
PREFACE 

This m u s c r i p t  was mde possible by a grant fromthe I l l inois  
Bicentennial Conwdssion. It is the product of tape-recorded interviews 
conducted by Rev. N. L. McF'herson f o r t h e  Oral History Offfce during 
the spring of 1974. LaDonna Monge transcribed the tapes; Kay Mackan 
audited and edited the transcripts. 

Alice Walker M m t i n ,  one of nine children, was born February 7, 
1889 on her fatherf s farm near Rochester, I l l inois .  She was educated 
at the one-room Forest Gmve school near Rochester and during her youth 
spent periods of tire in  the horns of black Springfieldians. She was 
l a t e r  employed as a domstic in the homes of several Springfield families. 

k 1917 she mrded Jess P. Martin; they were the parents of four 
children, and raised several foster children. For years Mrs. Pkrtin 
assisted her husband i n  the greenhouse of which he was co-owner. A mrher 
of the Union Baptist Church, she was active i n  several church p u p s .  She 
was a m h e r  of Estella Chapter No. 3 of the Order of Eastern Star, and 
active on the local, s t a te  and national levels of the Colored Womnfs Club. 
Mrs. lkrtin died on March 20, 1975, in Sprhgfleld, I l l inois .  

Mrs. Martints lllermir includes reminiscences of her l i f e  on the farm 
and of the rural school and church which she attended. She recalls  the 
Springfield Race Rlot of 1908, and her own experiences with racia l  prejudice, 
discrimination and segregation. She recounts her hvolmmnt  i n  social 
and clvic groups,.and poli t ical  work in  Springfield. Mrs. Martin loved 
t o  travel  and rerrdnisces about her t r l p s  i n  the United States, t o  Canada 
and t o  Europe. 

Readers of t h i s  o ra l  history mmir should bear In mlnd that it is 
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor so&t t o  preserve the info-, conversational s tyle that is 
inherent in such historical  sources. San-n State University is  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memir, nor for  views expressed 
therein; these are for  the reader t o  judge. 

'Jhe m u s c r i p t  m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  not be 
reproduced in whole o r  i n  part by any means, electronic or  mechanical, 
without permission in  writing f'mm the Oral History Office, San@;am3n 
State University , Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 
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Mrs. Alice Mast in ,  March 8, 19 74, SprlngfTeld, I l l inois .  
Rev. N e a l  L. McPnerson, Interviewer. 

I Q. Mrs. Martin, were youborn in Springfield? 

A. No, Rochester vicinity, ten  miles southeast of here. 

Q. Now, when did you come t o  Springfield? 

A. Well, I lived in Springfield off and on with different folks ever 
since I was about seven years old. 

I Q. Could you mrre some of the places you have lived i n  Springfield? 

A. Well, I stayed with Mrs. Abner Nailer. A t  that  t i m e  M r .  Nailer was-- 
I think he was a cook at the Leland Hotel. She was giving rre music lessons 
and I stayed with them quite a while. Then I stayed with Mrs. Jennie McClain; 
she Lived on North Fifth. Tnen l a t e r  on, I think I w a s  about sixteen, I 
lived with Mrs. and lW . Duncan-that was Colonel Otis B . Duncan s mther  . 
Q. Now, i s  this the colonel that  the [&l"Pcan Legion Post is  . . . 

I A. Tne I l l ino i s  833. 

Q. The Legion Post? 

A. Tne I l l ino i s  833, yes, he was over that .  

I Q. How long did you l ive  with them? 

I A. Oh, I stayed with them, I guess about off and on, three or four years. 

Q. Could you t e l l  me anything about them? For instance, living with them, 
what l i f e  w a s  like for  you? 

A. Tney were d & t y  f'ine Christian people. A l l  that  I have lived with i s  
Christian folks. They were supposed t o  be the educators of the ci ty;  you 
know, they was w e l l  educated. A l l  I can say is they was just rfL&ty flne 
folks.  

I Q. And you stayed in their  horre while you were taking music from her? 

A. Mrs. Abner Nailer, yes. And then after ,  oh, I guess a f t e r  three o r  four 
years I was employed i n  service. 

I Q. You were ewloyed in the service? 

I A. In--what would I c a l l  i t ?  Well, I guess you'd c a l l  that  . . . 
Q. Now was that  . . . 
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A. . . . working with people in homs. 

Q. Oh, you were enployed. I see. Was th is  domstic? 

A. Domstic, yes. That's what I wanted t o  say.  

Q. For whom did you work? 

A. Well, for  several people. For the Ridgelys, McCleary, and the kve lys .  
Well, just  several people. The Colemm--they both w e r e  bamkers. And of 
c o m e ,  Ridgely i n  the National Bank. They was all the prominent people 
of Sprbgfield . 
Q. Now, did you l ive  any other place besides with the Duncans? 

A. Well, I ' d  come in t o  s tay with aunties. 

Q. Where did they l ive?  

A. South Fourteenth. M r .  and Mrs. Thorns Watts; Mrs. Watts was w auntie. 

Q. How long did you l ive  with them? 

A. Well, I wouldn't say tha t  I lived with them very long. I would corn 
i n  and stay as long as It d choose and just, you know, kind of visit l ike .  

Q. Oh, you cam t o  visit and then you went back how? 

A. Yes. I would go back and forth all the the ,  anyway, even with the other 
folks. 

Q. Now, what about school--mere did you go t o  school? 

A. In the country school, Rochester vicinity. 
I 

i 

Q. What was the narne of your school? I 
A. Forest Grove. I 
Q. About how mny students did you have at the school there? 

A. Well, we had one room but at one t i r ~  we had eighty children in that mom. 
O f  course, at that  school a f t e r  the eighth wade, they taught two years of 
hi@ school, which I a f f i l i a t ed  with the two years. 

Q. So, when you went t o  the school out there, did you @;o t o  high school out 
there, too? 

A. No, they e v e  the courses i n  the school. We had professors t o  come, see. 

A. Well, no, som of them wasn't from Springfield; I can't renmber where 
they w e r e  from. But you see, we farmrs couldn't afford t o  send--or didn't 
want t o  send--the boys off  t o  school, so the faculties hired the best teachers 
that  they could and they taught the two years there. 
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Q. Now, who p a d  fo r  it? 

A. I guess the board-the school board. 

Q. me board of education? 

A. Ch, yes. 

Q. D i d  your parents . . ; 
A. Yes, we paid for  the two yems. 

Q. Did your parents ask the bomd t o  do t h i s  fo r  t he i r  . . . 
A. The parents, yes. 

Q. Was there any reason why the students didn't core in to  Springfield t o  
go t o  the high school? 

A. Well, since they could do tha t ,  the children could go t o  hi& school 
and then they 'd have more tlm t o  work i n  the f ields,  don't you know. 

Q. So was that ,  then, just two years of high school . . . 
A. That s all I had; tha t  ' s a l l  I had because . . . 
Q. No, I 1 m  not talking about what you had. Was that  what w s t  children . . . 
A. Yes, at tha t  particular tim . 
Q. Both blacks and whites? 

A. Yes, but of course, we were the only colored a t  that  ti=. We were the 
only colored folk for--and then brotherls children-see, we were the only 
colored out Ln tha t  vicinity. 

Q. So you worked on the farm and then you went t o  hi@ school? 

A. That's ri&t. 

Q. Did you have any brothers o r  s i s t e r s?  

A. C&, yes. I have five s i s t e r s  and three brothers. 

Q. Are they all living? 

A. No. 

Q. You have sow  that  are L i v i n g ,  thou@? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. They live here i n  Springfield? 

A. One s i s t e r  llves here and the other two l ive  in Wcagp. 
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Q. What's your s i s t e r ' s  narne that  l ives  here? 

A. Mrs. Laura Brooks. Do you want the other 's m s ?  

Q. Well, you could, yes. 

A. Well, Miss Evon Hanell i n  C h i c a ~  and Mrs. Louise Jackson i n  Chicago. 

Q. Now, so far as grocery stores. Did you have grocery stores out there 
i n  the Rochester vicfnity? 

A. No, we would trade at Rochester, Sprhgfield or  New City. 

Q. New Ci ty  is south of Rochester? 

A. Is south of Rochester, and it w a s  five miles south of our farm. And 
Rochester was, oh, I think Rochester was seven miles and Springfield was 
ten. So we traded, I think, with--our f i r s t  papers corn f"rom Springfield. 

Q. You man your newspapers? 

A. Newspapers. 

Q. How often did you all @ t o  the grocery store? Once a week, once every 
two weeks? 

A. Well, I think once a week. 

Q. Just about l ike  they do now? 

A. Well, just the same; it don't vary very mch. I f  we needed anything, 
we got it. 

Q. Now, so far as drug stores-what did you a l l  do fo r  drug stores? 

A. Well, for  twenty years we were so heallthy we did not need any doctors. 
And we always. . . . Oh yes, our first w a s  D r .  Southwick, S-O-U-T-H-W-I-C-K. 
D r .  Southwick,and I think he's s t i l l -or  somonels still out south here. 
What do they call that?  

Q. Where was his offlce? 

A. Let rn see. I can't c a l l  it t o  save l i f e  right now. 

Q. Well, It m y  corn t o  you. So, you al l  were so healthy you didn't have 
t o  go t o  the dxmg store too much, nor t o  the doctor? 

A. No, no. 

Q. Now, when people got sick, did they come t o  Springfield t o  the hospital? 

A. Let ~IE see. I disremrrber. I can't rerrenber. I think one of nly s i s t e r s  
had a fever and I don't mmrrber now whether they--*. Ware was our doctor, 
but he was in town here. And D r .  Southwick, I know he. . . . I forget just  
who doctored, or  whether they just to ld  the doctor and they sent r ~ d l c i n e  for 
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the fever. I think tha t ' s  what they done. 

Q. You don't remrber a doctor ever coming t o  your horn? 

A. Well, I ~merrS3er a doctor coming but I think it was D r .  Southwick. 

Q. Now, what about theatres or  thin@ l ike  tha t?  Did you a l l  go t o  the 
mvies in your yomg days? 

A. No. We were doing w e l l  to--my parents, we 'd corm t o  town. . . . You 
know the Elnancipation Proclamtion? Well, we would [corne on E$ranclpation 
Day] and then fo r  the fair. Because we kept pretty busy, I rean in mst 
of our days. And after we were along about seventeen o r  eighteen, don't 
you how, then we'd corn t o  church. 

Q. Now, what was a day l ike  for  you? I man, what time would you get up 
i n  the day; what was your work? 

A. You  an on the farm? Well, we got up a t  four o'clock in the mrning 
when we were able t o ,  you know. I remnber I had--I'm the fourth oldest 
and I d i d n ' t  rrdnd working, and when uy two older ones would probahly be 
out taking care of the fowl o r  somthing, I ' d  be straightening around i n  
the house. And at five years old, I know I-QT mthe r  said that  I could sweep 
as good as a grown-up. So I learned t o  work quite early. Tnen l a t e r  on, 
you see, we had t o  m i l k  the cows. We had t o  take care of them and i f  they 
had calves, we had t o  take care of thew-put them separate i n  the pen and 
see that they were. . . . And then we would @her eggs o r  look a f t e r  the 
fowl, somthirg like tha t ,  don't you know. Tnen keep the premises outside 
clean. We always had somthing t o  do; there wasn't a dul l  marent. men 
lbther  put i n  a lovely @den and we had that  t o  take care of and we could 
do it very well. 

Q. So you would get up about four o l clock? 

A. Oh yes, we'd get up at four o'clock in the morning. 

Q. And you would work mti l  about what t be?  What t i r e  did you have 
breakfast? 

A. Well, we'd have it, I ' d  say, about 5:30 a.m. Then we'd do our chores. 
After we got large enough t o  pg  t o  school--see, we had a mile and three- 
quarters t o  go t o  school, so we had t o  have that  work done. And with [getting 
in]  wood and chips and cobs and things--you know, t o  f'umish the heat-- 
because Mother had a l o t  t o  do, so we had all  of tha t  t o  do. And then [we 'dl 
f i x  our lunch buckets and hike out t o  the school. And then four o'clock 
when they1 d let out, we Id get horn and the cows were t o  be taken care of 
and e&p t o  mther  and chickens t o  feed, ducks and turkeys and geese--every- 
thing l ike  that. 

Q. And what t im did you have dinner? 

A. Well, at school, naturally, we'd l e t  out at twelve o'clock and we'd a l l  
have our lunch. So at horn, the regular tw-twelve o'clock. 

Q. The evening meal? 
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A. Oh, the evening ma1 . Well, about 6 : 00 o r  6 : 30. 

Q. And what t im did you all go t o  bed? 

A. Well, when our work w a s  done. 

Q. Is that  riat. (laughter) 

A. Sornetws hbther would be busy; she would be probably sewing, mking-- 
you how, those days they had carpet, rag carpets. And I know a l o t  of 
times wefd have t o  sit up and help her. And mybe i f  they--it always seemd 
l ike  there was a baby i n  the family--well, there was a l o t  of t h h g s  t o  be 
taken care of .  So we would help. Weld get t o  bed when our work was done, 

Q. That was about what--eight, nine olclock? 

A. Well, tha t ' s  ri@t. 

Q. Now, your father would get up and . . . 
A. Yes, he worked in the f ie ld .  He @t up early i n  the mrning and he would 
go t o  the ban?--and the boys--and they'd have the homes to,  you know, the 
stock t o  take care of. 

Q. What s ize  f'am did you have? 

A. We had one hundred thirty-three acres. 

Q. I imgjne t h i s  takes sow t k  t o  cultivate? 

A. Well, it taken al l  of the i r  t i r n e  i n  the f ield.  You know, those days-- 
i f  you masure by the way they till a famn of today, you wonder how they did 
walk f r o m  one end [of the field] t o  the other and get done what they did. 
So you see, they had walking plows. You know what I mean, they walked. 

Q. What did you cultivate on your farm besides the stock? 

A. Well, we had wheat, corn, oats and rye and cane. dad was a fine mlasses 
maker. 

Q. Is that piat. 

A. And he did it fo r  others. We had the winder and the vats, you bow, 
and everythhg. We had everything. And he could certainly rrake sor&m. 

Q. Is this the grinder that  he has t o  use a mule on? 

A. A horse. 

Q. They use a horse, yes, t o  pp around. D i d  you eat much of the sor&wn? 

A. Whew, did we. (laughter) You see, his  father cam fYom Kentucky, and 
I don't think the re f s  amybody can mke any sor@um bet ter  than the Kentuckians. 
And he sure had made many a barrel of sorghum. 
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Q. What part  of KentucQ did his father core f r o m ?  

A. Louisville. 

Q. When you reaped the crop, what did you al l  do with it? For instance 
the corn, the rye, the . . . 
A. Well, he' d always save his seed corn. And he had a barn; he had bins 
for everything l ike  corn, h is  oats, and thin@;; l ike  that . And he always 
raised h i s  seed corn. We had a lovely, lovely place; it was just beautiful. 
We children, I do remrrber that we would--we had everything on that  farm 
that  you wanted in the bemy l ine  and everything. We had rmple trees.  We . . . 
Q. Did he take it t o  rnxket3 

A. Oh, yes, yes. 

Q. Where did you do mst of your marketing? 

A. Springfield and Rochester, but mstly Springfield. 

Q. When he brought it t o  Springfield, did he have a place where he would 
s e l l  it or  would he Just take it t o  the mrket  and people would come and 
buy srrall amounts? 

A. Well now, we children-we girls-wouldn't know much about that  because 
we wouldn't come with him, only when they come t o  get groceries. And I 
m h e r  coming with him quite early i n  a big wagon. See, we 'd corn--well, 
we did have a two-wheel cart and then the spring wagon, but i f  he wanted t o  
get something kind of large, don't you know, he would use the big wagon. 

Q. I irragine tha t  would be an enjoyable ride. 

A. Well, it was. Children, you know, youngsters don't [erne], just so they're 
riding. And I can remrrber that  when Springfield--I think it seems l ike it 
was Capital was the only paved s t ree t .  

Q. Is that  ri@t. 

A. But you see, we've gone so much and traveled so much, we kind of get 
away fkom-unless you write those things. . .. -. But I remember that  we didn't 
have but one paved s t ree t .  And hitching posts, You see, you drived up t o  
the hitching post and hitched your horses. On Fir th Street,  it was down on 
Fi f th  and Pbme o r  Capital. And then, I think on Ninth Street,  we had 
watering t m w s  and tkiw like  tha t .  

Q. For the a M s ?  

A. Yes, oh, yes. 

Q. Do you know about when they stopped the watering troMs? 

A. Well, l e t  m see. You see, we didn't get t o  core t o  town so often because 
we didn t have no need, you how. And when the f m r s  worked so hard, they 
wouldn't fool with a whole l o t  of children. ( l a w t e r )  And we had no need 
t o  corn t o  town un t i l  we dfd want t o  g p  t o  church. Now, we did have a l i t t l e  
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church out there. 

Q. Oh, you did. 

A. Oh, yes. I renmber when I was just three years old, s i s t e r  used 
t o  pig@-back m acmss the stubble-field because the stubbles hurt my 
ankles. So we would go t o  this l i t t l e  church. It was a wd&ty fine 
church, and of course, we had white teachers. 

Q. What kind of church w a s  i t ?  

A. It was just a church; I think it was Methodist. Just i n  geneml, you 
know, it . . . 
Q. Now,this w a s  a white church? 

A. Oh, well . . . 
Q. Because you were the only . . . 
A. We were tawt by white teachers. So there wasn't no other . . . 
Q. Sunday school teachers? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Because you were the only black family out there. 

A. That's riet. A s  far as segremtion, those folks were educated people 
and the colored didn't bother. See, we were treated very, very good. 
Because there was the Herndons and the Tobins which are i n  town now. 

&. Oh, I see, they used t o  live out there. 

A. Well, yes. And then, of course, there was sorne cousins of Herndons that  
were here in town. And the Blakeleys. And you how, German people as a ru le ,  
too--they had a l o t  of German people and they are very, very nice people. 
We had no trouble with the landowners and they were landowners. But you l e t  
somone c a m  i n  that would work for  them, then they'd be a l i t t l e  hissed. 
But they . . . 
Q. The workers would be, but not the owners? 

A. No, no. They were fine people. 

Q. When you pt a l i t t l e  older you cam in to  Springfield t o  church o r  what? 

A. Oh, yes. Then when I cam t o  Springfield and went into service, I visi ted 
a l l  the churches i n  town t o  see which one would I like best. And SO I found 
Union [Baptist Church] and that  w a s  i n  1909, I think, and I've been there 
ever since. 

Q. Where was Union located then? 

A. Twelfth and Mason. 
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Q. Was the= any other church n e m y ?  

A. Yes. That was the easiest for  r~ t o  gt t o  because I 1lke it bet ter .  
Later on a f t e r  we mved t o  town, of course, there was Pleasant~.Gmve [Baptist 
Church] and there was Gmce AME and, of course, S t .  Paul [AME] was pretty 
close. New Hope was a l i t t l e  -her because it w a s  up on Cmente r  Street,  
I think. 

Q. Now, what about Zion [Baptist Cnurch]? 

A .  Yes, Zion was there, of course. 

Q. Now, what year did you mve t o  Springfield when you le f t  the farm? 

A. Let re see. I don't recall because I was i n  and out. L e t  re see. 

Q. About how old were you? 

A. I was eighteen. 

Q. You were eighteen when you l e f t .  I see. And you left t o  do some work. 
Did the people tha t  you worked for when you cam t o  town--were these people 
very nice t o  you? 

A. Qh, yes. (chuckles) Yes. I was talking about segre@tion-I can't 
remder when segrqgtion real ly begin in Springfield. I do know when folks 
b e w  t o  migrate, and there was a l i t t l e  disturbance there i n  1908. But, you 
see, I was s t i l l  on the farm i n  1908. 

Q. Oh, you were still on the farm. I wonder i f  we could talk about that 
som. You know that  has becorne known as the Race Riot. 

A. Yes. 

Could you te l l  somthing about that  ? 

A. Well, other than. . . . The way it started? 

Q. Well, what you know about it. Do you know how it got started? 

A. Well, I think there was a Caucasian woman that  implicated that a white-- 
a race--- had distrmbed her and so that  s t i r red up the folks and they f o m d  
what you would c a l l  a m b  . And it seem, thou&, it wasn l t  a l l  of Springfield. 
It was out around the vfcinity. 

Q. You man the mb? 

A. Yes. And so it was somone that  hew of the intemrarriage-the race. . . . 
One o f t h e  old fellows-he was ei&ty-some-odd years old--Mr. Donnegan, his 
wife was a Caucasian. So they-I think they hung him. And then they t r i ed  
t o  bum the Union Baptist Church. Destroy. the Negro property--thatls what 
they were [thinking], I think. But at that  t i lne most of the folks were renting 
tha t  property. ( l a m t e r )  

Oh, so they own it. 
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A. No. (laughter) They were m s t l y  renting. And that ' s  what amused 
we, the people. 

Q. But, of course, t he i r  household pods  belongd t o  them, so they might 
have los t  that .  

A.  Well, however, they t r i ed  t o  burn the Union Church but they did not. 

Q. Do you know why they didn't? 

A. Yes. A t  l eas t  they toTd m; I didn't see it w i t h  rrly o m  eyes but folks 
that knew it--grown-ups. There w a s  one m, and he must have corn fYom the 
southern parSt of our country, and he saw t o  it--he wt his  group together-- 
and he saw t o  it that  they didn't make any headway towards bwning the church 
down. So I think mst of the . . . 
Q. Do you know how he did it? Did they se t  watch o r  how did they do it? 

A. Well, they watched and they were prepared. And every t fm one or  any 
nwriber would go t o  the church with anything t o  destroy, l ike  f i r e  or  som- 
thing, they would f e l l  them, see. They would just shoot them down. So 
they didntt hurt only about M r .  Donnegan and, I think, lW. Burton. And then 
I think an infant died i n  the a f f m y .  

Q. Oh, is that  fight? 

A. Thatts ri@t. And the property that  they destroyed did not belong t o  
the people who lived i n  the places. 

Q. I see. Well, did you hear of a man by the nam of M r .  Loper who had 
the restaurant? 

A. Yes, I've heard of him, but not much. It didn't register  much with us 
because we were listening. Because at the t i r n e  mther  was a t  a convention 
i n  Rock Island and dad w a s  in town--he'd just went t o  town. We didn't 
know just what--we children didn't know just  how far people would get t o  our 
horn, ten  miles. But we wamft too ascared at all. We just--we were on the 
lookout. 

Q. What did you do? When you say you were on the lookout, what did you a l l  do? 

A. ( l a w t e r )  Well, we were always t a w t ,  Don't run f r o m  a mb.  Because 
there wouldn't be no need, and we only had one l i f e  and [we learned], *otect 
yourself with that  one l i f e .  So, if--you see, why, just take brother with 
you, whoever it is. See, take one. Because Dad and Pbm always taught us ,  
Don't m. So we were prepared, and we wasn't ascared at all. 

Q. What did you do t o  prepam yourself? 

A. Well, I how Dad had several r i f l e s  i n  the closet. A storm, a kind of 
a windstorm care up. And we always had t o  camy our water from the spring; 
we had a spring on our farm. So t h i s  bucket of water was s i t t i n g  on the 
back pmch covered up, and t h i s  wind blew this top off of the bucket and the 
bucket f e l l .  
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Cousin Lou from Louisville was staying with us. Cousin Lou, she ran t o  
hide. And I, being the oldest one there, I gave I think it was three 
guns-let s see. Ed and Bess and I had one and I gave. . . . Yes, four 
guns. So I gave each one a gun and I said, 'Now, when I t e l l  the youngst 
one t o  open the door," I says, "when I say shoot-shoot . 'I Because we 
t h o w t  it was the rmbbers. And so the child opened the door and we was 
ready t o  shoot and then when I looked down and saw the bucket of water, 
naturally, we a l l  had t o  lam, don1 t you know, because, why, we was looking 
for  people. But we wasnf t afraid. 

out; though? 

A. No, they didn't get tha t  far. They didn't get out in what we c a l l  
Goose Prairie here in  Springfield, because they w a s  ready fo r  them out there, 
too. 

Q. Where's Goose Prairie? 

A. Well, that  was out, l ike,  East Kansas [Street] and out i n  there--East 
Kansas and Clay and down out further east .  

Q. Are we taLking then about, say, about Eighteenth Street east . . . 
A. Yes, east.  That's ri&t. 

Q . So you called tha t  Goose Prairie.  

A. Yes. That's what they called it. 

Q. But, so far as you how, the mb didn't go i n  that  sectfon of town? 

A. No, they didn't get that  far. They t e l l  ~ n e  they was pretty well barricaded 
out that  way, t h o w t .  They were just  cautious. 

Q. The people there were ready t o  protect themelves? 

A. QI, yes, they was ready t o  protect themelves. 

Q. Do you know about how many white people wt kil led,  o r  did they say? 

A. I heard, now--I don't know how true it is-that one of o w  mr t i c ians  
here said that  it would have been bet ter  for  them t o  have left; the Negroes 
alone, because they had t o  bury t h e i r  dead at niat. And we do know that  
a f t e r  the r i o t  we saw m r e  people hopping and crippling, with bandages you 
know, and everything. Yes. 

Q. W a s  this a white o r  black mortician? 

A. They were white because . . . 
Q. White mrt ic ian?  

A. . . . they didn't hurt many; they w a s  only three colored, as I say. 
And if there w a s  any rmre colored, we dLd not hear about it a t  leas t .  
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Q. So far as you know, were the black people frightened? 

A. No, not at all. No. That's the reason why I say that they were well 
prepared. 

Q. I man, I know i n  Goose Prairie they were prepared, but . . . 
A. Up near around the church and up on Mason? 

Q. Yes, up around Mason. 

A. No, they didn t seem t o  be too mny that .  . . . Naturally, when you-- 
you know, they rrd@j?t have been just a l i t t l e  f r i a t e n e d  but not afraid, see. 

Q. Now, did you knm, o r  have you he&, that  there were n-my blacks who 
left Springfield because of tha t?  Do you know i f  'chis is so o r  not? 

A. No, I didn't know, didn't pay much attention t o  any or  rrany that  left. 
Now, there i~Q@t have been but none Wfthh bowledge. I don't know but 
one, and so. . . . 
Q. So af'ter this r i o t ,  what w a s  l i f e  l ike  for  the people? 

A. Well, I don't know. We didn't see mch change. I think everything 
cooled down pretty good but we did try t o  keep a watch and we found out 
tha t  it was all a rrdstake and it wasn't the colored rran at a11 because 
the of f'spring was white. 

Q. What did they do t o  the worn? 

A. Well, I: don't know. They had a trial. O f  course a t  that t im,  you know, 
it didn't register  much with us, you see, and when we found out it w a s  just 
all  a mistake and the w o w  w a s  t rying t o  protect herself f"rom her husband. . . . 
But we found out that  it. . . . CPI, at that  t im there was somthing--I 
don't know whether he left  her o r  what he a d ,  but anyway it cooled down. 

Q. Did she confess that  it wasn't a black person? 

A: Yes, I thFnk she did. 

Q. Do you know who rebuilt  the places that  were broken down and burned down? 

A. No, I didn't learn that .  I didn't learn the nams because, as I said, 
it didn't register  with us children. A t  least we didn't. . . . We do know 
that  mst of the folks rented, and so. . . . 
Q. Now, i s  there anything else  you can mmnber about the r i o t ?  

A. As I said, I t h o w t  it had cooled off pretty ~ o d  because people began 
t o  get back t o  normal, you know. They didn't let it worry them too much. I 
never saw where there was m h  s e p g i t i o n  until af'ter tha t .  There was a 
few people that would probably, you know, scorn the N e p  race, but I think 
it was pre t ty  good. 

Q. Is that  r ight .  
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A. O f  course, we do bow that  there 's  sep&izt ion  mst any place. And 
there's a few people that  just can't get along with anyone but theirselves. 
But with us-I t e l l  you that I can't remrrber just being r e a l l y  segregated, 
because I didn't gel t o  these schools and IQT coushs and them that  did go, 
they paduated and got along very well. 

Q. Your cousins that  went t o  high school here i n  town? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But so far as you are concerned, you didn't corne up across too much . . . 
A. Too much, no. 

Q. So the r i o t  was over; things got back t o  normal; you stayed on the farm. 
Now, at what; a= did you mve into Springfield for  good? 

A. Well, when mther-when was it she corn t o  town? Let's see. I forget 
when she carre t o  town. 

Q. Well, about how old were you? 

A. &, when I cam t o  town I was sixteen. You how, I was here before she 
cane. 

You cam, but you went back horne, didn't you, and then came back? 

Well, I went back and forth. 

But you don 't quite remerrber the year when your mther  l e f t  the farm? 

No, I don't h o w .  

Had your father died then? 

No. 

So your m the r  and father cam t o  town, then? 

Ybther separated and then the dad stayed on the fm. 

Oh, I see. So you cam t o  town. How would you cempare l i f e  on the famn 
t o  l i f e  in the ci ty? 

A. Well, we Uked the farm Ufe . Because, as fo r  qyself, I 'm a lover of 
~~s and fawl,  you see. The city is' fine but when you have lived on the 
farm and produced mst everything that you utilize, natwally,  there wasn't 
mch want there. ( l a w t e r )  

Q. Tnat rrakes a difference. 

A. I should say. It made a l o t  of difference. 

Q . Did you have a l i t t l e  garden i n  town? 

A. Oh, yes. A t  our f i r s t  l i t t l e  place we had a l i t t l e  p d e n  and when we 
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mved out here i n  . . . 
Q. Where was this  first l i t t l e  place; where w a s  it located? 

A. A t  919 South Seventeenth. 

Q. A t  919 South Seventeenth. So you had a l i t t l e  garden? 

A. Yes. We had a Brden and we had fowl; we raised our chickens. And 
then when we mved out &=--I think it was i n  1931 we b u i l t  and mved 
out here. 

Q. We-now, who? 

A. Jess and I. 

4. You and your husband? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, we haven1 t talked about him yet. Now, when was this wand affair-- 
when did you get m i e d ?  

A. In 1917 and he went i n  the service; he was drafted, and I think in s i x  
weeks he was on his way  t o  the camp up here-4- David? Did they cal l  that 
C a p  David? Sorething up here i n  Michigan. 

Q. Is that the one In NLchigan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So how long did he stay up there? 

A. Well, he didn't stay there hardly any t i m ;  I think in  six weeks he was 
sailing for Germany. 

How long did he stay in Gemmy? 

A year. 

So you a l l  were apart a l l  t h i s  t i m .  

Yes, and his oldest da-ter was eight m t h s  old before he ever saw her. 

Is that ri@t. H& mny children do you have? 

I have four. 

Are they living? 

m, yes. 

What are their  m s ?  

Well, there's Frances, bu i se  , and Jess, Jr. , and Hessie Jean. 
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Q. Where do they l ive? 

A. Junior l ives here with m. Hessie lives across the street here, just 
here lately.  She has bought over there. And the other two girls are in 
Chic=. Alice Louise, tha t ' s  the second girl, she's employed by the Sears 
[~oebuck, and ] Corrpany over--well, I think she's ppt the i r  second pin. . . . 
f forget hew rrrany yeam, now. 

Q. For the Sears Company? 

A. Yes. And the other @r l ,  she's just a housewife. 

Q. So a f t e r  the year was up and your husband cam home, what was l i f e  l ike  
for  you a l l ?  

A. Well, it was normal, don't you know. It was busy, seeing tha t  the children 
were i n  school. And of c o m e ,  he was i n  service i n  the greenhouse. He 
worked for.  . . . I think he retired--helped t o  retire--two E n  a t  the 
greenhouse and then a f t e r  that  they b o w t  it. Him and another partner 
b o w t  the greenhouse. 

Q. He was working i n  this greenhouse and he bougtnt it out--he and another 
 ran? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where was the greenhouse located? 

A. Sixteenth and South Grand Avenue, under the rn of L. D. Factor. M r .  
Factor sold t o  him [Mr .  Martin] and Lewis South. 

Q. L e w i s  South? 

A. That ' s ri&t, and he is a Caucasian--he was a Caucasian. And w husband, 
the two bought it out. They were p a r h s r s  then for  about twenty o r  twenty- 
f ive years, sonewheres along there. 

Q. Now he had it for  twenty-five years as part-owner? 

A. Yes. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. The greenhouse, did it continue t o  re& on South Grand? 

A. Yes. And 1 forget, now, the year that  they-I didn't look that  up-- 
that  they sold out. Because it was  pretty hard t o  get help and they were 
getting older. So they mt--you know, they was sa t i s f ied  with the price 
that  was offered and they sold. 

Q. About what munt of business did he do? 

A. Well, now. . . . 
Q. I man, do you have m y  idea about how many, fo r  instance, cabbages did 
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he cultivate per year? 

A. We13 now, you see, there's.  . . . No, I. don't. I wouldntt bow that 
because I forget now how rrmy houses they had. But they had a U t t l e  be t ter  
than, well, I 1d  say a half a block. And they had flowers and plants and 
thin@ l ike  that and vegetable plants. They had a nice business. 

Q. A very .god business then? 

A. &, yes, it was a good business. And Decoration Day we began Mar-ch 
the lst, and all the cemteries--I t h W  they would have so many urns t o  
decorate in the different [ c e ~ t e r i e s ] ,  Oak Ridge and Cavalary and Rochester 
and the other l i t t l e  towns around here. 

Q. They would provide the . . . 
A. Yes. 

Q. Seem l ike  it was a p re t t y  good business. 

A. It was a business. ( l a w t e r )  It w a s  a pretty big business. 

Q. Dld you work with him in this? 

A. Oh yes, oh yes. 

Q. Just what did you do? 

A. Well, when weld first @;o h, natural ly ,  they had beds of plants with 
vegetables and flowers. It would take rru3 some time t o  name the vegetables 
and flowers. But, we'd have t o  take the l i t t l e  plants f h m  the hotbed, you 
would ca l l  it, and put them i n  l i t t l e  pots. And we would do that three 
tims; as the plant g r e w  it would take, you know, one-inch, two-inch or  
three-inch pot. So we1 d have t o  plant them and there w a s  many, miry nwrSsers 
that  we had t o  do. I forget how long o w  rows were--loner than this house-- 
and I forget how many benches. It would take IE sow tiw. I know you've 
been i n  a greenhouse, you probably know. 

Q. yes. 

A. You could estimate easier  than I could. We would have those t o  change, 
as I said, f r o m  an inch pot t o  a two-inch pot o r  three-inch and then six.  
And the p~~an lu r rs  would be l i t t l e  and then t;he other flowers, you know. It 
was quite a b ig  business. 

Q. Now,did you rrake a comfortable living? 

A. 01 yes. 

Q. I man, i f  it s not too much, about what  w a s  your aver- weekly incorre 
f b m  that--on the average? 

A. Well now, just  l e t  m see. You man what r r ~ ~  husband would get? Pe r  week? 

Q. Yes, on the average. 
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A. Well, I think .. they had. . . . We'd get over f i f t y  dollars a week. 

Q. Fifty dollars? That ' s cleared? 

A. Yes. 

Q. His partner would get h i s  share and then they would have t o  take care 
of t he i r  expenses and so forth? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But then as things go on, the business grew? 

A. Qh, yes. A s  tjlre d r e w  on the business, they'd get mre. And then after 
a t h ~  they d take out whatever they--you know. . . . 
Q. How many employees did they have? 

A. Well, I do know at one t im they had eleven. Because, you see, M r .  South 
did mst of the hauling and they'd have t o  haul dirt and f e r t i l i z e r  and the 
l ike  t o  keep things going, don't you know. !Q husband worked on the inside 
and he worked very hard keeping plants and se l l ing  plants , you know. That s 
what we would do. We would plant them, have t o  keep the l i t t l e  plants s i n g  
and when they'd rrature, why, people would corn in  and get plants  for  t he i r  
garden and flowers and things l ike  tha t .  So we had t o  know what we were 
doing, you know. And there was the books t o  be kept s t r a i@t .  

Q. Who kept the books? 

A. Well, they--Mr. South and Mrs. South woad probably keep the books, you 
how, check up. And then w husband would probably go up and help sore. But 
the books they'd leave out in the greenhouse t o  check and write down, why, we 
who were selling would have to.  . . . 
Q. Did you have rrmy white c u s t o ~ r s ?  

A. Oh w, yes. (laughter) Ch, yes. They1 d core in  and a l o t  of them 
wouldn I t  have nobody t o  w a i t  on them but Jess, w husband. They 'd c a l l  for  
him because, you see, he was there and he knew the plants and h e w  what it 
mant while M r .  South kept . . . 
Q. Out, do more outside work? 

A. Well, he had t o  haul the coal. Because, you see, you got t o  keep tha t  
plant going; and then the dirt, there's tha t  t o  be hauled. So he did mstly 
that; but a l o t  of the inside work, too, because they had t o  work together. 
And he was-you wouldnlt wish t o  have a finer person t o  work with. 

Q. That's wonderrW . 
A. It was .  

Q. And so they actually sold t h i s  place when they gpt ready t o  re t i r e?  

A. Oh yes. Yes, because it mt t o  the place where we worrm got. . . . Of 
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course, I quit them before, because I found that  it was giving me rhewratics 
and so I said that  I wouldn't work. And it was just  hard because it w a s  
m s t l y  m n r s  work, you know, because carry ing these pots and carrying di& 
and s tuff  l ike  that is pretty strenuous fo r  a woman. But at the Last when 
they sold out, I went back and I think I was seventy years old when I went 
back t o  help them. And I prayed every day that  I'd-that it wouldnlt k i l l  E. 

Q. But anyway, you look on it now and say that  it was a pretty good business. 

A. It w a s  a Mne business and it was a fascinating business. A business 
that you just want t o  keep doing it, but your strength wonlt l e t  you, you see. 

Q. Naw, about how long have you lived here? 

A. Let r r ~  see; we bu i l t  i n  1931. 

Q Oh, ry fpodness . 'Ihat ls forty-three years. 

A. I think it was, because I ~mnS3er  the youngest kid. 

Q. And you awn it now? 

A. Oh yes, yes. Therels no indebtedness on it at a l l .  I thank the Lord 
fo r  tha t .  Hasn ' t been fo r  som time. 

Q. Is there so= reason why you decided t o  make Springfield your home? 

A. Well, rqy parents were here and mst of w relat ives were here. And i n  
what l i t t l e  traveling I did do, I didn't see anyplace tha t  I would care t o  
l ive.  I don't think I could bet ter  ~ s e l f  any mre than what I have, because 
a f t e r  we n-mried and I-QI husband was i n  the business and family cam on 
and I helped in the business for about thir teen sears, you know. So there 
wasn't no-I didn't see where I could bet ter  r ~ ~ e l f  by &ing any other place 
and I don't think. . . . 
A t  one t i m e  there was a mn cam in and offered to .  . . . He went t o  Gary, 
Indiana, and he halfb~ay had IQI husband sold on going t o  G a r y  but I wouldn't 
leave mthes; she was l iv ing at that  t h ,  and that  is one reason, too-- 
I wouldnlt leave Mother because she really depended on rre mstly, so I wouldnlt 
leave her because she was getting up i n  a e .  I think: she passed at sixty-six. 

A. She passed in 1930, but she w a s  sixty-six when she died. So that  was, 
too, one reason that I wouldn't leave Springfield. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Martin, looking back over what seems t o  be a fascinating l i f e  
for  you, is there any experience tha t  stands out mre than any other for  you? 

A. No. When I was seven years old I always wanted t a  t ravel  and so I said t o  
Pbther one day-they were talking about the rainbow and it had a pot of @ld- 
and I said, 'Well, I want t o  get tha t  pot of aid. l 1  Pbther sald, 'Well, you 
bet ter  start out, walking. And she said, ' ~ o u ' l l  have many a mmtain t o  
~1iri-b.'~ And I t h o w t  it was just (1auater)-to a child, you know, it 
looked llke it was just  on the other side of the barnyard. From then on 
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throm l i f e ' s  travel I said, " I ' m  going t o  see sore of Godls world." 

So I think our first-I belonged t o  the or@;znizations, the Heroines of 
Jericho and the Eastern Star  and Tabernacle church. $0, 

naturally, they always send the presiding officer . . . 
Q. Delegate. 

A. Yes. So I think: I went t o  Chicas; then the session was t o  be over 
i n  Evanston. Well, I went there, and traveled. So, oldest s i s t e r  
mved out t o  Gary, Indiana. Then we decided--w s i s t e r  whols just a l i t t l e  
younger than I--decided we wanted t o  go see her. So we did and we each 
stayed out there, I think, about two weeks or  three. Then, I think, after 
that we went to--she mved t o  Cleveland, and from Cleveland she mved t o  
Connecticut. Oh, what i s  that ci ty? She went t o  Connecticut, and we visited 
her there. That was during the World War nwrJser--you see, husband was 
i n  World War I and nly son was fn World W a r  11. And I went out there and I 
think I stayed three weeks with her, visi t ing her. 

Q. Hm dfd you l ike  it? 

A. It w a s  fine, lovely. They were caterers t o  one of the anbassadom flmm 
one of the foreign countries--I for@ w h a t  county it was. During that  I 
had a wonderf'ul experience. Tney had two srrall &@tern, and thei r  Chinese 
governess wanted t o  pp t o  Chicago t o  visit her s i s t e r ,  Their name was 
Speedman; they looked l ike  they were very, very wealthy--they were very 
wealthy. And so they asked r~ would I be governess t o  the children the 
two weeks. Believe me, I d i&i l t  know whether I could do it o r  not because, 
you know, with what l i t t l e  knowledge I had. But in being around people 
that were--all life-that studied, naturally, you watch yourself. 

So I had a wonderm experience there tak% care of those children. While 
I was visiting, you see. So it was very nice. My brother-in-law, naturally, 
he w a s  the butler; and he'd take us and the children in the i r  fine car and 
away we'd ride. I led a pretty Mne Life that  way. So that  w a s  a mi&tly 
nice experience. 

After that ,  thm@ the organizations and club work, the Association of 
Clubwom, I visited a l o t  of the states.  And mder our national president, 
Mrs. Rosie G r e g g ,  she @ve the tour t o  Europe--nine different countries--so 
1 taken that in. We had a lovely, lovely tirne. It j u s t  would take m quite 
some t & r ~  t o  t e l l  you the en te r tahmnts  and the thin@ and the different 
nationalities. And I know we sat down one tim-the queens and them prepared 
t h i s  dinner. 

Q. In the country where you were? 

A. Yes, they called that--of c o m e ,  we went t o  camy goodwill. I forget 
how mny thousand people sat down at once in this great big place. 

Q. Do you recall  what country t h i s  was? 

A. Letts see, was that Paris o r  Gemmy? I st books; I wrote it a l l  
up because it was . . . 
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Q. Do you have any pictures of your t ravels  o r  sorething l ike  that? 

A. Unfortunately, I t h o w t  I was taking and h e  dldnlt  turn out good; 
didn't turn out ppod at all. I w a s  real ly surprised. I don't know what 
it was, but I knew that  quite a few had trouble. I don't how what it was. 
I noticed here la te ly  when somone e lse  went, they said that  t he i r  pictures 
didn't turn out; they were so disappointed. 

Q. W b e  the way the canera was operated o r  somthing l ike  tha t?  

A. I don't know; mybe I didn't how how t o  operate it just l ike  it should 
be. But I do know one mend,  she had herb with her and then she had t o  
t ake  it soreplace and have it checked and worked on. So I don't know. It 's 
just l i ke  we star ted out with our pressing iron and our socket would not 
fit. So I couldn't use pressing iron, a l t h o r n  I didn't have t o  very much. 
O f  course, what I wore, I just  shook it out and went ri@t on. But it wouldn't 
work. So i f  you t ravel  that  way, you have t o  kind of check on those thin@ 
because. . . . But now they might have it mre, you know, organized. 

So we visllted nlae different countries and I can't name--I used t o  could 
nanr; every one of them but I 've kind of slipped on that. I do know that  
our first--we went over NewfoUndland and Greenland down t o  Copnhagn. So 
we were there ; we had a lovely tim there. And fkmm there we went t o  Germany 

We and then cam on down t o  Paris. I think we sai led f r o m  Paris on horn. 
had a lovely, lovely time . 
Q. Tnat ' s wonderful. Now, your husband didn't @ w i t h  you? 

A. No, I couldn't get h i m  t o  @. ( l a m t e r )  Couldn't get him t o  go. 

Q. Maybe he was working? 

A. Well, he was working, and he said, "No, that  would rrake people think that  
we were rich." I said, "No, they can look at us and t e l l  we a in ' t  rich." 
(laughter) He woul&-~~t go, but I went on because that was life's--1 
wanted t o  t ravel .  I saw that  and then several of the southern states-- 
Florida. And f r o m  there we went t o  Cuba; we were over there. And we went 
all up jr~ Canada, and then Hawa i i .  

Q. ah, you have been t o  Hawaii? 

A. Oh yes, yes. We had our session in Colorado; i t 's  a beautif'ul place. 
Have you been there? 

Q. No, I flew over; I f l e w  t o  California. When we @t there they to ld  us 
that  t h i s  was Colorado, but I 've never been there. 

A. It's beautiful. You know they have the Garden of the Gods there. And 
then they have another; I didn't take that in. I forget what tha t ' s  called, 
but they said i t l s  just a gorgeous place. But the Garden of the Gods, you 
just-I'm t e l l i ng  you, you just  think, 'What a mi@ty God, the mighty God!" 
And in al l  those travellngs, you know, the sun shone--soroe places put you 
i n  mind of I l l ino i s .  And as I said, with all the places, I don't see anyplace 
that I ' d  just geam t o  l ive.  Because I think i f  you love your horn, you had 
a fairly @od home l i f e ,  tha t ' s  horn. See? 
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Q. So, even tho@ you traveled t o  these places, the visit was Gkay 
but you still want Springfield. 

A. Well, home, yes. You know, you corn t o  rest-horn. Now, i f  I had 
t o  l ive  anyplace else,  I could. But other than that. . . . 
Q. Now, is there any other great experience? I know you mntioned the 
fact that  when you were seven you t h o w t  of the pot of gold. When did 
you find out what t h i s  pot of ~ l d  was? (laughter) 

A. Well, in studying. I used t o  study a g o d  deal. I liked history; I 
liked reading, writing and a r i t hmt i c ,  but history was, I think, the reason 
why that  I l ike  t o  trawl. And I studied it, and 1 don't how. . . . A t  
one t h ~  I codd  t e l l  you-give you--the three l a s t  c i t i e s  i n  .the States,  
i n  any s ta te ,  in any of the foreign countries, and t e l l  you a l l  the muntains 
and all the rivers and everything. That's because I wanted t o  t ravel  and 
I learned that  before I traveled. 

Q. So you did som honework: before you . . . 
A. Yes, but now you ask rre what's the capital  of Quebec o r  ask m the capital  
(lau@ter)--I probably couldnlt t e l l  you half the s ta tes ,  but you couldn't 
fool re on the t b e  largest c i t i e s  nor the capital  of Canada and the foreign 
countries. 

Q. Now, have you been t o  Canada? 

A. A l l  up i n  Canada. All three of the largest c i t i e s  i n  Canada and a l l  on 
out, you know, in the--I'd say i n  the Indian reservation. W a y  up in there. 

Q. Well, what about Central America? Have you been down there? 

A. No, it seem as tho* I never cared about--when you go t o  Cuba, I think 
you get a l o t  of Central h r i c a .  I t 's  similar. There i sn ' t  but about four 
places I would love t o  .g and that s Alaska, Japan and China and Australia. 
But those would be about the only ones now that  I could h i t ;  I been t o  the 
others and mst a l l  the s ta tes  i n  the union here. brother l ived i n  California 
when I c a m  f 'mm H a w a i i ,  and I stopped i n  California. So he taken IE a l l  
over-Hollywood and there all about. 

Q. Is that  YlgSlt. SO you have really had your go-round. 

A. I ' m  quite sat isf ied.  A s  I said, i f  I don't get t o  the other countries, 
which it don't look probable that  I will-but i f  I ever get a chance, I'm 
gone. (laughter ) 

Q. Now, are you going on the t r i p  t o  Jamica? 

A. Well, now you see, tha t ' s  another thing. I 've been t o  Cuba and I 've 
been t o  Hawaii and I had a chance t o  go to-oh, what's those others down 
there near Jamica? But I taken--you see, at tha t  t b  I went t o  Europe, 
there was three excursions and we could take in e i ther  one we wanted, but 
I wanted t o  take Europe. I don't know i f  I'm going to Jarraica. 

Q. You mntioned the Association of Colored Women. Is t h i s  the Colored 
Womn o r  Association of Clubwomn? Is that  the san~  thing? 
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A. That's the sam. You see, Mrs. Julia Duncan, she was the first president 
and she was the one who saw the need of our girls. Teach them, you know, 
protect them f k o m  the way tha t  they were ping.  So she f o m d  this club 
and she was the first president. I think Mrs. Alice W t e  w a s  the first 
secretary. Mrs. McCoo that  was buried the other day, that  was her mther- 
Mm. Alice Whfte. And Mrs. Jennie McLean, what was she? I don't know. 

However, she was the one that  organized; and she had the white club--Wonen's 
Club-to help her organize t h i s  club. That's why we taken the [m] 
Sprirgf'ield Colored Women's Club, because there was a Springfield Womn's 
Club. 

Q. And that  was  white. 

A. Yes. So she taken the Colored, which I t h o m t  was very well because 
we had mde such a wonderful s t r ide  and that  just only shows what we can 
do if we get up and do it. 

Q. Why was it necessary t o  form a colored womn l s club? They wouldnl t 
l e t  you all in the white? 

A. Well, i n  those days I don't think that  they were even thjnking about, 
tha t .  I guess there was a separation there; there must have been. Just  
l ike  the churches. Why are we having. . . . ( l a w t e r )  Why do we have 
this church way off  t o  ourselves? I think any group of people o r  nationality-- 
the Gemam!., the m#-i Dutch, the I b w  Dutch, the I r i sh ,  the Indian--well, we 
just  flock with our p u p  of people, you bow? 

A. But so far as you know, Mrs. Duncan saw the need t o  or@;anize this group 
so that  the colored womn would be able t o  , . . 
A. To help our girls t o  live a be t t e r  l i f e ,  you know. 

Q. To teach them, I guess, a certain decorum, a certain way of society 
and so forth? 

A. Tnat 's r i@Sl t .  Because the other group planned social thiw for their 
young girls and why not we? Now, they didn't take them in-now, they m i @ t  
have been; I know sow of the colored folks, o r  some of we, belong t o  white 
churches but it wasn't so prevalent. You know, we a l l  l ike  our own mthers  
and fathers and s i s t e r s  and brothers and our aunts and uncles, and i f  we 
congregrate-if we go t o  a big to-do-if we look up and see sorebody over 
there that  we know, relat ives o r  close f'riends, we just flock t o e t h e r  be- 
cause we have somthing i n  c o m n .  

Q. kt rn ask you this-was the Springfield Womnls Club a different group 
f l o m  the YWCA? 

A. Why, I think we had. . . . Now, when I began t o  notice, we a l l  was linked 
i n  together with this Pnyllis  Wheatly and things l ike  that, you see, when I 
noticed tha t .  But I have an idea it was just like our churches: we had one 
of our own, see. 

Q. Do you think that  the colored womn felt mre comfortable with a group 
of t he i r  own? 
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A. Well, I have an idea. Well, ever since slavery, naturally, there ' s 
SORE people can adjust the i rse l f .  Now you take it fmrn 11~3-I didn't know 
nothing but the white p u p  out there on the farm. Well, colored donlt 
corn befare m. See, colored don't corn before nrt. I 've taken care of 
white babies and I see no difference. They're looking for security. And 
the l i t t le  fellow's a l l  aromd nly face and kissing IIE and-I don't see no 
difference. The colored never come before me. And I take white babies-- 
I take them t o  church, naturally, sorreone would look and I ' d  pay them no 
attention. And then I noticed tha t  when I taken care of three U t t l e  g i ~ l ~  
of nly own group-and they were rather  W--and  they did the same thing. 
They looked, 'Well, Lord. Why, you'd just  take anything." Well, a h m  
being is a human being. It doesn't rrake any difference what color t o  me. 

See, I can adjust rrlyself because mst folks that I was employed by, they 
would say,  "Com on. " See, "Come on out. " And I know one--he drove a 
horse and b w - - a n d  evem artemoon when he'd close his store he'd say, 
l l C o ~  on out. '' And we'd r ide a l l  over town and everyplace else.  See, I 
never knew mch segree t ion  because I worked around people that  didn't l e t  
that  stmd i n  t he i r  way. 

And when we went t o  our p c e r y  stores and our drug stores--now, I do know 
that  we could do that .  But a f t e r  the r i o t  and after, as I s a y ,  people began 
t o  rdgrate, then a l o t  of them thou&& that  they 's so free when they get up 
above that  Mason and Dixon fine tha t  they can do mything. But we can't, 
We a l l  have t o  toe the m k  and you can't go i n  i n  sorebody e lse ' s  h o ~  and 
mul them out. And you how, that  seerred t o  be the at t i tude t o  so mmy,  and 
i t ' s  because they dldnlt  understand. I do remrher one particular place, 
drug store, and we'd been going there and the mm would s e m  us. A bunch 
of us h m  church, we'd go. His name was Mr. Clarkson. 

Q. Clarkson, how do you spell t h i s  now? 

A. C-L-A-R-K-S-&N. That was In my early days. They were just  as nice t o  
our goup, but there was a p u p  carre in here and went i n  there and tried 
t o  run the man--'"We re up North; we We.  ''--and l ike  t o  run the m3yl out 
of his store. Well then, n a t m l l y  you how, people wouldn't stand for  that. 
So I how the m said t o  we-so he barred them, he wouldn't l e t  them in.  
So then we @;o ;back, he s a d  t o  us, 'Well," he sad, 'how you folks, you can 
COTE in. But,  " he says, "we won't l e t  those other people. " So then's when 
we noticed, see. 

Q. ?Enis was  af'ter the r i o t ?  

A. Well, yes. Oh yes. 

Q. Were was t h i s  drug store located? 

A. A t  Sixth and M o r n .  I think it was Sixth and M o m .  

Q. Did you notice whether o r  not people could PJ t o  any other place and 
get a sandwich o r  sorething l ike  tha t?  

A. Well, I don't know. Because, you see, we didn't go t o  mny places t o  eat  
because we probably had our eats ,  you know. But it would be like ice cream, 
you how, a sundae, somthing l ike  tha t .  
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Q. Could you go and gt it and eat it there? 

A. Well, any of the s tores we know of,  yes. 

Q. Would you please t e l l  m a l i t t l e  mre about this Springfield Colored 
Womn' s Club? About how many mders did you have? 

A. Well, there was a r i s e  and a fall. I re~n33er  we have had forty, rorty- 
two; then we 'd drop down to,  you know, probably th i r ty .  Wet ve been organized-- 
t h i s  is our 75th year. 

Q. Seventy-fff'th year! Is that  ri&t. 

A. Yes. I hope we get t o  . . . 
Q. So that  was organized then before . . . 
A. In 1899; I w a s  born in 1889 and that was organized about 1899. 

Q. Now, you have served as president of tha t  gmup? 

A. Oh yes. I think I served it mre than any of them have. I served it 
seven years. ?ho years early, and then next, I think. . . . 
Q. Did you a11 have tenure so that  you serve a certain time and then SOE- 

body else? 

A. We had two years. But som of us had t o  pg  back and take over and I 
was one of the ones that  had t o  go back and take it over, because a l o t  of 
the tires some people just-you lolow, the responsibility. 

Q. So you found that  t h i s  organization was quite functional t o  help young 
g i r l s?  

A. Oh, yes. We have had our youth and they have put on sorne mi@ty fine 
program. We have them i n  the local,  the district, the s t a te  and the national. 

Q. So you still have national metin&? 

A. Oh, yes. And our national horn is in Washington, D.C., and it used t o  
be the north. . . . kt's see, was it-I forget the address. I have it a l l  
down but I just  don't ~mnber .  

Q. b D.C.? 

A. Yes. !hat w a s  our headquarters, our first horne; now, I think, they 
bought t he i r  new horn. But our first horn was General G m t r s  granddaughter's 
horn-beautiful. It was on R Street there in Washington, D.C., Northwest 
so~ th lu lg ,  I been there but. . . . 
Q. Do you feel  that  there is  a need for  that group fo r  young black girls 
today? 

A. , yes. It s very educational. 
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Q. Are the young black arls participating in t h i s  g r ~ u p ?  

A. Yes, they do. I forget now jus t  how--now, there's one of our clubs 
here, Mary Church Terrell ,  they still  have t he i r  girls because they have 
younger women. Now, you take the Springfield Colored Wornen's Club, we 
womn are older womn. And of course, t o  a t t r ac t  young folks you must 
have sow yomger p u p ,  donl,t you know, t o  supervise those girls. It 's 
mch bet ter  than-what I mean, I don't say it ' s  any better ,  but you know, 
they ' l l  come quicker. 

Now, when I was younger I kept r r ~ y  group quite a long tim and I thinlc I 
was the first one t o  enter t h e m  in to  the d i s t ~ i c t  and take them t o  the 
s t a te  and national. But it takes a younger person t o  keep up with them 
because they .sgt t o  be entertained and everything. And then a l o t  of times 
you have t o  use your own f i a n c e ,  you know, so tha t  a l l  mans a lo t .  
Because there's probably som @rl that  can't--and you can't segre@te, 
so you have t o  look out for that  girl that  can't defray her expenses, 
probably. So we 've done rrdety fine work. 

Q. What is  the relation between the Springfield Colored Worrents C l u b  and 
the Mwy Church Terrell? 

A. Well, i t 's  just the saxe thing, only t h i s  group, see, they f o m d  the i r  
p u p .  S a y  ten worren o r  over, anyone can form a group. 

Q. Tne T e r r e l l  p u p ?  

A. Yes. Anyone can form a group and ca l l  it whatever you please. OUT' s 
is  the Springfield Colored Womn's Club. Well see, we mt i n  the afternoon 
and one of the mln causes was because some of those womn worked and they 
could only be free at evening, so it was bet ter  for  them t o  have an evening 
club. A s  we got older, we older folks-sm of them, not me because I'm 
not afraid of the night nor day--but transportation [is a problem] s o r n e t i ~ s  , 
and wherever you l ive  m y  give you a l i t t l e  fear coming out at ni@t.  So 
tha t  is why; t h e i r  club was s tar ted  f l m m  tha t .  We had another club, but it 
didn't survive. 

Q. So mostly, then, the MaYy Church Terrel l  group meet at ni@t.  

A. Yes. In the evening. 

Q. And t he i r  job i s  amst the same? 

A. Yes, j u s t  the same. Well now, we have what we c a l l  the Mother, Home 
and Child, we have the Philanthmpic, the Educational and Woman i n  Industry, 
and the Legislative. See, now we have those four departmnts. 

Q. Mother, Horn and Child. And then you have the Philanthropic. 

A. And Welfaule . Then we have the Educational and Woman in Industry, Leglsla- 
tive--let's see, what is it they c a l l  that? The Legislative and the. . . . 
I sn ' t  that f'unny? 

Q. But these were actually your departmnts? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Now, people were assigxd t o  these departments? 

A. Yes, we have a chalrrman for  each depastmnt. And then w e  have what I 
said, too, the Childrents Departrent. Now, we have the Young Adults and 
tha t ' s  from--1 forget the ages--fMm somthing t o  18, and fYam 18 t o  35 it 
would be called the Adults. You see now, you can have those two departmnts. 

Q. Now, for  instance, l e t ' s  take the Mother, HOE and Child. Would they 
teach young womn how t o  . . . 
A. Yes, the home--how t o  operate in a horn, see. And t h a t l l l  teach them 
h o w t o . .  . 
Q. Be a mther ,  take care of . . . 
A. Keep care of the horn and how t o  cook and how t o  se t  the table and things 
bhat pertain i n  the horn. We did a l l  of tha t .  

Q. And so you've been doing it a long t h ~  before a l o t  of these social 
agencies s tar ted taldng over t o  do th is?  

A. Well, yes. 

Q. You've been doing that. A l l  ri&t. 

A. Yes, because that was the min thing tha t  Mrs. Duncan  saw that  the 
youngsters didn't know how t o  do. They didnit know how t o  cook; they didn't 
how haw t o  even wash o r  iron or, you know, and so . . . 
Q. Now, did you a l l  go in to  these young woments horns t o  help them or  did 
you have a workshop when you m e t  t o  teach about . . . 
A. If it w a s  necessary, we would go in the horns. But mstly we'd have a 
met ing and then we put on this demnstrat im. And we'd have them t o  set 
the table, we'd have them t o  do t h i s  and, you know, and things like that .  
And then we'd--if it w a s  necessary, we ta@t them how t o  sew and how t o  
iron and do anything like that .  

Q. Now, this Philanthropic and Welfare was helping dest i tute  . . . 
A. Yes, and that  was mstly t o  study the Bible, don't you how. We'd 
always have to-we'd use the Bible a l l  the way t&u@ i n  our work, and of 
course, that departmznt and the Educational Department . . . 
Q. Worked sort  of together. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, there's a few mre things that  I'd like t o  ask you. Now, do you 
have t h  for us to ,  o r  would you w a n t  re t o  corn back som other time. 

A. What was that? 

Q. Well, I ' d  like t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  mre about this club, here, because It 
seem t o  ~TE that th i s  is a very important thing and not too rrmy people, 
actually, know of your semrlces . . . 
END OF TAPE 
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Q. Now, Mrs. Martin, you were t e l l i ng  me about the m t t o .  

A. Yes. Lifting A s  We Cl inS3 .  

Q. Why did you al l  choose that  kind of motto? 

A. Well, as I said, it pertains t o  training. You know, we saw that  our 
youth--or she did--need t o  be trained, so she ipt the p u p  together and 
be- t o  teach them how t o  be respectable women m n g  our race. 

Q. And you would say tha t  t h i s  had paid off? 

A. Qh yes, oh yes. Because we would take them t o  the mst educational 
places and show them; and we figured that  with a group that  way, i f  you 
take them, what they can see--the hi& culture--with t he i r  own eyes, then 
they can p a s p  it bet ter ,  see. So we've done work along that  l ine .  

Q. And basically, t h i s  orpnizat ion,  you say, was founded by Mrs. Dmcan. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I know you said that solnetimes you a l l  would take the mney out of 
your pocket t o  sponsor a girl o r  young worran. 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  tm. 

Q. So you didn't have any orgmization that  was funding you? 

A. Ch, no. 

Q. This w a s  a goodwill . . . 
A .  This w a s  just a charitable . . . 
Q. Charitable thing by the concerned worm of the town. 

A. Yes, that  ' s ri@t. O f  course, now, when we 'd put on-we have put on 
enter 'hhnents,  you know. We would ask the public. 

Q. And they would attend? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

Q. T e l l  me a l i t t l e  bit mre about Mrs. Duncan. What k h d  of lady was she? 

A .  Well, she was a real mther.  She was a mther  tha t  worked wfthin the 
home, see. And I don't think that  many of her days--like mther--was out 
i n  the semdce much, you know, l ike  housewives. She reared her family and, 
see, she had two d a w t e r s  and, of course, Colonel Duncan, her son, and a 
husband, naturally. Now, I don't know the occmation that  they did. The mst 
I knew when I lived with her: Dr. Ware &ed her d a w t e r ,  Clara. The second 
of the two girls. Addie and Clara. 

Q. Now,this D r .  Ware, was he a black doctor? 
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A. Yes. h e  of the leading doctors among the goup. M r .  Patton--the white- 
he w a s  supposed t o  be the leading doctor. D r .  Ware, he was good on fevers 
and whenever any of them wanted t o  curb a fever, they'd ca l l  for Dr. Ware. 

Q. Is that ri&t. You man the blacks and whites? 

A. Yes, oh yes. D r .  Ware had m r e  whites than he did have blacks. 

Q. Is that ri&t. And so Mrs. Duncan just decided th i s  needed t o  be done 
and she called sorru: womn together and they do th is?  

A. Yes. She called. . . . Oh, what was her nam, the white lady with 
her group? I have the book, but I can't c a l l  the m m s  right now. Of course, 
I h o w h . .  , * 

Q. Do you know where you could put your hands on the book? 

A. Yes, I think I do. Excuse me. (tape stopped and started; Nm. Martfn 
reads) "It w a s  o r m z e d  August 30, 1899, '' see. And, "The object of the 
club w a s  threefold: general charity, social, mml and civic improvements. 
And our m t t o  was, Lifting A s  We Clinb. '' 
Q. I see. And the first president w a s  Mrs. Duncan? 

A. Mrs. Julia Dmcan, yes. 

Q. Now, you said that there was sombody f r o m  the white group who cam t o  
help you o r w z e .  

A. Yes, I don't think I have . . . 
Q. Well, that ' s  okay. 

A. I have it soreplace but I don't think I . . . 
Q. Well, that ' s  okay. And th i s  was organized i n  1899? 

Q. Tell m, Mrs. Martin, how did the Depression, for  instance, affect your 
l i f e  and yowl farrdly l i f e ?  

A. Well, you man th i s  last depression that  we had during . . . 
Q. DI 1929, 1930, 1931-that time. 

A. Well, I don't how. We do know that we were buying in along there, paying 
for  our horn. I was employed, and I know husband. . . . I think. . . . 
Q. He was in the service, was he? 

A. No, he was i n  the greenhouse. I thMc it was two mnths that they didn't 
d r aw  any pay, or  maybe a l i t t l e  longer. But by rr~y being--I could carry on, 
see. And the children in school. And we p p t  along very well; we didn't lose 
anything. We did lose a dollar o r  two we had in the bank, but it d idn ' t  phase 
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us any. We had insurance and we just cashed them i n  and carried on just 
the sarre, because we figured i f  we gt on throw that  we could take in- 
surance out and it ought t o  save enou@ t o  put us away, because you don't 
need nothing but your burial  and why have a whole l o t  l e r t  . You know what 
I mean, you can't u t i l i ze  it, so f i x  for  your burial. l ike  you do fo r  your 
life-lidng--and then the rest just use. 

Q. Just l e t  it stay. Whoever' s l e f t  behind, camy on. That 's a good 
sensible policy. 

A. That's the way we f'igured. So, the inswance-and I !mew I could and 
I did, afterwards; I taken out one o r  two, accident, you know, wing t o  
and t h r o w ,  because I was driving and we could have an accident any time, 
so I did take out. And even when I tmveled on the t r a in ,  I 'd  always take 
out a l i t t l e  insurance. 

Q. But then away f 'mm the few mnths that  your husband and his partner 
didn't get any pay . . . 
A. It paid off ,  because the fellow [employer] told him that  they wouldn't 
lose anything i f  theyld s t ick  with him instead of hunting another job. So 
they did, and it paid off ,  you see, because . . . 
Q. Did he have his. . . . Excuse me, go ahead. 

A. It paid off because he [employer] sold out t o  the boys and he did it 
reasonable, don't you how, and they got along fine. 

Q. About how long after did he s e l l  out? 

A. Oh, I can't remmber, but I know it wasn't too awfully long that the two 
boys w a s  able t o  pay off the debt. I forget now just how long. 

Q. That was good. 

A. And they made good; the boys made good. They really did. They done 
awf'ully well, and they never had a bitch. That's one thing. 

Q. I how your husband was a prominent rran in the comnmity, especially i n  
the &wch. 

A. He loved t o  give; he loved t o  do what he could do. And he loved t o  work 
and you find a person that  l ikes  t o  work and he's pretty well easy t o  get 
along with. He's helped a lrany a person. 

Q. He was a very nice person t o  t a l k  to,  He has a l o t  of gpod ideas and 
so forth. W a s  he a trustee o r  a deacon? 

A. He was a trustee at first and then he was a deacon a t  last. 

Q. A n d  his n a n ~  w a s  Jess P.? 

A.  Jess P. 

Q. Jess P. Martin. Do you t h h k  the n h e r  of blacks that  are l iving in 
SpringfYeld now is  mre or,  say, about the sm o r  l ess  than when you first 
mved here? 



Alice l'krtin 30 

A. Oh, I think here in Springfield--I think there's mre of us. 

A. Yes, because, you see, that  was early days and there was just  a few. 
There was just  a very few. 

Q. What about job opportunities fo r  blacks during that t-? Were there 
much opportunity for them t o  get good p a y i n g  jobs? 

A. Well, I thMc mst of them were, you know, l ike  working in the hotels 
and thin@ 1Ue that, don t you know. And i n  the stores.  It s according 
t o  how they could masure up t o  things, see. 

Q. What about mining? 

A. Well, there w a s  a few miners. Not m.ny of our folks liked t o  go down i n  
that  srdne, I don't think. Not up here. ( l a w t e r )  

Q. I know in West Virginia and aromd Pennsylvania . . . 
A. Yes, well, there's mre of them down there. But they was a few of ours 
m e d ,  but mst of our folks would take the butlership and i n  the hotels 
and the different places Like tha t ,  don't you know. Tnere wasn't m n y  
f m r s  . Now, you take Mr. Nathan Smith--that ' s this young Harrison S&th s 
grandfather; he lived across - the Bypass 66, south from B u m  Park, and he 
owned a l o t  of grr>und out in there. Much rmre than ry father owned. He 
was pretty wealthy, Nathan Smith. 

Q. Is he still  living? 

A. No, no, they both are mne. He had quite a family--cousins and his brother. 
And he divided his  estate, and al l  of them, they were pretty well taken care 
of. I forget how m y  acres Nathan had out there. Now, he was one of the 
ear ly  pioneers l ike  w father, see. 

Q. Well, did you find that  mny blacks went i n  because they had m u f a c t w i n g  
here during that t h ~ ?  

A. Wen, now, that's-no, I'll t e l l  you. Wst  people that were here w a s  
l ike  the Ridgelys and . . . 

A. The Lanphiers and the, oh, what is the M l y  nam? A l l  those pmdnent  
people. They were rrdllionaises and they wanted Springfield t o  stay like, you 
know, Abraham Ldncoln--have that  look. And they wouldnft l e t  . . . 
Q. Industry. 

A. . . . industry t o  corn i n  and, naturally, it just  stayed, you know. And 
they didn ' t  w a n t  t o  give up their ground; they owned so much property around 
here. Pasfields--our farm joined Pasfield's farm, I think. And then, oh, the 
other rich folks; I just can't c a l l  them all. The-brewery-the mn that  had 
the brewery. And I m d  the Klaholts, the Bucks. See, they was a l l  mrchants 
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and they was pretty wealthy. And naturally, see, you take people in that  
category, they don't-they're not segregate, they d m t t .  . . . If they 
am, they don't show it, see. And we could ga i n  any of the stores,  get 
anything you wanted and you could corn out. We didn ' t have t o  go t o  the 
back door. 

Q. Do you think that  the fact tha t  these people owned the land that  sur- 
rounded Springfield was the one reason why industry . . . 
A. Was kept out. Yes, they kept it out. They kept it out un t i l  they found 
that  Peoria--you see, now, we had the capital.  Well, Peoria wanted the capital. 
So then I noticed that--I think they didn't accept the different factories 
un t i l  they found out that  Peoria wanted t o  take the capital  because they 
had the mre people, the bigger c i ty ,  bigger c o m r c i a l s  and t h i n e  going on. 
And then they have tha t  water outlet .  

Of course, you know now, I didn't hear them talk about that ,  but other than 
tha t ,  that  wouldn't come before we, you k m w .  We didn't pay much attention 
t o  that unt i l  you pt older and noticed tha t .  Springfield, now, i n  the l a s t  
twenty o r  ten--1'11 say in the last ten  yearn-Springfield's begun t o  bui ld 
up somthhg t e r r i f i c ,  see. Wherein otherwise, it w a s  not. 

Q. I know that  you ..mntioned D r .  W a r e .  Did we have any other black pro- 
fessional people? 

A. Oh yes. There w a s  D r .  Ware and there was D r .  Henderson, and then of course, 
from Henderscn, I think there was Dr .  Beverly. There w a s  another. He  was of 
a .  . . . What was his ram? He was a foreipper, had a l o t  of Chinese i n  him. 
Good fellow. Then I forget this other fellow's m. Oh, we've had several 
professionals l ike  that  corn in, but D r .  Ware and D r .  Henderson was our pioneers 
and they were dandy g o d  doctors. 

Q. What about lawyers? 

A. Well, we had--there was Iawyer W i l l i a m ,  which was fine. And now l e t  n~ 
see. Oh, Lawyer Gibbs, he was t e r r i f i c ;  he was l ike  this Weiner. (laughter) 
Pien I think there was Lawyer H o l m  in the younger p u p ;  he's in Chicago 
now. And now, l e t  IIE see i f  there's.  . . . Oh yes, of course, Theopholus 
Mann. 'ShatYs ReveEnd Mannts cousin. 

Q. What about Clarence Davis? Wasn't he a lawyer? 

A. Oh, tha t ' s  ri&t. C lmnce  Davis, yes, he was a good lawyer. He was a 
fine lawyer. 

Q. Dwing that early t-, we didn't have any schoolteachers o r  anything 
l ike  that, did we? 

A. We11 now, l e t  m see. Who was our f i r s t ?  I think we did, but I can't 
recall. 

Q. I thought they to ld  IE that  ~ S S  rlbR Hammns . . . 
A. Well, Miss Mae was the first t o  q knowin@ i n  this--in our generation. 
And I don't know, seems l ike  we did have, but I just can't put ny finger on 
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it. But anyway, Mae was the first here. She taught in Feitshans, o r  not 
i n . . .  

Q. Feitshans Hi@ School, o r  is tha t  Is les?  

A. I think it was I les .  

Q. A t  I les ,  yes. She's still  out there, i sn ' t  she? 

A. Yes, M% is still there. Yes, I knew the family well, that  is her mther  
and father i n  Decatur. Then I ,think M r .  -in the dry goods store--I think 
Mr. Singleton was the flrst in  Myers Brothers. I think they were the first 
t o  h i re  him. And he sold over the counter; he wasn't a janitor,  now. He 
w a s  one of the clerks. 

Q. What Singleton i s  that? 

A. That was Bertram. He lived t o  be ninety-som-odd years old. 

Q. Bertram Singleton. 

A. Yes. He lived there on East Capitol, him and his wife, for  quite some 
time. 

Q. I see. Well, what about the State now--the State was hir ing people, t h i s  
being the capital.  What kind of jobs did colored people have? 

A. W e l l ,  of course, you know there 's always a job as a janitor,  you how. 
But there's quite a few that  were clerks, you know; they had desks. O f  course, 
there was Taylor, George Taylor. And then others, I know; I can't c a l l  just 
ri&t now, but they f e l l  i n  pretty s o d .  It's according t o  how you apply 
yourself; it s what you know. 

Q. Did you hear of anybody talk of d iscr inhat ion  on the job, or anything 
l ike  tha t?  

A. Well, yes. And even--I think tha t ,  you see, the white persons are in 
the chair. Now, there a mch mre of them that  s qualified than in our group. 
And naturally, you know, they get i n  there--well, they're going t o  help theirs ,  
see. 

Nm take da@ter*Hessie can do most anything. She can work any of those 
mchines and things like that, but it seem l=e that-of course, I think it 's 
her, her nerves, s o m e t h s .  But she takes these exambations and she comes 
out second t o  none. Sometims she gets an awf'ul good ,grade but there 's  always 
somebody else,  probably, wholll get in ahead o r  somthing l ike  tha t .  Now, I 
think she @t back on here not long a& at the State and she contemplating 
on get t ing a pretty nice job. I don't know what it is, but i t ' s  pretty nice 
and she said that  they pay very qod ;  she's just hoping t o  get it. Tne lady 
that  is going t o  get somthing just a l i t t le  b i t  be t ter  is trying t o  work her 
i n  as quick as she can. And she wants t o  get on pemwnent. She's worked for 
the State off  and on quite som  tin^ and she kind of l ikes it. 

Then, too, she l ikes nursing, too. So she's been--if she's out of one, she 
can always get In a nursing job. So she's ,pne back t o  the State and I hope 
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that  she g;et s that job fo r  perrranent . But you f h d  that  there I s  mre of 
them i n  the office and, naturally, they--you know, people group together. 
But I said t o  her, "Let us think of something that  we can start a business 
of Our own." 

Q. What did she say t o  tha t?  

A. She says, ''1 think about tha t ,  too, Morn.'' That's what we've got t o  do. 
We mt think what we can do and gt out md do it and we know the other 
fellow's going t o  come on over because he's not going t o  l e t  us be by our- 
selves. Huh-uh. He m y  not h i re  many of us, but he's not going t o  l e t  us 
be by ourselves. Did you ever notice that? 

Q Yes. 

A. Because i f  the Negro race would put h i s  mind t o  sowthinp-he's not 
dm&. A l l  he wants is the opportunity. That's a l l  he wants because. . . . 
And they're watching that ,  too, and they're not going t o  l e t  us get too 
far ahead here, now. (lams) 

Q. So, fo r  instance, does your d a w t e r  f ee l  that  s o m e t ~ s  she's a s -  
crirrihated against or  passed up for  promtion? 

A. Well, she feels  l ike  that  she is. W c h ,  as I say, I th i rk  they ' l l  
always be, as long as  the other fellow has the . . . 
Q. Handle. 

A. Yes. It w i l l  always be because he's--now, you know that  h e r s  not 
going to.  . . . The first one t o  be starved would be another goup of 
people. It wouldn't be h is ,  because he Is going t o  see that  his cousin 
and his cousinls cousin and cousins on down. . . . But there is  a l o t  
of favoritism, too, towards the other gyoup-our poup. 

Q. Yes. Have you . . . 
A. Because I have received a l o t  of favors. 

Q. Yes? 

Q. What about pol i t ics?  Have you been actively pwticipat ing in poli t ics? 

A. Well, I star ted out (laughs) I star ted out with a pastor's wife. That, 
was Reverend Brown, he pastored the St .  John AME Church. And Mrs. Brown, 
she was a very fine worn; she was reared and educated by the other group. 
She come here fkom Philadelphia; I think she was reared out i n  the East. 
So she knew poli t ics ,  because Reverend Brown-he sure hew poli t ics .  (laughs) 
And so she got me t o  help her. But, the way she's helping--now, I had t o  
get out and go up and down the s t ree t ,  knock on these doors. But now, they 
gave her finance t o  get a poup of so m y  together t o  do t h i s  but then they 
take the biggest amount. 

Well you see, by me being a cowltry girl, I hew that  I wasn't working myself 
t o  death for nothing. ( l a w s )  So, when she come handing m a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I 
looked at her and I thou@t , l1Well, thank you Jesus, and goodbye! " (laws) 
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that  

A. But I stayed a Republican a long t im because folks was Republican. 
But I saw  that  the Republicans were not d o i n e t h e y  d promise, but they 
were not doing. They didn't give us a chance; they f e l t  they had the Negro. 
And then when the Demcrat got in, I notice he would-he had mre on his 
s t a f f  and it was  just a l i t t l e  bet ter .  So (la@s) I changed. I forget 
w h a t  ye- I changed, but I said t o  husband--I don't think he changed-- 
and I said, 'Well, I ' m  w ing  t o  chang." I think I went on and-voted for-- 
Eisenhower was a . . . 
Q. He was Republican. 

A. He was a Republican. Well, I didn't care for Eisenhower. Johnson--it 
was fo r  Johnson; I w a s  fo r  Johnson. And I wasn't for  Roosewelt neither, 
because he was crippled, and I said, '!Now, our countryts crippled enough 
without having a crippled president. " 

But I thou@%t his wife was the one that  did it. Yes, he wife w a s  a real 
poli t ician because FDRc-he was a s& man but she was. . . . So anyway, 
then when Johnson, thfs  what-you-call-it got. . . . Am I saying r i&t?  
Just before Nixon? Well, then I was for  him because I think he s the one 
that  put m r e  of our folks t o  working. 

Q. Who, Johnson? 

A. Yes. He went right on out. But I didn't vote for  Nixon; I voted for 
the other m, because Nixon said he wanted it i f  he got it by a crook and 
a hook and he wasn't for  our people. 1'11 t e l l  you where I noticed it- 
when we had a session in Washington, D.C., and they had h i m  t o  speak. And, 
oh, i f  youtd have heard him! And I looked at the m, and I said to--I was 
s i t t i n g  with a p u p  from Chicago-and I says ,  "You know ," I said, "that man 
i s  just talking. " I says, "He don't man a thing he's saying. " So they said, 
'Vlwtin, you're a case." (laughter) I said, '%ow, you listen t o  him. " All 
he said, "If I gt in ,  I ' m  p i n g  t o  knock t h i s  segre@tion." I says, "You 
know what? He's going t o  put us back in slavery. I' And I had the womn all 
just dying laming. And I says, "Now, you just l i s ten .  " I said, "If that  
. . . . I said, "Huh-uh!" And true enough, he is  not for  the colored 
folks. 

Q. No, no. 

A. You see? I don't how, you can t e l l  i f  you l i s ten .  I ' m  not so educated 
in tha t ,  and I dih1t go as far as i f  rr&~ dad could have give us a l l  of high 
school, but he didnl t do it. You see, Dad got wrapped up i n  h i s  Masonic, 
you see, and then he neglected his M l y .  And of course, he got unruly and 
naturally, Mother just had t o  leave. But he could have, because we m&-- 
Dad mde good and he could have educated. But a f t e r ,  you how, we had t o  
help. And then we didn't have quite the knowledge of keep on: If they don't 
help you, you just keep on. 

But it @t so heavy that .  . . . She had three children then t o  kind of educate 
o r  get through the grade school, so I had t o  help there--and they wasn't paying 
too much wagps--and rq~  brother helped. Then when she corn t o  town, naturally, 
she got a l i t t l e  place. Well, she had t o  enlargen It, so we got involved 
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that  way instead of going on and getting--rurthering our education. Because 
tha t ' s  what it takes i f  you get very far  i n  l i f e .  But we  had to ,  see, we 
had t o  help defray the expense. So it was, Keep what you had, and do the 
best you can. So that ' s  what we did. But It didn't keep us f r o m  studying 
on the outside. And then, too, belonging t o  the different orgmizations and 
going and seeing and doing you @in a l i t t l e  knowledge, you how. And you 
can go so  far. But I saw that  the Republicans wasn't do% anything for 
our group and the Demcrats really had done mre. 

Q. Ws was true both nationally and on the s t a te  level? 

A. Yes. C&, yes. Yes. 

Q. Nm, have you ever been a cornnitteeworn o r  . . . 
A. No, I haven't. I 've worked m n g  them, you h o w ,  and with the m t e r i a l  
and everything like that, and as I said--in the office, too--but as t o .  . . . 
I didn't l ike  it. I didn't l ike  it at a l l .  

Q. It wasn't ming ri&t for  you o r  what? 

A. Well, now, you know there's a l o t  of &irt i n  pol i t ics ,  and I just didn't 
believe in-I couldn't. . . . You see, then I got i n  church and teaching In  
Sunday school and everything l ike  that ;  i t 's pretty hard t o  teach that  tha t  
you don't do, see. Now, you can gyp your brother. You do unto your brother 
l ike  you would have him t o  do unto you, now, i t 's  pretty hard for  you to .  . . . 
So I t h o w t  I ' d  wt away f!mm pol i t ics  because I saw w h a t  pol i t ics  w i l l  do. 
Now, somt in r ;~  I guess it s a l l  r ight ,  but wrong I s  never r ight .  

Q. Now, t h i s  lady that  cam from Philadelphia--how long did she s t ay  around? 

A. Oh, I think she just passed here t h i s  last winter. Annie Brown--she used 
t o  Live with Mother. Annie Brown lived a nice, long t i r e ;  she was a fine 
woman. Now, the only thing that  I saw there--now, i f  they giver her $500 o r  
$600 t o  operate, and then she just give a few of us $5 for a l l  the work that  
we did-it wasn't nothing. You see, now, i f  it w a s  $25 or  $35, why. . . . 
Because it means that  you're we- out shoe shle; Youfre h i t t i ng  on these 
doors and traveling, and it was t i resom.  So I said,  "No, 1'11 just  find me 
somthing else. Huh-uh! I' ( l a m )  

Q. But you have voted . . . 
A. Well, I voted i n  the-I don't think. . . . When we got the vote, I have 
voted. And I study, and then I used t o  go t o  the metings and things Like 
that  t o  keep abreast so that you would know how t o  vote. Now, there's no 
need of you voting i f  you don't know the off ic ia ls  that you're putting in .  
Being in  Springfield, those that are on the bal lot ,  you know of mew them. 
You know whether they w a s  real ly for  the Negroes. You know, you could t e l l  
i n  t he i r  speeches, because we would .g. And that  is what our Legislative 
part here, you see. . . . 
Q. yes, I had mant t o  ask you about . . . 
A. We have that Legislative. Now, we didn't out publicly sponsor . . . 
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A .  No, we stayed neutral. But we would learn enough of the mm t o  each 
individudi use h is  own judglent how t o  vote, but don't bring it in the 
club because there's too m.ny people . . . 
Q. You mre o r  less  give inforrration about each candidate. This is w h a t  
this departmnt was? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  right.  Well, we could hear them speak, but we'd never 
invite them t o  the club, you see, because we didn't want that friction. 
But we would. . . . 
Q. And by t h i s  way you were able t o  educate lrany of the black people about 
the candidate and then they used t he i r  j w n t .  

A. Their judgrent . Now, I couldn t think of tha t  other-it 's Citizenship. 
See now, we would teach how t o  be a good citizen, you how. It's Citizen- 
ship and Legislative Department. And we would teach how t o  be a good citizen. 
So we'd have progmm on that  and we'd ask others t o  come i n  of each group. 
We'd have, you know, we woul&itt segregate. Because a l o t  of tws we 'd 
have. . . . kt me see, we had one of the off ic ia ls  down *om the court house; 
I think, his m was Judge IYWtin. We 'd have different ones, you know. 
Yes, we've put on sore rrd&ty fYne propyam. We had some swell speakers, 
m n g  both groups. 

Q. Talking about poli t ics ,  the myors that  we have had and that  you know 
about-how have they treated our people? 

A. Well, we had one called Buddy Capp . . . 
Q. 'Iht ' s C-A-P-P? 

A. Yes, and he was j wt , oh, he was fine. He was a wonderful miyor. And 
then I think [Nelson] Howarth w a s  another one. And t h i s  other last--I 
haven't. . . . I used t o  work under those; I was on the Hwran Relations 
CormLssion with Howarth. 

Q. Do you ~lllenber what year t h i s  was? 

A. Letts see. He's just been out s i x  years, i sn ' t  i t ?  

Q. Yes, just about. 

A. Just about s i x  years. 

Q. Well, it m y  not be as long as s i x  yeam because Ihyor Telford has not 
sewed that  long yet, you see. He's been out about three or  four years now. 

A. Fowl? Well, anyway I lef't-I begged t o  ~t out, off  the cormittee, because 
w h a t  w a s  it I was doing? &, ITQJ husband was sick so mch and it just was too 
much fo r  m! They wanted IE t o  stay on, but it was just too much because he 
was gtting me down. And then the metin@ I couldn't make and, you bow, i f  
you don't arake the rwetings and understand w h a t  you're doing. . . . 
And I found-now, there were sorre things that w e r e  e i n g  on between the black 
and white tha t ,  you know, the public may have not seen, because a l o t  of t b s  
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they'd do thin@ behind closed doors and work behind closed doors and I 
could see that. But  we had workers tha t  didn't l e t  that; bother them; they'd 
press on forward and it kept showing them that we was not going t o  stand 
back and, naturally, they'd have t o  do somthing for  the black race. So 
I find that  i n  t h i s  l i f e  you have t o  kind of s t ick  up fo r  yourself; you can't 
be a coward. 

A. No, as for  nlyself, I don't think I went t o  but; one place i n  l i f e  that 
I could really say that they segregated. 

Q. Is that ri&t? Was t h i s  here i n  Springfield? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where was th i s?  

A. It w a s  a restaurant on South Sixth, and I happened (laughs) t o  be 
working for  the worm that  it w a s .  It was her cousin tha t  ran that  place. 
That was Mrs. bvln Co lem;  that  was the banker's wife. And so she says, 
lWell, corn on, Alice." She says, ' W e t l l  go on over hi;re t o  the restaurant 
and we'll eat." She says, 'We won't stop t o  f i x  anything today; we'll  go 
on over here t o  eat." So just as we wt t o  the door, her cousin just whfpped 
out-+rushed on by us, quick, see. 

So when we s a t  down a t  the table,  they sit there. The girls a l l  looked and 
so she looked up and she says, 'Well, what's the m t t e r  here?" And then the 
girl come t o  her and she says, "Well, we can serve you, but we  can't serve her. ' I  

I says, 'Whatts the matter with you, you can't serve m?" I said, "Then why 
didn't you put that  sign out?'' Because I knew that  the NAACP would get them. 
( l a w t e r )  I said, 'Why didn't you put your sign. . . .I1 And so then the 
girl, she stood there and looked. 

So Mrs. Co lem,  oh, it made Mrs. C o l e m  so mad she didn't how w h a t  t o  do. 
She says, ''And t o  think! Is that  what he's been doing?'' She says, "If 11 gt 
him. I '11 gt kim. " She says, "Corn on out. 'I She says, "I donf t w a n t  any- 
thing t o  ea t ,  e i ther .  " (laws ) So we went on out of there. ( l a m s  ) Well, 
it was f'unny! It was real ly f'unny. So then we put the NAACP on him and 
then he changed, just l ike  tha t .  

Q. Where is this restaurant? 

A. It s not there, now. But that  w a s  when I was helping her, see. Became 
I was out i n  service for ,  oh, I quit quite so= tire [am] because, you see, 
I went on in to  the peenhouse a f t e r  nly husband-but you know that .  He needed 
help there and so I went on h. 

But, oh, she flew out of there, and she was so i r r i ta ted!  But he changed; 
a f t e r  tha t  you could go i n  and eat .  And I know the Watts brothers, they to ld  
E tha t  som of them. . . . Now, I helped one of the Watts brothers. His 
wife had twins, so she asked rre t o  corn and help because she knew that  I was 
doing nurse work. And so, one of those brothers that  run those Watts stores,  
they said was-well, t h i s  one down here on Eleventh Street.  
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Q. Eleventh at Ash? 

A. Yes, it was prejudiced. And af; tha t  t im his store was on the other 
side of the s t ree t  where that  f i l l i n g  stat ion is. So they tell m that 
he would, i f  colored folks would go i n  there, he'd give them a paper cup 
and then t h r o w  it away. And, I don't know w h a t  e lse.  So the NAACP, I 
think it was Johnny Wilson, he went i n  and he--because Johnny w a s  workfng 
much on that ;  he was the chairrran of so much i n  the NAACP on that.. So I 
think they broke that  up. 

But it dLdnl t take long t o  break these t h i n e  up. I think, mstly , sore 
people just  think, 'Well, I don't want t o  eat after colored people," o r  
t h i s  and that and the other. Then you have t o  educate them. I think we 
a l l  need educated. 

Q. Have you heard wbody  talk about Walgreen D r u g  Store, If they . . . 
A. No, we used t o  gg i n  Walg;reenls, and I never seen anything. I never 
seen. You could .p in to  Walgreenrs-at leas t  I didn't see no s epg i t t i on  
because we'd go fn and sit down i n  those booths o r  we'd go there t o  the 
counter and get what we ' d want and they ' d readily . . . 
Q. And they'd serve you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, what about the hospitals? Were they discriminating aminst  black 
people? 

A. Well, they te l l  m~ that  they would. I don't how. Now, I know 1 didn1t-- 
as I say, I w a s  pretty healthy and the few tirizs I've been i n  the hospital, 
I couldn't say that  we  were segrepted.  Now, we might be, on the q. t . ,  
but . . . 
Q. But you have never had any experience? 

A. No, no. And I see tha t  when they go, somt ims  you'd see som of our 
group down th i s  l i t t l e .  . . . Then we'd see them in  the rooms on the. . . . 
Now, husband, mst tlms he's always had nice morns, here where you could 
look out the window on the s t ree t ,  you know. 

Q. But lately,  they don't--they are quite open now. 

A. Well, natumlly, yes. I don't see any. And the nurses and t h i n e .  . . . 
O f  course, you know, there I s  good and bad i n  all, and even our p u p .  Oh, I ' m  
t e l l i ng  you, we 've at s c m  rrilghty bad p u p  out a t  these horns, taking care 
of these people. They don't care; they're a youner group. They carry on 
too much ya-ya-ya and foolishness. And, I guess, because they can't get the 
ri&t kind of help, they just  have t o  take anything. And they're so loud; I 
noticed that. And they hee-haw. We need a l o t  of training, yet. 

Q. Yes, we do. Maybe they don't pay them enough, why they can't get the 
r i @ t  kind of workers. 

A,. Well, mybe they don't know enough; you have somthing there. 
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Q. Yes, tha t ' s  a good point. ( l a m s )  

A. Now, I ' m  t e l l i ng  you, Reverend, som of owl people--yould be surprised. 
S O ~  of those girls, oh rry. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. The club that  you worked w i t h  for  so long, and working and with som 
of these other groups, now--these newer groups--I imaghe that this w i l l  
help them a great deal t o  present themelves for the public. 

A. Well, I ' m  hoping. Too, i f  you don't get an overflow of those that  
don't care, you know, and i f  they ' l l  stay away from dm@. You see? What 
did you t h h k  of our revival the other ni&t? 

Q. Oh, I think it ' s j ust rramrelous . Young people are doing a p a t  j ob . 
Well, th is  is where a group like your grow and the church can really try 
t o  help and counsel. 

A. That's right. I ' m  glad t o  see, I ' m  just so glad t o  see them i n  the church. 
l'Q prayer i s  tha t  I hope they're deeply concerned. 

Q. Well, i t 's  real . . . 
A. It'll pay off  if they s t ay  around the church and--because I thou&ht we 
had a fine group. 

Q. Oh, we certainly did. 

A. They sang beautiful. 

Q. And these young E n  r e a l l y  bm@t good mssages. 

A. C&, they could. . . . I really enjoyed t he i r  mssages . 
Q. Well, l e t  m ask you this, a f t e r  that  day that  you and Mrs. C o l e m  
went into t h i s  restaurant, did you and Mrs. C o l e m  ever talk? Did she 
ever talk t o  you about it. 

A. Well, yes. She said that  she w a s  going t o  t a lk  t o  the young m. And 
then, you see, the NAACP got ahold of him and, of course, that bmke that  
up. Oh yes, after that  we could ga in there. 

Q. Did you ever go back i n  there? 

A. I didn't, but I saw others who did, you know. 

Q. Well, oh, go ahead. 

A. I was just  gohg t o  say, that  day we had worked pretty hard and we were 
kind of tired because, as a rule,  I could always cook so good I'd rather eat 
rry own cooking ( l a m s )  than t o ,  you know, t o  fool wPth what-you-call-it . 
So I never f'requented the restaurants and things very much when I was younger, 
because I had a horn and I prepared food in the home, so 1 would always 
rather eat  a t  horn. 
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Q. A l l  r ight.  Le t  UE ask you th i s ,  Mrs. Martin, what about your 
nei@S?bors that  you had? For instance, you to ld  rn you lived on South 
Sixteenth Street ? 

A. I lived on South Seventeenth and wouldn't wish t o  have. . . . The 
neigj-ibors was, I don't know, the nei@bors was al l  just  congenial. We 
never had what you'd c a l l  a fa l l ing  out and bad nei@bors. Even when 
my children would go t o  school, I never had any trouble in the school 
because we tawt our children t o  do the t h h g s  that  was riat. And then 
we wouldn't take the child's say-so i f  there was something; we'd go t o  
the party, see. 

I know that when we lived up in the nine hundred black, everybody, I 
don't know, they just was r e a l l y  nice. If we'd go t o  the FFA together, 
we'd have a f ine t i n e .  And i f  the table was se t  o r  anything--we'd just 
all chip in ,  the children and the grown-ups. And, we didn't have no 
stand-back o r  sombody that  didn't l ike  Negmes, and I guess those that  
didn't, probably didn't corn. 

And then when I mved out here, I wouldn't wish--now, when we first 
mved, I think across the s t ree t ,  he said that  somone out here didn't 
w a n t  Negroes. So the fellow said, "Well, now they got t o  have a place 
just  the sm as anybody else.  '' No, I think they got up a petit ion. 
He says, "No, I ' m  not going t o  sign no paper. " And so, I think, one o r  
two others, they t e l l  m, wouldn't sign no paper. So, we had t o  laugh, 
because a colored rran t i l l e d  t h i s  out here i n  a *den-these four lots-- 
and he belongd t o  the Odd Fellows and w husband belonged t o  the Odd 
Fellows and so he to ld  him, he says, ItI'd l ike  t o  see you have that  place 
and I ' d l ike  t o  see you build on there. " 

Piat was M r .  Wri@t; he lived on-his son died here not long ago--oh, 
what was that  boy's narre? Walter? No, it wasn't Walter. He died just  
here the other day. And so, w husband bought ; we to ld  him that  we d 
take it, because the other place was kind of smll and I wanted mre room. 

So a f t e r  we st out here--now, I ' m  a poor hand t o  visit; I always kept 
busy. Naturally, I was busy because I belonged t o  so much and it kept 
re going. But I spoke t o  everybody--whether they spoke o r  not, I ' d  speak. 
And so, they all ,  "The Martins. . . . 'I I know, Halloween night, the kids-- 
a group of them w i l l  go by here and say, ''Oh, that  ' s  the Martins. Don 't 
bother them because they're good folks. If (laughs) You could hear them 

1) say it--kids. "Don't, don't, don't bother the Nwtins. Don't, don't. . . . 
MaYk up o r  tear up. 

Q. Oh, mark up t h e i r  place. 

A. Yes, '%nlt do that." Oh, they'd come and knock--trick or  treat-- 
but, ''Don't , don't. " And we ' d be s i t t i n g  there l is tening and I thougbt 
it w a s  the cutest t h h g .  And big boys, you know, %nl t ,  don't bother 
the M i n s .  " And children got along very f'ine i n  school. 

Q. What school did your children . . . 
A. They went t o  I les .  

Q. I l e s  School. 
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A. Yes, and Feitshans. They graduated from Feitshans. Tney were pretty 
nice; ( l a m s  ) you could look out into r r ~ y  backyard and there 'd be sixteen 
o r  twenty white boys playing with r r ~ y  boy. And one time there was so many 
of them, 1 went out and sa id  t o  the p u p ,  I says, "My, w, you boys!" 
I says, "1 just bet you a l l  beat up on Jess, " I said, %behind our backs. " 
I says, "1 know you boys beat up on h h . "  7hey said, "No, we don't, Mrs. 
MarItin. '' Says, l% Is  got a t e r ~ r - F P - i f i c  punch! (laughter) He l s l ike  
h is  daddy; his  daddy could whip--he mually could whip two mn.  Now, that  
th i rd  one would be kind of hard, but he could whip two E n .  

And I noticed one  ti^, Brother came f r o m  school and on the other side of 
the s t ree t  he just  l a i d  h is  books down. I thinlc he l a i d  them down t o  t i e  
h is  shoe. So, one of the white boys came by and kind of kicked them. And 
he just kind of looked up at him like that  and never said nothing. So the 
boy kicked them a d n .  He looked up, and he said, "Don't you do that  no 
more." So the boy kicked them again, and just with that  t im he mocked 
that  boy! (laughs) I never said--1 was s i t t i n g  over here on the porch-- 
I never said a word. I never acted just l ike  I saw it. But  he didnlt  do 
it anymre, you see. 

And Brother ain't said-now, when he to ld  him the second t h ~  not t o  knock 
those books, but he a d  it, you see, and then Jess gwe him one. And just 
quick--you didn't know he even was reaching out there for the boy. So any- 
way, the children would get along f ine because I to ld  him, llDonlt start no 
fight,  but i f  a f'i&t begins, don1 t corn h a  whipped. Don't do tha t .  Just 
don't run. " So we always got along just fine. 

I know principal-w foster  girls, they got into it over a t  the school-- 
so he called m and to ld  = that  he was going t o  eme l  them, expel the g i r l .  
I says, "Oh no, you won I t  . Huh-uh, M r .  Wager. No, you won t . I said, 
"That girl's just  seventeen." 'Well,'l he said, llMrs. Martin, she done beat 
t h i s  girl .  l1 I says, "Well, the @ r l  would have beat her. Then I said, 
"Now, you w a i t .  So I asked him, 'Wouldnlt you rather deal with ignorance i n  
youth than t o  w a i t  un t i l  it becom adult?'' I said, "Now you know, it I s  very 
hard-it's hard t o  tm an adult.ll And, I said, "Mr. Wagller, you just  think 
over thin@." And I to ld  him a l o t  mre than tha t .  

So when we quit talking, he says, "Well, you're r i@t ,  Mrs. Mastin. " No, 
you know, you have t o  know how t o  handle a person. And then, i n  those days, 
I studied, studied very hard, because there's no need--and don't lose your 
head. If you want t o  nuke a point, keep cool. 

Q. You're IAglt, rl&lt. 

A. See, don't get hotheaded, because you canl t  even think what you're going 
t o  say. So I always used that  and I find I st along pretty good i n  l i f e .  
Even when I was abroad. 

That was another thing, t h i s  New Yorker. O f  course, I could t e l l  that  she 
was a woman kindy of the world, and they got t o  @ling on the bus. The 
lady that was with m, she was fmm Ohio, and we was just much alike. Now, 
we got m Erst and got t h i s  certain seat.  So when we got off ,  they got i n  
the seat that  we were in so they could play f o p - f o w  of them wanted t o  play. 
So we never said anything, but when we &pt back on-there is  a certain part 
of the bus, s o m t ~ s ,  you l i ke  sit--so we sat i n  the chair tha t  they had 
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st in, our chair before. So when t h i s  woman got back on, oh, she raised 
cane! She just reared, "Oh, get t h i s  and tha t  and other. That Is  o w  
seat." I says, "No, we had it . I 1  "a, t h i s  and. . . ." And then she 
just-and I l e t  her talk. 

So I said t o  the girl--because I was missionary of nly gmup i n  the church, 
so you have t o  watch yourself. See, we were carsying ppoltwill . So I said 
t o  the girl, I says, "kt's get off  and l e t  them have it." She says, "NO, 
I a in ' t , '  I says, "Now, listent1--now, she's just  about a s  old as I --I 
said, "No, now l i s ten .  Let us keep our head. " And all that  t k  she's 
just arearing up there and everybody's looking at them and looking at u s .  
1 says, "Cone on, l e t  s skip it. She says, 'When you get off ,  I 'rn going 
t o  get that seat.  I says, "No. lf I says, "You come and get it now. " I 
says, llCom on, so-and-so. l 1  

So we went on and sat i n  the back part of the seats.  And a l l  the other 
passengrs on there was so rrad they didn't know w h a t  t o  do! Now, wouldn't 
you l o t s  rather have them m d  at her than us? 

Q. That's correct, yes. 

A .  So I l e f t .  I happened t o  think, "Now, wait here. You're camying 
goodwill and you're the missionary of the Union Baptist Church of the 
White Rose Missionary Society and you just  can't . . . . I' You see, you 
have to--you just. . . . 
So anyway, when the national president, Mrs. Rosie Gregg--see, the conductor 
and them, they @;ot it all. And then our guide got it, he was standing there. 
But Rosie wasn't with us a t  the particular t im  because she was ill quite 
often on our t r i p ,  but she mt up with us. And they to ld  her what happened. 
Did she bawled them out; did she ever bawl those women out! I said t o  the 
girl that w a s  with r e ,  I said, "Now, you see. I said, "Now it l s our t im 
t o  rejoice that  we t r i ed  t o  do the ri&t thing. I' And I said, "We don't 
boast, but we rejoice that  we happened t o  think t o  do the right thing." 
Because, you see, we could have acted very nasty , too. 

So, they called rm after that  "the l i t t l e  Christian .#rll' on the t r i p .  
I just had no--the what-you-call-it, he looked out for  me, and our national 
president said, "Mrs. Martin," said, "he's crazy about you. " Said, "He just 
doesn't think there's anybody on t h i s  t r i p  but you. And I noticed it, but 
I didn't let on, you know. He go and he'd say,  '%j'hej?els l i t t l e  Miss Martin." 
Of course, I guess I was the shortest thing in the p u p .  

But then there's a way  you can carry yourself and other people, too. So 
I don't know; I t e l l  children, "If you don't get along, i t ' s  because 
you don l t t rus t  God. You've got t o  take God with you every place you go. 
You can't leave Him out of the picture because He'll rake you p a t  when 
you think you ain ' t  nothing. 

Yes, I of tent ims get l e t t e r s  f r o m  some of the ones that  was on the t r i p  
with re. Tney wanted m t o  p here not long ago t o  the Holy Land; they 
had @ten up a group. But I couldn't go because Jess w a s  sick a l l  and along, 
and I. . . . See, we were intending t o  go t o  the Holy Land when we went, 
but we d id r l t t  get there because there w a s  another p u p  here in the States 
that it was tinr; fo r  the guide t o  cow back t o  New York t o  take them. So 
we had t o  cut o w  t r i p  . . . 
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Q. Cut yo& short. 

A. Yes, yes, we had t o  cut it short. Oh QI , Mrs. G r e g g ,  she hated it 
awfully bad, but it was just one of those things. But I think she's 
went since; I know she has. And I could have went i f  it hadn't of been 
fo r  Dad being sick so much. And, I just couldnlt leave him, huh-uh. 
I l e f t  him-well, he was a i l ing  then, and I think that was i n  1949. 
He was a i l ing  then, but he wasn't i n  the hospital. He was under the 
doctor's care. 

No3 do you have grandchildren? 

A. Yes, I have seven pandchildren and, I think, i t ' s  five great-@;rand, 
and they're all i n  Chicago. 

Q. Is that  ri@S?t. SO when you go up there you have a round t o  rrake, o r  
do they cane t o  see you? 

A. Oh, they were--well, l e t ' s  see, how rrany didn't g t  here? I think a l l  
of grandchildren were here for  the funeral. One of them, he f lew in, 
and he says, "Grandmother," he says, "1 just couldn't stay away," he safd, 
'but I got t o  go ri&t backetl So he flew i n  and he didn' t  s t ay  overnight 
because he had t o  gt back and get t o  work. And so the others were all 
at the f'uneral. And I think I had one niece tha t  didn't get here. 

Q. D i d n ' t  you tell re about a neighbor, when you were l iving somplace , 
who had mved t o  Springfield? 

A. Oh, you man the one tha t  was kind of prejudiced? 

Q Yes. 

A. Yes, she was. She corn f 'mm Oklahoma. No, I think she cam f'mm 
Colorado. And she was tawt that  Negroes would eat  her up. 

Q. C&, yes? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  what she to ld  mt. And I says, "Well, c o m n  sense!" I 
says, "Do any of your p u p  eat any. . . . " I says, "They haven't done 
that  since C o l d u s  sai led across the waters. " I said, "Now, they t e l l  
IE that  they wt so hungry and without a provision that  they a t e  one another, 
but it wasn't long before they got here." 

And, the way I got her over there is, I pulled the picket off  the fence-- 
and I did It late at n i e t ,  see--and the l i t t l e  boys got through t o  play 
with children. You see, children are innocent. So when she cam out 
t o  c a l l  them, I m h e d  out. And I spoke, and she spoke l ike  she was scared 
t o  death. I said, "This is  a lovely day, isn't it." And I says, "Coxre on 
over; I 'd  like t o  talk t o  you." Well, she didn't know whether t o  corn o r  
not. But, f inal ly,  I kept on af'ter her and so I gpt her over there, and 
then she to ld  IE the story. That she w a s  tawt that  the colored people 
would eat .  . . . 
And so I wanted t o  know how would they go about a t  i t ?  She couldn't t e l l  
me. And I said, "No, Honey." I said, ''If you was out i n  the country and 
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you would meet up with a colored m," I said, %e would do h i s  best t o  
try t o  help you find your way and he would not hurt you. I' I said, "Not 
any quicker than your g~oup. I t  And I says, "Men are m. " And I says, 
"We have some men," I said, "and they th2nk." And I said, "Some we have 
that  don't think. And those that  don't think w i l l  h am you." I s a d ,  
"Men that  think-and womn al ike.  . . . I t  

Well, I gfve her good, and then of course, I was  with the Bible and I 
just @ve her a l o t  of b ib l ica l  work. So I won her over. She got t o  
the place that children and her children could play--and they were 
beaut i f i l  l i t t l e  children, redheads. You know, as a rule,  redheads are 
kind of nice looking l i t t l e  children. So I 've seen quite a few that  
just didn't l ike  colored folks,. and have won t h e m  over. It's the w a y  
you go about it. You can t e l l  it; you can t e l l  there's a fern, and sorne 
people t h h k  they're be t ter  than others. 

Even own race. Let ts  see, where did we-oh, it was up in Wisconsin. 
Or Michigan? No, it w a s  in Michi*, and we was a l l  taking our pictures. 
And these two ladies w a s  f'rorn, I think, they were fiom California. And 
I went t o  sit down, and they didn't want me t o  sit down there! I don't 
know whether they w e r e  holding t h i s  place. I kind of looked at them and 
I thought--and then I kind of moved over. It was as thou@ they was try- 
ing t o  keep me out of there. So along came ms. G r e g  and she was t r y h g  
t o  seat them. And I said, "Look. . . . I t  She says, "Sft right down there, 
Mrs. Martin! S i t  ri&t d m  there ! '' And she saw it ; she probably saw it 
when she was coming down the l ine,  I don't know. But anyway I t h o w t ,  
"Well, whatrs the matter with these womn?" 

And after that  they f e l t  so guilty--and I f e l t  bad for  them. There was 
something I said t o  them afterwwds, I don't know what it was, and they 
said, "Oh, Mrs. Martin, we were i n  the wrong." But they had t o  sw it 
because Mrs. Gregg to ld  m, "Sit down there. " So I sa t  down. (laughs ) 
I don't know what mde them do it .  You know, just sorrie people. 

Then l e t ' s  see there was someplace e l se  I was. Oh, I 've been m n g  them 
where they--somtWs I just think people just  don't think. It i sn ' t  
because you're colored; they ' l l  do the* own tha t  way. And we the s m  
way.  You how, we hurt ourselves, a l o t  of times, m r e  than the other 
fellow because wetre prejudiced within ourselves. 

Q. Oh yes, oh yes. 

A. Because I've seen it. 

Q. Now, do you have any of those pictures on any of those t r i p s  that  
you have taken, or  any picture tha t  you could show me? 

A. Oh yes, I have several. (mves away from rriicrophone; part  of narrative 
inaudible) Here I s  IQ? family, i f  you care t o  look at them, here. This i s  

oldest girl. 

Q. What's her nam? 

A. Fmces .  And t h i s  is the next girl, that ' s  Alice Louise. That's 
F m c e s  Dorothy, Alice Louise. And tha t ' s  Hessie. My son, I thought I 
had his picture but I guess I didn't--didn't bring it out here. I guess 
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I did, too, but I don't. . . . And these are the pyaduation pictures. 
Now, this i s  w oldest da@ter here, and I think tha t ' s  the Osby girl, 
and I forget that  girl's m and I know her, too. Shels, oh, I know 
her, too, but I can't c a l l  her nam ri@t now. SOE of these on here, 
I don't. . . . 
Q. Now, is t h i s  a school graduation? 

A. Yes. See, Graduation of Class of February, 1933." 

Q. And these are sore others, these that  I have? 

A. Yes, yes. 

Q. This one is fkom Feitshans? 

A. k t ' s  see. Now then, where is  rrl\r daughter? I think, now, is it a 
dau&ter? I think tha t ' s  her over there. That ls her. I think tha t ' s  
a Murrell girl. That's a colored girl, too. I think both of--all three 
of these, I think, is colored there. And, here, t h i s  i s  a younger picture. 
There ' s  da@ter. This lady was  just wild about her. And they always 
@t along very flne i n  t he i r  schools. And, of course, t h i s  i s  rrg boy, 
down here. 

Q. Oh yes, when he graduated from I l e s .  

A. Yes, they a l l  went t o  Iles. Then they a l l  cam out of Feitshans. 
And, of course, t h i s  here was the old Union [Baptist Church]. !&at's 
Reverend and Sis ter  Frnmual. And I had fmm Eisenhower, but I can't 
f i d  tha t  cer t i f ica te  t o  save l i f e .  O f  course, tha t ' s  some of 
work. I w a s  going t o  ask you, could you use that  picture? I don't 
mow as you can. 

Q. Yes, I could use this. 

A. !Then, of course, t h i s  is  so^ of clubwork. This i s  out t o  the 
To&. I think I was president; I think I was .  And then, of course, I ' m  
standing there with that  hat on. ( la@ter)  And of c o m e ,  tha t ' s  r r ~ y  
dear Mend;  she's orgmist  and pianist of the Union. 

Q. This was some t im back? 

A. Yes, she's since passed, and I think tha t  he has also. So, I don't 
know if I have anything--well, that  ' s the horn ; that  s t h i s  hone. 

Q. That's your horn. Well, I ' d  l ike  t o  ,g?t a picture of th i s .  Now, I 'll 
take care of these and w i l l  st them back t o  you. 

A. Well, a l l  r l@t .  Of course, tha t ' s  Hessie when she was younger; and 
l e t ' s  see, this is a  dlplorm fkmn Feitshans, I think. That's Frances'. 
So the main one that  I had, I couldn't . . . 
Q. Couldn't Mnd. 

A. No. That there is the cer t i f ica te  of q y  work that  I did for  the Urban-- 
no, it i sn ' t  . . . 
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A. For the Urban league, i sn ' t  tha t?  

Q. No, " C h a i m  of Central Interracial  Cormittee, San-n Council of 
Social Agencies . " Yes, tha t  ' s the Urban League, yes. 

A. Yes, I had taken the advance a id  and they wanted re t o  teach it, 
but t h a t l s  when I had t o  pp help him i n  the peenhouse and I didn't get 
t o  teach. I wanted t o  show you one of the--1 put together. . . . 
Q. Okay. Now, here's a beautiruL picture  he^. What is t h i s  one? 

A. Now, who does that  look l ike  t ha t ' s  on there? Oh, this is the work 
f"rom the Urban League, too. We studied nursing and everything, you know, 
and there I am. I advanced i n  tha t  what-you-call-it. 

Q. NOW, what i s  t h h ?  

A. That's the club. 

Q. That's your club, okay. Is t h i s  written by . . . 
A. No, it i sn ' t ,  but w e  had her as our speaker. She's a Miss Nash; she 
w a s  of the Educations. 

Q. This i s  when you were president? 

A. This i s  m here. 

Q. When you were president of the group? 

A. Yes. And thfs  is the past d i s t r i c t  president, and she was our speaker 
a t  that  t h ~ .  (a pause while they look at mre things) And this is one 
of our program ; rraybe you1 d l ike  t o  look over it. That I s  when I . . . 
Q. Okay, thank you. 

A. And here we are again; you see, the s m  worn. No, she's not. This 
is Miss Riva H i l l  of Fast St.  Louis ; she 's past s t a te  president. I didn l t 
get t o  be s t a te  president; I wouldn't take it at the t i lne  because I had t o  
p g  i n  the greenhouse, and I knew that  i f  I did I just cou.ldnlt give it-- 
you know. But I 1 m  past vice, so that  takes care of everything. And of 
course, here's o w  president now; Mrs. Reid is our president of our club not. 

Q. What i s  t h i s  occasion? 

A. kt ~I-E see that  again. That was one of our club meeting. (pause ) 

Q. You are in the center? 

A. Yes. And this here is a p i c t im  of one of IQJ foster  children. She was 
so near t o  the other p u p  (lams)--on the other side. 

Q. How rrany children have you fostered? 
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A. Well, I w a s  just t rying to--oh, I've fostered, I think, over f i f t y ,  
but tha t  don't near comt the day cfldren tha t  I had wlth all i n  all.  
I 've had over a hundred. 

Q. Is that  ri&t. Now, who1 s th i s?  

A. Now, t h i s  girl is one of qy foster  girls. And she and he was going 
t o  m off and get mrr ied ,  and I caught them just i n  t3n-e and I gave 
her a wedding. This 1 s the wedding picture; that  ls it. That ' s rrly 
daughter, and t h i s  is Faye, and t h i s  is her husband. And I forget t h i s  
girl's rnm. I think t h i s  is-oh, qy dau@ter w a s  going-Kelly ; t h i s  is 
a Kelly. Now I forget t h i s  girl; I how her m, too, because they a l l  
ran in the p u p ,  but I j ust - can t say it fight  now. But however, she 
was going t o  m off  and I was so glad. . . . And I gave her a l i t t l e  
wed&g. 

Q. You c a w t  her i n  t im  . (la&s ) 

A. Yes. Yes, I to ld  her there 's  no need of going out of the county, 
that  Sangamn County taken care of her; now, she just stay and m m y  
in S m m n  County. So, that  ' s what. . . . Oh, this is one of our 
Heroines of Jericho pictures and I think I ' m  standing back here som- 
place. I think tha t ' s  a state doin@ when I was the Worthy Matron of 
w W U P .  

Q. Now, is  t h i s  you here? 

A. I think it is, yes. And t h i s  i s  when I went t o  
Don't you see it looks k h d  of fbnny. (laughs) 

Q. Yes. m, yes. 

A. And here I stand back here. Somtlmes I look 1 

Hawaii. ( l a m s  ) 

ke I've taken a picture 
that  I like of w s e l f  and s o m t h s  I didn't. Now this was--you know t h i s  
Ess Johnson in Chicago of the Johnson and Johnson's--this is  her. 

Oh, is that  

A. And this is  ME. Rosie G r e g g  tha t  was o w  national president. And t h i s  
w a s  the lady tha t  entertained, and she's passed. Most a l l  of them are, you 
know, passed. So tha t ' s  when we went t o  HawaiJi. 

Q. Oh w, that  's a nice picture. 

A. C8n, we had a grand time . We had, oh, I just can't t e l l  you how it. . . . 
O f  course, you probably have been there. 

Q. No, I haven't had the privilege of being there yet, but I plan t o  pp 
there sornetirne. 

A. Well, I'm t e l l i ng  you, i t ' s  just lovely t o  v i s i t  and see the other 
people and see how they camy on; and I don't how, i t l s  just very enjoyable. 

Q. Yes, I imghe so. 
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A. So I don't h o w .  Oh yes, I must t e l l  you o f t h i s  lady. Let m see, 
now. Qh yes, and this  boy. And that ' s  n'y brother and his wife, I think, 
but he's since deceased. 

Q. Now, this  is the picture we saw before. This one; this is the speaker. 

A. Yes, that is. I wanted to  show you this  here boy of mine. Oh, there 
he is. Now, that 's the last large boy I had, and his narne was RWmxd; 
and here he is agaln. Now, he's up in this--what do you cal l  the school 
that they had for the boys--Job Corps, something B e  that, and he learned 
to  be a printer i n  it. But I don't know what he's dohg now. 

Q. You don't hem f r o m  him? 

A. Well, no, he's up there with his father, and, of course, that 's been 
two or three years ago. Now, th is  lady was the executive secretary f r o m  
AEiica. Now, l e t  me see what par t .  I think it was f r o m  Johannesburg, 
and I entertained her here i n  horn. 

Q. That's the s m  lady, here? 

A. Yes, that ' s her. And then I have a la&r group with more of the 
womn on it and Mrs. Ashurst is in it. 

Q. Now, was this  picture taken--where? 

A. Here. %@-it  he^ i n  the house. And I have Mrs. Ashurst; I did really 
want to. . . . (they look thm@ mre pictures) 

Q. That's very nice. 

A. Well, I wouldn't take anything--you know, the thing of it is, I asked 
those that 1 lolow that they were i n  . . . 
Q. Now, i s  this  M r .  McPackts d a m t e r ?  

A. Yes, that 's,  oh, what's her nam? I know her m. Now,this here is 
the past state-and I think she's national now--of the wornen's club, of 
the white group. And we'd have Ivfrs. D e B m  to  corn to  speak to  us quite 
often. And this is--oh, what is that girl's nam? And of course, that 's 
Mrs. Cancelor; that was Bob Cancelor's mther. So, this is part of the 
same group. And of course, that is-this is  her mther, and this  is her 
mther and she's there. ( l a u t e r )  And I've taken care of a l l  her children-- 
she's had flve, and I have taken care of the five of her children. 

Q. That's red, real nice. 

A. Now, I had Mrs. Ashurst on here with that group and I can't f i d  It. 
No, that s one of our club . 
Q. Is this  Mrs. Ashurst here? I s  t h i s  the one? 

A. C& yes, this i s  it. There she is a@n. And this i s  Mrs. Findley, and 
thf s is Mrs. Osby . 
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Q. Is this MIS. Sirneon Osby? 

A. Simonls wife. And of course, there's ugly me. And t h i s  i s  Mrs. 
P w ;  she was a schoolteacher down i n  Kentucky yeam ago, and a vexy 
br i l l fant  worm. And this is  Mrs. Vincent. O f  course, Mrs. Ashwst. 

Q. Is this Mrs. Dimn here? 

A. This isMrs. . . . 
Q. She goes t o  Grace? 

A. No, she I s  St.  Paul. This is Mrs. M u r r e l l  on East Capitol. 

Q. Yes. 2he used t o  work at the . . . 
A. Yes, she's on &st Capitol, yes. I didn't study much about Africa 
and I said, now Simon Osby got IE t o  entertaln her because he s a i d t h a t  
the white group b m w t  her here, and so he said she should kind of get 
m n g  her own folks and know somthing about them. 

Q. And she was what now? 

A. She was the executive secretary of s o ~ t h l n g ;  I forget, now, what it was. 

Q. From Africa. 

A. Yes. Johannesburg. And so . . . 
Q. But of a womanls club in Johannesburg. She was the executive secretary? 

A. No, she was of the hi& up State; she worked kind of like i n  the State, 
up with the off'icidls. 

Q. Oh, is that  r ight .  State o f f i c i a l  fYom Johannesburg? 

A. Yes, and I didn't get a l l  of her history because when he called m, I 
didn't thhk--as I said, I hadn't read up enough on Afiica and so I thought, 
"Now, I need sombody that  can kind of go along with her without saying 
'uh-huh1 and Iuh-huh, l1 you know. ( l a w t e r )  So, I p p t  these here womn. 
( l a w t e r )  They belonged t o  the guild, and they read. And I said, "Now, 
I know what I ' 11 do. It And so I said t o  Sirneon, 1 said, Well,  a l l  r ight .  " 
But I s d d ,  "Now, you t e l l  your wife she must corre.I1 So I got up the p u p  
that  you see-Mm . Ashurst and them. And those w a n ,  they study, you know, 
f o r e i g  countries and thirqp like tha t ,  wherein I knew a l i t t l e  but not 
e n o m  t o  e;o along. So I prepared the luscious food while they entertained. 
( m@ter  

Q. Well, you did a great service, too. I man, ..everybody a d  . . . 
A. If you don1 t know, yourself, why, you get somebody that  do and you just 
keep your muth shut, kind of. (laughter) 

Q. Well, Mrs . Martin, you have done very well. I man that  every person s 
contrtbution is very needed, so it I s  nothing for us t o  real ly fee l  ashamd, 
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you know, about. You know, the Lord mde all of us and . . . 
A. Well, i t ' s  here. Now, it i sn ' t  because--now, when they wanted IW 
t o  take the president of the s ta te ,  as I said, rry husband was i n  the 
greenhouse; he was sick, then of'ten, and I hadn't been bothered with 
it. And then, too, I didn't want. . . . You know, you have t o  have 
finance, and I didn't want t o  mb hom. Because, see, I ' d  of had 
t o  go t o  Washington, D.C.,and I ' d  had t o  keep up with the womn. And 
then, too, I ' d  had t o  of studied pretty hard i n  order to--which, if 
you see you don't know, then you get your books and study. And you 
study, you can get throw, even tho& you don't know it a l l .  And 
that  tha t  you don't know, then you don't talk on that. You just kind 
of stay away f b m  it. So, tha t ' s  the way I have t r ied .  

I've said, "We long for the best education, but take what you got and 
do the best you can." A s  I said, I hew that  the worn was pretty hi& 
up, and so I got the folks-the best I could--in Springfield t o  cope 
with her, see. 

Q. That s gpod. That ' s what needed t o  have been done. Now, do you play 
the piano? 

A. Well, I used to .  Used t o  play good, but I ding on it, now, enough 
t o  cavry w song. 

Q. Keep your fingers . . . 
A. That's riat. But I don't--the girls all, they played. And, I think 
the yoLn?ger girl and nly oldest daughter, they taken t o  it. But the second 
girl, she didn't. She learned a l i t t l e  b i t ,  but she didn't take t o  it. 

Q. Well, while we're think-, is the= anything that  you can think of 
that  you want t o  t e l l  us about? Now, is t h i s  I l l ino i s  Association of 
Club and Guild tha t  s a part  of your clubwork? 

A. Oh yes, t h i s  is the directory, and t h i s  has al l  the. . . . See, we're 
divided i n  three: The northern d i s t r i c t ,  Chfcago; the central d i s t r i c t ;  
and we have a southern dfs t r ic t .  Tnat's a l l  b here, and we're l i s t ed  as  
central and a l l  in northern and southern. We have our s ta te  meting.  We 
first have our d i s t r i c t  meting, then we have o w  s t a t e  meting, and then 
our national meting.  And i t ' s  the national that  advanced these here t r i p s .  
Tney generally, as  a rule,  have three, and anyone can take any tour they want. 
If they want t o  tour the ci ty,  o r  i f  they want t o  tour an island, or  if they 
want t o  go abroad, see. 

Q. And they have thls each year? 

A. Every two yeaxs. Every two yeaxs. So. . . . 
Q. Now, ded your husband build t h i s  house? 

A. Yes, we bui l t  it f'rom the p u n d .  

Q. Was he a bricklayer, too? 

A. No. 1'11 t e l l  you, he didn't; he had somebody t o  build it. There was 



Alice Maxtin 51 

a white fellow that  bu i l t  it and I forget his m. And now, the 
remdeling was done by Fkverend Walters. See, Fkverend Walters put 
the porch in and he put the siding on. And M r .  Lee--across the s t ree t  
here on the other side, the second house f r o m  this one--he did this 
work, $he plastering up here. He did tha t .  

Q. Tnat's beautirul. That ls very nice. This i s  a nice horne. 

A. Well, we liked it, and thank the Lord tha t  He, you how, gave us 
vision t o  kind of prepare a horn. 

Q. Now, this is where a l l  of your children were born? 

A. No, nly children were bomed up in the other horn on South Seventeenth, 
919 South Seventeenth. 

Q. But they p e w  up here? 

A. Yes, I think the y o m g s t  girl w a s  six years old when we mved out 
here. And riy foster children, they a l l  cam out of Feitshms. Yes, I had 
them t o  continue, you know, graduate f 'mm hi@ school. And they're a l l  
doing very well, wry well! They're just d o h g  f i e .  I 1 m  so proud of 
that  because, you know, when you take other childrens into your horn, 
you take bet ter  care of them than you do your own, o r  at leas t  you fee l  
l ike  you want to.  And I always trLed t o  do best by them, because I'd 
ofttimes think tha t  they had no mother and tha t ' s  one of the greatest 
things on earth. 

Q. Now, Mrs. Martin, i f  we can think of anything else--I man, we have 
covered a pretty ,@od span, but i f  we can think of anything else that  
s o m t l n ~  you l d want IIE t o  corn back, o r  i f  you think of anything, I 'd 
be glad t o  core back S O I I E ~ ~ E  t o  t a l k  sore mre with you i f  you can think 
of €mything. 

A. Well, I just hope that  I have given you a l i t t l e  solnething t h a t ' l l  
be of value. If I can think of anything, I would and I would l e t  you 
know. But, ri&t now I can't think of anything that  mkes n~ mre happier 
than t o  know that  children are all doing fa i r ly  good. The youngest 
one of the famLly, she has branched out on her own. She's p p t  a horn, 
and she ' s going t o  s t ick  t o  it. And then, she s b o u ~ t  a l o t  f 'mm her 
daddy and I, and shels  contemplating on building. So you how she must 
be looking forward. She said that  the h a  that  she has now, tha t  she 
could rent it out and then live in her other horn, you how. 

Q. So mybe she's going t o  be building pretty soon? 

A. Well, if she keeps her job , it won't be long. 

Q. Well, tha t ' s  wonderful. 

A. So, that  mkes you happy t o  think that  they're t rying t o  do sorething. 
And then my grandson, the children, I think they ' re doing very m e .  One 
of t h e m  we working--thatls &arms, her boy, her oldest boy. He's working 
for the Brinks Company. He's got quite a head on him. He wanted t o  be a 
p o l i c e m ,  and I to ld  hfm what he's go* t o  do? He's going f 'mm one dangmus 
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job t o  another, but dying with the police. 

Q. Well, you know it takes sowbody t o  do these kind of jobs. 

A. !That ' s ri@t. He handles a l o t  of finance. And he said that  one 
of the other group said t o  him one t*, says, "Man, you're handllng 
al l  that  mney . " He says, "You ought t o  take some of that  mney . " 
He says, "Now l i s t en  here, m, that  mney don ' t belong t o  E, and that  
mney don't man a thing t o  m." He says, "I don't want it!" And when 
he to ld  re tha t ,  oh, it mde me f&1 so proud. 

Q. You have done a p o d  job bringing them up. 

A. Well, yes, I used t o  keep them. I kept them mti l  I becarre ill with 
the vim. She was a floorwalker for A l t m a n f  s i n  Chicago. But, I had 
t o  t e l l  her t o  come and get her children because I was ill and I just 
was too weak, you know, t o  fool with them anymre. But they've a l l  t r i ed  
t o  do the best they can. And of course, this is  the one that worked fo r  
Sew. 

Q. And she works i n  Chicaw? 

A. Yes, yes. She goes t o  school. She seems not t o  . . . 
END OF TAPE 


