  
Depression, how did  t h a t  a f f e c t  you and your family? 

A: Quite a  b i t .  When they wouldn't g ive  you c l o t h e s  and shoes and th ings  
l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t  would a f f e c t  you, l e t  a lone  me. And they g ive  ma te r i a l  f o r  
you t o  make c lo th ing ,  s h i r t s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  but t o  g ive  you something 
already made, they hard ly  ever  do t h a t .  

Q: A 1 1  r i g h t .  You were working on cons t ruc t ion  during t h a t  t ime? 

A: No, I mean, s ee ,  I mean during t h e  Depression, t h e  cons t ruc t ion  workers 
wasn't doing nothing but rece iv ing  r e l i e f .  

Q: Yes, t h i s  i s  what I understand,  so  . . . 
A: Quite awhile a f t e r  t h e  Depression before  you could g e t  on cons t ruc t ion ,  
they d i d n ' t  have no u n i t .  All they had t o  do was s i t  out  on t h e  job. I 
mean, somebody'd burn ou t  o r  g e t  s i c k ,  and the  man would pick you. You 
d i d n ' t  have t o  go t o  no union h a l l  and g e t  a card o r  nothing like t h a t .  I f  
you w a s  a b l e  and a v a i l a b l e ,  you had a job. 

Q: But t h a t  meant you had t o  go down t h e r e  and s i t  and wai t  u n t i l  they 
c a l l e d  you? 

A: Well, I mean, t h a t ' s  t he  way we d id  do. We d i d n ' t  have t o ,  bu t  you 
e i t h e r  do t h a t  o r  s t a r v e ,  I guess because they a i n ' t  going t o  send f o r  you. 

Q: And about how much d id  . . . you s a i d  you were on r e l i e f  then. Who was 
paying t h i s  r e l i e f ,  t he  s t a t e  o r  t h e  county? 

A: County and c i t y  combined. 

Q: How d id  they pay you, according t o  t h e  s i z e  of your family o r  according 
t o  how much you were working? 

A: Yeah, they had a lo t tment  f o r  f i v e  and six i n  t h e  family. You g e t  so 
much. And you work i t  ou t ,  whether they a l low you money f o r  what you work. 

Q: What kind of work would you be a t ?  
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A: They b u i l t  t h i s  l ake  out  he re  wi th  he lp  of my kind. Sure. Work out  
o rde r s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  and s e t  t h a t  shrubbery out  t he re .  That was 
once a farm, a l t o g e t h e r  farming ground out  t h e r e  where t h a t  water is. 

Q: I see .  

A: And t h e  c i t y  took i t  upon t h e i r s e l f  t o  c l e a r  i t  o f f  and have a l ake  t o  
fu rn i sh  t h e i r  own water.  

Q: And they took the  l abo r  of t he  people who weren't  on t h e i r  r egu la r  job 
o r  most of i t  t o  . . . 
A: Support t h a t .  

Q: Now of course you d i d n ' t  have any money t o  l o s e  during t h e  Depression 
then? 

A: No. Where would I have made i t? 

0: Could you g e t  commodities t o  buy during t h i s  time o r  . . . 
A: The Federal  Government used t o  have a t ruck  go around and have commodities 
on i t ,  pota toes ,  oranges, apples  and l i k e  t h a t .  And some weeks they had 
meat. And they'd i s s u e  each family so much. 

Q: Now, you had a garden then  so some of t hese  th ings  you d i d n ' t  . . . 
A: I d i d n ' t  need but I go t  them anyhow; somebody e l s e  needed them. 'Cause 
you got  something mean you don ' t  s h u t  t h e  door and buy it  all; always l eave  
i t  open. Yes, sir. People who couldn ' t  g e t  t h a t  and was needing i t  a s  bad 
as I was . . . When I went down t o  a s k  f o r  r e l i e f  I went down t h e r e  t h r e e  
days without  going i n  t o  s e e  anybody 'cause I d i d n ' t  have the  p r i d e  t o  go 
i n .  I was t o  . . . j u s t  hated t o  humble myself. You looked l i k e  you were 
plumb he lp l e s s .  

Q: Yeah, but  you couldn ' t  he lp  yourself  because . . . 
A: I know t h a t ,  but t h a t  wasn't  t h e  way I looked a t  i t .  That wasn't t h e  
way I looked a t  i t .  Don't want t o  be compelled t o  nobody. 

Q: And t h a t  l a s t e d  f o r  about two o r  t h r e e  yea r s?  

A: About two yea r s ,  l i t t l e  b i t  over.  

Q: Then a f t e r  t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  go back t o  work on cons t ruc t ion?  

A: My brother  was working on cons t ruc t ion  f o r  Sangamo Construct ion Company, 
and he found a p lace  f o r  me. The b ro the r  I mentioned t h a t  was name Frank. 

Q: Frank. And then you worked on t h i s  s t r a i g h t  through u n t i l  you r e t i r e d ?  

A: No, I mean, you see ,  I mean, i f  you g e t  d i s s a t i s f i e d  with one c o n t r a c t o r ,  
you don' t  have t o  d i e  wi th  him, you can go t o  somebody else. 
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Q: Yes, but  I mean you worked with cons t ruc t ion ;  you d i d n ' t  work with 
Sangamo . . . 
A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: . . . u n t i l ,  bu t  you worked on cons t ruc t ion .  

A: On cons t ruc t ion .  I wish my age wasn't  so  high now. People t e l l  me, 
say ,  "Wished we could knock your age of f  some." 

Q: Well, you'd go back t o  . . . 
A: Sure, why no t?  Made more money on t h a t  than I eve r  d id  i n  my l i f e .  
When I f in i shed  up, I w a s  g e t t i n g  about $7.00 an hour. 

Q: That ' s  too bad i t  couldn ' t  be e a r l i e r .  

A: Yeah. When we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n ,  i t  was 4 0 ~  an hour; I considered t h a t  
q u i t e  a b i t ,  $21.60 a week. But you had t o  work n ine  hours t o  g e t  i t .  

Q: And when you were g e t t i n g  $7.00 an hour,  you worked what, e i g h t  hours a 
day ? 

A: Yeah, e i g h t  hours  a day.  

Q: Eight hours a day. A l l  r i g h t ,  what then . . . what about t h i s  . . . t he  
r i o t .  Do you know . . . 
A: I was e i g h t  years  old. 

Q: Eight  years  o ld  when the  r i o t  came. 

A: People come t o  our  house t h a t  had never been t h e r e  before.  I don ' t  
t h ink  they've been t h e r e  s i n c e ,  t o  g e t  s h e l t e r .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Which house was t h i s  now? 

A: Out t h e r e  on . . . 
Q:  Out on t h e  farm. 

A: Out t h e r e  on t h a t  farm. They walked out  there .  

Q: And these  were black people? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: What do you remember about i t  bes ides  people  coming out?  Did you hear  
them t a l k  of what was going on downtown? 

A: No, I wasn't  i n t e r e s t e d  then. I d i d n ' t  know enough t o  be i n t e r e s t e d .  
I was i n t e r e s t e d  with th inking  of Papa going t o  town every day, have t o  g e t  
d i f f e r e n t  t h ings ,  I mean, 'cause these  people was t h e r e  and we d i d n ' t  have 
i t .  He went t o  town every day during t h a t  r i o t .  
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Q: Did he say anything t o  you c h i l d r e n  when he came back about what was 
going on? 

A: Well, we was g e t t i n g  t h e  paper then. We could hear  them read i f  we 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  paper o u r s e l f .  'Cause o lde r  people took the  paper f i r s t .  
Kids would g e t  i t  l a s t .  

Q: But you remember even a f t e r  l a t e r  yea r s ,  anybody t a l k i n g  and saying 
anything about i t ?  

A: O h ,  they s a i d  . . . d i f f e r e n t  ones s a i d  how it s t a r t e d .  I don ' t  know. 
They s a i d  they hung a colored f e l low over it. I don' t  know. I wouldn't 
say how t h a t  went by. I know t h e r e ' s  a man k i l l e d ,  I mean colored fe l low,  
t h a t  was hung, they s a i d  he had a white woman. I don ' t  . . . 

End of Tape 

Q: . . . came t o  your house, how long d id  they s t a y ?  

A: Oh, we had them people f o r  a s o l i d  month. 

Q: Keally? 

A: Sure. Some of them hadn ' t  never been t o  [a] farm. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: They s l e p t  i n  t h e  hay l o f t  and anyplace they could g e t  t o .  

Q: Real ly? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: And then  a f t e r  t h i s  month, they went back home? 

A: Some of them were scared  t o  go back home. Others were more bold and 
they went and broke t h e  i c e ,  see ,  they weren't  going t o  be d i s tu rbed .  My 
grandfa ther  on my mother 's s i d e  s a t  t h e r e  a t  Fourteenth and Cedar i n  t he  
yard wi th  a .30-30 r i f l e  l ay ing  a c r o s s  h i s  l a p  and never d id  leave.  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: H e  was a coa l  miner. His f a t h e r  was a s l a v e  and my grandfa ther  on my 
mother's s i d e  was a s l ave  and my grandfa ther  on my f a t h e r ' s  s i d e  was a 
s l ave ,  so they wasn't  scared .  They'd been through t h e  c l i n k e r  before.  

Q: And nobody bothered them? 

A: No, they d i d n ' t  bother  them. And he d i d n ' t  have t o  bother  nobody, 
'cause they seen he meant business.  He had a horse  and buggy and t h e  only 
time he'd leave  t h a t  f r o n t  yard was when he'd go down t o  t h e  barn t o  take 
c a r e  of t h i s  horse  t h a t  he had. we'd go up t h e r e ,  I mean, and t ake  food 
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and s t u f f  t o  him and then 'cause he d i d n ' t  want t o  leave t he  p lace .  Ride a 
horse up there .  My mother'd put i t  i n  a sack and r i d e  a horse  up t h e r e  and 
leave  i t  f o r  my grandfa ther  and go on back home. He'd i n s t r u c t  us  t o  go 
s t r a i g h t  home. 

Q: Yeah. 

A: Out t he re .  

: So you'd leave  from the  house where you were l i v i n g  . . . 
A: Yeah, out  he re  a t  t h i s  farm and t ake  i t  r i g h t  over t h e r e  t o  Fourteenth 
and Cedar. 

Q :  Fourteenth and Cedar. 

A: 1528 South Fourteenth,  where grandfa ther  and grandmother l i v e d .  

Q: What were t h e i r  names? 

A: Chandler, Buford Chandler. 

Q: Buford? 

A: Chandler. H i s  wi fe ,  my grandmother's Atisha Chandler. 

Q: With what? 

A: Atisha. 

Q: Atisha.  

A: Yeah. 

Q: Were these  men and women who came t o  s t a y  out  on your farm . . . 
A: Out t h e r e  a t  t h e  farm? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Would they do what? 

Q: Were they men and women and ch i ld ren?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Did you know of any o r  hear  of anybody who had to l eave  town because of 
t h e  r i o t ,  and leave  the  c i t y  I mean? 

A: Well, people were in an uproar.  They were taken t h a t  i n t o  t h e i r  best 
thought,  I mean, what t o  do. 'Cause they were combing t h e  town. 

Q: But they d i d n ' t  come out  t h a t  Ear? 
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A: No, no. They d i d n ' t  come t o  t h e  farm. I guess people t h a t  came t o  t h e  
farm, I mean, never l e f t  no t r a c k s  behind so they could t r a i l  them, 'cause 
they come bus t ing  out  of t h e  c o r n f i e l d  t h e r e  while  t he  corn was green i n  
roas t ing  e a r s  and l i k e  t o  have scared  my mother t o  dea th .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  Who d i d ,  t h e  people? 

A: These people t h a t  f l e d  t h e i r  homes i n  town here. It was awful. Uncle 
Frank, I mean, Frances S t range ' s  f a t h e r ,  I mean, he never rushed out  of 
town. He s tayed  r i g h t  over t h e r e  on Seventeenth S t r e e t  where he owned a 
p lace .  

: But did . . . wasn't  i t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Mason and up i n  Randolph and 
Madison, Washington, up i n  t h a t  a r e a  most? 

A: Over t h e r e  by the  Centennial  Building,  too.  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: Yeah. Over t h e r e  by t h e  Centennial  Building.  

Q: Did you have . . . d id  you hear  anybody say  about how many people got  
k i l l e d ?  

A: It was i n  t h e  paper,  bu t  I don ' t  r e c o l l e c t  i t .  But t h e r e  were people 
k i l l e d  t h a t  they never mentioned, 'cause they were b ig ,  b ig  shots .  

Q: I see .  Now what about church? Did you a l l  go t o  church on Sunday? 

A: Yeah, but  we d i d n ' t  join t h a t  r i o t .  

Q: No, 1'm not  t a l k i n g  . . . 
A: Yeah, we belonged . . . my f o l k s '  paren ts  belonged t o  New Hope Calvary 
Church. 

Q: New Hope was way up nor th?  

A: On Eighth and Miller. 

Q: Eight and Mi l l e r .  

A: That ' s  where they both was bur ied ,  Eighth and Miller, New Hope Church. 
My b ro the r  Frankie,  he was buried up t h e r e ,  too. 

Q: And a l l  of you came t o  church on Sunday? 

A: Yeah. 

: Now, when you went back home, you a l l  had t o  milk t h e  cows and a l l  
t h a t ?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  
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0:  Well, I take it then you a l l  d i d n ' t  have time t o  go t o  movies and a l l  
t h a t  s o r t  of th ing?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  I f  we had time, where'd we have t h e  money? 

Q: Now when you were . . . when you came i n t o  town, d id  you e a t  anyplace 
downtown o the r  than  your home, any of t he  r e s t a u r a n t s  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  
o r  t r y  t o  e a t  t h e r e ?  

A: No. Most we a t e  was my grandmother's and my unc le ' s ,  Frank Chandler. 
We d i d n ' t  go t o  no r e s t a u r a n t .  

Q: Frank Chandler w a s  your unc le .  So you r e a l l y  wouldn't know then whether 
o r  no t  they wouldn't s e rve  colored people t he re?  

A: Well, f o r  me, o t h e r  people I couldn ' t  speak f o r  them, what they . . . 
but t h a t ' s  t h e  reason I ' m  so funny now. I don ' t  e a t  every p lace  where I 

go 'Cause I don ' t  know who f ixed  i t ,  the re fo re ,  I ' d  r a t h e r  go a l i t t l e  
b i t  hungry than e a t  a t  the  wrong place.  Wasn't taught  to .  When Thanksgiving 
w a s  and they had dinner  up a t  t h e  New Hope Church, I mean, I wouldn't e a t  
hard ly  un le s s  Mama f i x e d  my p l a t e .  

Q: And then you'd have t o  know who f ixed  i t ?  

A: Mama knows. She was i n  t h e  k i tchen ,  she 'd  know. She knew what we 
l i k e d  and what we d i d n ' t  l i k e .  And I wouldn't want no seconds a t  no p lace ,  
'cause i t  would appear somebody e l s e ' s  meal. 1 ' m  t h a t  way y e t .  

Q: You e a t  a t  home, b a s i c a l l y ,  then? 

A: Sure. I know where i t  comes from and who f ixed  it. I s e e  many a 
person have ptomaine poisoning. That ' s  from not  being c l ean  o r  mixing up 
something t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  near  spo i l ed  t o  begin with.  Don't do t h a t .  When 
you ' re  feeding o the r  people 's  ch i ld ren ,  you g ive  them t h e  bes t .  

Q :  That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: I f  you can ' t  do t h a t ,  don ' t  o f f e r  them t o  e a t .  

Q: I th ink  t h a t ' s  a  good poin t .  

A: I know i t  is. It worked with m e ,  done seventy-four years  and if I live 
t o  s e e  t h e  6 th  day of September, I ' l l  be seventy-five. It a i n ' t  f a i l e d  
y e t .  Tha t ' s  a p r e t t y  good record.  D r .  Lee, h e ' s  my b e s t  f r i e n d ,  and a  
doc tor ,  I mean, he asked me, s a i d ,  "I h a w  t h e r e ' s  an ope ra t ion  whenever I 
s e e  you s t i c k  your head i n  my place." And I s a i d ,  "Well, why? Why ask  
you? Only th ing  t h a t  you know i s  what I t e l l  you." Why t e l l  him i f  I can 
do i t  myself? H e  s a i d ,  "Well, you ' re  i n f r i n g i n g  on my profession."  I 
s a i d ,  " ~ o u ' r e  i n f r i n g i n g  on my money." ( l augh te r )  we're even. You don ' t  
need t o  t e l l  me t h a t  I don ' t  know when 1 ' m  i n f r i n g i n g  on him. 

Q: ~ e ' s  your doc tor ,  though? 
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A: Sure. H e ' s  a good one. That Dor is  Robinson i s  h i s  nurse.  She t o l d  me 
s a i d ,  "Mr. Hubbard," s a i d ,  "you s a i d  you stopped t h e  bleeding your se l f .  
May I a s k  you how?" I s a i d ,  "You ought t o  know, you went t o  school  t o  s t o p  
the  bleeding. I wouldn't a s k  you how t o  s t o p  it." And f i n a l l y  she  s a i d ,  
I' Yes, sir,  f o r  c u r i o s i t y  sake ,  would you t e l l  me?" I s a i d ,  "I guess you 
want t o  go t e l l  D r .  Lee." I s a i d ,  "I'll t e l l  him when I see  him." And 
f i n a l l y  t o l d  he r .  No sooner than I go t  t h e  l a s t  of i t  o f f  my l i p s ,  she  
went and t o l d  him. I know she t o l d  him, 'cause she couldn ' t  keep i t .  

Q: She wanted t o  know too badly? 

A: Sure,  she has  t o  s t a r t  out  with a dumb n igger ,  t h a t ' s  a l l ,  'cause she 'd  
been i n  school .  

Q: Now what d id  you have, a c u t  o r  something? 

A: Sure, I had a cu t .  Said,  "How d i d ,  you s a i d  you stopped t h e  bleeding,  
how did you do i t ? "  And I s a i d ,  "That don ' t  come before  you, Doris." And 
she s a i d ,  "Laying a l l  jokes a s i d e ,  how d id  you s top  i t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Soot and 
cobwebs." Tha t ' s  a l l  I s a i d .  

Q: Soot and cobwebs. 

A: Sure. I t ' l l  do i t  everytime. There a i n ' t  any doubt,  e i t h e r .  And when 
we went i n  Lee's o f f i c e  and she went i n  t h e r e  and s a i d ,  "He s a i d  he stopped 
t h e  bleeding h i s s e l f . "  He s a i d ,  "This boy's of t h e  o ld  school .  Leave him 
a lone  ." I knowed i t .  

Q: But h e ' s  from the  o ld  school  down home t h e r e ,  too. 

A: I know h e ' s  from down home. I t o l d  him once, I s a i d ,  "Doc, I got  t h e  
employee and I don ' t  need you. How much do you charge t o  be on t h i s  case? 
I ' l l  guarantee you t h a t  you don ' t  have t o  do nothing. I f  you do anything,  
j u s t  h i r e  and f i r e  'cause a l l  I g e t  t o  do i s  pay." 

Q: What d id  he say t o  t h a t ?  

A: He s a i d ,  " I 've  took so much money of f  you, I ' l l  do t h a t  f o r  a hundred 
do l l a r s . "  I d i d n ' t  expect him t o  l e t  m e  o f f  t h a t  l i g h t ,  'cause T needed 
him. But a hundred d o l l a r s  was no money t o  me then 'cause I was making i t .  

: I not iced  t h a t  your b ro the r  Lyman was pas to r  of P leasant  Grove. Do you 
remember when he stopped warking a t  t h e  foundry and went i n t o  the  min i s t ry?  

A: . . . he t o l d  me s a i d ,  "Do you th ink  I should work?" I s a i d ,  "Yeah, 
anybody should work t o  e a r n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  by t h e  sweat of t h e i r  brow. 
You're no b e t t e r  than  nobody e l se . "  I s a i d ,  "Yeah, I th ink  you ought t o  
work. My f a t h e r  w a s  your f a t h e r  and he  never t o l d  you not  t o  work." 

Q: Now was t h i s  when he was . . . 
A: When he was l i v i n g  out  t h e r e  a t  Riverton.  Don't never do nothing t o  
keep you from working. 
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Q: This  was when he was p a s t o r  i n  t he  church. 

A: Yeah. Thought he shouldn ' t  work. I a i n ' t  seen t h e  co lo r  on a person 
t h a t  I don ' t  t h ink  should work, no t  one. Root, hog, o r  d i e ,  t h a t ' s  my 
b e l i e f .  If you don ' t  r o o t ,  you don ' t  g e t  no acorn. Why take  c a r e  of 
anybody? Anybody t o  take  ca re  of would be a  pimp t o  my es t imat ion .  

: But he w a s  pas to r  i n  t h e  church, wasn't  he? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Well, i s n ' t  t h a t  work? 

A: No. 

Q: You don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  work? 

A: No. 

Q: Real ly? 

A:  No, I don ' t .  If they g e t  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  they q u i t ,  and you g e t  another ,  
j u s t  l i k e  you do on a job. I f  you g e t  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  you don ' t  have t o  s t a y  
t h e r e ,  change con t r ac t s .  If h e ' s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  what t hey ' r e  paying him 
t h e r e ,  g e t  out  and g e t  him another  church. Don't s t a y  t h e r e  and be on us  
and zooming. 

Q: But what would you do, M r .  Hubbard, wi th  t h e  th ing ,  wi th  t h i s  s c r i p t u r e  
t h a t  says  t h a t  he who se rves  a t  t h e  a l t a r  must l i v e  . . . 
A: Who t o l d  him t h a t ?  

Q: The s c r i p t u r e s .  

A: I d i d n ' t  say h i s  name, but  who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

Q: The s c r i p t u r e s .  

A: You r e l y  upon a l l  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  and y o u ' l l  go hungry. And I can s e e  
you ' r e  hungry. 

Q: Would you he lp  me i f  I were hungry? 

A: Not i f  you f e e l  you 're  too good t o  work, no. Why? I went down t h e r e  I 
t o l d  you t o  t h e  C i ty  Ha l l ,  I mean, t o  g e t  r e l i e f  and went t h e r e  t h r e e  days 
and t h e  woman t o l d  me, "Mr. Hubbard, I don ' t  f e e l  j u s t i f i e d  i n  g iv ing  an  
able-bodied person a s  you and your wife  any r e l i e f . "  I said, "Well, don ' t  
do i t  then." She s a i d ,  "What do you do?" And I s a i d ,  "That don ' t  come 
before  you what I do. J u s t  r e f u s e  me and w e ' l l  . . . I I 

Q: Did she r e f u s e  you? 

A: She waited he r  own good time and then she  s a i d ,  "Do you s t i l l  th ink  t h e  
same." I s a i d ,  "Yes, j u s t  r e fuse ,  I don ' t  humble myself t o  nobody, you 
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included.' '  I s a i d ,  "If i t  wasn't  f o r  t h e  poor people on r e l i e f ,  you wouldn't 
have no job, and I'll b e t  you 're  s t ea l ing . "  

Q: You t o l d  he r  t h a t ?  

A: Sure, I t o l d  her  t h a t ,  and when he r  caseworker came knocking around, I 
had a  brand new Maytag washer s e t t i n g  i n  t h e  d in ing  room with t h e  cel lophane 
s t i l l  on the  wrapper. My wife s a i d ,  "You a i n ' t  gonna g e t  nothing." I s a i d ,  
"I a i n ' t  got  nothing so what have I got  t o  p ro t ec t ? "  That woman would 
d e s i r e  a  Maytag washer t h a t  c o s t  $85.00 h e r s e l f  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and the  
people t r u s t  me with i t ,  seeking t o  t r u s t  m e  with $6.00 down and $5.00 a 
month, why couldn ' t  I have one? I can s t e a l  t h a t  much. He s a i d  i t  wasn't 
making him nothing t h e r e  s i t t i n g  i n  t he  warehouse. He'd j u s t  b r ing  me one 
out .  And he d id .  And I kept  t he  $6.00 a month, I mean, t o  pay him down 
and pa id  $5.00 a month u n t i l  I got  t he  washing machine paid f o r .  And he 
asked m e  i f  t h e r e  was anything e l s e  I needed when I got  t h e  washing machine 
paid f o r .  No, you don ' t  s t op  with one th ing ,  you go t o  another .  J u s t  l i k e  
you go t o  a s c r i p t u r e  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  you don ' t  have t o  work. So s c r i p t u r e s  
say t o  earn  yours by the  sweat of your brow. 

Q: Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

A: Why you s k i p  then? 

Q: Well, t h e r e  a r e  var ious  kinds of work, though, Mr . . Hubbard. You s e e  . 

A: You mean, you don ' t  want t o  put  a  shovel  i n  your hand? 

Q: Oh, no, i f  I had t o  do t h a t ,  I would do t h a t .  

A: I ' d  j u s t  a s  soon s e e  you with a shovel  i n  your hand a s  anybody. 

Q: What d i d  you say? 

A: I say  I ' d  j u s t  soon [ see ]  you o r  any o the r  m i n i s t e r  with a  shove 
h i s  hand a s  anybody e l s e .  

Q: Yes, we l l ,  i f  I had t o  do i t ,  I ' d  do i t ,  but  then  . . . 
A: I c a n ' t  do th ings  t o  p r o h i b i t  him from g e t t i n g  a shovel  i n  h i s  hand. I 
c a n ' t  s e e  it. 

Q: Well, i f  i t ' s  become a neces s i ty ,  yes.  

A: Anytime you a r e  l i v i n g ,  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y  t o  have a l i v i n g .  

Q: Kight. 

A: Regardless of how you g e t  i t .  

Q;  Kight. I ag ree  wi th  you, but  t h e  th ing  is  t h i s ,  t h a t  i f  a person is  
p a s t o r  i n  a p lace ,  a  church, and i f  h e ' s  doing h i s  job t h a t  he has t o  go t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  and he has  t o  counsel people and he has  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h ings  go 
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on a t  t h e  church and he has  t o  do some studying and a l l  t he se  s o r t  of 
t h ings ,  t h i s  t akes  up a l o t  of t i m e .  

A: I know, but  he knew t h a t  before  he took t h e  job. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: So i f  he d i d n ' t  have money t o  work, why d id  he take  up t h e  min i s t ry?  

Q: Who's supposed t o  do t h e  min i s t ry ,  M r .  Hubbard? 

A: Huh? 

Q: I n  your th inking ,  who's supposed t o  . . . 
A: You always t e l l  me t h a t  God sends t h e  people. It don ' t  look l i k e  t h a t  
God sends very many. 

But you ' re  r i g h t  because t h e r e  a r e  many, many c a l l e d  but  few chosen. 

That ' s  r i g h t ,  and i t ' d  be l e s s  t he  way they ' r e  ca r ry ing  on. 

I ag ree  wi th  you, I a g r e e  wi th  you. 

Be l e s s .  

See everybody who c a l l s  themselves a min i s t e r  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  . . . 
God sen t .  1 mean God d i d n ' t  send nobody. They took i t  upon t h e i r s e l f .  

Some of them. 

Most of them. 

Well, t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  some . . . 
'Cause why d i d n ' t  my b ro the r  want t o  go t o  t he  Army t o  be a man i n  t h e  

Army t o  conduct min i s t e r ing?  'Cause he d i d n ' t  have t o  work, t h a t ' s  why. 

Q :  Chaplain? 

A: Chaplain, is  what he wanted t o  be. 

Q: But, M r .  Hubbard, t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of people who need guidance and need 
counsel ing and a man l i k e  you could g ive  a l o t  of counsel a l o t  of younger 
men. 

A: I know. 

Q: And so  t h e r e  a r e  men who d id  counsel some of t hese  s o l d i e r s  out t h e r e ,  
they are so f r igh tened ,  d read fu l ,  and need encouragement. So somebody has  
t o  do i t .  
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A: I know. And he lp  t o  pay you t o  do it. 

(1: Yes, yes. 

A: I c a n ' t .  No, what f o r ?  I can counsel  a s  w e l l  a s  you can. 

Q: Well, i n  some a reas .  

A: 'Cause you go t  m i n i s t e r i n g ,  you want somebody t o  pay f o r  your t u i t i o n ,  
I know. 

Q: Well, I had t o  pay. 

A;  I t 's  nothing t o  m e .  1 d i d n ' t  t e l l  you t o  go ahead. 

Q:  hat's c o r r e c t .  

A: And I won't t e l l  you t o  s top .  

Q: Right .  

A: So i f  you make out  wi th  i t  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  and i f  you don ' t  i t ' s  a l l  
r i g h t .  

Q: But you w i l l  o f f e r  a prayer  f o r  m e ,  though? 

A: Yeah. Do you o f f e r  a  p rayer  f o r  somebody else bes ides  you r se l f ?  

Q: Oh, yes .  

A: Once i n  a  while .  

(1: Every day. 

A: Once i n  a while.  

Q: Every day. 

A: Lyman asked me,  s a i d ,  I mean, "You look a f t e r  my p lace .  I go t  t o  go 
away t o  some meeting." How he 'd  know t h a t  I had t i m e  t o  look a f t e r  h i s  
p lace?  Be had c h i l d r e n  and he couldn ' t  t r u s t  them, bu t  he could t r u s t  m e .  

: Well, t h a t ' s  what a  b r o t h e r ' s  f o r .  

A: H e  d i d n ' t  pay m e  f o r  i t ,  l i k e  he go t  paid f o r  going away t o  c a r r y  on a  
meeting somewhere. H e  d i d n ' t  pay m e  f o r  it. I know, I know. H e  t r i e d  t o  
be s l i c k ,  but he go t  s i x  f e e t  same a s  I w i l l .  And h e ' s  look up a t  t h e  
r o o t s  today. 

Q; Yeah. 

A: No, I don ' t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  him. Why? 'Cause he  d i d n ' t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  
m e ,  t o l d  me,  "Do you t h i n k  I should work?'' And I was s t epp ing  on t h a t  ho t  
a s p h a l t  every day making money and him mooching me.  No, he a i n ' t  r i g h t .  
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Anybody c a r r y  the  shoulders  of being a moocher a i n ' t  r i g h t .  They l a c k  
something. And they a i n ' t  gonna f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e .  No, they won't 
f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e .  I know t h a t .  

Q: And s o  I ' m  t ak ing  i t  then you a r e  saying that  a person who g ives  h i s  
f u l l  time i n t o  t h e  min i s t ry  of pas to r ing  i s  no t  working? 

A: No. 

Q: You don ' t  cons ider  t h a t  work? 

A: No, no. 

Q: What about a school  teacher?  You consider  t h a t  work? 

A: Well, he g e t ,  I mean, a diploma and g ive  you a diploma, what do you 
g ive  I mean f o r  people,  I mean, t h a t  you say ,  I mean, t h a t  you a r e  q u a l i f i e d  
t o  oversee.  

Q: What did you say? 

A: What do you give? I mean, l i k e  a s tuden t  o r  a member of your church is  
qua l i f i ed .  You don ' t  g ive  them a word of thanks. I know t h a t  'cause I 
worked t h e r e  a t  P leasant  Grove Church on programs and everything l i k e  t h a t ,  
and d i d n ' t  even g e t  a word of thanks,  s o  I know. 

Q: Yes, bu t  your thanks is  i n  heaven. 

A: I don' t  know. I should get  i t  he re  on e a r t h .  

Q: Yeah. 

A: I don ' t  know t h a t  I ' m  going t o  s e e  you the re .  

Q: No. 

A: And you don ' t  know t h a t  you 're  gonna s e e  me. 

Q: That ' s  c o r r e c t .  But then  t h e r e ' s  one person you're  su re  t h a t  you w i l l  
s e e  t he re .  

A: I ' l l  s e e  God. 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t .  And if you deserve i t ,  He's going t o  g ive  i t  t o  you and 
t h a t ' s  what's important t he re .  Okay. Now l e t ' s  g e t  back on t h i s ,  and t h i s  
here.  On your jab ,  o r  t he  p l aces  t h a t  you have been, have you come up 
a g a i n s t  much d i sc r imina t ion?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What . . , 
A: I 've had white  people t h a t ' d  r a t h e r  work f o r  m e  when I was a foreman 
g e t t i n g  t h a t  $7.00 an hour than they would f o r  t h e i r  own r ace ,  'cause they  



William B.  Hubbard 2 9 

be l i eve  t h a t  I ' d  p i t c h  i n  and show them what t o  do and no t  leave  them 
s tanding  t h e r e  not  knowing how t o  go a t  i t ,  t o  make i t  s o ' s  t h e  boss wouldn't 
f i r e  them. And when I went i n t o  t h i s  l abo r ,  I took an  oa th  t h a t  I wouldn't 
work a g a i n s t  a b ro the r ,  and t h a t ' s  what t h e  con t r ac to r  wants you t o  do. 
And I t o l d  them, ''I d i d n ' t  r a i s e  my hand t o  t h e  congregation t h e r e  a t  our  
union h a l l ,  I r a i s e d  my hand t o  t h e  Almighty t h a t  I wouldn't do nothing 
a g a i n s t  a  bro ther  t o  cause him not  o t  have a  l i v i n g ,  r ega rd l e s s  of what 
he'd done the re .  Tha t ' s  more than  what y o u ' l l  say." I s a i d ,  I mean, "Jus t  
Like a  man comes he re  wi th  a b ig  head on him, you ' re  l i b l e  t o  have t h e  b ig  
head and nobody know i t ,  'cause y o u ' l l  have blue Monday and I know your 
b lue  Monday is  'cause you don ' t  come on the  job when you got a hangover." 
He s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  how do you f i g u r e ?  Who t o l d  you t h a t ? "  I s a i d ,  "I can 
f i g u r e  you out  by looking a t  you. If you was, I mean, a  man of God, would 
you g ive  a person a day ' s  work i f  they hadn ' t  sweat from t h e i r  brow l i k e  
you thought they ought to?"  I ' d  say,  "No, you'd want blood from everybody 
t h a t  works f o r  you. I know it. I worked f o r  you t h i r t e e n  yea r s  f o r  nothing,  
j u s t  t o  learn. ' '  And you know, now they want me t o  come over and v i s i t  
them. 

Q: What company was t h i s ?  

A: Sankey Brothers .  

Q: Sankey Brothers .  

A: Yeah. I worked f o r  Sangamo, Sankey and I a l s o  warked f o r  Broughton. 

Q: For whom? 

A: Broughton. B i l l  Broughton. I don' t  be l i eve  . . . I know what s i z e ,  
and I th ink  you do, too,  what s i z e  c o l l a r  you'd wear. I don ' t  have t o  look 
down your c o l l a r  t o  t e l l  whether you doing anything.  I don' t  have t o  s tand  
. . . run up and down . . . I. can put you t o  do so  much work and then I can 
come back a t  your p l ace  where your work and t e l l  whether you've been working 
o r  l oa f ing .  

Q: And t h a t ' s  t he  kind of foreman you . . . 
A: I was. I q u a l i f i e d  before  they g ive  me it .  

Q: How long d i d  you work before  they made you foreman? 

A: Oh, good long while.  I had t o  be t h e  l a s t ,  but they found out  they'd 
given t h e  foremanship t o  t h e  wrong people. They wouldn't s t a y  on t h e  job, 
so i f  a man got  h u r t ,  he couldn ' t  even t e l l  how i t  w a s  from the  word "go. 11 

And you'd make them a p p l i c a t i o n s  ou t ,  I mean, whatever happened o r  what 
time i t  happened o r  how s e r i o u s  i t  was o r  whose f a u l t .  And they'd give me 
t h a t  c r e d i t .  Sa id ,  " B i l l ,  T never come t o  a  job but  what you a i n ' t  there ."  
I s a i d ,  "No, when you pay me $7.00 an hour,  you a i n ' t  paying me $7.00 a n  
hour t o  be i n  t he  ten-cents s tore . ' '  Said,  "I hard ly  ever  go i n  t h e  dimestore,  
I mean, when I a i n ' t  working f o r  you, 'cause they a i n ' t  got nothing;  bunch 
of women." I s a i d ,  "Anybody t h a t  would hang around the  dimestore don ' t  
mean much. I seen super in tendents  hanging i n  t h e  dimestore; you couldn ' t  
f i n d  them a t  t h e  o f f i c e  o r  c a l l  them o r  you couldn ' t  c a l l  up no job where 
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you might ca tch  them, 'cause t h e y ' l l  be down a t  t h e  dimestore." Man s a i d ,  
11 How did  you know so  much? How do you know?" I s a i d ,  "I know where you 
park your c a r  and every th ing ,  bu t  I: don ' t  know how t o  g e t  hold of you." 

And I s a i d ,  "Another th ing ,  I worked f o r  you when you w a s  ou t  he re  a t  t h e  
I l l i n i  Golf Club, I mean and you were s tanding  under a b ig  umbrella and 
your f a t h e r  was parading up and down Chatham Road t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  s e e  you 
and you had a boy holding an  umbrella over you so he couldn ' t  d e t e c t  who 
you were." T s a i d ,   i id you?'' He s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  you ' re  digging too c l o s e .  
Lord!" I s a i d ,  "Well, your o ld  man's r i d i n g  me, I g o t t a  r i d e  somebody." 
Be s a i d ,  "You know where them boys a r e  a t ,  don ' t  you?" I s a i d ,  "No, I 
don' t ,  M r .  Sankey." And i f  them boys were i n  t h e  grave,  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  he 
could h u r t  him. But I wouldn't squea l  on nobody. No, what f o r ?  I don ' t  
g e t  no c r e d i t  of i t .  They wouldn't be asking m e  t o  come over t h e r e  and 
v i s i t  with them i f  I ' d  squealed on them. They wouldn't say very  much n i c e  
words t o  me f o r  me adding two and t h r e e  hours  on my day ' s  pay f o r  tak ing  
t h a t  rap .  I know t h a t .  I t o l d  them, "You know t h i s  gonna c o s t  you." Be 
s a i d ,  "What do you mean, B i l l ? "  I s a i d ,  "About t h r e e  hours  today and i t  
a i n ' t  gonna be s t r a i g h t  t ime, i t ' s  gonna be overtime." He s a i d ,  "Don't 
t e l l  o r  nothing." 

So he go on back t h e r e  and keep watching f o r  t he  o ld  man t o  come by and 
they could t e l l  h i s  c a r  when i t  was a block and a ha l f  away. And i f  he'd 
s t o p  and say anything t o  me, no sooner than  he went on they'd come over 
t h e r e  and a s k  what'd t he  o ld  man so  and so  say? I wouldn't t e l l  them what 
he s a i d .  Why? 

Q: Now . . . 
A: They was making i t  poss ib l e  f o r  me t o  have money. I f  i t  was hush money 
o r  what no t .  

Q: What . . . you say t h a t  people t h a t  they had go t t en  t o  be foreman, they 
found out  t h a t  they weren't  foremen so you were passed over sometimes? 

A: Y e s ,  s eve ra l  t i m e s ,  s e v e r a l  times. Not only sometimes, s e v e r a l  t imes. 
Once they had a job t h a t  we'd done out  he re  on the  road going t o  Riverton 
and they come up, I mean, t h e  timekeeper l o s t  h i s  papers  f o r  what t he  
m a t e r i a l  was used on and how many t rucks  and how many men, t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and 
t h e  o t h e r ,  and how l a r g e  the  job was, and one evening 1 come he re  s e t t i n g  
i n  t h e  drive-way. Bob Sankey and h i s  f a t h e r  was i n  t h a t  s t a t i o n  wagon. H e  
s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  they t e l l  me t h a t  you've got  a record of t h a t ,  have you?" I 
s a i d ,  "Why, a i n ' t  you?" He s a i d ,  "Yeah, but  we l o s t  ours." I s a i d ,  "No 
f a u l t  of mine." 

Q: Did you have a record? 

A: Sure. 

Q: Did you g ive  i t  t o  them? 

A: I d i d n ' t  g ive  i t  t o  t h a t  Bob, I g ive  i t  t o  h i s  f a t h e r .  
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Q: O h ,  Bob was t h e  son? 

A: H i s  son. 'Cause he'd kept  me from g e t t i n g  a r a i s e  two o r  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  I 

t imes. I wouldn't g ive  him t h e  time t o  d i e .  

Q: What did he do? 

A: What? 

: Bob, t o  s t o p  you from g e t t i n g  t h e  r a i s e ?  

A: Why, he s a i d  if, I mean, what was T a b l e  t o  do more than any o t h e r  
l abo re r?  I s a i d ,  "Carry r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "  Whenever you ' re  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  you're worth more money. And I s a i d ,  "You he ld  me down and 
I went over your head." And o l d  man Sankey s a i d ,  "Yeah, he was up t h e r e  
p i t ch ing  i n  my o f f i ce . "  I s a i d ,  "Yeah, I ' d  been s t i l l  t h e r e  i f  I hadn ' t  
go t  a  r a i s e . "  You don ' t  cause they t e l l  you no, you don' t  s t o p  a t  t h e  
kids .  You know who's t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  t h e r e ,  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  th ing .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: And you t a l k  t o  t h e  foundat ion and y o u ' l l  g e t  some cons idera t ion .  And 
old man Sankey s a i d ,  "Another t h ing  T l i k e  about you, B i l l , "  he  s a i d  t h a t  
s i t t i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  drive--he s a i d ,  "My wife s a i d  t h a t  you waxed 
t h e  s ta i rway b e t t e r  than anybody she 'd  every had." T s a i d ,  "Well, you 
t r y i n g  t o  hand i t  t h a t  you ' re  gonna send me back over t h e r e  again? I ' l l  go 
home." No, I don ' t  . . . . I s a i d ,  "You don ' t  wax people 's  house, I mean, 
f o r  t he  same wages you work on cons t ruc t ion .  Don't you th ink  I know tha t? ' '  
He s a i d ,  "Would you r a t h e r  go home?" I s a i d ,  "Yeah." He d i d n ' t  send me 
over  t h e r e  when i t  was r a in ing ,  n e i t h e r ,  no more. 

Q: Now t h i s  i s  what they would do sometimes? 

A: Yeah, t o  keep you from going home, and l e t  you g e t  a f u l l  week. Send 
you over t o  h i s  house and l e t  h i s  wife  work you. Why would I want t o  work 
under her?  I d i d n ' t  h i r e  t o  he r .  No. I t o l d  him, "I d i d n ' t  h i r e  t o  your 
wife ,  I h i r ed  t o  you. And i f  I ' d  knowed i t  was gonna be run by a  woman, I 
wouldn't have wanted t h e  job." No. Why? A woman never g e t s  t i r e d  of 
pouring work on you. 

: Well, but  suppose she  was the  boss of t h e  cons t ruc t ion  company? 

A: She wasn't .  

Q: Uh-huh. But i f  she was? 

A: She had a l i t t l e  b i t  of money i n  i t ,  but  she got  an allowance. I 
learned t h a t ,  see .  And she'd have me working over t h e r e  and making him pay 
f o r  i t  and wouldn't pay f o r  i t  out  of h e r  allowance. 

Q: But they would pay t h e  same r a t e ?  

A: When she'd have t o  pay, I go t  more, when they paid through t h e  . . . 
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Q: The company. 

A :  . . . t he  company, I only  got  l a b o r e r ' s  wages. 

0: I see .  

A: I knowed t o  d i f f e r ,  and she t r i e d  t o  show me t h a t  i t  was no d i f f e rence .  
I t o l d  h e r ,  "Mrs. Sankey, you can t e l l  t h a t  t o  somebody e l s e .  I know 
d i f f e r e n t . "  I s a i d ,  "If I worked f o r  you, I mean, you 're  gonna pay me your 
own s e l f .  I don ' t  want i t  through t h e  company." 

Q: And, of course,  she  d i d n ' t  want t o  do t h a t ?  

A: She d i d n ' t  want t o  do t h a t ,  but she s a i d ,  "I'll t a l k  t o  t h e  o ld  man 
about tha t . "  She ta lked  t o  M r .  Sankey. H e  s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  my wife  s a i d  you 
d i d n ' t  want t o  work f o r  he r  no more." I s a i d ,  "No, no t  when you have t o  
pay me, 'cause you hold my wages down. Working f o r  t h e  same pay I ' d  g e t ,  
i f  I was working out  on the  job somewhere, but  when I h i r e  t o  h e r ,  i t ' s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  s tory ."  Be s a i d ,  "You're g e t t i n g  awful ly independent." I s a i d ,  
I I I w a s  born t h a t  way. Ornery. " Whenever you come up from t h e  way you was 
born, you can do anything.  

Q: So you were foreman then a c t u a l l y  under Sankey. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: And how long did you work a s  foreman? 

A: Thi r teen  years .  I was t h e r e  about f i v e  years  a s  j u s t  common l abo r ,  and 
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  time I was foreman. 

Q: What d id  they pay you as a common l abo re r?  

A: I go t  s i x  d o l l a r s  an  hour. 

Q: What d id  they pay you a s  a foreman? 

A: Seven d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  c e n t s  a t  l a s t ,  but seven d o l l a r s  t o  s t a r t  with.  
When I r a i s e d  a l o t  of d i s turbance  up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  main o f f i c e ,  t hen ' s  
when I got  f i f t y  c e n t s  on a n  hour,  'cause I a t t r a c t e d  h i s  timekeeper and 
she  come t o  t h e  door,  see who was t a l k i n g  t o  t he  o ld  man so s t r a i g h t .  

Q: Now, about how many people you had working under you? 

A: There were seven o r  e i g h t .  Lots of t imes they'd send another  man's 
crew over t o  me t o  keep from sending them home, and they knowed I ' d  g e t  
them t o  do something. It might not  amount t o  a whole l o t ,  but  i t ' d  be 
something, i t ' d  be something. Keep them from going home o r  keep them from 
having a s h o r t  week. Gene Lasley used t o  be a foreman over t h e r e .  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A :  Yeah, ~ e n e ' s  worked f o r  me, and I ' v e  worked f o r  Gene, when he had 
something t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know about ,  'cause I was working i n  cons t ruc t ion  
long time before  Gene. A long time. 
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Q: What c h i e f l y  d i d  Sankey o r  Broughton do, blacktopping and th ings  l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A: Yeah, and they d id  concre te  work and wrecking. Yeah, they d i d  c o n t r a c t  
working, wrecking. 

: A s  foreman, you weren ' t  c a l l e d  upon t o  make any e s t ima te s  o r  anything? 
That was M r .  Sankey's job, wasn't i t? 

A: H e  had a  super in tendent  and a11 he was supposed t o  do was go around and 
measure up jobs and go back and f i x  out  a  b id  on them. And present  i t  t o  
whoever . . . 
Q: To the  owner. 

A: And then you s e e ,  they'd come and a sk  you, "Do you th ink  you can come 
under t h a t ?  There 's  somebody bidding a g a i n s t  us  awful s t rong ,  we've got  t o  
c u t  our f igures ."  I s a i d ,  h i s  name was Johnny Mayfriend, I s a i d ,  " Johnny, 
t he  work can be done i n  less time than you es t imate .   hat's t h e  only way 
you can g e t  t h a t  job,  i t  can be done i n  l e a s  time than you est imate."  H e  
s a i d ,  "Well, you know, I don ' t  know." I s a i d ,  "You're paid t o  know." I: 
s a i d ,  "Well, how'd you g e t  t h a t  super in tendent ' s  job, a s  a f igurehead? 
That ' s  a l l  you are ."  Be d i d n ' t  l i k e  f o r  me t o  t a l k  t o  him t h a t  way, 'cause 
he knowed I knowed more than  he d id .  

Q: Do you th ink  i f  you weren't  a  black person, t h a t  you would have been 
improved up t o  t h e  super in tendent?  

A :  What I pu t  i n  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s i n c e  I ' v e  been r e t i r e d :  Inspec tor  on 
the  s t r e e t s ;  don ' t  do nothing,  j u s t  s e e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  people do i t .  But 
they haven ' t  never had a  black in spec to r ,  and i t  don ' t  s e t  so w e l l  wi th  
them. 'Cause in spec to r s  is  supposed t o  be r i g h t  and when i t  comes up any 
o the r  way, h e ' s  l i a b l e  t o  l o s e  h i s  job. Not I mean wi th  Sankey, but  l o s e  
h i s  job i f  he ' s  working f o r  t he  county o r  s t a t e  o r  what no t .  Man asked me, 
s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  you know more than  a whole l o t  of t h e s e  people down t h e r e ' s  
fo rgo t t en ,  don ' t  you?" I s a i d ,  "Don't wake them up, don ' t  wake them up. I 
a i n ' t  su f f e r ing .  Why wake them up? Let  them s l e e p  on." H e  s a i d ,  "Why? 
You might as wel l  have some of t h a t  money." I s a i d ,  "Yeah, and g ive  up my 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y .  And then  they g e t  me of f  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and then f i n d  
some f a u l t  with my work. You a i n ' t  gonna t r i c k  me, I ' m  too o ld  a  dog t o  
be t r i cked .  No, I ' m  too  o ld  a  dog t o  be t r icked ."  

My b ro the r ,  Frankie,  poor boy's dead, been dead about twenty-three o r  
twenty-four years .  He worked f o r  a  s t r a i g h t  s a l a r y ,  s o  much. I never  
would work f o r  no con t r ac to r  a t  a s t r a i g h t  s a l a r y ,  r a i n  o r  sh ine ,  g e t t i n g  
paid.  But they'd always have something f o r  you t o  do t h a t  d i d n ' t  make you 
nothing. I t o l d  them i f  I d i d n ' t  work but  a ha l f  an hour a day, I w a s  
gonna g e t  union wages. Don't be no t o o l ,  u se  your own too l s .  And he s a i d ,  
11 B i l l ,  how come you hau l  t hese  t o o l s  i n  your t ruck?" I s a i d ,  "Are they 
yours? Did you g e t  a  b i l l  f o r  them? I went t o   lack's Hardware and got  
them." 

One evening I was over t h e r e  on the  bypass going t o  the dam o u t  t h e r e ,  and 
he said, "What a r e  you t r y i n g  t o  do, b r u i s e  i n  some overtime?" I s a i d ,  "I 
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picked up e i g h t  round-point shovels  r i g h t  a f t e r  dinner." And I s a i d ,  "Your 
so-called superintendent  worked t h e  men up t o  4:30 and they throwed t h e  
t o o l s  down where they was working; d i d n ' t  even c lean  them o r  nothing.  I 
put them on t h e  t ruck ,  but  i f  you don ' t  want t o  pay me f o r  ga ther ing  up 
these ,  1'11 throw them o f f . "  I s a i d ,  "Don't make no . . I a i n ' t  got  a  
n i c k e l  i n  them; I can throw them o f f . "  Old man Sankey s a i d ,  "Is t h a t  t h e  
way you f e e l  about i t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Yeah, you don ' t  seem t o  be s a t i s f i e d  and 
n e i t h e r  am I." I f  he don ' t  want me p ro t ec t ing  some of h i s  money and you 
g ive  him t h e  b i l l  what them s i x  round-point shovel--no, they was e i g h t  
round-point shovels .  He  s a i d ,  "They done r a i s e d  on it?" I s a i d ,  "You can 
read." H e  s a i d ,   ill, you take t h a t  t ruck  t o  your house ton igh t ,  w i l l  
you?" I s a i d ,  "What f o r ?  I a i n ' t  go t  no insurance f o r  t h a t  t ruck  t o  s i t  i n  
my driveway, and i f  i t  burned my house down, a l l  t h i s  f u e l  and s t u f f  on 
the re , "  I s a i d ,  "what p a r t  a r e  you gonna cover? I know you a i n ' t  gonna 
g ive  nothing and I a i n ' t  gonna s e t  i t  i n  my driveway." 

Q: What d id  he say? 

A: I s a i d ,  " I ' m  gonna unlock t h a t  g a t e  and p u l l  t h a t  t ruck  i n  t h e  yard 
over t h e r e  and lock  t h e  g a t e  back up and g e t  i n  my v e h i c l e  and go on home." 
He s a i d ,  "l3il1, I'll never say nothing more t o  you about p ick ing  up tools ."  
I s a i d ,  "It don ' t  make no d i f f e r e n c e  whether you do o r  don ' t ,  'cause t h e y ' r e  
no t  mine. I a i n ' t  got  a  n i c k e l  i n  them." But he r e a l l y  d id  e a t  t h a t  
super in tendent  ou t ,  'cause you're supposed t o  al low the  men f i v e  minutes t o  
put  t h e i r  t o o l s ,  c l ean  them and put  them away and he d i d n ' t .  

Q: H e  d i d n ' t  do it. 

A: He s a i d ,  "The reason he got  canned, I d i d n ' t  want you t o  hold i t  a g a i n s t  
yourse l f  .I '  

Q: The super in tendent?  

A: Yeah. You j u s t  don ' t  do these  th ings  without  a cause. Sa id  I was too 
much of a union man. I s a i d ,  "No. Your o ld  man signed a book. I got  a 
book of what h e ' s  supposed t o  do and I say  when he don't  come up t o  t h a t ,  
I ' m  gonna t e l l  you." 'Cause one of h i s  sons when they s e t t l e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  
I mean, what t o  i nc rease  i n  wages is  and a l l  t h a t ,  he put  h i s  book i n  . . . 
h i s  name i n  t h i s  union book and n a t u r a l l y ,  me being foreman . . . It don ' t  
make no d i f f e r e n c e  t o  m e  whether he cons iders  me anything o r  no t ,  I can g e t  
a  l i v i n g  when they can. I g e t  over two hundred d o l l a r s  a month s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  and so much from t h a t  l o c a l  now. And I a i n ' t  paralyzed; I can 
work i f  I want t o .  You have t o  s epa ra t e  a l l  t h a t .  

Q: Soc ia l  Secu r i ty .  

A: Yeah. I f  you happen t o  run over ,  you g o t t a  pay i n t e r e s t  o r  g e t  c u t  
o f f .  

Q: Yeah. What was the  name of t h e  f a t h e r  Sankey? 

A: John Sankey . 
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Q: John. Okay. Af t e r  you l e f t  t h e r e ,  d i d  you go work f o r  Broughton? 

A: No. 

Q: O r  you worked f o r  Broughton f i r s t ?  

A: Yeah. 'cause I went Erom Sangamo t o  Sankey and then Erom . . . 
Q: Sankey . 
A: From Sankey t o  Broughton, B i l l  Broughton. 

End of Tape One 

A :  But they l e a r n t  more out  t h e r e  a t  Hazel D e l l  i n  t h a t  one room than they 
do i n  I l e s  School, because they went from t h e  Primer up, l ea rn ing  your 
A , B , C t s .  There's k ids  going over he re  now and graduate  can' t  say t h e i r  
A , B , C ' S .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: I know. I asked my granddaughter Nina, "Cookie, can you say  your t imes 
t ab l e?"  [She s a i d , ]  "I wasn't  l e a r n t ;  I: wasn't taught." 

Q: What grade were they i n ?  

A: They graduated from Iles School. 

Q: From Iles School. That ' s  t h e  s i x t h  grade. 

A: And then she went t o  Fe i t s an  . . . . 
Q: F i f t h  grade. My goodness. 

A: I s a i d ,  "Cookie, I thought you was i n t e l l i g e n t . "  And she looked a t  m e  
j u s t  as sad. I s a i d ,  "I give  you c r e d i t  as knowing more than what you 
r e a l l y  do." J u s t  throw i t  down the re .  I ' l l  put  i t  i n  t he  wastebasket.  

9: Y e s ,  I ' l l  put i t  i n  my bag. [They must be r e f e r r i n g  t o  paper s i n c e  i t  
sounds as though some paper has  been crumpled.] Now, and so  then  i f  you 
r e a l l y  weren't  a colored person, you r e a l l y  could have no doubt been a 
super in tendent  before  you r e t i r e d ?  

A: Sure. That ' s  t he  reason I app l i ed  f o r  t h i s  he re  job of being in spec to r .  

Q: With t h e  Ci ty?  

A: No, wi th  the  County. 

Q: With the  County. 
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A: For t h e  highways. 

Q: What happened t o  i t ?  They d i d n ' t  respond? 

A: Our p r e c i n c t  committeeman s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Governor a i n ' t  put on no Democrats 
y e t .  I t o l d  them, "Well, maybe he w i l l  f u r t h e r  down t h e  l i ne . "  He s a i d  
h e ' s  put on more women than he has men, but he s a i d  your name's s t i l l  up 
the re .  He a i n ' t  never discarded i t .  

Q: How long has your a p p l i c a t i o n  been i n ?  

A: About a  year  and a  h a l f .  

Q: Under t h i s  p re sen t  Govenor? 

A: Yeah. Yeah, I should say so. 

Q: What about i n  some of these  o the r  jobs,  d i d  you meet d i sc r imina t ion  on 
them, too? 

A: Well, t he  most d i sc r imina t ion  t h a t  I come i n  con tac t  with is  'cause t h e  
superintendent  w i l l  g ive  you equal  as t h e  man t h a t  you 're  working with.  
They want you t o  be under them. I mean, t h e  super in tendent  even now wants 
you t o  have t o  a s k  him t o  demonstrate how t o  do t h i s  and how t o  do t h a t .  
And when you p ick  up a shovel  o r  a  rake o r  anything l i k e  t h a t  and go ahead 
without him tak ing  the  rake  and th ing  and s e t t i n g  the  example, they don' t  
l i k e  it. 'Cause my b ro the r  Frankie,  h e ' s  dead and i n  h i s  grave and has 
been f o r  twenty-three o r  twenty-four years ,  he s a i d  t h a t  he was only gonna 
teach I and t h i s  o t h e r  white  fe l low t o  l e a r n  t o  rake,  f o r  us  t o  not  t o  
teach nobody. 'Cause he s a i d ,  "You'll g e t  t he  rough end of t h e  s t i c k .  
Undermine you f o r  your job.'' And they w i l l .  

Q: And you encountered much of t h a t ?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  I went r i g h t  of f  of r e l i e f ,  WPA [Work P r o j e c t s  Administrat ion] ,  
and I went t o  work a t  t h a t .  And you know how long ago t h a t ' s  been? 

Q: Yeah. 

A: It 's been over t h i r t y  yea r s ,  you know t h a t ,  don ' t  you? 

Q: Yeah, i t 's  c l o s e r  t o  f o r t y .  

A: I should say s o ,  I should say so .  I ' m  j u s t  g iv ing  you a rough e s t ima te ,  
and I know i t 's  a long time, 'cause I ' v e  walked t o  work, I mean from r i g h t  
ou t  he re  a t  t h i s  house, plumb out  t h e r e  t o  Sangamo Construct ion Company out  
on North MacArthur. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Didn ' t  have no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and no money. Soon a s  I go t  on my f e e t ,  
I got  m e  some t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  bu t  I walked 'cause t h e  bus wouldn't put me 
t h e r e  so  t h a t  I could ca tch  my b ro the r  t o  go out  t o  Riverton. O r  even when 
we're working down i n  Jacksonvi l le .  I wouldn't have asked him t o  come by 
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here .  He'd br ing  me by i n  t h e  evening, bu t  I d i d n ' t  a s k  him t o  come i n  t h e  
morning. I ' d  go out  t h e r e  myself ,  ca tch  him out  t h e r e .  

Q: Out where? 

A :  Out t h e r e  a t  t h e  Sangamo yard.  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: On North MacArthur, sure .  

Q: And he was coming from Riverton? 

A: He's was coming from out  he re  south of t h e  Wilson T i r e  Factory.  

Q: Well, t h a t  wasn't too  Ear out  of h i s  way f o r  him t o  swing around he re  
and g e t  you. 

A: L know, but  he had t o  g e t  t he re ,  I mean, get m a t e r i a l  and everything t o  
take  t o  t hese  jobs. He had a t ruck  of sankeyls ,  and I knowed i t ,  t h a t  
people was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  job, and i f  he'd t ake  i t  upon h i s s e l f  t o  make 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  me, they 'd be somebody e l s e  squea l  on him. I wouldn't 
have anybody squea l  on him, even you. I knowed t h e  f a c t ,  I wouldn't  have 
nobody squea l  on him. Tha t ' s  t h e  reason I a i n ' t  working under Leon, Leon 
wants you t o  squea l .  

Q: Yeah, you worked f o r  him f o r  some time. 

A: A long time. And he aked me, he s a i d ,  "You're unionism." I s a i d ,  "I 
knowed t h i s  before  I eve r  knowed t h e r e  was such a th ing  a s  a union. You'd 
have been b e t t e r  o f f  i f  ~ o u ' d  had t h e  heading of a union. You'd been 
b e t t e r  o f f  a l s o  i f  you'd had a f a t h e r  when you were twenty-one yea r s  o ld  t o  
t e l l  you t h e  necessary th ings  t o  g e t  a long i n  l i f e .  Your mother d id  a l l  
she  could f o r  you, and I r e a l i z e d  t h a t ,  bu t  you d i d n ' t  be graduate  f o r  a 
fa ther . ' '  I s a i d ,  "When your f a t h e r  s e t  you down when you become twenty-one 
yea r s  o ld  and tells you t h e  th ings  t h a t  you have t o  expect  i n  l i f e  t h a t  
does more good f o r  you than  another  year  of school." And I s a i d ,  "You 
a i n '  t had tha t . "  H e  s a i d ,  "No comment." I s a i d ,  "The t r u t h ,  t h a t ' s  what 
i t  is. It k i l l s  you. I don' t  mind see ing  you die. ' '  I t o l d  him t h a t  and 
he s a i d ,  "You wanting t o  go home?" I s a i d ,  "I go t  a home t o  go to ."  

Q: And you l e f t ?  

A: Sure, su re ,  why not?  

: Because you t o l d  t h e  t r u t h ;  t h a t ' s  t h e  t r u t h .  

A: I s a i d ,  "If you 're  s e t t i n g  around a table and having a d i scuss ion ,  and 
then when you become twenty-one yea r s  o ld  your f a t h e r  s e t s  you down and 
t e l l s  you the  ways of l i f e  and what t o  expect i n  l i f e ,  i t ' s  a g ive  and 
take .  But a l l  t he  p a r t s  t h a t  you l e a r n t  was t o  take." He s a i d ,  "Don't 
t a l k  t o  me before  my customers." I s a i d ,  "Well, you brought t h e  s u b j e c t  
up. Whenever i t  g e t s  so t h a t  I c a n ' t  t a l k  t o  you, i t ' s  t i m e  f o r  me t o  
leave,  'cause who a r e  you?" I s a i d ,  "If i t  wasn't  f o r  you belongin t o  a n  
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order  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  of F r o n t i e r s ,  you wouldn't have no f r i e n d s .  I 
s e e  t h a t .  And they d i d n ' t  t e l l  me t h e y ' r e  no t  your f r iends ."  

9 :  Yes. 

A: I s a i d ,  I mean he s a i d ,  " B i l l ,  you've brought me some customers s i n c e  
you s t a r t e d  working here." I s a i d ,  "Well, I know how t o  t r e a t  t h e  people. 
That ' s  one th ing  t h a t  you ' re  s h o r t  of." But I s a i d ,  " ~ u s t  l i k e  you t e l l  me 
t o  t ake  my n i e c e ' s  c a r  i n s i d e  and put  on whatever you th ink  i s  needed. I 
t o l d  you if you do i t ' l l  be over my dead body." And I meant t h a t .  I s a i d ,  
11 You a i n ' t  gonna g e t  he r  c a r  on t h e  i n s i d e ,  'cause you'd t h i n k  t o  t ake  o f f  
t h ings  t h a t  a r e  working t o  put some of your t h ings  on t o  ge t  a  s a l e . "  I 
s a i d ,  "That's t h e  reason you don ' t  s e l l  me nothing but  gasol ine."  

Q: Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I see .  

A:  "I know you." He s a i d ,  "Don't t a l k  t o  m e  t h a t  way." I s a i d ,  ' w e l l ,  
who a r e  you?" I d i d n ' t  say  i t  i n  cha t  s o r t  of manner, but  I s a i d  i t  i n  an  
e a r l i e r  manner because he made me mad r i g h t  a t  t h e  spur  of t h e  moment. 
Leon knows . . . he accused t h e  he lp  up t h e r e  of s t e a l i n g  t h e  candy. T 
s a i d ,  "Why, I don' t e a t  t h a t  s t u f f  . I f  you want a  good p i ece  of candy, you 
come down t o  my house and I ' l l  look i n  t h e  i c e  box and o f f e r  you some candy 
t h a t ' s  candy." I s a i d ,  "That 's  nothing but  t r a s h  t h a t  you 're  s e l l i n g .  You 
couldn ' t  s e l l  i t  t o  nobody e l s e  but them school  kids ."  I t o l d  him, "No, 
you've got  t h e  wrong opinion of m e .  Unionism d i d n ' t  l e a r n  me t h i s . "  I 
s a i d ,  "Now f o l k s ,  i n s t ead  of t a l k i n g  th ings  about  Dick, Tom, o r  Harry, o r  
s e e  what t h e y ' r e  paid o r  whatnot, my f o l k s ' l l  t e l l  you something t o  he lp  
bui ld."  I s a i d ,  "You haven ' t  had tha t . "  That f e l l ow t h a t  works down 
t h e r e ,  W i l l i e  H i l l ,  s a i d ,  "He don ' t  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t a l k , "  and I s a i d ,  "I: 
know it. I know i t ,  'cause h e ' s  so  crooked he couldn ' t  g e t  i n  a . . ." I 
t o l d  him r i g h t  t o  h i s  t e e t h .  I s a i d ,  "Leon, you 're  so  crooked, you . . . 
you got  a good wife  and a s  far  a s  I know about your s is ter- in- law,  s h e ' s  
a l l  r i g h t .  But you a i n ' t  nothing." 'Cause he asked me t o  hau l  h i s  wi fe  
down t o  Doctor Young, t h e  f o o t  doc to r ,  and o ld  D r .  Lee, t h e r e ,  and I s a i d ,  
" M r s .  S tewart ,  I a i n ' t  go t  no money extended on my insurance t o  hau l  passengers." 
She s a i d ,  "Don't you worry, M r .  Hubbard, i f  you have an  acc ident  haul ing  me 
and my s i s t e r  over t o  t h i s  p l ace  over here ,  w e ' l l  pay f o r  t he  damages." I 
s a i d ,  "Well, M r s .  S tewart ,  you're a  sure-enough woman, but  I ' m  s o r r y  I 
can ' t  say t h a t  about your husband." 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure. I don ' t  . . . from b i t i n g  my tongue 'cause I know t h a t ' s  a l l  he 
can do. That ' s  all he can do. And one day I wanted t o  go up t o  Sykes t o  
g e t  a  h a i r c u t ,  and i t  was r a i n i n g ,  and I wasn't  going t o  come home t o  
dinner .  I was gonna j u s t  go up t h e r e  and g e t  . . . I s a i d ,  "Leon, can I 
use t h e  t ruck  t o  d r i v e  up t h e r e  Monroe S t r e e t  where Sykes i s  barbering?" 
He s a i d ,  "Call  your wife." And h e r e  I ' d  been haul ing  h i s  wi fe  and s i s t e r -  
inlaw. I t o l d  him t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  That ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  I d i d n ' t  know 
whether my wife would be i n  shape t o  g e t  i n  t h a t  c a r  and come up t h e r e  t o  
take me 'cause she had t h a t  nervous a t t a c k  and I wasn't  gonna d i s t u r b  her .  
And i f  she 'd  g e t  ou t  and have an  acc ident  he wouldn't g ive  me nothing t o  
r ep l ace  my car, t h e  cheap . . . And so I go t  out  and walked. I t o l d  him, 
'1 I I m n e i t h e r  sugar nor sal t ;  I won't melt." And he seen  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  
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t h a t .  H i s  wi fe  must have t o l d  him a n i g h t  o r  two a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
have any insurance t o  go out  t o  . . . t o  hau l  passengers ,  I s a i d  whenever 
you 're  haul ing passengers ,  you've got  t o  have insurance t o  cover them. 

Q:  hat's r i g h t .  

A: I s a i d ,  "You th ink  I don' t  know i t ?  I went out  t h e r e  t o  Lamphier and 
picked up your s i s te r - in- law and never thought nothing of it," 'cause she 
s a i d ,  "You're more prompt than Leon when he ' s  supposed t o  . . ." I s a i d ,  
11 Leon's and t i m e s  a r e  r o l l i n g  on. He don ' t  watch nothing but  Leon." She 
s a i d ,  "Thank you M r .  Hubbard, could I pay you?" I s a i d ,  "No, I ' m  b ru i s ing  
i n  t i m e  wi th  Leon, and h e ' s  paying and don ' t  know." 

He thought he was too  good t o  shovel  snow and i t  was r a i n i n g  and f r eez ing  
on you up t h e r e  and had them two boys ou t  t h e r e  and he s a i d ,  "You'll he lp  
me a l i t t l e  b i t  longer ,  won't you?" I s a i d ,  "You do. You do. They t ake  
mules and horses  out  of weather,  and I a i n ' t  n e i t h e r  one. My papa wouldn't 
l e t  a horse s t a y  out  i n  t h e  r a i n  f o r  no th ing ,  'cause they have aches and 
pa ins  j u s t  l i k e  you and I and g e t  s t i f f  and they c a n ' t  walk." 

Q: Yeah. 

A: And Leon s a i d ,  " ~ e  s u r e  got  a l o t  of union i n  him." I s a i d ,  "No, I 
j u s t  go t  too much f a c t s  f o r  you." I s a i d ,  " A l l  t h i s  a i n ' t  unionism. I ' v e  
t a lked  before  crowds and I wasn't  never s e t  down." 1 s a i d ,  "I knowed when 
you were pu t t i ng  a man's tires on, changing h i s  t i r e s  on the  t ruck  he re ,  
t he  man s a i d  t h a t  you g ive  him one p r i c e  over t h e  te lephone and when you 
got  t h e  t i r e s  changed, you r a i s e d  t h e  p r i c e ,  and he s a i d  you c u t  yourself  
o f f  from a l o t  of business." H e  s a i d ,  "I guess I d i d  h u r t  myself." I 
s a i d ,  "Don't guess,  I thought you knowed. The man s a i d  he wouldn't be 
back." He'd j u s t  a s  soon a white  elephant  walked through t h e r e  knocking us  
over f o r  t h a t  man t o  t e l l  him t h a t ,  before  us. That ' s  t he  reason Leon, 
h e ' s  go t  people he'd l e t  have gas when t h a t  t h e r e  t i g h t  time was wi th  gas ,  
and the  men t h a t  were working t h e r e  a l l  they could g e t  i s  four  o r  f i v e  
ga l lons ,  and I t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  want any j u s t  a s  same a s  them people t h a t  
he had . . . To go t o  show you, I s a i d ,  "You're only gonna l e t  me have four  
ga l lons ,  1'11 go f i l l  my tank up wi th  some and have t h e  people make out  a 
s l i p , "  s o  I can show i t  t o  him how much I go t .  

Q: I th ink  he l o s t  a good worker when he l o s t  you. 

A: A lady t o l d  me, D r .  Lee's wife ,  s a i d ,  "My c a r  a i n ' t  been serv iced  s i n c e  
you d id  it." I s a i d ,  "Why, Mrs. Lee?" [She] s a i d ,  "They got  a young man 
out  t h e r e  t h a t  n e g l e c t s  so  much." And one day D r .  Lee came up t h e r e  and he 
couldn ' t  --we g e t  them cold days--and he couldn ' t  g e t  it t o  opera te ,  and he 
was l a t e .  H e  s a i d ,  "What I owe?" I s a i d ,  " I ' m  j u s t  working." M r s .  Lee 
t o l d  me, said, "Doctor s a i d  t h a t  you know more about how t o  opera te  than 
Leon does, 'cause he s a i d  you'd brought him through p laces  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
know how t o  s t a r t . "  O f  course,  D r .  Lee was mad. Boy, d id  he--I can t e l l  
h e ' s  p r e t t y  mad but  he wasn't mad a t  nothing t h a t  happened the re .  H e ' s  mad 
because he couldn ' t  g e t  h i s  windshield wipers  t o  work i n  a brand new c a r .  
Who wouldn't [be] ? 
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Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: When I go t  i t  working, he r e a l l y  r e j o i c e d .  

Q: Did you . . . I n o t i c e  your church up t h e r e  t h a t  was b u i l t ,  you d i d  
some work on i t ?  

A: Yeah, I d i d  q u i t e  a b i t .  I d i d n ' t  do i t  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  charge them 
nothing.  Didn't  charge them nothing. They asked me, "How could you t e l l  
where t h a t  corners tone  should be? I know you a i n ' t  got  no b luepr in t . "  I 
s a i d ,  "No, I passed by it." Anytime t h a t  you count t h e  courses  of b r i c k  
from the  l e v e l  up, you can t e l l  where t h e  corners tone  i s  supposed t o  be, 
and s u r e  enough t h a t  b r i c k  mason come around and marked r i g h t  over my 
penc i l  mark t h a t  I pu t  t he re .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: [They] s a i d ,  "This man s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  corners tone  went here." I worked 
on t h e  New Orpheum Theater  when i t  was b u i l t  he re  and t h a t  c i t y  j a i l  t h a t ' s  
about ready t o  be t o r e  down over t h e r e ,  worked a l l  through t h a t ,  and then 
worked down he re  a t  Seventh and Cook a t  t h e  Townhouse. Shoot, I worked too 
many bui ld ings  here ,  I a i n ' t  . . . t r u s t e d  t o  do, no. Won't never f o r g e t  
i t ,  'cause i t ' s  each and everyday t h e  same th ing .  When you go t o  school  
every day l i k e  you say you d i d ,  t o  l e t  them know t h a t  you 're  worth something 
min i s t e r ing ,  maybe you could s e e  i t ,  but  1 can ' t .  

Q: Yeah, i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  kind . . . s e e ,  bu t  . . . 
A: Qualifying. 

Q: And t h i s  is what r e a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  you f o r  what you a r e  doing t h a t  you . . 
A: Thought i t  out  and had something d i f f e r e n t .  

Q: . . . put yourself  i n t o  and d id  i t .  

A: Yeah. 'cause a man was p u t t i n g  i n  a wa l l  down t h e r e ,  he was a plumber, 
and he s a i d ,  "Hubbard, how w i l l  we  do t o  make t h i s  he re  so t h a t  we know 
t h i s  w i l l  s tand  up?'' H e  was going t o  put  a foo t ing  underneath t h e  pipe. I 
s a i d ,  " ~ o n ' t  you know?" I s a i d ,  "You must be  [an]  apprent ice."  Be s a i d ,  
"Why?" I s a i d ,  "Any simpleton would know what t o  do i n  a case  of t h a t  
s o r t .  Dig out  underneath l i k e  t h a t  and widen t h e  foo t ing  a t  t h e  bottom and 
then  b r ing  i t  back t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  th ickness  and s e t  i t  a l l  l i k e  t h a t  and i t  
c a n ' t  creak." He s a i d ,  " I ' m  going t o  s e e  t h e  o ld  man i f  he won't put you 
on t o  stay." I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  want i t ,  'cause a l l  I'll g e t  t o  do is  d i g  i t  
where o t h e r  people f a i l e d  t o  dig." That ' s  f i n e .  There was a man working 
f o r  u s  up the re ,  I mean, on F i f t h  S t r e e t  where Warner Reel i s  s e l l i n g  Reel 
t rucks ,  and a man was a plumber t h e r e ,  and every day a t  11:30 he s a i d  he 
had t o  go g e t  him a F a l s t a f f  sandwich. Yeah. Went of f  a t  11:30 t o  g e t  a 
F a l s t a f f  and come back a t  12:30 j u s t  t he  same a s  he 'd  j u s t  been t o  d inner .  
I s a i d ,  "You a i n ' t  had t h a t .  You don' t  know t h a t  t h a t  e x i s t s ,  do you?" My 
b ro the r ,  Frankie,  poor boy, he s a i d ,  "Well, I know what time it  is." I 
s a i d ,  "Why?" He s a i d ,  "'Cause t h a t  plumber's took o f f .  G e t  him a . . . I I  

Q: F a l s t a f f  sandwich. 
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A: Of course,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  do t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  have no money. I would 
have l i k e d  t h e  F a l s t a f f ,  d i d n ' t  have t h e  money. Money keeps you from doing 
a l o t  of th ings .  Most of them. 

Q: Did any of your . . . you say you had t h r e e  ch i ld ren?  

A: Yeah. 

Q: Were they g i r l s  and boys o r  what? 

A: A l l  boys. 

Q: A l l  boys. Did any of them go i n t o  cons t ruc t ion  business? 

A: My baby boy worked on cons t ruc t ion  some. He worked f o r  Sangamo Construct ion 
a good while.  He could have worked on the re .  H e  j u s t  got  i n  with t h e  
wrong bunch and they l e d  him t o  dr ink .  He'd r a t h e r  d r i n k  than  t o  work. 1 
got  a son t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  t o  be a min i s t e r .  But I don ' t  advocate t h a t .  

: Where is  he now? 

A: Cleveland, Ohio. 

Q: What i s  h i s  name? 

A: William, Jr. 

Q: William, Jr. What's your o the r  son 

A: Vic tor  Dean Hubbard. 

Q: And t h e  o t h e r  one? 

's name? 

A: I t o l d  you, Robert P o r t e r  was my s tepson.  

Q: Oh, yes,  yes.  Now where . . . what 's  Vic tor  doing now? 

A: He was i n  a government h o s p i t a l  up he re  a t  Danvil le .  H e  a i n ' t  t h e r e  no 
more 'cause he was down he re  about t h r e e  months ago. He t o l d  me t h a t  he 
was leaving  up the re .  I don ' t  know whether he went t o  D e t r o i t  o r  where he 
went. He never d id  wr i t e .  I never d id  l e a r n  where he went. A l l  I know 
when I asked . . . we  heard,  I mean, he was i n  Danvi l le ,  whether h e ' s  t h e r e  
y e t  o r  not I don ' t  know. If he don' t  t h i n k  enough of home t o  w r i t e  and le t  
us  know h i s  whereabouts, a i n ' t  no use of me worrying. 

Q: Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .   hat's r i g h t .  

A: Well, I d id  what I could f o r  him. Gonna l e t  somebody e l s e  be with him 
t o  do what they want t o  do, and he d i d n ' t  have r e s i s t a n c e .  I c a n ' t  he lp  
i t .  

Q: Have you done much t r ave l ing?  

A :  I l i v e d  i n  Michigan, Jackson, Michigan, t h r e e  yea r s  and a h a l f .  I ' v e  
been t o  Denver, Colorado. 



William B. Hubbard 42 

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  Let  m e  a sk  you t h i s  now. How and where d id  you meet your 
wife? 

A: [At] 2016 Eas t  Stewart .  

Q: Oh. 

A: Out he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I wish I hadn ' t  m e t  her .  

Q: Bow come? 

A: 'cause I s a i d  it. 

Q: But what 's  t h e  reason behind i t ?  I ' m  asking.  

A: Do you want t o  record t h a t ,  too?  

Q: Well, i f  you don ' t  want t o  . . . 
A :  I don ' t  a s k  you where'd you met your wife  'cause i t ' s  none of my business .  

Q: Well, t h i s  is  j u s t  a  p a r t  of . . . I mean, i f  you don ' t  want t h a t  on 
your t h ing .  I mean t h a t  . . . 
A: 1t's washed up. 

Q: How long you been married? 

A: Forty-eight years .  

Q: Forty-eight years .  Would you have any word of advice  f o r  t h e  young 
man? 

A: No, I . . . a l l  I want i s  j u s t  g e t  f r e e .  They can pick out  what they 
want t o ,  how they want t o  l i v e .  But t h e  young people a i n ' t  gonna l i s t e n  t o  
you no how 'cause mine a i n ' t  l i s t e n e d  t o  me. And I know t h a t .  Ain ' t  no 
ou t ing  f o r  them, and I a i n ' t  gonna t r y  t o  bu i ld  up one. 

Q: How would you compare the  . . . I mean I know t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of d i f f e r e n c e  
between teenage and young people today than when you were coming up. What 
would you th ink  i s  the  bas i c  d i f f e r ence ,  why they a r e  l i k e  they a r e  today? 

1 A: Cause they got  too much range. Their  pa ren t s  don ' t  know where t h e y ' r e  
a t  a t  no time. And they come t o  Sunday School and they won't l i s t e n  t o  t he  
teacher  and they won't be s t i l l  so t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  would be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  what you ' re  t r y i n g  t o  teach them, they won't l e t  them l i s t e n .  'Cause 
I ' m  a  Sunday School teacher  up here  a t  P leasant  Grove, and I have been f o r  
some l i t t l e  b i t ,  and I asked t h i s  Harry Hale, who's t he  super in tendent ,  
when he got  me t o  t ake  t h a t  class down t h e r e  i n  t h e  basement, and I asked 
him, "When d id  you qua l i fy?"  Harry Hale, he t o l d  me, "Yesterday." And I 
asked some of t h e  school  t eache r s ,  Sunday school  t eache r s ,  t h a t  were down 
t h e r e  when I went down the re ,  when would I know whether I q u a l i f i e d ?  I 
s a i d ,  "Who do you ask?" My bro ther  was min i s t e r  t he re .  I asked him and he 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  me. So I don ' t  know when you qua l i fy .  I don ' t  know when you 
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qua l i fy .  I know t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a b i t  t o  do. ~ o n ' t  look like i t ' s  gonna be 
a l l  done, 'cause you c a n ' t  hard ly  g e t  people t o  teach  Sunday School. 

Q: Right.  

A: I f  a teacher  . . . i f  pa ren t s  don ' t  t each  t h e i r  k ids ,  they won't be l i eve  
nothing t h a t  you t e l l  them t h a t  happened i n  Sunday School. That ' s  t h e  only 
way you can g e t  down t o  a  founder of anything is  consul t  t h e i r  people,  
'cause t h e  k id  a i n ' t  t h e  f a u l t  of him being t h e  cond i t i on  he is .  He j u s t  
a i n ' t  been r a i s e d  t o  know. They got  too  many b a b y s i t t e r s ,  'cause my mother 
r a i s e d  e i g h t  and d i d n ' t  have, I mean, more than a woman t o  do t h e  cooking 
and i ron ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  I mean, when she was down s i c k  and then f i n a l l y  Papa 
decided he couldn ' t  a f f o r d  t h a t .  That ' s  t h e  reason we l e a r n t  t o  cook. 
Money mat te rs .  

Q: Yeah. 

A: And I ' m  glad th ings  was l i k e  they is,  no t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  my mother 
was worth having somebody t o  wait  an he r ,  but i t  g ive  me experience. Make 
homemade bread o r  anything,  cakes,  p i e s ,  o r  anything.  Wash d i shes ,  wash 
c lo thes ,  I can do anything,  sweep, c lean  and scrub. I a i n ' t  too good t o  do 
t h a t .  You a s k  a person about t h a t  now and you're  t a l k i n g  La t in .  I asked a 
k id ,  I mean, "Why d i d n ' t  you comb your h a i r  t h i s  morning?" H e  s a i d ,  "How 
can you t e l l  i f  I d i d n ' t  comb my ha i r?"  I n  Sunday School. 

Q: Oh. 

A: I s a i d ,  "~nybody knows when your h a i r ' s  combed. You know when i t ' s  
combed and when i t  a i n ' t .  Your f a c e  a i n ' t  been washed 'cause t h e r e ' s  
mat te r  i n  t he  corner  of your eyes." H e  go t  f r e s h  and I j u s t  l e f t  him 
alone.  H e  go t  f r e s h ,  awful f r e sh .  My wife  s a i d  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  educat ion 
t o  be a  Sunday School teacher .  I s a i d ,  ''Maybe you've been b e t t e r  of f  i f  
you'd took some of t h a t ,  i n s t ead  of l ea rn ing  t h e  th ings  t h a t  you d id  do. 
She used t o  s i n g  i n  t he  cho i r .  You could t e l l  people t h a t  t r i e d  t o  do 
something i n  l i f e  whether they succeeded o r  no t .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: My f o l k s  a r e  unionism where nobody e l s e  t o l d  them t h a t .  I seen  t h a t  
myself. 

Q: Kight. 

A: You don ' t  make a l t o g e t h e r  a f a i l u r e .  Some th ings  t h a t  you do is a l l  
r i g h t .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: I heard our  pas to r  t a l k ,  I mean, I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  all r i g h t  'cause he 
t o l d  me, " I ' m  gonna be away. I ' m  going on t h e  14 th  t o  a t eache r s '  meeting." 
I s a i d ,  "You know one th ing ,  Reverend? You s a i d  anybody have anything t o  
say. Yes, I got  a  comment on it." I s a i d ,  "No, one monkey runs t h i s  show. 
They usua l ly  have two monkeys t o  an a c t ,  and t h e y ' l l  t r y  t h e  monkey t h a t  
was prepared f o r  t h e  a c t  and i f  he don ' t  do what they want him t o  do, they 
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go g e t  another  one out  of t he  cage and if he don ' t  do i t ,  then  they t ake  
him back and throw him i n  and out  of t h e  a c t .  We won't m i s s  you." 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  That a p p l i e s  t o  anybody. The show w i l l  no t  go down 
'cause one monkey don ' t  perform. I t o l d  o ld  man Sankey t h a t .  He s a i d ,  
"What do you mean,  ill?" I s a i d ,  "If a  man g e t s  too h o t ,  g ive  him a 
chance, l e t  him go t o  t h e  shade and i f  he don ' t  come back i n  a length  of 
t ime, go over t h e r e  and s e e  how s e r i o u s  he is  and then  i f  a i n ' t  so t h a t  he 
can come back, send him home. Don't f i r e  him 'cause the  man may sure-enough 
be sick.' '  I s a i d ,  "You want m e  t o  have t h e  c r e d i t  of t he  know-how t o  f i r e .  
I ' v e  r a i s e d  my r i g h t  hand and I wouldn't see nobody f i r ed . "  I mean it .  I 
s a i d ,  "That goes f o r  any con t r ac to r ,  no t  only you. No, you ' re  supposed t o  
g ive  a dog s h e l t e r .  My f a t h e r  always had a dog, i t  was a  German Shepherd, 
and he'd put  i t  out  on them hogs out  t h e r e  [ t h a t ]  he  butchered out  t h e r e  on 
a gambling pole  i n  the  yard. You know, he never put nobody out  t h e r e  t o  
keep the  people away from them hogs. J u s t  throwed down a p a l l e t  t h e r e  by 
t h a t  . . . p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h a t  t h e r e  s c a f f o l d ,  and t h a t  dog l a i d  out  t h e r e  
and watched t h a t  s t u f f ,  wouldn't l e t  nobody, c a t  o r  nobody e l s e .  The next 
morning my f a t h e r ' d  go ou t  t h e r e  and c u t  t h a t  dog of f  a  good p i ece  of meat 
t h a t  w e  could e a t  ou r se lves ,  and g ive  i t  t o  him. Wasn't scared of nobody 
tak ing  nothing. Now you'd put i t  ou t  t h e r e ,  they 'd take  you, dog and a l l .  
I f  you don ' t  be l i eve  i t ,  hang something out .  

Q: They w i l l ;  they w i l l .  

A: A man t o l d  me, "I hea r  you t a l k i n g  and I b e l i e v e  you're  a l l  wet." I 
said, "You come down t o  my home and I ' l l  make an  example out  of you." You 
know he shut  up. I s a i d ,  "I a i n ' t  gonna come t o  your house and say what 
I ' l l  do. 1 a i n ' t  coming t o  your house with t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of tak ing  anything.  
You come t o  my house with the  i n t e n t i o n  of tak ing  anything,  t h e y ' l l  have t o  
take  you. 'Cause I be l i eve  i n  s tanding  up f o r  your r i g h t s .  I f  you don ' t  
th ink ,  you come down t h e r e  and show some s i g n s ,  and I ' l l  show you b e t t e r  
than  I can t e l l  you.'' 

Q: He didn'  t come, d i d  he? 

A: No, he d i d n ' t  come. Why? I don ' t  want t o  k i l l  nobody, but  I ' l l  f i x  
him so  he c a n ' t  walk. I know how t o  do t h a t .  He always remembers me when 
he sees  me, 'cause you don ' t  monkey with o t h e r  peoples '  ch i ld ren .  Don't 
c h a s t i s e  them. I t o l d  our  pas to r  t h a t .  I s a i d ,  "You're g e t t i n g  up p r e t t y  
rough wi th  them k ids ,  and p e o p l e ' l l  have your hide.  'Cause they don ' t  
a l low t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t  school  t o  c h a s t i s e  t h e i r  c h i l d ,  now how come t h e  
pas to r?  you ' re  doing i t  on your f r e e  w i l l ,  and t h e y ' l l  pay on your f r e e  
w i l l .  I f  you don ' t  be l i eve  i t ,  j u s t  keep i t  up." 

Q: What d id  he say t o  t h a t ?  

A: He was t e l l i n g  about t h e  kids, I mean, they oughtn ' t  t o  do t h i s  and 
they oughtn ' t  do t h a t ,  be presentab le  and so  f o r t h .  I f  h i s  f o l k s  hadn ' t  
made no r e s e r v a t i o n s  f o r  him t o  be presentab le ,  why would he mention i t ?  
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Q: But a f t e r  you t o l d  him t h a t ,  what d id  he say a f t e r  you t o l d  him? 

A: H e  s a i d ,  ''Well, I guess I ' m  wrong." I s a i d ,  "Well, I know you were. 
You t a l k  t o  one of mine t h a t  way, and you and I ' l l  mix up." 

Q: But don ' t  you th ink  t h a t  could be one of t h e  problems now why young 
people a c t  t h e  way they do, because no a d u l t  can t a l k  t o  them? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  And no p o l i c e  can t a l k  t o  them. Can't a r r e s t  them, o r  
i f  they s e e  them committing a  crime, I guess they got  t h e i r  whole f o r c e  out  
t h e r e  t o  witness  i t .  When you and I were k i d s ,  I mean, j u s t  somebody'd 
t e l l  our  pa ren t s  and t h a t  w a s  a l l  i t  was t o  it. 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: Parents  took t h e  law i n  t h e i r  hands, and they executed it.  

Q: And they bel ieved what t h e  a d u l t s  s a i d .  

A: That ' s  before  they 'd be l i eve  you. 

Q: Y e s .  

A: And I t h i n k  t h a t ' d  be a good th ing  t o  present today, 'cause t h e  k id  
t o l d  me, " ~ o u ' r e  notw--I heard him t e l l  one of t h e  lady t eache r s  there-- 
"You're not  my mother." Talked l i k e  'cause she wasn't  t h e i r  mother, she 
cou ldn ' t  teach them nothing.  I s a i d  t o  myself,  I ' d  g ive  up t h a t  c l a s s .  I 
couldn ' t  endure t h a t ,  where my voice  wasn't  nothing. 

Q: Well, t he  school  t eache r s  i n  t h e  publ ic  school  meet up wi th  t h a t  everyday. 

A: I know i t .  I know it .  The lady t h a t ,  Mrs. Thompson, she w a s  t e l l i n g  
how she  met up with t h a t  t h ing  everyday. More r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  And i t  has  
t o  be some money t o  take  the  r ibb ing  t h a t  t hese  k ids  can g ive  you now. You 
c a n ' t  smile  a t  them 'cause they th ink  they go t  t he  upper hand. 

Q: Right ,  r i g h t .  

A: And i f  people would do l i k e  they d id  when I was a k i d ,  I mean, when you 
d i d n ' t  have t o  say nothing,  j u s t  conduct yourself  r i g h t  and your pa ren t s  
would know t h a t  you ' re  all r i g h t .  I mean, i f  you'd conduct yourself  bad, 
they'd know t h a t ,  too. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Where do they have a  parent  t h a t  w i l l  t e l l  on another  c h i l d ?  I don ' t  
know what t h e y ' r e  gonna do. They can ' t  bu i ld  reform schools  f o r  them a l l .  

Q: They s u r e  c a n ' t .  I t h i n k  the  . . . i t ' s  going t o  have t o  go back t o  
t he  home, where t h e  pa ren t s  s t a r t  t o  a c t  l i k e  parents .  

A: Yeah, one o r  t he  o t h e r  of them be a t  home a l l  t h e  time t o  s e e  how the  
k id  performs o r  who he br ings  i n  t h e  house, 'cause t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of k ids  
go i n  t h e  house and g e t  t h e  l ay  out  of t h ings  and then come back t h a t  n i g h t  
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and go through and g e t  everything.  That ' s  t h e  whole upshot of t h e  th ing .  
They know who's who. J u s t  l i k e  a  boy asked me, s a i d ,  "What's your dog 's  
name?" I s a i d ,  "What do you want t o  know . . .what do you ca re  what h i s  
name i s ? "  He s a i d ,  "I can feed him now." I s a i d ,  "I don' t  want you t o ,  
Whenever I c a n ' t  a f f o r d  feed f o r  him, why, I don ' t  want you t o  feed him." 
I s a i d ,  "Well, you want t o  do something t o  him so  you can g e t  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  
i f  you want t o  do something." 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t .  

A: And I s a i d ,  "I want him t o  do something t o  you i f  you g e t  on these  
premises,  'cause I feed him gunpowder t o  make him h a t e  you. He a i n ' t  go t  
no f r i ends . "  H e  s a i d ,  "Does gunpowder work?" I s a i d ,  "You come on t h e  
yard, and m e  no t  being t h e r e ,  and we ' l l  know." 

Q: Is that r i g h t ?  Is t h a t  good t o  feed him with? 

A: Huh? 

Q: To make them be good watch dogs? 

A: Make them v ic ious .  You got  t o  g ive  i t  t o  him, not  r egu la r ,  'cause 
h e ' l l  g e t  too mean. I t o l d  him, "My dog's b i t t e n  me four  i f  no t  f i ve  
times." Be s a i d ,  "Well, I '  11 k i l l  he r  ." I s a i d ,  "No, what f o r ?  I want: 
him t o  be v i c ious ,  so when you come down t h e r e ,  h e ' l l  a c t  on you." I s a i d ,  
I I Tha t ' s  j u s t  t h e  reason--been given me, 'cause he d i d n ' t  know how t o  provide 
f o r  t he  dog.'' And I t o l d  him he ' s  j u s t  what I want t o  keep t h e  c a t s  out  of 
here. He'd break t h a t  cha in  i n  a  minute i f  a  c a t  passed through t h e r e  by 
him. I know i t ,  'cause he b i t  me, and I never even slapped him, 'cause I 
was doing something t o  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have no bus iness ,  g e t t i n g  them old  
bu r r s  out  of him. Should have given him a ba th  and got  h i s  h a i r  s o f t  and 
could have took them out  with ease ;  but  no, I had a  comb tak ing  them out  i n  
t he  rough. Pulled h i s  t e e t h  ac ros s  my shoulder ,  and I d i d n ' t  even s l a p  
him. Whenever you 're  p u l l i n g  a  dog t o  do something, don ' t  p u l l  him t o  do 
nothing e l s e  and don ' t  t r y  t o  c h a s t i s e  him. No. You don' t  c h a s t i s e  a  dog, 
and h e ' l l  be your b e s t  f r i e n d .  

Q: But how do you g e t  him t o  s t o p  doing something t h a t ' s  bad? 

A: ~ i n ' t  nothing bad when you want him t o  p r o t e c t  you. 

Q: He d i g s  up your yard and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: No, they don ' t  do t h a t .  

Q: I mean, i f  one does,  what would you do? 

A: Ain ' t  no dog g e t t i n g  up t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  him, 'cause h e ' l l  throw him 
down, wallow him and t u r n  him every way but  loose.  I have t o  go out  t h e r e  
and make him loosen up.   hat's r i g h t .  I put some d i r t  i n  t h e r e  yes te rday ,  
two wheelbarrows of d i r t  so  i f  he had a  bone, he could bury i t  i n  t h a t  
loose  d i r t  and not  i n  i t  [ the  yard] .  When he d i g s  i n  t h e  ground a whole 
Lot, you got  t o  t ake  him and g e t  h i s  t o e n a i l s  trimmed, 'cause they g e t  
pointed-l ike.  
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Q: I see .  How long have you l i v e d  i n  t h i s  house t h a t  you 're  i n  now? 

A: [Since]  1942. 

Q: Since 1942. What was t h i s  neighborhood like when you moved i n  here?  

A: There were fou r  co lored  f a m i l i e s  he re ,  f i v e  . . . 
Q: It has  changed tremendously now? 

A: Yeah. There 's  more colored ou t  he re  than  you can shake a s t i c k  a t .  
They thought t h e r e  wasn't no freedom out  here ,  thought i t  w a s  a l l  h a t r e d ,  
but  they found out  d i f f e r e n t .  Everytime one can g e t  hold of h i s  down 
payment, he wants t o  buy a house. And I ' l l  b e t  you c a n ' t  guess w i th in  a 
hundred d o l l a r s  of what I paid f o r  t h i s  place.  I a i n ' t  so  much. 

Q: You bought t h e  house o r  you . . . 
A: Bought t h e  house, t h e  l o t  and t h e  vacant  l o t .  

Q: The house and everything.  Well, I would think--in ' 4 2 1  I would t h i n k  
you may have paid about  $7,000. 

A:  I pa id  $2,500. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yeah, and i t  had a coa l  furnace i n  i t .  $2,500; and I only  had $200 t o  
pay down on i t ,  and my wife s a i d  I couldn ' t  buy i t .  I s a i d ,  "You a i n ' t  
buying i t .  Leave t h a t  t o  me, I ' m  buying it.'' [She] s a i d ,  "If I ' d  seen the  
i n s i d e  of i t  before  we wouldn't have accepted it." I s a i d ,  "You mean t h a t  
you wouldn't have accepted i t .  Don't say t h a t  I wouldn't 'cause i t  w a s  my 
two hundred do l l a r s . "  I s a i d ,  "I accept  anything I want, i f  I put  my 
money. I t h i n k  you should l e a r n  t h a t  yourse l f . "  There's a r e t i r e d  mail 
c a r r i e r ,  maybe you know him, Thornton. I mean Prank Cole. 

End of Side One, Tape Two 

Q: . . . out  on t h e  farm near  you, where your farm was? 

A: No, out  he re  of f  . . . you go out  towards . . . 
Q: Oh, going towards Clinton? 

A: Yeah. That t h e r e  Clem boy bought t h a t  place.  

Q: Oh. Who? 

A: Harry Clem. H e  used t o  be a barber .  

Q: Oh, I see ,  I see .  And he d i d  h i s  own f inanc ing  of i t  f o r  you? 



William B. Hubbard 48 

A: Yeah. H e  balanced t h e  books every s i x  months and checked t h e  i n t e r e s t  
o f f  t h a t  I ' d  pa id  him. A11 I had w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  

Q: I see .  That w a s  a  p r e t t y  good dea l .  

A: That ' s  t h e  reason I took it. I knowed I ought t o  be ab l e .  You know, I 
t o l d  him I could pay twenty-five d o l l a r s  a  month on t h e  p lace ,  working. Be 
s a i d ,  "No, B i l l y  Hubbard, I ' m  going t o  g ive  you a  p i ece  of advice." I 
s a i d ,  "Yeah?" And I l i s t e n e d .  He s a i d ,  "You s i g n  t h e  papers  f o r  twenty 
d o l l a r s  a  month and anytime you can pay twenty-five, i t ' s  acceptable ."  I 
was so glad I bought i t  then,  i n  1942, 'cause he was wai t ing  on a  man by 
t h e  name of Wiley, Howard Wiley, t o  g e t  seventy-f ive d o l l a r s  toge ther  t o  
pay down s o ' s  he could c l o s e  the  dea l .  I had two hundred and my wife s a i d  
I d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  i n t e r e s t  nobody. See, t h a t ' s  how much women 
know. I guess t h a t ' s  t h e  reason they put  men i n  f r o n t  of them. 

Q: I th ink  you have a  poin t .  

A: I know i t .  Man t o l d  me, s a i d ,  "1'11 te l l  you what t h i s  p l ace  is  gonna 
c o s t  you a year  taxes." I t o l d  him, "You're p r e t t y  smart; go ahead and 
t e l l  me." H e  s a i d ,  "Sixty-six d o l l a r s  a year." 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Ain ' t  t h a t  p r e t t y  good? Twenty d o l l a r s  a  month, I mean, payments; 
s ix ty - s ix  d o l l a r s  a  year  i n  t axes ,  and then  I had i t  re insured .  O f  course,  
i t  wasn't  enough t o  put i t  back, about ha l f  of . . . And I kept  t h e i r  
po l icy ,  too.  

Q: What have you done t o  i t? 

A: Put a  roof on i t  and f ixed  t h e  basement and not  much e l s e ,  because I ' v e  
been loaded down with s ickness .  Yeah. I can t e l l  you who has got  t h e  
money. D r .  Caldwell ,  D r .  Lee, and S t .  John 's  Hospi ta l .  I took over my 
w i fe ' s  aunt  once, t r i p  t h a t  I t o l d  you t h a t  I h i r e d  Lee and d i d n ' t  need. 
When I took he r  ou t  of t h e r e ,  I owed them over eleven hundred d o l l a r s .  And 
he re  me making t h a t  l i g h t  money. And I ' v e  almost . . . I don' t  owe Lee, 
and I don ' t  owe Caldwell. I never w i l l  owe Caldwell no more of my money. 
No. 'Cause when I was t ak ing  my wife up t h e r e ,  he s a i d ,  "Mr. Hubbard?" I 
s a i d ,  "Yeah, t h a t ' s  my name." He s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  you need treatment." I 
s a i d ,  "Yes 1 do need t rea tment ,  but you'd b e t t e r  no t  s t a r t .  Anytime I s t e p  
on t h a t  ho t  a s p h a l t ,  i t ' s  money t h a t  I ' m  making, and g ive  you a d o l l a r  a  
minute f o r  your s e r v i c e ,  I need t reatment .  But don ' t  you s t a r t  it." 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure. The man done got  a l l  t h e  money t h a t  1 i n t end  f o r  him t o  have. 
Whoever g e t s  upset  j u s t  g e t s  upset .  I w i l l  no t  have Caldwell. Who wouldn't 
be a  f o o l  t o  pay a man a d o l l a r  a  minute f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  and him not  even 
put h i s  hand on your w i f e ?  He's t h e  one tha t  needs t reatment .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  



William B. Hubbard 4 9 

A: Sure. I witnessed the  whole--and I'm no t  making t h i s  up e i t h e r ,  'cause 
I got  r e c e i p t s .  There 's  a lady down t h e r e  a t  t he  unemployed p lace  t o l d  me 
s a i d ,  " M r .  Hubbard, you keep a l l  t he se  r e c e i p t s  f o r  t e n  yea r s ,  'cause they 
won't be l i eve  t h a t  you paid me.'' 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: I ' m  well-heeled on h i s  r e c e i p t s .  I got  enough t o  cover t h i s  f l o o r .  

Q: You've kept  them. 

A: Sure. It a i n ' t  t e n  years  y e t ,  why no t  keep them? 

Q: Yeah, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Because you may have t o  go back t o  them. What . . 
. when you moved i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld  per  se, i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t ,  what was i t  
l i k e  then? Did they have . . .d id t he  s t r e e t c a r  come a l l  t he  way out  t o  
Stewart S t r e e t ?  

A: No. It come out  Twentieth and South Grand and went up Eighteenth,  I 
mean, way l a t e r .  It went on i n  South Grand and went plumb under t h e  subway 
and went up Eight  S t r e e t .  They had a s t r e e t c a r  up t h e r e  on Cap i t a l  Avenue. 

Q: How f a r  e a s t  d id  i t  go? 

A: Out t h e r e  about Matheny School, a l i t t l e  b i t  pa s t .  

Q: And then i f  you wanted t o  ca t ch  i t ,  you'd have t o  go t o  Twentieth and 
South Grand o r  go up t h e r e  t o  Capi to l?  

A:  hat's r i g h t .  

Q: Now a t  t h a t  time then,  t h e  s t r e e t s  then weren't  paved? They were 
b r i ck?  

A: No, d i r t  s t r e e t .  

Q: D i r t  s t r e e t ?  

A: D i r t  s t r e e t .   hat's what I'm t h ink ing ' s  gonna h i t  t h i s  s t r e e t  here .  
1t's gonna knock t h e  socks of f  us i f  they improve t h i s  i n t o  town and pave 
t h i s ,  pu t  black top on t h i s  s t r e e t  l i k e  they did on Laurel .  That ' s  gonna 
upset  a whole l o t  of people.  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure. 

Q: I n  what way? 

A: 'Cause you have t o  pay so much, I mean, a f o o t  f o r  i n  f r o n t  of your 
p lace  and out  ha l f  of t h e  s t r e e t .  

Q: I know t h a t ' s  what we had t o  do down a t  our church here.  
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A: Yeah, I know i t ,  I know it. That a i n ' t  donated t o  you. But i t ' s  a 
mighty n i c e  th ing .  I don ' t  know whether t o  t e l l  them no t  t o  pay i t  o r  no t .  
I hope I don ' t  l o s e  t h e  p lace  on account of improvement i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  

Q: Do you th ink  t h e y ' r e  going t o  do i t  sometime? 

A: Oh, t h e r e ' s  people around with a p e t i t i o n  f o r  you t o  s i g n  t o  do t h a t  
now. 

Q: I not iced  t h i s  garage next t o  you here .  Do they i n t e r f e r e  with your 
r e s t  o r  anything with making no i se  over t h e r e  o r  anything? 

A: Got high-powered e l e c t r i c i t y  over t h e r e ,  I mean, machines . . . 
Q: He's been t h e r e  f o r  some time now, hasn ' t  he? 

A: Yeah, b u i l t  t h a t  i n  about 1942 o r  1943 .  He was ac ros s  t h e  a l l e y  t h e r e  
where t h a t  Johnson boy l i ved .  That ' s  where he f i r s t  . . . 
Q: A s  I was beginning t o  a sk  you about Sp r ing f i e ld  and the  s t r e e t c a r s  t h a t  
were running and so  f o r t h ,  a t  t h a t  time most of t h e  homes used coa l  and a l l  
t h a t ?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t ,  yeah. You could go t o  a house now and then and f ind  t h a t  
they had nothing but a wood s tove .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yeah. And t h e r e ' s  houses down he re  on Corne l l  [Avenue] t h a t  had dirt 
f l o o r s .  

Q: Real ly? 

A: Sure. Yeah. People a i n ' t  been so  as they could have wood t o  put  t h e i r  
f e e t  on a l l  [ t h e ]  t i m e .  

Q: Now you . . . do you s t i l l  c a r r y  your membership wi th  the  union? 

A: I pay so  much mainly j u s t  t o  g e t  t h e  dea th  b e n e f i t s .  

Q: Oh, I see .  And what union was t h a t ?  

A: [Local] 474 .  

Q:  Local 474.  Now do you have any of your . . . I t h i n k  you t o l d  me t h a t  
some of your b ro the r s  d ied  and one [ i s ]  l i v i n g  i n  D e t r o i t  and one i n  . . . 
A: Two l i v i n g  i n  D e t r o i t  and one i n  Jackson, Michigan. 

Q: Jackson, Michigan. And any o the r  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: I ' m  t he  only one. 
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Q: you ' re  t h e  only one i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

A: I got  a cous in  he re ,  s e v e r a l  cousins .  Frances Strange i s  my cousin,  
d id  you know t h a t ?  

Q: When I heard you mention Chandler, I meant t o  a sk ,  because I know she 
grew out  of a Chandler family. Ao Nate Chadler is  your . . . what? 

A: Cousin. Frances i s ,  too. 

Q: Now t h i s  is something I found out  about Sp r ing f i e ld  when I came. I ' v e  
been he re  t h i r t e e n  years  and I ' v e  learned something t h a t  t h e  people i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  f o r  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  seem t o  be r e l a t e d  somewhere. I 
mean t h i s  is  one reason you have t o  . . . 
A: B e  c a r e f u l .  

Q: You have t o  be c a r e f u l .  I f  you cannot say good, I ' v e  found don ' t  say 
anything.  

A: Because y o u ' l l  uncover i t .  

Q: Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  because they a r e  very c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d .  ( t ape  stopped) 
Was t h e r e  any . . . what about s p e c i a l  ho l idays  when you were growing up? 
What kind of s p e c i a l  ho l idays  d id  you . . . 
A: Celebrate? 

Q: Celebrate .  

A: Fourth of J u l y ,  and then we had Decoration Day and Columbus Day and 
Valent ine Day and, l e t ' s  s e e  . . . . 
Q: Christmas and Eas t e r ,  of course.  

A: Yeah. Christmas and Eas te r .  Thanksgiving. 

Q: What about Emancipation? Have you . . . 
A: Oh yeah, they got  t oge the r  on t h a t .  

Q: Do you remember when they ce l eb ra t ed  Emancipation, what time of t he  
year? 

A: I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  Emancipation Day was ce l eb ra t ed  i n  September. 

Q: I n  September. 

A: Yes. 

Q: During these  hol idays ,  what did you a l l  do? I mean how d i d  you c e l e b r a t e ?  

A: They had a b i g  f e a s t  ou t  he re  a t  Bunn Park. O r  they'd go out  he re  t o  
t h i s  park t h a t  . . . 
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Q: Washington. 

A: Well, I guess i t  was . . . Lincoln Park. 

Q: Lincoln Park. 

A: That ' s  t h e  one most of t he  colored people came t o .  Washington Park 
d i d n ' t  c e l e b r a t e  i t  much out  t he re .  White f o l k s  had t h a t .  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: And we had these  o t h e r  two parks.  

Q: You had Bunn and Lincoln. 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Now, d i d  many white  people come t o  . . . . 
A: To c e l e b r a t e ?  

A: Oh, we cou ldn ' t  keep them away; couldn ' t  keep them away. 

Q: But ye t  co loreds  couldn ' t  go t o ,  o r  they d i d n ' t  go t o  Washington a s  
much o r  what? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  People from out  i n  he re ,  n o t  from ou t  i n  t h e  west end of 
town, would v i s i t  t he se  he re  turn-outs t h a t  we had here ;  but you know t h a t  
was f o r  t he  a r i s t o c r a t s  ou t  t he re .  

Q: Now did  they have a basket  d inne r ,  each family b r ing  t h e  food? 

A: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And t h e  church would f u r n i s h  t h e  i c e  
cream, t h e  Sunday School. Yeah. Everybody t h a t  had a wagon and some t h a t  
d i d n ' t  have a wagon would br ing  a basket  t h a t  day so they could eat some 
t h a t  you brought. You d i d n ' t  b r ing  none, they 'd le t  you e a t  anyhow. 

Q: They'd l e t  you e a t  anyhow. 

A: That a i n ' t  ha l f  bad propos i t ion ,  is  i t ?  

Q: No, i t ' s  not .  

A: J u s t  so  you could e a t .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: J u s t  l i k e  when Jimmy Hubbard was he re  Sunday, we had a b ig  dinner  and 
everybody w a s  welcome t o  e a t ,  and they had food l e f t  f o r  m e  t o  g ive  them 
people t o  take  home wi th  them on the  bus. 
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Q: I saw the  bus. 

A: Did you? 

Q: When I was on my way t o  Sunday School. 

A: Why d i d n ' t  you come i n ?  

Q:  I was on my way t o  Sunday School. 

A: I know, but  Sunday School l e t  o u t ,  d i d n ' t  i t ?  

Q: No, no. 

A: Maybe Sunday School was a l l  day. 

Q: No, on my way t o  Sunday School, I s a w  t h e  bus. 

A: Yeah. Well, we were t h e r e  a l l  day. You could have made i t  back. 

Q: NO,  but  I had t o  go t o  Elder  Rose's church t h a t  a f te rnoon.  

A: You know, I ' v e  known Elder  Rose a long time, and you know what he t o l d  
me? He s a i d ,  "You've j u s t  acknowledged of being seventy-four years  old."  
He says ,  "You're about seventy-six yea r s  old.' ' And s a i d ,  "Don't hold your 
age,  man, you oughta be thankfu l  you l i ved  t h i s  long." I t o l d  him, "You 
don ' t  know m e  t h a t  wel l .  Watch your s tep."  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Yeah. 

A: He knowed me before  I eve r  went t o  church o r ,  I wasn't  hard ly  going t o  
Sunday School, and him and Lyman were s tudying toge the r  out  t h e r e  a t  t he  
I l l i n o i s  Foundry, working and a t  noon in s t ead  of doing very much they 'd be 
t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e  Bible.  Studying. 

Q: He s a i d  next  month, 25th of next  month, he w i l l  have been i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  
f i f t y  years .  

A: He's counting t h e  yea r s  he went barefooted here.  He a i n ' t  count ing 
them. 

Q:  Well. And d id  they have any parades then downtown during any of these  
hol idays ,  Decoration Day f o r  i n s t ance?  

A: Most of t h e  parades they had was on Labor Day. 

Q: Labor Day. 

A: Yeah. Most they had was on Labor Day. 

Q: Did they have people wha . . . from t h e  black community who p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t hese  parades? 
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A: Why, everybody was walking. I mean, you know they had D r .  
He  i s  p r e t t y  prominent. H e  always spoke on behalf  of t h e  co lored  people.  

Q: Colored people.  

A:  Yeah. We used t o  have what they c a l l ,  I mean, c u l t u r e  c l u b s  here .  I 
mean, over a t  Union B a p t i s t  Church. 

Q: Y e s .  

A: And people used t o  go hog-wild and pig-scratching t o  g e t  t h e r e ,  and 
they had t o  s t and  up. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: When they were up on Twelfth and Mason. 

Q: And Mason. 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Reverend Manuel was t h e r e  then.  Did you . . . what d i d  you a l l  do a t  
t he se  c u l t u r e  c lubs?  

A: All t h e  churches came around I mean, they had somebody on t h e  program. 
D i f f e r e n t  ones. Had what 1 ' d  guess you'd c a l l  now is  a song-fes t ,  d i f f e r e n t  
c h o i r s  from d i f f e r e n t  churches would perform. A l l  denominations would come 
t o  j u s t  have somebody on t h e  program. 

Q: This was r e a l l y  t o  g ive  t h e  young people . . . 
A: Somewhere t o  go. 

Q: Somewhere t o  go and something t o  do and . . . 
A: Yeah, keep them ou t  of t he  street. Yeah, I went t o  a c u l t u r e  c lub  many 
a Sunday and had t o  l eave  e a r l y  'cause we had t o  go back t o  t h e  farm t o  
milk t h e  cows and we d i d n ' t  have, only a n i c k e l  f o r  a s t r e e t c a r  f a r e ,  r i d e  
ou t  he re  t o  Bunn Park and walk from Bunn Park ou t  t o  where we l i v e .  

Q: Now from Bunn Park, you would c u t  through t h e  f i e l d  down t h e r e ?  

A: No, go out  t h e  d i r t  road. 

Q: Oh, I see.  Is t h a t  where F i f t e e n t h  S t r e e t  i s  c u t  now? 

A: Yeah. 

Q:  And then what is  now Stevenson Drive,  then you'd t u r n  up t h e r e ?  

A: Yeah, t u r n  and go e a s t .  Yeah. 

Q: Now i t ' s  a l l  b u i l t  up. 
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A: Yeah. I f  Papa and them would be back on e a r t h ,  they couldn ' t  t e l l  
where t h a t  farm was a t ,  'cause t h e r e  were some t r e e s  removed t h a t  was c l o s e  
t o  t h a t  house where we l i v e ,  maple t r e e s  and walnut t r e e s ,  and t h a t  was t h e  
marking so you'd know where we Live. 

Q: Now, so  then t h i s  hundred and s i x t y  a c r e s ,  your house was s i t t i n g  on 
t h a t ?  

A :  Back of f  t h e  road. 

Q: Back o f f  t h e  road. 

A: About two blocks o f f  t he  road, and t h e r e ' s  a colored man by the  name of 
Nate Smith who owned e i g h t y  a c r e s  of ground next  t o  t h a t .  He's Harr ison 
Smith's uncle .  

Q: I see .  Nate Smith. 

A: Old man Wes Smith used t o  belong t o  your church. 

Q: Who? 

A: Old man Wes Smith. 

Q: Wes Smith. 

A: He  was a g r e a t  uncle  of mine, too.  He married my grandmother. They 
l i v e d  a t  1528 South Fourteenth S t r e e t .  She wouldn't l eave  t h a t  place.  He 
wanted her  t o  go t o  t h e  farm and she wouldn't do i t .  

Q: I see .  

A: H e  wanted t o  l i v e  ou t  t h e r e  h i s s e l f  so he wouldn't have t h e  expense of 
going back and f o r t h ,  bu t  T don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  a whole l o t  of expense 'cause 
he had o ld  buggy and a horse.  H e  drove out  t h e r e  twice a day t o  milk a cow 
t o  keep from buying milk. You know, he was p r e t t y  t i g h t .  

9 :  

A: 
Cou 

Q: 
YOU 

Well, I guess he was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  economize. 

And a n i c k e l  box of matches would l a s t  him a year ,  k i tchen  matches. 
l d n ' t  L a s t  you a week. 

Now, I want t o  ask t h i s  now, I know you mentioned t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Have 
ever  known o r  heard of them having d i sc r imina t ion  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a s  t o  

where colored people could go as a p a t i e n t ?  

A: Well, i t ' s  according t o  what your s i ckness  was, but  t h e r e  was p a r t s  
t h e r e  t h a t  they wouldn't g ive  you a room. If they was crowded, they wouldn't 
put you out  i n  t h e  h a l l ;  they'd put you i n  somebody's p lace  before  they'd 
make a bed f o r  you i n  t h e  h a l l .  But I have seen people out  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  
white  and co lored ,  with j u s t  canvas around. 

Q: Around. 
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A: But i t ' s  been a long time, when my f a t h e r  was l i v i n g  I mean, they had 
bed pans and my f a t h e r ,  I be l i eve  he died from c o n s t i p a t i o n  'cause he 
couldn ' t  use a bedpan. 

Q:  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  And he was too weak t o  go t o  t h e  restroom? 

A: They d i d n ' t  want him up, I don ' t  know why. And he t o l d  me t o  go buy 
him a commode. He s a i d ,  "Ain't  you got  t h e  money?'' I s a i d ,  "Yeah, I got  
t he  money." H e  s a i d ,  "Well, I s a i d  go g e t  it ." And I ' d  go, and they 
wouldn't l e t  him use  it a f t e r  we got  i t .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: He never d id  use a bedpan. I mean, he d i d n ' t  know how he could use  
one, and I r e a l l y  be l i eve  my f a t h e r  died from c o n s t i p a t i o n  'cause they 'd 
put  him on the  bedpan, bu t  he never d id  do nothing.  

How long w a s  he i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  

Oh, Papa w a s  i n  t h e r e  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  while.  He had p r o s t r a t e  glands. 

Yeah. What age man was he when he died? 

He was 74. 

Oh? 

And my mother was 68. I got  a l i t t l e  while  y e t .  

Did she d i e  before  he o r  he went f i r s t ?  

He went f i r s t .  

What about p o l i t i c s  now? You p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  o r  . . . 
You mean now? 

Now o r  . . . 
Then? 

Then o r  anytime. 

Oh,  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  no t  nothing t o  crow about ,  'cause people double-cross 
you so  o f t en .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  s tand  t o  be double-crossed. One man, I mean, 
he t o l d  m e ,  "You was t h e  f i r s t  black Democrat I eve r  seen." I s a i d ,  "You 
a i n ' t  been very f a r . "  That ' s  what I t o l d  him. I s a i d ,  "I 've been foo l ing  
around t h e  t e a  cup looking f o r  a handle and you a i n ' t  been busy." 

Q: Why? Because i n  t h i s  a r e a  here  a l o t  of t h e  blacks are Republicans? 

A: Staunch Republicans. 
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Q: Why i s  i t  so? Did you ever  f i n d  ou t?  

A: Well, they c la im Abraham Lincoln f r eed  them, and Abraham Lincoln d i d n ' t  
f r e e  them. They f r eed  t h e i r s e l v e s .  And one woman t o l d  me, s a i d ,  "Who t o l d  
you t h a t ? "  I s a i d ,  "I can read,  Lady." Yeah, I can read.  And my mother, 
she t o l d  us  t h a t ,  too,  t h a t  Abraham Lincoln d i d n ' t  f r e e  t h e  colored people. 

Q: What . . . how d id  she expla in  i t ,  I mean, t h a t  they f r eed  themselves? 

A: 'Cause they fought ,  I mean, t o  g e t  freedom. They fought t o  g e t  freedom, 
and they won t h e  b a t t l e .  I f  i t ' d  been l e f t  t o  what-you-call-him they 
wouldn't have won no b a t t l e .  They'd been s t i l l  s l a v e s ,  bu t  they fought t o  
be f r e e .  

Q: It was just  a r e a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  t h ing ,  r e a l l y ?  

A: Yeah. My own cous in  Herschel White, he t o l d  me  when I went t o  h i s  
house, he s a i d ,  "I mean, B i l l ,  what caused you t o  be a Democrat?" I s a i d ,  
11 1 Cause, I mean, my f o l k s  had r a i s e d  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  and voted t h e  Republican 
t i c k e t  a l l  t h e i r  l i f e  and when we got  o ld  enough, I thought ,  maybe I ' d  be a 
Democrat 'cause a l l  Papa got  t o  do was have a team of horses  out  he re  a t  
t h e  fa i rgrounds  and g e t  $8.10 a day f o r  r a i s i n g  e i g h t  boys up he re  t o  be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  vote .  And I s a i d ,  "I j u s t  de ta ined  t h a t  I was going t o  do a 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  You know Papa had a hard time r a i s i n g  us  up and he never 
d id  g e t  nothing but  $8.10 every year  t o  t ake  a team of horses  and a wagon 
out  he re  t o  t h e  fa i rground t o  work them e i g h t  days o r  whatever i t  was t h a t  
they wanted, e i g h t  o r  t e n  days." He'd g e t  t h a t  every year .  Once i n  awhile  
t h e  road commissioner would have him 
they--Springfield,  but  very  seldom. 

Q: Very seldom. 

A :  Why, they couldn ' t  deny t h a t  he d 

t o  take  a team and drag t h e  roads when 

i d n ' t  r a i s e  t hese  e i g h t  boys, 'cause 
we was a l l  t h e r e  t o  speak f o r  ourselves.  

Q: Quite v i s i b l e .  

A: Yeah. Tha t ' s  one th ing  I go t  a g a i n s t  t he  Republcians. They w i l l  not  
g ive  our  people a show, o r  whatever i t  is. He s e n t  ou t  t h i s  r e l i e f  and 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  I mean, they s t a r t e d  my f a t h e r  i n  a t  seven d o l l a r s  a 
month. Now what could you buy with seven d o l l a r s  a month? 

Q: Not much. 

A: I t o l d  Papa t o  g ive  them t h a t  p iece  of paper back, and i f  t h e  Democrats 
got  i n ,  they'd put money i n  h i s  hand. I s a i d ,  "If you don ' t  be l i eve  i t ,  
Papa, j u s t  keep g iv ing  your s t r i p  of paper t o  them u n t i l  t he  Democrats win. 
They're gonna win. You c a n ' t  s t o p  them by vot ing  your Republican t i c k e t  o r  
nobody e l s e , "  and you know, when he seen t h a t  t h e  Democrats was gonna . . . 
did  have a major i ty ,  he t o l d  me, he s a i d ,  "How could you s e e  tha t ? "  He 
s a i d ,  "How could you s e e  tha t ? "  I s a i d ,  "Well, Papa, they a i n ' t  pu t  nothing 
i n  your hand but a p i ece  of paper t o  t e l l  you what t o  g e t ,  I mean, on t h i s  
p i ece  of paper." And I s a i d ,  "The Democrats a r e  gonna put  money i n  your 
hand and you can buy i t  up i n  c l o t h e s  . . . 11 
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Q: Yeah. And it happened. 

A: And i t  happened. 

Q: Do you remember under who was t h i s  f i r s t  Democrat t h a t  . . . 
A: Who? I mean what . . . Roosevelt .  

Q: Roosevelt .  Oh, I see .  Roosevelt .  

A: Yes, Roosevelt .  

Q: Now, have you he ld  any p o s i t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  p r e c i n c t  committeeman o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: No, I run f o r  p r e c i n c t  committeeman and I go t  bea t  by t h r e e  vo te s ,  ou t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  74th p rec inc t .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: And i t ' d  c o s t  me f i f t y  d o l l a r s  t o  have a recount ,  and I d i d n ' t  have the  
money. 

Q: Who d id  you run a g a i n s t ?  

A: Fellow by t h e  name of B i l l  Sidner.  

Q: B i l l  Sidner? 

A: Yeah. And t h a t  Pe te  Roster  was t h e  county c e n t r a l  committeeman. 

Q: Pe te  Roster?  

A: Pete Koster ,  yeah. 

Q: I see .  Well, a t  t h a t  time when you came i n t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  d i d  you . . . were t h e r e  many colored people l i v i n g  he re?  

A: Quite a few. 

Q: Where did they l i v e  b a s i c a l l y ?  What s e c t i o n  of town? 

A: I mean, on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  I mean, from Mi l l e r  S t r e e t  back t o  Madison 
and then they were kinda separa ted  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  white  f o l k s  were--Jews 
were kind of i n  there--and then colored people s t a r t e d  again.  

Q: Where d i d  t h e  Jews l i v e ,  on Capi to l?  

A: On Je f f e r son .  

9 :  Je f f e r son?  

A: Yeah. They was running businesses .  
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Q: Who l i v e d  on Monroe and Capi to l  and Jackson and a l l  t h a t ?  

A: Well, t he re  were q u i t e  a few colored f a m i l i e s ,  q u i t e  a few. 

Q:  So b a s i c a l l y ,  f o r  a long time, most of t h e  colored l i v e d  on the  e a s t  
s i d e ?  

A: That ' s  r i g h t .  Yeah. One would g e t  s t r a y  and g e t  ou t  i n  t h e  west once 
i n  awhile,  I mean, g e t  a chance t o  buy him a p i ece  of proper ty ,  o r  somebody 
he worked f o r  would buy i t  f o r  him; and then he'd pay him. They've been 
t r i c k i n g  them ever  s i n c e  I was b i g  enough t o  know anything,  t r i c k i n g  them 
l i k e  t h a t ,  but  they d i d n ' t  t r i c k  them enough. Tha t ' s  t h e  bad f e a t u r e  about 
i t .  

Q: Well, i n  order  t o  su rv ive  you have t o  p lan  s t r a t e g y  how t o  . . . 
A: Get ahead. 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t .  You s e e  because you take--there's a long . . . f o r  a 
long, long time t h e r e  were people who were saying a l l  t h e  colored can do, 
they can . . . 
A: Shine shoes. 

Q: Shine shoes and they g r i n  and they j u s t  laugh, bu t  t h i s  was a s t r a t e g y  
of survival. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You know t h a t  you can do something e l s e  
bes ides  sh ine  shoes,  and I had a chance t o  work out  a t  t he  fairground.  And 
I took c leaning  restrooms out  t he re ,  I mean, i n s t ead  of sh in ing  shoes,  
'cause I can ' t  s tand  a white  man t o  c a l l  me n igger .  H e  goes through me 
then. He's go t  t o  do i t  twice, go t  t o  do i t  twice. And t he  only p l ace  you 
could make any money, up t h e r e  around t h e  r ace t r ack  o r  around them horse  
farms where them people t h a t  had money. You couldn ' t  make no money if you 
put you up a s tand  out  t he re .  'Cause a white  man, I mean, he wants, you 
know, t o  be an Uncle Tom and then h e ' s  l i a b l e  t o  g ive  you twenty-five o r  
f i f t y  cen t s .  I c a n ' t  Uncle Tom. 

: You're too s t r a i g h t .  

A: Well, I wasn't  brought up t h a t  way. 

Q:  hat's r i g h t .  

A: No, my f a t h e r  i f  he thought t h a t  we was out  t h e r e  Uncle Tomming we 
wouldn't g e t  t o  go anymore. That ' s  what I l i k e d  about  D r .  
There w a s  a colored boy by the  name of Herb Jackson [who] was caseworker 
he re  and he t o l d  m e  i f  Herb d i d n ' t  t r e a t  our people b e t t e r ,  I mean, when he 
was caseworker, he was gonna g e t  r i d  of . . . have t o  g e t  r i d  of Herb 
Jackson and he was going t o  put h i s  son on t h a t  caseworker job and i f  he 
was an  Uncle Tom he'd g e t  r i d  of him. 

Q: Get r i d  of him. 
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A: Yeah. That ' s  r i g h t .  'Cause you're  co lored ,  you don ' t  have t o  be Uncle 
Tom. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: J u s t  because he was born t h a t  way wasn't  no d isgrace .  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: Was no d isgrace .  

Q: You c e n t i n l y  don ' t  have t o  do i t  t o  keep your job, because i f  you can 
do the  job . . . 
A: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: . . . then j u s t  go ahead and do i t .  

A: The only th ing ,  i f  you ' re  gonna recommend somebody, you want t o  be very 
s u r e  t h a t  h e ' l l  do what he says  h e ' l l  do. 

Q:  hat's r i g h t .  

A: I f  he don ' t ,  j u s t  f o r g e t  him. 

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: J u s t  f o r g e t  him. 

Q: What about Negro businesses? When you came i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld ,  were 
t h e r e  many Negro businesses? 

A: About t h ree  colored grocery s t o r e s .  Yeah. Fellow by the  name of 
Johnny Thomas run a l i t t l e - b i t t y  one-horse s t o r e  out  t h e r e  on Stewart  
S t r e e t  and another  man by t h e  name of M r .  . . . what is  h i s  name . . . h e ' s  
down t h e r e  on Twelfth S t r e e t  . . . I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  h i s  name. Anyhow, he had 
a grocery s t o r e .  There was a l o t  of ca rpen te r s  here.  People  who had 
l e a r n t ,  bowed t r ades ,  but  they wasn't  very a p t  t o  get  a job on these  b i g  
bui ld ings .  ~ h e y ' d  pick up work, j u s t  l i k e  ~ o u ' d  have them do something you 
need, but no b ig  bus iness .  

Q: One th ing ,  they weren't  i n  t h e  union. 

A: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Had a hard time ge t ing  i n  t h e  union. Had 
t o  go t o  some o the r  p l ace  and g e t  i n  t h e  union and be t r a n s f e r r e d  here.  

Q: Tha t ' s  what t h i s  man was t h a t  d ied  here ;  he was a plumber, t h i s  black 
plumber. 

A: Banks. 

Q: Banks. 
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A: He had t o  go t o  Chicago and g e t  i n  t h e  union. 

Q: How did  you g e t  i n  t h e  union? 

A: Well, I was t e l l i n g  you my b ro the r  was a foreman f o r  Sangamo Construct ion 
and i n  order--af ter  I went t o  work out  there--in o rde r  t o  hold a job, why 
they had t o  g ive  m e  permission t o  j o i n  the  union, o r  e l s e  they 'd have t o  
l a y  m e  o f f .  

Q: And so he was i n  t h e  union? 

A: H e  was a l r eady  . . . he w a s  a c h a r t e r  member. 

Q: I s e e .  Was t h e r e  any o the r  bus inesses  bes ides  grocery s t o r e s ?  

A: You mean f u r n i t u r e ?  

Q: I mean, Negro bus inesses?  I t h i n k  you named some grocery s t o r e s ,  
t h ree .  

A: Well, s e v e r a l  people was t r y i n g  t o  run a r e s t a u r a n t  a s  [ a ]  bus iness .  A 
pool h a l l ,  and Amos Duncan run t h e  Pekin Theater .  

Q: Amos who? 

A: Amos Duncan. 

Q: Uh-huh. Now, i s  he r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Duncan t h a t  they named the  Legion 
Post a f t e r ?  Amos Duncan? You know, t h e  . . . 
A: The Legion? Yeah. And, we l l ,  Major Duncan was a Colonel i n  t h e  Amy. 

Q: Oh, he was O t i s .  

A: O t i s  Duncan was a Colonel i n  t he  Army, 'cause t h i s  Amos Duncan, h i s  
widow l i v e s  t h e r e  on Twelfth and Monroe i n  t h a t  b i g  white  house, frame 
house. You know, M r s .  Phoebe Duncan. 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  h i s  widow. H e  had pool  h a l l s ,  and t h a t  Pekin Theater ,  
too. And was you here  . . . I know you wasn't  . . . 1 was gonna . . . was 
you he re  when M r s .  Feniwade run t h a t  fune ra l  home t h e r e  where Walker's . . 

Q: No. 

A: And they had a f e l l ow by the  name of . . . 
Q: Who w a s  t h a t ?  Feniwade? 

A: Feniwade. 
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Q: Wade. 

A: Wade, Wade. 

Q: Wade, Feniwade. 

A: And then,  you know t h e r e  was another  one he re  by t h e  name of Carpenter? 

Q: Yes, I was he re .  

A: You remember? 

Q: Yeah, I remember Carpenter.  

A: Well, he was i n  bus iness .  

Q: And the  white  came in?  

A: Yeah. 

A: And t h e r e  was one down on Second S t r e e t ,  I mean, before  you g e t  to--right 
a t  t he  a l l e y  on Second S t r e e t  a f t e r  you leave  Washington by t h e  name of 
Roden. 

A: H e  was a colored undertaker .  

A: But t h a t ' s  about all I know, r e a l l y .  

Q: Uh-huh. And what about . . . when d i d  Leon s t a r t  h i s  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n ,  
because so f a r  as Spr ing f i e ld  i s  concerned now, I t h i n k  h i s  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  
is t h e  only black f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  t h a t  they have t h a t ' s  doing any kind of 
bus iness  now, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A: Yeah, t h a t  I know o f .  I worked f o r  him i n  1914, so  i t ' s  been q u i t e  a  
while.  

A: I d i d n ' t  work f o r  him long, bu t  I worked f o r  him i n  1914. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: But he d i d n ' t  never pay nothing,  reason he couldn ' t  keep no he lp .  
 hat's the  reason. He wanted you t o  s i n g  a song and dance, too;  and no 
pay. So I decided t o  j u s t  s i n g  and not  g e t  no pay. 

Q: I see .  And, of course,  you have doc to r s  and you have barbers  and so  
£0 r t h ?  
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A :  Yeah. And we d i d  have a lawyer, a fe l low by t h e  name of Lawyer Gibbs, 
and Lawyer Williams. Yeah. Gibbs would put you on the  b r i c k s ,  too. H e  
was a lawyer, wore a b i g  s t raw h a t  l i k e  he was going t o  a hay f i e ld  every 
day i n  t h e  summer. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure. And he had p ig  grease  from he re  t o  t he  door.  But he knowed h i s  
law. But he learned  h i s  . . . s tud ied  t o  be a lawyer  i n  t h e  c o a l  mine. 

Q: Oh? 

A :  Be go t  h i s  t h e  hard way. 

Q:  What about Lawyer Davis? Clarence Davis? H e  was a lawyer here ,  too.  

A: Would-be lawyer. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A :  'Cause when my wife  got  i n ju red  ou t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  fa i rgrounds ,  he so ld  
us  ou t ,  and I a i n ' t  never had no use f o r  him s ince .  'Cause she  d i d n ' t  have 
no job, I was on r e l i e f ,  he so ld  us  out .  H e  ac t ed  l i k e  t o  me he was hungry. 
That ' s  j u s t  t h e  way I t o l d  him. I s a i d ,  "You so ld  us  out .  I know it." 
And the  h o s p i t a l  wasn't pa id ,  and then they  tried t o  make me pay i t .  I 
t o l d  them I never s igned no papers t o  put my wife  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and 
amusement a t  t h e  s t a t e  fa i rgrounds  put  he r  i n  t h e r e  and paid one hundred 
d o l l a r s  on t h e  b i l l .  And then they thought they'd p in  t h a t  o t h e r  on me. 

Q: And you d i d n ' t  pay i t ?  

A :  No. I d i d n ' t  owe it. Why would I pay i t ?  I r e a l i z e d  they 'd done 
s e r v i c e  f o r  my wife ,  but why would I pay i t  when somebody e l s e  had s igned 
t o  put  her  i n  t he re?  They d i d n ' t  have nothing on me, and I kept  my s h i r t  
c lean  a l l  t he  way through, d i d n ' t  pay nothing. No s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  pay nothing. 
I knowed i t  should have been paid,  bu t  how i n  t h e  world was  I gonna pay i t ?  

Q: Well, you d i d n ' t  owe it. Well. 

A: She was i n  t h e r e  very near  t h r e e  months. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Very near t h r e e  months. 

Q:  Well, I c e r t a i n l y  thank you very much f o r  t h i s  time t h a t  we have spent .  
And I a m  going t o  make up t h i s  and i f  I th ink  of anymore, I ' d  like t o  s t o p  
i n  some o the r  time and t a l k  with you. 

A: Well, you see ,  I belong t o  Pa t ton  Turner now. I ' m  s o r r y ,  but t h a t  
won't work. I might g e t  a job now and then,  and t h a t ' s  l i k e  you asked me 
when I ' d  be home, i f  you can a s k  me t h a t  again.  
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Q: Yeah. 

A: Let t hese  young f o l k s  know what t he  o l d e r  folks has  went through. 

Q: Yeah. 

A: Everything t h a t  a i n ' t  g l i t t e r s  wasn't gold.  

Q: Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: Im glad i t  a i n ' t .  I ' d  l e t  them know the  va lua t ion  of t h e  d o l l a r .  

Q:  hat's r i g h t .  

A: Huh? 

Q: That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A:  Everything t h a t  g l i t t e r s  a i n ' t  gold.  I know when t h e r e  was only two 
colored ch i ld ren  i n  t h i s  Hazel D e l l  School ou t  here .  

Q:  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A:  Two. Had one room, two colored people. M e  f i v e  and a  ha l f  years  o ld  
and my o l d e s t  b ro ther  was j u s t  about s i x  years  old.  So you know white  
f o l k s  has been on the  top a good while ,  but  Papa bought Car l  a  twenty cent  
baseba l l  ba t  and he t o l d  him, "Whenever they got too  t h i c k ,  t h i n  them out  
wi th  t h a t  baseba l l  bat ."  I mean, you only had t o  knock one boy cold.  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

End of Tape 


