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Ola Ridley, Taylowille, Illinois, July 18, 1986. 

Kevin Coxley, Interviewr. 

MKS. Ridley, will you please state your full name? 

Ola Irene-yau mt my maiden name? 

Yes. 

Barnes Ridley. 

Bames. Okay. And FJhat was the time and place of youz: birth? 

Liberal, Missouri, in 1905, May 30. 

Okay. 

& t ' s  old! That's a long time ago. (laughter) 

hkre =re ylru . . . wm your family from Missouri originally? 

Yes. Iwas born there inMssouwi, My fathex was a Earmer, famed, 
ard w e  lived on a fanu there, close t o  Liberal, Hssouri, until I u m  oh, 
I guess I was in the eighth grade dxn ME mnred from there. bk m e d  
to--ell, the farm w e n ' t  doing very good and KE- got out of that-and 
w e  rmved to b f h h i m s ,  Mssouri and that's where I finished up my school, 
eighth grade through hi& school there. 

Q: Okay. bll, how big a tom w s  Liberal, Mssouui? 

A: Oh, gosh, I don't know. It WB a pretty good size l i t t l e  tom. 

0: [Mr. Ridley1 About 2,000. 

A: Mas that it? lbm-thousand I guess. I really don't know, don't 
r b ,  

Q: Okay. 
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A: But thenErmved toMlJlmme . * *  s which m s  just a little small place. 
It w.s just a mile f rom the Kansas line in Missouri. 

Q: Did your father do better there? 

A: ell, he did hauling like hauling coal and whatever was to  be hauld. 
He had, at that time they had horses, you know, and he used those horses 
and did scam hauling. brked on the railroad, He did odd jobs. 

Q: Yes. What are your f i r s t  early childhood remembrames? 

A: bk11, I expect f ive yeaxs old wuld be ray first, 'Ihat's when my 
mther did, when I m s  five, k still lived on a farm then, and I 
remember that, Ik had a rather hard l i fe .  k didn't have very nuch. 
The farms there aren't  like they are in I l l inois,  the rich so i l ,  sort  of 
sandy soil. Could have a failure there any year almost. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I mt to the country school there, Prairie Star School. 

Q: FIas that a one-room school? 

A: Yes. 

Q: &scribe that to m. 

A: Sir? 

Q: b b a t  was that like? 

A: Ch, it m s  nice, real nice. I enjoyed it. Of course, I star ted 
school there and frm my first grade up until my ei&th grade I wint Qo 
school there, My first teacher, first grade teacher, her husband-I 
her brother mrried my sister, ard they lived just about a quarter of a 
mile frcm us in the country there, I didn't lcnow much about the coal 
mines for sure, I just,  you know. 

Q: Yes. &ll, how m n y  children =re in that school? 

A: Oh, probably , . . oh, you m in that little school? 

Q: In that little school. 

A: Qh, there . . . oh, I don't haw, it m s  from the f i r s t  through the 
eighth grade. Oh, I imagine there w s  about sixty. 

Q: Oh, my! How many teachers =re there? 

Q: Just one teacher to handle sixty kids! 
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A: Yes, and she tau@ a l l  those grades. O f  course, vie didn't have all 
the different: subjects that they have now. 'Ihe curriculum msn't kkrat it 
is now, k t  reading, writing, and aritlrnnetic . 
Q: Yes. Okay, 

A: That a s  about it. 

Q: Yes, Well, how many brothexs and sisters did you have? 

A: There e r e  three brothers and five gi r l s  in our family. 

Q: &xe e r e  yau located m n g  them? Were you in the middle? 

A: I WE third f ram the baby. 

Q: Okay. 

A: I was one of the younger ones. kll, I w s  just five i b n  my mther 
d i d .  Then there =re tw younger than me at that t h ,  and we'd lost 
one boy, so there m s  seven of us left for my father to take care of, 

Q: My goodness! 

A: So ta had kind of a hard th. h e  of my older sisters quit school 
and took care of us, the small children. So she was like a mther to m. 

Q: Jhw did your mther die? 

A: W l l ,  I don't know. 'Ihe doctor said it m s  rreasles h t  w never =re 
satisfied w i t h  that. That's dxit they said it was. 

Hm old w s  the youngest W she died? 

How old was she? 

Yes. 

Forty . 
ell, how old was the youngest child? 

Oh, Ten mnths. 

Ten ~mnths old. 

Yes, ten rmnths. 

%ll, how did your father get along, what did he do? 

Well, he just was g d .  

W e l l ,  tsho took care of the kids, your older sister? 
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A: Yes .  

Q: She m s  how old then? 

A: She was about fourteen or fifteen I guess then. 

Q: Now, did he remrry? 

A: Bb, never did. hk asked him one time why he didn't ever remarry, and 
he said, -11, he could have, kt w m e  all happy and he w afraid 
that m~thiog aright, you know, bringing sm~body else. mybe at that 
age E might have resented ht I don t how if te m l d .  Afterwards, we 
certainly wished he had've because w =re all gone then and he ws 
alone. 

Q: Yes. Well, how m y  bedrooms did you have dm yw rmved after p u  
e r e  five? 

A: After? 

Q: Yes, after you mnred from Liberal. 

A: Oh, after w raved frm Liberal, frm the f a rm?  

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, I don't h o w ,  probably three bedroosns. There was only . . . my 
tw brothers mt to wrk and they -re gone, I m they -rent t ham, 
just to visit  ome in awhile. W 1 ,  just the girls ms t ly ,  a t  h. 

Q: Yes. 

A: We had three bedroom. 

Q: So w h a t  kind of w r k  did they get, your brothers? 

A: Oh, gosh. I don't remadber. CXle wrked in a gavel company in 

0: Qx ws a crane operator. 

Q: oh. Okay. 

A: W t  did he say? I didn't k 

Oregon, k t  to Oregon. 

h t  h e said. 

Q: He said one of them - a crane operator, 
A: &* 

0: In St, buis. 

A: Oh, yes. Yes, he wnt  to  St.  Louis. Was married and mt to  St. 
LQuis. 
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Q: Md any other relatives ever w e  in with you to help out? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay. W11, haw did the b e w x k  go? lib d e  or mended the hdly's 
clothes? 

A: m, =l l ,  my sisters. I had tm older at horn. me was mid,  got 
married, a d  there =re t m  older than ~~le that stayed at hoIIle a d  they 
did it. 

Q: So they did all the huusewrk and stuff. 

A: Yes. And then after I got older, you know, in the ei&th grade, I 
was getting old emu& &t I c d d  help too. Then they mnt ast to wrk 
and I was the one that stayed hom a d  mt to hi& school. I would corne 
horn and fix my dad ' s supper and my youngest sister ' s supper, rush back 
to school, rush back for basketball practice, We had girl's teams then, 
r d  pcd teams. 

Q: bk11, that: sort of task did you have to do a r d  the house? 

A: Well, regular b e m r k ,  mshing and ironing and cooking. I had t o  
wxk. 

Q: Yes. 

A: lhexe wsn' t rmch to do there, y m  know, really like there i s  madays. 
I& just didn't h e  all  the activities like they have m. kk played 
basketball, just school aztivities , you b o w ,  a d  they didn't have a lot 
of that then. 

Q: Yes. S h e  your older sister w s  only Eourteen at that time, did she 
do a lot of things l i k e  baking bread and canning? 

A: Yes. Oh, yes, she baked br& practically every day. 

Q: Did she take care of the garden, or did you have a garden? 

A: YRs. Wl, she and my dad did mst of that. Oh, I had to get out 
and hoe in the garden, I had to hoe corn, I did al l  those things, milk 
cows. I did all that that you do on a farmwhen I was younger. 

Q: W l l ,  haw did you spad your Szndays? 

Q: Yes, 

A: Usually tent b church. a, w 'd just e t  at different houses and 
just . . . I don't how, There wsn't nuch . . . 
Q: U h  church did you go to? 
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Q: Okay, And then afterwards you say you mt at different people's 
houses? 

A: Yes. YQU Imaw, like a bunch of girls d d  get together d m'd 
just, you W ,  gab and have b. Nothing rmch to do, 

Q: Yes. 

A: Maybe smebady had a car, but there ~ r e n ' t  very many cars either 
then. 

Q: Yes. 

A: You h o w ,  young people didn't have cars like they do now. 

Q: Yes. 

A: CL'lce in d l e  ~ ' d  £ind -body wi&  a car a d  they'd take us k x  a 
ride or samzthing, that ~3 the big thimg. 

Q: Yes. W e l l ,  did you have a happy childhood? 

A: &ll, yes, really I guess. Didn't have very rtwh, you hm, had to 
do without a lot of things that mybe same of the other kids muld have. 
But w urderstood, there ws just too rmny of us for my dad to work k, 
Ebt thm w girls started to helping out. WE m l d  like babysit and 
things for other people. I finished school there in Mind=, hen w? 
wed to Minden mines, Then I ms married there. I wnt to Sprhgfield 
S t a t e - d l ,  at  that time it w s  Springfield State Teacher's College in 
Springfield, Missouri. I mt there and then m s  married. 

Q: Did yrw umt to be a teacher then? 

A: I m s  go* to be, yes. Physical education. 

Q: Ard newer had a charm to do that? 

A: No. I didn't  go on. A t  that time, I could have taqjht wi-t a, 
you haw, degree. And then our principal mved £ran the Minden schools 
to another school and he told rn that if I wuld stay and go to school 
for year, then I wdd have a job FJhere he w s  going, as a physical 
education teacher, But I got married and I had a different job, 

Q: Well, &at age m e  you &en you *re rrtarried? 

A: %at age? 

Q: Yes. 
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Q: Okay. How long did you go to college then? 

A: Just a . . . 
Q: Just a year? 

A: Well, I was in hi& school when I mt him. I guess a year. 

0: About ayear. 

A: At a dance. met at a dance. Ele came to Wen Mines to the 
dame. They had dances every Saturday ni&t. That's o m  of the things 
w did g to, and I lwed to dance, and he did too. Or he just happened 
over there and R net at the dance. 

Q: Yes, 

A: CXlr first date w s  the seventeenth of M c h .  h t  is that? 

0: St. Patxick's. 

A: St .  Patrick's? 

Q: Oh, is it? 

A: Yes, Zhat w s  our first date, St. Patxick's day. bk wmt to the 
dame, 

Q: brmal ly  when you dated after that, h a t  t y p  of things did you do? 

A: That's it, dame, 

Q: Just e n t  to the dames. (laughter) 

A: That's about all there m s  to do. h s ,  ycxl how, writ to S- 
and dances. 

Q: Ckay. b h a t  k i d  of family did your husband care from? 

A: Well, they -re miners,  mst of his . . . ell, not all of them, ht 
his fmmr generations =re miners. U s  grardfather in England, I think 
he m i n d  in %Land didn't he? 

0: Yes. 

A: And on down, mst of thmwre miners, 



O l a  Ridley 8 

Q: Okay, kll, did you save up wney before getting married? 

A: No. We didn't have anything. & just got m i e d  and = =re just 
lucky that he had a job, got a job right m y .  'Ihen the mhes mt dam, 
I think mt dom E m  about three mnths at  that t h ,  ri&t after  vie 
=re married. bk wmt to St. 'Louis. My bra* lived in St. Louis and 
T ~ R  mt there. kk both got jobs there ard w viere there, it msn't too 
long ard when vie e n t  back h, the mines had started up again. 

Q: Well, *re did ywu l ive you l~lwed back there, what k i d  of 
home? 

Q: W e n  you writ back to the mine, yes. 

A: Oh, w e  had a nice little h e .  k rented it, and then B i l l ,  lik he 
said in his interview there, that he carte to  Springfield ard E r n i e  Mimon 
dm had gone to school with him in k lber ry ,  Kansas, saw his JXUE in the 
paper as a delegate d so he went to  Springfield and they got in taw3h 
with each other, and so that is &at brou&t us to Taylorville. So 
really I 've lived in Taylorville longer than I ever lived . . . 
Q: Ard &ere else. 

A: . . . anywhere. So this is b. 

Q: Yes. Okay. kscribe your children. How m y  children did you b e ,  
dm =re they born? 

Q: Okay. k s ?  

A: Joarvne Corley and B i l l  Ridley . 
Q: Okay. And a t  years Ere they born? 

A: In February, both in February. Joanne m s  born the eleventh of 
February ard Billy was born the second of February, 

Q: Okay. What year -e they bmn? 

A: Joanne was born in 1932 and Billy in 1934. 

Q: Okay. A l l  right, tell me a l i t t l e  bit about the household after you 
were mrried. b h  controlled the mmey? 

A: Well, I guess B i l l  did. I don't how . . . he did I guess. Wll ,  it 
seems like a t  first, when w first cam, the mines m l d  wrk awhile a d  
then, ~ 1 1 ,  they m e  just  wrking one or two days a wek dm R f i r s t  
case here. And so I got a job k. I w r k d  at the kolmrth store for 
the first job I had, and I I d  up as a cashier at the telephone ccmpany. 
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Q: Did you buy new furniture d m  you first -re mid? 

A: Yes. We boq&t furniture. k sold that when w C- to I l l h i s ,  = 
sold our furniture and bought a car. bh didn't have a car. 

Q: Oh. 

A: k sold our furniture and bought a car and cam out here w i t h  $50. 
'Ihat's all w had. We got an a p a r m t ,  tva-roan apartmnt on kst  &in. 
I think it w s  seven dollars a . . . 
0: F'ive dollars a ~ e k .  

A: . . . five dollars a wek, yes. 

Q: Okay. What about doctor bi l l s  and things, did you h e  a lot of 
those? 

A: U l l ,  not at first. I m s  in the hospital for quite a b i t .  U l l ,  
off a d  on, nothing serious I guess. 

0: We paid the doctor tm dollars a m t h  for the tJhole M l y .  

A: Yes. Idad a mine doctor, you how, Dr. Miller. That's when B i l l  was 
in the IMW of A. 

0: All  the miners had checked off their paycheck. 

Q: Yes. I heard a lot about Dr. Miller. He rmst 've been a pretty 
popular doctor around here, 

A: Well, he - the mine  doctor. 

0: Fkll, hews thecompany doctor and theyall  carre to t h e b e  to see 
you. 'Ihey didn't s d  you to the hospital, they cam to the house to see 
you= 

Q: I see. 

0: They soon stopped that. 

Q: Okay. k l l ,  did p u  get good £ r M s  whm you came to Taylowille? 

A: Oh, wder£ul. They're still friends. O f  course, the Mimon's, now 
I didn't luww Ernie or his wife. Bill h e w  than. hk didn't know h, 
but *st = got here on Saturday evening and he [Ernie Mimon] had told 
his wife-was wxking at an auto shop here, Cornbelt Auto Company, at 
that time, and it tas do- there where the Farm b e a u  is  ri&t now. It  
was a garage, big garage. I-k had told us fb t  she mrked there and to go 
there ard she d d  see us, maet us. % we wmt, she happened to be 
how, sick, so e wnt--they had an aparbnent on CZlerokee Street--so ve 
want dowz there and this lady happened to b e  an extra roan. So e got 
tha t  room fm that n igh t ,  and the next &y then R found an aparbrent, 
l b y  w e  the first one's w met, then the Hardy's, the Sharrocks, 
Fosters. 
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Q: 7h.e Hardy's, the Bill Hardy, the mine manager? 

A: John Hardy, John and Margaret. 

Q: John, okay. 

A: A d  w s t i l l  have been kids all these years. 

frMs.  
liV? in California x i a t  now, w i t h  her grarddau&W. But: we're still c ose 

Q: bhat occupations did m s t  of those frj-ends of yours have? 

Q: They a r e  mostly miners. 

A: They e r e  all miners. 

Q: hre they members of the mmgement or =re they rank and file? 

A: They were . . . 

0: Johnny. 

Q: Johnny, yes. 

0: I wrked fbr him for 22 years. 

Q: bs. Okay. All right. Let's see, &at type of things did you and 
your friends do you got together? 

A: &, m h d  dances at that t h ,  and e ' d  a l l  met at one of our 
houses. Then m'd all go to the dame. It m s  usually about six couples 
I 'd expect, 'Ihat ' s about our min thing that w did. And everybody was 
awfully nice to us durn w  car^ here, because I didn't laow anybody, you 
h, 4 I'd never been away f m n  b, a d  I got real k s i c k ,  

Q: Okay. 

A: But w stuck it out and ='re still here. 

Q: Yes. Okay. A l l  r a t ,  I think I' 11 stop here for a mirate. (tape 
stoppea) 

A: After w cam, then the mines here wren't mwking very good either. 

0: Yes. We were on strike for six mmths. 

A: So w had hard t b s  here too. 
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A: mu caul&' t save anything. If you did, you'd spend it all those 
mnths that they w e  out. You never could save anything. 

Q: Well, how did you get by during those mnths that they =re a t ?  

A: kll, w . , , w w e  renting a t  that t h  a furnished aparbrmt, 
ard he helped the lady that m e d  the aparbrent and = didn't a ~ ~ e  any 
rent when the mine mt back to wrk. bk d a $135 grocery b i l l  and E 
soon paid that off. But it w s  hard living, paying what you, keep you 
going, you h o w ,  a d  paying it back. N just d d n ' t  have anything 
left. (phone rings and mp is turned off) 

Q: You wxe talking about going in debt ard things during the strike 
and whatever. Was there a certain grocer that you wnt to? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did he -end you credit? 

A: Yes. 

Q: bho bas that? 

A: h i 1  Titron. ?helm and h c  

0: Red ard Wte Stores. 

A: And they had . . . 
Q: Red ard LMte Store. 

il Titron, they -re £rids  of ours. 

A: , . . the Red ardbhite Store at that t h ,  They Eon& the Jewel 
Shopping Center later. Or, she remrried after mister-they separated, 
the Tit~on's did, a d  she married Floyd . . , 
0: Jewel. 

A: . . . J-1 and then they . . . I don't h o w  what you'd say, they 
started the J-1 Shopping Center out here. They mxred their store out 
there, their Red and Wte Store, ard then it was alms called the Jewel 
Shoppj,ng center. 

Q: Did they extend credit to a lot of the other miners too? 

A: I imgine they did. 

0: Oh, yes ,  they carried several rmlnezs. 

A: I 'm sue they did. 

Q: Were there a l o t  of other stores that did the same thing, e x t d  
credit to than? 
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A: ell, I think yea, W y  were privately armed stores. 

0: Yes, I think they did. 

Q: I30 you knuw what same of the names of the stores =re and a t  the 
people's that omed them m e ?  

0: Well, Podeschi had a store, his brother had a store . . . 

A: It m s  Paul. 

0: Pasco. 

A: h u l  Podeschi he had a store. 

0: Paul and Pasco and. . . 
A: Paul had one before Pasco I think, and then Pasco Podeschi. 

0: Tony had a wholesale business down here, grocery wholesale. 

Q: Okay. 

0: a, there =re several stores that gave credit. 

Q: Yes. Okay, k r e  there any stores that helped out the Rogressives? 

A: Oh, I don't h o w  about that. I really don't h. 

0: No, not mch around here. 

A: I don't think, you haw, Taylomille as a whole *re against than. 

0: k11,  you see, a business rmn couldn't take sides. 

Q: Yes. 

0: %at 's the poorest thing to do whenever you're in Ixlsiness, a d  they 
probably had one, turn, or three, samebody. There msn't too m y  Progressives 
in Taylonrille, there was same, h t  not too m y .  

Q: Yes. Well, I knuw out in Langleyville, the Fabri store dealt with 
the Progressives. 

0: Yes, that's right. But &en you're in business, you can't take sides 
like that. 

Q: k. Okay. All w i g h t ,  let rae stop here. (tape tuned offmcmentarily) 

A: That was a real nice ladies store. 
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Q: So you say Calloway's was a ldies store? 

A: Yes, a d  IXler's, and those =e . . . 

A : It m s  right there, it was mstly ladies, 'key had children's, and 
they had y d  goods, yardage, just a general store, you know. 

Q: Mmn you say a lalies store, h t  does that  mean? 

Q: Okay. All ri&t. (tape turned off m p l ~ t a r i l y )  I ' m  talking to Mr. 
Ridley now, and I just mentioned that mine 58 I'd heard wrksd a l o t  mre 
than sane of the other rtdnes. b h a t  w s  the reason b r  that? 

0: Well, they rrust've had a better contract than FJhat PE had. You see, 
each mine had so rmch coal to  ship to  different places and it could be 
that they had a better contract. 

Q: Now, ewe they mchanized at the same t i n ~  as the other ndnes? 

0: Of course, they didn't produce as m h  coal as e did. 

Q: ks. my not? 

0: ell, they wasn't equipped fbr it. 

Q: h t  do you  mat^ not equipped? 

0: ell, it was an older mine, smaller cars and one thing and another. 
You see, NiPnber Nine m s  based on 5,000 tom a day. Well, E'ifiy-ei&t 
didn't produce that rmch, See, wery time they sunk a mine, they sunk it 
w i t h  mre production. 

Q: Yes ,  okay. 

0 : And Nunber Nine m s  sunk for 5,000 ton a day. 'Ihat was vhat the 
capacity of the hoisting engine ~ n a s  supposed to do. 

Q: Yes, okay. 

0: wit: they got a l i t t le mre now ad then. 

Q: Yes. Now, kinher Nine ws the first one to go back during the mine 
war r e t ?  Wing 19321 

0: Well now, they took all the personnel from a l l  four mines and brought 
than to one mine to  get started. 

Q: Right. 
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0: W e l l ,  after t h y  got one mine started, then the men started caning 
back. 

Q: I see. 

0: Iten eventually all four of them got going. 

Q: W ,  w e  yau the mine boss when they first started in 1932, 
they fixst s t a r t d  back? What =re you doing then? 

0: Yes, I w s  the boss. I m s  boss during the strike. I started bossing 
at rnoaber nine in September of 1930, on the night shift. 

Q: Okay, All riglnt now, when they first reopened Fn 1932 after the 
Progressives had gone out, did you start hauling coal imnediately? Were 
yau able to haul coal as soon as you opensd up? 

0: You mean down below? 

Q: Yes. 

0: Oh yes. 

Q: Okay. e r e  there . . . 
0 : h11, they'd wrked during the day now until they got so m y  men, 
they'd fill so m y  cars, you how, and then at night I had one man. Him 
d I d d  gather a l l  these cars up and plt them on the pardon, fill the 
bottan, a d  then they'd have that rmch to start hoisting the next day. 
And e done that until eventually other mn care back and eventually a l l  
f m  of them got started, 

Q: bs, So yw didn't have enough mrkers at first,  duin yw first 
0-2 

0: Oh, no, I only had one m. 

0: 'Ihat's all, 

Q: Just the tm of you =re doing it k. 

0: Just the tm of us. 

Q: All right. 

0: That's al l  I had, 

Q: bw long m s  it before you h d  a complete staff? 

0: Oh, it wasn't too long. 
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0 : Well, I don' t hm just tbt mnth it m s  , Ixst 'l 'd say three or f o u ~  
a k s  practically all  of than had com back. 

Q: Lk11, tel l  me this, did you ever . . . the Progressives obviously 
didn't want yrru to wrk, to bring coal up, Did you ever t ry  to trick 
them into thinkj,ng that yau =re bringing coal up by just emptying out 
empty cars? Just bringing up aapty cars? 

0: W e l l ,  they dght've run the cage up and b, yrru kmw. 

Q: To make it swnd like yau were bringing coal up? 

0: Yes. They did a l o t  of things to make than beliwe that things was 
getting better a d  better. It KHS just l ike I told you before, if that 
strike had lasted tm lmre wks, this place muld 've E n t  Progressive, 

Q: Yes.  And W.C. kgust had told you that, you said. 

0: Ihadheardhjmsayit,  

Q: Okay, W e l l ,  m l d  Peabady have all& that? 

0: & yes, they didn' t care just as long as they got the coal going. 

Q: Did p ever met the Peabody's? 

0: O f  course, they had a contract w i t h  the United Mine k r k s  you 
uderstand . 
Q: Right. 

0: And if these fellows had all vent back Progressive, there wuldn' t be 
any other my k t  to just accept the contract of the Progressives. 

Q: Did yw ever met Mr. Peabody? 

0: No, I met the boy. 

Q: The boy, which one was that? 

0: Oh, I forget his m. Sylvester I think is his name, 

Q: Okay. 

0: Sylvester Peabody, 

Q: Okay, &at was he like? 

0: Me was all right, 

Q: Well tell me, that m s  kind of a tricky thing you were do- there to 
make the Progressives think yrxl m e  hauling coal by havhg a hoist g~ up 
and dawn, Did yrm ever try anything else to make them think . , . 
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0: I never did. 

Q: Yes. 

0: Of course, it was just UE and this one m, that's a l l ,  We had to 
wrk l ike  the devil to get all  this coal on the bottan or on the pardon 
and take it up and run here ard run there. We had all  w could M l e .  

Q: Yes. my was W r  Nine the &st cme to open up? 

0: I don't know why that d d  be. 'key just all  decided on NLtmber 
Nine. It was mre in betwen see, in beheen the four mines. 

Q: So al l  the mrkers could cane &an all the different mines? 

0: Yes. YQU h o w ,  yrxl couldn't loiter a r d  uptom during the evenings 
because you had the soldiers here, 

Q: Yes. 

0: You had to plt up w i t h  them, and people didn't go to towin w h o  
Unless you really had to have sorething. 

Q: Wll, what percentage of p u r  mrkers when you first started opening 
the mine w e  strike breakers? Not strike breakers, I  lean people £ram 
autsi.de the Taylorville area? 

0: Well, the people in Taylorville, none of than e n t  back to mrk right 
m y .  Until we got this one mine going. 

Q: So ywur first wrkers yau had =re frm a t  of tom? 

0: k. WE? had sare people c- up f r a n  the south. 

Q: bs. Ebw m y ?  

0: But E had a lot of people here that didn't even go back to the mine 
ever *. 
Q: 'ihat's right, yes. k11, bwmany of them came £ran down south? 

0: Oh, thewe was qyi te  a few. But they had trouble dom there too, you 
know. 

Q: s .  b l l ,  did you have wer a hurlred? 

0: Oh yes. Yes, I 'd  say in all four mines there w at least that rmch. 

Q: Wre there mre than fi£ty percent of them &om out of tom then, 
dm you opened up in 19332 

0: No, No, I muldn't say that, You're getting pretty close though. 
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Q: Yes. 

0 :  There was a lo t  of people came from Kansas up here. Sonve of my k l k s  
carrre up here. That a s  after all the trouble ms over. No, it ms a 
touchy thing. 

. So &en you had to  deal w i t h ,  as a mine manager, dm you 
had Q: to de rp with out of t o m  people and the people £ran tow, w e  there 
any differences in than, did they act different? 

0: Oh, they held a grudge against one another, you kg 

Q: They did? Why? 

0 :  &, because sane of than mt back to  mrk  and some didn't, and mte 
never did go back. I Isnow one fellow here i n  Taylorville, his narrre tsrs 
krgan ,  he never did go back rn the mine. Zeke Pbrgan they called him. 
I think he had a boy who wrked in the post office. 

Q: Well, what about the wrkers that =re in the rrrine, how did the ast 
of towers get along with the people that m e  frcm Taylorville? 

0: Oh, they got along a l l  right. b of them didn' t approve of the 
people comhg in here and going to  work, but that could they do? 

Q: You mean the tomies didn't like the out of tomers coming in? 

0: No, they didn't apprwe of it, ht they eventually got to  &re they 
=re pretty g d  friends. 

Q: Yes. All right. As a mhe boss, did yau ever treat the townies 
different than the out of towers? 

0:  No, I never treated than any different. 

Q: D i d  yau mt to  keep the t o e s  mrking to help draw other t o h s  
back into the mine? 

0: %at do you man, other people? 

Q: Yes. To get mre people w i t h i n  the c d t y  coming back into the 
mine. 

0: Oh, yes, I'd rather see the people of this camuniq go back to the 
mine, but a lot  of them, they just W n ' t  do it. 

Q: Yes. I just mndered if maybe you might  've treated them a little b i t  
different to try to get mre of the camunity people back into the mine. 
Ma* -eat them a li t t le b i t  better? 

0: No. We'd try to  induce than to  go back to  trxlrk because they was 
ELghting a losing batt le,  and a lo t  of than =re just too bull headed, 
they d d n ' t  go. But you had to fill these positions in the mine if yau 
wanted to operate your coal mine. 
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Q: Yes. 

0: And the first one there got the job. 

Q: h y ,  

0: It blew wer quicker than I thought it wuld. 

Q: Yes. 

0: Because there ras a lot of people here that m e d  h o ~ ~ s ,  you 9, 
and one thug a d  another, a d  wldn't go back to wrk. But that s 
their business. If I had a family and a hmre to buy, I 'm gokg to think 
twice about going back to mrk, because haw else you going to pay for 
this stuff? There's a l o t  of things you don't like to do, lxtt you've got 
to swallm your pride once in awhile. 

Q: Yes. Now, dm was the superintendent at that time at Number N i n e ?  

0: B i l l  Starks. 

Q: Okay. Did he ever plt pressure on the mine bosses to . . . 
0: No. 

Q: N3, never did? 

0: I never wrked for a better fellow in my life, 

Q: D i d  any of the superintendent's pressure them a l i t t le bit to . . . 
0: No. 

0: Not me, no. 

Q: Well, did sam of the pit cd t teeman ,  did you ever see a situation 
w k e  they Ere being kjnd of d p l l a t e d  by the managanent or the 
super interdent? 

0: Well, that writ on before the trouble a d  after the trouble, because 
if you had the p i t  c d t t e e  on your side, yuu h o w ,  you could win a lot 
of cases. 

Q: Yes. 

0: Wst they =re pretty evenly makhd , I 'd say they =re pretty good 
as Ear as set t l h g  cases is concerned. 

Q: 'Ihe pit c d t t e e r m  was elected by the mrkers. 

0: That's right, 
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Q: Ebw m s  the mmqpent able to get a hold on him? 

0: Well, there's a lot of =ys you kuw. 

Q: W t  =re they? m y ?  

0: Fb, not exactly under the table, But if the c d t t e e  cam to the 
superinterdent a d  say "I 've got a friend I 'd like to get a job," that's 
the my they'd swap mound. A d  he'd hire that man to pay for the pit 
c d t t e e ,  see. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

Q: W e l l ,  haw did they get the p i t  cd t t eanm elected? 

Q: Yes, k t  the miners surely muld 've that the superintendent or 
the m h e  bosses m t e d  . , . 
0: No, they didn' t huw what ms--see, the c d t t e e  didn't mrk, all he 
did w.s care to the mine a d  when all the n m  had gone dom in the mine 
and g p e  to wrk, he went k k  b. He didn't wrk in the mine. He m s  
just one nnruz. Ncw, if they'd had a three mn c d t t e e ,  that couldn't 
happen. You see, Cut one u m ,  you can control pretty good. 

Q: Okay. 

0: bwn &re I carre £ran, District Fourteen, we almys had three man 
carmittees. You see, one of those three is going to mtch the other guy. 

Q: I see. 

Q: Yes. 

0: But one, you've got mre chance to make bSm do what you want h i m  to 
do than you wid by having three mn c d t t e e s .  So that's the way they 
operated. They hored one another. I know a lot of things that ~ n t  on 
that I didn't appruve of, k t  it w none of my business. Long as they 
treat& me r e t  I'd treat them a l l  r w t .  

Q: h t  type of things was that? 

0: M l l ,  mr '=?? conditions, ard if I ever m t e d  to favor . . . I got a 
lot  of people jo s here, I got my tw brothers a job, I got my step-hther 
a job, and several guys. 
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A: Youruncle, uncle Joe? 

0: And I got old W i e ' s  brother a job, and they done ~~le a lo t  of favors 
too* 

Q: Did superintdents, FJhen a new superintendent  can^ in, did he 
often bring i n  his o m  crew of mnagarutnt? 

0: No. bb, they didn't swi~harourd lik that. See, whenlk, Starks 
w superintdent: . , . tell, in 1930 &en I started out there, he 
becam JXrector of Mines and Minerals fiox the state. Well then, when he 
took that job, Johnny Hardy the mine m e r  rimed up to superintendent. 
That carried on until I left Number: N h  d wmt to Pam. And he w a  a 
god fellcrw to mrk  fox, the best I ever mrked for . 
Q: Tell UE this, rsameths w h ~  a wrker m n  a grievance through the p i t  
c d t t e m a n  or dmtever it mi&t  be, the mine mnager still had to  w k  
for him. k t ' s  just say in an instaxe didn't like this mrker winn ing  a 
case. lhm the mrlcer came back to  wrk ,  d d  he change his relationship 
with him, d d  he make him wrk a l i t t l e  harder? Did you wer see that 
happenZ 

0: Well, I don't get what you m. 

Q: If a mine manager didn't like a wrker winning a grievame, w d d  he 
misweat him aftexwards? Did you ever see that happen? 

0: Yau man if he lost the case? 

Q: Yes. 

0: No, he d d n ' t  . . . he'd probably b l d  a l i t t le grudge against him. 
But was just natural. 

Q: Yes. Could he give him harder mrk? 

0: Oh, he could probably change his job. As long as he didn' t change 
his q e s  he c d d  change his job. 

Q: k e  d d  he put him? 

0: Anyplace he m t e d  to. 

Q: -re U d  be the mrst place to p t  a worker? 

0: Put him in a dirt M. 
Q: Yes. Did that happen a lot? 

0: Well, it'd make him realize what he's up against. 



Ola Ridley 21 

Q: Yes. 

0: b y  had different mys, I haw tm £ellaws that &.en I m s  running 
a d i r t  gang on the night shift , I had several fellows f r a n  T-angley -king 
w i t h  rre. There w s  tm guys that Johnny had trouble w i t h ,  and their 
w s  w e  Red Hckard and Bill . , . h t ' s  B i l l  Ray's wife's first 
b b a d ' s  naE? 

0: &on, Bill Dacon. They viere almys . . . 
A: They =re Progressive wxen't they? 

A: Didn't they go Progressive? 

0 : m y  =re Progressive, yes. 'Ihey sere alwys causing trouble, see, 
and he put than on the ni&t shift on the dixt  gang, my gang. Well, I 
didn't have no grudge against than a d  Johnny muld say, "See that they 
wrk,'' and I'd say, "I w i l l .  They'll have to  do just lik the others 
do." And I never had no trouble w i t h  them. But they stayed on there for 
about three or four ~ e k s  and that k i d  of tamed them dow a little bi t .  
They didn't  like it. 'key w t e d  to go back to  their other job. k t  
that's the way they had of pmishing them. 

End of Side Che, Tape Ckle 

0: . . . to kick themhack into. 

Q: Yes. 

0 : b s  , I had a lot of guys ficm Langley mrking h r  m. 'Ihe Castolic 
boys, Kraepin-do you laww the baepin' s? 

Q: No, I don't. D i d  they ever Progressive? 

0: His mre m s  Nester Kraepin. Oh, they stayed out awhile k t  they 
eventually c e  back in. bhen they seen the mine w s  going to go to  
wxk, they c- back and got their job, M e  Castolic , Abey , you how 
- .  

them? 

Q: No I don't, Are they still a r d ?  
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0: No. Abey I think is in Arizona. Louie, he passed away. Nester 
JCraepin, I imagine he passed amy, and then F'ioni--you h o w  Honi? 

0: I think his wife still lives out there. k wrked for me. He wrked 
for me over a t  Pam, We called him Gabby. 

Yes. What =re those Langleyville wrkers like? 

Zhey was a l l  ri&t, they done the wxk, Did you h o w  Poison? 

%at m s  the name? 

Poison. 

Um' s Poison? 

He ms an Italian kid. 

W11, that was, Poison, that w s  his , . . 
He w s  Aldo Bernadini. 

'Ihat m s  his nichme, Poison? 

Yes. We called him Poison. 

my did they cal l  him Poison? 

I don't h o w .  That's a l l  I ever heard. 

Let ~IE stop here just a second. (tape stopped) 

Let me see, didn't Stormy get p i t  c d t t e e ?  

I don't know, B i l l ,  

W t  I asked w s  &en the p i t  carroitteemn =re less lrranipllated by 
Ilmag-t 

0: W e l l ,  they've all been nmipulated ever since I r e .  They was 
always &plated a l i t t l e  bit .  

A: Wasn't m l e  Joe? 

0: No. 

0: He  as an officer in local. 

A: ah. 
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Q: What about Frank FJingo? He w s  there in the 19409, 

0: Frank wrked arer at Pana ihen I - there. 

Q: Yes. W s  he the p i t  cami t temm? 

0: No, I don't think so. 

Q: Okay. 

0: They had the committee fran Pana. Frank, he m s  living in Taylorville. 

Q: kll , didn't they later have a system *re the pit c d t t e e u m  ms 
checked a t  by a district person, like a steward or something? 

0: You man a board h r ?  

Q: Yes. h did that happen? 

0 : b11, I don't bow--did anybody tell yau about Duke Livesay? 

Q: A l i t t l e  bit, not rmch. %at about him? 

0: Well, he w s  camit tee  at Number Ten. NaJ,  they IIlilllj,pulated him. 

Q: They did. 

0: Oh, yes* 

Q: Xhe superintendent did? 

0: ah yes. Anybody could manipulate him. He m s  no mre for the m a  
thanthemaninthemon.  

Q: Yes. M11, why did the men vote for him? 

0: Of caurse, I muldn't wnt you to quote m. 

Q: m y  d d  the m v o t e  for him then? 

0: W e l l ,  I don't bow. He just had a tay of getting by with than, But 
I h o w  he was &plated. 

Q: Did anyone ever buy h i m  off? 

0: V e r y & *  

Q: Did he ever get taught off? 

0: W t ?  

Q: Did he wer get paid k r  it you think? 
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0: Idon' t  know. They gavehima lot of stuff frm themine. If he 
m t e d  8-thing , . . 
A: W d  you like a glass of tea? 

0: . . . that d d ' v e  done a m y  w i t h  it, 

Q: The three m m  c d t t e e ?  

0 : ?hat' s right, because me d d  be mtching the other ones. 

Q: Yes. my didn't that get passed? 

0: W k ,  they couldn' t afford three m, you h o w .  

Q: Y e s .  Oh, that's why they didn't do i t ,  because they couldn't afford 
it? 

0: I imagine that's the reasonhy, because dmm hare where I carne frm, 
District Fourteen, but they wrked at the face. The only tirae that they 
had these cases, they d d  do it after wrk hours. 'Ihen the local union 
wDuld pay than for what tim they spent settling cases. 

Q: I see. 

0: But here they just had the one mm and they just paid him straight 
W e *  He didn't have to go to work. He didn't have to mrk in the mbne. 

Q: W1, dm was it that tried to get a three man c d t t e e ,  the union? 

0: @ail Wtlaw and Stormy D h .  

Q: Y e s .  ldmt year did they try to do that? 

0: Right after they care up here fran after the trouble. 

A: Bill, do yrm WLnt something? 

0: No, thanks. 

Q: -y, so w s  that in the 1930s then? 

0: Yes, that wuld be in the 1930s. 

Q: A d  why mren't they able to get that, &awe the cmpny couldn't 
afford m pay it. 

0: No, the local. 'ke caapany muldn't have had nothing to do w i t h  it. 
'Ihe local wuld have to, if  they hired a t h e e  man c d t t e e ,  the local 
d d  W e  to take care of it. 

Q: Was Stoxmy Dixon in charge of the local? Was he one of the local 
representatives? 
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0: k, I don't think 
l4mbe.1: Nine. I don't 
Can't r d r .  

so. I think he ran for c d t t e e  one time at 
knaw h t h e r  he w n  it or got beat, I don't how. 

Q: He's still a r d  

0: Oh, yes. 

. I'm go- to try to talk to him. 

Q: Yes, I've got his 

lives? 

. . . 
0: You'll have to go out to the golf course to get ahold of him. (laughs) 

Q: C& yes? 

A: I don't think he plays as xuch since he had his heart attack. 

0: He's a carter. 

Q: So he tried to get the three man c d t t e e  and was unable to. 

0: Ithjs lkhedid.  I ' m n o t  surenow. IthinkhimandCoilbhitlaw. 

Q: Now, nhy d d n ' t  the local want it? You say the local . . . 
0: Well, they had to pay three m. 

Q: I see. A l l  right, 

0: A d  the couldn't afford it. 

Q: But they didn't think of . . . 
0: Now, if they had made them wxk down below and settle their cases 
after wrk hours, wll thm that muld 've been a different thing. 

Q: Yes. 

0: Pay them b r  a t  time they put in. 

Q: Yes. b you r d r  anything about job sharing? I think I might've 
asked yrm that before, but I h o w  down in kher mines-I just found 
th is  out: yes-y--they . . 
0: Job sharing? 

0: They never had it a l e  I WAS in the mines. 

Q: Tha m r k s  never tried to, when the machines carne in, to spread the 
wxk out among rmre mn and reduce the hours? 
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0: No. 

Q: Okay. Wer thought abut that. Okay. bt: not have been a local 
Mmg araund this area then. 

0: See, the machines caw in here in 1929. The year before I carre kre. 
After I c a w  here. 

Q: They s t i l l  had hand loaders? 

0: SCE of than. lhey had whines a d  then they had hand loaders too. 
Eht they didn't keep them very long. 

Q: I wanted to ask you if  yau'd ever seen or heard about miners paying 
for a job. Did they ever care in and say, '%re, I ' l l  give you a couple 
hundred or samething to get me a job?'' 

0: Well, it could've happened. I've heard about it happenin%, and of 
course I 've heard about these foreigners, pu h o w ,  giving the 
superintalents m mine mmgers so rmch liquor. 

Q: Oh, really? 

0: You h a w ,  favored. 

Q: Yes. And then they wuld get a job. W h  superintendent did they 
do that to? 

0: well, they done it down hcrme mstly. 

A: Y o u m e a n  in Kansas? 

0: Yes. I used to run arourd w i t h  a fellow, he m s  amine mnager, and 
he never drank a drop when him and I WLS running a r d  together. But 
&en he started mine mnaging, things changed, d I Isnow good and el1 
he was getting it for no-. 

Q: Yes. 

0 : ?hey favored, those Italian people, they had mys of tryislg to get a 
job, 

A: Like Poison? (laughter) 

En3 of Interview 


