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Preface  

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iews  conducted by 
Franc ie  Staggs f o r  the  Oral History Of f i ce  during October and November 
of 1981. M s .  Staggs t r ansc r ibed  and e d i t e d  t h e  manuscript.  M s .  Jessie 
G i l b e r t  S a i t e r  reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

J e s s i e  G i lbe r t  S a i t e r  was born seven mi les  southeas t  of Marshall ,  I l l i n o i s  
on Apr i l  25, 1895. She l i ved  i n  t h i s  farming area u n t i l  her marriage i n  
1915, when she  moved t o  another  farm with h e r  husband. Her reminiscences 
of t hese  days provide a weal th of information on e a r l y  twent ie th  cedtury  
farming p r a c t i c e s  and r u r a l  l i f e .  There is  a l s o  information on family 
life, educat ion,  and r e l i g i o n .  She tells of many i n c i d e n t s  which 
happened t o  he r  family dur ing  t h i s  per iod.  H e r  memoir inc ludes  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of h e r  youth, married l i f e ,  c a r e e r ,  a d i scuss ion  of women 
and women's r i g h t s ,  and a d i scuss ion  of h e r  ances t ry .  This memoir sheds 
inva luable  l i g h t  on t h e  changes i n  l i f e  around Marshal l ,  I l l i n o i s  dqring 
he r  l i f e t i m e .  

Franc ie  Staggs, who i s  t h e  granddaughter of J e s s i e  G i l b e r t  S a i t e r ,  was 
born in Terre  Haute, Indiana i n  1941. She grew up on a farm near  
Mar t in sv i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  Clark County. A t  age 18, she moved t o  
Champaign, I l l i n o i s  where she  a t tended  c o l l e g e  f o r  one year and l a t e r  
w o r k d  a t  the  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s .  Af t e r  s eve ra l  yea r s  of l i v i n g  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s ,  inc luding  Okinawa f o r  one year ,  she  re turned  t o  school 
a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  and received a B.A. i n  h i s t o r y  i n  1981. 
She i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on a mas ter ' s  degree i n  h i s t o r y  a t  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty .  She is married and the  mother of two ch i ld ren .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is 2 

t r a n s c r i p t  of t he  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  ar 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i~ 
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  University i s  r 
r e spons ib l e  f o r  the f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h i s  memoir, nor  f o r  the vic 
expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t he  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quated and cited f r e e l y .  It may nat be 
r e p r p d u c d  i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanic; 
without permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral History Off ice ,  Sangamor 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



Jessie G i l b e r t  Sa i te r  
1969 



Jessie Ruth G i l b e r t  S a i t e r ,  October 24,  1981, Mar t in sv i l l e ,  I l l i n o  s,  

Francie  Staggs, Interviewer.  1 
Q: Grandma, l e t  us begin wi th  t h e  d a t e  and p l ace  of your b i r t h .  

A: Well, I was born Apr i l  25, 1895 i n  Clark County [ I l l i n o i s ] ,  t h e  same 
county I 've l i ved  i n  [most o f ]  my l i f e .  

Q: Could you t e l l  m e  t h e  name of t h e  township? 

A: Yes, [Wabash] Township. 

Q: T e l l  me  your dad's name, your mother 's name, a l i t t l e  b i t  about' 
t h e i r  ances t ry ,  and I would l i k e  you t o  t e l l  me t h e  names of your 
b ro the r s  and sisters. 

A: Well, my f a t h e r  was John W .  G i l b e r t .  He was a co l lege  graduate  and 
a school teacher--a very  good school teacher .  And my mother was Jo e t t a  
Taylor.  She was Irish--very p r e t t y .  My f a t h e r  was English.  His E 1 t h e r  
was a doctor ,  D r .  [Samuel S, ] Gi lbe r t ,  and he d i e d  of cancer--he married 
a Fredenburger. That 's  our  ances to r s .  My f a t h e r  and mother had ten 
ch i ld ren ,  only two of u s  a r e  still l i v i n g .  Do you want t h e  names of t h e  
ch i ld ren?  

Q: Y e s .  I would l i k e  t h e  names of t he  ch i ld ren .  

A: Well, Dora was the o l d e s t  and then  Clarence [and Bess] and Charles 
and James, N e l l i e ,  and then Fred died i n  March be fo re  I came i n  A p r i l ,  
and then  Frank and Ernest .  We grew up on a farm . . . my f a t h e r  taught  
school and farmed weekends and nights--many t imes i n  the  evenings. 

Q: Could you te l l  me what your bro ther ,  Fred, died from? 

Q: And was a doc tor  c a l l e d ?  

A: Y e s .  But you see i n  those  days they hait t o  cane on horseback, a d 
he died i n  March and t h e  roads were very bad. They d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  h 
was so  serious--you know, pneumonia. He was two years old  and i t  c 
80 quickly  

1. 
Q: Tell rae about your school and what educat ion was l i k e  when you were 
a c h i l d ?  
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A :  Well, i n  t h e  f i r s t  place--when I was a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  educa t ion  and 
r e l i g i o n  were two of t h e  most important t h ings  i n  our  l i v e s .  J u s t , l i k e  
our  ances to r s ,  they f e l t  t h a t  God had a d e f i n i t e  p l ace  i n  t he  homei You 
had t o  have educat ion t o  be i n t e l l i g e n t ,  you know. So we were sen t  t o  
school and my f a t h e r  d e f J n i t e l y  bel ieved i n  an educat ion and, of course,  
being a t eache r ,  many of my aun t s  were teachers .  And so we were f o r t u n a t e  
i n  many ways--we c h i l d r e n  were. You would l i k e  t o  know something about 
our  school t h a t  we a t tended?  

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, i t  was not  l i k e  the  schools  now. ( laughs)  But i t  was a white  
clapboard school.  I suppose about f o r t y  f e e t  long by t h i r t y  foot  i d e  
and the  whole n o r t h  end a c r o s s  was blackboard about t h ree  f o o t  dee j , 
because most of our work had t o  be done on t h e  blackboard. We d i d n ' t  
have copybooks l i k e  you have now. We d i d n ' t  have a l o t  of lead penc i l s  
and th ings  l i k e  ch i ld ren  have now. We d i d n ' t  have crayons a t  a l l - - that  
wasn't  thought o f .  But t h e  o l d e r  ones had s l a t e s  and one s l a t e  penc i l  
per year ,  so you had t o  be very  c a r e f u l  because i t  broke i f  you dropped 
it. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  the s l a t e  to  me? 
I 

A: Yes. It was, of course ,  you know t h e  ma te r i a l  s l a t e  i s  black.  And 
then  around i t  would be a red--usually red yarn interwoven around and 
made it s o r t  of p r e t t y ,  you know. I f  t he  o lder  ones took c a r e  of t h e i r  
s l a t e s ,  they could have what was c a l l e d  a double s l a t e  which was two 
s l a t e s  together--woven a t  t h e  s i d e  toge ther  l i k e  you would have a copybook 
o r  something put t oge the r .  But l i t t l e  ones j u s t  had a single s l a t e  
similar t o  your paper--about the  s i z e  of your paper t he re .  (po in t s  \ t o  
notepad) We would have one s l a t e  penc i l  about e i g h t  inches long t o  
s t a r t  school.  And i t ,  of course,  was breakable.  And ( laughs)  by tl& 
time t h e  school year  was over, we j u s t  had mere l i t t l e  p ieces  of s l a t e  
penc i l .  Now t h a t  ( laughs)  seems odd t o  ch i ld ren  of today with a l l  t h e  
t h i n g s  t h a t  they have t o  do with,  but  we had never seen any of those  
th ings  so we d i d n ' t  m i s s  them, you know. 

But i n s i d e  our  schoolhouse we had fou r  windows on t h e  e a s t  and west and 
a b ig  porch ac ros s  t h e  south. The road ran  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  schoolhouse 
on the  south  side. Just a s  you came i n  t he  schoolhouse t o  t h e  l e f t ,  
t h e r e  was a bench about e ighteen  inces [ t ha t ]  r an  c l e a r  around the  walls 
of t h e  schoalhouse because our church was he ld  t h e r e  too. That was our 
only church and we needed t he  space and needed the  s e a t s .  Then t h e r e  
were l th ree  rows of desks,  seats  and desks f o r  u s  t o  s i t  i n .  Well, above 
each of these windows was a small kerosene lamp. Now t h i s  is a l l  t he  
l i g h t i n g  t h a t  we had. There was a l i g h t  then up i n  f r o n t ,  of course,  a 
good lamp because of t h e  pas to r  o r  t h e  teacher ,  whichever. They would 
have t o  have a l i g h t  a t  t h e i r  desk. 

But the heat ing-al l  we  had t o  hea t  t h a t  l a r g e  roan was a s tove ,  a wood 
s tova ,  I should say four  feet long maybe and 'two feet wide. It was 
large!  because they had t o  put i n  l a r g e  [ s t i c k s ] ,  we called them smal 
logs,:  bu t ,  of course,  they were jus t  large s t i c k s  of wood. 

1 

I 
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Q: Could you t e l l  me who cu t  t hese  logs? 

A: Yes. The d i r e c t o r s .  There were t h r e e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  charge of each 
school .  Our school was named Oak Grove because i t  was placed i n  a 
b e a u t i f u l  grove of oak t r e e s .  The d i r e c t d r s  would have p len ty  of wood 
on hand and then the  o l d e r  boys would c a r r y  this i n  a t  r e c e s s  so  t h a t  we 
always had p len ty  of wood. But, of course,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of ch ips  
and d i r t  and snow on t h e  f l o o r ,  b u t  those  th ings  were not  thought so 
much of i n  those  days. 

Then a t  t h e  l e f t  as we came i n ,  t h e r e  was a water bucket--always, win ter  
and summer. T h i s  was a cedar  bucket with brass  bands around i t .  A long 
handled d ipper .  The o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  would go t o  my unc le ' s  [farm] jiust 
connected with the  school and g e t  f r e s h  water out of t h i s  spr ing .  It 
was so cold and good. But can you imagine about s i x t y  ch i ld ren  a s  we 
came i n  a t  r eces s  and so f o r t h ,  we  would each grab a dipper  of water,  
take a swallow and back i t  went i n t o  the  bucket.  And, of course,  
nowadays t h e  way they t a l k  about germs they would have sworn we wouldn't 
l i v e  t o  be s i x  years o l d ,  but then many of us  a r e  l i v i n g  t o  be a hundred, 
I mean, you see how it is.  But we d id  have a good m i n i s t e r  who would 
come about twice  a month and s t a y  the  weekend, and t h a t  was t he  church 
t h a t  we had. 

Q: Could you te l l  me  something about the  d i s e a s e s  you had then? You 
mentioned about t h e  germs. 

A: Yes. Real ly  we were very hea l thy  because we a t e  hea l thy  food, we 
had l o t s  of r e s t  and, of course ,  t h e  a i r  was pure. It isn't l i k e  i t  is  
today and we seldom s a w  a doctor  even with a large family. We went 
through a l l  of t h e  contagious d i seases :  measles,  smallpox, mumps, and 
everything.  We didnt t have a doc tor .  Mother seemed t o  know j u s t  h a t  
t o  do. 

Now f o r  co lds  i n  t he  win ter  which we,  of course,  had a l o t  o f ,  s h e  would 
always prepare i n  t h e  fall t h e  cough medicine, which i t  is  a tragedy 
t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have he r  r ec ipe  because i t  r e a l l y  d i d  work. But a l l  I 
know is,  she would go out  i n  t h e  f a l l  and ga ther  the h e a r t s  out  of t h e  
mullein i n  the pas ture .  She would b o i l  those and a l s o  boil hickory bark, 
and s l i ppe ry  d m ,  and wild che r ry  [bark] .  But f a r t h e r  than t h a t ,  
don ' t  know what all she d l d  nor don ' t  h o w  the  amounts. But then s 
would put  rock candy and a l i t t l e  whiskey fn i t  t o  preserve i t .  But 14 
then when we wauld take a r e a l  cold she would g ive  us t h a t  and she  m u l d  
grease  our  t h r o a t s  and chest with tu rpen t ine  and l a r d ,  put  a hot  c l o t h  
on, l e t  us d r i n k  a l o t  of h o t  g inge r  t e a ,  pu t  us t o  bed and make us 
sweat (laughs) as we c a l l e d  i t  then instead of persp i r ing .  Well, when 
you had a cold ,  i t  brought i t  out of you. You d idn ' t  s t a y  i n  bed very 
long. Because, you know, t h a t  jue t  took the  cold r i g h t  ou t  of you. And 
we d idn ' t  need a doc tor .  

Q: Would you m i s s  very much school because of t hese  i l l n e s s e s ?  

A: Not many, No. Very seldom. Because we dressed warm, You see 
mother k n i t  b e a u t i f u l l y  and she always knit our  s tockings ,  ou r  glove 
our mittens, and our f a s t e n a t o r s  they  c a l l e d  i t  then. Of course,  i t  
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would be c a l l e d  sca rves  now. But they were so  warm. Then, of course,  
we wore heavy underwear, boots ,  and out ing  f l anne l  d re s ses  and heavy 
coa t s .  Well, i t  was necessary because many times i n  January and February 
t h e  snow would be so bad and i t  would blow through t h e  broken g l a s s  onto 
ou r  desks,  and i t  was so co ld  i n  t h e  back of t he  school w e  would have t o  
wear our boots and c o a t s  a l l  day t o  keep our  f e e t  from f reez ing .  And so 
you s e e  we learned ,  ( laughs)  and we dressed warm. 

Q: Could you t e l l  me something about your sub jec t s  t h a t  you learned i n  
school? 

A: Well, I t h i n k  they were very  important .  Of course ,  reading and 
s p e l l i n g  came f i r s t  f o r  the l i t t l e  ones. We learned t o  read q u i t e  wel l  
and t o  s p e l l .  That was very  important .  

Q: Did you ever have s p e l l i n g  bees? 

A: Oh, yes.  That was one of t h e  th ings  through t h e  win ter  t h a t  we had 
about every, a t  l e a s t  once a month on Friday evening, sometimes twice a 
month. And we were very proud t o  win. And we always got  a g i f t  which 
was usua l ly  a good book because books were very important i n  those  days. 
And our  teacher  would g ive  us a good book. 

And then  another  th ing  t h a t  was important i n  those  days were our  games. 
Now you might t h ink  we d i d n ' t  have any fun but we d i d .  In t h e  winter t ime 
we played fox  and geese,  w e  played p i lgr ims  and Indians,  and we would 
make snowball f o r t r e s s e s  and have f i g h t s ,  you know, t h e  b a t t l e s .  And 
then i n  the  summer we would have b a s e b a l l ,  darebase,  tug-of-war, and 
Andyover which i s  throwing a b a l l  aver  t h e  bui ld ing .  You can' t now 
because the  bui ld ings  a r e  too l a rge .  But we had a lot of fun. It 
seemed l i k e  c h i l d r e n  had t o  make t h e i r  own fun  i n  those  days. They 
c rea t ed  i t .  i 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  how you p lay  fox  and geese? 
i 

A: Yes. M course,  t h a t  was i n  t h e  snow. We would make a c i r c l e  and 
t h e  o l d  fox would be i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  geese would hold hands and 
make a c i r c l e  around, and as we went around t h e  fox would watch and i f  
h e  could see some weak spo t ,  he m u l d  run i n  and jump aga ins t  i t  an i f  
he could break t h e  l i n e ,  whoever he broke they would have t o  be the  4 fox. 
But tug-of-war was a l o t  of fun  because t h e  o l d e r  ones would take we 
l i t t l e  ones i n  between them and t h a t  way they could hold t o  our wrists, 
you know, and we  would be s t rong  t h a t  way. 

Q: Did the boys and g i r l s  play t h e s e  gaww t oge the r?  

A: Yes. Always. 

Q: Did you have any games where j u s t  t h e  g i r l s  would play and t h e  boys 
would p lay  t h e i r  own game? 

A: No. I don't t h ink  so .  We r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have t h a t  many people,  you 
see. And t h a t  was another  t h ing  about schools  back then.  The o lde r  
boys-and g i r l s  nwer got ,  we l l ,  t h e  g i r l s  go t  t o  go [ t o  school]  bu t  n o t  
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t h e  bays. They never went t o  school u n t i l  a f t e r  Christmas was over and 
t h e  corn was ou t .  YOU s e e  they had t o  he lp  t h e i r  dads on the  farm. And 
then  t h a t ' s  another  p l ace  & e r e  my f a t h e r  helped out a g r e a t  d e a l .  Some 
of them were very poor and t h e i r  ch i ld ren  d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  go a l l  of t h e  
time, and he would go t o  t h e i r  homes and teach  them and keep them up 
with t h e i r  grades.  He would o f t e n  have f i v e  or six t o  meet i n  a home 
and he would t u t o r  them, you know. He always loved educat ion and was a 
g r e a t  he lp  t o  t he  community i n  t h a t  way. 

Q: Do you remember t h e  amount of money he would r ece ive  f o r  t u t o r i n g ?  

A: Oh, nothing. Oh, no, no. Those th ings  were done out of love f o r  one 
another .  It's j u s t  l i k e  when someone i n  t he  neighborhood took s i c k ,  t h e  
neighbors  a l l  went i n  and d id  whatever should be done. They d i d n ' t  a sk  
f o r  he lp ,  they j u s t  went i n  and gave i t .  

Q: Now, when you were i n  grade school ,  d id  you have t h e  same teacher  
throughout grade school o r  did you have d i f f e r e n t  teachers? 

A: Oh, occas iona l ly  one teacher  would g e t  t o  s t a y  two years ,  but not  
o f t en .  That ' s  another  th ing  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  than today. We s t a r t e d  
school i n  September, but  i t  would go through March. Then Apr i l  was, a 
month of vaca t ion .  We c a l l e d  i t  ou r  spr ing  vaca t ion .  Then we had what 
w e  c a l l e d  summer school;  May and June. And j u s t ,  of course ,  t h e  
younger c h i l d r e n  were a l l  t h a t  go t  t o  go t o  summer school because t e 
o lder  ones had t o  be working a t  home by t h a t  time. They were r e a l 1  
busy. 

t 
Q: Now, d id  most of t he  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  you at tended school with,  d i d  
they go onto high school and graduate  from high school? 

A: Seldom. My o l d e s t  s i s t e r  went t o  co l l ege  and my next  o l d e s t  s i s t e r  
went t o  high school.  Outside of t h a t  none of we ch i ld ren  got  t o  go t o  
h i g h  school .  I had wanted i t  and would have gone had my mother n o t  
taken very ill. But being t h e  only  l i t t l e  s i s t e r  a t  home, and I had two 
l i t t l e  brothers and an  o l d e r  b ro the r  and my f a t h e r  when she took i l l .  
In those  days you d i d n ' t  send them t o  a nursing home. You took ca re  of 
your own, you know. And w e  thought she would be well i n  a year  o r  t w o ,  
but she was s i c k  f o r  s i x  years  so I d i d n ' t  get t o  go onto school.  

1 
Q: Did most of t h e  boys no t  go onto high school because they were / 
needed on t h e  farm? 

A: I t h i n k  most ly because they j u s t  went on and did a s  t h e i r  f a t h e m  
d i d ,  you know. Farming was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  then than i t  i s  now and, of 
course,  t h e r e  were no pressures .  You d i d n ' t  have t o  keep account of 
everything t h a t  was going on. It was a l i f e  of peace i n  a way. A s  I 
look back an  i t ,  I used t o  th ink  t h a t  i t  wasn't very p l easan t ,  bu t   you 
know as I look a t  t he  world today, I can s e e  where we were r e a l l y  almost 
l i v i n g  i n  a paradise .  

Q: So i t  was hard work b u t  you enjoyed it? 
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A: It was hard work, but  we came i n  i n  the  evening, we had a good 
meal, we went to  bed, and had a good n i g h t ' s  rest, and the  next  day w a s  
t h e  next  day. We d i d n ' t  have government s tanding  over us t e l l i n g  us 
what t o  do o r  anything. And two men wanting t o  make a bargain o r  a 
c o n t r a c t ,  they would j u s t  shake hands. That 's  a l l  t h a t  was necessary.  

Q: So t h e r e  was more t r u s t  then?  

A: Oh, honesty of course.  And reputa t ion!  Oh my goodness, anyone t h a t  
caused a scandal ,  t h a t  was r e a l l y  something. And nowadays, why, my 
p a r e n t s  and grandparents  would t r u l y  be shocked, I am sure .  

Q: Before we move on t o  another  t op ic ,  is t h e r e  anything e l s e  you would 
l i k e  t o  say about when you went t o  school? 

A: Yes, one o r  two. The teacher  we  had, of course,  taught  all ei&t 
grades which i s n ' t  done now. Another t h ing ,  we a l l  had t o  walk. * 
walked a mile and sometimes, l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  snow was so deep i t  would 
be the  fences,  and we could j u s t  walk a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d s  and cut of f  
t h e  d i s t ance .  

Then another  thing was our  lunches. (laughs) Now the ch i ld ren  have/  ho t  
lunches, and we would t ake  a sandwich of meat, i f  we were lucky, or a 
sandwich of pumpkin b u t t e r ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  Sometimes mother 
would have sorghum cookies  and we could have a cookie.  That w a s  q u i t e  a 
treat. But we d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  take j e l l y  because t h a t  was f o r  company--we 
couldn ' t  a f fo rd  t h e  sugar and everything.  

Q: So, school was q u i r e  important t o  a l l  of t h e  youngsters when you were 
a ch i ld?  

A: Oh, yes  i t  was. We t r i e d  never t o  m i s s  a b i t  of i t ,  

Q: You mentioned t h a t  your church was a l s o  where you went t o  school. 
Could you t e l l  me something about r e l i g i o n  and what i t  w a s  l i k e  when you 
were a chi ld?  

A: Well, t h a t  would be hard t o  desc r ibe  i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  because, as I 
s a i d ,  our  min i s t e r  r e a l l y  only  came about twice a month. He would be 
there for a weekend. It w a s  very d i f f e r e n t .  We had no music, of coyrse,  
only s inging .  And, of course,  they  r e a l l y  were severe.  I mean t h e y ;  
r e a l l y  preached the  gospel.  

, Q: When you say t h e r e  was no music, do you mean no piano? 

A: We had nothing l i k e  t h a t  because we could not  a f fo rd  i t .  You know, 
back i n  those days t h e r e  were so many th ings  t h a t  people j u s t  couldn'p 
a f fo rd .  They had the necess i t ies - - they  worked very hard f o r  those ,  bu t  
w e  didn'  t f e e l  t h e  need f o r  s o  many things like they do now. 

Q: Codd you tell m e  what t h e  men would do i n  t h e  church and then  late 
what the women would do i n  the  church? 

I 
I 
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A: Well, of course ,  the men took c a r e  of t he  church and they saw t h a t  
i t  was i n  good condit ion.  And usua l ly  t h e r e  was a man who was t h e  
super in tendent  of t he  Sunday School and my f a t h e r  l e d  the  s ing ing ,  h e  
had a b e a u t i f u l  t enor  voice--just happened t o  be t h e  one who could do 
t h a t .  

The mmen, we had some love ly  v o i c e s  among the  women. They always had 
t h e i r  p a r t .  When t h e r e  were d inners  t h e  women, of course,  played t h e i r  
p a r t .  I don' t r e c a l l  any severe  l i n e  of d i f f e r e n c e  i n  our  church. Now 
i n  t h e  German church back then,  t h e  men had t o  s i t  on one side and t h e  
women on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  But t h a t  was n o t  so i n  our  church. 

Q: Could the  women teach  Sunday School c l a s s e s ?  

A: Oh, yes .  They d i d .  

Q: Now what denomination? 

A: Methodist and C h r i s t i a n  a t  one time. It was Methodist and then i t  
became a C h r i s t i a n  Church. 

Q: So, you mentioned they were s t r i c t ,  r e a l l y  s t r i c t  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f s ?  

A: Yes. Very s t r i c t ,  yes.  Many th ings  t h a t  a r e  allowed i n  t h e  church 
today were j u s t  n o t  allowed, you know. It i s  j u s t  so d i f f e r e n t .  

Q: What were t h e  sermons l i k e ?  

A: Oh, they would take a sermon from the  Bible .  Very s i m i l a r  t o  what 
they  do now. ( laughs)  They s t r e s s e d  i t  p r e t t y  s t rong ly .  They would 
h i t  t h e  desk, you know, and stamp t h e i r  feet. It would seem odd t o  
young people today. 

Q: Was t h e r e  a l o t  of s t r e s s  on h e l l f i r e  and damnation? 

A: Yes, t h e r e  was. ( laughs)  Tried t o  scare you t o  death. 

Q: Looking back on t h a t ,  how do you feel a b ~ u t  t h a t  p a r t  of i t? 

A: 1 have never f e l t  t h a t  a m i n i s t e r  needed to be rambunctious, i f  you 
want t o  use  t h a t  word. C h r i s t  was so  gen t l e .  H e  was so very q u i e t  1 ,and 
so g e n t l e  a l l  of t h e  time he was on e a r t h  t h a t  I don ' t  s ee  why t h e y '  
can' t  put  ac ros s  t h e  same message. 

Q: So you feel sca r ing  people is not t he  answer? 

A: I dqn' t  th ink  i t ' s  t h e  r i g h t  answer. No, I don ' t .  

Q: You mentioned before  t h a t  t he  women would take  c a r e  of the  meals. 
Did you have a l o r  of s o c i a l  ga ther ings  wi th  people i n  t h e  church? 

A: Not in the winter ,  i t  was so  co ld .  In t h e  summer we would g e t  
t oge the r ,  but i n  the  winter  i t  was j u s t  so b i t t e r l y  co ld .  
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Q: Could you desc r ibe  something about t hese  ga ther ings?  

A: Well, j u s t  a l o t  of food. J u s t  a l o t  of food, and s inging ,  and j u s t  
a good t i m e .  The k ids  would p lay ,  you know. We'd j u s t  have a good 
t ime . 
Q: Would you eat t he se  meals a t  t h e  church? I 
A: Oh, yes. A t  t h e  school house. ( laughs)  Because t h a t  was our  !church, 
you know. And, of course ,  out  i n  t h e  grove, a s  I s a i d ,  i t  was a b e a u t i f u l  
grove--so shady i n  t h e  summer--so p r e t t y  and awful ly nice t o  p lay  
the re .  And i n  the [ f a l l ] ,  of course,  they had l o t s  of leaves  t o  p$i  i n  
and t h a t  made it n i c e ,  too.  (stopped t h e  recorder )  I 

Q: I would l i k e  now t o  have a sense of what farm life was l i k e  around 
1905. Could you t e l l  me something about your experiences on t h e  farm? 

A: Well, what time of year? 

Q: Could you s t a r t  with what you d id  i n  January? 

A: Yes. I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  th ing  w e  should mention i s  t h e  change in 
weather, which i s  very important.  Back then  you knew j u s t  about whft 
each month was going t o  be; November, December, January,  and February 
were b i t t e r l y  cold.  Now i t ' s  up and down. ! 

I 

Q: You would say i t  was co lde r  then  than  i t  i s  now? 

A. Oh my goodness, yes. And then  a very i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  t h a t  we had 
t o  do i n  January was butchering.  Rea l ly ,  I thought t h a t  was the  h i g h l i g h t  
of w e  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i f e .  I 
Q: Could you desc r ibe  butchering f o r  me?  1 

A: Yes. Father would butcher  about e i g h t  hogs and a beef ,  because ! l i k e  
I said, t h e r e  were t e n  c h i l d r e n  and then we always had l o t s  of canpiny. 
And i t  l a s t e d  t h e  year,  you see .  The neighbors would come i n  a t  da l i g h t ,  
they would butcher  t h e  hogs, then  open them and c l ean  them and hang them 
t o  c h i l l  out  overnight .  Then t h e  next day they would come i n  and s r t  
c u t t i n g  them up, fix t h e  l a r d  t o  render ,  t h e  sausage t o  be made i n t  
sausage,  and so f o r t h .  Now t h e  women's p a r t  w a s ,  of course,  t o  g e t  

is  where t h e  sausage w a s  s t u f f e d .  The meat w a s  s o  n i ce .  

i 
d inne r  f o r  a l l  those men and then t o  c l ean  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s  because t h a t  

Then a s  soon as t he  t h i r d  day a f t e r  i t  was c h i l l e d  out thoroughly, my 
f a t h e r  wauld weigh t h e  meat and t o  every hundred pounds he had a r e c i p e  
of brown sugar ,  r a i n  water, s a l t p e t e r ,  and sa l t .  And he w u l d  mix t h a t  
t oge the r  i n  a b ig  i r o n  kettle and br ing  i t  t o  a b o i l .  Well, he would 
pack the  hams down f i r s t  i n  t h i s  big b a r r e l  which, of course,  was never 
allowed t o  be used for anything except  f o r  h i s  meat. Then the  shoulders  
were put  on top and then  t h e  s i d e s .  Well, a f t e r  t h i s  came t o  a b o i l ,  he  
would skim off t h e  scum t h a t  came t o  t h e  t op  and cool i t .  Then t h a t  was 
poured over t h i s  meat i n  t h e  b a r r e l  and a weight put on i t  t o  keep ift 
down i n  t h e  b r ine  six weeks. Then i t  came out  of t h e  b r ine  and he tuld 



J e s s i e  Ruth G i l b e r t  S a l t e r  9 

b o i l  t h a t  b r i n e  and skim i t  o f f  because t h e  s a l t p e t e r  brought t h i s  e x t r a  
blood out  of t h a t  meat. He would b o i l  t h i s ,  and skim i t ,  and cool  i t ,  
and put i t  back over  t h e  meat every o the r  day f o r  t h r e e  days. And then 
i t  was taken ou t  and dra ined ,  and t h e  meat was hung i n  t h e  old smokehouse 
by s t r i n g s  on t h e  r a f t e r s  and t h e r e  i t  d r i e d ,  d r i p  d r i e d .  

Then t h e  process  of emoking began, and we'd have a small i r o n  contq iner  
underneath and sawdust i n  i t  and usua l ly  we used sugar o r  maple an4 
hickory. Hickory, of course ,  always burned wel l ,  but they thought t h e  
sugar  t r e e  wood gave i t  a sweeter  f l avo r .  But a t  any r a t e ,  we'd tqke 
t h e  s m a l l  pieees and l a y  them on t h i s .  Well, i f  i t  s t a r t e d  t o  b laze ,  
you put sawdust on because i t  would burn your meat. It w a s  t h e  smoke 
t h a t  you wanted--you wanted the  f l a v o r  of t h e  smoke. Well, we  d i d  t h a t  
u n t i l  t h e  meat was a golden brown--usually, o f f  and on t h r e e  weeks. 

Then i t  was taken down and Mother had n i c e  c lean  white sacks t h a t  &e 
would put them in ,  and then i t  w a s  hung back up out  i n  t h e  [smokehouse] 
and it would keep a l l  summer. And, oh how d e l i c i o u s  t h a t  ham was *en 
you cut t h a t  open i n  t h e  center-- just  so  pink and oh, t h e r e ' s  j u s t  
nothing l i k e  i t .  

Q: Did your mother ever preserve  any of t he  meat by canning? 

A: Well, we d i d n ' t  have g l a s s  cans--she had very few g l a s s  cans,  and 
what few t h e r e  were she  used f o r  r a spbe r r i e s ,  and c h e r r i e s ,  and black- 
berries. Even our  tomatoes were canned i n  tin and sealed with sealLng 
wax. You see, back i n  those days t h e r e  was so l i t t l e  g l a s s ,  and then a t  
butchering time, t h e  Gypsies u s u a l l y  came around. 

They were people t h a t  made t h e i r  l i v i n g  just going from place  t o  p l ace  
begging and we c h i l d r e n  were so f r igh tened  of them. We always ran 
under t h e  bed as soon as we heard them say,  "Gypsies!" 

Q: Did they wear c o l o r f u l  c lo th ing?  

A: Yes, they d i d ,  and 1 guess they  r e a l l y  were harmless. It was just 
t h e  rumors t h a t  we heard,  t h a t  they s t o l e  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  Of course ,  
you h o w ,  we bel ieved i t .  

Q: About how many Gypsies would you see?  

A: Well, n o t  u s u a l l y  more than  two o r  t h r e e  caravans, you know, dur ing  
the  winter would come through. 

Q: Let's g e t  back t o  butchering.  Could you desc r ibe  t o  m e  how you made 
the  sausage? 

A: Well, i t  was t h e  leaner p a r t s  of the  hog as i t  was cu t  up, but  t h a t  
of course, was used f o r  l a r d  and the  f a t  around t h e  head, i t ' s  c a l l e d  
jowls. But t h a t  and t h e  e a r s ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  was cooked i n  and put  
with t h e  l i v e r  and made l i ve rwurs t .  The liver was so  lean ,  i t  had t o  
have eoae f a t ,  you know, t o  put wi th  i t  and sal t ,  and, pepper, and onions. 
And i t  made i t  very t a s t y .  
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And then the  sausage, of course,  w a s  t h e  l eane r  s t r i p s  of [meat] .  We 
d i d n ' t  have pork chops i n  those  days, i t  was backbone and then,  you 
know, t h e  lean was trimmed o f f  of t h e  hams, and shoulders ,  and every th ing  
t o  make them shapely. And then  t h a t  was a l l  ground and i t  was f i n e ,  and 
then  t h a t  was s t u f f e d .  We had a s t u f f e r .  You put t h a t  i n  a con ta ine r  
t h ing  and then you pressed down on that  similar t o  a, I don ' t  b o w ,  s o r t  
of a l i t t l e  k i tchen  pump I would say o r  something, you know. As yau go 
up and down, you press  on t h a t  and i t  would push t h a t  sausage out  i n t o  
those  i n t e s t i n e s .  

Q: Yes. 

A: And some people would hang i t  and srnoke i t ,  bu t  we d i d n ' t  h a r d l y  
ever.  They j u s t  put sal t ,  and pepper, and sage i n  t he  sausage and mixed 
i t  t h a t  way. 

Q: Did your family eve r  go around and help  other neighbors a t  butcher ing  
time? 

A: Oh, yes.  Everybody d i d ,  a h  yes. That was the  fun of it. (laugf a) 

Q: Now the  women t h a t  prepared t h e  meals,  d id  d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l i e s  g e t  
t oge the r  and e a t  the meals, and t h e  women would b r ing  the  food? 

A: Oh, yes. Everybody brought i n  food. Oh, t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  a day. And 
we kids always g o t  a headache o r  stomach ache o r  something so we could 
s t a y  a t  home. 

Q: So you wouldn' t have t o  go t o  school t h a t  day? (laughs) 

A: Oh, yes because we were never allowed t o  m i s s  a school day u n l e r s  i t  
was an emergency, And we would f i n d  some way t o  g e t  t h a t  emergency. 

Q: Could you tell me anything e l s e  t h a t  was done on t h e  farm i n  Jaauary? 

A: Oh, of course ,  every week i t  was wash and i r o n ,  and the  washing was 
so d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many reasons.  F i r s t ,  was t h e  method. We had t o  
carry--they d i d ,  c a r r y  t h e  water i n  from ou t s ide  a t  t h e  pump. 

Q: Would t h e  men c a r r y  i n  t h e  water? 

. A: Oh, n o t  u sua l ly ,  because they were so buoy feeding.  It was s o  
b i t t e r l y  co ld  and they would have t o  do t h e  feeding. They had t o  c u t  a 
l o t  of wood. They'd have t o  g e t  i n  some of t h e i r  shucked corn, you 
know. There were so many th ings  t h a t  they had t o  do. 

Q: So the women would c a r r y  i n  the  water. 

A: Well, the younger c h i l d r e n  as a r u l e ,  you know, c a r r i e d  the  water, 
and the  mod, and the  k ind l ing ,  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  But you would 
bring that water and g e t  i t  ho t ,  and then a s  I w i l l  t e l l  you l a t e r  on, 
Mother y d e  h e r  own soap. 
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Q: Could you desc r ibe  f o r  m e  now how your family made soap? 

A: Yes. A s  I t o l d  you before ,  of course,  we burned wood and t h a t  made 
ashes.  Well, Father  had an ash hopper and i t  was b u i l t  l i k e  a "V" and 
t h a t  "Vtl f i t  down i n  a trough. And we would s t a r t  i n  dur ing ,  oh, 
February and a l l  t he  ashes  from the  s toves  were taken out and put  i n  
t h i s  hopper, and by t h e  l a s t  of Apri l  o r  May, of course,  i t  would be 
f u l l  of ashes.  And then  we'd s t a r t  pouring water  on i n  Apr i l ,  everyday 
and t h a t  was t h e  younger ones work t o  c a r r y  water and pour on those  
ashes .  That would d r i p  down--the water would go through t h e  ashes--go 
out  t h e  trough i n t o  a big i r o n  k e t t l e  which, of course ,  was pure l y e .  

And then when Mother got  ready t o  make her soap, through t h e  win te r  
months she had saved a l l  t h e  bones and t h e  r i n d s  from t h e  meat and odd 
th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  and ta l low.  Father  always butchered the  beef ,  I 
fo rgo t  t o  mention t h a t ,  and she'd have a g r e a t  dea l  of ta l low and she 
would put t h a t  a l l  i n  t h a t  l y e ,  and stir i t over a f i r e  outdoors  i n  this 
big  i r o n  k e t t l e .  And i t  even tua l ly  would thicken. It was much l i k e  
jelly, i t  would quiver and i t  was j u s t  a s o r t  of a p r e t t y  amber c o l o r .  
It w a s  r e a l l y  s t rong .  

Q: Is t h e r e  any soap today t h a t  would cunpare t o  t h i s  l ye  soap? 

A: I shouldn ' t  t h ink  anyone would da re  t o  use t h a t  s t rong  a soap on 
s y n t h e t i c  th ings .  I don ' t  t h ink  you'd da re ,  But another  th ing  they 
dfd  w a s  t o  make b u t t e r  and, of course ,  t h e  men would do t h e  milking,  
That was another  th ing  i n  t he  win ter ,  the men u s u a l l y  d id  the milkihg.  
Well, t h e r e  were no s e p a r a t o r s  in  those  days. You d idn ' t  go t o  t h e  
s t o r e  and g e t  your two percent  milk o r  anything.  

Men brought t he  milk i n  and i t  was s t r a i n e d  very c a r e f u l l y  i n t o  c rocks .  
Each crock had a wooden lid j u s t  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h a t .  Well, then  when 
t h i s  milk would sour ,  the cream, of course,  came t o  t h e  top and Mother 
would skim t h a t  o f f ,  We had a s tone  churn wi th  a dasher  up and down i n  
i t .  Well, when she  go t  enough cream she would put i t  into t h a t ,  and 
usua l ly  on Saturday i s  when we would have t o  do our  churning. We 
ch i ld ren ,  I f  we were old enough, t h a t  i s  what we d id .  I 
Q: How much would t h i s  con ta ine r  hold? I 
A: Oh, vny of them s i x  ga l lons ,  bu t  you wouldn't have t h a t  much c&m, 
you bow. It would go up and down, up and down, but  i t  was such good 
sweet b u t t e r .  It was so good and then  Mother would use the  bu t t e rmi lk  
off of i t  t o  make pancakes and b i s c u i t s .  She could make wonderful 
bu t te rmi lk  b i s c u i t s .  

Q: Did your mother ever  make c o t t a g e  cheese? 

A: Oh - 8 ,  a l l  t h e  time. Oh yes,  you always had c o t t a g e  cheese. Yau 
would put this r i c h  cream on i t  and i t  was so good. Then another  t h ing  
t h e  women had t o  do, of course ,  was i ron ing  which was very d i f f i c u l t .  
We had n@ ironing boards so you padded your o l d  table with  q u i l t s  and 
th ings ,  and you d id  a l l  your i ron ing  on t h a t .  The i r o n s  were j u s t  flat 
i r o n s ,  they were c a l  l ed .  
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Q: How many would you use? 

A: I f  you were lucky you had s i x  o r  seven because then  you wouldn't 
have t o  wait so  long f o r  them t o  hea t .  Because, you see, you put t hese  
on the  s tove  t o  hea t .  And some of them had a handle of t h e i r  own which 
you had t o  pad c a r e f u l l y  o r  you would burn your hand, but some had a 
s e p a r a t e  handle t h a t  would slip on. Mother d id  have t h a t .  You were 
very  c a r e f u l  t o  watch because i f  t h e  i r o n  was a l i t t l e  too  hot  you 
scorched th ings .  I f  i t  wasn't  h o t  enough, i t  wouldn't i r o n  because 
everything was dampened i n  those  days t o  be ironed--the towels,  t h e  
pi1 lowcases, t h e  shee ts--everything was i roned.  

And, of course,  I ' m  su re  t he  younger people--probably a d u l t s  l i s t e n i n g  
t o  t h i s  would say, "Well, how f o o l i s h .  Why would they want t o  i r o n  a l l  
of t ha t ? "  But you see ,  we d i d n ' t  have s y n t h e t i c s .  It was c o t t o n ,  or  
l i n e n ,  o r  woolen, and i t  would have been a  mess, and i n  those  days, 
women were proud of their  achievements. They wanted th ings  t o  look 
n i ce .  

Q: Did the  men ever help  with t h e  i ron ing  i n  any way? 

A: Oh, no. Oh, no. Back i n  those  days men's work was men's work, nd 
women's work was women's work. My dad was very good t o  he lp  wi th  t e 
garden; however. Some men d i d n ' t ,  but  he was very good about t h a t ,  and i awful ly good wi th  t h e  ch i ld ren .  And then,  of course,  all women . .,. 
you had t o  make a l l  your bedding. You d i d n ' t  buy b lankets ,  you d i d g ' t  
buy anything,  you made i t .  And they would p i ece  q u i l t s  and then th4y'd 
have q u i l t i n g  days, you know, neighbors would go from one p lace  t o  : 

another  and take a d i s h  of food. 

Q: Did you c a l l  it q u i l t i n g  bees? 

A: Well, they j u s t  m e t  and q u i l t e d ,  and you could put  out a q u i l t  i n  a 
couple of days t h a t  way i f  you had enough women on i t .  And we always 
had l o t s  of p r e t t y  q u i l t s  and, of course,  they took g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  t h a t  
too, you know. 

Q: Could yob desc r ibe  anything about q u i l t i n g  f o r  me? 

A: Well, i t  is  j u s t  a  ma t t e r  of--well, you put i t  i n  t h e  frame and 
s t r e t c h  i t .  O f  course ,  you have t o  have your co t ton  i n  the  middle,  i n d  
between t h e  l i n i n g  and t h e  top,  and then i t ' s  a needle  it 's j u s t  a very  
fine--they used t o  q u i l t  i n  f e a t h e r s ,  and a l l  s o r t s  of th ings .  It was 
q u i t e  an ar t ,  you know, t o  do those  th ings .  

Q: Did moat of t h e  women q u i l t ?  

A: Oh, yes. I th ink  i n  those  days most everybody d i d .  And then  most 
of them knit. Then another  t h ing  tha t  w e  younger c h i l d r e n  could do was 
t o  clean the lamps. We had coa l  o i l  lamps, you know. And, of course,  
by morning after they'd been burned a t  n i g h t ,  t he  chimneys would g e t  a l l  
b l a c k  wi th  soo t ,  and we'd have t o  take them o f f ,  and c l ean  them, and 
r e f i l a  them with kerosene. 
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Q: We were t a l k i n g  about how your mother made t h e  bread.  Is t h e r e  /any- 
th ing  else you would l i k e  t o  sha re  with me about how she  d id  t h i s ?  

A: Well, f know t h a t  i t  [ t h e  yeas t ]  would harden and she would crumble 
t h a t  up i n t o  small  por t ions .  I know t h e  neighbors would come and g e t  a 
c e r t a i n  amount. And Mother would use  a h a l f  teacup f o r  a l a r g e  batch of 
bread. That ' s  a l l  I can remember. I was just a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  you 
I wish we knew h e r  rec ipe .  It's sad t h a t  we don ' t  know these  

Q: You mentioned t h a t  your f a t h e r  would t ake  c a r e  of feeding. What 
kind of l i v e s t o c k  d id  he have? 

A: Oh, t hey  had c a t t l e ,  hogs, and they 'd  feed t h e  chickens,  and t h  
geese, and the turkeys i n  t h e  winter t ime s o  Mother wouldn't have t o  

Then our--what we c a l l  s i l ve rware  today--it was t i n  with wooden handles  
and, of course,  they rus t ed  so each morning we had a t i n  pan with a 
b r i c k  dus t .  We'd take a b r i c k  and pound i t  up real fine, and keep i t  i n  
t h e r e  with an old c l o t h .  And we'd dampen t h a t  c l o t h  and t h a t ' s  what we 
scoured t h e  knives and f o r k s  with every mornlng so they'd be b r i g h t  and 
shiny.  

Q: Now you'd do this all throughout t h e  year? 

A: Oh, yes. We had t o  do t h a t  a l l  through t h e  year--that was a p a r t  of 
women's work. And then,  of course ,  they made t h e i r  bread. Mother 
u sua l ly  baked bread about t h r e e  times a week and t h a t  was q u i t e  a job. 
She was very unusual because she  made h e r  own yeas t ,  which no one i n  the  
community d id .  They always came and go t  yeas t  from hex. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  how you make yeas t?  

A: Well, I can p a r t i a l l y  t e l l  you. I know i t  was made from hops. The 
hops grew on the  v i n e  on ou r  garden fence.  The v i n e  was s i m i l a r  t o  a 
passion vine, I should say. And t h e  hops came i n  s o r t  of clumps l i k e  
grapes  only they - re  s i l v e r  i n  c o l o r  and they had open--I don ' t  b o w  
how t o  desc r ibe  i t - - f lakes ,  they  looked l i k e  a f i s h  f l ake .  But they 
would look l i k e  a p i n e  cone o f f  of a t r e e ,  you know, how they open out .  
Well, t h a t ' s  what they  looked l i k e ,  and they were from an inch t o  sgme- 
times two inches  long. But they would be ready t o  p ick  i n  J u l y  andtwe 
would p ick  those  hops f o r  Mother, and then  . . . 
Q: Now hops, a r e  they used i n  making beer? 

A: Yes. It 's the  same th ing .  You r a r e l y  see a v ine  nowadays. But 
then  I suppose they have them somewhere, Then Mother would take those 
hops and she had a r ec ipe ,  of course.  She would b o i l  them and skim t h a t  
j u i c e .  And then  1 know one th ing  she thickened i t  wi th  cornmeal, bu t  
ou t s ide  of t h a t  I have no idea  what e l s e  she  put i n  i t .  But I know i t  
made b e a u t i f u l  bread. 

END OF SIDE ONE 
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o u t  and do t h a t .  Of  course,  t h e  c a t t l e  took a l o t  of c a r e  and the  
hogs--it was so cold.  

Q: Could you t e l l  m e  how many of these  t h a t  he had? 

A: Not l i k e  they  do today. I t h i n k  he only had about f o r t y  o r  fifty 
head of hogs or something l i k e  t h a t .  And probably twenty head of 
cattle--something of t h a t  s o r t .  We milked our  cows, you see, we d i d n ' t  
go i n  for big c a t t l e  [he rds ] .  He j u s t  had two hundred a c r e s  of laad. 

Q: Was t h i s  considered a l a r g e  . . . 
A: Oh, yes ,  indeed i t  was! P a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  you made i t  from scratch 
and r a i s e d  ten  ch i ldren .  That was q u i t e  a n  [accomplishment]. 

Q: You mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  your dad was a school teacher  and then he 
became a farmer. Could you t e l l  me  why he became a farmer? 

A: No. (laughs) No, I don ' t .  

Q: Could he make more money farming than  teaching school? 

A: I don ' t  know whether i t 's  because he married my mother and, of course ,  
farming was t h e  usual  way of l i f e  a t  t h a t  time. I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 
You s e e  t h a t  was never ta lked  about.  

Q: You mentioned t h a t  you had chickens. What d id  you do with t h e  eggs? 

A: We d idn ' t  g e t  very many through January and February. It was so 
b i t t e r l y  co ld .  We had no hea t  i n  t h e  chicken house, and sometimes even 
t h e i r  feet  and t h e i r  c a b s  would f r eeze  and thaw, you know, because it 
was so  cold.  But later i n  t h e  sp r ing  they'd s t a r t  t o  l a y  then.  I 

Q: Where m u l d  your mother s e l l  t he se  eggs? 

A: A t  town if we had any. We d i d n ' t  e a t  them because we had t o  use 
t h a t  t o  buy o u r  sugar  and coffee which were the only two th ings  t h a t  we 
bought a t  t he  s t o r e ,  o u t s i d e  of our  shoes.  

Q: Now, where you 'bought these th ings .  Was t h a t  i n  Marshall? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And how f a r  was Marshall from your farm? 

A: About seven miles. 

Q: Would your father sell any of t h e  hogs and c a t t l e ,  o r  would he use 
a l l  ef them f o r  butchering? 

A: Oh, no. They'd always s e l l  what they d i d n ' t  need. 
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Q: And where would he send these  t o  market? 

A: They would t ake  them t o  Marshall .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you remember what kind of pr ice  he would g e t  f o r  t he  l i v e s t o c k  
around 19051 

A: No. I was too l i t t l e  then--I don ' t  remember, but  i t  couldnt t have 
been ve ry  much, you know. 

Q: T e l l  me some of t h ings  you would do on the  farm i n  February? 

A: Well, i t  was p r e t t y  much a r epe t i t i on - - i t  was j u s t  b i t t e r l y  co ld .  
And, of course,  a s  I said, we walked t o  school .  The women washed and 
i roned.  There was one th ing  t h a t  t h e  wmen d id  through February s i n c e  
butchering and everything w a s  ou t  of t he  way, was t o  s t a r t  c u t t i n g  
carpet rags. They had t o  c u t  every l i t t l e  o ld  th ing  up i n t o  r ags ,  and 
then  those had t o  be sewn toge the r  and made i n t o  b a l l s  and woven i n t o  
carpet ready f o r  sp r ing  housecleaning. 

Q: So you had a new rug each year .  

A: New c a r p e t ,  most of t h e  year.  You s e e  i f  our ca rpe t  was p r e t t y  
good, you would g e t  long throw rugs  made which would l a y  over t h a t  and 
cover  i t ,  you know. But you always had t o  t r y  each year t o  have new 
q u i l t s ,  and comforts,  and c a r p e t ,  and so  f o r t h .  

And (laughs) my s i s t e r  and I d id  a very  n a s t y  l i t t l e  trick one t i m e .  W e  
wanted t o  go out t o  play.  And on Saturday,  Mother would ask  us  t o  sew 
these  r ags  toge ther  and make them i n t o  b a l l s  to  take  t o  the weavers. 
Well, of course ,  we were j u s t  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  and we d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e ,  you 
know. And so  a f t e r  t h r e e  o r  four  hours  of sewing those ,  i t  got  p r e t t y  
t i resome.  And so my s i s t e r ,  who was five years o l d e r  than me, s a i d ,  
"You know what we can do and get through with t h i s ? "  I s a i d ,  "No ." She 
s a i d ,  "We'll j u s t  hold them, and put them toge the r ,  and r o l l  them , 
but we won't sew them and we ' l l  g e t  done real quick, and Mother w i l  
n w e r  know," Well, i t  seemed l i k e  a good idea .  And so Mother sa id  

did a1 l this weaving. 

i 
"Oh, you d i d  i t  quick today." Well, we got  t o  go play n w e r  th inking  
t h a t  i t  would backfire. La te r  on when m y  mother took the  b a l l s  down t o  
the weavers, which were t h r e e  sweet old maids and a bachelor bro ther  who 

Q: That was t h e i r  l i ve l ihood .  

A: That was t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  and i t  was a d i r t y  t r i c k  because they had 
t o  do all of t h a t  work t h a t  we d i d n ' t .  Well, they aent  word t o  Mother 
t h a t  h e r  c a r p e t  was done and when she went, one of t h e  l a d i e s  s a i d ,  
"Mrs. Gi lbe r t ,  would you sew your r a g s  t h e  next  time?" Well, she was 
h o r r i f i e d  because my mother i f  ever t h e r e  was a l ady ,  she was one, and 
honest as t h e  sun. She s a i d ,  "What do you mean?" And they s a i d ,  "Well, 
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r e a l l y  t h e r e  weren't  h a l f  of them sewn, they were j u s t  r o l l e d .  And 
immediately, of course ,  she knew who d id  i t  and she apologized. When 
s h e  came home, of course,  we go t  what we deserved. And we should have 
learned our  l e s son ,  bu t  t h a t  wasn't t h e  l a s t  t h ing  we ever d id  t o  g e t  
punished. Like I s a i d ,  we d i d n ' t  have any commercial toys o r  anything 
and so  . . . 
Q: Sounds l i k e  you had a l o t  of fun though. 

A: We had fun but  some of i t  wasn't  l i k e  we should have done. 

Q: Do you remember any o t h e r  t imes when you would do some of t hese  
things? 

A: Oh, yes .  Later on my dad t o l d  us  . . . t h a t  was along about i n  May 
and he had c l ea red  a l i t t l e  p i ece  of ground. O f  course,  he had so  many 
stumps, he had t o  j u s t  cake a one horse  and l i t t l e  d r i l l ,  and d r i l l  corn 
i n  t he re .  So he t o l d  my s i s t e r  and I t h a t  i f  we would take pumpkin. 
seeds  over and p l an t  i n  t h e  spaces t h a t  were missing,  and i f  we werb r e a l  
good u n t i l  noon, he would take  us  f i s h i n g  a l l  af ternoon.  
Well, we d i d n ' t  c a r e  about f i s h i n g ,  bu t  we  s u r e  loved t o  wade i n  thp 
water.  So we took our pumpkin seeds and went back and oh, t h e  f i r s t  two 
or t h r e e  hours were fun. But when t h a t  sun go t  a l i t t l e  h o t t e r  and a 
l i t t l e  h o t t e r ,  i t  got  t ed ious  and so  she  s a i d ,  "I 've got  an idea." I was 
a l l  f o r  i t ,  of course.  

Q: Now, is  t h i s  your sister, Nell? 

A: Yes. And she said, "Let 's  j u s t  d ig  a hole  over he re  around one. of 
t hese  stumps and dump t h e  rest of t hese  i n ,  cover them up real deep. 
Dad will never know," That ' s  what we did and so we went t o  t he  houge 
and Dad sa id ,  "My goodness, you worked awful ly hard. I d i d n ' t  t h i n  f you'd be back so  soon. Are you s u r e  you planted them a l l ? "  And my. 
sister s a i d ,  "Oh, yes.  We planted every one." Which we d i d ,  but  no t  
t h e  m y  he t o l d  us t o ,  you see .  W e l l ,  again i t  backfired because i n  
t h r e e  or fou r  weeks, he went back t o  see how h i s  corn w a s  doing. He 
walked by t h e  stump and t h e r e  were about two pumpkins f o r  every seed we 
dumped i n  the re .  And so  he came back t o  t h e  house kind of smil ing gnd 
he s a i d ,  "I thought you sa id  you planted a l l  those pumpkin seeds?" My 
sister s a i d ,  "We d i d  .'I Yes, he s a i d ,  "I s e e  what you mean, you plaOted 
them a l l  r ight . ' '  H e  said, "Now what do you th ink  you deserve f o r  doing 
such a t r i c k  as tha t ?"  

Q: So he saw them a l l  came up i n  t h e  same p lace .  

A: Yes. And so  again,  we got  i t .  And then 1'11 t e l l  you a l a t e r  one * 
as  w= ga through the  seaaons when summer canes--that was a doozy about 
t he  tramp. But we d i d n ' t  mean t o  be mean. 

Q: Well, i t  sounds t o  me  l i k e  j u s t  c h i l d r e n ' s  fun. 

A: Well, we j u s t  had t o  c r e a t e  t h i n g s  and we weren't allowed t o  do a 
l o t  of th ings .  I know, one day i t  w a s  awful ly co ld ,  and Fa ther  a n d '  
Mother had both happened t o  have t o  go t o  town. I don' t  know why 
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d id  because she  r a r e l y  ever  went t o  town, but  they d i d .  Anyway, they 
took t h e  l i t t l e  one with them. Well, I was next  t o  the  l i t t l e  one and 
we were no t  allowed t o  touch the  sewing machine because Mother made all 
of our clothing--even t h e  men's s h i r t s  and everything--all  of our  d r e s s e s ,  
she  did a l l  of ou r  sewing. 

Q: Would she  g e t  t h e  ma te r i a l  i n  Marshall? 

A: Y e s ,  sometimes. And then t h e r e  was a hucks ter  through the  sumtwr 
who came by and she  could buy from him. 

Q: Could you descr ibe  what a hucks ter  is? 

A: Yes. He drove a covered wagon. He had a p lace  underneath where he 
put  c r a t e s  of chickens i f  you wanted t o  s e l l  some chickens, and he could 
t ake  eggs and he could t ake  b u t t e r .  Then we could buy syrup,  o r  m a t e r i a l ,  
o r  bu t tons ,  o r  p e n c i l s  o r  . . . Oh, tobacco--men always g o t  t h e i r  
tobacco l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, as he came through. I th ink  he c a r r i e d  
sugar  if I remember, too.  D i f f e ren t  t h ings  l i k e  t h a t  the  people would 
need out  through t h e  country.  He came one day a week. 

Q: So would you buy from him more than i n  Marshall  o r  about equal . . . 
A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Because as  long as he came through, we didn* t 
r e a l l y  need t o  go t o  town a t  a l l .  

Q: I see. Before we s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  about t h e  hucks te r ,  you were 
s t a r t i n g  t o  t e l l  me about t he  sewing machine. Could you desc r ibe  t h i s  
i nc iden t  now? 

A: Well, a s  I said, we had no commercial toys ,  and so  we were always 
th inking  up something t o  do. And Mother fo rb id  us t o  touch t h e  machine 
because she had j u s t  one needle  l e f t  and she had so much sewing t o  do. 

Q: Now this happened when your pa ren t s  went t o  town. 

A:  Yes. And so as quick as they g o t  out of s i g h t ,  my o l d e r  s i s t e r  
s a i d ,  " I ' m  going t o  saw." And she  got  a l i t t l e  p i ece  of c l o t h  and l u t  
i n  and, of course,  being f i v e  years  o lde r  than me, she  did very wel t .  
She put the  c l o t h  through p r e t t y  good. So I thought i t  looked so edsy 
t h a t  s u r e l y  I could do it, too.  She t o l d  me I couldn ' t ,  bu t  then I 
wanted t o  t r y ,  which I d id .  Well, I thought t h a t  my f i n g e r  had t o  
fo l low the c l o t h ,  s o  my f i n g e r  d id  fol low the c l o t h  and the  needle  came 
down t h r w g h  my f inge r .  And, of course,  i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  i t  out  my 
s i s t e r  had t o  break t h e  needle .  

Q: I ' m  su re  t h a t  was q u i t e  pa in fu l ,  

A: It was, but  i t  wasn't t h a t  pa in  t h a t  I was thinking o f ,  i t  was t he  
pain t h a t  was going t o  come when Mother got  home. ( l augh te r )  
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A: But oh, t hen  w e  begun wondering, what can we do, j u s t  what can we do 
because I f i g u r e d ,  my sakes,  I ' l l  g e t  k i l l e d .  And so  she s a i d  f i n a l l y ,  
"You know, I ' v e  g o t  i t .  You a r e  going t o  g e t  r e a l  s ick."  And I s a i d ,  
I' I am." And she  s a i d ,  "Oh, yes. You g e t  a r e a l  s i c k  headache, I ' l l  put 
you t o  bed, and I'll have a c l o t h  on your head when Mother comes. And 
s h e ' l l  no t  know anything and when she f i n d s  i t  o u t ,  s h e ' l l  f e e l  so so r ry  
she  won't punish you." We weren' t s u r e  i t  would work, bu t  I went through 
with i t .  

And when they came home, she asked where I was and Nell  t o l d  he r  I was 
i n  bed--sick headache--oh, so s i c k  a l l  a f te rnoon.  Mother came i n  and 
she kissed me and s a i d ,  "Oh, you poor l i t t l e  thing." And I f e l t  l i k e  a 
d i r t y  dog. Oh, I f e l t  so  bad i f  she'd of k i l l e d  me, I ' d  have f e l t  
b e t t e r .  But I couldn ' t  g e t  out of i t  then.  So she did everything she 
could f o r  me and then a f t e r  everybody was i n  bed, she put t h e  baby t o  
s l e e p  and s t a r t e d  t o  s e w ,  and t h e r e  was no needle .  And, of course,  she  
found i t .  So she  asked my s i s t e r  t h e  next  morning what happened. And 
she  s a i d ,  "Well, I wanted t o  sew, and I t r i e d  i t  and I pu l l ed  the  c l o t h  
and broke it." Well, a f t e r  i t  had passed over she thought t h a t  was too 
l a t e  t o  do the  punishing so  I wasn't  punished i n  one sense ,  bu t  i n  
another  sense I was so ashamed of myself t o  pretend t o  be s ick whenr she  
was so $wee t and good hear ted  . 

I 

B less  h e r  h e a r t ,  taking care of a l l  those  c h i l d r e n  and he r  only neehle .  
So, I ' v e  learned through l i f e  t h a t  i t  doesn ' t  pay- - i t ' l l  back f i r e  j u s t  
about w e r y  time. You j u s t  c a n ' t  do anything wrong and not  expect t o  
not  pay f o r  i t .  

Q: Well, i t  sounds l i k e  you had a l o t  of good times w i t h  your b ro the r s  
and s i s t e r s  when you were a c h i l d .  

A: Oh, we did!  We did!  We were a happy family. We have always been a 
very ,  very c l o s e  family. W e  a r e  today. 

Q: And t h a t  has  continued through t h e  years. 

A: That has  continued through the  years  and not  only with my b ro the r s  
and sisters, but  with my own c h i l d r e n ,  my grandchi ldren ,  and my g rea t -  
grandchi ldren.  They a r e  very  precious.  ( t ape  stopped) 

Q: You described t o  me some i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  happened when you were a 
c h i l d  and what your l i f e  w a s  l i k e .  Could you t e l l  m e  some of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  you would do a f t e r  school and on the  weekends, o t h e r  than chores? 

A: Oh, we always had games. There was a fami ly  l i v i n g  r i g h t  on t h e  
farm next t o  ours t h a t  had t en  ch i ld ren ,  so we never wanted f o r  people 
t o  p l ay  with.  ( laughs)  And we had swings, you know. And t h e  c reek  ran 
c l o s e  by. W e  could f i s h ,  we could wade, we could take the c a t t l e  down t o  
t h e  creek t o  d r i n k  and--oh, we always had eomething t o  do. 

Q: Could you descr ibe  t o  m e  how you caught t h e  f i s h ?  

A: Well, with j u s t  a l i n e  and a worm on i t .  We d i d n ' t  have any of 
modern equipment. We just had a pole  cu t  f r a n  a t r e e .  

t h e  
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Q: did  you shape your hook t o  ca tch  the  f i s h ?  

A: Well, t h a t  t he  boys bought, they bought t h e  hooks. 

Q: I see. 

A: Y e s ,  bu t ,  i t  was a l o t  of fun. We had games according t o  t he  dime 
of year.  We popped corn i n  the winter .  That was another  n i c e  thirlg we 
had p len ty  of .  And . . . 
Q: Like i n  t h e  evening. 

A: Oh, yea. In t h e  evening we would pop corn.  We had apples  t o  wt 
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. 

j 

Q: Would you sit around t h e  f i r e p l a c e ?  

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: And t e l l  s t o r i e s ?  

A: Well, I don' t  remember. I th ink  they were probably too t i r e d  t o  do 
much t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: Would your dad ever  read from t h e  Bible? 

A: Yes, sometimes he  dsd. And I t h i n k  we t r ea su red  our evenings a 
g r e a t  dea l  because l i k e  I say ,  ou r  family was very c l o s e  and we l i k e d  
being toge the r ,  you know. 

Q: So you th ink  a l l  i n  a l l ,  t h a t  you had a good l i f e  when you were a 
c h i l d .  

A: Oh, yes  we d i d .  I t h i n k  we had a wonderful l i f e ,  and we c e r t a i n l y  
were brought up t o  be honest and r e spec t  o t h e r  people'a property.  

Q: Did you have a s t rong  sense  of r e spec t ing  au tho r i ty?  

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: Like how d i d  you look on t h e  t eache r  and the  min i s t e r ?  

A: Oh, my father always s a i d  If your teacher  punishes you a t  school ,  
y o u ' l l  get punished when you g e t  home because he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
teacher-+e d i d  have awful ly  good t eache r s ,  you know, and he f e l t  t h a t  
they should have obedience. Being a teacher  h imsel f ,  of course,  he 
understand. So he f e l t  tha t  i f  we disobeyed, then he would punish ue,  
too.  , But we were very smart there .  ( laughs)  We never t o l d  on each 
o the r  so they  never knew. ( l augh te r )  

Q: You pro tec ted  each o the r .  ( l augh te r )  

A: Yes. We learned young i n  l i f e  not  t o  t a t t l e .  
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Q: Did you see your f a t h e r  as t h e  boss i n  t he  family? 

A: Oh yes, always. That was j u s t  a s  n a t u r a l  as day l igh t .  

Q: In what t h ings  d id  your mom have t h e  most t o  say? 

A: Well, I j u s t  can ' t  remember he r  ever saying anything--it j u s t  seemed 
t o  be an understanding between them. 

Q: Do you th ink  they t a lked  over . . . 
A: Oh, I am s u r e  they d i d .  I a m  sure they must have. But I mean, I 
never heard my f a t h e r  and mother say--1 never knew them t o  have a qua r re l .  
You know, it's s u r p r i s i n g  now t h a t  I come t o  t h ink  of i t .  

Q: Do you th ink  he respected her  and her  opinions? 

A: Oh, I ' m  s u r e  he  d i d .  Oh, I ' m  su re .  Because like I s a i d ,  he  was 
very h e l p f u l  i n  so many, many ways and I know he liked--like when w- 
would go t o  church on Sunday morning. We had a su r r ey  which a l o t  of 
people d idn '  t own and i t  had t h e  f r i n g e  around the  top,  you know. (faughs) 
And he would work f o r  an hour or  more t o  g e t  the  harness  a l l  sh ined ,up ,  
t h e  horses  c u r r i d  and t h e  buggy j u s t  sh in ing  f o r  us  t o  go t o  churcb in .  
I mean he--we always looked up t o  him, you know, 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  t h e  buggy t h a t  you used when you were a c h i l d ?  

A: Well, i t  was j u s t  l i k e  an ord inary  su r r ey  except i t  had f r i n g e  
around i t  . 
Q: Did you have one l i k e  f o r  going t o  marker and one f o r  a t t end ing  
church? 

A: Well, w e  didn'  t go t o  market,  we d i d n ' t  have t o ,  we r a i s ed  
everything.  I f  Father  went t o  town f o r  any purpose, he went i n  t h e  
wag on . 
Q: So the sur rey  was more o r  l e s s  t o  go t o  church. 

A: Yes, a r  i f  Mother had t o  go t o  Marshall t o  g e t  shoes f o r  t h e  
c h i l d r e n ,  but u s u a l l y  Dad got  those .  i 

1 

Q: So your mother wouldn't r i d e  i n  t h e  wagon. 

A: No, It j u s t  wasn't necessary, you know. It k e p t  he r  p r e t t y  busy 
with three meals a day, and washing and i ron ing ,  and a l l  those  ch i ld ren ,  
and sewing, you know. {laughs) 

Q: Did your mother have any hobbies o r  was she  too busy? 

A: She d i d n ' t  have t o  have, she  had p len ty .  ( laughs)  No. But then I 
mean, she k n i t  b e a u t i f u l l y ,  she sewed b e a u t i f u l l y .  She was an e x c e l l e n t  
cook and very economical. I would say tha t  she  was very  c r e a t i v e .  
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Q: Could you t e l l  me how hol idays  were ce lebra ted  i n  your family? 

A: Well, back then they were few and f a r  between because--oh, I suppose 
t h e r e  were seve ra l  reasons.  You d i d n ' t  go any d i s t a n c e  because, I mean, 
you d i d n ' t  have the  automobiles o r  t h ings ,  and you d i d n ' t  have te lephones.  
So most everything was done j u s t  i n  t he  home. Now Eas ter  was q u i t e  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  time. We r e a l l y  enjoyed Eas te r .  

Q: Did you have an Eas t e r  Egg Hunt? 

A: No. Those t h ings  were not  known. But what was i n t e r e s t i n g ,  l i k e  I 
t o l d  you awhile ago, January and February were so b i t t e r l y  cold and, of 
course,  Eas t e r  doesn ' t  u sua l ly  come u n t i l  i n  Apri l .  And by t h a t  t ime, 
t h e  hens were s t a r t i n g  t o  l a y  s o  Mother would say,  "Now, i f  you c h i l d r e n  
can f ind  t h e  eggs, you can save a l l  t h e  eggs from t h r e e  weeks up t o  
Eas t e r ,  and you s h a l l  have a l l  t h e  eggs you want and any way you want 
them. You know where you d i d n ' t  g e t  any eggs and ten  people,  you can'  t 
feed them eggs, you know. So eggs were precious t o  us  . . . so come 
Sunday morning w e  would have boi led  eggs, f r i e d  eggs, and colored eggs. 

Well, of course,  t h e r e  were no cammercial dyes then,  and so Mother u ld  
t ake  the  bark of t h e  walnut t r e e  and b o i l  i t .  And t h a t  made beau t i  u l  
yellows and dark  brown, depending on how strong you made it. And t P en  
she r a i s e d  t h e  r ed ,  and yellow, and white  onions so she would t ake  t h e  
yellow sk ins ,  and the  red sk ins ,  and b o i l  those.  That made b e a u t i f u l  
pinks and reds.  And so ,  you see, we had p r e t t y  colored eggs, and we 
could eat them because t h e r e  was nothing t o  h u r t  us ,  you know. So 
Eas te r  was q u i t e  a time. Thanksgiving--I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember i t  ever  
being ce lebra ted  i n  any way whatever. I j u s t  can ' t  remember us  doing 
anything,  

Q: You don' t remember having a turkey? 

A: Oh, no. Mother r a i s e d  them but  she so ld  them, I never t a s t e d  
turkey u n t i l  my daughter  ( laughs)  was married and l i v e d  i n  Chicago, and 
I went t o  v i s i t  h e r  and w e  had a turkey. I d i d n ' t  even know how t o  f i x  
i t  ( laughs)  because I had never seen a turkey f ixed .  

Q: Could your mother g e t  a l o t  of money f o r  t h e  turkeys? 

Q: Where would he  buy t h e  l e a t h e r ?  

A: Oh, yes.  They were a n i c e  l i t t l e  income f o r  he r .  And, of courpe, 
she had so  l i t t l e  t h a t  everything helped. That bought ma te r i a l  f o r  
our  c lo th ing ,  and t h e  wool f o r  our  k n i t t i n g ,  and our  shoes,  and so  
forth. Then another  t h ing  about shoes ,  my f a t h e r  always had what he  
c a l l e d  a [shoe  last]. Well, i t  was s e t  t o  put the  s o l e s  on shoes a 
sew them, you know. He had a t o o l  where you could make ho le s  and h 

A: In Marshall .  He'd ha l f - so le  our shoes and he did a l l  t h e  s e w i p  on 
them. And so, of course,  that saved a l o t ,  because one p a i r  of s h o p  

wax t h a t  he could wax a c e r t a i n  thread .  And he had a l i t t l e  c a s t  
p a t t e r n  f o r  even l i t t l e  t o t ' s  shoes.  And he could f i t  t h a t  on t h i s  
and he took c a r e  of a l l  of our  shoes.  He cut  the  l e a t h e r  and . . . 

i - o n  
c a s t  
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had t o  last  us  a whole year .  

Q: So you j u s t  had one p a i r  of shoes each year? 

A: One p a i r  of shoes i s  what we had t o  last  t h e  year .  I w a s  so e 
of one of my neighbors--my schoolmates. I guess  1 shouldn ' t  have 
because he r  f a t h e r  was a crook. But I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  It seeme 
she always had such p r e t t y  d r e s s e s  and she  had such p r e t t y  shoes.  

And I remember so w e l l ,  we s t a r t e d  t o  school i n  September, and m y  shoes 
were new and they squeaked. And as I went up i n  f r o n t  t o  c l a s s ,  she 
giggled and made fun of my shoes squeaking. Well, of course,  t h a t  h u r t .  
So 1 t o l d  my mother about i t  and she s a i d ,  "I don' t  t h ink  I ' d  l e t  it 
bother  m e .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you can be very proud of your f a t h e r  ." But, I 
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  understand what she meant about my f a t h e r .  Well, what she 
wouldn't cane out  and say was, t h a t  t h i s  g i r l ' s  f a t h e r  was a crook and 
t h a t  he would steal s t u f f ,  and t h a t ' s  how they  had a l l  of t h i s .  

Q: So you could be proud of your f a t h e r  for making your shoes.  

A: Yes. Because we d i d n ' t .  And I h o w  when I would go t o  he r  house t o  
s t a y  a l l  night--oh, they'd have those boughten cookies ,  and boughten 
bread, and those  l i t t l e  sweet p i c k l e s  t h a t  you would buy, you know. And 
I thought ,  oh my goodness, they must be r i c h  and I ' d  t e l l  my mother, you 
h o w ,  "They have t h e  b e s t  t h ings  t o  eat ."  Well, i t  wasn't any b e t t e r  
than  what we had. But, you know, i t ' s  j u s t  because I was a l i t t l e  c h i l d  

my 
t h a t  

and i t  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  fancy t o  me. But I have t o  say t h i s  about 
mother. She would no t  say a nas ty  word about them. I had t o  l e a r n  
l a t e r  i n  l i f e  a s  I grew up. She never r an  h e r  neighbors down. 

Q: And she d i d n ' t  want her c h i l d r e n  t o  run anyone down e i t h e r .  

A: No. I never heard my mother use a word of s lang ,  I never heard h e r  
s co ld ,  I never heard h e r  t a l k  c r o s s  t o  my f a t h e r  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  
She w a s  a very  q u i e t  and g e n t l e  soul .  

Q: Get t iag  back t o  hol idays.  Could you desc r ibe  a family Christmaq f o r  
me? 

A: Yes. Now t h a t  was one th ing ,  we  always had a r e a l  t r e e  because we 
had love ly  cedar  trees on t h e  farm. They'd go out  and br ing  t h e  t r e e  
and, of course ,  we'd have a deep snow on and we'd put  i t  up i n  front of t h e  
f i r e p l a c e .  Well, of course ,  Mother couldn ' t  a f f o r d  ornaments, n a t u ~ a l l y .  
But during the  summer when she'd buy shoes f o r  the  c h i l d r e n  o r  any 
c lo th ing ,  every s t o r e  had t h e i r  own colored paper i n  those days. Mother 
would unfold every p i ece  of paper and p r e s s  i t  with an i r o n  and put i t  
away and t h e  s t r i n g ,  every b i t  of colored s t r i n g .  And then when i t  came 
Chr i smas ,  she and the o l d e r  g i r l s  would cu t  t h a t  [paper ]  i n t o  l i t t l e  
inch s t r i p s  and make cha ins  out of t h e  c o l o r s ,  you see. 

And then  they'd pop corn and s e w  t h a t  and make cha ins ,  and they'd trim 
t h e  t r e e s  with those. And then she'd bake gingerbread boys and girls 
out  of t h e  sorghum molasses and hang those on t h e  t r e e s .  And we'd qach 
ge t  a l i t t l e  peppermint candys t ick  and t h a t  was hung on the  t r e e .  ? ten 
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we got  an orange i n  our  s tocking ,  bu t  no t  o f t e n  d id  we g e t  any gifts 
because we j u s t  cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  them. And we d i d n ' t  expect them--1 
mean, i t  is odd but ,  you know, we were so  s a t i s f i e d .  You b o w ,  we were 
not  like t h e  c h i l d r e n  of today, I want t h i s  and I want t h a t .  

Q: So you were happy wi th  what you d id  have . . . 
A: We were so happy with what we had. We just seemed t o  think--well, 
t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  in t he  world, we d i d n ' t  know any d i f f e r e n t .  And I 
t h i n k  maybe t h a t  was  why--you t a l k  about women's l i b  and s t u f f  l i k e  
that--I  t h i n k  that that is why they n o t i c e  those th ings  nowadays because 
they have more t i m e  on t h e i r  hands. Back then,  a woman w a s  so awful ly 
busy j u s t  keeping ahead of th ings .  ( laughs)  I never heard my mother 
complain. I never heard women complain back then. 

Q: Did you f e e l  a man was as busy a s  a woman? 

A: They seemed t o  be. Yes. They always found th ings  t o  do. My f p t h e r  
w a s  a very busy man. It seems they always wanted t o  keep everything i n  
good shape--the fences ,  and harness ,  and everything like tha t .  Andc of 
course ,  l i k e  T s a y ,  each month brought i ts  own work, you know. I 

Q: Did you celebrate Christmas on Christmas Eve o r  Christmas day? / 
I 

A: Just Christmas day. 

9: Did you have songs o r  . . . 
A: Oh, no. Oh, no. But, of course ,  we didn'  t have school and we 
d i d n ' t  have a long vacation--we j u s t  d i d n ' t  have school Christmas day. 

Q: Oh, you d i d n ' t  g e t  approximately two weeks vacat ion? 

A: Oh, we never had a vacation-none of the months. We d i d n ' t  get any 
vaca t ion .  J u s t  Apr i l  was our  . . . 
Q: . . . your sp r ing  break. 

A: Yes, bu t ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  Mother always made a g r e a t  b i g  f r u i t c a k e ,  
That was h e r  s p e c i a l t y .  She'd make t h a t  a month ahead and wrap it- 
a c l o t h  i n  rum or whiskey and wrap it,  and put  i t  i n  a s tone  j a r .  
they called t h a t  mellowing it--oh, t h a t  was d e l i c i o u s  by Chris tmast  
A l l  t h e  candy wef  d have would be t h a t  s t i c k  of [peppermint]. 

Now, when D a d  would occas iona l ly  go t o  Marshall on Saturdays, we would 
run a half  mi l e  when we would hear  t h e  wagon caning, because w e  knew he 
would have us  a l i t t l e  sack of candy--hoarhound. H e  could get  a whole 
sack of hoarhound s t i c k s  for a n i c k e l ,  and we would run t h a t  h a l f  mi l e  
t o  g e t  up t h e r e  and jump i n  t h e  wagon and get it out  of his h i p  pocket,  
so  we'd have a s t i c k  of hoarhound. But ch i ld ren  j u s t  don ' t  . . . i t  
i s n ' t  t h e i r  f a u l t  nowadays, i t  i s  j u s t  t h a t  they have so much. 
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Q: So a sack of candy was so important then. 

A: Oh, a sack of candy was r e a l l y  something t o  us .  

Q: Did you have a l o t  of family ga ther ings?  

A: Oh, r e l a t i v e s .  

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, yes ,  And, of course ,  my grandmother . . . my g randfa the r  died 
q u i t e  a long time before  she d id .  And Mbther would send us  a c r o s s  the 
f i e l d s  w e r y  Sunday af te rnoon t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  she  was a l l  r i g h t .  But 
Grandpa Taylor was I r i s h  and he was [ n i c e  and] he had such a sense of 
humor . 
But one win ter ,  we were a l l  over t h e r e  f o r  d inner  and grandma made 
taffy--that was q u i t e  t h e  th ing  i n  those days, you know. She'd make t a f f y  
and you'd put  a l i t t l e  on a p l a t e ,  and you'd wash your hands and put 
b u t t e r  on them--you'd go o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  snow and p u l l  i t .  The longer  
you pulled i t  back and f o r t h ,  t h e  whi te r  i t  g e t s  and t h e  n i c e r  i t  g e t s .  
Well, Grandpa had an old dog t h a t  he treasured--poor old th ing  had l o s t  
his t e e t h .  So t h e  boys thought i t  would be kind of funny t o  g ive  t h e  
poor old dog same t a f f y ,  which they d id .  And, of course,  i t  got  caught 
i n  h i s  mouth, and he couldn ' t  g e t  h i s  mouth open. Well, he was howling 
and Grandpa came to the  door,  and when he saw what had happened--well, I 
want t o  tell you they never did t h a t  again. 

Q: So he punished them f o r  i t .  

A: He s u r e l y  d id  f o r  he loved h i s  o l d  dog. It was a nas ty  t r i c k  t 
p lay  on the  poor old t h i n g .  

Q: Well, i t  sounds t h a t  you had nice family ga ther ings .  I 
A: We d i d .  

Q: Do you th ink  you gathered toge the r  then more than  f a m i l i e s  do t ~ d a y ?  

A: Oh, yes. Yes. I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t  because I th ink  today people ate  so  
involved i n  so  many th ings .  Aad they are under so much p re s su re  t h a t  
moat of t h e  families-the husband and wife have t o  work, t h e  ch i ld ren  
a r e  i n  school ,  they a r e  i n  4-H, they a r e  i n  Brownies, and a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  
t h ings  that r e a l l y  I don' t  know how they  g e t  i t  a l l  done. 

Q: So you had more time for family get- togethers? 

A: Yes. Yes. We worked hard. I t h i n k  maybe sometimes nowadays young 
people look back and say,  you h o w ,  t ha t  we were awful ly far behind the  
times. ( laughs)  I guess we  were i n  a way. But, you know, we d i d n ' t  
realire i t  because--well, it's a l l  we h e w ,  and we were happy, and we 
would go t o  Grandma's, and we'd have a n i c e  meal, and go t o  Aunt Mary' s.  
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Q: Would you each take  something t o  e a t  t o  share? 

A: No, we d i d n ' t  have to .  Everybody had food then. Oh, my goodness, 
everybody had worlds of food. 

Q: So i f  your mother had a family get- together  a t  your house, s h e  
prepared a l l  t h e  food? 

A: Yes. Not only t h a t ,  bu t  you'd go t o  church on Sunday morning--you 
never knew how many you were going t o  have for dinner .  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: Because . . . 
Q: You'd i n v i t e  people over .  

A: Oh, yes.  Maybe whole f ami l i e s .  "Come and go home wi th  us  f o r  4 

dinner .  'I 1 
Q: And t h i s  d i d n ' t  bo ther  your mother a t  a l l ?  ! 

Q: Oh, no, Because on Saturday,  t h e  o lde r  ones would bake a b i g  cbke, 
they'd make p i e s  and, of course,  you couldn ' t  f i x  your chickens ahead of 
t i m e  because we had no r e f r i g e r a t i o n .  But, my mother could go ou t  t h e r e  
and kill a chicken,  and have i t  dressed and i n  t he  pan i n  no time. So 
if my dad asked somebody home--well, t h e  men took c a r e  of t h e  horses ,  
t h e  women came i n  and they a l l  pi tched i n  and, of course,  you had your 
j e l l i e s  and a l l  of your vege tab les .  And ham, you would s l i c e  ham and 
f r y  it. 

Q: Did t h e  wcnnen he lp  your mother c l ean  up? 

A: Oh, yes.  You b e t  everybody d id  t h e i r  part .  But they j u s t  had a 
real nice time. 

Q: The ch i ld ren  probably enjoyed a l l  of t he  c h i l d r e n  being around. 
(laughs) 

A: Oh, yes we d id .  And I remember so well one Sunday, my mother 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  go t o  church. It was along i n  l a t t e r  March, I th ink .  It 
w a s  thawiug and muddy, but st i l l  c h i l l y ,  And I had a very dea r  f r i e n d ,  
[Clara]  Dittman, she  w a s  my age, and &ma Craig, and she  asked us t o  go 
home wi th  h e r  f o r  d inner .  She l i ved  oh, I expect  she  l i ved  t h r e e  or  
four  miles from t h e  church and then we lived a mi le  from t h e  church, but  
those  were no handicaps t o  us. We were used t o  walking. So I s a i d ,  
"Well, I w i l l  have t o  ask my f a t h e r  ," which I d i d .  And he was so busy 
talking t o  some of t h e  men t h a t  he s a i d ,  "Oh, yes  i f  you want to." And 
I guess he really d i d n ' t  hear what I sa id .  Well, I d i d n ' t  wait for t h e  
second answer. I was so pleased,  you know. 

So away we f lew and when we go t  up t h e r e  he r  o lder  s i s te r - - they  were 
German people,  and he r  grandfa ther  lived wi th  them and couldn ' t  speak 
English a t  a l l .  He t a lked  so  Dutchy and he  always re turned  thanks.,  
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And so  he r  sister t o l d  us  beforehand t h a t  when he s t a r t e d  t o  g ive  thanks, 
t h a t  f o r  u s  not  t o  g i g g l e  because i t  would make him so angry t h a t  he 
would punish us.  The Germans were very s t r i c t  i n  those days. Well, 
t h a t  f r igh tened  us so t e r r i b l y ,  I don ' t  t h ink  we could have giggled a t  
anything. We were so t e r r i b l y  f r i gh tened ,  and I d i d n ' t  know people,  
could be so c ross .  My f a t h e r  s a i d  a b l e s s ing ,  but then  I never  thobghr 
about him ever hur t ing  us. So anyway, i t 's  a good th ing  she warned us 
though because it r e a l l y  was funny t o  me. I never heard anybody tagking 
Dutch before.  By t h e  t i m e  he got  done saying t h a t ,  i t  was r e a l l y  hard 
t o  keep from laughing.  

So we g o t  the  d inne r  over with and he r  sister said . . . I mean, h e r  
sister's name was Enma and he r  name was Clara.  "Clara, take your l i t t l e  
f r i e n d  u p s t a i r s  and you can have my b ig  d o l l  t o  play with,  and my buggy, 
and you have a n i c e  time." We d i d ,  and she  d id  t h e  d i shes  and got  
every th ing  done. She popped some corn  and brought up t o  us.  But w 
were playing and having such a wonderful t i m e  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  t h e  
time. The days are very  s h o r t  anyway, a t  t h a t  time of year .  

And f i n a l l y  she  came t o  the s t a i r s  and she  s a i d ,  "Girls, I h a t e  t o  t e l l  
you t o  go home, but  i t  is  beginning t o  be dark  and I ' m  a f r a i d  your f o l k s  
w i l l  be worried," Well, I wasn't only worried then,  but  I was scared 
because they always t o l d  us  n w e r  t o  be out  a f t e r  dark,  and we had a 
long ways t o  go. So we r e a l l y  f lew home. Well, Dad and Mother m e t  me 
a t  t he  gate--it  was dark. And mother s a i d ,  "Oh, you have f r igh tened  me 
so. Where have you been?" And I s a i d ,  "well, didn '  t Dad c e l l  you t h a t  
I went home wl th  Clara f o r  dinner?" And Dad s a i d ,  "No, you didn '  t . You 
never t o ld  me anything a t  all .It 

Q: He r e a l l y  hadn't heard you then. 

A: No, And I s a i d ,  "Well, don' t you remember you were t a l k i n g  t o  those  
men, and Clara  and I asked you i f  I could go home with Clara  f o r  d inner , "  
and you s a i d ,  "Yes, i f  you want to." Well, he s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  hear  
you." And [we were] t h e r e  a l l  day,  and Mother didn'  t know where I was. 

Q: Were you punt shad f o r  t h a t ?  

A: Well, she said, "No, i f  Dad t o l d  you t h a t  you could go, t h a t ' s  11 
r i g h t .  That's h i s  f a u l t  and not  yours." And I explained t o  h e r  t h  t I 
w a s  real sorry because I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  time was s l i p p i n g  by and we d i d  

I d idn ' t  have even a l i t t l e  t i n y  d o l l .  

i 
have sueh a wonderful [ t ime] .  Oh, she had a d o l l  e ighteen  inches t p l l  and 
such p r e t t y  c l o t h e s  f o r  i t ,  you h o w ,  and a baby buggy. And, of coarse ,  

Q: You.nwer did . . . 
A: I had one d o l l  f o r  Christmas. Ma t h e r  gave me one d o l l .  It had a 
l i t t l e  china head, and my sister dropped i t  on t h e  rocks and broke I t .  
But, oh, t o  hold a big d o l l  l i k e  that--well, t h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  something. 

Q: So you real ly enjoyed your day with her? 
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A: Mother was very understanding and she kind of f e l t  so r ry  f o r  me.  
She knew we d i d n ' t  have many th ings  like t h a t  and so  she s a i d ,  "Well, 
a f t e r  t h i s  be s u r e  t h a t  your f a t h e r  hears ,"  

Q: You mentioned t h a t  t h e  Germans were very  s t r i c t .  Could you t e l l  m e  
why they were so s t r i c t  i n  canparison t o  t he  o t h e r  fami l ies?  I 
A: Well, no I donf t t h i n k  I could,  k a n c i e ,  because t h a t  was t h e  i d y  
German fami ly  we had i n  t he  neighborhood. 

9: Could i t  have been t h e i r  type of r e l i g i o n  t h a t  made them so  s t r i c t ?  

A: Par t ly ,  maybe and p a r t l y  t h e  way they were r a i s e d  i n  t h e  o ld  country. 
I r e a l l y  j u s t  wouldn't know. 

Q: So the  p a r e n t s  of t h i s  g i r l  t h a t  you played with,  they came frm the  
old country? 

A: Yes. The r e s t  of t he  family,  of course ,  were p e r f e c t l y  normal. It 
ws j u s t  him. 

Q: I s e e .  

END OF TAPE ONE 

Q: Grandma, could you t e l l  me something about farm l i f e  i n  t h e  month of 
March? 

A: Well, much of i t  was r e p e t i t i o n ,  bu t  I was j u s t  going t o  say ,  npw 
our weather i s  so  pecu l i a r ,  i t ' s  warm one day and cold the  next .  We 
have such changeable weather.  Back when I was a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  i t  war 
j u s t  l i k e  a c lock ,  you know, November, December, January, and February 
were co ld  as could be. But March, you always knew t h a t  was the  
beginning of spr ing .  March would bring t h e  sap up i n  th ings ,  you kqow, 
and w e  had a sugar orchard and the  sap  begun t o  run [from] t h e  sugaq 
[ t r e e s ] .  Mother would p l an t  h e r  e a r l y  cabbage and tomato seeds f o r  / 
e a r l y  planting. My dad would go out t o  t he  c r i b  and g e t  h i s  ears o 
corn ready t o  t r i a l  p l an t  f o r  h i s  seed. 1 
Q: Where would he t r i a l  p l an t  t h i s ?  

A: In a " l . i t t l e  . . . he had a box about twu foo t  square ,  and he would 
mark t h a E  off i n  l i t t l e  plots, and he'd pick out choice e a r s  of corn and 
s h e l l  o f f  both ends, and then use t h e  choice g r a i n s  i n  t he  cen te r .  He'd 
take two seeds and p l an t  in each l i t t l e  p l o t  and then he marked t h a t  and 
marked the ears. And i f  i t  grew, then he knew t h a t  ear was good. And 
so  t h a t  is t h e  corn they used then t o  s h e l l  o f f  and t o  p l a n t .  

Q: Would t h e  ma jo r i t y  of i t  germinate? 

A: Oh, yes. We didn'  t have hybr ids  then.  You see ,  you j u s t  saved ou r  
own seed. The same way with Mother--Mother saved her  onion seed ,  le[tuce 
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seed ,  cabbage seed, and tomato seed.  She r a i sed  he r  own--really h e r  
onion seed, and then she'd p l an t  and r a i s e  h e r  l i t t l e  sets f o r  t h e  next  
spring t o  put ou t ,  and so f o r t h .  

Q: Did she have a s p e c i a l  p lace  where she'd s t o r e  t hese  seeds? 

A: Well, yes .  You always hung them i n  bags--you'd dry them, and hang 
them up i n  bags,  and you'd have them. But i n  March, ahe'd s t a r t  h e r  
cabbage and tomatoes and then by Apri l  they were ready--it was warm 
enough t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of Apr i l  and we got  them out  . . . she'd p u t  them 
out in t he  ground. But t he  corn, i t  was so i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  watch him fix - 
t h a t  seed corn,  you know. Because nowadays, of course,  you buy your corn 
canmercial ly  and i t s  a l l  hybrid which, of course,  you couldn ' t  save your 
seed. It j u s t  wouldn't grow. And t h e  same way with your garden seeds ,  
they don't e i t h e r .  You see ,  you j u s t  go i n  t h e  s t o r e  and buy your 
seed--you buy your onion sets--you j u s t  buy everything commercially. 

Another th ing  i n  March w a s  mud and oh my goodness, I remember somet@es 
t h e  c l a y  mud was so bad, we would have t o  go up on the  bank and help t o  
t h e  f ence  t o  get  by. We couldn ' t  go up t h e  road t o  school .  The mud was 
j u s t  t h a t  deep, you cou ldn ' t  g e t  through. 

Q: Did you have any g rave l  roads i n  the  township a t  t h a t  time? 

A: No. 

Q: Do you remember when they b u i l t  t he  f i r s t  g rave l  road? 

A: Well, i t  was sometime l a t e r .  I w a s  much older--because each man 
paid a p o l l  t a x  of $1.00 and t h a t ' s  what t h e  township used t o  f i x  roads ,  
so you can imagine i t  wasn't  too  much. 

Q: Well, what did they do? Did they just keep them graded? 

A: [Yes], graded. They'd keep them graded. And through t h e  win ter ,  of 
course ,  they were f rozen ,  and then i n  t h e  summer, they were dry  which 
was a l l  r i g h t .  It wasn't  too  much of t h e  t i m e  t h a t  they were so  bad. 
Again, a s  I s a i d ,  i t  was t he  th ing  you were accustomed to ,  and so  you 
just thought nothing of i t ,  and you accepted i t ,  you know. I th ink  t h a t  
maybe i s  t h e  s e c r e t  of a l o t  of our  happiness.  W e  accepted th ings  in 
those days as they came, and we d id  t h e  best we could about them. bnd 
nowadays, I t h i n k  people r e b e l .  They a r e  wanting more, and more, aod 
more, and do l e s s ,  and l e s s .  

Q: So you accepted t h e  roads t h e  way they were and d i d n ' t  complain. 

A: It was j u s t  a matter of f a c t ,  you know. And l i k e  I s a i d ,  a t  
Chrismas we d i d n ' t  reeent our  p a r e n t s  because we had no g i f t s .  We 
undqs tood  t h a t  they were buying t h e  land and eventua l ly  before  Mother 
d i d ,  we had a b e a u t i f u l  two-story home and owned aver  two hundred and 
forty acres of land.  
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Q: How o l d  were you when you moved i n t o  t h i s  home? 

A: I was  f i v e  years  o ld .  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  t h e  home f o r  me? 

A: Well, i t  was an old home, but  i t  did have an u p s t a i r s .  It had 'two 
rooms u p s t a i r s .  J u s t  s o r t  of--oh, i t  was j u s t  wallboard between, it 
wasn't p l a s t e r .  That ' s  what made i t  so  cold.  The boys a l l  s l e p t  i n  one 
b ig  roan and t h e  g i r l s  a l l  s l e p t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  room. Of course,  t h e r e  
was no f i r e ,  only j u s t  what l i t t l e  might c reep  up when you'd open t h e  
s ta i rway . 
Q: Did you ever  use b r i c k s  t o  h e a t  t h e  bed? 

A: Oh my, yes. And then ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  we had f e a t h e r  t i c k s ,  s t raw 
t i c k s ,  comforts--we s l e p t  between t h e  wool b lankets .  Of course,  i t  was 
t e r r i b l e  i f  you had t o  g e t  up. ( laughs)  But, once you got i n  and &ot  
your f e e t  warm, i t  was r e a l l y  n i c e  t o  snuggle down i n  the re .  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  t h e  f e a t h e r  t i c k  and how you made t h i s  feather 
t i c k ?  

A: Oh, Mother r a i s ed  geese,  a s  I t o l d  you. And through t h e  summer, 
they'd have t o  be picked every six weeks, and she always had p len ty  of 
f e a t h e r s  on hand. A l l  of our  p i l lows  were f e a t h e r  pi l lows and she kept  
them washed--she'd take  t h e  f e a t h e r s  ou t ,  and wash t h e  t i ck ing .  Mother 
w a s  very part icular--she was very  c l ean .  And, then  our s t r aw  ticks--1'11 
t e l l  about t h a t  i n  housecleaning which w i l l  start i n  the month of March, 
p a r t i a l l y .  

But such a s  the  e a r l y  garden,  and seed corn,  and g e t t i n g  the  c a r p e t  r ags  
woven i n t o  t h e  ca rpe t  ready,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  were done. And then  
some of t h e  e a r l y  t h ings  such a s  onions, r ad i shes ,  l e t t u c e ,  b e e t s ,  peas, 
and t u r n i p s  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  could be planted t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
March. But . . . 
Q: Well, t h e  s t r aw  t i c k s ,  how were these  made? 

A: Well, i n  t h e  sp r ing  then  Mother would--oh, by t h a t  time the  
would be a l l  crushed and f i n e ,  you know, and no t  much t o  i t .  And 

t o  t h e  s t raw s t a c k  and g e t  [ f i l l e d  wi th]  nice c l ean  f l u f f y  straw. 
Mother would take  t h a t  ou t  and empty i t  and wash i t .  Then i t  would go 

Q: Was t h i s  s t raw s to red  i n  t h e  barn?  

A: No. Straw was put  i n t o  a s t raw s t a c k  so  t h a t  your c a t t l e  could s t a y  
around t h a t  through the  win ter ,  and f o r  s h e l t e r ,  and fo r  bedding. And 
they'd g e t  t h a t  n i c e  clean s t raw and s t u f f  it so t i g h t ,  you know, it  
would be so high.  And then by t h e  time you put your f e a t h e r  t i c k  on 
it--oh, t h a t  was fun--that was r e a l l y  fun  t o  s l e e p  . . . I f  you've 
never got  t o  s l e e p  on anything l i k e  t h a t ,  you've missed something. 
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But then  i n  t h e  fal l - - then,  of course,  when Dad threshed . . , they 
usua l ly  threshed i n  September and then Mother would do the  same th ing ,  
she  would change t h e  s t raw aga in  t o  l a s t  . . . Now sometimes i f  you 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  s t r a w ,  a f t e r  they were done shucking corn,  t h e  men would 
l eave  t h e  inne r  shucks which a r e  very  [ s o f t ] .  You know, t h e r e  i s  an 
i nne r  shuck t h a t ' s  s o r t  of t h i n .  

A: Yes. It 's so much n i c e r .  Well, they would leave  p len ty  of those 
because t h e  women would go through t h e  corn and take  a l l  those  shucks 
o f f ,  and they would [work] u n t i l  they g o t  enough bags of those t o  fill 
t h e  s t r aw  t i c k .  And thev  were a l i t t l e  n i c e r  than  t h e  straw. They 
d i d n ' t  mash down so quick ly  o r  crush up ae bad as t h e  straw d i d .  SO 

sometimes t h a t  i s  what we used i n  our s t r aw  t i c k  and, of course ,  i t  was 
just on slats, we d i d n ' t  have spr ings .  

Q: So you had t h e  s l a t s ,  and then  the straw t i c k .  
1 

A: The s t raw t i c k  was f o r  t h e  m a t t r e s s  and then we had the  feather1 
t i c k .  

Q: And then did you have f e a t h e r  t i c k  pillows? 

A: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  And every bed had a bolster--what they c a l l e d  a 
b o l s t e r .  And t h a t  was a long p i l low about six f o o t  long t h a t  reached 
c l e a r  ac ros s  t h e  bed, and t h a t ' s  what you s l e p t  on. And then i n  t h e  
morning t h a t  was taken of f  and then your p r e t t y  p i l lows ,  wi th  those  
tucked s l i p s ,  you know. Oh, t h e  women went t o  a l o t  of pa ins  t o  make 
t h e i r  pi l lowcases r e a l  fancy with tucks and r u f f l e s .  

Q: This w a s  t o  make t h e  bed look n i c e  during t h e  day. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now, were t he se  p i l lows  made out of f e a t h e r  t i c k ,  too? 

A: Oh, yes, of course.  And then we d i d n ' t  have bedspreads. But they 
always had p r e t t y  q u i l t s ,  and so we had a nice p r e t t y  q u i l t  on t h e  ed 
which made t h e  beds look n i c e .  i 
Q: How many q u i l t s  did your mother have when you were a c h i l d ?  

A: Oh, she would have had several because t h e r e  was s o  many of us--you 
see ,  they had severa l  beds. 

Q: I know I have about f o u r  or f i v e  today, but  I j u s t  keep them put  away. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did she w e r  keep any of h e r  spec i a l  q u i l t s  away i n  t he  c l o s e t ?  

A: Well, I don ' t  t h i n k  she had--oh, I suppose she  d id  i n  a way too 
because we always had a special bed--what we called a spec i a l  bed i n  the  
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f r o n t  room. I know my grandmother Taylor--oh, she  had a b e a u t i f u l  bed. 
It was a four  pos t e r  i n  he r  l i v i n g  room. And her  pi l lowcases had this 
l i t t l e  narrow red braid made [ i n t o ]  peacocks all over those pi l lowcases.  
And then  b e a u t i f u l  r u f f l e s  a l l  around those  peacocks, and I thought 
those  were t r u l y  b e a u t i f u l .  And then  she  had a big spread t h a t  had the  
b ig  peacock on t h a t  t o  go with i t .  But no t  many people [had those ] ,  you 
know, we j u s t  had q u i l t s .  

Q: Could you deecr ibe  what t he  ki tchen was l i k e ?  

A: Didn't  have much. It was a wooden f l o o r  and t h e  cook s tove  j u s t  
burned wood. It had one oven door t h a t  opened--the whole s i d e  was s 
door 'that opened out so  you could put i n  your bread o r  your cake. And 
t h e  fire box--I would say would be about--oh, poss ib ly ,  a  foot  wide and 
probably two and a  ha l f  f o o t  long, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Is t h i s  where you s to red  your wood? 

A:  Well, t h a t ' s  where you put your wood i n  t o  make your f i r e  burn. 
Then i t  had a  g r a t e  i n  f r o n t ,  and i t  had a  l i t t l e  she l f  t h a t  came opt  
and t h a t ' s  where you had t h e  damper t h a t  con t ro l l ed  the  b l a z e .  YO& s ee ,  
nowadays you've got your microwave oven ( laughs) ,  and you go t o  the'  
s t o r e  and you g e t  your cake mixes and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  It tells y the  
temperature and you go t o  your s t o v e  and t u r n  on t h e  proper t emperau re ,  

wood s tove  t h a t  way. 

.t 
and stick your cake i n  t he re ,  and so f o r t h .  But you couldn ' t  con t ro l  a  

Q: How could you g e t  t h ings  done? 

A: Well, you j u s t  had t o  l e a r n  from experience how much wood t o  put  i n  
i t  and when i t  was g e t t i n g  hot  enough. O f  course ,  you never d id  i t  j u s t  
r i g h t ,  bu t  now l i k e  f o r  l i g h t  bread--on h e r e  you would say 350 degrees,  
[ p o i n t s  t o  her s tove ]  bu t  t h e r e  you had t o  have your f i r e  very slow 
because if you got  i t  too  f a s t ,  you see ,  i t  baked your bread be fo re  i t  
got  t o  f i n i s h  r a i s i n g .  But women i n  those  days were p r e t t y  smart.  My 
s i s t e r  could make a  s i x  l a y e r  cake--oh, they used t o  make huge cakes,  
you know, and put  seven minute i c i n g  on i t .  She'd s tand  and st ir ,  and 
st ir ,  and stir [ t h e  i c i n g ] .  I never made much seven minute i c ing .  I 
thought i t  was too much t roub le .  

Q: Could you t e l l  m e  t h e  r ec ipe  f o r  seven minute icing? I 
A: Oh, you can g e t  i t  i n  any of your cookbooks--the old cookbooks. i 
They s t i l l  b e  i t .  But i t  i s  so much sugar ,  and so  f o r t h  l i k e  t h a t ,  
and then  you j u s t  have t o  s tand  and stir u n t i l  i t  b o i l s  down t o  t h e  
proppr cons is tency ,  you h o w ,  t o  put on your cake. 

j 

Q: &lid your mom ever cook i n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ?  

A: "kt t o  my knowledge. Now, she could have when the  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  
were l i t t l e .  She could have bu t ,  you see, I was t h e  t h i r d  from t h e  
youngest, you know. And by t h a t  time, of course,  she  used he r  s tove.  
But she d id  use t h e  old i r o n  pot an awful l o t .  That 's  another  t h i n  you gi don ' t  see now. But oh my, soup beans and everything were so good cqoked 

I 
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i n  it. And they would o f t e n  take ham bone t h a t  had q u i t e  a b i t  of meat 
on i t  and pu t  on i n  t h e  morning with water and let  t h a t  simmer along. 

And then  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r ,  they'd cu t  a head of cabbage i n  l a r g e  
p i eces  and l a y  on t h a t ,  pee l  some po ta toes  and put on top  of t h a t ,  and 
maybe cu t  up an onion o r  two on t h a t ,  and then steam t h a t  a l t o g e t h e r .  
And then when i t  was just almost time f o r  d inner  a t  noon, they would 
take a colander ,  you know, i t  h a s  h o l e s  i n  i t  t h a t  you run th ings  
through. You put t h a t  on top  and i f  you had d r y  bread which usually 
y o u ' l l  have some dry  p i eces  of bread and she  would s p r i n k l e  water  w e r  
t h a t  bread, and put i t  i n  t h a t  co lander ,  and then l a y  a c l o t h  over t h e  
top  of t h a t .  Well, t h e  steam from those  vegetab les  would go up i n  
through t h a t ,  and t h a t  bread would be j u s t  l i k e  f r e s h  baked bread and 
oh, i t  t a s t ed  so good. And t h e r e  you had your meat and all your 
vege tab les  f o r  d inner .  

Q: Could you t e l l  m e  now when your dad b u i l t  t h e  new house? 

A: I th ink  I was j u s t  about twelve years old .  

Q: And could you desc r ibe  how he  b u i l t  t h i s  house? 

A: It was on a h i l l  where t h e  old one s tood,  a t  t h e  top of t h e  h i l l .  

Q: What did he do wi th  t h e  o l d  house? 

A: Well, he used t h a t  as a s o r t  of a summer kitchen--in t h e  summer we 
could cook out  t h e r e  and keep t h e  h e a t  out  of t h e  o t h e r  k i tchen ,  you 
know. But our  new house was r e a l l y  n i ce .  W e  had a p a r l o r  i n  t hose  
days--you had a p a r l o r  and the  l i v i n g  room. 

Q: Was t h e  p a r l o r  l i k e  a s i t t i n g  room or  a family room? 

A: An e x t r a  fancy room. It was out i n  f r o n t  and had a--oh, oval  window 
i n  f r o n t .  And, of course ,  d a i n t y  l a c e  c u r t a i n s  and t h a t ' s  where the  
g i r l  en t e r t a ined  he r  beau, and i t  was j u s t  f o r  s p e c i a l  . . . And tben 
t h e  l i v i n g  room was where t h e  family would ga ther  around t h e  s tove ,  or  
i n  t h e  summer we would enjoy it. 

But then  we had t h r e e  bedrams, t h r e e  l a r g e  bedrooms u p s t a i r s .  And Dad 
and Mom's bedroom w a s  j u s t  off t h e  p a r l o r  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  roam, and tben  
we had a big d in ing  .toom, k i t chen ,  and pantry. Dad wouldn't a l low us t o  
have a basement because he  sa id  i t  w a s  j u s t  a woman k i l l e r .  He never 
be1 imed i n  basements. 

Q: What does he mean--woman k i l l e r ?  

A: Going up and down s t a i r s  f o r  everything.  

Q: I see. 

A: He said i t  was enough t o  have t o  go u p s t a i r s ,  you know. 
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Q: Well, i t  sounds l i k e  he  was cons ider ing  your mother when he b u i l t  
t h e  house. 

A: He was. And we had a l a r g e  f r o n t  porch t h a t  went c l e a r  around. And 
we had a g r e a t  b ig  back porch t h a t  went ac ros s .  We had a c i s t e r n  and 
l o t s  of n i c e  r a i n  water. 

And then  another  convenience he fixed f o r  Mother--as I s a i d ,  we had no 
r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  of course ,  and as t h e  weather began t o  grow warm, your 
mi lk  would sour  quickly. Of course ,  your well water  was j u s t  i c y  co ld .  
So he f ixed  an i r o n  p i p e  t o  run from t h e  well  t o  t h i s  summer 
ki tchen-just  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  of maybe f i f t e e n  f e e t .  And i n s i d e  of 
t h a t ,  he b u i l t  a trough f o r  h e r ,  about twenty inches wide of t in--real  
heavy s t e e l  t i n  s o r t  of ,  you know. And, of course,  i t  had a bottom i n  
i t ,  and the s i d e s  were about s i x  inches high,  I would say.  And then 
every morning some of us  would pump t h a t  r e a l  cold i c y  water a11 around 
those  crocks of milk. And then i n  t h e  evening, t h e r e  was a ho le  h e l l e f t  
where i t  would plug out ,  you know. We would le t  i t  run  out  and puti 
f r e s h  water i n  i t  aga in ,  and he could keep the milk and b u t t e r  so a b e t  
t he re .  That helped . . . 
Q: Was t h i s  a new invent ion  a t  t h e  time? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  know i f  anybody else had it. I never  heard of anybady 
e l s e  doing i t ,  but  Father  d i d .  

Q: Do you know whether he read about i t  some p lace  . . . 
A: Oh I don' t  know. 

Q: . . , o r  just f igured  i t  out  on h i s  own? 

A: Oh, no t  t o  my knowledge, I don ' t  know. He j u s t  d id  i t .  It was a 
way of keeping th ings  co ld ,  you know. Like I s a i d ,  h e  was always a. 
g r e a t  he lp  i n  t h e  garden. He always helped Mother g e t  all t h e  garden 
ou t .  I remember t h a t  very  we1 1. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  t h i s  k i tchen  i n  your new house? 

A: Well, we had a n i c e  s tove .  That was a range. 

Q: It was d i f f e r e n t  than your o t h e r  s tove .  
1 

A: Yes, It had a l ove ly  oven and i t  had a top t o  it--a warming oven 
they called it where you- could set t h i n g s  up i n  t h e r e  and keep them 
warm. And then i t  had a big r e s e r v o i r  on the s i d e .  Dad ordered an  
overs i red  r e s e r v o i r  which held twelve g a l l o n s  of water because i n  t h e  
win te r ,  he w u l d  t ake  h o t  water, and put  hominy h e a r t s  i n  i t  and 
mix i t  f a r  h i s  pigs .  And so he ordered an overs ize  which w a s  r e a l l y  
nice--we always had l o t s  of n i c e  ho t  r a i n  water to  use ,  you know, fo r  
d i s h e s  o r  f o r  whatever w e  wanted. Outside of t h a t ,  t h e r e  was t h e  
k i t chen  t a b l e  where Mother would make her  bread and everything on. I 
don ' t  remember much e l s e .  
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Q: Would t h e  family e a t  i n  t he  ki tchen? 

A: Oh, no. We ate i n  the  d in ing  room. 

Q: A t  a11 times? 

A: Yes. And i t  was pre t ty - - i t  was very p r e t t y .  I was very proud of 
t h a t .  That was . . . I was beginning t o  be o lde r ,  you see ,  and I 
apprec ia ted  those  th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  My sister had go t t en  married and . . . 
Q: Would you set t h e  t a b l e  n i c e l y  a l l  t he  time? 

A: Oh, yes. We were taught  t o  be mannerly. In  fact, we'd b e t t e r  
because we were never allowed t o  c r i t i c i z e  Mother i n  any way whatsoever. 
I know my b ro the r  was s i t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  Dad, and one morning the  bacon 
was j u s t  s l i g h t l y  c r i s p ,  and he s a i d ,  ''Gee Mom, you p r e t t y  near  burned 
your meat." And he d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  s a i d  u n t i l  he f e l l  o f f  t h e  bench, 
t h a t ' s  for sure .  Dad s a i d ,  " ~ o n ' t  ever  aga in  l e t  me hear  you c r i t i c i z e  
your mother ." 
Q: Were you taught  t o  p r a i s e  each o ther?  

A: I don' t  know t h a t  we d id  much pra is ing .  I th ink  we just s o r t  of 
l i v e d  happi ly  toge ther .  But t h e r e  was another  th ing  t h a t  Dad was r a t h e r  
unusual [about] .  I don ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  ever  known any o t h e r  man t o  do 
t h a t .  But we had the  one rocking c h a i r ,  and I was l i t t l e ,  and t h a t  was 
Mother's. And whenever one of t h e  c h i l d r e n  came i n ,  i f  anybody happened 
t o  sit down i n  t h a t  c h a i r  and Mother came i n ,  they'd b e t t e r  g e t  ou t  
quick because we were taught  t h a t  Mother got  t h e  rocking c h a i r .  And t o  
t h i s  day as o l d  as I am, I cannot  o u t l i v e  t h a t .  

The last time I rode a bus, I r e a l l y  felt s i l l y  f o r  doing i t ,  but  you 
know, t h e r e  was an older person t h a t  go t  on t h a t  bus and i t  was full, 
and I wanted t o  s tand  up and l e t  them have a s e a t ,  and I r e a l i z e d  t q a t  I 
was o l d e r  than they. But when you a r e  brought up t o  respect o ld  age 
l i k e  t h a t  and r e spec t  your pa ren t s ,  it's a l i t t l e  hard t o  outgrow it .  
And I n w e r  knew--1 had s ix  b ro the r s ,  and I n w e r  knew one of them t o  
ever a s k  t h e i r  wives t o  wai t  on them. It i s  done q u i t e  a l o t  now. 

Q: So i f  they wanted something they would go g e t  i t  themselves? 

A: Yes. Natural ly .  It was j u s t  understood. Men were very proud of 
being men i n  those  days--leaders, you know. They were very  proud of 
being men. 

Q: And so they had a sense of wanting t o  p ro t ec t  t h e i r  wives? 

A: Yes. And they f e l t  s o r t  of a super ior i ty- -s t ronger  and more 
s t r e n g t h ,  o r  something. I don ' t  know what i t  was, manliness .  ( tape  
stopped) 

Q: Did your dad expect t he  g i r l s  t o  do more a t  home than  t h e  boys, or  
d i f f e r e n t  types of th ings?  
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A: I don ' t  th ink  he ever  had anything t o  do with i t .  

Q: So your mother supervised t h e  work t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  d id?  

A: Yes. Mother's work was i n  t h e  home and his was ou t s ide .  I don ' t  
remember my mother 'ever quest ioning him about anything t h a t  he d id  
ou t s ide .  And I know he  helped--he was very  good wi th  t h e  babies and t h e  
l i t t l e  ones. 

Q: What about t he  g i r l s ?  Did your dad expect you t o  he lp  your mother 
and t h e  boys t o  he lp  him? 

A: Natura l ly .  

Q: . . . o r  did he ever  want you t o  he lp  him i n  the  f i e l d ?  

A: We never  d id  except i n  a  r e a l  busy time. Now, a f t e r  my s i s t e r  and I 
were e i g h t  and twelve, o r  something l i k e  that--she was f i v e  years  a l d e r  
than  m e  though. But we would s h e l l  corn f o r  t he  horses-we had a s p e l l e r .  
W e  would t u r n  t h a t  s h e l l e r  and s h e l l  corn.  That would he lp  them in! t he  
evenings when they  came i n  because, you s e e ,  all of t he  farm work w s  
done by walking--you walked fran dawn till dark. You used ho r ses  f p r  
everything--you j u s t  d i d n ' t  r i d e .  It was very  crude o r  p r imi t ive ,  
maybe--if you want t o  c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  bu t  again--they were use  t o  i t  and 
they accepted i t .  I don ' t  t h i n k  anyone thought a  th ing  about i t .  

Q: Could you te l l  me something about t h e  ho r ses  that you had on t h e  
farm? 

A: Yes, I t h i n k  Dad had six--we'd have a team of mules and f o u r  horses .  
And he always took a w f u l l y  good c a r e  of h i s  animals.  H i s  c a t t l e  were 
always well  cared f o r ,  and t he  hogs, and every th ing .  He was p a r t i c a l a r  
about keeping up h i s  bu i ld ings ,  and fences ,  and everything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Did he  have a  s p e c i a l  team t o  p u l l  t h e  su r r ey  o r  did he use t he  work 
horses? 

A: Y e s .  He used one of ou r  teams--they were more--or they weren't 
much l i ke  a  d r a f t  horse.  They were more l i k e  d r iv ing  horses ,  and t 
he had a  n i c e  harness  t h a t  he put  on them. Oh, we were p r e t t y  prou 
r i d e  i n  our surrey--go r i d i n g  out  i n  our sur rey .  

Q: Yes. I can understand t h a t .  

A: Yes. 

Q: You mentioned fencee. Could you re1 1 m e  something about how your 
dad would bui ld  a fence? 

A: Oh, ou t  of r a i l s .  They had t o  saw t h e  length  of t he  log  and then  
s p l i t  them. They made t h e i r  r a i l s  and then,  of course ,  j u s t  l a i d  them 
c r i s s c r o s s  80 t h a t  they would . . . You've seen p i c t u r e s ,  I t h i n k  
everyone has seen p i c t u r e s  of how rail fences  a r e  made and, of course, 
you've seen them, I'm s u r e  yourse l f .  But then t h e r e  a r e  people,  af  
course ,  who haven't had tha t  p r i v i l e g e .  
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Q: Did your dad ever b u i l d  a barbed &re fence? 

A: Y e s .  La t e r ,  yes he d id  and l a t e r  on they  had . . . 
Q: Do you remember what year? 

A: . . . I don ' t  remember any woven wire fences ,  though. 

Q: On your fam? 

A: No, I don ' t .  No, I th ink  t h a t  t h a t  cane a f t e r  I was away from t h e r e  
and a f t e r  Mother d ied .  

Q: And, how o ld  were you when you l e f t  your family home? 

A: Well, Mother died when, a s  I s a i d ,  I was j u s t  out  of grade school 
when she  took s i c k ,  and then she  l i ved  six years  and d ied  and so . . . 
Then t h a t  next  spring--she d ied  i n  Ju ly  and t h a t  f a l l ,  Fred and I were 
married and s tayed t o  take c a r e  of Dad and the  f o l k s .  And then J i  was 
married i n  March--the next  March he and Anna--and he took t h e  home tead 
then  and farmed. And he kept Frank, t h e  o l d e r  of the  l i t t l e  boys 1 t h  
him, and w e  took Ernes t .  And my dad wasn't very  well,  and he went !to 
Ind ianapo l i s  t o  be with my o l d e r  s i s t e r  who was l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  And Then 
later on he r  husband had t roub le  with h i s  lungs and they sent  him out t o  
t h e  farm, so Dad bought a farm and they went out t h e r e  t o  l i v e .  

Q: So, a l l  t h a t  time you d i d  not  have any [woven wire] fences? 

A: W e  had barbed wire ,  but  no t  waven wire--mostly a l l  r a i l  fences.  

Q: So when do you th ink  you got  t h e  [woven wire] fence? 

A: Oh, probably r i g h t  af ter  t h a t .  I don ' t  know. Maybe my b ro the r  
might have--I wasn' t around t h e r e ,  I don' t know. 

Q: I see. 

A: Yes, 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  l i f e  on the farm i n  Apr i l?  

A: Well, i t  was sort of i n t e r e s t i n g  because by t h a t  t ime, i t  was 
s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  warm. W e  could go barefooted and i t  was our  month of 
vaca t ion ,  which w a s  a l o t  of fun. And Eas te r  came, and as I've 
explained and described t o  you about our  eggs, t h a t  was q u i t e  a day. 
And then  another t h ing  t h a t  we enjoyed--the men would haul  up a l l  t he  
wood t h a t  they had cut  dur ing  the winter--they would haul  t h a t  [wood] up 
on Saturdays and unload i t  i n  t h e  woodlot. And then my s i s t e r  and I 
would rick i t  up i n t o  t a l l  r i c k s ,  you know. And we would f i x  i t  so  t h a t  
we would c a l l  i t  our  c a s t l e .  We could f i x  i t  lfke houses and we would 
go i n  and out ,  i n  and ou t ,  you know. We had a l o t  of fun  and, of course,  
made a l o t  of n i c e  ch ips  t o  s t a r t  f i r e s  with.  And then Mother would s e t  
h e r  first eggs f o r  l i t t l e  baby ch icks .  
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Q: How long did t h a t  normally take? 

A: Three weeks. And then  . . . oh, another  i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  i n  Apri l  
w a s  t h e  f i s h .  T h e ' l a t t e r  part of Apr i l  t he  f i s h  came down t o  go south 
to  spawn, you know, t o  l a y  t h e i r  eggs. And so t h e  men would s t a r t  
watching and anyone up t h e  creek s p i e d  them coming--they came i n  g r e a t  
schools  of f i s h .  

Q: What kind of f i s h  % r e  they? Was i t  qui l lback? 

A: Quillback, yes. They had l o t s  of bones, but  they  were good. Well, 
t h e  boys had made them a g r e a t  b ig  net--fish n e t  t h a t  they could s t r e t c h  
clear ac ros s  t h e  c r eek  and all t h e  neighbors--they had a way of sending 
t h e  word, you how,  and they'd a l l  meet down the re .  And some would hold 
t h e  n e t  t i g h t  ac ros s  i t  a t  t h e  ford ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  would t ake  t h e  c lubs  
and g e t  behind the  schools  of f i s h  and make a noise .  And t h a t  would 
scare them and, of course ,  they would just rush r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n e t .  
Well, then  they would drag t h a t  out on t h e  bank and they would put those  
i n  b ig  gunny sacks  and oh, they'd just have gunny sacks,  and gunny sacks  
f u l l .  And those were divided among the  neighbors ,  of course.  

Q: So what would you do with t h e s e  f i s h ?  

A: Well, they'd br ing  them home and the  men would d r e s s  them. And, of 
course,  we j u s t  had fish--at t h a t  time we'd have f i s h  three times a day 
u n t i l  . . I remember th inking  many times, I hope I never  see a f i s h  
again i n  a l l  my l i f e .  But, you do after t h e  season i s  over.  But she 
would put some of them down i n  salt i n  a jar. And she  could keep them 
t h a t  way f o r  t h r e e  o r  four  weeks, and we  would have t o  soak them o u t ,  of 
course,  [when we ate them]. 

Q: So you would eat them a l l  i n  a matter of a month's time? 

A: Oh, yes. It was a l o t  of fun f o r  t h e  men t o  g e t  those fish and then . . .  
Q: What was t he  name of t h e  creek? 

A: Big Creek. 

Q: And how far was t h a t  from your house? 

A: J u s t  down t h e  h i l l .  Our house was up on a h i l l - - I  would say i t  
would be maybe h a l f  a mile, 

Q: I see. 

A: And t h a t ' s  where we took our  c a t t l e  t o  [ d r i n k ] .  S i s  a d  I would 
r i d e  an old cow down, and we'd take the cattle a t  noonday i n  hot  weather 
down t o  the creek,  and le t  them wade, and d r ink ,  and br ing  them back. 
That was a l o t  of fun, too.  But, i n  A p r i l  then another  thing--Mother 
would begin t o  f i n d  wild greens.  Then, of course,  now t h a t ' s  t h e  one 
th ing  t h a t  we didn '  t have. i 
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Q: Now, was t h a t  something l i k e  spinach? 

A: Well, no. She went ou t  i n  t h e  pas tu re  and I know a few, bu t  I never  
learned t o  do a l l  she  could. But she  would f i n d  wild bee t s ,  and wi ld  
l e t t u c e ,  and wild mustard, and dandel ions,  and dock, and I j u s t  c a n ' t  
t h ink  r i g h t  now of any more, Oh, s h e  would f i n d  so many d i f f e r e n t  
t h ings .  

Q: Would she  t r y  t o  preserve these  th ings  o r  w u l d  you e a t  them r i g h t  
away? 

Q: Oh, no. You cooked those r e a l  quick--you cooked those r i g h t  a m y .  
But they were r e a l  good. You see, w e  d i d n ' t  have any l e t t u c e  t o  wilt 
u n t i l  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  on when ou r  e a r l y  l e t t u c e  came on, then  we had 
onions and r ad i shes ,  and peas, and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  would t ake  t h e  
p l a c e  of greens. Now you r e a l l y  . . . you don' t  know winter from summer 
because you go t o  t h e  supermarket and you can g e t  anything you want--it 
doesn' t make any d i f f e r e n c e .  

Q: So these  greens were t h e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  green  vegetab le  you had seen 
a f t e r  t h e  winter?  

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  i t .  And they were very prec ious ,  you know. They t a s t e d  
awful ly good. It was i n  t h a t  month t h a t  Mother made her  soap. I t o l d  
you, of course ,  how she  did i t .  The men, of course,  were busy plowing 
f o r  corn  and sowing o a t s .  

Q: What would your dad use the  o a t s  fo r?  

A: Oh, t o  feed t h e  horses .  

Q: He didn'  t s e l l  any? 

A: I don ' t  remember him s e l l i n g  o a t s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was a l l  used t o  
feed your horses .  It was suppose t o  be s o  much b e t t e r  f o r  them i n  those  
days. Then, of course ,  Apri l  was t h e  month, as I said, Mother s t a r t e d  
house cleaning and f ixed  t h e  f e a t h e r  t i c k s ,  and s t r aw  t i c k s ,  and t h e  new 
carpet was brought home, and new straw put  under t h a t .  

Q: Were these  c a r p e t s  a t tached  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o r  j u s t  l a i d  on top of t h e  
s t raw? 

A: Oh, no-laid on top of t h e  straw. You see, they came i n  sections--they 
came i n  panels .  And Mother had t o  sew them toge the r ,  and then when you 
g o t  i t  large enough--you knew e x a c t l y  what s i z e  you needed. And then 
t h e y  got on each s i d e ,  and they would have t o  s t r e t c h  and s t r e t c h ,  and 
have long t acks ,  and they would go along and tack  i t .  And, of course,  
when you walked on it--you walked on s o f t  s t raw.  

Q: I would th ink  i t  would be lumpy. 

A: Well, i n  a sense i t  was. But t h e r e  aga in  everybody had i t .  Really,  
you don't  n o t i c e  i t  because i t  was t h e  usual  thing--you j u s t  accepted 
i t .  It was n i c e  t o  l a y  on--we k ids  would l a y  on i t .  ( laughter )  

! 

Q: I can imagine. 
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A: And then,  of course,  you always had t o  have new paper--wallpaper. 
Because . . . 
Q: Oh, every year? 

A: Oh, yes.  In  t h e  winter t ime,  you see ,  you couldn ' t  hang your c l o t h e s  
out--you had no d r y e r s ,  and they would f r e e z e  s t i f f ,  and break a l l  t o  
p ieces .  So you would have t o  s t r e t c h  cords  from wa l l  t o  wal l  and hang 
your c l o t h e s  i n  t h e r e  where t h e  hea t  from the  s toves  would d ry  them. 
Well, of course,  t h a t  steam and t h a t  smoke from t he  s toves--natural ly  by 
sp r ing ,  your paper was p r e t t y  d i r t y .  

Q: Was t h i s  l i k e  wallpaper t h a t  we know of today? 

A: Oh, yes. Later  on , . . now when I was married,  they had begun 
having sponge l i k e  s t u f f  tha$ you could wad up, and you could c l ean  your 
wallpaper p r e t t y  wel l  f o r  one o r  two t i m e s .  And then  from then  on you 
had t o  put up new paper.  But back i n  those  days, Mother always papered 
f r e sh .  And o f t e n  they would pa in t  t h e  woodwork, you know. They had 
b e a u t i f u l  l a c e  c u r t a i n s  i n  those days--they were so da in ty .  

Q: Would t h e  c u r t a i n s  touch t h e  f l o o r ?  

A: Usually--about so anyway. And they were put on a frame, and t h i s  
c u r t a i n  frame as i t  was c a l l e d  had t i n y  l i t t l e  n a i l s  i n  it--every inch 
and you could set it the size of your c u r t a i n s .  And then,  of course,  
your c u r t a i n s  were washed and s ta rched  s t i f f - - p r e t t y  s t i f f .  Then they 
were put on t h i s  and s t r e t ched  and, of course,  when they were o f f  they 
were perfect--1 mean, j u s t  exactly t h e  s i z e  they should be. You would 
s o r t  of p r e s s  them and hang them up. By t h e  time you had your windows 
washed, and your woodwork pa in ted ,  and your new c a r p e t ,  and your new 
paper ,  i t  was r a t h e r  p r e t t y .  You know, it  gave you a l i f t .  ( laughs)  
Spring seemed t o  mean s o  much. 

Q: Kind of a s t a r t i n g  anew? 

A: S t a r t i n g  a new l i f e ,  you know. And then we began having rhubarb out 
of t h e  garden, and they always had a b ig  bed of asparagus,  and s o  l i t t l e  
by l i t t l e ,  you know, we were having . . . a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  was no time 
t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  have r e a l l y  good food though. ( t ape  stopped) 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  f o r  me how l i f e  was on the  farm i n  the  summer 
monthe? 

A: Well, then by May, school s t a r t e d  again.  We had school i n  May and 
June. We always had what we c a l l e d  a sp r ing  term teacher .  

Q: Oh, you had a d i f f e r e n t  teacher  f o r  t h e  spring term? 

A: Oh, yes--for t h e  sp r ing  term. And usua l ly  i t  w a s  j u s t  we  small 
c h i l d r e n  t h a t  g o t  t o  go. Because l ike  I s a i d ,  the r e s t  had work t o  do. 
The men were p l an t ing  corn,  and sowing o a t s ,  and sorghum. And then we 
k i d s  had a l o t  of fun hunt ing the  turkey n e s t s ,  and the  goose n e s t s .  

Q: You mentioned sorghum. Could you t e l l  me how you did t h a t ?  
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A:  Y e s .  W e l l ,  they would p l an t  t h a t  l ike- - i t  looks a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  
sweet corn when i t  is  coming up. But . . . then i t  has s k i n s  on i t  o r  1 
don ' t  h o w  what you c a l l  i t - - l ike  on corn. You've got  t o  take those 
off--chose b lades  o f f  because i t  would r u i n  your sorghum molasses.  And 
i t  w i l l  grow through t h e  summer and then come fall--why we l i t t l e  
c h i l d r e n ,  those  of u s  who knew how, w e  had t o  s t r i p  i t .  We had t o  s t r i p  
a l l  those o u t s i d e  sk ins  o f f  of i t ,  and then Dad would cu t  t h e  tops  and 
l a y  them i n  p i l e s  t oge the r ,  and t ake  them t o  t h e  sorghum m i l l .  And they  
had a horse t h a t  pu l led  t h i s  mill around and around and ground t h e  j u i c e  
out  of t h a t  sorghum i n t o  a b ig  v a t  where i t  was boi led  down i n t o  sorghum. 
We always had a barrel of sorghum, and i t  was p r e t t y  good on ho t  b i s c u i t s ,  
f r e s h  bread and b u t t e r  . . . 
Q: Now, was t h i s  m i l l  loca ted  i n  Marshall? 

A: No. It was one of our  neighbors--not too f a r  away. Up u n t i l ,  oh I 
should say maybe twenty years ago, they s t i l l  did i t .  They were very 
o ld ,  bu t  they s t i l l  d id  i t  f o r  a few people. But then a l s o  . . . t p a t  
was j u s t  about a l l  t h e r e  was e x t r a  i n  May because t h e  garden was ouF and 
you had t o  hoe, of course . . . 
Q: How big was your garden would you say? 

A: Oh, Mother had a l a r g e  garden: gooseber r ies ,  c u r r a n t s ,  and 
every th ing ,  you know. 

Q: What i s  a cu r ran t?  

A: Oh, you don' t  know? Well, they a r e  a l i t t l e  red ber ry .  They grow 
on l i t t l e  bushes and they  grow i n  clumps of l i t t l e  red b e r r i e s  about t h e  
s i z e  of a pea. And they make b e a u t i f u l  j e l l y .  

Q: Would you use them f o r  making p i e s ?  

A: Yes. But mostly Mother saved them f o r  mincemeat which she made each 
s p r i n g  when they butchered. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  how she  made t h i s  mincemeat? 

A: Yes. When they  butchered . . . a s  I s a i d ,  Dad butchered a beef and 
hogs. Well, she'd take t h e  head meat--Dad would cu t  t h e  head a l l  up, 
and i t  would be cooked and taken o f f .  And t h a t  was all ground f i n e ,  and 
then  when she  mixed t h i s  pork and beef meat, then  she  ground--had app le s  
chopped up and we had r a i s i n s .  I ' v e  wondered so  many times what happened 
t o  our  big r a i s i n s .  Back then,  Mother muld g e t  r a i s i n s  t h a t  were 
puffed up l i k e  a n i c k e l  and now they are the  t i n i e s t  l i t t l e  t h ings .  

Q: Do you know where she g o t  them? 

A: Well, a t  t h e  s t o r e ,  bu t  I don ' t  see them nowadays. I don' t  know 
why. But they were so l a r g e ,  and she put so many n i c e  r a i s i n s ,  and 
cur rance ,  and c h e r r i e s ,  and apples ,  i n  with t h a t .  And i t  made awful ly 
good p i e a .  A l i t t l e  sweet v inegar ,  and sp i ces ,  and sugar .  
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Q: How much of t h i s  would she make each year? 

A: Oh, she'd always have a p r e t t y  n i c e  s i zed  j a r  full. Because a l l  
s p r i n g ,  you know, we could make p i e s  o f f  of t h a t .  Then, of course ,  Dad 
r a i s e d  rows of pumpkins f o r  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  as well  a s  f o r  us  t o  e a t .  

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q: You were t a lk ing  about your Dad would butcher  a beef. Did he ewer 
make head cheese? 

A: Oh, yes and i t  was very good. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  how he made t h i s  head cheese? 

A: Yes. They took the  ears and t h e  bony parts of the head and, of 
course,  a f t e r  you butchered so  many hogs, you know, you've got  an a p f u l  
l o t  of those d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s .  And they would take . . . Mother woutd 
take  j u s t  what she wanted--the amount she  wanted of the  beef ,  and t h e  
pork and then they put . . . oh, f o r  head cheese, I w a s  th inking  of 
mincemeat. For the head cheese, they  would j u s t  t ake  t h a t ,  and g r ind  
it,  and put  sa l t  and pepper i n  i t .  Now, l a t e r  i n  l i f e  they g o t  t o  using 
a l i t t l e  [onion]  i n  i t  which made i t  t a s t e  good, too .  

Q: Could you descr ibe  the  t a s t e  of t h i s  head cheese? 

A: No, I don ' t  t h ink  I could.  

Q: Would you eat i t  on bread? 

A: Yes. Oh, yes.  It made wonderful sandwiches. Then they made 
l i ve rwurs t .  They would cook t h e  l i v e r  s epa ra t e ly  which is  very  lean .  
There i s  no f a t  about i t .  And then they would take some of t h e  f a t t e r  
p i eces ,  l i k e  from t h e  head where t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of f a t  around t h e  head 
[ o r  f a t ]  trimmed off of t h e  hams. And when they would cook t h a t ,  and 
then  that would be ground, and put i n  with the  l i v e r  enough j u s t  t o  make 
i t  mix g o d .  And t h e r e  would be salt , and pepper, and a l i t t l e  groqnd 
onion i n  t h a t .  And t h a t  made awful ly  good l iverwurst-- that  would make 
awful ly  good sandwiches. You put  t h a t  out  where i t  was cold ,  and you 
would slice that t h i n .  It was s o  d i f f e r e n t  from what yau can buy i n  t h e  
s t o r e s  today. 

Q: There's no comparison? 

A: Oh, no. The head cheese doesn't t a s t e  a t  a l l  l i k e  i t  used to .  And 
then they would take t h e  bro th  . . . now my pa ren t s  had never done t h a t  
but when I married, Fred 's  p a r e n t s  were German and they would b o i l  a l l  
t h i s  meat, you know, l i k e  t h e  l e g s ,  ( p o i n t s  t o  l egs )  and a l l  about t h e  
head--everything t h a t  was taken off t h a t  d i d n ' t  go i n t o  sausage, you 
know, or l a r d .  That was all boi led  i n  a g r e a t  b i g  i r o n  k e t t l e .  Well, 
t h a t  was picked off the  bone and a s  I s a i d ,  some was put  i n  t h e  liver 
f o r  l i ve rwurs t ,  and some f o r  head cheese. The Germans c a l l e d  i t  
Schwatta Mauga. But ou r  summer sausage, i t  was d e l i c i o u s .  
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Q: Could you s p e l l  Schwatta Mauga? 

A :  I t h i n k  I couldn ' t .  ( l augh te r )  No, I t h i n k  t h a t  was a German name 
they  c a l l e d  i t .  Then t h a t  broth--they would s t r a i n  t h a t  ho t  bro th ,  and 
put  a l i t t l e  s a l t  i n  it, and they would th icken  t h a t  with corruneal, and 
then  they would put  about a g a l l o n  crock of t h a t  ground meat back i n t o  
i t ,  and t h a t  was a l l  through t h a t  mush. And t h a t  we looked forward t o ,  
I th ink ,  almost more than any p a r t  of butchering.  We would j u s t  have 
every pan a v a i l a b l e  t o  put t h a t  mush i n  t o  harden, you know. 

Q: Is t h a t  anything l i k e  t h e  mush you can buy i n  t h e  s t o r e  today? 

A: Oh, I suppose only you don' t  have any meat i n  it. It wouldn't have 
any f l avo r .  

Q: Would you f r y  i t ?  

A: You could f r y  i t .  Ours was so  t a s t y  because, you see ,  i t  was made 
i n  t h a t  broth. And I know your dad and mom--we were t a l k i n g  about $ t  
one day and your dad s a i d ,  "Oh, what I would g ive  t o  have some of t b a t  
good old mush." So I thought t h a t  t h e  next  t ime I would go t o  t h e  
s t o r e ,  I w i l l  ge t  a pound of hamburger, and a pound of sausage. And I 
mixed i t ,  and I j u s t  steamed i t  u n t i l  I thought i t  yas tender  enough and 
wasn' t raw. And then I made my mush and as I was making mush, I pu t  
t h i s  meat i n  i t  and s a l t e d  i t ,  and I took them over some and oh, they 
loved it. He s a i d ,  "Well, how d id  you make t h i s ?  1 d i d n ' t  h o w  you 
could do it." And I s a i d ,  "Well, i t  i s n ' t  l i k e  using t h e  head, but you 
can ' t  buy . . . when you go have your meat butchered,  you know t h a t  
your se l f ,  they won' t l e t  you have any of t h e  head ." 
Q: I wonder why they won' t anymore? 

A: I don ' t  know. I don ' t  understand why because I t o l d  him if we qould 
g e t  one of those  heads, I would cook i t ,  you know, and then we would do 
t h a t ,  And t h e  same way i n  mixing mincemeat, you know, h e ' s  so  fond of 
mincemeat and so i s  Ray [ n a r r a t o r ' s  son-in-law]. So, I j u s t  g e t  hamburger 
and sausage, and I mix i t  toge the r ,  and then  I put the  same amount of 
apples-chopped apples  t h a t  I have i n  t h a t  meat, and then I p u t  c h e r r i e s ,  
and gooseber r ies ,  and c u r r a n t s ,  and r a i s i n s  i n  i t ,  and s p i c e s  and sTet 
v inegar ,  and a l i t t l e  s a l t  and pepper, you h o w ,  and i t  makes r e a l  t a s t y  
mine mea t . 
Q: How does i t  canpare with  the  mincemeat you had when you were a 
c h i l d ?  Can you t e l l  the d i f f e r e n c e ?  

A: I l i k e  i t  b e t t e r  nowadays. I don't  h o w  t h e  amount of meat, 
used more meat then. I l i k e  i t  b e t t e r  with more fruit, and t h a t  
way F u r  dad and Ray l i k e s  i t  so well. So I made some last year--I 
think I made s i x  o r  e i g h t  p i n t s ,  and they sure d id  love  it.  So I'm 
going, to--if I can have t h e  h e a l t h  a l i t t l e  longer ,  I ' m  going t o  t r y  t o  
g e t  than  some made before  Christmas so  t h e y ' l l  have i t .  

Q: You mentioned a l i t t l e  b i t  e a r l i e r  t h a t  your dad would r a i s e  pumpkins 
for t h e  l i v e s t o c k  as well  as ea t ing .  Could you te l l  me why he r a i s e d  
t h e s e  f o r  t he  l i ves tock?  
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A: Oh, they thought then t h a t  they were n u t r i t i o n a l .  I don' t  know 
whether they a r e  o r  n o t ,  but  pumpkins a r e  va luable .  I know a lady down 
sou th  of us--her husband died l a s t  year ,  and she had them p lan t  pumpkins 
and she  so ld  $3,000 worth of pumpkins--they came in t r ucks  and got  them. 

Q: But I mean a s  far a s  f o r  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  . . . 
A: They f e l t  they were n u t r i t i o n a l ,  and t h e  c a t t l e  and hogs would j u s t  
love  them. They would take corn knives and chop them up, and they j u s t  
loved them. And, of course,  we would have t o  . . . on Saturday Mother 
would have us  c u t  up pumpkins, and cu t  them up i n  b ig  hunks, you know, 
and then  we'd s tand  over t h e  s tove  and s t i r  those  i n  a brass  k e t t l e  
u n t i l  we could g e t  them f i n e  enough t o  run  through a colander .  And 
then  she would run those  through a s i e v e  o r  something t o  make them f i n e  
t o  go i n t o  pumpkin p ie .  

Q: So you had a l o t  of pumpkin p i e s ?  

A: Oh, yes.  
: 

Q: Did you ever  make jack-o-lanterns around Halloween time? 

A: No. No. I never saw one of those  u n t i l  a£ t e r  we had our  ch i ld ren .  

Q: So you r e a l l y  never ce lebra ted  Halloween? 

A: No, i t  d i d n ' t  mean a th ing .  Well, now I th ink  the  f i r s t  time t h a t  I 
eve r  went t o  anything about Halloween was when Dorothy . . . 
Q: Now, is  Dorothy your daughter?  

A: Yes, your mother. ( laughs)  . . . and Fxelyn were real l i t t l e .  
ESrelyn, I t h i n k  was only  about f i v e ,  but we had . . . t h a t  was a t  t h e  
Stump School, and they had a p i e  supper and a box supper which was very  
popular i n  t hose  days. G i r l s  t h a t  had sweethearts--they would fix a 
very  fancy box--shoe box o r  anything and make i t  a l l  fancy, and have 
fancy sandwiches, and p i e ,  and so  f o r t h  i n  i t ,  and then they would have 
an  auc t ionee r ,  and he would g e t  up, and auc t ion  o f f  those boxes. Well, 
of course ,  t h a t  g i r l ' s  sweetheart  wasn't about t o  l e t  any o t h e r  boy e a t  
wi th  h i s  g i r l  . So they would pay enormous p r i c e s .  I remember one time 
when a cake brought $20 because she was very  p r e t t y  and he wasn't  about 
t o  let t he  o t h e r  guys have i t  so he paid $20 f o r  a cake. But they had 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  shucking corn usua l ly  up on t h e  p r a i r i e ,  and had money t o  
spend when they begun having t he se  th ings .  

Well, t h a t  n i g h t  they had t h a t  and then they  were t o  have a masquerade. 
We1 1, Fred and I decided we would dress up l i k e  a man and wife ,  on ly  he 
was t h e  woman and I was t h e  man. So he borrowed a neighbor l ady ' s  
c l o t h e s ,  and she was an o ld  maid so no ane recognized him. And I don' t 
remember whose old c l o t h e s  I wore, but  then  they guessed who I was- 
Fred wore f u r s  around h i s  neck and he was r e a l l y  f i xed  up. 

So, Mrs. Geiser t  who l i v e d  r i g h t  by the school--she sen t  word t h a t  she 
wab very  m r r y ,  bu t  she  wouldn't be able t o  come because the  l i t t l e  ones 
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were s i c k .  So, of course,  we d i d n ' t  expect t o  see h e r  a t  all. So when 
they  were j u s t  about done judging, w e l l  in  walked a ghost i n  a sheet, 
you know. And no one could guess who i n  t h e  world t h a t  was, arid they 
never would have thought of her because she  wasn't suppose t o  be the re .  
But your mother--(laughs) a t  t h a t  time a l o t  of people used what was 
called Fe l s  Naptha soap. 

Q: And what i s  t h a t ?  

A: Well, i t  was a bar  of soap about s ix  inches  long and t h r e e  inches  
wide, and i t  was a very  n i c e  laundry soap we used on t h e  washboard. And 
t h a t ' s  what she used and i t  had a very s p e c i a l  fragrance--smell, i f  you 
want t o  call  i t .  And l i t t l e  Dorothy piped up and s a i d ,  "I know who she is." 

Q: By he r  smell .  

A: Well, no  one could imagine ( laughs)  . . . and they s a i d ,  "How do you 
know?" She s a i d ,  "Because I smelled her." Well, of course ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
sound very n i c e ,  you know, that she  smelled h e r ,  bu t  it  was the  soap on 
the  s h e e t ,  and she was right. She guessed he r .  

Q: So you d i d n ' t  have those  types  of t h ings  when you were l i t t l e ?  

A: No, I know when Evelyn was q u i t e  small, Fred was auc t ioneer  f o r  
another box supper down a t  h i s  cousins--down a t  Black Hawk [School].  

Q: Black Hawk? 

A: A school dawn sou th  of Marshall .  Well, t h e r e  used t o  be j u s t  
crowds--they would j u s t  crowd i n ,  you know, a t  those  th ings  and they'd 
spend a lot of money. So, he g o t  ready t o  auc t ioneer ,  and he  t r i e d  t o  
get  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t  they  were p r e t t y  rowdy, and laughing, and 
t a l k i n g ,  you know. So p r e t t y  soon, he ( laughs)  h i t  the desk and he 
s a i d ,  "Now, be q u i e t  and l e t ' s  begin." And (laughs) they were s t i l l  so  
noisy  t h a t  he shouted and as he shouted, everything w a s  as sti l l  as a 
pin. And l i t t l e  Evelyn whispered t o  m e  and she  s a i d ,  "Don't you th ink  
Daddy g o t  a l i t t l e  loud?" ( laughter )  You know, they a l l  paid a t t e n t i o n  
and i t  went on. 

Q: Did Grandpa auc t ion  o f f  a l o t  of t hese  boxes? 

A: He could da a p r e t t y  good job. 

Q: Did they have these  o f t e n  o r  was i t  l i k e  once a year? 

A: Usually every school  would have a t  l e a s t  one during the winter ,  and 
sometimaa t w o - - i t  would be along around the holidaye.  Now, I don ' t  
remeqber but one time when we had a Santa Claus. ( laughs)  I had never  
seen hone and I d i d n ' t  h o w  what they were. 

Q: Now, t h i s  was when you were a l i t t l e  girl? 
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A :  Oh, Yes, I was a l i t t l e  th ing .  I heard those bells--they were t h e  
large s l e i g h  b e l l s ,  and I couldn ' t  imagine what was making t h a t  t e r r i b l e  
clatter.  And he came up on the  porch, and he opened the  door,  and 
walked in.  And my land,  I had never ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  seen a Santa Claus--all 
those  b e l l s  and he jangled, and jumped up and down, and I h i t  f o r  the  
t eache r ' s  desk, and under t he  bench I went. And I cried--I was scared 
t o  death,  and I wasn't t h e  only  one--the o t h e r  l i t t l e  ones d i d ,  too.  So, 
she t o l d  hlm t o  be q u i e t ,  and she  explained t o  u s  t h a t  he w a s  Santa 
Claus, and t h a t  he had brought us  something n ice .  Well, t h a t  sounded 
r e a l  good. 

Q: Do you remember what he brought you? 

A: Some candy and an  orange. W e  each got  a l i t t l e  sack of candy and an 
orange. From then  on, Santa  Claus was p r e t t y  s p e c i a l .  

Q: Do you remember who played t h e  r o l e  of Santa Claus? 

A: No, I don' t t o  - t h i s  day. No. It was someone the  teacher  found, but  
I don't know who d i d  it. 

Q: That is i n t e r e s t i n g .  Was he  dressed j u s t  like a r e a l  Santa  Claus 
like you s e e  today? 

A: Oh, yes ,  indeed he was. Oh, yes .  But I know now t h a t  would sound 
very odd t o  l i t t l e  children today because they s e e  everything and know 
every th ing .  You remember t h e  time t h a t  Fred and 1 tried t o  be Santa 
C l a w  f o r  you and your l i t t l e  bro ther?  

Q: I t h i n k  I was around f i v e  o r  s i x  years  o ld .  

A: I th ink  you might have been s i x  and he was about four .  

Q: I w a s  a f r a i d ,  I know. 

A: Yes. We had arranged . . . we had taken the g i f t s  beforehand down 
t o  your o t h e r  grandparents ,  and put  them on t h e  f r o n t  porch so you 
wouldn't s e e  them. And then we were t o  . , . I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we c a l l e d  
down and said for some reason t h a t  we couldn ' t  came. We wanted you t o  
t h ink  t h a t  i t  would be impossible  f o r  us t o  come. And we were t o  come 
f o r  supper, I th ink  i s  what i t  was o r  something. Of course,  you weren't  
suppose to  know anything about a Santa Claus. 

Q: #dn't t o w .  

A: Sa then we dressed and go t  up the re ,  and l e f t  t h e  c a r  up a t  t h e  
cornpr and came down. And so we couldn ' t  f i nd  a woman's Santa Claus 
face; and I had t o  wear a man's. And, of course,  i t  was long whi te  
whiskere. I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  you c h i l d r e n  were old enough t o  understand. I 
was drea~ed l i k e  a woman, but I had those long whiskers on,  Well, Fred 
knocked on t h e  door and Dickie sa id ,  "Oh, my goodness, t h a t  must be 
Santa Clam!'' And they asked you t o  go t o  the  door and you were so 
seared, And s o  Jim was s i t t i n g  on one of t h e i r  l a p s  and they asked him 
if he w u l d  go. I guess  t h e  l i t t l e  t h ihg  was scared too, b u t  he wam' t  
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o l d  enough t o  understand. Anyway, he came and opened the  door f o r  us ,  
and i n  we walked. Well, t h a t  was t he  year t h a t  you each got  a l i t t l e  
wagon and oh, I don' t know, I t h i n k  Po l ly  had you a d o l l  house, and you 
got  a l o t  of n i c e  th ings .  W e  just had a l o t  of nice t h ings  f o r  you. 
( t ape  stopped) 

Q: Did my b ro the r  o r  I make any comments about Santa  Claus and Mrs. 
Santa Claus? 

A: Oh, yes.  A s  I s a i d  before ,  I couldn ' t  f i n d  a l a d y ' s  f a c e  and the 
f i r s t  th ing  we knew, why you piped up and s a i d ,  "I don' t  s ee  why Grandma 
Santa Claus has  t o  have whiskers on h e r  face [because] you don' t  have i t  
Grandmaw--you s a i d  t o  your o t h e r  grandma. And they had t o  t h ink  p r e t t y  
quick f o r  some reason,  And your Grandpa Dickie  s a i d ,  "Oh, s h e  had t o  
because i t  is  cold a t  t h e  North Pole--very cold." 

Q: Did I b e l i e v e  t h a t ?  

A: Well, you seemed t a  accept  i t  because i t  was--he t o l d  you t h a t  7 had 
t o  have t h a t  p ro t ec t ion ,  you know. ( t a p e  stopped) 

Q: Okay. Let's g e t  back t o  farm l i f e  i n  1905. When did you c u t  t h e  
hay? 

A: Well, t h a t  was cut i n  May and very d i f f e r e n t  than i t  i s  now. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  t h i s  technique? 

A: Yes. They would go out wi th  j u s t  a scythe--they c a l l e d  i t  a s i c k l e  
and, of course,  they c u t  t h e  hay and let  i t  dry.  And then  they  had t o  
rake t h a t  up, and they went along and put i t  i n t o  l i t t l e  shocks. 

Q: Could you desc r ibe  a shock? 

A: Well, d i d  you w e x  s e e  a l i t t l e  mound of snow? 

Q: Yes. About how high? 

A: You've seen wheat shocks, haven ' t  you? 

Q: About how high  were these? 

A: Oh, they would make them about f o u r  feet a c r o s s  I suppose, and about  
t h r e e  or  four  f e e t  h igh ,  

Q: I see. 

A: ,And i t  was l e f t  t o  ripen a s  they c a l l e d  i t .  And then a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  
time--then they would s t a c k  t h e  hay. Well, then one of we c h i l d r e n  
would ride the  o l d  grey mare. And i t  had a long pole with a real razor  
sharp  end on i t ,  and they'd shove t h a t  po le  under t h a t  shock, and throw 
a rape over, and loop i t  over it ,  and we'd r i d e  i n t o  t h e  s t ack .  ~ h e y ' d  
unfas ten  it and s t a r t  u s  back t o  ge t  another  shock. And they'd throw 
t h a t  by p i t c h f o r k  up on t h e  s t a c k  and form i t  into a r e a l  n i c e  r i cb - some  
made a round s t ack ,  some made a long oblong r i c k ,  you h o w .  
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Q: Was t h i s  i n  the barn o r  . . . 
A: No. That was ou t s ide .  The hay wasn't put  i n  t he  barn then. And 
then later on t h e  oats were harvested--that w a s  done with horses ,  of 
course,  too.  But t h a t  was put i n  b ins  a t  home because, l i k e  I s a i d ,  
t h a t  was fed t o  t h e  horses .  Well, then  t h e  wheat was cu t  with a b inder .  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  this? 

A: Well, i t  would be a l i t t l e  hard t o  expla in  t o  anyone t h a t  had never 
seen one. It c u t  and separa ted  t h e  straw from t h e  wheat, and t h e  wheat 
would go through an e l e v a t o r  out  i n t o  a wagon much l i k e  i t  does now only 
on a very small  s ca l e .  And t h e  h e a t  was so  despera te  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
many times they would have t o  change horses--a horse would d i e  from 
overheating. That was how d i f f e r e n t  our  seasons were. When i t  was 
summer, i t  was summer, but when i t  was winter ,  i t  was win te r ,  too .  

Q: Did you have a l o t  of humidity? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  know. We d i d n ' t  know t h a t  word then. ( laughs)  We 
d i d n ' t  understand about those  t h i n g s  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: You j u s t  knew i t  was hot?  

A: Yes. W e  d i d .  And I look back and th ink ,  no r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  no 
a i r -condi t ion ing ,  and a l l  we had was a palm l ea f  fan ,  or something like 
t h a t .  And, you know, I look back and I t h i n k  how d id  we go t o  bed a t  
n i g h t  with t h a t  hea t .  But, w e  d id .  

Q: Well, you d i d n ' t  know t h e  d i f f e r ence .  

A: No. We were . . . I wonder too  i f  maybe t h e  country wasn't so 
populated-I wonder if t he  a ir  wasn't f r e s h e r  a t  n igh t .  You know, i t  
could have been very  d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. And I think now, the  houses 
a r e  b u i l t  t i g h t e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  no windows t o  open l i k e  i t  used t o  be, you 
know, maybe t h a t  made a d i f f e r e n c e .  I just don' t know. 

Q: Well, you mentioned the  b inders .  What about t he  thresh ing  machines? 

A: Now, t h a t  d i d n ' t  come u n t i l  i n  September. I was going t o  t e l l  you. 

Q: I s e e .  

A: This wheat--like i t  was put i n  shocks. During the  war, be fo re  your 
mother w a s  born, N e l l i e  and I d i d  a l l  t h e  shocking of Grandpa's wheat 
and o a t s  because we couldn ' t  g e t  any help.  The help  was all gone, you 
know, t o  the war. And you put--it was an uneven number and I be l i eve  
t h a t  i t  was seven, what they call bundlea. The binder would go along 
and c u t  t h i s ,  and t ie  i t  i n t o  c e r t a i n  sized bundles, and kick i t  back. 
Then we'd go along and pick up t h e  bundles  and you made shocks--and i t  
was e i t h e r  seven o r  n ine ,  i t  was an uneven number. [The a c t u a l  number 
was swen . ]  W e  would s tand  i t  up on the b u t t  ends, you know, and hold 
t h e i r  heads toge ther .  Then we would take  two bundles,  and you threw i t  
over  your arm, and you break t h a t  head--like the  wheat is, you know, you 
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break t h a t  down so t h a t  i t  w i l l  hang, and you spread t h a t  out  over t h e  
one--over one s i d e  of t h e  shock, and t h e  o t h e r  one over t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
[of t h e  shock]. That pro tec ted  it from water .  Well, t h a t  wheat then  
went through about four  t o  s i x  weeks r ipen ing .  

Then i t  would be hauled i n t o  t h e  barn and put  i n  long ricks o r  s t a c k s ,  
whatever t h e  man wanted done. Then t h e  thresh ing  machine--when i t  came, 
we l l ,  they'd j u s t  p i t c h  from t h a t  r i g h t  into t he  s epa ra to r ,  and then 
they had a p lace  where they  made t h e  b ig  s t raw s t ack  i n  the  f e e d l o t  
where the  cattle could be around i t ,  you know. That ' s  how t h e  wheat was 
harves ted .  

Q: The th resh ing  machine, d i d  your dad own one? 

A: Y e s .  Well, he and h i s  unc le  t oge the r  d i d ,  and i t  was a steam engine. 

Q: How many man had t o  be on hand t o  ope ra t e  t h i s  machine? 

A: Well, he r a n  t h e  engine and Uncle John t h e  sepa ra to r .  Then t h e r e  
was one c a l l e d  the  water wagon boy, and he had t o  haul  water  t o  put  i n  
t h e  engine as well  a s  t o  d r ink .  I mean, you know, they had t o  have 
f r e s h  water t o  dr ink .  

But t h e r e  were no t  so many men t o  cook f o r  as t h e r e  was i n  f i l l i n g  
s i l o s .  Now, t h a t  we would have as much as thir ty- two men. I remember 
back when f was married and we went t o  Grandma's t o  ge t  d inner  and, you 
see, they'd go i n  t h e  field--one group of men went i n  the  f i e l d  and cu t  
t h e  corn i n  bundles. Others came along wi th  wagons and threw It on; 
o t h e r s  came i n ,  you know, and t h a t  went up i n t o  t h e  s i l o s .  

Q: What were t h e  s i l o s  l i k e ?  

A: I expect  you've seen a good many of them. It i s n ' t  l i k e  your b r o t h e r ,  
J i m ' s .  Your bro ther ,  J i m ' s  is a b ig  oblong, ca ske t  l i k e  th ing .  But 
t h e s e  were tall and round--you've seen them. 

Q: Slender? 

A: Yes. You've seen them through t h e  country,  I am sure .  

Q: Yes. I thought maybe then they  were a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  than 
they are now? 

A: No. And back then  i n  order  t o  make dampness, these was a hose with  
a real fine spray ,  and two people had t o  be up i n  t h e  s i lo--crossing 
conetan t ly .  Now, they weigh i t  down with  a t r a c t o r ,  you know, they run 
a t r a c t o r  over i t  and mash i t  down r e a l  hard. But they  couldn ' t  ge t  up 
in t h e r e  with anything l i k e  t h a t .  And Fred's sister and I used t o  tromp 
so much, and we'd have a bonnet on t o  keep our  heads from g e t t i n g  wet. 
And boots--= wore boots  and you'd tramp cons t an t ly  f o r  hours.  And t h a t  
was cons t an t ly  coming i n ,  i n  a f i n e  stream. That corn was shredded and 
w a s  brought i n ,  i n  a real f i n e  stream, and then t h a t  water i n  a fine 
spray was coming a l l  over t h a t  while  we tramped t h a t .  Then as that  . . . 
they c a l l e d  i t  a souring s t age ,  you h o w ,  t h e  corn was s o r t  of soured. 
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Q: How long did t h a t  take? 

A: Well, they wouldn't s t a r t  feeding unt i l - - tha t  would be done along i n  
September, and you d i d n ' t  s tart  feeding that usua l ly  u n t i l  Christmas, o r  
some th ing  l i k e  t h a t  . 
Q: I see. Did you ever s e e  a hay b a l e r  when you were a c h i l d ?  

A: Oh, yes. But i t  aga in  was a l o t  different--oh, so  d i f f i c u l t .  That 
was r e a l l y  hard work. Someone had t o  l a y  f l a t  on h i s  s i d e ,  and they'd 
p i ck  up t h i s  . . , enough hay t o  make t h i s  ba le .  And when i t  was 
formed, then somebody was on the  o t h e r  s i d e ,  and they had t o  stick w i r e s  
through, you know, and wire t h a t  bale .  Well, now your bro ther  sits up 
t h e r e  in a cab and goee down through the f i e l d  where t h a t  hay has just 
been put  i n  a row . . . 
Q : Windrows? 

A: Yes. And he j u s t  goes r i d i n g  down t h a t  row, and i t  makes those huge 
round ba l e s .  When he g e t s  a b a l e  a red l i g h t  sh ines  on, he punches a 
plug,  and out shoo t s  t h e  b a l e  behind. It c l o s e s  and starts another  
ba l e ,  you know. 

Q: So i t  was much ha rde r  work then? 

A: Oh, i t  was r e a l l y .  That was t e r r i b l y  hard. 

Q: Did your dad ever  have one? 

A: Yes. They had a baler t o  b a l e  t h e i r  hay. They d i d n ' t  do much of 
t h a t  because a t  t h a t  t i m e  then  he begun pu t t i ng  h i s  hay i n  t h e  barn. 
They b u i l t  t h i s  n i c e  barn and he hadpa good haymow, and i t  had a p l ace  
i n  f r o n t  t h a t  came out  over where you could d r i v e  up under i t  with a 
load of hay. And then a big fork  came down on a pu l l ey  and i t  would 
take a b ig  f o r k  f u l l  of hay up, and you'd r i d e  a horse and the horse  
would p u l l  t he  pu l l ey ,  and i t  would take i t  s l i d i n g  way back i n  t h e  
barn, and it would trip it ,  and t h a t  is  how they would f i l l  t h e  haymow 
wi th  hay. 

1 
Q: Would a man usua l ly  be i n  t he  barn during . . . 
A: Y e s ,  i n  t h e  haymoy~, Oh, yes, t o  see t h a t  i t  was i n  place. 

Q: I see. Could you ' tell me something about t he  o t h e r  farm machinery 
when you were a chi ld- l ike a plow? 

A : Wall, a plow, of course, was out of the very best of steel , and it 
was shaped i n  such a way t h a t  t he  blade would c u t  through t h e  ground. 
And it had a handle t h a t  came back, you know, that  the man he ld  t o  t h e s e  
two handles. And, of course, he had t o  walk, l i k e  I s a i d ,  he walked 
cons tan t ly .  And they would make one furrow a t  a t i m e .  While now I 
expect your bro ther  with h i s  g r e a t  b ig  d i sk ,  1 ' d  expect he could t ake  
t e n  O r  twelve rows a t  a time. 
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Q: Do you remember how many a c r e s  of land your f a t h e r  could plow i n  one 

A: Oh, no. It wouldn't be much. I mean one tow a t  a time, you h o w ,  
it is  p r e t t y  slow. 

Q: I t h i n k  I read somewhere where i t  was around two a c r e s  a day. Does 
t h a t  sound r i g h t ?  

A: It might be. You s e e  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  much about farming. Women 
d i d n ' t  . , . weren't  suppose t o  know too  much about men's work. You 
know, they d id  t h e i r  work. They were supposed t o  be good a t  baking 
bread, and sewing, and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  And men were supposed t o  do 
those  th ings  [ou t s ide ] .  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  a p l an te r?  

A: Well, I know i t  had boxes on the back and i t  would drop t h e  seeds i n  
there--but j u s t  one row a t  a time-then finally they got  i t  with t w ~  
rows. They f i n a l l y  g o t  a two row c u l t i v a t o r  that they could c u l t i v a t e  
two rows of corn  a t  a t i m e ,  too.  ( tape  stopped) 

Q: Did your dad p l an t  more corn  o r  wheat i n  those days? 

A: Oh, I t h i n k  more corn.  

Q: Did he eve r  raise soybeans? 

A: No. Oh, no. They never  heard of such a th ing .  They did r a i s e  
whippoorwill peas.  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  those? 

A: They were a long pod--long s l ende r  pod [about e i g h t  inches long]. 
Like you would have a pole  bean today--a green bean. And i t  had l i t t l e  
peas i n  them--they were speckled.  The moat unpleasant  th ing  I t h i n k  
about them was that they  r a i sed  them down ~II t he  creek bottom where the 
sandburrs  were j u s t  thick and, of course,  i n  those days we always had 
t o  go through and c u t  ou t  all of t h e  morning-glories and weeds ou t  o 

would be between two b i g  ones s o  they could reach over and he lp  
t h e  corn with hoea--row a f t e r  row, a m i l e  long. And we l i t t l e  ones , 

us--barefooted, of course,  we were a l l  barefooted and t h a t  sand was eo 
hot.  And you'd s t e p  on those  sandburrs ,  and i f  you never saw one--they 
are j u s t  about t h e  s i z e  of a l a r g e  pea, I suppose, and they have l i t t l e  
r a z o r  l i k e  thorns  a l l  over. You c a n ' t  m i s s  g e t t i n g  s tuck  with them. 

In  f a c t ,  that's what my b ro the r s  did when I was married--- were married 
i n  Indianapol i s .  And my aunt came t o  s t a y  while I was gone--with Dad 
and t h e  b y s .  And I had ray soom f i xed  real nice, of course,  f o r  when I 
w s  t o  r e t u r n ,  you know. And when I got  hme, my o ldes t  brother--he 
just couldn ' t  wait u n t i l  our meal was wer. He thought we should go t o  
bed, and we weren't used t o  going t o  bed so  e a r l y ,  and we couldn ' t  
unders taM h i s  h a s t e ,  you know, So afterwhile, I went t o  the k i t chen  t o  
he lp  my aun t  with t h e  dishes, and she  whispered t o  me and t o l d  me, she 
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s a i d ,  " ~ o n ' t  g e t  i n  t h a t  bed! They ' l l  k i l l  m e  i f  they find out  I t o l d  
you, bu t  you c a n ' t  g e t  i n  t h a t  bed. They put a whole quar t  of sandburrs  
on t h a t  shee t  ,I' 

Q: You were happy [she]  t o l d  you. 

A: Well, t h a t  would have been t o r t u r e ,  abso lu t e  t o r t u r e .  So we j u s t  
meandered around awhile  and finally went up t o  bed and, of course ,  we 
could hear  them j u s t  g i g g l e ,  and g igg le ,  and g igg le .  They were wai t ing  
t o  hea r  u s  "ye l l . "  And i t  would have happened. I had t o l d  [Fred] so he 
took a comb, and we l a i d  the  covers  back very  c a r e f u l l y ,  and j u s t  combed 
i t ,  and combed i t .  We thought we had every one, but  we missed one and 
he go t  i t .  And t h a t  t i c k l e d  Jim--they laughed out  loud. So I went t o  
t h e  door and I sa id ,  "Well, you weren' t so  smart because we got  them a l l  
bu t  one. But, you h o w ,  t h a t  could have poisoned us.'' Those were h o r r i b l e  
th ings .  He s a i d ,  "Who t o l d  you?" And I s a i d ,  "A l i t t l e  bird-- that ' s  
a l l ,  I j u s t  guessed it." And he  s a i d ,  'You d i d n ' t  e i ther . ' '  And so he 
was r e a l l y  angry with our  aunt ,  and he  never  l i k e d  he r  frm then on. 
But, my goodness, i t  was a h o r r i b l e  t h ing  t o  do. ( t a p e  stopped) 

Q: Since we a r e  t a l k i n g  about pranks t h a t  happened t o  you when you got  
marr ied,  could you te l l  m e  i f  you ever  had a c h a r i v a r i  o r  i f  you ever  
went t o  a c h a r i v a r i ?  

A: Everybody had t o  have a c h a r i v a r i ,  and some of them were rougher 
than  o the r s .  Some of them--they would take t h e  groom and put  him out i n  
a b a r r e l  of cold water ,  and shove him up and down. And o the r s  would 
r i d e  him on a pole ,  bu t  most gene ra l ly  they wouldn't be q u i t e  t h a t  
severe .  They would have music and dance. 

Q: Do you remember when they discont inued t h e  c h a r i v a r i ?  

A: Oh, I think they've always had i t  more o r  less--in forms. 1 t h l n k  
they s t i l l  do--more o r  l e s s .  Now, I don ' t  know i f  they c a l l  i t  by 
another  name, bu t  I s ti1 1 th ink  they have something i n  through t h e  
country a t  l e a s t .  

Q: But i t  appears  they played more pranks then than they do today. 

A: Yes. I th ink  so.  (laughs) 

Q: Let's ge t  back to  discussfng farm l i f e  when you were a c h i l d .  Is 
t h e r e  anything else you would l i k e  t o  t a l k  about t h a t  happened i n  t h e  
summer months? 

A: Wall, June  was stil l  ou r  one school month. That was when the  wheat 
and o a t s  were shocked, l i k e  I s a i d ,  and the e a r l y  garden w a s  a l l  [ p l a n t e d ] ,  
and we had t h i n g s  t o  eat, and we had f r u i t  and rhubarb t o  use.  The 
l i t t l e  baby chickens were co tn ix  on and turkeys  and geese. Then i n  
J u l y ,  no  school and t h e  corn was l a i d  by, and we gathered the  hops f o r  
Mother t o  make yeas t  f o r  t h e  bread. And t h e  gooseber r ies  and c u r r a n t s  
were r i p e ,  and Mother canned those.  I believe I s a i d  the  corn was l a i d  
by, 'd idn ' t  I? 
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Q: Y e s ,  you d id .  

A: Y e s .  And t h a t  was a l l  very p r imi t ive ,  bu t  then i t  was awful ly good 
anyway. Then i n  August, i t  was t e r r i b l y  hot  and no school again.  The 
hucks ter  came one day a week and t h a t  was time t o  d ig  the  po ta toes  and 
p u l l  t h e  onions t o  d r y  f o r  winter .  And, of course,  Mother saved a l l  h e r  
seed f o r  t he  next  year .  And Mother began g e t t i n g  h e r  cucumbers i n  s a l t  
b r ine .  Now, she d i d n ' t  f i x  cucumbers l i k e  they  do nowadays i n  v inegar  
because, a s  I s a i d ,  she d i d n ' t  have g l a s s  cans. So she would p ick  them, 
and wash them, and put them down i n  a b ig  jar--make a s a l t  b r i n e  t h a t  
would hold an egg, and put i t  i n  t h a t ,  and they would j u s t  keep 
p e r f e c t l y .  And then  I n  the winter  when she  got  ready f o r  cucumbers, 
l i k e  an a Saturday, she  would take out a quan t i t y  of whatever she  wanted 
and soak t h e  salt  out  of them, and f i x  h e r  sweet s p i c y  v inega r ,  and we 
had our  p i ck le s .  

Q: Did she make d i f f e r e n t  kinds of p ick les?  

A: D i f f e ren t  t h ings ,  oh my goodness, yes.  By September, she  was making 
p i c k l e  r e l i s h e s ,  green tomato r e l i s h ,  and dry  corn. That was another  
t h ing ,  you see ,  because we couldn ' t  can corn. She would d ry  sweet corn.  
You j u s t  cu t  i t  off t h e  cob, and put  i t  on a c l ean  shee t  up on t h e  roof ,  
and then lay a mosquito bar over i t  so nothing could touch i t ,  and t h e  
h o t  sun would dry  it--it would j u s t  s h r i v e l  i t  a l l  up. And then  i n  the  
win ter ,  when you put  b u t t e r  and cream i n  t h a t  and cook i t ,  i t  was so 
good . 
Q: Would i t  be tender  l i k e  i t  is  today? 

A: Oh yes. But you see ,  otherwiee we couldn ' t  have had corn becauge 
t h e r e  was no way of cold-packing. W e  d idn ' t  know those  th ings  
then--there wasn't t h e  g l a s s .  We d i d n ' t  have i t .  

Q: How did  she s t o r e  t he  corn? 

A: In a sack. When i t  w a s  d r y ,  w e l l ,  you j u s t  pu t  i t  i n  a sack. And 
usua l ly  a t e n  pound sugar  sack f u l l .  She always t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h a t  much. 
Well, then t h e r e  were a l l  k inds  of beans, soup beans, kidney beans, l ima 
beans. And by t h a t  time they had t o  be picked, but they weren't hu l led  
ye t .  They were j u s t  picked and s to red  out i n  t he  summer ki tchen .  

Q: Who would p ick  t h e  vege tab le s  out  of t h e  garden? 

A: Oh well, t h e  women always d id  t h a t  and the ch i ld ren .  

Q: The men would not  harvest i t ?  

A: The only th ing  that  I remember t h a t  my dad helped wi th  i n  t h e  l a t e r  
s e a b n  after farming started--he was t h e  one that always f ixed  t h e  
cabbage and tomato squares  ready f o r  . . . t o  bury--the cabbage t o  bury. 
And ye had a s p e c i a l  p l o t  of ground they  always had [ f o r  p l an t ing ] ,  and 
he would l a y  t h a t  o f f  i n  two good squares, and then  they would p l an t  a 
couple cabbage seeds  i n  so  many squares  and s o  many tomato seeds ,  you 
know. And then  the  s t r o n g e s t  was l e f t  t o  go. And [after those  
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vege tab le s  matured] t h a t  was t h e  l a t e  cabbage t h a t  Mother r a i s e d ,  and 
t h a t  was what was buried t o  go through t h e  winter ;  so t h a t  we had cabbage, 
t u r n i p s ,  apples ,  po ta toes  and . . . 
Q: What d id  you do with your f r u i t ,  l i k e  your peaches and apples?  

A: Well you see, since we had few cans and Mother used most of those  
f o r  t h e  r a s p b e r r i e s ,  and b l a c k b e r r i e s  and c h e r r i e s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  t h e r e  
was one way t o  do i t  and t h a t  was t o  d ry  them. And so they had boards 
f ixed  on th ings  you know, up and down through the  garden and we'd sit 
around a t  n i g h t ,  and peel  t h e  peaches and app le s  and pare them, you 
know, They'd s l i c e  them and then  those  were put out  i n  t h e  morning and 
t h i s  mosquito ba r  put over them, and then they were d r i e d .  And then  
those  could be put into bags and you made p i e s  out  af them. Real ly,  
they were very good. 

Q: Did you ever t r y  t o  make d o l l s  out  of dr ied  apples? 

A: No. I ' ve  seen t h e  d o l l s  made out of them, but we never t i r e d  to. 
But then  always the r e s t  of t h e  apples ,  of course,  then  were buried.  We 
had a b i g  sack of dried peaches, a b ig  sack of d r i ed  apples ,  and then 
t h e  corn. Like I say, t h e  tomatoes were canned i n  t i n  and sea led  wl th  
s e a l i n g  wax because . . . . Now as Mother got  syrup from t h e  huckster-- i t  
came i n  l i t t l e  ha l f -ga l lon  t i n  buckets,  and she usua l ly  kept  those  f o r  
t h e  l a t e  October peach trees. It was l i t t l e  red c l i n g s  about t h e  size 
of a l a r g e  walnut,  and they were j u s t  t he  b e s t  clings--they d i d n ' t  cane 
off  t h e  seed. So she  peeled those  and put them in sweet syrup,  you 
know, and then  i n  t h e  win te r  when i t  was co ld ,  you'd open up those  and 
they were so good. 

Q: It sounds good. 

A: Yes. And then i n  October, of course,  she  began making o the r  r e l i s h  
and sauerkraut  had t o  be made--a b ig  keg of sauerkraut .  And then  t h e  
hominy was made and she'd take a g r e a t  big k e t t l e  and make hominy. 

Q: Hominy. How do you make hominy? 

A: You can buy i t .  I keep hominy, 1 l i ke  i t  very much. But i t  i s  
white corn, and she  would use  L e w i s  Lye and put t h a t  on i t .  Of couqse, 
1've f o r g a t t e n  haw much lye you u s e  in t he  water ,  bu t  you have t o  b r ing  
t h a t  corn t o  a b o i l ,  and b o i l  t h a t  u n t i l  i t  is  tender .  And you t r y  t o  
f l i p  t he  skins and when it i s  j u s t  r i g h t ,  those  sk ins ,  o u t e r  sk ins ,  would 
a l l  s l i p  off  and l eave  t h a t  inner  kerne l  of corn--whole. And then you 
take i t  out of t h a t ,  and you've g o t  t o  wash i t ,  and wash i t  u n t i l  t h e r e  
i s  no sign of t h e  lye, and then  she'd pack t h a t  down i n  b i g  j a r s .  

END OF TAPE TWO 

Q: Grmdma, you mentioned burying vegetab les .  Could you t e l l  m e  
something about t h e  technique used and what you would bury? 

* 
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A: Yes. It was i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  many ways because, of course ,  w e  
couldn ' t  go t o  a supermarket and g e t  cabbage, and tu rn ips ,  and l e t t u c e ,  
and green onions, and th ings  l i k e  you do now. You can go and g e t  
anything,  f r u i t  o r  j u s t  anything. But we never saw green s t u f f  u n t i l  
sp r ing  aga in ,  s o  i t  was necessary t o  do t h i s .  I t o l d  you how we r a i s ed  
t h e  late cabbage t o  bury. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And i t  was a s p e c i a l  kind. And when i t  go t  r e a l  co ld ,  my f a t h e r  had 
a s p e c i a l  p lace  i n  t h e  garden t h a t  was h igh  because, of course,  you had 
t o  have good drainage. And he would measure o f f  a space f o r  each 
hill--whatever he was going t o  put  i n  i t .  And then  he would p i l e  s t raw 
about e igh teen  inches deep on t h a t  n i c e  c l ean  s t raw.  And then i f  i t  was 
cabbage, he'd t u rn  t h e  heads upside down i n  t h a t  s t raw,  cover them with 
s t r aw ,  and then  d ig  a t rench a l l  around t h a t ,  and throw d i r t  up on t h e  
straw. That way, you s e e ,  t h e r e  never w a s  a speck of water could ever  
s t and  on them a t  a l l - - i t ' d  j u s t  run r i g h t  o f f  i n  t h a t  d i t c h .  And the  
same way with t h e  tu rn ips ,  and t h e  apples ,  and pota toes .  

When i t  go t  r e a l  cold then--of course,  o u r  w ln te r s  were ve ry ,  very  
d i f f e r e n t .  I t h i n k  I aa id  when November came, we had winter--and had 
win te r  a through and i t  was cold--just r s teady  co ld .  So t h e y t o u l d  
have t o  put t h e  d i r t  on, maybe e igh teen  inches t h i c k  on those  h i l l s .  
And then they would take straw from the  s t a b l e s  and cover t h a t .  Thbt 
would keep t h e  hea t  i n ,  you know. 

On t h e  south  s i d e  of those h i l l s  they would leave  a hole--oh, u s u a l l y  a 
foo t  a c r o s s ,  and they'd s t u f f  an old d r e s s  o r  something i n  t h e  hole. 
f i r s t ,  and then put a board over t h a t ,  and then  put  s t raw and d i r t . '  
Well then,  i n  t h e  win ter  no mat te r  how co ld ,  when we needed t o  haved some 
app le s  o r  po ta toes  o r  something t o  use ,  t h e  men would go ou t ,  and open 
t h a t  ho le ,  and reach  i n ,  and g e t  buckets of i t ,  and bring i t  i n  t h e  
house. When those  were gone, we'd g e t  some more, [and t h i s  would go on] 
u n t i l  spring. 

And then,  of course ,  t h e  onions were r a i s e d  and d r i ed  so t h a t  we'd have 
our  supply of onions. And l i k e  I s a i d ,  we had our sorghum, and Dad 
always bought a b a r r e l  of f l o u r  i n  the  f a l l  when he threshed h i s  wheat. I 

Q: Did he buy t h i s  i n  Marshall? 

A: Yes. Oh, yes.  And we had the  f r e s h  homemade bread, and homemade 
b u t t e r ,  and sorghum, and everything--we had peach b u t t e r ,  apple  b u t t e r  
and plum b u t t e r ,  pumpkin b u t t e r ,  [ e t  ce t e ra ] .  

Q: -Could you tell me anything about  ga ther ing  nuts?  

A: "Oh, y e s ,  t h a t  was fun. Yes, a f t e r  school the  c h i l d r e n  would a11 go 
out--and, of course ,  i n  those  days t h e r e  were rail fences  and i n  a l l  t h e  
rail ,  fences  would be hazel  brush. You could c a l l  them--oh, I f o r g e t  
what t hey ' r e  c a l l e d  as you buy them out of t h e  s t o r e  today. But f i l b e r t s  
I t h i n k  is  what they c a l l  them now. But we c a l l e d  them haze lnuts  and 
they  grew i n  clumps. Well, we would take  b ig  gunny sacks and [p ick]  o f f  
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those  clumps, and we'd have poss ib ly  fou r  o r  five big gunny sacks  of 
haze lnu t s  and walnuts,  hickory n u t s  and b u t t e r n u t s .  

Well, those  would be taken [up to ]  t h e  house and put  up on the chicken 
house roof and they were l e f t  t h e r e ,  you know, t h r e e  o r  four  weeks t o  
dry  i n  the  sack--ripen. Well then,  when i t  came cold  win ter  evenings, 
t h a t  would be our  job--to s i t  around t h e  s t o v e  and s h e l l  out  t hese  
haze lnuts .  And, of  course, t h e  hickory n u t s  we would have t o  
c racklbreak  off t h e  o u t s i d e  s h e l l  of those  because t h a t  was b e t t e r  dane 
outside--and the  walnuts too ,  you how, They were ready t o  c rack  and 
p ick  ou t  t h e  kerne ls  f o r  baking--which, of course ,  they were--people 
baked wi th  a l o t  of t h ings  l i k e  t h a t  i n  those days. 

Q: What d i d  you do about t h e  s t a i n  from walnuts? 

A: Well, sometimes i t  was so bad--so our  b ro the r s  found a way of making 
a h o l e  i n  a board and p u t t i n g  t h a t  board ac ros s  a couple of b locks  of 
wood, and then they'd l ay  t h e  walnuts  on t h a t ,  and take a c lub  o r  
something and h i t  t h a t .  Well, t h a t  would mash t h e  walnuts and they  would 
s q u i r t  through, and t h a t  would leave  t h e  h u l l  on t h e  outs ide-- that  way 
our hands d i d n ' t  touch i t  s o  much. 

A: Speaking of t h a t  now--they were so  cheap everywhere. My n i e c e  up a t  
Culver, Indiana,  t o l d  me t h e  o t h e r  day--they pick ou t  t h e i r  walnuts and 
they sell them f o r  $5 a pound. And t h i s  one man g e t s  t en  pounds every 
f a l l  and sends t o  h i s  mother i n  F lor ida .  

Q: Did your family ever  sell any of these  nuts? 

A: Oh, no. Oh, no. No, tha t  w a s  j u s t  p a r t  of l iv ing .  Yes, you just 
didn'  t--you j u s t  had a l l  those good th ings  t o  e a t .  You didn'  t s e l l .  
them. 

Q: Did your mother bake a l o t  of thinga around Christmastime and use 
those  nuts?  

A: No, n o t  a great d e a l .  She made a b ig  f r u i t  cake every year. That 
was made a month i n  advance because i t  was packed i n  a jar i n  c l o t h s ,  
and a little wine o r  something was poured over i t .  And then i t  [ r ipened]  
and i t  was real good by t h e  time i t  s e t  [ t h a t  long] u n t i l  Christmastime. 
A l l  t h a t  fruit--she had so much good f r u i t  i n  i t ,  and then  she'd s l i c e  
t h a t  off and t h a t  was so good. Then she made molasses cook ie s - - l i t t l e  
boys and g i r l s .  

Q: I raember when I was a child, i t  was q u i t e  popular i n  Clark County 
t o  go muahroom hunting i n  t he  spr ing .  Did you go ~ u S ~ ~ Q O I U  hun)ing when 
you were a child? 

A: Oh, yes, I can  remember I was too  l i t t l e  t o  go with them, Some 
o t h e r  people from Terre  Haute would come out  i n  e a r l y  May and, of course ,  
ou r  seasons--like I t o l d  you--they were so d i f f e r e n t .  When sp r ing  came 
i t  was sp r ing ,  and b e a u t i f u l  and warm. And Dad always had some new 



J e s s i e  Ruth Gi lbe r t  S a i t e r  5 6 

ground nearby where around these stumps, where they had cut  the  t r e e s ,  
t h e  mushrooms were so  large.  They were nothing a t  a l l  l i k e  we have 
today. 

Q: What kind of mushrooms? 

A: Well, they were the sponge mushrooms [morels] mostly. 

Q: Did you have t h e  long-necked kind? 

A: Yes, they had them, but r e a l l y  the  [morels] were more popular.  And 
the re  would be nothing unusual t o  have them s i x  inches long--even more, 
r e a l l y  j u s t  huge. 3 remember one Sunday so well. They came over and 
they took six gal lon  milk buckets back t o  ge t  them i n .  They came hack 
with those f u l l  and put i n  sacks t o  take back t o  Terre Haute. 

But you see--it was l i k e  I said--we had warm spring r a i n s  and the  new 
ground--it w a s  all new--cattle hadn't  tramped i t .  It hadn't been 
farmed. And you take l i k e  now--like the  animals have gone over the  
pas tures ,  the  hazel brush i s  gone. The fences a r e  gone. The blackberry 
b r i a r s  a r e  gone. It gave way t o  progress. 

Q: Would you c a l l  i t  more progress o r  simply change? 

A: Well, [ t h a t ]  depends on how you look a t  i t .  I th ink progress is 
wonderful. And i n  many things we've cane a long way. In many o the r  
th ings  it's r a t h e r  pitiful--we've gone the  wrong way. I think back over 
t h e  changes--politically, econmica l ly .  You know back then--take war--really 
w e  j u s t  d idn ' t  know what i t  was because we d i d n ' t  have phones--usually 
no newspapers, j u s t  a county paper. But th ings  were so peaceful.  

You f e l t  so safe and I remember--really the  f i r s t  war t h a t  I was 
conscious of was when our first l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  your mother, was born. 
That was i n  1918, when World War I was s e t t l e d .  And I remember how 
h o r r i b l e  the news came ac ross  when they were f ight ing  the  Germans, and 
all over there .  Oh, the neighbors were j u s t  hor r i f i ed .  We d i d n ' t  
understand that-- i t  was so f a r  away f ran  us. 

Now you jump on a plane and you're t h e r e  i n  j u s t  a l i t t l e  bi t-- l ike your 
mother and daddy. In t en  days they v i s i t e d  Switzerland, Germany and 
d i f f e r e n t  places l i k e  tha t .  Well, we couldn' t  do t h a t  [ i n ]  those days, 
you know. And i t  was so f r ightening.  But, I th ink  it's l i k e  
t e l ev i s ion .  Television has been a most wonderful thing.  But i t ' s  j u s t  
been used in the wrong way because of the  people's morals and th ings  
l i k e  tha t .  It's our f a u l t  because they're going t o  p u t  an what [ t h e  
people l i k e ]  . 
Q: YOU felt  the  people were more moral than than they a r e  now? 

A: Oh my goodness, I should hope t o  t e l l  you! 

Q: Could you te l l  me something about maple candy o r  did you make maple 
candy when you were a chi ld?  
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A: Yes. I t h i n k  I mentioned i n  March t h a t  t he  sugar  sap--my dad h a  a 
sugar orchard. It was a love ly  p lace .  It sloped down t o  a  l i t t l e  creek 
bottom and they would t a p  those  t r e e s .  And then i n  March--Late 
March--when the  sap began t o  run,  he'd hang buckets on those  with tubes 
o u t ,  and then t h a t  water waa gathered in .  

Mother never made a p r a c t i c e  of making molasses much f o r  u s  because it 
would have taken ga l lons  and ga l lons  [of sap] .  I used t o  know how many 
ga l lons  i t  took t o  make just a p i n t  of syrup. You boi led  i t  and boiled 
i t  f o r  days, you know. But she  would alwayg t r y  t o  make us a  l i t t l e  
maple candy, and i t  was awful ly good--and a l i t t l e  maple syrup. Sol we 
always had a l i t t l e  t o  taste every spr ing .  

Q: Did they t r y  t o  s e l l  any of t h i s  sap? 

A: Oh, n o .  Oh, no. It wasn't commercial a t  all. It was one of t he  
n i c e  th ings  we had on our  farm. 

Q: Did most of  the  farmers have t h i s  around the  area? 

A: I don ' t  t h ink  so. I d i d n ' t  know of anyone e l s e  t h a t  d i d .  

Q: I remember hearing about people going i n t o  the  m o d s  and 
ga ther ing  wild honey. Did you ever do t h i s ?  

A: Y e s .  My brothers--my b ig  b ro the r s  used to. And t h a t  would u s u a l l y  
be along i n  Ju ly .  It seemed like i t  was along i n  t h a t  month when t h e  
weather was so hot ,  and the bees would s t a r t  swarming and they would go 
t o  make another  hive.  And t h e  men would be out  i n  t h e  fields and they 'd 
s e e  this b ig  swarm of bees--so, of course,  when they saw them forming, 
they knew if they'd fo l low them i t  would t a k e  them t o  t h i s  p lace  where 
they had t h e i r  honey, o r  e l s e  where they were going t o  have i t ,  

And so  they would t r y  t o  fo l low them and--oh, I remember many times they 
would cane t o  the  t r e e ,  and i t  would be an o ld  t r e e  wi th  a  hollow p lace  
i n  i t .  And t h e  bees would swarm around i t  and so  they would s t a k e  
it--know where i t  was--then they would cane t o  t h e  house and g e t  t h e  
saw, and axes, and the  tubs,  and pans, and go back and c u t  t h e  t r e e  
down. And then they would reach i n  and g e t  a l l  t h a t  honey out .  It 
would st i l l  be i n  t h e  comb, of course.  Tt wasn't as c l e a r  and p r e t t y  as 
what you buy n a t u r a l l y .  

Q: Did your mother t r y  t o  s t r a i n  i t ?  

A: Sometimes. But they liked mostly t o  eat i t  wi th  t h e  comb, you 
know. And, of course ,  honey was hea l thy  and i t  was used a l o t  i n  a 
med i ~ i n a l  way, 

Q: 'In &at way did  you use  it? 

A: Well, honey i s  supposed t o  be very  hea l ing  and s o r t  of a l a x a t i v e ,  
i n  a way you might say. In d i f f e r e n t  ways, honey and vinegar  are noted f o r  
t h e i r  h e s l  in8 , 
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Q: Did your mother put v inegar  w i t h  honey? 

A: I don' t  remember t h a t  she  d id  t h a t .  But we always had honey on t h e  
t a b l e .  

Q: Anything e l s e  you'd l i k e  t o  t a l k  about regarding farm l i f e  when you 
were a ch i ld?  I remember you t e l l i n g  me a story once about a tramp. 
Could you desc r ibe  t h i s  t o  me? ( l augh te r )  

A: (laughs) W e l l ,  t h a t  was s o r t  of unusual.  Of course,  tramps were 
not unusual i n  those days. There were a l o t  of poor people who would 
come through the  country begging. And we were used t o  t h e  word "tramp." 
And, of  course,  more o r  l e s s  we would shy away from them--kind of afraid 
of them. One Saturday my mother had t o  go t o  town-which was very 
unusual.  Usually Dad went [ t o  town]. But she had t o  go, and she @ s t  
l e f t  my o lder  s i s t e r  and m e  a t  home so if anybody should come, she ] told 
us  t o  e n t e r t a i n  them u n t i l  she g o t  back. 

Q: So y w  weren' t taught  t o  be a f r a i d  of s t r ange r s?  

A: No, no. And, of course ,  we d i d n ' t  h o w  that was a s t r ange r .  So one 
of t h e  th ings  t h a t  my sister and I had always wanted t o  do--and mother 
forbid-was t o  climb t h e  big cedar  t r e e  out i n  ou r  front yard.  It was a 
huge th ing  and i t  was q u i t e  a cha l lenge  t o  us. And so as soon as  they  
were up f a r  enough t h a t  we f e l t  s u r e  they couldn ' t  come back and ca tch  
us ,  we went r i g h t  out  and climbed t h e  cedar  t r e e .  

So we got up i n  t h e  top of i t ,  and my sister looked up t h e  road and she 
said, "Oh, my goodness. There comes a tramp." Well, of course,  I was 
f i v e  years  younger and t h a t  j u s t  f r i gh tened  the  wits out  of me. And I 
s a i d ,  "What w i l l  we do?" Well she s a i d ,  "We're going t o  have t o  be 
s t i l l .  We won' t d a r e  go down. And w e  can' t make a no i se ,  l e t  us  h ide  
up here. And h e ' l l  probably go on. So we ' l l  j u s t  be r e a l  quiet." 

Well, what made i t  appear t o  be a tramp--in those  days, of course,  
people walked a g r e a t  d e a l  and t h e  d u s t  was t e r r i b l e .  You know, t h e r e  
were not any paved roads. And they had what they c a l l e d  d u s t e r s .  They 
were 8 long, t h i n  coa t  t h a t  men wore over their s u i t s  t o  keep them n i c e ,  
and t o  keep the  d u s t  off. 

Q: I f  t he  man would go i n  a house, then  would he take  off t h i s  dus t e r?  

A: Qh, yes. Oh, ye$. That would be l e f t  ou t s ide  o r  shaken--shaken so 
the  gust would cme o f f ,  

Q: I see. 

A: Another t h ing ,  of course ,  t h a t  made him appear worse, t h e r e  was a 
red scar a c r o s s  h i8  face, and h e  was dusty, and d i r t y ,  and t i r e d ,  B e l l ,  
he  came up t o  the g a t e  and w e  were s o  f r igh tened .  [Nell] whispered t o  
m e  apd she  s a i d ,  "Well maybe h e ' l l  just--when he sees t h e r e ' s  no one 
home h e ' l l  go on." But he came up t o  t h e  f ron t  door,  knocked, and no 
one tame, of course.  He went around t o  t h e  pump and pumped good cold 
water on h i s  handkerchief and washed h i s  face and hands, and g o t  him a 
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co ld  dr ink ,  and went t o  t he  back door ,  and nobody was t he re .  Well, t h a t  
f r igh tened  us then. We were s o  a f r a i d  he would go i n  t h e  house and 
s t e a l  something. But we s tayed q u i e t  and p r e t t y  soon he came around and 
s a t  down on t h e  f r o n t  porch. 

Well, then  we were i n  a predicament because I f  we went down, we'd have 
t o  face him. I f  we d i d n ' t  go down, Mother and Dad would come home. So 
e i t h e r  way we were i n  a s e r i o u s  ( laughs)  p o s i t i o n ,  bu t  we thought we'd 
r a t h e r  r i s k  Dad and Mom. Well, p r e t t y  soon, we heard Dad and Mom coming. 
They drove up t o  the  g a t e .  J u s t  as quick as Dad jumped out of t h e  
su r r ey  t o  take Mother o u t ,  he looked and saw--he s a i d ,  "Oh, John!" 
W e l l ,  r i g h t  then  we h e w  it  must be a f r i e n d  of Dad's and we h e w  what 
we'd be i n  f o r ,  We were supposed t o  e n t e r t a i n  anyone. And so  t h i s  man 
go t  up and walked out toward Dad and our mother shook hands with him. 
She s a i d ,  "Well, John, why d i d n ' t  t h e  g i r l s  t ake  you i n  t he  house where 
i t  was cool?" And he s a i d ,  "Well, J o ,  t h e r e  were no g i r l s .  I haven ' t  
seen anybody .It  ell ,'I she  sa id ,  " t h a t f  s odd, I l e f t  them here and 
t o l d  them if anyone came, t o  e n t e r t a i n  them." "Well," he s a i d ,  " they ' re  
j u s t  ou t  playing,  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i gh t . "  So Dad s a i d ,  "Well, you go on i n  
John, and j u s t  a s  soon a s  I pu t  t h e  ho r ses  up, I 'll be r i g h t  in." 

Well, we  hur r ied  and thought ,  and w e  f i gu red  r i g h t  then was t h e  t ime 
we'd b e t t e r  g e t  down t h a t  t r e e .  Mother took him i n s i d e  and Dad went t o  
t ake  c a r e  of t he  horses .  So, i f  we could g e t  dovn out of t h a t  t r e e  and 
g e t  out t o  t he  woods, we could come i n  with some wild f lowers  o r  
something and pretend we had j u s t  gone t o  t h e  woods t o  pick some f lowers ,  
which we d i d ,  So we g o t  those and came walking i n  and Mo t h e r  s a i d ,  "I 
t o l d  you t o  s t a y  he re  and j u s t  s e e  who came t o  v i s i t  us," And we asked 
who i t  was, and she  s a i d ,  "Well t h a t '  s your f a t h e r '  s very  good f r i e n d  
from Kansas--the s t a t e  of Kansas." He had come on t h e  t r a i n  t o  Marshall .  
Rather than c a l l i n g  Dad, he j u s t  walked seven mi l e s  through t h a t  d u s t .  
Well, of course ,  then w e  enjoyed him--he w a s  very wealthy. He had--oh, 
I donf t know how many s e c t i o n s  of land he owned out there .  

Q: How did  he know your dad? 

A: Well, they had met somehow yea r s  before-I j u s t  don ' t  recall whether 
they m e t  i n  c o l l e g e  o r  how. But he had wanted Dad t o  move us  out  t o  
Kansas, and he would sha re  p a r t  of h i s  ground and they'd farm toge the r .  
They almost d i d  a t  one time and then f o r  some reason--1 dont t know-tthey 
decided no t  to. So I r e a l l y  don ' t  know whatever became of him, H i 8  
name was John Kunz, and he was such a love ly  man. f remember so well  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  them--my f a t h e r  loved t o  t a l k  about f u t u r e  events--what 
would happen t o  our  country p o l i t i c a l l y  and (coughs) they would s i t  and 
t a l k  and . . . I j u s t  laved t o  sit on Dad's l ap  and l i s t e n  t o  them. 
You know, t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n t  t a l k  t o  a l i t t l e  t o t  and i t  seemed g r e a t  t o  
me.  

Q: What would your dad say about t he  fu tu re?  

A: Well, they  go t  t o  t a l k i n g  about ou r  [ U . S . ]  Navy and how we were 
p ro t ec t ed ,  and so  f o r t h ,  And, of course ,  t h a t  a l l  was over my head. I 
d i d n ' t  understand anything,  bu t  I thought those  b i g  words coming from my 
father were j u s t  marvelous. I thought  my f a t h e r  was j u s t  t h e  smar t e s t  
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th ing  i n  t he  whole wide world. And so he s a i d ,  "You know, John, t h e  day 
w i l l  come, and my c h i l d r e n  and your c h i l d r e n  w i l l  l i v e  t o  s e e  i t ,  when 
Japan w i l l  a t t a c k  America." And John s a i d ,  "Oh, my goodness! What 
would make you t h i n k  such a th ing  a s  t h a t ?  Why, t h a t ' s  impossible! We 
have a good navy. We' re well protected. ' '  Dad sa id ,  " ~ u s t  wait and see .  
You w i l l  f i nd  out  because Japan i s  very ,  very  smart and they would j u s t  
a s  l eave  d i e ,  you know, t o  win t h e i r  v ic tory ."  And he s a i d ,  "We will be 
a t tacked  one day.'' And of course ,  i t  came t o  pass--in 1942, Pear l  
Harbor. 

Q: What i n s i g h t  he had! 

A: Y e s ,  and I t h i n k  back over those  th ings ,  as he  discussed them--there 
were so  many th ings  t h a t  he could seem t o  s e e  i n  t he  fu tu re .  

Q: Did he w e r  t a l k  much about r e l i g i o n  wi th  t h i s  man? 

A: Well, t h a t  was a sub jec t  very  r eve ren t  i n  those  days, Francie .  I 
mean, i t  wasn't t a lked  about o r  discussed f r e e l y  l i k e  i t  is  now. Of 
course,  we just went t o  our  l i t t l e  school ,  t o  church, and so  we r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  know what i t  was t o  go t o  a r e a l  church. I had nwer been i n  a 
r e a l  church. 

Q: Well, t h i s  f r i e n d  of your f a t h e r '  s--was he  the  man t h a t  wanted t o  
send you t o  school? 

A: Yes. Yes. He had s i x  boys and he d i d n ' t  have any g i r l s .  And I had 
t h i c k  yellow h a i r  and i t  would--Mother would j u s t  t ake  her  f i n g e r s  and 
shape i t  i n  c u r l s  a l l  around my head. So he c a l l e d  m e  Goldilocks. And 
so one n i g h t  he asked Mother i f  he could adopt me. He'd l i k e  t o  t ake  me 
home with him and adopt me.  And she s a i d ,  "Oh, my goodness! No!" And 
he s a i d ,  "Well, you've got nine o t h e r  ch i ld ren .  You don ' t  need her and 
I don' t have any g i r l s  a t  a l l  .'I 

Q: How'd you feel about t h a t ?  

A: And, oh I would have gone w i l l i n g l y  beeazuse he t o l d  me I could have 
a piano, and oh, j u s t  a l l  t h e  wonderful t h i n g s  I could have, you 
know, j u s t  anything I wanted I could have. So, of course,  I wasn't  o ld  
enough t o  understand-nothing can take  the  p l ace  of your f a t h e r  and 
mother, but  then when you're l i t t l e  t h a t  way--he'd dangle l o t s  of t h ings  
with money and i t  counts .  But anyway, of course ,  Mother would have c u t  
h e r  arm of f  be fo re  she'd have g iven  up one of he r  chi ldren-- there never 
were enough ch i ld ren .  You know, I mean she j u s t  loved us  a l l .  So i t  
was--I'm no5,sure t h a t  we ever  got  t o  see him again,  I don ' t  t h ink  we 
ever  did. But i t  taught  us  a lesson t h a t  appearances are n o t  always 
what t h y  seem. 

A: was a very  n i c e ,  v e r y  n i c e  man, you know--but i t  was j u s t  
c i rcumstances and cond i t i ons  t h a t  made him look l i k e  t h a t .  And I 
be l iews  i t  was i n  the  s e r v i c e  t h a t  he had go t t en  h i s  scar--from the  
Spanish War o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  he had go t t en  t h a t  s c a r ,  I don' t  
remanbar, 
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Q: Well, d i d  your mother ever  punish you and Nell  f o r  going t o  t h e  woods 
and [not  doing a s  she  s a i d ] ?  

A: No. She s a i d ,  "What have you been doing?" And so ,  of course,  we 
d i d n ' t  e x a c t l y  te l l  a l i t t l e  l i e .  We s a i d ,  "Well we thought we'd j u s t  
go out i n t o  t h e  woods and g e t  some flowers." But, of course,  we wouldn't 
have done i t  otherwise.  But we d id  go g e t  t h e  f lowers ,  so i n  a seme we 
d i d n ' t  t e l l  (laughs) t oo  b ig  of a s to ry .  So Mother s a i d ,  "Well, I don' t 
l i k e  what you d id .  Now you see he was very  uncomfortable. He was 
awful ly  t i r e d .  And you could have g o t t e n  him something cold t o  d r ink ,  
and something t o  e a t  you know--made him comfortable." But then,  w d l  
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be c h i l d r e n ,  you h o w .  

Q: You t o l d  m e  e a r l i e r  about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you took c a r e  of your mother 
p r i o r  t o  h e r  dea th ,  and t h a t  you d i d n ' t  g a t  t o  f i n i s h  high school 
because of this .  Can you tel l  m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  about your f e e l i n g s  about 
tak ing  c a r e  of your mother f o r  s i x  years ,  and also your f e e l i n g s  about 
no t  g e t t i n g  t o  f i n i s h  school? 

A: Well, I ' m  a l i t t l e  ashamed of t h a t  because t h e r e  were t imes t h a t  I 
was very  b i t t e r ,  f o r  I was the only  one i n  t h e  family t h a t  j u s t  
pas s iona te ly  wanted t o  go t o  high school and co l lege .  

Q: What did  you want t o  s tudy i n  co l l ege?  Was it . . . 
A: I loved music, s o  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Oh, I loved music. And I thought 
of medicine. My grandfa ther  was a doc to r  and many of my aun t s  were 
nur ses  [ o r  t eache r s ] .  I don' t know what I would have turned out  t o  have 
been. But I d i d  l i k e  school ,  and I was so fond of music, But, I j u s t  
f i n i shed  grade school when our  mother was taken very s i ck .  And, of 
course,  she w a s  so young. And we supposed t h a t  she  might be s i c k  a year  
o r  so, and then she'd be wel l .  

Q: So you thought t h a t  you'd go back t o  school? 

A: Yes. And in those days you d i d n ' t  put your mother i n  a nursing 
home. You took c a r e  of your family. And since I was t h e  only one a t  
home, and I had two l i t t l e  b ro the r s ,  and an o l d e r  b ro the r ,  and my 
f a t h e r ,  i t  was up t o  me, of course ,  t o  s t a y  home. Well, t h e  years  went 
by and she l i v e d  t o  be--lived s i x  years very  ill. 

Q: How old was she  when she  d ied?  

A: ,F i f ty - th ree .  So young. 

Q: ,Do you know what was wrong with her? 
I 

A: Well, she  had complicat ions.  

Q: Change of l i f e  complications? 

A: Yes. Several t h ings  wrong, And i t  was such a shock t o  us  and as 
t he  years went by, I s o r t  of became adjus ted  t o  i t .  We had a love ly  
home and I learned t o  bake r e a l  bread. ( laughs)  That was r e a l l y  a 
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s p e c i a l t y  wi th  me--was homemade bread. The young man I went w i  th--his 
family were German--and they  were awful ly  good cooks. And one Sunday he 
brought h i s  mother aver  f o r  d inner .  And oh, when she went home she was 
j u s t  amazed a t  t h e  l i g h t  bread I could make. She s a i d  why i t ' s  so 
unusual.  Of course ,  t h a t  made m e  very proud. 

But anyway, then  t h e r e  would be times t h a t  I ' d  d r i f t  back and become a 
l i t t l e  b i t t e r .  But, of course,  i t  kept m e  p r e t t y  busy with t h e  l i t t l e  
boys, and kept them i n  school and everything,  and tak ing  c a r e  of Mother. 
And I s o r t  of f o r g o t  about those th ings .  But, you h o w ,  then  what made 
m e  f e e l  so  bad about it--one morning she c a l l e d  me i n  t he  bedroom, and 
t o l d  m e  t o  s i t  down on t h e  bed and I d i d .  And she s a i d ,  " I ' m  going away 
and I j u s t  wanted t o  t e l l  you how proud I am of you, t h e  way you've 
taken  c a r e  of my l i t t l e  boys." She said, "I have known a l l  along t h a t  I 
wouldn't ge t  w e l l ,  But i t  worried m e  what would happen t o  my l i t t l e  
boys--who would love  them--who would c a r e  f o r  them." And she said, 
"I 've watched you and you've been a r e a l  mother t o  them, and now I ' m  
going away happy because I know they a r e  going t o  be a l l  r i g h t  now." 

Q: I ' m  su re  t h a t  made you f e e l  very . . . 
A: It made m e  f e e l  good i n  a way, bu t  i t  made me feel bad i n  another  
way t o  t h i n k  t h a t  I would have been b i t t e r  a t  having t o  g ive  up my 
school ing ,  because she  couldn ' t  he lp  i t .  She was s i c k .  It wasn't h e r  
f a u l t ,  But, of course ,  by the  t ime she was gone, t h e  l i t t l e  boys and Dad 
needed me, and so then I marr ied,  Dad marr ied,  and J i m  marr ied.  

Q: Do you remember what year you m e t  Grandpa--this German boy t h a t  you 
were da t ing?  

A: Well, yes ,  I suppose so. That would have been i n  1914 I guess, 
because we were married i n  1915. I met him--rather, I saw him a t  b 
Chi ldren ' s  Day Serv ice  a t  t h e  Zion Church. I went wi th  my sister bnd 
h e r  boyfriend on Sunday evening. And he was i n  t h e  c h o i r ,  and I wbs 
s i t t i n g  back wi th  my sister and h e r  [da t e ] .  And he kept  looking at me 
and I kept looking at  him. And he had an awful ly p r e t t y  g i r l  with him. 
She was from Ter re  Haute--Alma something--Alma Abel, I guess  h e r  name 
was. Of course ,  i t  never en tered  my mind t h a t  he would n o t i c e  m e  o r  
l i k e  rae* 

And he had a b e a u t i f u l  b lack  d r i v i n g  horse.  So we s t a r t e d  home from t h e  
services and i t  came up a t e r r i b l e  storm. Oh, t h e  l i gh ten ing  j u s t  
f l a s h a  and the thunder r o l l e d .  The r a i n  came down i n  ga l lons .  Well, 
i n  t h o ~ e  days t h e  buggys had a front--they c a l l e d  them curtains--with 
nap on. There was a p lace  through t h e  f r o n t  where the  l i n e s  would come 
through, So Arthur hur r ied  when i t  s t a r t e d  t o  look bad. He  hur r ied  and 
put  the c u r t a i n s  on. And I was s i t t i n g  on t h e i r  l a p s  d r iv ing .  Well, of 
course,  t he  country was s t r ange  t o  us. We r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  
where we were. 

Q: Wcrw f a r  was t h i s  Zion Church from where your f a t h e r  l ived?  

A: Oh, about e i g h t  miles. And p r e t t y  soon i t  seemed l i k e  the horse  
wanted t o  go one way and I thought he was going wrong, and Arthur kept  
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say ing ,  " ~ u l l  him t o  t h e  l e f t ,  p u l l  him t o  the  l e f t  ." And we d i d ,  bu t  
t he  horse  wanted t o  go t o  t he  r i g h t .  Well, i n  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  of course ,  
we knew why. We were pu l l i ng  him up on the s i d e  of the h i l l .  We = r e  
going down a b ig  h i l l  and we  s l ipped  on t h e  s i d e  and t h e  buggy turned 
aver and, of course ,  t h a t  threw us  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  mud. And the  
s h a f t  broke out  of t h e  buggy and t h e  horse  broke loose ,  and t h a t  drug me 
down the  road i n  t he  mud, and so Arthur  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  horse.  And he was 
g e n t l e  and h e  got  him stopped. 

Well, o u r  c l o t h e s  were j u s t  ruined.  It was [ c l a y ]  mud and Arthur  looked 
up and he saw a buggy coming, and i t  happened t h a t  i t  was Fred and t h i s  
g i r l .  So Arthur  s a i d ,  "Well I don ' t  know who you a r e  but  we're having a 
problem." And Fred s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  I th ink  you're  having more than a 
problem." We s a i d ,  "Do you know where you are?"  And Arthur s a i d ,  "No, 
we don ' t  know where we are?" "We11 ," he s a i d ,  "I do ," and he s a i d ,  "If 
you w i l l  hold my ho r se ,  h e ' s  so wild.  H i s  name i s  Bob ." He said, "If 
you ' l l  hold my horse ,  I ' l l  go back t o  t h e  top  of t h e  h i l l  and ge t  he lp  
f o r  you." 

So he got ou t  and waded through t h e  mud--went back up t o  t he  house, and 
M r .  and M r s .  Henry Berner l i v e d  up the re .  They had [ p u t  ou t  t h e  l igh ts ] - -  
they were ready t o  go t o  bed. And, of course ,  i n  those days i f  
you needed h e l p ,  everybody w a s  ready t o  he lp .  So he re  they came with 
t h e i r  lanterns--her i n  h e r  nightgown pacing down through t h e  mud and she 
s a i d ,  "YOU j u s t  come r i g h t  up t o  t he  house." Took us r i g h t  i n  t h e  
house-mud and a l l .  And I r e a l i z e d  when we got  i n s i d e  I had t h a t  laprobe 
yet--carrying i t  with me, and Ne11 had t h e  buggy whip. We had j u s t  
taken those two th ings  wi th  us. So M r .  Berner s a i d ,  "Now your buggy you 
c a n ' t  use ,  but your horse  is a l l  r i g h t . "  And he s a i d ,  "You j u s t  h i t c h  
i t  up [wi th]  my harness  t o  my buggy and take the  f o l k s  on home." So, 
unknown t o  us ,  Fred thought he would j u s t  follow. So he hur r ied  an? 
took t h e  g i r l  home. He go t  an idea  of where we  were going, then  he5 
hurr ied  up, and he followed us  home, so he knew where we lived. 

Q: Sounds l i k e  he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  you a l ready .  

A: So the next  week I got  a l e t t e r  then from him, and t h a t ' s  how we 
r e a l l y  m e t  and go t  acquainted.  

Q: You say you met i n  1914? How long d id  you go toge ther?  I 
1 

A: Well, we  were married then i n  1915 a f t e r  Mother d ied .  W e  were 
married then, and I stayed t h e r e  and took c a r e  of Dad and t h e  ch i ld ren .  

Q: When a couple wanted to g e t  married i n  those days, d id  you have t o  
do anything s p e c i a l ,  l i k e  g e t  parents1  permission? 

A: Oh, no. Not neceesa r i l y .  No, you d i d n ' t  g e t  s h o t s  o r  blood 
tests--anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: What ceremonies were he ld  before the  wedding day? Like did you have 
an engagement pa r ty?  O r  a shower? 
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A: No. Oh, no. They d i d n ' t  get g i f t s  i n  those days. La te r  on they 
d i d ,  but  a t  t h a t  t i m e  j u s t  your immediate family would--like my s i s t e r s  
would make me p i l lowcases  o r  something of t h a t  s o r t .  Of course ,  l i k e  I 
say, Mother was gone and we  needed j u s t  about everything t o  s t a r t  housekeeping 
with.  So i t - - th ings  were very d i f f e r e n t  back then.  They were no t  
p l e n t i f u l .  

Q: Could you desc r ibe  your wedding day? 

A: ( laughs)  Like, wel l  . . . 
Q: Your wedding d r e s s  o r  . . . 
A: Ny wedding d r e s s  was a suit--a navy b l u e  suit--and a h a t  t o  mat h and 
white g lvoes ,  and my shoes were--at t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s t y l e  was pa ten t  
l e a t h e r  bottom and v e l v e t  top. And i t  was a very p r e t t y  s u i t  and I 1 had 
a s i l k  blouse--it was pa le ,  j u s t  a r e a l  d e l i c a t e  pink, a l a c e  blousk. 

1 

Q: I t h i n k  I've seen a p i c t u r e .  I 

A: You have. In my wedding p i c t u r e  you saw i t .  And s i n c e  my mother 
was gone, my o lde r  s i s t e r  had me come t o  Indianapol i s ,  and she and 
Arthur  were going t o  be witnesses ,  you see. And they had t o  g e t  a 
lawyer t o  s i g n  papers  t h a t  I l i v e d  i n  Indiana. One of u s  had t o  l i v e  i n  
Indiana.  

Q: Oh, I see .  

A: So Ar thur ' s  aunt  had a lawyer, and she c a l l e d  him and he wrote up 
some papers  t h a t  I was l i v i n g  with my s i s t e r  and he r  husband. Of course ,  
I was r i g h t  then  f o r  a few days, bu t  t h a t  was a l l .  But then i t  answered 
t h e  purpose. It went through a l l  right. So then they had t h e i r  
m i n i s t e r  from the  C h r i s t i a n  Church t o  come--and i t  W a s  about 8 p.m. He 
married us  and then  we went out  t o  t h e  park, and i t  was on September 12,  
[19151. 

Oh, how h o t  i t  was! It was despera te .  And Fred ' s  shoes were too m a l l  
and h i s  f e e t  go t  t a  hur t ing .  Nell took t h e  baby with her  i n  a buggy. 
We had t o  push the buggy around. Well, we decided t o  stay f o r  t he  
concer t .  Oh, we waited and waited--came 9 p.m., and no music. Then we 
learned t h a t  i t  had been cance l led .  We had a hard time f ind ing  a s t r e e t c a r  
t o  g e t  backhome. So i t  was r a t h e r  an even t fu l  day. 

Q: Sounds l i k e  I t .  

A: Arthur and Fred exchanged shoes. They changed shoes so he f e l t  a 
* l i t t l e  more comfortable .  (laughs) 

9 :  Well, when did you go back t o  Marshall? 

A: Well, then  we s tayed t h e r e  a day o r  two. And then  we went o f f  t o  
Te r re  Haute t o  some of my cousins ,  and we s tayed there a day o r  two. 
And then we came on over home then. 
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We hadnf t threshed yet--Dad had h i s  th resh ing  t o  do ye t .  It was i n  t he  
r i c k  then. They put  a l l  the wheat bundles i n t o  ricks and a l l ,  so Fred 
and his uncle John would [ t h r e s h  i t ] .  

Q: Was Grandpa i n  the thresh ing  business? 

A: Yes. H e  and h i s  unc le  John owned t h i s  machine. So they came qnd 
d id  t h e  thresh ing  then.  

Q: Can you te l l  me  something about t h e  techniques Grandpa would use i n  
h i s  th resh ing  business? 

A: Well, of course,  they were crude caupared t o  now. 

Q: How long was he i n  t h i s  business? 

A: Oh, q u i t e  a few years .  I don't  remember. O f  course,  he  was doing 
t h a t  when--before we were married and h e  [ s t i l l  was] when t h e  c h i l d r e n  
were--oh, I don' t know, i n  grade school.  

Q: So probably until what, 1930? 

A: Oh, I should say so, yes. 

Q: Well, d id  it change much over t h e  years? 

A: Oh, yes.  You see back then  i t  was a steam engine and a s e p a r a t o r  
and, of course ,  this separa ted  t h e  wheat as t h e  men pitched t h e  bundles 
i n  and i t  went through t h i s  process, and t h e  straw went up i n t o  a p i l e  
and t h e  wheat went i n t o  a wagon--hauled i t  t o  t h e  bins .  

Q: Well, how was i t  d i f f e r e n t  say i n  1930 than  i t  was e a r l i e r ?  

A: Well, by then they were s t a r t i n g  t o  have--well, I don' t  know by 1930 
whether they were s t a r t i n g  t o  have t r a c t o r s  y e t  o r  no t .  Grandpa got  a 
l i t t l e  t i n y  t r a c t o r .  I th ink  Uncle John Nawker had about t he  f i rst  
l i t t l e  Ford t r a c t o r  t h a t  I saw. And then they began g e t t i n g  t h e  b i  d e r s  
[combines] t h a t  you could c u t  your grain with--with t h i s  l i t t l e  t r a  t o r .  

Q: Do you remember what kind of money Grandpa made i n  t h i s  b u s h e s  ? I 
A: How much what? 

Q :  How much money he made? 

A: Oh, my! It was so l i t t l e  I don ' t  t h ink  anybody ever  discussed it. 

Q: During t h e  period when Grandpa w a s  th resh ing  for  a l i v i n g ,  was he 
gone from home very much? 

A: yes. They would go down on the sand p r a i r i e ,  sou th  and th re sh  
wheat, and by t h e  time they  got through with all of that, they 'd go 
n o r t h  up t o  what they c a l l e d  the  grand p r a i r i e  and t h ~ e s h  o a t s  up there. 
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Q: Now i s  t h e  grand p r a i r i e  n o r t h  of Marshall? 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  way up no r th  of P a r i s .  

Q: I s e e .  

A: Yes. Of  course ,  i n  those days i t  looked l ike  they made q u i t e  a 
l i t t l e  b i t ,  but  then by t h e  time they paid f o r  t h e i r  machinery and t h e i r  
he lp ,  t h e r e  wasn't any p r o f i t  l e f t .  

Q: Would he s t a y  i n  t h e  homes of t h e  people t h a t  he would th re sh  f o r ?  

A: [No]. They had a bunk wagon. The crew l i v e d  i n  t h e  bunk wagon, bu t  
they a t e  i n  the  homes. 

Q: So when Grandpa was away, you were i n  charge of t h e  family? 

A: Yes, and course ,  we r a i s e d  our own meat, and had our own cows, and 
we milked, and made b u t t e r ,  and I made bread. And we had chickens, and 
ducks, and geese.  

Q: So you would do t h e  mflking when Grandpa was away? 

A: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  I had t o  do a l l  t h e  feeding and everything,  you 
know, take c a r e  of t h e  garden, t ruck  patch,  and yard. It was hard,  l o t s  
hard work. 

Q: So you r e a l l y  d i d  more o u t s i d e  work then than your mother d id?  

A: Well, Mother d i d n ' t  have t o  because she  had so  much t o  do in s ide .  
And then,  of course ,  Dad had the  boys t o  he lp  him. My dad had the  k ive  
b ig  boys, you know, t o  he lp  him. 

Q: Did you have any land  t h a t  you farmed t h e r e  around the  house? 

A: Yes. There was 80 a c r e s  and so  when he wasn't  [home]--it was j u s t  
during a c e r t a i n  season t h a t  he wauld be away, you know. So he would 
put ou t  a crop. He'd raise t h a t  and then, of course ,  we had our--like I 
say--we r a i s e d  our  meat and th ings  like that. 

Q: Where was t h i s  farm loca ted?  Can you desc r ibe  where i t ' s  loca ted?  

A: Yes, i t 's  j u s t  south of Marshall ,  sqLyth and e a s t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
It's called down by Har r i s  Springs. 

Q: Was i t  i n  Marshall Township? 

A: ,Yes. And the  c h i l d r e n  went t o  school-Dorothy and Evelyn went t o  
schdol a t  what they c a l l e d  Stump School when they were l i t t l e .  

END OF SIDE ONE 



J e s s i e  Ruth G i l b e r t  S a i t e r  67 

Q: Grandma, be fo re  you had your c h i l d r e n ,  d i d  you ever  d i scuss  how many 
ch i ld ren  you wanted? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  think people did i n  those days. 

Q: I wonder i f  you, s i n c e  your mother d ied  a t  an e a r l y  age because of 
change of l i f e  problems, d i d  you ever  think about t h i s ?  

A: No, we d i d n ' t  understand i t .  

Q: So you d i d n ' t  t h ink  anything about . . , 
A: It was j u s t  one of t h e  ways of l i f e .  L ike  I s a i d ,  we were way down 
t h e r e  i n  t he  country,  you know, away from the  c i t y .  We d i d n ' t  know 
about a l l  t h i s  modern . . . 
Q: You d i d n ' t  know anything about b i r t h  c o n t r o l ?  

A: Oh no, they  d i d n ' t  have those  t h i n g s  then.  No. A t  l e a s t  i f  they 
d i d ,  I never  heard t e l l  of them. Oh no, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  were not 
discussed a t  a l l .  It was a s o r t  of a r eve ren t  t h ing ,  you know. I 
mean . . . 
Q: When did you have your f i r s t  ch i ld?  In  what year? 

A: Well, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  just now. She's . . . 
Q: Dorothy in--what 1918? 

A: Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  You knew because t h a t  was when t h e  war was. 

Q: Okay. 

Q: Did you f e e l  a sense of r e l i e f ?  

A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  why Fred didn't--he was supposed t o  go--he and h i s  
b ro the r  Herman--as soon a s  t h e  c rops  were harvested.  And t h e  reasop 

A: Y e s .  

Q: . . . t h a t  they d i d n ' t  have t o  go2 

they d i d n ' t  take him i n  t h e  f a l l  was because h i s  f a t h e r  needed him, 
s ee ,  t o  ha rves t  t h e  crop. And s o  Dorothy was born t h e  f i r s t  day of 
March then,  and then they--but t h e  a r m i s t i c e  was s igned ,  of course,  
when they were t o  go. They were t o  go i n  November and . . . 

A: Yes, i t  f r igh tened  us.  But, of course ,  o t h e r s  a l l  around had gone. 
They had t o  go so i t  would have been r i g h t  t h a t  they should go, you 
know. 

you 

j u s t  

Q: ,Did you know of anyone around Marshall  t h a t  was k i l l e d  i n  World 
War I? 
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A: A t  t h a t  time, no. I don' t remember. 

Q: How d id  the  war a f f e c t  your l i v e s  then? Did i t  a f f e c t  i t  a t  a l l ?  

A: Oh, I ' m  s u r e  i t  must have. 

Q: Did you have t r o u b l e  buying c e r t a i n  i tems? 

A :  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we had a problem then because we r a i s ed  most of 
our  l i v i n g .  But l a t e r  on, by t h e  time Pres ident  Roosevelt came i n t o  
o f f  i c e  was when we began to--they s t a r r e d  having-oh, we used hominy and 
cornmeal a  g r e a t  dea l  i n s t ead  of f l o u r .  You know, we had very  l i t t l e  
f l o u r .  

Q: But you don' t  remember any hardships  dur ing  World War I? 

A: Well, I don ' t  t h ink  we c a l l e d  them hardships ,  
i n  those days people were so  d i f f e r e n t .  

Francie ,  because back ~ 

Q: What you c a l l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ?  

A: Yes. I f  your pres ident  s a id  do without something, you d i d .  I mean, 
you thought t h a t  was r i g h t .  You should do what he s a i d .  But, you know, 
nowadays people want what they want r ega rd l e s s  of whether they f e e l  they 
should have i t  o r  not .  And they want s o  much. And they don ' t  want t o  
work f o r  i t .  You know, if they--oh, cond i t i ons  are j u s t  so d i f f e r e n t  
now. 

Q: So if you did have a hardship  then,  you r e a l l y  were no t  aware of i t ?  

A: No, I th ink  people now would th ink  i t  was very,  very  d i f f i c u l t .  And 
t h e r e  were t imes when we each were issued so many points--they c a l l e d  
it--they were l i t t l e  books. 

Q: Well now, w a s  t h i s  World War I o r  World War II? 

A: No, t h a t  was i n  World War 11, I th ink .  And we had so many 
points--you'd g e t  a pound of sugar  o r  a pound of bacon, t h ings  l i k e  
t h a t .  And s i n c e  I t r i e d  t o  can and m a k e  jelly and th ings ,  I r a r e l y  
ever--= couldn ' t  have a l o t  of t h ings  that you would n a t u r a l l y  th ink  
~ o u ' d  have l i ke  bacon, and cheese,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  that-- just  
what we could raise, you know. 

Q: Well now, when do you renember getting your f i r s t  car? O r  do you 
remember when your f a t h e r  bought h i e  first automobile? 

A: Your mother was j u s t  a l i t t l e  t o t .  I don ' t  remember j u s t  how o ld  
she was, but she  w a s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  t o t .  

Q: Did your dad have a car? 

A: Oh, no. 
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Q: He n w e r  owned one? 

A: Oh, no. No, we  had a  surrey.  

Q: Well, how d id  you get--when you were i n  Ind ianapo l i s  f o r  your 
wedding--how d id  you and Grandpa . . . 
A: On t he  t r a i n .  

Q: Oh, so  you d i d n ' t  have a c a r  then? 

A: Oh, no. No, we came by t r a i n  t o  Ter re  Haute and then from Terre  
J3aut e over home. 

Q: What did you th ink  about t he  f i r s t  c a r  t h a t  you saw? 

A: Well, t h e  f i r s t  c a r  now--that I remember now was M r .  Finkbiner ,  Abe 
Finkbiner  . He c a l l e d  himself a m i l l i o n a i r e ,  because he had a Ford 
automobile--the only one i n  t h e  whole community. 

Q: Did he l i v e  i n  Marshall? 

A: No, down around Zion [Church]. And he did have n i c e  land.  They had 
a n i c e  home, but he was f a r  from being a m i l l i o n a i r e .  But he loved t o  
brag and t h a t ' s  what he would always brag--that 's  what he was, you know. 
But i t  w a s  q u i t e  a th ing  t o  s e e  him r i d i n g  around i n  t h a t  automobile and 
everybody e l s e ,  you know, with  a  buggy and horse.  

Q: Well, you s a i d  i t  was a Ford. Could you desc r ibe  what i t  looked 
l i k e ?  

A: Oh, I t h i n k  everybody'd know what a  Ford looked l i k e  then.  Of 
courae,  i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t .  Now, of course,  i t ' s  enclosed. You r o l l  up t h e  
windows. 

Q: This  was a conver t ib le?  

A: Oh, no. Oh no, f a r  from i t .  No. It was a two s e a t ,  bu t  t h e r e  were 
c u r t a i n s  i n  t h a s e  days t h a t  snapped on-something l i k e  o i l c l o t h .  'Ihey 
were made t o  f i t ,  of course ,  s o  t h a t  i f  you had t o  go out i n  t he  radn o r  
i f  a  storm was coming up or i f  i t  was cold ,  why you could put those  
c u r t a i n s  on and you were p ro t ec t ed ,  as good as you could be. 

Q: Do you remember when the f i r s t  car came out  with a rumble s e a t ?  

A: YeplT1 do remember that. I remember see ing  people r i d i n g  i n  o 
never thought I ' d  l i k e  t o ,  The only t h e  I ever had any experienc 
wi th  [ r i d i n g  i n  t he  open] was your f a t h e r  and mother had a new t r u  
And w e  were going t o  Indlanapol i s  t o  v i s i t  my sister and he r  husba 
And we were going i n  t he  t ruck .  Well, of course,  we couldn ' t  a l l  
t h e  front s e a t  of t h e  truck. So we fixed blankets  i n  the  back and 
[Ev)lyn] and I decided t h a t  we would s i t  back i n  t he  back. And y 
and dad were i n  f r o n t .  
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And so we s t a r t e d  i n  t he  evening. W e  were t o  go over t h e r e  f o r  supper.  
And t h e  moon came o u t ,  We had gone, and gone, and gone, and we were not  
g e t t i n g  there .  And I t r i e d  t o  g e t  t he  fo lks '  a t t e n t i o n  up i n  f r o n t  t o  
t e l l  them t h a t  we were going i n  t h e  wrong d i r e c t i o n .  I could tell by t h e  
moon. And I couldn't--they'd j u s t  laugh. They thought,  you know, i t  was 
kind of funny t h a t  we wanted t o  g e t  up i n  t h e  s e a t  ins tead  of back 
the re .  So they wouldn't pay any a t t e n t i o n .  Well, a f t e r  a time, f i n a l l y  
I d id  g e t  Fred 's  a t t e n t i o n  and so  Evelyn s a i d ,  "Dad, we're going wrong. 
We're going the  wrong d i r ec t ion . "  And he said, "Well, why do you th ink  
so?" And I s a i d ,  "well, look a t  t h e  s t a r s .  Look a t  t h e  moon." So they 
decided I was r i g h t  and they pul led  up t o  a s t a t i o n  and asked. And he 
said, "Well, where were you going?" And your dad s a i d ,  "Well, we =re 
going t o  Indianapolis. ' '  "We11 ," he  s a i d ,  "you're i n  Paris, I l l i n o i s .  
You're going home." 

Q: You were going nor th  . . . 
A: We had gone away out  around, you h o w ,  and came back nor th .  W e  were 
coming home. 

Q: Could you te l l  m e  what year  t h a t  was when you . . . 
A: Well, i t  must have been around i n  1938 but--anyway i t  was g e t t i n g  t o  
be c h i l l y  weather and so  we stayed overnight .  And the  next day i t  
turned awful ly co ld .  

Q: Did you r e t u r n  home t h e  next  day? 

A: Oh, yes. We had to .  W e l l ,  somebody had t o  sit i n  t he  back of t h e  
t r u c k  because we couldn' t all s i t  up i n  f r o n t .  So Fred s a i d ,  W e l l ,  
he'd sit back t h e r e  with me." Well, my s i s te r - - she  got  u s  some old 
c o a t s ,  and comforts,  and bricks, and they heated the bricks real hot .  
And put straw i n  the back of t h e  t ruck  and put blankets  on i t .  And we 
g o t  up r i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  back of t h e  t ruck ,  you know, and wrapped up 
j u s t  as good as we could t o  t r y  t o  s t a y  warm. 

Well, your f o l k s  always had t roub le  wi th  t h a t  new truck.  They could go 
j u s t  about f r m  one s t a t i o n  t o  another ,  and they had t o  s top  and f i l l  i t  
wi th  water. The water'd l eak  out .  Well, it j u s t  took us f o r  an 
e t e r n i t y  t o  get  home. 

Q: Was i t  a Chwro le t ?  

A: Y e s ,  And we stopped, and we s topped,  and we stopped. But f i n a l l y  
w e  d id  g e t  home. And t ha t  was my only experience with r i d i n g  i n  the  
back of a t ruck.  I d i d n ' t  want any more of i t .  

I 

Q: Let's d i s c u s s  a l i t t l e  b i t  about what you raised on the  farm wi$h 
Grandpa. You say you had e igh ty  a c r e s ,  

A: Well, i t  wasn't h i s ,  i t  was  randp pa's--but he farmed i t .  
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Q: His f a t h e r ' s ,  wasn't i t ?  

A: yes, i t  was h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l and .  Well, he had some i n  corn. W e  had 
c a t t l e ,  There was pas ture .  And we  had hogs. I don' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  Fred 
ever t r i e d  t o  raise anything except corn. I don' t  ranember t h a t  he  eve r  
d id .  

Q: Do you ranember about how many bushels  he m u l d  make t o  the  acre?  

A: Not then l i k e  they do now, no. If they  got  s i x t y  bushe ls ,  they did 
r e a l  w e l l .  

Q: And how d i d  he ha rves t  t h i s  corn? 

A: Well, you had to shuck i t  by hand. 

Q: Could you descr ibe  t h i s  technique? 

A: I su re  could, f o r  I ' v e  done a l o t  of it .  Oh yes, you t ake  a wagon 
wi th  a team. Go down through t h e  raws and--they had what they c a l l e d  
bang boards--that was boards up on one s i d e  so  t h a t  t h e  corn wouldn't, 
a s  you threw i t ,  i t  wouldn't go over .  And you had t o  shuck i t  by hand. 
Some people used the pegs--shucking peg they  c a l l e d  i t .  You put i t  on 
your r ight  hand and you grab t h a t  e a r  corn,  and you grab t h a t  w i th  the 
hook and p u l l  t h e  shucks down, You give i t  a twist and throw i t  up i n  
t h e  wagon, you know, and go on t o  the next e a r .  And the h o r s e s  were 
trained. They would just, you mention " g i t  up" you know, and away 
they'd go. 

Q: How many a c r e s  could you do i n  a day? 
I 

A: Not too  many. It was slow work. Now, some of t h e  young men goC so  
they could go up on the  prairie and make q u i t e  n ice  money a t  t h a t  t h e  
shucking corn. And t h e r e  were a very, very f e w  t h a t  go t  so  they could 
shuck a hundred bushels  a day by going out  real e a r l y ,  you know, and 
then i f  they d i d n ' t  have t o  haul  too f a r ,  they could g e t  a hundred 
bushe ls  a day. Now I don' t  ranember, they just go t  a few c e n t s  a 
bushel.  But, of cau r se ,  a d o l l a r  i n  those  days meant more than t en  p r  
f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  would now. I 
Q: Did you feed a l l  of this corn t o  t he  l i ves tock?  I 

A: Yes, most of i t .  Y e s .  

Q: And you d i d  s e l l  some, though? 

A: We1 1, I don' t r e c a l l  t h a t  we' d ever had very much t o  s e l l  because 
t h e r e  was pas tu re  and we d i d n ' t  have ve ry  much corn.  

Q: Was the farm machinery t h a t  you and Grandpa had when you were 
farming very much d i f f e r e n t  than what your dad had? 

A: Oh, it had h p r w e d  some, of course,  because back then th ings  were 
r e a l l y  rather crude,  you know. But, I t h i n k  t h e  change came a f t e r  the 
war. 
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Q: You mean World War II? 

A: Yes. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  people began to--science and everything--they 
began t o  make th fnge  much e a s i e r  f o r  living. And, of course ,  now Fred 
d i d n ' t  g e t  to  see t he se  big b inders  [combines]. I don' t  know what 
he--he would be so  exc i ted  if he could g e t  on one of those b ig  binders 
with  your b ro the r .  

Q: Now he died i n  19501 

A: Yes. 

Q: So he d i d n ' t  see . . . 
A: J u l y  13, 1950. And t h a t  hasn't been so  long ago, You see how 
th ings  have changed? Your b ro the r  got a new binder  and picker--coqn 
picker--the o t h e r  day,  a couple of weeks ago, $72,000. 

Q: And what would something l i k e  t h a t  c o s t  when you and Grandpa w&e 

A: Oh, wel l ,  of course ,  they couldn ' t  be bought. They weren't  made 
even i n  those days. 

Q: But I mean a similar type th ing  t h a t  would do s i m i l a r  type work? 

A: Oh, i f  I r e c a l l ,  when they bought t h e i r  threshing o u t f i t ,  they gave 
something l i k e  $2,000 f o r  i t--for t h e i r  whole thresh ing  machine. 

Q: I see .  

A: So i t  was very d i f f e r e n t ,  but oh, when Fred farmed, he did have a 
two row c u l t i v a t o r .  It had a seat on it .  You could r i d e  it. While my 
f a t h e r ,  h i s  was a l l  walking. That was an improvement. But then,  
look a t  what your b ro the r  has now and your f a t h e r .  

Q: Oh, in some cases they don' t  wen c u l t i v a t e  a t  a l l ,  anymore. 

those  huge tractors. Oh, of course,  t h ings  l i k e  t h a t  j u s t  were n o t ,  
they were not men thought of i n  those  days. 

Q: No. I know you had a second c h i l d  a f t e r  my mother was born,  about 
seven years a f t e r .  And then  two years  a f t e r  that you had a son. Could 
you te l l  m e  something about your son? 

A: Well, he was s t i l l b o r n  and they  s a i d  t h a t  he looked a l o t  l i k e  
Welyrt did .  I d i d n ' t  see. 

A: Yes. I had spasms and I was r e a l  bad. I never even saw him, so I 
don' t  bow.  But they s a i d  he was a n i c e  b i g  baby and would have looked 
j u s t  lib her .  
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Q: Did you have your c h i l d r e n  a t  home? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you have a midwife? 

A: No, a doctor .  

Q: And t h e  doc to r  l i v e d  i n  Marshall? 

A: Yes. That was t h e  way th ings  wer e done i n  those  days.  (laughs) 

Q: Could you te l l  m e  something about education when my mother s t a r t e d  
t o  school? Had i t  changed ve ry  much? You s a i d  they went t o  Stump 
School ? 

A: Yea, s h e  walked a m i l e .  And, of course,  i t  was heated the  same way 
i t  was when I went t o  school.  

Q: Was i t  a l a r g e  roan? 

A: Y e s .  And then l a t e r  they d id  g e t  b e t t e r  hea t ing  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e ,  
and they  d id  g e t  b e t t e r  l i g h t i n g  as they grew o lder  than what I had when 
I was a l i t t l e  g i r l .  But, of course,  then  when they were just, I t h i n k ,  
in t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  grade,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  school was closed and 
they were taken i n t o  Marshall  a t  South Side School. A t  t h e  c i t y  school .  

Q: Now, was t h i s  still a one room school o r  . . . 
A: No. They had more than  one room and they taught--they had a 
p r i n c i p a l  and d i f f e r e n t  t eache r s ,  you know, taught  d i f f e r e n t  grades. 
And then  i t  was--we had moved t o  Marshall  by t h a t  time. We were j 
ac ros s  from t h e  South Side School. And then  Dorothy went t o  high 
and . . . 

I 
Q: Well, when Mom was i n  grade school ,  d i d  she s tudy t h e  same type, of 
t h ings  t h a t  you d i d  when you were i n  grade school? 

A: Oh, no. No, no. It was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  I j u s t  don ' t  r e c a l l .  It 
was--they were beginning t o  have t h i n g s  more modern. 

Q: Like did she  s t i l l - - t h e  emphasis was s t i l l  on reading, and w r i t i n g ,  
and a r i t hme t i c?  

A: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes. Very much lib that.  

A: Now you t a lked  about s p e l l i n g  bees, Dad Mom ever  p a r t i c i p a t e  
s p e l l i n g  bee? V a  

A: I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  they had many of those th ings .  However, I th ink  
everyone was very  proud of making good grades.  It was important ,  very  
important to  have an educat ion.  
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Q: Now you mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had a garden. Did you raise t h e  
same type of t h ings  t h a t  your mother had before  you? 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. 

Q: And did you bury your vege tab les?  

A: No. That I never d i d .  No. You see ,  Fred would be gone a t  t h a t  
time of year  and i t  would have been too hard f o r  me t o  do. And then,  of 
course,  we l i v e d  j u s t  a mi le  south of Marshall .  And t h e r e  were s t o r e s  
then where you could begin t o  g e t  cabbage and d i f f e r e n t  th ings ,  you 
know, i n  t h e  wintertime. You'd go t o  t h e  store. 

Q: Did you can very  many th ings?  

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: You did have t h e  glass cans? 

A: Oh, yes.  By t h a t  t ime we were processing food. We could coldpaek 
green beans, l ima beans, tomatoes, and corn. And we'd s p i c e  peaches and 
pears and crabapples .  And, oh, make presentes  and j e l l i e s .  Of course ,  
t h a t  seems l i k e  you wouldn't u se  a l l  t h a t  food bu t ,  you see, you d i d n ' t  
go t o  the  s t o r e  [very  much]. You used what you had at home. 

Q: Now you mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your mother would obta in  items from 
a huckster.  Did you have a hucks te r  t h a t  came around when you and 
Grandpa were married? 

A: Yes. For awhile,  just when your mother was l i t t l e .  And then when 
we moved up toward town--like I s a i d ,  a mi l e  out  of town--then we neber 
had a hucks ter  up the re .  

Q: Would Grandpa go out and ga the r  wild honey and nuts?  

A: No. I never knew him--I t h ink  he d id  as a boy at home, I heard him 
t e l l  how they used t o  do t h a t  as a boy a t  home. But a f t e r  we were 
married,  he was busy, you know, with Uncle John. They had t h e  threshing 
machine and the shredder ,  and then Uncle John bought a rock crusher.  
And t h e r e  was a b i g  l i m e  quarry down on Mrs. Geise r t ' s .  

Q: How far  was t h i s  from where you l i ved?  

A: Oh, pos s ib ly  a mi le  or  maybe not  that  far.  And they began crushing  
rock and l imestone.  And t h e  supe rv i so r ,  the road superv isor ,  would buy 
t h a t .  And they s t a r t e d  bu i ld ing  good roads. That's when t h e  roads  
began t o  improve. 

Q: So t h i s  was probably around what, 1920, e a r l y  19201 

A: Well, i t  was when the  ch i ld ren  were small.  

Q: Did the farmers ever  cane t o  t h i s  rock quarry and buy t h i s  l imes tone  
f o r  t h e i r  farms? 



Jessie Ruth G i l b e r t  S a i t e r  75 

A: Yes. Yes, t h a t t  s when they began l ea rn ing  t h a t  the s o i l  needed 
lime. And, of course,  i t ' s  a common th ing  now. Your b ro the r  buys i t  
every spr ing .  Itt s put  on t h e i r  ground, you know. 

Q: Well, d i d  they have s p e c i a l  wagons t h a t  they'd haul  this i n  o r  who 
would spread i t  over t h e  land? 

A: Yes, i n  a way, o r  you could j u s t  use your r egu la r  wagons on t h e  farm 
i f  you wanted t o .  But now, of course ,  i t ' s  SO commercialized t h a t  they  
have huge t rucks  t o  haul  i t .  

Q: Right,  r i g h t .  

A: They make a bus iness  of i t .  

Q: But, do you remember how much they'd sell each year? 

A: Well, I know Mrs. Ge i se r t  s a id  cha t  she  made a small  fo r tune  
of f  of h e r  rock quarry.  

Q: So t h a t ' s  how she  made he r  for tune? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Oh, I thought i t  was i n  farm land.  

A: Oh, my land ,  no, no. They j u s t  dug way back i n  and took out  what 
was t h e  purest--they said i t  was t he  pu res t  l imestone i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

Q: Now, how is Mrs. Geisert r e l a t e d  to Grandpa? 

A: She's h i s  f a t h e r ' s  [ n i e c e ] .  

Q: I see .  Did you have family reunions a t  t h i s  time? Like with t h e  
S a i t e r s  o r  t h e  Gi lbe r t s ?  

A: Back when we were l i t t l e ?  

Q: No. 

A: Or a f t e r  we *re married? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Oh, yes.  Yes, t h e  Schroeders and the  S a i t e r e  and Hawkers would g e t  
together. I remember t h e  year they were a t  our house when--well, I 
don ' t  th ink  we had Evelyn. I think there was j u s t  your mother. And we 
had 92 there .  But we had a b ig  f r o n t  yard,  you know, and a b ig  oak t r e e  
out  i n  f r o n t ,  and they spread t a b l e s  out  there. And then they had i c e  
cream i n  great b ig  con ta ine r s .  Uncle John looked a f t e r  t h a t .  And, oh, 
cakes--just cakes and cakes.  And my, t h e  food. 
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Q: I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  now how t h e  Depreseion a f f ec t ed  you and y m r  
family. O r  people around the  Marshall a r e a .  

A: I t h i n k  i t  a f f ec t ed  everybody. And I would say wi th  us  I know t h a t  
one f a l l  Fred had M r .  Knowles buy some cattle. And he was an auc t ioneer .  
And Fred had him t o  buy a bunch of young cattle from out west. Thpy 
would send them here on t h e  t r a i n  and thea  he'd put  them out  on t h e  
p a s t u r e ,  and feed them a l l  w in te r ,  and i n  the  spr ing  you could make a 
p r o f i t .  But that f a l l  he had t o  g ive  f i v e  c e n t s  a pound. Imagine now! 
And sometimes they're up t o  as much as seventy c e n t s  a pound now. But 
he gave f i v e  c e n t s  a pound and when sp r ing  came, they were so ld  f o r  t h e  
price he could g e t ,  h e  took t h r e e  cents. So he a c t u a l l y  used up a l l  of 
his corn,  feed,  and every th ing ,  and made nothing a t  all. 

We1 1, then  t ha t  same spr ing  I bought my baby chicks through commerical 
people,  you know. You could write and they would s h i p  them t o  you by 
t r a i n  and then you'd go pick them up. A hundred o r  how many hundred 
you'd want, you know, t o  put i n  your brooder house, In  t h a t  year I 
remember 1 got  t h r e e  hundred, and I gave s i x  c e n t s  a ch ick  f o r  t h e  baby 
chicks.  And I fed them a l l  summer, you know, took c a r e  of them. And i n  
t he  f a l l ,  I took three c e n t s  f o r  them. So i t  was r a t h e r  discouraging.  
I can remember so well  t h a t  win ter ,  I wouldn't go t o  church because I 
d i d n ' t  have a penny t o  give, and I was t oo  proud t o  go t o  church and no t  
g ive .  

Q: Now, did  you attend- t h e  Zion Church a t  this time? 

A: No. Af te r  we moved up c l o s e  t o  Marshal l ,  we s t a r t e d  going t o  t h e  
Methodist Church i n  Marshal l .  Many of Fred 's  f a i l y  were already going 
t h e r e .  

Q: So can you remember how t h e  Depression a f f e c t e d  you i n  any other  
way? 

A: Well, i t  =s j u s t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  go through, t h a t ' s  a l l .  P r i ce s ,  you 
know. I mean, you j u s t  cau ldn ' t  g e t  a good p r i c e  f o r  anything. 

Q: Do you remember how you heard about the  crash? The 1929 crash? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  t h ink  we f u l l y  understood back then  l i k e  we do now. 

Q: Did you have a r ad io  t h a t  you could hear what was going on? I 
A: No. No. We d i d  g e t  one l a t e r  on when Fred began t o  haul gas f4 
M r .  Goble i n  town. M r .  Gable gave him a n i c e  l i t t l e  r ad io ,  And i t  was 
on i t  t h a t  I l i s t e n e d ,  you know, about t h e  war and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: I see, So then, you d i d  have a newspaper t h a t  you would ge t  at the 
house? 

A: Yes, yes. Well, not then we d i d n ' t .  We were very poor. Fred ' 
didnV.t  make very much. H e  had a r t h r i t i s  and some of the  days he 
couldn't work a t  a l l .  

Q: I see. 
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A: Y e s .  

Q: Do you remember when you first received a telephone? 

A: Well, I don ' t  remember. 'I t h i n k  i t  was when we moved t o  t h e  no r th  
end. I don' t  th ink  we had a telephone when we were i n  t he  south  end of 
Marshall .  When we went up on Michigan Avenue, then we d id  have a telephone. 
[We did have a phone i n  1934 &en we l i ved  i n  t h e  south end of 
Marshal 1.1 

Q: You mentioned the  Methodist Church i n  Marshal l .  Were they ve ry  
s t r i c t ,  doctrinally then? 

A: More so than  now. Yes, they were. Of course ,  a l l  t he  churches 
r e a l l y  were. Down a t  t h e  German Church, they were extremely s t r i c t .  
And the  B a p t i s t  Church. They were, too .  

Q: But t h e  Methodists weren't  as s t r i c t ?  

A: Not as s t r i c t  as they were. 

Q: Did you have r e v i v a l s  then? 

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: Now this was  at? In  t h e  l a t e  1920's and 1930'sl  

A: Yes. 

Q: You mentioned t h a t  you moved t o  Marshall  i n  t he  1930's.  What wps 
Grandpa's occupation when you l i ved  i n  Marshall? 

A: Well, he worked f o r  t h e  c i t y  some and then he go t  t he  job d r i v i n g  
t h e  gas [ t r u c k ]  f o r  t h e  Diamond DX people. 

Q: Now he  would d e l i v e r  t o  farmers? 

A: Yes. Clear across t h e  r i v e r .  He'd go down, go ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  
i n t o  Indiana and a l l  around. You know, he'd be gone from day l igh t  till 
many times late a t  n i g h t  i f  i t  was i n  farming time. 

Q: Now t h i s  was t h e  Wabash River? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where did he c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r ?  

A: Down a t  Darwin on t h e  f e r r y .  The old f e r r y .  

Q: Could you describe t h e  Darwin Ferry t o  me? 

A: Yes. It 's gone now, but i t  w a s  a th ing  made of boards,   he Darwin 
Ferry i s  s t i l l  i n  ex i s t ence . ]  And had chains,  g r e a t  b ig  cha ins  on each 
s i d e ,  and a motor would p u l l  i t  from s i d e  t o  s i d e .  And when you would 
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be  on one s i d e  of the river and want t o  go ac ros s  wi th  a load ,  he  would 
come ac ros s  and drop an  anchor,  you know, so t h a t  i t  would s tand  sti l l .  
And you d r i v e  on and then  he'd lock  your t ruck  o r  whatever you were i n .  
He'd lock  t h a t  so i t  couldn ' t  s l i d e  o f f .  Then he'd start t h e  motor and 
i t  would p u l l  you a c r o s s  t o  t he  o t h e r  s i d e .  Then you would go on and 
d r i v e  o f f .  And then when you'd come back and want t o  come across, then  
he'd come from the  o t h e r  way. 

Q: I see. 

A: I don ' t  remember what i t  c o s t .  It seems t o  me l i k e  i t  was something 
l i k e  a dollar--a d o l l a r  a t r i p  across--but I'm no t  q u i t e  su re  what i t  
was. [The cu r ren t  charge i s  $2 .] 

Q: When Grandpa would come through Darwin coming back home, would he 
ever  s t o p  and buy some f i s h ?  I know t h e r e  are fishermen t h a t  l i v e d  
around Darwin a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A: Yes. But I t h i n k  mostly--I t h i n k  we did g e t  some f i s h  down t h  
but  I t h i n k  most ly we'd j u s t  go f i s h i n g ,  you know. I don' t  t h i n k  Ze' 
bought a l l  t h a t  much f i s h .  And then back i n  those days, you could buy a 
whole keg a t  the store, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the winter .  In spring you could 
buy a whole keg of salt f i s h .  And w e  l i k e d  those a t  t h a t  time. Of 
course  you had t o  soak them o u t ,  you know, t o  g e t  t h e  s a l t  o u t ,  but  they  
were r e a l l y  good. 

Q: Do you remember what kind they were? 

A: I don ' t  know. They w e r e  s m a l l  f i s h .  But you c a n ' t  get those  th ings  
now. 

Q: When you moved t o  Marshall  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  could  you give m e  your 
impression of Marshall? Has i t  changed ve ry  much? 

A: Oh my, yes.  ( laughs)  

Q: Could you te l l  m e  something about how i t  was laid au t  then? 1 
A: Well, of course, i t ' s  much l a r g e r  now. There a r e  more s t o r e s .  It's 
more modern. I 
Q: Was the  parking very much d i f f e r e n t  then than it is  now? 

A: Well, yes.  In a way. Back when I was going with Fred, they  had 
what they c a l l e d  [ l i v e r y ]  s t a b l e s .  O f  course, everybody drove horses .  
And you would go i n t o  town and I th ink  there were t h r e e  of those  s t a b l e s  
in Marshall .  And which ever you chose to  go to ,  you would d r i v e  i n ,  and 
they wquld t ake  your horse and r i g .  And then, however long you were 
going t o  be t h e r e ,  they would take care of i t  u n t i l  you came back f o r  
it. And, of course ,  you always had t o  pay something' for taking c a r e  of 
i t .  
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Q: Do you know how much they charged you f o r  t h i s  service? 

A: I j u s t  c a n ' t  seem t o  remember. It was s o  l i t t l e ,  though--like a 
q u a r t e r ,  f i f t y  c e n t s  o r  something l i k e  tha t ,  Of course,  i t ' d  depend on 
how long you kept  i t  t h e r e .  

Q: When you were l i v i n g  i n  Marshal l ,  d i d  you r a i s e  a garden a t  that 
t b e ?  

A: Oh, yes.  We had a n i c e  garden. 

Q: Did you r a i s e  t h e  same type of th ings?  

A: More o r  less, Yes. We had s t r awber r i e s ,  asparagus, g rapes ,  and 
r a s p b e r r i e s .  

Q: D i d  you have chickens? 

A: Yes, for a time we had a dozen hens, We couldn' t have many, you 
know, we d i d n ' t  have t h e  space.  

Q: Now could you desc r ibe  t h i s  house t h a t  you l i ved  i n  i n  Marshall 
ac ros s  from t h e  school? 

A: Across from the  school on t h e  south  side? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Yes. John and I r ene  S a i t e r  own i t  now. I r e n e  s t i l l  l i v e s  t h e r e .  
It had s i x  rooms. It rambled around, you know, s o r t  of a l l  on one 
[ f l o o r ] .  And i t  did have e l e c t r i c i t y ,  bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  have any running 
water. We had a pump outs ide .  We pumped our  water. But, of course,  
now it's s t r i c t l y  modern. 

Q: Could you tell m e  i f  you had any labor-saving devices  then t h a t  you 
d idn ' t  have on t h e  farm? 

A: Oh, i n  a way, yes. It was much n i c e r  i n  a way because we had 
e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  and the water was r i g h t  t h e r e  and, of course ,  t h e  
hea t ing  was with a stwe a t  first .  Now, of course,  t h e y ' r e  us ing  
furnaces,  but we d i d n ' t  have any. 

Q: Can you desc r ibe  your k i tchen  s tove? 

A: Range--I had d range. It had a top on i t .  I th ink  I described 
t h a t  as one s o r t  of l i k e  wle had back down on the farm. 

Q: Yea, you d i d .  

A t  ,Yes. I t h i n k  I descr ibed  t h a t .  But now I had a pantry where we 
would keep th ings  i n ,  

Q: NOW when you moved t o  t h e  house a t  t h e  n o r t h  par t  of Marshal l ,  could  
you dep~ribe t h i s  house? 
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A: Y e s .  I thought  it was so n ice .  I always l i ked  i t  up the re .  That 's  
when you and Jim were r e a l  l i t t l e .  And you s tayed with us  so  much. 

Q: Yes. Did you have the  same kind of cooking s tove  then t h a t  you had 
i n  t h e  south end? 

A: Yes, And then I had a l i t t l e  kerosene range. It was so handy and I 
had t h a t  on t h e  back porch. I had a b i g  long back porch enclosed with 
sc reen ,  you know. And that's  where we a t e  i n  the  summertime. There was 
a b ig  maple tree which stood t h e r e  and i t  shaded i t  so  n i ce .  And w e  had 
a t a b l e  out  t he re .  

Q: Did you have any o t h e r  type of employment? 

A: Oh, I used t o  sew f o r  people. I ' d  babys i t .  And, of course . . . 
Q: You did a l l  t h i s  during your years i n  Marshall? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Could you te l l  me why you had t h e m  joba? 

A: Well, Fred made s o  l i t t l e ,  you see. He just made $15 a week. Can 
you imagine! 

Q: Is t h a t  what he was making i n  1950 when he d ied?  

A: No, he was making $30. He  had f o r  two years .  

Q: So then you had . . , 
A: We ra i sed  two g i r l s ,  and s e n t  them t o  h igh  school on $15 a week. 

Q: So t he se  jobs t h a t  you had helped t o  put your daughters  through 
school? 

A: Oh, yes .  And, of course,  my sewing you know, made a l l  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  
and everything.  And then ,  babys i t t i ng  a t  n igh t  helped out because we 
had our  phone t o  pay f o r .  

Q: Da you ranember how much i t  c o s t  t o  have a telephone then? 

A: I don't know. I don ' t  r e a l l y  know. 

Q: Well, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you did not  g e t  t o  f i n i s h  high school--did t h a t  
a f f e c t  your a t t i t u d e  about what you wanted your c h i l d r e n  t o  do? 

A: Oh, y e s ,  I was determined t h a t  my c h i l d r e n  should have what I 
d i d n ' t ,  And I saw t h a t  they  d i d  ge t  t o  go t o  high school.  And n o t  only 
t h a t ,  but I saw t h a t  they g o t  music. I d id  i roning ,  and I would s tand  
and do i ron ings  so  t h a t  your mother could t ake  piano l essons .  I had t o  
i r o n  four hours t o  give h e r  one hour of music, 
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Q: I see. So you were r e a l l y  determined t h a t  they would enjoy these  . . . 
A: I was determined they should have i t .  And I ' m  g lad  I d id  because 
your mother did r e a l  w e l l  on the  v i o l i n ,  and then,  of course,  now she  
has  he r  piano. And she  i s  enjoying i t .  And then  Evelyn wanted a 
c l a r i n e t .  So, of course,  I couldn ' t  do i ron ings  then because t h e  m n  
came from Terre  Haute, you know, f o r  [ h e r  l e s sons ] .  I would do sewing 
f o r  people and I ' d  have t o  pay f o r  he r  l e s sons ,  you know, l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: How d i d  Grandpa f e e l  about your doing t h e s e  o t h e r  jobs? 

A: Well, h e  was never a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  high school.  He d i d n ' t  go t o  
high school and he  wasn't r e a l l y  much enthused about t h e  g i r l s  g o i q .  
That was the  one d i f f e r e n c e  I would say between the  S a i t e r s  and Gi lbe r t s .  
Grandpa was a doc tor  and most a l l  my aun t s  were e i t h e r  nurses  o r  t eache r s .  
And Dad's two s i s t e r s  were t eachers .  My dad was a teacher .  And it 
seemed l i k e  t o  us  t h a t  an  educat ion was very  important.  But t o  them, 
i t  was j u s t  a convenience, more o r  less, you know. 

Q: Would you say  that the G i l b e r t s  were more ambitious than t h e  S a i t e r s ?  

A: I t h i n k  so. 

Q: Did t h i s  eve r  bother  you when you were married t o  Grandpa? 

A: Yes, q u i t e  a b i t ,  because we had many oppor tun i t i e s  t h a t  we could 
have taken advantage o f ,  bu t  . . . 
Q: You mean job oppor tun i t i e s?  

A: 'Yes. 

Q: But the  f a c t  t h a t  you did sewing for people and washings f o r  people 
d i d n ' t  bo ther  Grandpa? The f a c t  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  was out  working. 

A: Oh, no. Oh, no. 

Q: Now Grandpa died i n  1950. Did you work i n  Marshall  any a f t e r  he 
died? 

A: No. There was no place t o  work. 

Q: So, what d id  you do t o  pay your b i l l s ?  

A: W d l ,  of course ,  I had such a b ig  garden. H e  d ied  i n  J u l y  and my 
garden was almost matured, s o  I f in i shed  t h a t  up. There was no way, t h e  
way our home w a s  so open, that I could g e t  roomers and make a l i v i n g  
t h a t  way. 

So my daughter  Evelyn lived i n  Maywood and they had j u s t  been marr ied,  
And she wanted m e  t o  come up t h e r e ,  and she  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  me work, 
And than I ' d  be c l o s e  where they could,  you know, s o r t  of look a f t e r  me.  
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Your mother and f a t h e r  had married and you were both l i t t l e ,  you and 
Jim, and they were i n  debt  f o r  t h e i r  farm. And they had a l l  t he  s t r u g g l e  
they could do, you know, j u s t  t ak ing  c a r e  of you c h i l d r e n  [and t h e  
farm]. And, of course,  t h a t  was one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  j u s t  broke my 
h e a r t ,  was going away t o  leave  you because you were my f i r s t  g randchi ldren .  
I d e a r l y  loved you and, of course,  we would have you [ a t  our house] two 
and t h r e e  weeks a t  a time. In f a c t  you were at our  house when dad died 
o r  would have been, but t h a t  evening f o r  some reason your dad c a l l e d  and 
said t h a t  you must cane home. And I remember J i m  c r i e d .  He d i d n ' t  want 
t o  go home. We wanted t o  go with Grandpa on t h e  t ruck ,  you know. But 
your dad said he must come home. So we took you home. And, of course ,  
i t  was f o r t u n a t e  because t h e  next  evening i s  when he died i n  t h e  car on 
t h e  way home. 

Q: So how did  you f e e l  leav ing  Marshall  f o r  the  f i r s t  time? 

A: Frightened. I guess  f r igh tened  t o  dea th  because--like some would go 
back t a  where I needed t h e  educat ion,  you see.  1 ' m  very ashamed that I 
would g e t  b i t t e r  because i t  w a s  n o t  m y  mother 's f a u l t .  But on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, had I had an educat ion,  I could  have found employment, you l a o w .  
And i t  would have been much e a s i e r .  But fo r tuna te ly ,  I had an i n s t i n c t  
f o r  nursing and I ' d  done q u i t e  a b i t  of i t ,  because having cared f o r  
Mother, and then  my own ch i ld ren ,  and a neighbor lady ,  who died of 
cancer . . , I had q u i t e  a b i t  of experience along t h a t  l i n e .  

and 
e 

So when he d ied ,  I went t o  f a c t o r i e s  and th ings  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  work, 
I was 55. I was too  o ld .  Well, of course ,  I couldn ' t  go i n  an  o f f i c  
because I d i d n ' t  have any educat ion.  Well, Evelyn s a i d ,  "To come up 
he re  and I ' m  s u r e  w e ' l l  f i n d  something." And they l i v e d  i n  Mrs. Hash's 
basement apartment and Mrs. Haske s a i d  she  wanted m e  t o  come and s t a y  
wi th  her .  Which I d id .  

And so your mother g o t  a man with a t ruck  and w e  took a bedroom o u u f i t  
up f o r  Evelyn because they d i d n ' t  have anything,  you know, l i k e  t h a t  a t  
a l l .  And I took food up f o r  them and Mrs. Haske. So I had only been 
t h e r e ,  j u s t  about a week o r  so. I d id  some sewing f o r  he r ,  and Evelyn 
took m e  down t o  the  employment o f f i c e ,  

And I got  work making s a l a d s  i n  a p r i v a t e  tearoom, c a l l e d  t h e  Cottqge 
Tearoan, i n  Oak Park. And t h a t  was awful ly n i ce .  The people were 
lovely.  I learned a l o t  of l e s sons  the re .  I learned t h a t  many, many 
people besides m e  had gone through the  same experiences--had had t h e i r  
own t roub le s  and everything.  But they were very  sympathetic.  And then 
when I was t h e r e  about three o r  f o u r  days,  why I came home and Mrs. 
Haske aa id ,  "A lady was here wanting you t o  come and rake c a r e  of her  
mother,'' and, of course ,  t h a t  i s  what I r e a l l y  wanted t o  do, w a s  nu r s ing ,  
And so I aa id ,  "well, I wouldn't go u n t i l  t h i s  lady had found somebody 
t o  r e p l a c e  me," because t h a t  wouldn' t be r i g h t .  So when I t o l d  them 
they s a i d  t h a t  they would try t o  g e t  someone. I was going t o  ge t  $10 a 
week more, p lus  1 wouldn't have t o  be out i n  the  weather.  It would be a 
p r i v a t e  home, you see.  1 'd  be i n  a p r i v a t e  home. And so ,  t h e  next  
Sunday, why she  found someone t o  take my p l ace .  

END OF TAPE THREE 
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Q: Grandma, we were t a l k i n g  about t he  employment you found i n  Oak Park. 
Could you cont inue t h i s  d i scuss ion?  

A: Yes. So t h e  lady came t o  s e e  me  t h e  next  morning before  I went t o  
work and she s a i d ,  "Oh, I know my mother w i l l  like you and I want p u  
t o  come." She t o l d  m e  what I would do and g e t ,  and so  I t o l d  the  lady  
a t  t h e  .tearoom i f  they could f i n d  somebody, I would l i k e  t o  t ake  the 
p lace ,  Because the  win ters  were awful ly bad i n  Chicago, and of courrse, 
I wasn't used t o  being out  i n  t r a f f i c  and changing buses.  You would go 
i n  Eraan Oak Park, and Maywood, and d i f f e r e n t  suburbs,  you know, and have 
t o  change, This way I would be i n  a p r i v a t e  home. So, 1 s a i d ,  "If I 
f in i shed  over t h e r e  I would come over." 

On Sunday, Ray and Evelyn took m e  and what impressed m e  was before  
leaving  Marshal l ,  I had the  same dream t h r e e  t i m e s  and i t  was very  
s t range .  I had gone t o  a b ig  c i t y .  I d i d n ' t  know anyone, and I saw 
t h i s  t a l l  house, and t h e r e  were f lowers  out  i n  f r o n t ,  and I went i n  and 
no one w8 there .  I saw a c i r c u l a r  s ta irway so  I went up t o  t r y  and 
f i n d  somebody. And a s  I went up, a t  t h e  head of t h a t  s ta i rway was a big 
room, and i t  looked l i k e  dark drapes  a l l  around i t ,  and i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
was a high bed. There was a person i n  i t ,  but  I couldn ' t  s e e  t h e i r  
face--1 couldn ' t  t e l l  who i t  was. And t h e r e  was a b ig  th ing  up above 
them, and I couldn ' t  f i g u r e  out  what i t  was. 

Then i t  seemed l i k e  t h e  dream would s top  t h e r e  and i t  turned out when I 
went t o  f i nd  t h i s  p lace ,  h e r e  was t h i s  house. You would go i n  t h e  f r o n t  
door and he re  w a s  t h i s  c i r c u l a r  s ta i rway and i t  went r i g h t  up, and then  
h e r e  was t h i s  big room and it  was ~ u t h ' s  mother i n  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  bed. 
H e r  b ro ther  had an e l e c t r i c a l  appl iance  made above he r  by which I w u l d  
j u s t  touch a but ton ,  and I ' d  t ake  t h i s  l i f t  down and s l i p  i t  under her, 
and l i f t  her  ou t  i n t o  he r  wheelchair,  you see .  Now t h a t  was what 1 saw 
i n  the dream, but  I couldn ' t  f i g u r e  i t  out .  And t h e r e  were drapes  a l l  
t he  way around. 

Q: How i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A: Y e s .  I thought so ,  too.  Well, anyway I went on Sunday evening and, 
a£ course ,  r i g h t  away she  said, "Oh, yes,  they wanted m e  from then  on ." 
That was way back, of course ,  i n  1950 and I go t  $45 a week. And George 
paid my s o c i a l  securi ty-- that  was s i x  c e n t s  then,  s i x  c e n t s  on t h e  
d o l l a r .  Re paid t h a t .  And I go t  my washing, and i ron ing ,  and a l l  my 
food, and my room, which was q u i t e  a l o t .  

Q: So you were making more than  Grandpa was a t  the  time of h i s  death? 

A: Oh, my, I should say so. The $45 ware a l l  clear--because I 
had; no errpensee a t  a l l ,  So, of course,  3 had a mortgage t o  pay o f f ,  
which I d id .  And then w e  finally--your daddy f i n a l l y  did g e t  t o  s e l l  
o u r  l i t t l e  house down the re ,  but t h e  real e s t a t e  man cheated us .  1 
would have been i n  b e t t e r  shape, but he was such a cheat  and l a t e r  he 
d i ed .  He cheated so many people out  of everything.  But anyway . . . 
then  I was wi th  [ t h i s  fami ly]  twenty months, and i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  
because he had been a l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l .  [They] came from the  
South-they a l l  came from t h e  South. And they were very n i c e  people,  

I 
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and [ t h e  mother] had had a s t r o k e  and was paralyzed from h e r  wa i s t  down. 
I enjoyed tak ing  c a r e  of he r .  

Then Ray and Evelyn l i v e d  j u s t  up on F i r s t  Avenue and she l i v e d  on Third 
[Avenue]. I would g e t  Friday o f f ,  and I 'd  leave Friday morning e a r l y  
and go up. Ehtelyn would have a basket  of i ron ing  ready--they both 
worked, you know. And I would do he r  i ron ing  and have supper ready when 
they g o t  home. And then l a t e r  t h a t  n igh t  I would come home. I j u s t  g o t  
one day out  of t h e  week. 

Q: So you worked every Sunday. 

A: Yes. So then,  of course,  when they went on vaca t ion ,  I had t o  s t a y  
t h e r e  and take c a r e  of he r  alone. They had a daughter,  Ann, who was 
t e n  years  o ld .  She was very s p o i l e d .  But I was t h e r e  twenty months 
and the doctor  s a id  on account of my h e a r t ,  I had t o  leave and g e t  
something where I could  work s i t t i n g  down. 

So I went up t o  Evelyn' s then and s tayed ,  and saw where a French 
dressmaker r i g h t  up t h e  s t r e e t  from Evelyn's was wanting someone t o  he lp  
make formals f o r  t he  c o l l e g e  g i r l s  t h a t  f a l l .  So I went up t o  s e e  he r  
and she said she  would love t o  have m e  he lp ,  so  I d i d .  I worked f o r  h e r  
u n t i l  we got those  done. And t h a t  was a r e a l  experience-I never s a w  
such b e a u t i f u l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  my l i f e .  J u s t  b o l t s  and b o l t s  of i t ,  you 
know. And, of course,  formals are p r e t t y  anyway. So then another  t h ing  
I learned-there was a young German g i r l  who came t h e r e  and she could 
speak very l i t t l e  English--but oh, how she  could use a sewing machine. 
She could make men's s h i r t s  l i k e  nobody's bus iness  and suits-oh my, she 
r e a l l y  could sew.  And she s a i d  i n  Germany by the  time you a r e  s i x  
years  o l d ,  you have go t  t o  s t a r t  making your own pa t t e rns .  You've ,got 
t o  l e a r n  t o  sew and k n i t ,  and do a l l  those  th ings .  That was p a r t  af 
a g i r l ' s  educat ion.  So t h a t  i s  t h e  reason she  knew so  much about 
sewing. 

Q: They would l e a r n  i t  i n  t h e  schools  o r  a t  home? 

A: A t  home and i n  t h e  schools .  They were r e a l l y  taught .  So he r  husband 
had come t o  America before--he'd been he re  a few years ,  and he was 
d r i v i n g  one of those  b i g  c ranes ,  and was making huge money. He could 
speak English real good. But then when he brought her over and, of 
course,  she w a s  new, but  she  r e a l l y  knew her s t u f f .  

Q: We1 1, you mentioned t h a t  you were scared about leav ing  Marshal l .  
What was your first impression of t h e  Chicago a r e a ?  

A: Oh, it was huge--(laugh$) i t  was huge the  crowds, of course ,  and 
the  s t r e e t c a r s .  I d idn ' t  h o w  my d i r e c t i m s  and n a t u r a l l y  t h a t  was 
d i f f i c u l t  i n  a big city l i k e  Chicago, you know. But like I s a i d  it--I 
learned t h a t  whatever you f ace ,  i f  you have the  determinat ion t o  f ace  i t  
with courage and do your best, you are going t o  make i t  and I d i d .  

Q: Do ,you f e e l  your f a i t h  i n  God helped you through a l l  of this? 
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A: I t h i n k  so  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  maybe I f a i l e d  him more 
than  he dd me. I ' m  su re  he was going on ahead preparing a l l  of t h i s  for 
m e ,  bu t  you know, I t h i n k  I w a s  j u s t  so  f r igh tened  t h a t  about all I 
could th ink  about was myself.  You know, t r y i n g  t o  make ends meet. 

But then a f t e r  t h e  sewing was done, then  Pa t ty  came i n  February. That 
was t h e i r  f i r s t  baby. Evelyn thought i t  would be b e t t e r  f o r  he r  t o  
cont inue  working, and f o r  m e  t o  s t a y  and take c a r e  of the  baby. I 
wouldn't have t o  be ou t  i n  buses,  o r  be out  i n  the  co ld ,  o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ,  you know. And, of course ,  she d i d n ' t  enjoy c h i l d r e n  like I 
did anyway. So I d e a r l y  loved tak ing  care . . . t h a t  f i l l e d  i n  where I 
had t o  g ive  you and J i m  up--that began t o  kind of f i l l  t h a t  s o r e  spo t .  

Q: So how long d id  you take c a r e  of Pa t ty?  

A: Two years.  And then Evelyn w a s  due [with he r  second baby] and she  
decided she would l i k e  t o  q u i t  work f o r  a time. So I went t o  
Ind ianapo l i s  then. I thought--well, I'll go down home and g e t  work 
the re .  So she q u i t  he r  job, but she f e l t  i t  wasn't too easy t o  t ake  
c a r e  of a new baby, and a l i t t l e  two year o ld .  But, anyway, I came t o  
your mother 's and v i s i t e d  over t h e  weekend, and then  she took m e  over t o  
my sister's i n  Ind ianapo l i s .  

So I t o l d  them t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  f i n d  some wark over t he re .  And so my 
sister's daughter worked i n  t h e  same o f f i c e  t h a t  another  young l a d y  d id .  
Her mother was bedfas t  and they were looking f o r  someone t o  come and 
t ake  care of her. So Dora s a i d ,  "Well, don' t go and look anywhere u n t i l  
I can  t a l k  t o  [Mar i e t t a ]  ." So she went t o  the o f f i c e  t he  next morning 
and ta lked  t o  her. [Mar i e t t a ]  s a i d ,  "Oh, is  t h a t  Aunt Jessie t h a t  you 
a r e  always t a l k i n g  about?" And she s a i d ,  "Yes." Well, she s a i d ,  "I j u s t  
know t h a t  mother w i l l  want h e r  .It  So she  s a i d ,  "Wait u n t i l  I come Over 
t on igh t  and meet he r  ." So she  did and she  took m e  over t o  h e r  mother1 e--well , 
he r  mother w a s  very sweet--she was a very p r e t t y  lady--seventy-twolyears 
o ld .  And they were a love ly  family--very, very  n i c e  family. So I lwent 
t h e r e  t o  work r i g h t  away. And I was t h e r e  a year and they wanted de t o  
s t a y  longer ,  but I needed an ope ra t ion ,  They didn'  t r e a l l y  need me 
because by t h a t  t i m e  h e r  mother was up, you know, tak ing  c a r e  of h e r s e l f ,  
and going t o  church and everything.  They r e a l l y  didn '  t need m e  a t  . a l l .  

So then a f t e r  I had my opera t ion ,  I d i d n ' t  go out then t o  do n u r s i  g 
from then on, Evelyn c a l l e d  and sa id  t h a t  she wanted t o  go back t 
work, and would I come back up and take  c a r e  of t h e  l i t t l e  girls. So I 
d i d .  And I enjoyed it. I used t o  th ink  i t  was a l o t  of fun on Sa 1 urday 
t o  g e t  t h e i r  h a i r  cu r l ed  ready f o r  church, you know. They would g~ on 
vaca t ions  and I would take c a r e  of them. I remember one t i m e  they were 
on vacation, and your mother brought you two l i t t l e  ones up and su rp r i s ed  
me. We didn'  t, know you were caning and we had had a p i c n i c  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
room. I m i d ,  "Well, now, i t  i s  j u s t  us  today, s o  we w i l l  have a l i t t l e  
picnic ton ight  and watch t e l ev i s ion . "  And we were sitting there when 
you folks came t o  t he  door. So, of course,  you hadn' t  had anything t o  
e a t ,  s o  I had chicken and noodles, and d i f f e r e n t  t h ings  t h a t  I had 
f ixed.  Your Mcnn s a i d ,  "Oh no, l e t ' s  go out t o  eat ."  So we j u s t  put 
t h a w  in the  r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  and we wnt out  t o  a p l ace  i n  the country 
where they had awful ly good e a t s  and got  u s  something t o  e a t .  But we 
used t o  have some awful ly good times up the re .  
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Then I s tayed  t h e r e  wi th  them u n t i l  Pa t ty  was i n  t h e  f i r s t  grade--she 
was j u s t  s t a r t i n g  i n  f i r s t  grade t h a t  f a l l  when Ray had been t ransger red  
from Maywood t o  S t .  Louis. The cmpany,  Meta l f lex  [Sa l e s ]  t r a n s f e r r e d  
him. And s o  they were t o  s e l l  t h e i r  house, and then  come down t h e r e  and 
they would buy a home down the re .  But, of course,  i t  took time--it was 
t h e  next  sp r ing  before  they could g e t  t h e  house so ld .  But Evelyn went 
down and they chose t h e  home where they were t o  be, you h o w .  And ,so 
then we moved and came down t h e r e ,  and they  have been i n  S t .  Louis fever  
s ince .  

Q: When w a s  i t  you re turned  t o  Marshall  then? 

A: Well, t h a t  was when--actually when Pa t ty  was eleven. It was j u s t  
be fo re  her e l even th  b i r t M a y  and h e r  mother was g e t t i n g  her  a bedroom 
o u t f i t ,  because they had j u s t  r e a l l y  been s leeping  on c o t s  so  Ear. And 
she  thought t h a t  she was o ld  enough t h a t  she should have a bed. So I 
was g e t t i n g  h e r  room a l l  ready f o r  he r ,  and they were t o  br ing he r  
f u r n i t u r e  t h e  next  day on he r  b i r thday .  And we had waxed the  f l o o r  the  
n i g h t  before  u n t i l  i t  was j u s t  l i k e  g l a s s .  I took a wooden c h a i r  and 
was t ry ing  t o  wash t h e  t r a v e r s e  rod up above the  w$ndows. I had the  
c u r t a i n s  a l l  done up ready t o  hang, and I reached too f a r  and t h e  c h a i r  
s l i d  behind me and threw m e ,  and threw m e  on t h i s  l e f t  knee and crushed 
i t .  And I pul led  on t h e  t r a v e r s e  rod,  of course ,  I grabbed t h a t  f o r  
safety, you know, and I j u s t  pul led a whole gob of p l a s t e r i n g  out where 
Ray had worked so  hard t o  put i t  i n .  So, of course ,  then  I was i n  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  t h r e e  weeks, and then  your mother came and s tayed two weeks 
with me, and my s i s t e r  came and s tayed two weeks. 

Q: Well, t h a t ' s  too  bad about your f a l l i n g  and hu r t ing  yourse l f  l i k e  
t h a t .  Do you know what year i t  was when you re turned  t o  Marshall? 

A: Af te r  I g o t  so I could walk wi th  a walker.  They sa id  I would )ever 
walk again. I cou ldn ' t  walk again because my knee d i d n ' t  hea l .  Bqt 
they made a s t e e l  b race  t h a t  f i t  onto my shoe and up t o  my h ip ,  yolp 
know, and I could walk t h a t  way. 

So I thought--well, i f  I could c m e  over t o  Dorothy's with he r  out i n  
t h e  field t h a t  way, I could j u s t  cook t h e i r  meals,  and do t h e  d i shes ,  
and make t h e  beds. It would he lp  a l o t  because she had t o  hau l  the  
g r a i n  t o  Casey t o  Huisinga's,  you know. [Dorothy's son, Jim, was i n  t h e  
war i n  Vietnam.] And many times i t  would be 11 p.m. when she'd g e t  back 
t o  e a t  a b i t  of supper. And so t h a t ' s  what I d i d ,  I s tayed t h e r e  then  
u n t i l  they f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  crops.  

Q: Well, then  t h a t  was i n  what year? 

A: W e l l ,  t h a t  would be the  f a l l  of 1964. And a f t e r  she  go t  t he  crops 
i n ,  1 begun t o  f e e l  like i f  I could j u s t  have a l i t t l e  apartment by 
myself,  I might be a b l e  t o  take t h a t  b race  off, and I might g e t  so  I 
could walk j u s t  a l i t t l e ,  you know, around i n  t h e  room. But we looked 
and looked, and t h e r e  was j u s t  no p l ace  we could f i n d  one. But f i n a l l y  
a f r i e n d  of mine c a l l e d ,  and she  s a i d  she  j u s t  had a wonderful p lace  f o r  
me. We went i n  r i g h t  away and s u r e  enough, I g o t  t h r e e  love ly  b i g  r o m s  
wi th  a b ig  porch a l l  around i t  f o r  $15 a month. 
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Q: That' s reasonable.  

A: Yes. Well, t h i s  o ld  lady was having t o  go t o  l i v e  with h e r  daughter  
which she  did--right ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from he r ,  and they were f r i e n d s  
of mine. H e r  daughter was i n  my Birthday Club, and t h e  g i r l s  a l l  knew 
them, and i t  made a d i f f e r e n c e ,  you how.  But i n  the  back t h r e e  rooms 
then was Mrs. [Ethe l ]  Wiser, and she had l i ved  the re  f o r  t en  yea r s ,  So 
we became r e a l  good f r i e n d s ,  and soon Mrs. Cole died i n  t h e  nurs ing  
home. Then h e r  two c h i l d r e n  so ld  the  home and divided up. 

So Ethel  and I had t o  g e t  u s  another  home, which we did  over on Archer 
Avenue, and t h i s  home belonged t o  E t h e l ' s  nephew. We s u r e  had a happy 
t i m e  t he re .  Oh, we had so  many n i c e  rooms and we had a b ig  porch a c r o s s  
t h e  f r o n t ,  and we had a swing and c h a i r s ,  rocking c h a i r s .  Evelyn go t  u s  
those  g r a s s  rugs that t h e  Japanese make--you put  on t h e  porch f l o o r .  I 
had porch boxes a l l  around on t h e  r a i l i n g s ,  you h o w ,  with [many f lowers]  
blooming and everything.  It was just b e a u t i f u l .  

Q: Sounds l i k e  i t .  

A: And our yard was so  p r e t t y .  In f a c t  t he  ten-cent s t o r e  man--he had 
h e a r t  t roub le  and he always had t o  walk everyday, and he would coma down 
by, and he wauld always say,  "That's down where the  flower l a d i e s  l i ve . "  
( l augh te r )  W e  enjoyed i t .  We were t h e r e  four yeara or would have been 
if [E the l ]  had l i ved  j u s t  a l i t t l e  longer ,  bu t  she died i n  January of 
1970 with a h e a r t  a t t a c k .  Then I went t o  take  c a r e  of a lady with 
cancer  who was i n  my Sunday School c l a s s ,  and I was wi th  h e r  u n t i l  
Eas te r  . 
Q: Was t h a t  i n  Marshall? 

A: Yes. And then by t h a t  time my sister had f a l l e n  and she broke he r  
h i p ,  and s o  I went t o  Indianapol i s  t o  t ake  c a r e  of her. So I got r i d  of 
my things-the c h i l d r e n  j u s t  s to red  them. I was with her then,  I guess ,  
almost a year .  

So then I went back out  t o  Evelyn's,  and they were t ry ing  t o  g e t  h 
business  s t a r t e d ,  and it w a s  awful ly slow. And she went back t o  
so  I s tayed  t h e r e  f o u r  years  then,  and took c a r e  of t he  girls, and 
them i n  school ,  and d i d  t h e  washing, and everything.  

Q: So then when d id  you move t o  t h i s  apartment i n  Mar t in sv i l l e?  

A: I th ink  I've been here about seven years--aa near as I can think,  
about swen or e igh t  years. I know Ncky was almost two years  old-Kim 
wasn't harp yet.  

Q: Y e s .  

A: But Ricky w a s  about two years  o ld .  (tape stopped) 

Q: Well, you've had q u i t e  an experience s i n c e  Grandpa died i n  1950. 
How do you f e e l  about t h i s  experience or wauld you have p re fe r r ed  
staying i n  Marshall? 
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A: No. I t h i n k  i t  was one of t he  g r e a t e s t  t h ings  t h a t  could have ever  
happened t o  me.  And I t h i n k  sometimes when we a r e  t e s t e d  and t r i e d ,  and 
th ings  discouraging ccanes, i t  i s  f o r  ou r  own good, bu t  we don ' t  think i t  
is. W e  don ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  u n t i l  i t  is  a l l  over.  But, my goodness, I 
wouldn't take anything f o r  t h e  experience.  

Q: You f e e l  you d id  grow by t h e  experience? 

A: Oh, yes. Oh, I should say so. Because I met so  many n i c e  people and 
you l e a r n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of hear tache  a l l  over t h e  world. Everybody 
has t h e i r  own problems. It j u s t  canes i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way sometimes, 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q: Do you f e e l  t h a t  you were a l i t t l e  b i t  s h e l t e r e d  by growing up on 
t h e  farm and l i v i n g  i n  a small town? 

A: I don ' t  know i f  I would c a l l  i t  s h e l t e r e d ,  bu t  I t h i n k  I was probably 
hindered.  Because you see ,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  h o w  a th ing  about t h e  c i t y .  
Because I had no education--I was so  l imi t ed .  For tuna te ly ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  
I i n s t i n c t i v e l y  knew nurs ing  because grandfa ther  w a s  a doc tor  and t h e r e  
were nurses  i n  our  family. I guess j u s t  by i n s t i n c t ,  i t  seemed lib 
t h e r e  were so many t h i n g s  I knew and l i ked  t o  do. It su re  came i n  good 
s tead  f o r  m e  because t h e r e  is  always a demand f o r  a nurse .  I never  
could f u l f i l l  a l l  of t h e  places.  

There was one time when I was taking c a r e  of Marie K i l e  a f t e r  Ethel  
died--there were four people who c a l l e d  m e  a t  one time wanting me, Benny 
Marrs, t h e  under taker ,  when h i s  wife came t o  t he  h o s p i t a l .  But you 
could only  be one p l ace  a t  a time. No. It was a wonderful experience.  
I loved it--it's hard work, nurs ing ,  bu t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  f u l f i l l i n g .  
Because i f  you l i k e  it--I enjoyed making them f e e l  comfortable.  1 

i 
Q: Grandma, I know over  t h e  years  you have done a l o t  of sewing, 
I ' v e  some of your work t h a t  you have done and i t ' s  q u i t e  b e a u t i f u l  

t h e r e  anyway you could desc r ibe  t h i s  technique r i g h t  now? 
know you t a t  and a l o t  of people do not  understand what t a t t i n g  is; Is 

A :  I don't t h ink  I could make you understand t h a t  on a recorder .  
Because i t ' s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  t a t t i n g  s h u t t l e .  You put  t he  thread on and 
then  it's t h e  way you put i t  between your f i n g e r s ,  you know, t h a t  ou 
form t h e s e  l i t t l e  wheels, and p a t t e r n s ,  and so f o r t h .  I th ink  you would 
j u s t  have t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  o r  have some of t h e  r e a l  t a t t i n g  t o  sho . 
But, yea, I did  enjoy doing those  things, 

1 
1 

I made my f i r s t  appl ique  q u i l t  f o r  your mother. The next was f o r  velyn, 
and then I made one f o r  you, and then  Jim. Well, I had made you a d J i m  
a pieced q u i l t  i n  t he  meantime though. Grandma [Car lena  Marie] Sa t e r  
had pieced t h e s e  l i t t l e  blocks,  c a l l e d  t h e  t ie--the bowtie, and I ade 
you each a b ig  q u i l t ,  and one f o r  Pa t ty  and Debbie. And then I ma e 
you--you wanted t h e  dogwood, so  I made you t h e  pink dogwood, and I made 
J i m  t h e  red poppy. Your mother 's was the flower garden and Evelyn s was 
t h e  pansy. She always loved pansies .  Well, then  Pa t ty  and Debbie 1 of 
coucrae, came on and I made them one. F a t t y ' s  was t h e  i r is--a  big basket  
of d e l i c a t e  co lored  i r is ,  you know, i t  w a s  a b e a u t i f u l  th ing .  And then 
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Debbie's was t u l i p s .  Well, I had made baby q u i l t s ,  of course,  f o r  a l l  
of t h e  babies  t h a t  came then,  you know. I would embroider, o r  appl ique ,  
o r  so  f o r t h ,  you know. 

Q: How many great-grandchi ldren do you have? 

A: Seven. And, I wouldn't begin t o  know how many p a i r s  of 
p i l lowcases ,  of course,  t h a t  I have embroidered and put t a t t i n g  on f o r  
a l l  t h e  ch i ld ren .  

Q: You have so ld  some over t h e  years, haven' t  you? 

A: Yes. When I stayed with my s i s t e r  a f t e r  Arthur d ied ,  she would 
c rochet  and I would t a t ,  and we'd s e l l  them. But, then  I made Marcia, 
your l i t t l e  girl, t h e  sunbonnet q u i l t  and I made Ricky the  cowboy. I 
wasn't a b l e  t o  make one f o r  Sherry so  I gave her  a pretty q u i l t  t h a t  my 
Aunt Alta [ G i l b e r t ]  had t h a t  w a s  a basket of roses .  It was b e a u t i f u l  
q u i l t i n g  . So then  I made K i m ,  and Ricky , and Marcia, and them each a 
s o r t  of a comfort l i ke - - i t  was a heavier  q u i l t ,  one winter .  But I pever 
d id  ge t  t o  make N a t a l i e  one. I made he r  a baby q u i l t ,  bu t  I never  ;got 
t o  make her  a big q u i l t .  She's t h e  only one t h a t  I never got  t o  make 
one. I made Lindsay . . . I pieced i t .  Well, l e t ' s  see--all I eve r  
made f o r  Rae Ann was j u s t  l i k e  what I made f o r  Ricky and Sherry and 
put toge ther  with the  dark co lo r s .  

Q: Are you a b l e  t o  do any of t h a t  now? 

A: Oh, no. I couldn ' t  see i n  the  f i r s t  place.  Besides i t  has.become 
so expensive. My neighbor f i n i s h e d  a q u i l t  j u s t  awhile back and she 
charged $80 just f o r  q u i l t i n g  i t ,  and he r  daughter  charged $40 for 
piec ing  i t ,  so  you can imagine what t h e  q u i l t  c o s t ,  

i 
Q: Well, t h e r e t  s money i n  t h a t  now. 

A: Yes. But my ch i ld ren  all have t h e i r  q u i l t s  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  
And t o  go ahead and p i ece  i t ,  and q u i l t  i t ,  and i t  would c o s t  them so 
much. I don't: t h ink  they use  th ings  l i k e  t h a t  anyway. You know, now 
t h e  houses a r e  hea ted ,  and air-condit ioned,  and so f o r t h .  They use 
thermo-blankets and , . . 
Q: Sometimes I u s e  t h e  q u i l t  you made me when I have company t o  kind of 
show i t  of f  on t h e  bed. 

A: Have you sti l l  go t  some p i 1  lowcaoee? 

Q: Yes, 1 do, I have seve ra l  l e f t  . 
A: Yes. ( t a p e  stopped) 

Q: Grandma, t h e r e  is  a l o t  of d i scuss ion  today about t he  women's 
movement: and women's r i g h t s .  Could you t e l l  m e  your f e e l i n g s  about 
this--the women' s movement and ERA [Equal Rights  Amendment 1 ? 
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A: Well, I would have t o  say I ' v e  got  mixed f e e l i n g s .  

Q: Could you exp la in  t h a t ?  

A: Y e s .  1 t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  been one th ing  t h a t  i s  lacking  a l l  t hese  
years, and I don ' t  understand why Congress doesn ' t  do something abaut 
i t .  I don' t  t h ink  i t 's  fair  t h a t  a  woman w i l l  do the  same job thaO a 
man does and do i t  j u s t  a s  wel l ,  but because she ' s  a woman, she  won't 
g e t  paid as much. And i n  many profess ions  they are, they have many 
r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

But on the  o the r  hand, I t h i n k  they 've gone too  f a r  with i t .  There a r e  
many women who have t o  work, they j u s t  have t o  do i t .  And t h e r e  are 
many women who a r e  very  capable t h a t  it would be a p i t y  if they d i d n ' t  
go on and use t h e i r  t a l e n t s .  But I do t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  so  many, many 
just--1'11 say i n  t he  middle of t he  road t h a t  w i l l  do almost anything 
like wash d i shes  o r  anything t o  g e t  away from t h e i r  l i t t l e  ch i ld ren .  
They j u s t  don't  love  t h e i r  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  l i k e  they used t o  years  ago. 
And I r e a l l y  t h ink  t h a t  is t h e  backbone of America--our homes and always 
i n  years  pas t ,  mothers were t h e r e  when t h e i r  l i t t l e  ones came home, you 
know. 

Q: HOW do you f e e l  about a  f a t h e r  taking t i m e  o f f  t o  be i n  t he  
Like t h e  f a t h e r  and mother both working, and both tak ing  t i m e  
wi th  t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  

A: Well, I t h i n k  a f a t h e r  i s  supposed t o  be the  head of t h e  family.  
And i t  is  supposed t h a t  he would work and provide f o r  the family. >]But I 
th ink  he should never be too busy, bu t  what he has  some time f o r  h l s  
family. I th ink  it i s  very important.  Because i f  ch i ld ren  don ' t  g e t  t o  
r e a l l y  know t h e i r  pa ren t s  o r  know t h a t  they are loved, w e l l ,  they don ' t  
have t h e  s e c u r i t y .  I t h i n k  a l i t t l e  c h i l d  t h a t  knows t h e i r  daddy and 
mother i s  back of them, and loving them, and w i l l  s tand  by them, you 
know, no mat te r  what happens they w i l l  be a b l e  t o  undertake i t .  

Q: Well, you know t h e r e  is d i scuss ion  about what i s  a man's work and 
what is women's work. Now I know my mother, when I w a s  growing up  
would work on the  farm j u s t  l i k e  my f a t h e r ,  Did t h a t  ever  bo ther  
t h a t  she  got ou t  and worked on t h e  farm? I h o w  a l o t  of women t h  
t h a t  they should be i n  t h e  home a t  t h a t  time. 

A: Well, I t h i n k  dur ing  t h a t  t ime and even today women are very  capable.  
They can go out  and d r i v e  a b inder ,  o r  d r i v e  a  t r a c t o r ,  and they can 
d r i v e  those  b ig  t rucks .  They can do most of t he  th ings  t h a t  a man does. 

Q: So i t  never bothered you t h a t  Mom d id  t h i s ?  

A: Well, I th ink  i t  is  very  common. Most of t he  women d id  whatever 
they had t o  do t o  he lp  make th ings  move, 

Q: How would your mother f e e l  about something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A :  I d o n V t  know because, you see ,  i t  would be so Ear from t h e i r  
knowledge. You know back i n  t hose  daye, you just d i d n ' t  do those  th ings .  
Women just didn' t go out i n  the field. 
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Q: But you're  n o t  knocking women who do t h a t ?  

A: Oh no, indeed, I should say  not .  No, I say t h a t  whatever they can 
do t o  help--I t h i n k  a wife ought t o  he lp  t h e i r  husbands a l l  they can. 

Q: Your only concern would be how i t  might a f f e c t  t he  ch i ld ren .  ' 

A: Yes. What I ' m  th inking  i n  general  about women's lib is  where they 
r e a l l y  don ' t  have t o  go ou t  and work, you know. And they th ink  we l l ,  
they can go out and g e t  a l i t t l e  job, and when they g e t  ou t  among people 
they seem t o  be very bored a t  home. And, of course,  I suppose i f  you 
d i d n ' t  love  ch i ld ren ,  you would. I j u s t  don ' t  understand the  word 
g e t t i n g  bored with c h i l d r e n  because I love  them so  much. To me, t o  
watch a l i t t l e  c h i l d  grow, I th ink ,  i s  j u s t  one of the  g r e a t e s t  t h ings  i n  
t h e  world because they a r e  never t h e  same f o r  two days. 

Q: Well, how do you f e e l  about a l o t  of women who today have t o  work 
and p lace  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  Day Care Centers? 

A: Well, I t h i n k  they should be very c a r e f u l  where they  p u t  them 
because some a r e  not  good. 

Q: So you are n o t  opposed t o  Day Care Centers? 

A: If i t  i s  a good place.  Now, Pa t ty  was very fo r tuna te .  Of course ,  
she  was compelled t o  work and r a i s e  l i t t l e  Rae Ann. She found . . . t h e  
f i r s t  nursery  she had was no good, but then she found t h i s  one and t h i s  
w a s  supe r io r .  They love  c h i l d r e n  and they had s p e c i a l  t eachers ,  yau 
know, f o r  d i f f e r e n t  subjec ts - -d i f fe ren t  t h ings ,  and they had such good 
food f o r  t he  ch i ld ren .  They had t o  have a nap i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  R e y  
were very  d i s c i p l i n e d .  So i n  a way, Rae Ann came out  much ahead OF what 
she  would have been i f  she would have been i n  a normal hme .  Becajse 
she w a s  taught  s o  many, many t h ings  t o  be ready for school when s h e  went 
i n t o  school.  

Q: I see. 

A:  And she is  a very ,  v e r y  happy l i t t l e  g i r l .  In f a c t ,  now Debbie' is 
s t a r t i n g  t o  work because l i t t l e  Lindsay thought,  you know, Rae Ann e n t  
t o  school ,  so she  should go t o  school .  And she is going now--she 
from 9 a.m. t o  1 p.m. a t  t h e  same place t h a t  l i t t l e  Rae Ann went. 
how she loves it--oh my goodness, she d e a r l y  loves  i t .  

Q: How old i s  Lindsay now? 

A: S h e ' l l  be t h r e e  i n  Apr i l .  And Debbie . . . tha t  i s n ' t  e a r l y ,  s e 
doesn ' t  have t o  rush t o  go t o  work. She can get Lindsay's breakfas  , 
and gets h e r  wer there, and then she p icks  her  up a t  1 p.m., and b ing 

Lindsay just c r i e s  t o  be with ch i ld ren .  

! 
her  home, and p u t s  he r  i n  bed f o r  a nap, and has  time t o  get Mike'si 
supper.  So r e a l l y  i t  doesn ' t  i n t e r f e r e  with he r  home--five days a 
week. That way she has p len ty  of rime then t o  . . . and she says t h a t  
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! Q: She enjoys t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

A: Yes, she  does. And you ask  h e r  what she  has  done--oh, she  colqred a 
baseba l l  ba t  o r  she does t h i s  o r  t h a t ,  you know. And s o  Debbie thqught 
t h a t  she  was l ea rn ing  and, of course,  Debbie can make a l i t t l e  on he 
s i d e  t o  he lp ,  you know. 1 Q: Grandma, what va lues  d id  you stress t h e  most t o  your ch i ld ren?  Like 
work, r e l i g i o n ,  educat ion,  a c a r e e r ,  o r  d id  you consider  them a l l  important? 

A: Oh, yes.  I suppose I d i d .  I don ' t  th ink  t h a t  I s t r e s s e d  any of 
them. I j u s t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they should always be honest .  
( laughs) I t h i n k  maybe t h a t  was one of t h e  things I always l i k e d  f o r  
them t o  be honest and have a good r epu ta t ion .  It seems t o  me a good 
r epu ta t ion  is  a mighty important thing.  

Q: Now, I know you s a i d  t h a t  your l i t t l e  boy w a s  s t i l l b o r n .  

Q: If he  would have l i v e d ,  would you have expected t h e  same type of 
things ou t  of him as your daughters ,  o r  d i f f e r e n t  t h ings ,  o r  . . . 
A: Well, of course, being a boy he would have been d i f f e r e n t ,  bu t  my 
how we would have enjoyed him. I th ink  we would have, of course ,  he 
would have had t o  have been i n  t h e  war--might have been k i l l e d .  

Q: Did you f e e l  i t  was a l l  r i g h t  f o r  a man t o  he lp  i n  the  k i tchen?  

A: Oh, yes .  I t h i n k  i t  is  wonderful. 

Q: Did Grandpa ever he lp  i n  t he  ki tchen? 

A: Well, no. He wasn't around t h a t  much. Although now when we were 
going t o  have company o r  anything,  i f  t h e r e  was anything he could 
about ,  he  always was h e l p f u l .  But some men a r e  n a t u r a l  cooks, 
They can do th ings  t h a t  o t h e r  men c a n ' t  do, you know. Not everybo 
does the same th ings .  

Q: So as Ear as you a r e  concerned then a person should use h i s  o r  
p o t e n t i a l .  

A: I t h i n k  so, yes.  And I t h i n k  t h e  more a husband o r  wife can he lp  
each o the r ,  you h o w ,  I t h i n k  i t  makes i t  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  They share 
each o t h e r ' s  problems and fun. 

Q: fWaLB, now when Grandpa was a l i v e ,  d id  p t 3  ever  handle any of thk 
monqy ib t h e  family? 

A: No, 

Q: , . . o r  did he pay a l l  t h e  b i l l s ?  
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A:  Yes. Because he was out  and I wasn ' t .  I was home with t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  
you know. And l i k e  f say ,  by t h e  t ime I sewed, and r a i sed  a garden, and 
canned, and did my housework, and every th ing ,  I was p r e t t y  busy. ( laughs)  
So he always j u s t  paid them. 

Q :  Since we are on the sub jec t  of mmea and women's work, i n  Auguqt of 
1920, t h e  Nineteenth Amendment came i n t o  being i n  t h i s  country. H w did 
woman f e e l  about m e n ' s  s u f f r a g e  at  t h e  time, and Susan B. Anrhool and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton? 

A: I don ' t  t h ink  I would be a good judge of t h a t ,  Francie ,  because you 
see  back down i n  t h e  country,  you know, we  r e a l l y  weren't  concerned too 
much about t h ings  l i k e  t h a t .  That was more o r  less i n  t he  c i t y  where 
they were f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h a t .  In t h e  country i t  was p r e t t y  much t h e  same 
th ings .  But I t h i n k  now i n  l a t e r  years  t h ings  are so d i f f e r e n t .  I 
think people i n  t h e  country have th ings  j u s t  as n i c e  as they  do i n  town. 
The country homes, you know, they have r e f r i g e r a t o r s  o r  deep f r e e z e s ,  
dishwashers,  vacuums, a i r -condi t ion ing ,  hea t ing ,  and washer and dryers. 
They j u s t  have everything t h a t  you have i n  t he  c i t y .  

Q: So women then r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  much about i t  when they went 
t o  vo te  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  o r  . . . 
A: I don't t h ink  we would because, l i k e  I say ,  I don ' t  t h ink  we were 
involved. But you take  i n  c i t i e s ,  i t  was i n  the  b ig  c i t i e s  where t h i s  
s t a r t e d .  

Q: Well, d i d  you vo te  as soon as you could? 

A: Yes. We were taught--my dad taught  u s  t h a t  t h a t  was a gift t o  be 
a b l e  t o  vo te  i n  our  country. 

Q: Of  course,  women couldn ' t  vo t e  u n t i l  1920. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you ever  hear  him say how he  f e l t  about that? 

A: Well, he just always f e l t ,  you know, you should love  your coun 
and you should he lp  wherever you could. 

Q: So i t  d i d n ' t  bother  him when women had t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote? 

A: Oh, no. Efy dad was a broad-minded man. 

Q: Do you remember being happy a t  t h e  prospect  of being a b l e  t o  vo te  
f o r  the f irat  time o r  . . , 
A: I think we just took i t  as a n a t u r a l  thing. It seemed l i k e  i n  those  
day$, you know, we j u s t  thought i t  was important ,  

Q: Of course,  you were only  twenty-five a t  t h e  t i m e  . . . 
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A: Yes, something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: , . . when women had t h e  r i g h t  t o  vo te .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Grandma, I have i n  f r o n t  of m e  the genealogy of t h e  Humphrey Gflbert 
l i n e  from 1616 t o  1981. It says  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a record of t h e  d i r e t t  
descendants  of Humphrey [ G i l b e r t ]  f r m  the  f i r s t  genera t ion  through the  
Samuel S. G i lbe r t  family s t a r t i n g  with t h e  seventh genera t ion .  Now, 
Samuel S. G i l b e r t ,  could  you t e l l  me about him? 

A: Well, I never got  t o  know him very well  because he died when I was 
p r e t t y  smal l ,  bu t  he was a doctor .  I do know t h a t ,  and he died of 
cancer .  

Q: Now he  was your grandfa ther?  

A: Y e s .  My f a t h e r ' s  f a t h e r .  

Q: So then  Samuel S. G i l b e r t  was your grandfa ther  and h i s  son was 
named, John. And then  John's daughter was named, J e s s i e  . . . 
A: Yes. 

Q: . . . and Jessie had a daughter named, Dorothy, and then Dorothy i s  
my mother . 
A: That 's  r i g h t .  

Q: . . and then I have two daughters ,  Marcia and Sherry. So that 
br ings  t h e  line up t o  1981. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Grandma, in t he  h i s t o r i c a l  record ,  i s  t h e r e  anything you know about 
Humphrey Gi lbe r t ?  

been p~med but  so far as we know, i t  has not  been disproved. 

Sir Humphrey G i l b e r t  (1539-1583) one of t he  earliest of t he  North 
American c o l o n i z e r s ,  f i r s t  won fame as a n  English naviga tor  and 
exp lo re r .  During h i s  e a r l y  manhood he a t t a i n e d  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t he  
English Navy. In 1578, he received a commission from Queen El izabe th  t o  
conduct an expedi t ion  i n  search of a new r o u t e  t o  I n d i a ,  a l i t t l e  b o r n  
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land  i n  which he became i n t e r e s t e d .  The h i s t o r y  of t h i s  voyage is  
obscure, but  i t  ava i l ed  nothing. He re turned  t o  England t h e  next  year  
having l o s t  one of h i s  ch ief  ships and one of h i s  b raves t  cap ta ins .  
Undaunted; however, he s t a r t e d  out  i n  1583 i n  command of a second 
expedi t ion ,  accompanied by h i s  h a l f  b ro the r ,  Sir Walter Raleigh, who 
owned t h e  l a r g e s t  s h i p  and who turned back two days a f t e r  t h e i r  
depa r tu re  from Plymouth, England. S i r  Humphrey went on and t h i s  ttme 
succeeded i n  p l an t ing  a colony n e a r  S t .  Johns, Newfoundland, tak ing  
possession of t h e  island i n  t he  name of Queen El izabe th .  Af te r  t h i s  he 
proceeded southward, encountered a storm, and was never heard of again. 

Q: L e t ' s  d i s c u s s  now about t he  documented family h i s t o r y  of genera t ion  
number seven. And t h e r e ' s  a b r i e f  d i scuss ion  about D r .  Samuel Slapghter 
G i l b e r t ,  who was born on September 10, 1830 i n  Jackson Township, 19 
[Coshocton County] Ohio. Could you read t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  f o r  me p lease?  

A: Yes. He died on January 8, 1900 and was buried i n  Marshal l ,  
I l l i n o i s .  He married Mary Susan Fredenburger [on August 25,  
18561 --daughter of John and Emma Fredenburger . There were twelve 
children--seven l ived t o  be a d u l t s .  John Wendell, t h a t  was my f a t h e r ;  
George Adam, Lizzy Helen, Margery Fama, Mary Viola  . . . 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q: Grandma, would you cont inue reading the  names of Samuel G i l b e r t ' s  
descendants? i 

A: . . . Lucinda Eunice, she  died i n  1957 a t  t he  age of n ine ty  yeqrs .  

Q: I remember her .  

A: Y e s ,  you do. She was a school teacher .  Linos Willis, Kissie 
Florence, Charles Frankl in,  Anna, Harry J. and Alta Vada. Alta wa i born 
i n  1881 i n  Clark County, I l l i n o i s .  Margery Bnma married Fleming R. 
Black d after he r  dea th ,  he  married h e r  sister, Anna Bel le .  Eunice 
w a s  a beloved t eacher  i n  t he  Marshal l ,  I l l i n o i s  schools .  

Q: I see he re  t h e  e i g h t h  genera t ion ,  John W. G i l b e r t ,  was born i n  1858 
and d i d  i n  1930, He was born i n  Coles County, I l l i n o i s .  Grandma, 
would you read the gene ra t ions  starting with your f a t h e r  down through 
t h e  present  time? 

A: Well, h e  married J o r e t t a  Taylor and he had t e n  ch i ld ren ,  of  which I 
was one. ( laughs)  And then, I married Fred S a i t e r  and then the t en th  
genera t ion  was Dorothy Saiter Davidaon, and the e leventh  w u l d  be 

' 

Frances Davidson Staggs, and James Davidson. Frances had two ch i lq ren .  
The twe l f th  genera t ion  is  Marcia Anne and Sherry Lynn; and James h# 
Richard Clinton, Kimberly Michelle,  and Na ta l i e  Nicole.  

Q: Would you now exp la in  your o t h e r  daughter ' s  family? 
I 


