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J e a n e t t e  Sayre, May 16, 1973, Pe tersburg ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Kay MacLean, In te rv iewer .  

Q.  With J e a n e t t e  Sayre. We're a t  h e r  home near  Petersbu.rg,Tl l inois .  
This  is  May 16, 1973. 1 was looking a t  your b i r t h d a t e .  

A.  No, t h a t ' s  a long way back. 

Q. Do you want t o  t e l l  u s  about your l i f e ?  

A. Well, I ' m  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  t e l l  about my r a t h e r  I would say  
c o l o r l e s s  l i f e ,  i n  a sense.  Nothing dramatic .  Never saved anyone o r  
done a l l  these ,  you know. Never been i n  t h e  news, p a r t i c u l a r l y .  
Actua l ly ,  you ask  where I was born. I was born on t h i s  farm, no t  i n  
t h i s  house. My pa ren t s  were--one w a s  a n a t i v e  of Petersburg.  My 
mother came from Petersburg ,  and my f a t h e r  came from Pleasant  P l a i n s .  
My f a t h e r  had come down he re  on t h i s  farm a s  a--before he was marr ied,  
and opera ted  i t  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r .  And they l i v e d  a t  t h a t  time on the-- 
i n  t h e  house t h a t  was then  i n  ex i s t ence  a t  t h e  back on t h e  west edge 
on t h e  p re sen t  farm. It 's now been taken down. It 's not  t he re ,  b u t  
t h a t ' s  where I was born. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  doc tor  came t o  t h e  home 
and you were--so I s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  o l d  hause t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e r e  
anymore. La ter ,  i n  1914, my pa ren t s  b u i l t  t h i s  house he re ,  and moved 
from t h e  back of t h e  farm t o  t h i s  a r ea ,  and a t  t h e  time my f a t h e r  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  neighbors a l l  thought t h a t  he was j u s t  a young ind iv idua l  t h a t  
was r e a l l y  ou t  of h i s  mind, and he d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know why he d id  come 
up t o  t h i s  end of t h e  farm t o  b u i l d  t h e  road--to b u i l d  t h e  house because 
t h e  main thoroughfare t o  Pe tersburg  a t  t h a t  po in t  went p a s t  the  o t h e r  
o ld  house, and t h i s  was a seldom used road. 

Q.  The road w a s  he re  though? 

A.  There was a road h e r e  because i n  t h e  geographical  survey everythgng 
i s  on t h e  square,  and t h i s  is  t h e  next  square.  So he j u s t  moved t o  
t h i s  one. He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  was a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  f o r  improvement, 
t h e  drainage and whatnot. So he  came up he re ,  and t h e r e  was a l s o  good 
water .  I t h i n k  those  f o l k s  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  towns do no t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  many t i m e s  a r u r a l  house is  loca t ed  a f t e r  t h e  water  i s  loca t ed .  
And s o  there was good water he re  and s o  they b u i l t  t h e  house here .  Now, 
since t h a t  time, s i n c e  1914, t h e  road which t h e  o t h e r  house was on, has  
been c losed  up, and i s  now j u s t  a f i e l d  road down p a r t  way. So thankfu l ly  
they chose t h i s  end of t h e  p lace .  I w a s  r a i s e d  he re  and went t o  a one-room 
school  which is j u s t  a mi l e  from he re ,  and t h a t  was t h e  t ime of courpe t h a t  
you walked t o  school.  There were no busses ,  and t h e  school ,  t h e  Farber ' s  
Po in t  School, which has been r e s to red ,  and i s  now open f o r  t h e  publ ib  t o  
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observe as a one-room country school .  A l l  schools  a t  t h a t  t ime i n  " 

I l l i n o i s  were . . . t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  has been done by t h e  husband of 
one of t h e  t eache r s ,  Musette Courtwright Brunnen, and M r .  Brunnen has  
r e s t o r e d  i t  a s  a memorial i n  a  s ense  t o  h i s  wi fe ,  t o  t h e  school  board, 
a t  t h e  time, and t o  t h e  per iod  of educa t iona l  systems as i t  e x i s t e d  
then. 

Q. Now where i s  t h i s  school? 

A. It 's j u s t  a  mi le  south  and e a s t  of t h i s  house. I t 's  t h e  T a l l u l a  
j unc t ion  and then  you go e a s t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  road t h a t  goes t o  t h e  south ,  
and i t ' s  down a l i t t l e  spur  road. It too  used t o  be on t h e  thoroughfare 
and now i t ' s  on a  deadcendroad. But i t ' s  a  one-room, b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  
Now t h e  d a t e s  of t h a t  I would have t o  look up, bu t  i t  goes back e ighteen  
something o r  o the r .  M r .  Graham's--part of h i s  family,  t aught  t he re .  
Farmer's Poin t  was then  t h e  c e n t e r  of both t h e  educa t iona l  system, i t  
was t h e  p o l l i n g  p lace ,  and my r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  one-room school .  
You had a t eache r  wi th  e i g h t  grades t o  teach ,  and my f i r s t  year--I can 
r e c a l l  no t  having any b ro the r s  o r  s i s t e r s - - I  thought going t o  school  
and being wi th  c h i l d r e n  was j u s t  o u t  of t h i s  world. You know, t h i s  was 
a  wonderful experience except  some of them were s o  b ig .  Because a t  
noontime, we would go out  t o  p lay  and t h e r e  was always Annie Over o r  
Run Sheep Run o r  something t h a t  had much phys i ca l  a c t i v i t y  and a t  t h a t  
po in t ,  many of  t h e  e i g h t h  g rade r s  were e ighteen  o r  so i n  age, and they 
were grown men and women i n  s i z e ,  and as a f i r s t  g rader ,  those  were t h e  
l a r g e s t  people,  and when we ran  I had t h e  s e n s a t i o n  of stampeding a l l  
around m e .  But then  t h e  school  dwindled i n  s i z e ,  and when I was i n  t h e  
e igh th  grade,  t h e r e  were only f i v e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  school ,  and t h a t ' s  
when Mrs. Brunnen--who was then Musette Courtwright-taught t h e r e ,  and 
so she  was my t eache r  t h e  seventh and e igh th  grades.  

I would say a t  t h a t  educa t iona l  system at  t h a t  po in t ,  many of t h e  r u r a l  
school  t eache r s  graduated out  of h igh  school  and went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
teaching  profess ion  wi th  a l l  e i g h t  grades t o  teach .  Musette was 
e s p e c i a l l y  good. She w a s  one of t hose  born t eache r s  p lus  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  s h e  had had one year  a t  I l l inois--what  i s  now I l l i n o i s  S t a t e ,  bu t  
was Normal a t  Bloomington a t  t h a t  po in t .  So she  had both inborn 
q u a l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  more t r a i n i n g  than a l o t  of them. And s o  I would 
say t h a t  i n  my seventh and e igh th  grade I probably covered t h e  l a s t  fou r  
grades  i n  t h e  e i g h t h  grade system because t h e r e  had--there was an  
examination t h a t  you wrote  both a t  t h e  seventh grade and t h e  e igh th  
grade l e v e l .  And s o  she-- i t  r e a l l y  amounted to--she tu to red  her t h r e e  
e i g h t h  g rade r s  t o  g e t  u s  through. I can remember y e t ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  
w e l l  platform ou t  i n  t h e  yard t r y i n g  awful ly hard t o  th ink ,  t o  t h i n k  
about p a r t s  of speech, and t ak ing  a  sen tence  a p a r t  and doing a l l  t h a t  
l i t t l e  d i a g r a m i n g  bus iness ,  when i t  was Spring and t h e r e  were outdoor 
t h ings  t h a t  you would so much r a t h e r  have been doing. But t h a t  was 
b a s i c a l l y  I t h i n k  where I go t  my p re sen t  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n a t u r e  s tudy,  
and th ings  of t h i s  kind. I t h i n k  i t  r e a l l y  r e l a t e s  t o  ~ u s e t t e ' s  
t r a i n i n g .  

Q. How's t h a t ?  

A. Well, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you were i n  t h e  middle of i t .  
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Q. You w e r e  outdoors when you were s tudying? 

A. You were outdoors when we were s tudying and a l s o  when t h e r e  were 
f i v e  youngsters  i n  school  r eces ses ,  you couldn ' t  even have a decent  
b a l l  game. So you walked up and down t h e  woods, and dug i n t o  o l d  
stumps and found n e s t s  of snake eggs and t h i s  kind of th ing .  And 
Musette would be p a t i e n t  w i th  us  and i t  was time t o  take  up school ,  
but  i f  we were i n  t he  middle of s tudying,  watching something why 
she  would allow t h i s .  So I think b a s i c a l l y  she s t a r t e d  a p r e t t y  sound 
foundat ion on an  apprec i a t ion  of  na tu re ,  l i v i n g  on a farm of course,  
you had some of t h i s .  

Well, back to- -a f te r  t h e  grade school  experience,  t h e r e  was t h e  process  
of going t o  Pe tersburg  t o  h igh  school ,  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was no t  
furn ished  and t h e  roads were no t  paved, and so  i t  meant t h a t  my 
freshman year ,  I l i v e d  wi th  my grandmother who l i v e d  i n  Pe tersburg ,  
and s t ayed  wi th  he r .  Coming home on the  weekends and going back, and 
at t h a t  t ime t h e  roads, I th ink ,  seldom do young people today apprec i a re  
t h e  su r f ac ing  of roads.  But i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t o  town t h i s  hard road was 
i n  t h e  process  of being b u i l t .  So t h e r e  had been some grading, and i n  
t h e  sp r ing  i t  was so  muddy. I can r e c a l l  one sp r ing  t h a t  another  one 
of t h e  neighbor g i r l s  would walk over he re  from about a mi l e  away; she  
too s tayed  i n  town wi th  h e r  grandparents .  Then my f a t h e r  would h i t c h  
up t h e  r e g u l a r  f i e l d  work ho r ses  t o  a b i g  wagon, and we would go t o  t h e  
bottom of t h e  h i l l  which is  about  a mi le  away. I n  t h e  process  t h e  mud 
was so  deep t h a t  i t  was r e a l l y  hard work f o r  horses .  I mean i t  was 
r e a l l y  a process  of g e t t i n g  the re .  Then t h e r e  was a b e t t e r  road from 
t h e  S t a t e  park i n .  So then  w e  walked a ha l f  a m i l e  wi th  our  c l o t h e s  
f o r  t h e  week. To t h e  c a r e t a k e r ' s  house down a t  t h e  S t a r e  park and they 
i n  t u r n  took a c a r  and took us on t o  town. So now t h i s  was a Monday 
morning performance and we came home t h e  same way on Friday n igh t .  

So my f i r s t  year  was l i v i n g  i n  town, g e t t i n g  t h e r e  t h e  b e s t  you can. 
Then my sophomore and jun io r  yea r s  and s e n i o r  years  were p e r f e c t l y  
marvelous, because another  neighbor had an  automobile and w e  drove t o  
town. She was o ld  enough t o  d r i v e  t h e  f i r s t  year  and then  I could 
a s s i s t  t h e  second two years .  So t h i s  was a real e x c i t i n g  experience 
during s l e e t  s torms,  and t h e r e  w a s  t h e  l i t t l e  caravan of people coming 
from t h i s  a r ea ,  and much s l i d i n g  and s l i p p i n g ,  and i f  you go t  i n  t he  
d i t c h ,  someone e l s e  picked you ou t ,  and even tua l ly  you a r r i v e d  a . . . 
Q. There a r e  a l o t  of h i l l s  between he re  and Petersburg.  Aren ' t  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  are h i l l s ,  and very s l e e t l y  h i l l s ,  very  s l i c k .  So, and 
a t  t h a t  po in t ,  you were kind of a p a r t ,  more a p a r t  of t h e  commuting 
a r e a  of the community than  you had been when you l i v e d  i n  town. Following 
high school ,  I went t o  co l l ege ,  one year at MacMurray i n  J acksonv i l l e .  It 
was my f i r s t  yea r  away from home, and I suppose I would have s t a rved  t o  
dea th ,  no matter where I l i v e d  a t  t h a t  po in t .  But I thought I would 
never make the yea r  out  because you admit,  I poss ib ly  was homesick. I 
d i d n ' t  recognize i t  a s  such. 1 was simply hungry because a family t a b l e  
i n  a r u r a l  a r e a  w a s  family s t y l e ,  And you a t e  more than one he lp ing  
than  what you asked f o r .  
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Q. Oh. 

A. The boarding school  type  of s i t u a t i o n .  There was a po r t ion  f o r  
e i g h t  g i r l s  a t  a t a b l e  and you g o t  your p o r t i o n  and t h a t  was i t .  
And I thought I would j u s t  never  make i t .  Keep body and s o u l  t oge the r ,  
but  1 d id .  I got  f a t  on ( laughs)  . . . 
Q. Did you have any chance t o  e a t  i n  between? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There were r e s t r i c t i o n s  on you? 

A.  No, t h e r e  were no r e s t r i c t i o n s  and my roommate and I decided t h a t  
t hese  were Depression yea r s ,  and every penny, you d id  n o t  go uptown 
and e a t ,  because every penny was hard t o  come by. And my roommate 
was a m i n i s t e r ' s  daughter from Petersburg ,  and we were equal ly  hard- 
pressed ,  and so  w e  skenived and thought o f t h e  th ings  t h a t  we could buy. 
The g r e a t e s t  economic r e t u r n .  I mean t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  
economy s i t u a t i o n .  And we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s t a g e  of dec id ing  t h a t  by 
going t o  town and pool ing our  money, we would buy t h e  l a r g e  boxes. 
Now by l a r g e  I mean they were about e ighteen  inches long  and twelve 
incheswideand s i x  deep of d r i e d  prunes. Prunes now, of course,  come 
i n  a paper box, bu t  t h e  box of prunes weighed 25 pounds, and by 
buying a box of prunes,  o r  a p r i c o t s ,  o r  d r i e d  apples ,  bu t  p r imar i ly  
prunes and a p r i c o t s  seemed t o  be more t a s t y .  Apples d i d n ' t  have much 
and by doing t h i s ,  w e  kept body and s o u l  t oge the r ,  and go t  f a t  as p igs .  
So t h a t  w a s  my freshman yeas.  

I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  c a re  f o r  the--I guess I was undisc ip l ined ,  I have always 
been perhaps, and t h a t  w a s  t h e  beginning of  i t .  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  
s e n i o r s  t e l l i n g  me t o  wash t h e i r  hose, and hold t h e  doors  and so on. 
So I d i s l i k e d  Maaur ray .  Now I t h i n k  i t  was, I was d i s l i k i n g  t h e  
weaning away from home. That w a s  t h e  food problem, and I t h i n k  I 
d i s l i k e d  being regimented t o  be t o l d  t o  do something because you 
had a green r ibbon around your neck, which a l l  freshmen did.  J u s t  
t o  be t o l d  a s  a group, you know, "Out of my way, scum." 

Q* Oh. 

A. So, I decided t h e  b e s t  t h ing  t o  do was t o  t r a n s f e r  out  of t h e r e  
as quick a s  I could. So I went t o  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  and t h e r e  
you were quick ly  l o s t  on t h e  campus, and I loved it--and t h e r e ' s  my 
telephone. 

Q. Okay, I ' l l  t u r n  i t  o f f .  Okay, your phone rang and you l e f t  t h e  
Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  t o  answer i t .  Now l e t ' s  go back. 

A. So now w e ' l l  go back t o  t h e  good o l d  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  campus. 
During Depression years ,  no one had any money so  everybody w a s  equa3. 
Nobody needed any money a s  a r e s u l t .  It 's r e a l l y  quite amazing. I# 
no one has  i t ,  no one needs it. While I was a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of 1 
I l l i n o i s ,  I d id  so-cal led l i g h t  housekeeping wi th  t h r e e  o the r  g i r l  
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t h a t  I learned  t o  know. We l i v e d  toge the r  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s ,  and t h e r e  
was usua l ly  t h e  f o u r t h  person wi th  us ,  and t h e  f o u r t h  one t h e r e  never 
seemed t o  s e t t l e  i n  q u i t e  permanently. But t h e  t h r e e  of u s  d i d  l i g h t  
housekeeping toge the r ,  which s a i d  t h a t  when you went t o  school ,  you 
went wi th  a ham and a jar of l a r d ,  and canned tomatoes and peaches 
and so  f o r t h .  Anything t h a t  you could pack i n ,  and t h i s  was a p a r t  
of your l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  One of t h e  g i r l s  l i v e d  down a t  Christman, 
I l l i n o i s ,  which was only f i f t y  m i l e s  away. So we could go t o  h e r  
house on weekends and do t h e  laundry,  and g e t  t h e  eggs t h a t  we would 
need f o r  t h e  week, and co t t age  cheese,  and f r e s h  milk, and a l l  t h i s .  
So Mildred, Mildred Reed who came from F a i r f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and I came 
wi th  t h e  s t a p l e  supp l i e s ,  and Martha Brothers ,  who came from Christman, 
furn ished  t h e  more f r e s h  produce. And, of course,  anytime anyone came 
from home t o  v i s i t ,  t h e r e  was a car load  of t h e  next  group of g roce r i e s .  

Q. Oh. 

A .  So t h i s  i s  how we managed. Then we were at t h e  Univers i ty  of 
I l l i n o i s  a t  t h e  time t h a t  the--the bank Moratorium went on. And t h e r e  
was no money. J u s t ,  you know, i t ' s  an  amazing f e e l i n g  t h a t  when the  
bank c l o s e s ,  and I don ' t  mean a bank, I mean a l l  banks c losed ,  t h e  
s t o r e  doesn ' t  have any money. The people don ' t  have any money, but  
you s t i l l  g e t  a long,  and a . . . 
Q. How? 

A.  Well, t h e r e  were a few n i c k l e s  and dimes i n  pockets ,  and you simply 
pooled and helped each o t h e r  a s  much as you could. The s t o r e  wra te  
c r e d i t ,  and knowing t h a t  you would come through when you could. And 
most people were j u s t  a s  t rus twor thy  and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e  s t o r e s  l o s t  
too much. But t h ings  l i k e  a s t r e e t c a r ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  you d i d n ' t  r i d e  
i t  anymore you walked, because t h e r e  was a token cos t .  And so  t h i s  was 
a real,  a t  t h e  time, I t h i n k  our  pa ren t s  were t e r r i b l y  concerned. They 
f e l t  t h a t  we were s t randed  someplace wi th  no money. And t h e r e  was no 
way f o r  them t o  g e t  anything t o  us ,  because t o  send you a check meant 
nothing. It was j u s t  a p r e t t y  p i ece  of paper.  And back on campus 
th ings  went r i g h t  along, and r e a l l y  t h e r e  i t  w a s  kind of fun. Everybody 
was i n  t h e  same t i g h t  shoe and nobody squeaked. You know, so  i t  was 
j u s t .  That was t h e  Moratorium. 

Well, anyway we graduated ou t  of Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  and so  my 
roommate, we were a l l  t h r e e  of u s  i n  the  school  of home economics. 
And so  my roommate was a good chemistry person, and she  became a 
d i e t i c a n ,  and I became a t eache r  becauae I cou ldn ' t  hack t h e  chemistry 
very wel l .  That j u s t  kind of f l oo red  m e .  F i f t e e n  hours of chemistry 
were g r e a t  s t r u g g l e s  and I got  through, bu t  I never intended t o  do 
anything wi th  i t  a f t e r  I once got  through i t .  And s o  1 came back then  
and taught  h igh  school  at Athens, I l l i n o i s ,  which is j u s t  aga in  back i n  
t h e  home community. I t ' s  j u s t  t o  t h e  east of Petersburg about e i g h t  
miles .  

Q. Due e a s t ?  
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A. I t 's  a small  world community, and I enjoyed i t  very  much. Back 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  t h e r e ' s  always a boy that g e t s  
kind of involved i n  your world. And so  he found himself teaching 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  Greenview, and he  d id  t h a t  one year .  Decided i t  wasn ' t  
h i s  t h ing .  So he  went back and go t  h i s  mas t e r ' s  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of 
I l l i n o i s ,  and a f t e r  I had taught  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  and he had h i s  
mas t e r ' s  we got  married. And s o  now r e a l l y  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  I t h i n k  I 
should go back and say  t h a t  I was i n  t h i s  community through h igh  
school,  and I knew i t  a s  a r u r a l  community a s  home, but  I was [ i n ]  
t h e  h igh  school  and underage. And your pe r spec t ive  is  d i f f e r e n t .  
Then when you l eave  a community f o r  co l l ege ,  you r e a l l y ,  you l o s e  
t r a c k  of people and even t s ,  r e a l l y .  And so  I was gone from t h i s  
community from high  school  y e a r s  on. 

Q. Oh. 

A. Af te r  we were marr ied t h e  moving s t a r t e d ,  and he,  my husband, got 
h i s  doc to ra t e  from Harvard. So our  f i r s t  move was t o  Boston where we 
l i v e d  f o r  two years .  And i n  t h a t  time he go t  h i s  doc to ra t e ,  and I 
spent  a g r e a t  d e a l  of time--no money, newlyweds r i g h t  ou t  of t h e  
Depression had no money. So you walked around Boston and went t o  t h e  
f r e e  conce r t s  and enjoyed every b i t  of i t ,  and dug i n  t h e o l d b o o k  
s t o r e s ,  and spent  a l o t  of t ime down i n  t h e  s t a c k s o f w i d e n e r  Library  
digging out  t h ings  f o r  h i s  papers  t h a t  he  had t o  w r i t e  and so on. 
And cashing the--those were t h e  t imes t h a t  you, you know, when t h e  
paycheck f i r s t  came i n ,  of t h e  month, you went t o  t h e  s t o r e  and bought 
milk. And pa id  t h e  depos i t  on t h e  b o t t l e s ,  because you knew a t  t h e  
end of t h e  month, you were going t o  have t o  cash t h e  b o t t l e s  t o  g e t  
t h e  loa f  of bread t h a t  you needed. Very p e c u l i a r  b u i l t - i n  sav ings ,  
bu t  i n  o the r  words, t h e  money was few and f a r  between. 

We l i v e d  i n  a s tuden t  housing and i t  was kind of a novel experience,  
i n  t h a t  i t  was apartments  t h a t  had been bui l t - - the  apartments had been 
b u i l t  by t h e  p re s iden t  of Harvard, Pres ident  E l l i o t t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
g raduate  s t u d e n t s  were newly marr ied and they were t h e r e  working very 
hard, bu t  they  were n o t  having t h e  r egu la r  home experiences t h a t  would 
be r equ i r ed  of them t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s t r o n g  family r e l a t i o n s h i p .  So, 
P re s iden t  E l l i o t t  solved it by having t h i s  long row of apartments ,  
two s t o r i e s ,  and i n  t h e  basement t h e r e  was a furnace  f o r  every 
apartment.  So t h a t  you look down t h e  row and you could s e e  about 
twenty smal l  furnaces.  One f o r  t h e  downstairs  apartment and s i t t i n g  
immediately t o  t h e  side of it f o r  t h e  u p s t a i r s  apartment.  

And i t  was q u i t e  an  experience,  because I ' d  always l i v e d  i n  a south  
cold a rea ,  and you could always run  t o  t h e  barn wi th  a n i ce  bucket 
of f r e s h  cobs. So a f i r e  was never any problem t o  s t a r t ,  bu t  we moved 
t o  Boston and you burned hard coa l .  And t h e r e  was no k ind l ing  except 
you bought k ind l ing  by t h e  bag f u l l  a t  your grocery s t o r e .  And money 
w a s  hard t o  come by s o  you skimped on t h e  k ind l ing  and t h e  furnace  was 
very  small ,  but  i t  s t i l l  was overs ized  f o r  the  hea t ing  a r e a  becausejyou 
only had t h r e e  rooms, and one furnace.  So you were always t r y i n g  t 
t h r o t t l e  t h e  furnace  down. You s e e ,  o r  you were j u s t  wast ing your 
and you had t o  g e t  your own f u e l .  So i t  was a process  of every mos 
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a l l  those  twenty furnaces  would have gone out  i n  t h e  n igh t .  And s o  
you had t h e s e  young graduate  s t u d e n t s  s t a r t i n g  f i r e s  wi th  next  t o  no 
k ind l ing  wi th  hard coa l .  Now t h i s  g e t s  t o  be ,  if you've never t r i e d  
i t ,  you don' t  r e a l i z e  i t ,  it g e t s  t o  be probably one of t h e  most 
f r u s t r a t i n g  th ings  t h a t  they had ever  had t o  cope with.  

Q. Does i t  just not  ca tch?  

A.  It doesn ' t  catch.  Bard coa l  is--it t a k e s  a high k ind l ing  po in t .  
And i f  you had a bed of  c o a l s  t hen  i t  burns slowly and i t ' s  wonderful, 
bu t  you s e e  f o r  t h e  s i z e  furnace  and t h e  hea t ing  a r e a  you had t o  keep 
it cu t  down anyway. 

Q. So you d i d n ' t  end up wi th  any coa l s?  

A. No, never had any c o a l s  and they were always ou t .  And a l l  t h e s e  
graduate  s t u d e n t s  down t h e r e  wi th  t h e i r  l a r g e  words, bu t  they a l l  s a i d  
t h e  same th ing .  Including--it  j u s t  happened t h a t  we had a m i n i s t e r i a l  
s tudent  above us  and t o  one s i d e  of u s ,  And it was most i n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  were j u s t  a s  good a t  kicking t h e  furnace  a s  anybody 
e l s e .  ( laughs)  But t h i s  w a s  at--Haward i n  Boston [Massachusetts] and 
was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  experience,  and s o  then  . . . 
Q. What was your husband's degree? 

A. H e  got  a Doctorate  i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Economics. 

Q. Oh. 

A. And i t  was--he too  was a n  Ag s tudent .  

Q. Oh. 

A. And count t h e  coming from a farm background on t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  
of t h e  S t a t e .  And so, fol lowing t h e  Narvard experience,  then  he got  
h i s  m a s [ t e r l s ]  . . . o r  doc to ra t e  and he  worked then wi th  t h e  Department 
of Agr icu l ture .  And so  t h e  f i r s t  employment was i n  A t l an t a ,  Georgia. 
So wi th  one Chevy [Chevrolet]  t h a t  had toured  Maine and had h i t  a rock, 
r a t h e r  a major s i z e d  rock, i n  Maine, and i t  was a l l  out  of l i n e  and made 
a p e c u l i a r  squea l ly  noise ,  but w i th  t h e  one rug t h a t  we owned and a l l  
our  possessions i n  t h i s  squea l ing  Chevy . . . 
Q. You sound l i k e  t h e  Oakies. 

A. The Oakies moved t o  At lan ta ,  Georgia (laughs) and then  we r en ted  
an apartment f o r  a while ,  and then  we shared a house wi th  a couple and 
then  we f i n a l l y  went i n t o  another  house; r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from 
Georgia Tech. And we learned  t o  go t o  f o o t b a l l  games t h e  easy way. 
Knowing which doors  you went i n .  And so At lan ta ,  Georgia,  we were 
t h e r e  f o r  f i v e  years. Now during t h i s  time, my husband t r a v e l e d  wi th  
t h e  Department of Agr i cu l tu re  i n  a l l  t h e  Southern, t h e  Southeastern I 

s t a t e s .  And t h e r e  no t  being any c h i l d r e n  and not t oo  much t o  do i n  
an  apartment,  I t r a v e l e d  wi th  him most of t h e  time. While he was 
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working a l l  day, I would go out  i n  t h e  community. So I got t o  know 
t h e  Southeast  p a r t i a l l y  . 
And then  a f t e r  A t l an t a ,  came t h e  war years .  Andhewent i n t o  t h e  navy, 
ask ing  f o r  t h e  l a r g e s t  c r a f t .  You know t h e  navy is  a  very  d ip lomat ic  
th ing .  They g ive  you a  choice of s e r v i c e .  The choice  of  t h e  s i z e  of 
v e s s e l  t h a t  you want t o  s e r v e  on. And s o  he decided t h a t  a  b a t t l e s h i p  
would probably be t h e  b e s t  p ro tec ted .  And then he went on down. t h e  
l i n e .  I t h i n k  he  even chose a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  f i r s t  and then  b a t t l e s h i p  
and so on. But he drew a  duty on P. T. boa ts .  So then  a f t e r  t h e  P. T .  
boa ts  were drawn, we went back t o  Boston f o r  communication school .  So 
we  were i n  Boston t h e  second time, i n  t h e  navy. And then  fol lowing t h a t  
he went overseas and I moved back t o  I l l i n o i s .  Now t h i s  is j u s t  a 
s e r i e s  of moves from h e r e  on. I l i v e d  i n  I l l i n o i s  and my f i r s t  youngster 
was born h e r e  a t  home, he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  whi le  he was . . . 
Q. Spr ing f i e ld?  

A. No, I l i v e d  wi th  my pa ren t s  here .  

Q. On t h e  farm? 

A. In  t h a t  house, yes.  And so  t h e  youngster  was a  year  o l d  be fo re  
J e r r y  came back from s e r v i c e .  Then we moved t o  S t a r k v i l l e ,  Mis s i s s ipp i .  
There we were f o r  a  l i t t l e  while ,  and then  we moved t o  S tonev i l l e ,  
Mis s i s s ipp i .  Now S t a r k v i l l e  is t h e  h i l l  a r e a  of M i s s i s s i p p i  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  edge. 

Q. Oh. 

A .  And h e  w a s  w i th  t h e  Department of Agr i cu l tu re  w i th  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
t he re .  Then we moved t o  t h e  d e l t a  s ec t ion ,  which w a s  S t o n e v i l l e  and 
a very d i f f e r e n t  a r ea .  I t 's  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h a t ' s  under water  now. And 
then  from t h e r e  he moved t o  Washington. Now a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was no 
housing i n  Washington. So t h e  family and I moved back he re  t o  I l l i n o i s  
whi le  he  went t o  Washington t o  f i n d  a p l ace  t o  l i v e ,  and even tua l ly  we 
moved t o  Washington. And then  we moved back t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  and t h e  
second boy was born. 

Q. And where were you t h e r e ?  

A. Then a t  t h a t  po in t ,  we were a t  Leland. And so  then  w e  moved t o  
S c o t t ,  Mis s i s s ipp i .  Now t h e s e  a r e  all Miss i s s ipp i  s t o p s  i n  t h e  d e l t a .  
And a t  t h a t  po in t  he  was then ,  he  had become a  c o t t o n  s p e c i a l i s t  having 
never seen  co t ton .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  on myself as w e l l  a s  him 
because when w e  f i r s t  went from t h e  move from Boston t o  A t l an ta ,  n e i t h e r  
of us ,  midwestern a g r i c u l t u r e  people,  had never seen  a  co t ton  p lan t .  We 
had heard t h a t  t he  co t ton  indus t ry  was i n  economic t roub le .  We had heard 
t h a t  t h e  South was a little b i t  slow i n  developing seed ,  products  and 
s t r a i n s .  

And s o  I sti l l  r e c a l l  t h e  time t h a t  w e  f i r s t  were going down t h e r e  and 
we got  i n t o  Georgia and t h e r e  was some c o t t o n  growing along s i d e  t h e  
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road, i n  a f i e l d .  So we decided s i n c e  t h i s  was going t o  be c o t t o n  
country, we'd ought t o  g e t  a  c l o s e  look a t  t h i s .  So we got  o u t  and 
we looked a t  t h e  c o t t o n  p l an t  and i t  had t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  b i g  creamy 
whi te  blossom on it ,  and t h e  p l a n t  r i g h t  next  t o  i t  had a  pink blossom 
on it. And being, you know, wi th  a d o c t o r a t e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economics, 
i t  was t h e  dec i s ion  not  j u s t  h i s ,  but I chimed i n  j u s t  a s  good, that 
r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  t h a t  should be done would be t o  g e t  some good 
seed developed so t h a t  i t  w a s  a  pure s t r a i n .  This  bus iness  of having 
a  f i e l d  wi th  whi te  blooms and pink blooms, t h a t ' s  j u s t  mixed seed, 
you know, i t ' s  not  r e a l l y  pure bred s t u f f .  And so  we went on down t h e  
road and then about s i x  months l a t e r ,  it c r e p t  through our f e e b l e  
b ra ins  t h a t  a co t ton  p l a n t ,  when t h e  bloom f i r s t  comes ou t  is creamy 
white ,  and a f t e r  f e r t i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  day, i t ' s  s l i g h t l y  pink and 
t h e  second day i t ' s  b r i g h t  pink. So i t  was simply a normal process  f o r  
a  c o t t o n  p l a n t  t o  do. So we learned  t o  s o r t  o f  b i t e  out  tongue and not  
expose our  g r e a t  ignorance. 

Q. But you exposed your ignorance? 

A. No, only t o  ourse lves .  Only t o  ourse lves .  But when you s o r t  of 
l i s t e n e d  and f igu red  ou t ,  we both r e a l i z e d  t h a t  was, you know, we were 
t h e  s t u p i d  ones.  But over  a  per iod of t ime then  he became a  c o t t o n  
s p e c i a l i s t ,  f rornnotknowingthepinkfrornthe whi te  blooms. (Laughs) 
And then  we landed down--back t o  where we were on t h i s  l a s t  move was 
S c o t t ,  Mis s i s s ipp i ,  which was, I mean t h i s  was aga in  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
experience i n  t h a t  Sco t t  is a  company town. Now I had l ived ,a lways  
l i v e d  an ind iv idua l ,  and now you found yourself  l i v i n g  i n  a company 
town. The s t o r e  was owned by t h e  company, t h e  h o s p i t a l s  were owned 
by t h e  company, t h e  d rugs to re ' s  owned by t h e  company, t h e  doc to r ' s  
pa id  by t h e  company, t h e  houses a r e  owned by t h e  company, and when 
you work f o r  t h e  company you t a k e  t h e  house t h a t  is ass igned  you. 
And when you are no longer  working t h e r e  o r  forced t o  r e t i r e ,  you have 
t o  move out  of t h e  house because t h e  company owns i t .  It was a  very 
agreeable  s i t u a t i o n ,  bu t  i t  was a very d i f f e r e n t  experience than  being 
an i n d i v i d u a l  homeowned s i t u a t i o n .  You were a  p a r t  of t h e  company. 
You were company proper ty .  

Q. What d id  t h e  town look  l i k e ?  

A.  It w a s  a  very  p l easan t  b u s i n e s s l i k e  town. 

Q. It wasn't  j u s t  one house r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  l i k e  i n  t h e  coa l  a r e a s ?  

A. No. No, i t ' s  n o t  t h a t  because t h e  houses had been b u i l t  one by one 
a s  t h e  needs were. Now they w e r e  no t  planned, bu t  t he  ca rpen te r  t h a t  
b u i l t  t h i s  house would do h i s  t h ing ,  and then  maybe next  year  another  
ca rpen te r  would be c a l l e d  i n  o f f  of the place. Now t h e r e  were t h i r t e e n  
thousand a c r e s  i n  t h i s  p l a n t a t i o n .  It was d iv ided  up i n t o  nine d i f f e r e n t  
u n i t s ,  and each u n i t  had i ts  own s t o r e ,  but  then  you came toge the r  i n  
t h i s ,  i n  S c o t t  as t h e  main cen te r .  The o f f i c e s  were the re .  Now thgs  
company was r e a l l y  owned by, and t h i s  was aga in ,  a f a r  o f f  ownership i n  
t h a t  dur ing  World War I t h e  English co t ton  m i l l s  were having t roub lp  
g e t t i n g  co t ton  f o r  t h e i r  sp inning  m i l l s .  So t h e  f i n e  sp inne r s  and , 
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doublers ,  which was t h e  name of t h e  c o t t o n  concern, thought,  "Well 
now w e ' l l  j u s t  p lay  i t  r e a l  smart. We can ' t  g e t  t h i s  c o t t o n  from 
Egypt t h a t  we've been using,  w e ' l l  go over t o  America. They r a i s e  
a l o t  of co t ton ,  and w e ' l l  j u s t  buy u s  some c o t t o n  land, ' '  which they 
did.  And then  even t h e  English made mistakes because they found t h a t  
America r a i s e s  a s h o r t  s t a p l e  co t ton ,  and t h e i r  m i l l s  would only handle 
long s t a p l e  co t ton .  So i t  d i d n ' t  work out  t o  t h e i r  m i l l  advantage, bu t  
i t  became a long term investment f o r  them. So t h i s  company was owned 
by t h e  English concern, and once a year  they  would send a committee 
over f o r  observing t h e i r  investment.  So you r e a l l y  were a company, a 
p i ece  of proper ty ,  i n  a sense ,  and t h i s  was kind of d i f f e r e n t .  

And I guess t o  t h i s ,  I d i d n ' t  adapt very  w e l l ,  and one of our--one of 
my problems w a s  t h a t  I could not  become a name, and so  t h i s  i s  a p a r t  
of my l a c k  of regimentat ion.  It showed up back i n  c o l l e g e  and now I 
can see it ,  you see .  A t  t h e  t ime I wasn ' t  see ing  i t ,  and I could no t  
s e e  my two boys becoming D r .  Sayre ' s  sons. I f e l t  t h a t  they should be 
people,  and they  weren't  becoming people,  and so  a long  over  t h e  per iod  
of t ime, my husband had kind of developed i n  one d i r e c t i o n  and 1 had 
developed i n  another .  And so from S c o t t  i t  was a mutually ag reeab le  
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we d iv ided  t h e  household, and he s tayed  i n  Sco t t  and 
went on t o ,  oh h e ' s  been p re s iden t  of  t h e  c o t t o n  c a s t l e ,  and he now 
l ivesinGreeawoood,  and i s  i n  charge of a c o t t o n  compress and expor t ing  
company. 

And t h e  boys and I moved back t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  The youngest one w a s  
four  and t h e  o l d e r  one was then  i n  t h i r d  grade. You s e e  t h e  o l d e r  one 
s t a r t e d  school  i n  Mis s i s s ipp i ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had seen a book 
be fo re  and t h a t  he knew t h e  f r o n t  from t h e  back and he could t e l l  when 
the  p i c t u r e s  were upside down. They put him i n  the second grade,  and 
Richard had some problems i n  school  because of t h e  motor s k i l l s  t h a t  
had no t  developed. Academically he got  a long  a l l  r i g h t ,  but  motor 
s k i l l w i s e ,  Richard had some problems. And so i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  he had 
t h e  adjustment o f ,  w e l l  he  never did--the w r i t i n g  w a s  a problem. And 
h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s o l v e  i t  u n t i l  h e  go t  i n t o  t h e  typing s i t u a t i o n ,  bu t  
anyway t h a t ' s  bes ide  the po in t ,  So t h e  boys then  and 1 grew up. W e  
wanted t o  come back near  homebase wi th  parents .  I f e l t  t h e  need f o r  
consul t ing  i n  ca se  of emergencies, bu t  I d id  not  f e e l  t h a t  i t  was fa i r  
t o  t h e  boys t o  be r a i s e d  wi th  grandparents ,  and most of a l l ,  I d id  not  
f e e l  i t  w a s  f a i r  f o r  grandparents  t o  have t o  r a i s e  a second brood. So 
we l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  which i s  e ighteen  m i l e s  away. And on weekends 
we drove back and f o r t h  t o  v i s i t  wi th  g randfa the r  and grandmother i f  
t h a t  was, I mean i f  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a Koury League game o r  something 
going on. 

Q. Koury League? 

A. Basebal l  f o r  t h e  k ids .  

Q. Like L i t t l e  League? 

A.  L i t t l e  League only Koury League t a k e s  them younger. 

Q. Oh. 
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A. And then  i f  t h e y ' r e  good, they go on t o  L i t t l e  League and s o  on. 

Q. I s e e .  

A. And so  t h a t  was why, I mean I moved back t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  Now we 
l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  boys graduated out  of high school ,  and a t  t h a t  
po in t  my pa ren t s  were beginning t o  need some a s s i s t a n c e  hea l thwise  
and phys i ca l ly ,  a phys i ca l  a s s i s t a n c e .  My dad had had a r e a l  bad 
h e a r t  a t t a c k ,  oh f i f t e e n  yea r s  back t h a t  was so lv ing  h i s  problem. 
Mother had a major s t r o k e  and wore o u t  wi th  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  
nurs ing  home, and both of my pa ren t s  had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  they d i d  not 
want t o  j u s t  become vegetab les .  

A. They d i d n ' t  want t o  j u s t  s t a y  a l i v e  f o r  s t ay ing  a l i v e .  They 
wanted t o  be a t  home i f  they  could and l i v e  a s  much as they could. 
And so  wi th  t h e  k i d s  through co l l ege  o r  through high school  and both 
kind of away, t h i s  seemed l i k e  t h e  l o g i c a l  move f o r  me. Excuse me. 
( c l e a r s  t h r o a t )  And so  I moved back he re  t o  t h i s  house. And became 
a p r a c t i c a l  nu r se  f o r  about s i x  months. 

Q. For both of your . . , 
A.  For mother. 

Q. J u s t  your mother. 

A. And then  s h e  passed away and aga in Imade  t h e  move because I f e l t  
t h a t  wi th  Daddy--Mother was going t o  go f i r s t  because of he r  condi t ion .  
It j u s t  couldn ' t  have gone on f o r  j u s t  too t e r r i b l y  long,  and I f e l t  
t h a t  with h i s  h e a r t  condi t ion ,  he could not  have l i v e d  he re  by h imsel f ,  
and so  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  he probably would be h e r e  f o r  another  couple 
years .  But when she  d ied  he j u s t  q u i t  t r y i n g  and i n  six months he  was 
gone too.  But by t h a t  t ime I had made t h e  move and so I am back home. 
Now do you want t o  cu t  t h a t  f o r  a while  and w e ' l l  . . . 
Q. I t h i n k  we b e t t e r  because we're  just about ou t  of t ape  too,  and 
we can rest a minute. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. Mrs. Sayre, can you t e l l  m e  about  your f a t h e r ' s  fami ly  and your 
mother 's family.  You s a i d  t h a t  your f a t h e r  was farming t h i s  farm, 
but  he had come from Pleasant  P l a ins .  This  farm belonged t o  h i s  
f a t h e r  and he  had come from Pleasant  P l a ins .  

A .  Well, does it make any d i f f e r e n c e  which one? Is it a l l  r i g h t  t a  
go t o  my f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t ?  Well, he  was one of f i v e  boys. There were 
no g i r l s  i n  t h e  family. They were a farm family l i v i n g  j u s t  e a s t  of 
P leasant  P l a ins ,  and had l i v e d  on t h a t  farm which was great-grandfatlher 's  
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farm. It is  now one of t h e  Centennial  farms so-cal led t h a t  has  been 
picked ou t  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  because i t ' s  s t i l l  being farmed by t h e  same 
family. 

Q. Who has  i t  now? 

A. A S c o t t  I rwin  l i v e s  i n  t h e  house on t h e  s i t e  and i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  
being farmed by h i s  son John Irwin.  So John l i v e s  j u s t  e a s t  and t h i s  
is a l l  e a s t  of P leasant  P l a ins .  

Q. Oh, 

A.  Now a t  t h e  time, my g randfa the r ' s  name was Harry Irwin,  and t h e  
family was a l l  cen tered  i n  t h a t  a r e a  from great-grandfather  on down. 
There 's  a small  cemetery j u s t  e a s t  of C l a y v i l l e  c a l l e d  t h e  Irwin 
Cemetery, and t h i s  is where grea t -grandfa ther  and h i s  pa ren t s ,  and 
b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  were mostly buried.  So t h i s  was t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  Irwin t r i b e  s h a l l  w e  c a l l  i t .  

Q. Is t h e  great-grandfather  t h a t  you r e f e r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  I rwin t o  come 
t o  I l l i n o i s ?  

A .  I would have t o  look t h a t  up i n  t h e  . . . 
Q. But i t  is  t h e  fami ly  you're  t a l k i n g  about? 

A.  Yes, yes ,  g rea t -grandfa ther ,  I t h i n k  he came i n  around 1830 something. 
But I would have t o  check though. 

Q. He s e t t l e d  on t h a t  land? 

A. Right .  

Q. The l and  by Pleasant  P l a i n s  i s  t h e  land t h a t  he f i rs t  had when he 
f i r s t  came t o  I l l i n o i s ?  

I 
A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. And t h e  fami ly  s t i l l  l i v e s  t h e r e ?  And your f a t h e r  was r a i s e d  there?  

A. Yes, my f a t h e r  was r a i s e d  t h e r e ,  but  a s  is  n a t u r a l  wi th  f a m i l i e s  o r  
i n  n a t u r e  a s  t h e  brood matures i t  d i spe r se s .  So grandfa ther  l i v e d  t h e r e  
and t h e  o l d e s t  boy was t o l d  i n  those  days--boys do not  choose--they were 
t o l d  t h a t  he would become a lawyer. So he  was s e n t  t o  Ann Arbor. 
Graduated a s  a lawyer and s e t t l e d  back i n t o  Spr ingf ie ld .  There he 
served as county judge i n  1933 t o  1935, a long i n  t he re .  H i s  family 
s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  h i s  daughter.  So t h i s  w a s  t h e  d i s p e r s a l  
of t h e  o l d e s t  son. The next  son--there was land purchased i n  Iowa and 
Uncle Clyde was sen t  t o  Iowa t o  farm t h a t  farm. 

Q. Who had purchased t h a t  land? 

A .  Grandpa, Grandpa Irwin. 
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Q. H i s  f a t h e r ?  

A. His f a t h e r  had purchased i t ,  and i t  was a more o r  l e s s  a c o a l i t i o n  
between t h e  f a t h e r ,  Grandfather  I rwin and t h e  w i f e ' s  fa the t - -h is  name 
was Boynton--and so  s i n c e  they were members of--the two households 
were combined. They went t o  Iowa and w a s  t h e r e  t h r e e  o r  fou r  years .  
I r e a l l y  am a l i t t l e  hazy on how long they l i v e d  the re .  But t h a t  was 
a l i t t l e  f a r  away and t h e  farm was a l i t t l e  hard t o  manage, and t h e r e  
was another  farm a v a i l a b l e  near  Edinburg, I l l i n o i s .  So Aunt D e l l  and 
Uncle Clyde r en ted  a box ca r .  

Q.  A t r a i n  box c a r ?  

A.  A t r a i n  box c a r  and pu t  t h e i r  ho r se s  i n  one end wi th  t h e  implements 
and t h e  household goods and t h e  two c h i l d r e n  on t h e  o the r  end, and they 
moved back from Iowa i n  t h a t .  

Q. Right on t h e  t r a i n .  J u s t  go t  of f  on t h e  s i d i n g .  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  ( laughs) They r o l l e d  i n  and they had t h e  c a t ,  t h e  
dogs, t h e  horses ,  t h e  implements, everything.  

Q. Was t h a t  common? 

A.  Yes, I t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  it--because how e l s e  could you t a k e  a s  
goodof c a r e  of your l i ves tock .  Now of course  he s o l d  ou t  most h i s  
l i ves tock ,  but h i s  horses  which were the--I mean it was l i k e  br inging  
a t r a c t o r ,  you d i d n ' t  do away wi th  your horses .  That was h i s  source of 
power. I don ' t  remember about: t h e  o l d  cow and the hogs and s t u f f .  I 
don ' t  t h i n k  they  came. But t h e  ho r ses  and t h e  implements, and t h i s  was 
t h e  way of moving t h e  whole th ing .  Ins tead  of a t ruckload  why you were 
sens ib l e .  So they  moved back. Now this was a d i s p e r s a l  t h a t  re turned  
but  went t o  Edinburg. Daddy was t h e  next  one, and--in line--and t h e r e  
was t h i s  farm h e r e  t h a t  Grandfather  owned. That w a s  320 a c r e s  which 
r e a l l y  came t o  him through my Grandmother I rwin  because her  family,  t h e  
P o t t e r s  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and which was a p a r t  of he r  i nhe r i t ance .  
She r e a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p l ace  from he r  pa ren t s .  And s o  Daddy was s e n t  
down here t o  farm t h i s  one. The youngest of t h e  two boys s tayed a t  home 
and s t i l l  farmed i n  P leasant  P l a i n s .  

Q. Now what were t h e i r  names? 

A. All r i g h t ,  S c o t t  I rwin i s  t h e  one t h a t  l i v e s  i n  t h e  house t h a t  I 
mentioned. He  i s  the re .  Then t h e  youngest one, George I rwin ,  l i v e d  
ad jacent  t o  him. The house j u s t  west of t h e  Sco t t  I rwin house, but  
during Depression yea r s ,  Uncle George became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and 
d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  a r ea .  Sold  his farm and moved t o  southern  
I l l i n o i s  on another  farm. P r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i v e s t o c k  product ion 

Q. What county is  t h a t  i n  o r  what town? 

A. I t 's near  Salem. Iuka is  t h e  name of t h e  town. I-U-K-A. I s n ' t  
t h a t  a funny name? Iuka. And because he was r e a l l y  p r imar i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  
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a t  t h a t  po in t  i n  l i v e s t o c k  t h e  land i n  t h e  P leasant  P l a i n s  a r e a  is 
r e a l l y  more product ive.  I t 's  more of a g r a i n  base type  farming, 
t h e  broken a r e a  Uncle Sco t t  had acquired i n  t h e  t r ad ing .  

Q. Broken a rea?  

A. Pas tu re  land.  The r o l l i n g  land.  The p a s t u r e  land.  

Q. Tha t ' s  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  land? 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  That ' s  r i g h t .  And s o  t h i s  then  exp la ins  why my dad 
was i n  Menard County. This  was a p a r t  of my grandmother's i nhe r i t ance .  
It was then  i n  my g randfa the r ' s  name, of course,  and t h i s  was a way 
s e t t i n g  your son i n t o  a bus iness ,  and farming was the bus iness  of t h e  
whole family. 

Q. Oh. 

A. From both, I mean both my Grandmother I rw in ' s  people and my 
Grandfather ~ r w i n ' s  people.  

Q. Oh. 

A. So t h a t ' s  why Daddy w a s  here .  Now my mother 's  people were b a s i c a l l y  
farm people from h e r  mother 's s i d e .  They always l i v e d  n o r t h  of  Pe tersburg .  
Mother's people were--her mother 's f o l k s  were kind of an i n t e r e s t i n g  group 
of folks i n  t h a t  they had a g r e a t  d e a l  of musical  a b i l i t y  i n  t h e i r  house- 
hold. It was not  t r a i n e d ,  j u s t  i n  them. It j u s t  had t o  come ou t .  Now 
t h i s  i s  my mother 's  mother 's  people t h a t  I'm no t  t a l k i n g  about .  This  
w a s  t h e  Watkins, Sam Watkins family.  Well t o  begin wi th  P e t e r  McCue, 
which was a racehorse,  and Grandfa ther ' s  boys loved racehorses ,  but  
Grandfather was determined t h a t  they  would n a t  become t h e  depraved 
fo l lowers  of t h e  racehorse,  t h e  music. These th ings  i n  those  days were 
ap t  t o  p u l l  your boys i n t o  t h e  bad channels.  And s o  he moved and 
s e l e c t e d  a l i v i n g  s i t e  n o r t h  of Petersburg which was q u i t e  a ways from 
town--eight miles--and you d i d n ' t  do t h i s  e a s i l y  by horseback, you see .  
So t h i s  kept  h i s  family i n  t h e  r u r a l  wholesome s e t t i n g .  

Q. They had l i v e d  i n  Petersburg? 

A. No. 

Q. They l i v e d  nea re r  t o  Petersburg.  

A. Petersburg-I'msaying no r th  of Petersburg because t h a t  would have 
been t h e i r  base.  Th i s  is where they  came from, Now my great-grandmother-- 
h i s  wife--1 knew because s h e  l i v e d  t o  be q u i t e  e l d e r l y  and d id  no t  d i e  
u n t i l  I was up i n  h igh  school .  So I d id  know my great-grandmother, and 
knew th ings  from h e r  and th ings  t h a t  she r e c a l l e d  a s  a youngster .  But 
my mother's--now t h i s  is  my mother 's  people,  from he r  mother 's  s ide ,  
and they were t h e  musicians.  

Q. L e t ' s  back up and t a l k  about what you remember from your great-grandmother. 
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A. Great-grandmother? Great-grandmother Watkins, Mary Watkfns, 
she  was r a i s e d  i n  t h a t  same gene ra l  a rea .  She came i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
a s lone  of t h e  p ioneer  people.  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  she  t a lked  about 
t h a t  always made such an impression and we were t a l k i n g  about wind a 
whi le  ago i n  t h i s  a r ea .  She d i d n ' t  l i k e  wind and a s  a n  o l d e r  woman, 
she would complain about,  "Oh, I wish t h a t  wind would q u i t  blowing." 
And one day I s a i d ,  "Grandmother" o r  "Great-grandmother, why does t h e  
wind bother  you?" She s a i d ,  "Oh, I d i s l i k e d  it a s  a c h i l d ,  because 
when my family moved he re  we  broke t h e  p r a i r i e  out  of t h e  p r a i r i e  sod, 
and t h e  men a l l  had t o  do t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  work wi th  t h e  breaking plow." 
Th i s  was a hand walking plow e f f e c t  w i th  a team of oxen and t h e  man 
phys i ca l ly  holding the  plow i n t o  t h e  ground. Do you know a walking 
plow? 

Q. Y e s .  1 know i t .  

A .  And t h i s  is r e a l  phys ica l  exe rc i seand  so . . . 
Q. Did you ever  s e e  a walking plow? 

A .  Oh yes .  

Q. Are they l a r g e ?  

A. No. 

Q. The e f f o r t  comes from holding i t  i n t o  t h e  ground? 

A. Into t h e  ground. Y e s .  Because of t h e  tough r o o t s ,  the  po in t  of 
t h e  plow has  a tendency t o  want t o  r i d e  up ou t  of t h e  ground, and t h e  
man has  t o  keep i t  poin ted  down s o  t h a t  a s  t h e  team of horses  o r  oxen 
p u l l  i t  through, i t  s t a y s  i n t o  t h e  ground in s t ead  of r i d i n g  on top of 
t he  ground. You s e e  t h e  course of least r e s i s t a n c e  was f o r  i t  t o  f l o a t  
on top.  And, bu t  anyway t h e  men i n   rea at-grandmother's family d id  t h i s .  
The boys were charged w i t h  breaking the  c lods  up wi th  a hoe. Now t h i s  
is i n  p repa ra t ion  of p l an t ing .  

Q. They followed t h e  man wi th  t h e  plow? 

A.  Right ,  chopping t h e  c lods .  Then Great-grandmother a s  a nine year  
o ld  youngster,  g i r l ,  s h e  was charged with h e r  s i s t e r s  i n  dropping t h e  
corn by hand. Now t h i s  is t h e  family e n t e r p r i s e ;  t h e  men breaking i t  
up, the boys chopping t h e  c lods ,  and the  g i r l s  dropping t h e  corn. She 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  wind because working on t h e  p r a i r i e ,  t h e  wind would blow 
so hard t h a t  t h e  long s k i r t s  would bea t  ac ros s  t h e  back of he r  l e g s  u n t i l  
they a c t u a l l y  b led .  Now you can s e e  t h i s  was t h e  chapping, t h e  wind 
drying p l u s  t h e  cold and j u s t  t h e  p l a i n  t a t t e r i n g  e f f e c t  of t h e  s k i r t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  l e g s .  But t h i s  was t h e  p l a n t i n g o f c o r n .  

Now she  a l s o  would t e l l  of t h ings ,  t h e i r  food h a b i t s ,  and she  r a i s e d  
her  family. Now t h i s  i s  a s  a grown wornan. The th ing  t h a t  t h e  ch i ld ren  
loved most--there were e i g h t  of them, she had e i g h t  ch i ldren- - i t  wag 



J e a n e t t e  Sayre l6 I 
c a l l e d  thickened milk. Now t h i s  sounds p e r f e c t l y  t e r r i b l e ,  bu t  I 
have ea t en  h e r  product and I ' v e  e a t e n  my grandmother 's product and 
i t  was d e l i c i o u s .  It was t h e  f e s h  milked product.  The animal hea t  was 
s t i l l  i n  t h e  milk. You s e n t  t h e  boys t o  t h e  barn f a r  t h e  f i r s t  bucket 
of milk, and they brought i t  back. This  is whole warm milk. It goes 
i n t o  t h e  k e t t l e  over  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  f i r e .  The b ig  k e t t l e .  Then i n  t h e  
meantime she  has  taken f l o u r  wi th  a l i t t l e  s a l t  i n  i t ,  moistened i t  
s l i g h t e l y  and rubbed i t  i n  h e r  hands so  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a v a r i a t i o n  of 
t e x t u r e  w i th in  t h i s  f l o u r .  Some i s  s t i l l  f i n e ,  some is middle f i n e ,  
and some is  kind of knobbly l i k e  a round noodle. And you r o l l  t h i s  
i n  your hands. Then a s  soon as t h e  boys would come i n  wi th  t h e i r  
f r e s h  milk,  you put  i t  i n t o  t h e  b i g  k e t t l e  and s t i r r e d  t h i s  th ickening  
i n  it. And t h i s  was t h e  supper d i s h  f o r  t h e  whole family,  thickened 
milk. And i t  was served wi th  cream i f  you p r e f e r r e d ,  nutmeg, o r  a l l s p i c e .  

Q. How t h i c k  d id  i t  get?  

A. It w a s  a cons is tency  much l i k e  you would say a chowder today. I f  
you would e a t  a normal chowder. And it was no t  pas ty  and i t  cooked 
slowly and i t  was e x c e l l e n t  i n  f l a v o r .  Now you c a n ' t  make i t  today 
with pas t eu r i zed  milk. A t  l e a s t  I c a n ' t  . . . 
Q. You have t o  have your own cow. 

A. You have t o  have, because I have t r i e d  i t  wi th  modern milk,  
pas teur ized ,  and i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  f l a t e s t ,  i c k i e s t ,  s t u f f  imaginable. But 
wi th  th i s - -a l so  I: t h i n k  you would have t o  consider  t h e  ruggedness, t h e  
hard work, t h e  coldness  of t h e  outdoor c l ima te  and t h e  ch i ld ren ,  bu t  a 
b i g  k e t t l e  of thickened mi lk  was t h e  evening supper.  She made hominy 
r egu la r ly .  

Q. Do you know how she  . . . 
A. Grandmother Sayre made hominy. I make hominy j u s t  because i t ' s  a 
cur ious  th ing  t o  do. 

Q. How do you do i t ?  

A .  To begin you have--you have t h e  b e s t  hominy product i f  you have 
whi te  corn. 

Q. Oh. What kind of corn would you buy today, t o  make i t  with? You 
know what kind of seed,  corn would you g e t  t o  make t h e  . , . 
A. Well, be l i eve  i t  o r  no t  t h e r e  was a man came t o  Lincoln Memorial Garden 
a couple of yea r s  ago and s a i d  t h a t  he had some hominy seed ,  and I thought 
he  was j u s t  r e a l l y  . . . 
Q. It sounds l i k e  he was p u t t i n g  you on. 

A. Yes. P u t t i n g  me on f o r  su re .  I s a i d ,  "Oh s u r e ,  su re .  I always p l a n t  
hominy seed." And he s a i d ,  "No, I mean hominy seed." So he s e n t  me some 
and I had some On t h e  back porch. I ' l l  show you he re  because I ' m  going t o  
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p l a n t  some a s  soon a s  I can g e t  a spo t  t o  put  i t  i n  out  t he re .  It is  
a f l a t  wide kerneled whi te  corn t h a t  has  a th inne r  husk on i t .  I don ' t  
mean t h e  shuck, I mean t h e  husk on t h e  kerne l .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. And i t ' s  a f l a t  wide kernel, and on t h e  corn t h a t  he gave m e  f o r  
hominy seed, i t  was an eight-rowed corn. Now t h i s  is a fewer number 
of rows of kerne ls .  

Q. Clear around t h e  whole cob, i t ' s  only got  e i g h t  rows? 

A. On t h e  length ,  yes ,  yes.  

Q. Clear  around? 

A.  Clear  around, yes.  You know, of course,  t h a t  corn e x i s t s  on t h e  
e a r  i n  p a i r s .  There 's  always a n  even number. So you have e i t h e r  e i g h t  
row o r  t e n  row corn, and it: i s  t h e  number of rows--if you break t h e  e a r  
s t r a i g h t  ac ros s  so t h a t  you have a d i sk ,  then  you can count t h e  rows. 
Well you s t a r t  w i th  t h e  hominy corn,  and i t  p re fe rab ly  should be white .  
You can make i t  out  of yellow, but  wh i t e ' s  bes t .  Then you b o i l  i t  i n  
l y e  water ,  and t h i s  loosens t h e  husk, and t h i s  all--you can stir it and 
you can t e l l  t h a t  t h e  husk is  coming of f  t h e  ind iv idua l  kerne l ,  and what 
you ' re  doing i s  t ak ing  t h e  j acke t  of f  of t h e  bundle of s t a r c h  which the  
corn is,  and then  a f t e r  you b o i l  t h i s  i n  t h e  l y e  water-- i t  t akes  about 
a ha l f  an hour t o  a n  hour depending on i f  you soaked i t  and so  on. 

Q. Soaked i t ?  

A. I mean i f  you soaked t h e  corn a l i t t l e  b i t  ahead of t ime you don' t  
have t o  cook i t  as long. 

Q. I n  p l a i n  water  o r  i n  t h e  l y e  water? 

A .  No, i n  t h e  l y e  water .  Then you r i n s e  i t ,  and you r i n s e  i t ,  and you 
r i n s e  i t .  Washing o f f  t h i s  husk, and a t  t h e  bottom of every g r a i n  
t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  b lack  kind of an  eye l i k e  on t h e  ke rne l ,  and you ' re  
c a r e f u l  t o  wash t h i s  o f f ,  and t h i s  is  hominy then  when you ' re  through 
with much r i n s i n g  t o  remove t h e  lye .  

Q. Okay. Now l e t ' s  back up a l i t t l e  b i t  a l l  r i g h t .  How d id  your 
grandmothers do i t ?  In  t h e  house, o u t s i d e  t h e  house? 

A. I n  a b i g  o l d  b lack  k e t t l e  out  over  a f i r e .  

Q. Outside? 

A. Outside. 

Q. And where'd they  g e t  t h e  l y e ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t  you would make your own l y e .  
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Q. F r o m . .  . 
A, Early.  My great-grandmother would have made h e r  own lye .  My 
grandmother would have bought i t  i n  a Lewis l y e  can . . . 
Q. Oh. 

A, . . . and l y e  is  e x t r a c t e d  from wood ashes ,  and t h e  wood a sh  is  
put  i n  a hopper, water  is c a r e f u l l y  poured over i t ,  i n  measured 
quan t i t y .  You don ' t  j u s t  pour water  over i t ,  bu t  you measure and l e t  
i t  f i l t e r  through t h e s e  wood ashes.  

Q. You have so much water .  I t 's  l i k e  a r ec ipe .  

A. I t ' s  l i k e  a r ec ipe .  

Q. Okay. 

A. And depending on t h e  q u a l i t y  of t he  wood ashes ,  and the kind, bu t  
t h i s  is a--but you pour t h e  water  through and ca t ch  t h e  f i l t e r e d  l i q u i d  
t h a t  comes through the wood ash ,  and you repeat t h i s ,  pouring i t  through 
again.  

Q. The same water?  

A. The same water  and by doing t h i s ,  you concent ra te  . . . 
Q. Oh. 

A.  . . . t h e  l ye .  You keep soaking more l y e  out of t h e  wood ashes ,  
and then  when i t  becomes s t rong  enough--I do not  know t h i s  p a r t  of i t  
because I 've never made i t ,  but they always s a i d  t h a t  when i t  was 
s t rong  enough t o  f l o a t  an  egg, i t  w a s  s t rong  enough t o  be used f o r  
soap making o r  l y e  making, I mean o r  hominy making. It was then  lye .  

Q. Oh. 

A. And I suppose you can  get--other people had o the r  methods of t e s t i n g  
t h e  lye .  But Grandmother made hominy. They of course ,  lived--a main 
s t a y  was t h e  meal t h a t  they  took t h e i r  co rn  t o  t h e  m i l l ,  and had i t  
ground f o r  cornmeal, and mush was a main s t a y  f o r  a supper meal, and 
t h i s  is  simply water wi th  a cornmeal s t i r r e d  i n  and cooked slowly 
u n t i l  i t ' s  r e a l l y  thoroughly cooked. I t 's  no t  a s t a r c h y  pas ty  product.  
I t ' s  w e l l  cooked and you eat i t  hot  w i t h  b u t t e r  o r  brown sugar .  This 
was another  evening meal. And then,  of course,  you mold t h i s  and use  i t  
f o r  f r i e d  mush f o r  o t h e r  meals i f  you care t o .  

Q. Make a ba tch  big enough t o  keep i t .  How d i d  you--what d i d  you mold 
it in? 

A .  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know what Grandmother used, butmy mother always used, 
I mean w e  made mush always too ,  and i t  was usua l ly  a f l a t  bread pan 
type  shape. Something t h a t ' s  f l a t  and then  you could c u t  i t  i n t o  s l i c e s .  
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Sometimes you molded i t  i n  a crock, bu t  t h i s  has  a round bottom and 
gave you an i r r e g u l a r  shaped p i e c e  which was not  considered q u i t e  a s  
d e s i r a b l e  a s  a square  cu t .  

Q* Oh. 

A. A mush was commonly used wi th  here--one of t h e  th ings  when we 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  South, I met of course,  hominy g r i t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
and i t ' s  kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t he  comparison--now most of our  fore-  
f a t h e r s  came through t h e  southern  upper t i e r  of states--Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Vi rg in ia .  I mean t h i s  i s  the--and so  cornmeal was important ,  
bu t  we never were f a r  enough south  f o r  hominy g r i t s  t h a t  you f i n d  i n  
Georgia, Alabama, Mis s i s s ipp i .  

Q. Oh. 

A. Phone again.  [Telephone r i n g s ]  

Q. Okay. L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  hominy making. You were t e l l i n g  me  
t h a t  your grandmother made i t  outdoors .  

A.  My great-grandmother. 

Q. Your grand--great-grandmother. 

A. My great-grandmother would have made i t  outdoors ,  

Q. And t h a t  was your great-grandmother Watkins? 

A.  Watkins, great-grandmother Watkins. 

Q. Did your grandmother make i t ?  What was h e r  name? 

A.  My grandmother w a s  Nettie, of J e a n e t t e ,  hence my J e a n e t t e ,  Watkins 
Thompson. When she  was marr ied s h e  moved i n t o  Petersburg,  and processes  
change when you move i n t o  town from t h e  r u r a l  a r e a .  Also t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  t i m e  span here.  So I do not  r e c a l l  t h a t  my grand- 
mother Thompson ever  made hominy that I knew o f .  

Q. When would she  have moved t o  Petersburg? Do you have any idea?  

A .  A t  t h e  t ime t h a t  she was marr ied,  and oh, I don ' t  remember. I w i l l  
look t h i s  up f o r  you i f  you want. 

Q. Okay. 

A .  I do not know. 

Q. Okay. So she came from t h e  farm, moved t o  Petersburg.  

A. Right,  and married an--I'm o f f  of t h e  hominy s t o r y  now. 

Q, Tha t ' s  okay. We'll  g e t  back t o  it. 
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A .  L e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  hominy j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  because--and f i n i s h  
t h a t  one up because a c t u a l l y  t h e  process  t h a t  my great-grandmother 
would have used would have been i n  an  outdoor s i t u a t i o n  because of t h e  
hea t  and the  problems of r i n s i n g  t h e  l y e  o f f .  Now when you ' re  working 
wi th  l y e  water  you have t o  have a good d i s p o s a l  system of some kind. 
So she  would have done i t  o u t s i d e  near a water  supply. Like near  the  
sp r ing  o r  someplace t h a t  you could l e t  t h e l y e w a t e r  g e t  away because 
t h i s  is bad f o r  t h e  s k i n  and so on. K i l l s  p l a n t s  and whatnot. So 
she  would have done i t  because t h e  problem of lye--hominy making is a 
water supply. Now when Grandmother Sayre--now t h i s  w a s  my husband's 
people--she made hominy i n  t h e  house on--and I have been t h e r e  when 
she  d id  it. A t  t h a t  po in t  she  was using a c o a l  s tove ,  and she bo i l ed  
t h e  hominy on t h e  c o a l  s tove .  Now we're g e t t i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  my 
great-grandmother used a b i g  o l d  b l ack  k e t t l e  over a bond f i r e  f o r  long 
cooking and water  supply. Now my mother 's  generation--which was my 
husband's mother--made i t  on a coa l  s tove ,  and i n  h e r  home, and i n  h e r  
k i t chen  when she  was doing t h i s  t h e  water  was pumped wi th  a handpump 
i n  t h e  s i n k  a t  t h e  corner  of t h e  k i tchen .  

Q. A wooden s ink?  

A.  No, t h i s  was a--her's was not  a wooden s ink .  This  was a l a t e r  one. 
It was an enameled s ink .  

Q. Oh. 

A. But a kind not  b u i l t  i n .  There w a s  no covers  around it.  It was 
j u s t  a s i n k  t h a t  hung on t h e  wa l l  wi th  a handpump a t  t h e  end. And so  she 
would b o i l  i t  on t h e  c o a l  s t o v e  and r i n s e  i t  i n  t h e  s ink  wi th  t h e  hand- 
PmP * 

Q *  Oh. 

A.  Now I made hominy a yea r  ago. Cooking i t  on an  e l e c t r i c  s tove ,  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  hard put  f o r  a cooking u t e n s i l ,  because t h e  l y e  does ve ry  
w e l l  i n  an o ld  i r o n  k e t t l e ,  bu t  you do not  u se  i t  i n  aluminum o r  you 
would not  use  i t  i n  my s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l .  So I had t o  f i n d  a g r a n i t e  
k e t t l e ,  and I used a g r a n i t e  cooker which I had. 

Q. Where d id  you--did you j u s t  have i t ?  

A. Well, yes ,  I had it. It we l l ,  what i t  was, my turkey r o a s t i n g  pan 
which is a g r a n i t e  pan. It's a l a r g e  f l a t  pan and I cooked on the 
e l e c t r i c  s tove .  So we've gone from t h e  b o n f i r e  t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c  s t o v e  
and t h e  water  s i t u a t i o n  i n  my case ,  I have good we l l  water  a t  t h e  s ink .  
So 1 simply put  it i n  the s i n k  and i t  went down the  d r a i n ,  and cleaned 
all t h e  p ipes  as t h e  l y e  went down, and t h a t  was my--and it was a much 
simpler  process .  But t h e  product i s  t h e  same. 

Q. How long d i d  you cook i t  and how much d id  you make? 

A. Oh, I have t o  g e t  my r ec ipe .  I t h i n k  I cooked i t  a s  I r e c a l l  about 
a hour. And I made--I must have had two g a l l o n s a t  l e a s t  o f  i t  when I 
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was f in i shed .  And now my Grandmother Sayre--my husband's mother-- 
l i k e d  t o  make hominy i n  t h e  win ter  when she  could put  i t  o u t s i d e  and 
f r e e z e  i t  because t h i s  causes i t  t o  expand and i t  becomes f l u f f i e r .  

Q. Oh. 

A.  Because when i t ' s  been soaked you s e e  and i t ' s  f u l l  of mois ture  
and w h e n i t f r e e e e s  i t ' s  l i k e  t h e  s o i l .  It opens up and has l i t t l e  s o r t  
of l i t t l e  f i s s u r e s  i n  i t  and i t  makes i t  puffy. 

Q. Yes. 

A.  And a . . . 
Q. So o therwise  is i t  f l a t  l i k e  t h e k e r n e l  of t h e  corn? 

A. It 's  a l i t t l e  soggy, a l i t t l e  soggy. No, i t ' s  f a t ,  i t ' s  f a t ,  

Q. Oh, yes ,  because , . . 
A. It would j u s t  soak up and g e t  f a t ,  bu t  i t ' s  s o l i d  f a t .  Then when 
i t  f r e e z e s  i t  has kind of expanded . . . . 
Q. More l i k e  popcorn and s o r t  of f l u f f y .  

A.  J u s t  a l i t t l e ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  Bight ,  r i g h t .  

Q. Okay. 

A. And I accomplished t h e  same t h i n g  by p u t t i n g  i t  i n  t h e  deep f r eeze .  

Q. Oh my. ( laughs)  

A.  And t h a t ' s  how I s t o r e d  i t  i n s t e a d  of canning it. Now i n  t h e  o l d  
times--going back t o  my great-grandmother Watkins, she  would have put  
i t  poss ib ly  i n t o  l a r g e  s t o n e  j a r s ,  and j u s t  kept i t  co ld  and she  would 
use i t  out ,  you see. Enough volume, I mean she  would use  i t  a s  f a s t  
as i t  needed t o  be,  o r  she  might have d r i e d  i t .  Now when my mother 
used hominy, we were a p t  t o  buy i t  from t h e  grocery s t o r e  i n  t h e  d r i e d  
form, and then  a l l  you had t o  do was soak i t  overn ight ,  and you had i t  
ready. But by my process  of p u t t i n g  i t  i n  t h e  deep f r e e z e  I accomplished 
two th ings ;  I d id  t h e  f l u f f i n g  t h a t  Grandmother Sayre would have advocated 
and I preserved i t  t h a t  way, and s o  when I want hominy, I j u s t  go t o  the  
f r e e z e r  and g e t  i t .  So i t ' s  t h e  same product bu t  p r e t t y  d i f f e r e n t  
procedure. 

Q. It sure is. 

A. Now what e l s e  i n  the  food department? 

Q. L e t ' s  s ee .  Yes, you were t a l k i n g  about  meals and you s a i d  t h a t  a 
mush would be  a n  evening meal. 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And now how was hominy used i n  t h e  d i e t ?  

A. Probably more a s  a po ta to  s u b s t i t u t e .  You would use--put t h e  
hominy i n  a s k i l l e t  and brown i t  wi th  a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h e  meatfryings 
o r  b u t t e r ,  but pre fe rab ly  meatfryings f o r  f l a v o r ,  and you would use  i t  
i n  p l ace  of po ta to .  

Q. Yes. 

A .  Usually i t  was used maybe wi th  a noon meal when potatoes--if  your 
supply was n o t  ample, and a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  remember t h a t  a household w a s  
a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  u n i t .  And i f  you had a poor po ta to  year ,  you could 
see--you had a tendency t o  r a t i o n  your po ta to  supply over  t h e  year ,  and 
so you would s t r e t c h  t h e  po ta to  s i t u a t i o n  by us ing  an a l t e r n a t e  hominy 
o r  f r l e d  mush f o r  b reak fas t ,  i n s t ead  of having f r i e d  po ta toes  f o r  your 
meal wi th  b reak fas t  you would have f r i e d  mush, and this tended t o  g ive  
both v a r i e t y  a s  we l l  a s  g ive  you a planning on food. 

Q* Oh. 

A .  Now I t h i n k o n e o f  t h e  things,  whi lewe ' re  t a l k i n g  about food i n  my 
e a r l y  remembrances here.  For i n s t ance ,  when I was growing up, you 
needed e x t r a  h e l p  on t h e  farm, and s o  you had t h e  h i r e d  man. Now t h e  
h i r e d  man was n o t  a day l abo re r ,  but he  l i v e d  i n  your house, and he was 
h i r e d  by t h e  month. H e  s l e p t  i n  one of t h e  bedrooms which was from t h e  
family s tandpoin t  kind of o f f  l i m i t s .  I mean, t h a t  was h i s  room. It 
was i n  your house, but  i t  w a s  h i s  room. And you d i d n ' t  d i s t u r b  t h i s .  
You respec ted  h i s  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  of having a room t o  h i s s e l f .  
And he a t e  wi th  t h e  fami ly ,  and he  was t h e r e  f o r  b reak fas t ,  and he was 
t h e r e  f o r  lunch,  and he  was t h e r e  f o r  supper.  H e  was a p a r t  of your 
household, and because of t h i s ,  fami ly  food--now when I mention f r i e d  
po ta toes  f o r  b reak fas t  and mush, i t  sounds p r e t t y  heavy, bu t  a t  t h a t  
po in t  t h e  men go t  up a t  5:00 and went t o  t h e  barn and c u r r i e d  t h e  
horses ,  f e d  t h e  horses ,  harnessed t h e  horses ,  milked t h e  cows, cleaned 
t h e  necessary c leaning  t h a t  had--the d a i l y  c leaning ,  It wasn't  a 
major barn cleaning.  It was j u s t  t h e  d a i l y  rou t ine .  Watered the 
s t o c k  i n  t h e  winter t ime.  Broke t h e  i c e  s o  t h a t  they  could d r ink ,  and 
they were back i n  t h e  house a t  6:00  having done some hard work a l r eady ,  
and sometimes a s  much as an  hour and a ha l f  t o  two hours  work. 

Q. Oh. 

A. Before b reak fas t .  So they  came i n  expect ing a good hardy s u b s t a n t i a l  
meal. And so  t h e  wi fe  had i n  t h e  meantime had g o t t e n  up and had 
probably cooked r o l l e d  o a t s .  

Q. Rol led o a t s .  Where were they  r o l l e d ?  What was t h e  source of t h e  
r o l l e d  o a t s ?  

A.  They would have come from the  s t o r e  prepared i n  t h a t  form, and 
Quaker, M r .  Quaker, t h e  box w i t h  t h e  man wi th  t h e  h a t  was i n  a p a r t  of 
t h e  household a s  I remember. And t h e  f r i e d  eggs, poss ib ly  ham, and 
pota to ,  o r  hominy, o r  mush would have wi th  cof fee .  This  would have been 
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t h e  b reak fas t  meal. Then t h e  men i n  t u r n  went back out  and were back 
i n  a t  1 1 : O O  t o  11:30 f o r  a noon meal. 

Q. Now t h i s  b reak fas t  was about . . . 
A. About s i x .  

A. 6:00 t o  6:30 depending on t h e  household and depending on t h e  season 
of t h e  year .  I ' m  th inking  t h e  r e g u l a r  long work times of e i t h e r  
p l an t ing ,  o r  t i l l i n g ,  o r  harves t  year  time. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And then many t imes a f t e r  t h e  ha rves t  your h i r e d  man may move away. 
Be may go t o  h i s  home, or  v i s i t ,  o r  t r a v e l  around a b i t ,  and i t  was 
an agreeable  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  he would come back aga in  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  t o  
s t a r t  sp r ing  t i l l i n g  again.  So t h e  h i r e d  man was a p a r t  of t h e  
household. 

Q. Oh. 

A. Now I ' m  going back one more generat ion.  For i n s t ance  wi th  my f a t h e r ,  
he had a very  warm f e e l i n g  toward t h e  h i r e d  man of t h a t  household, and 
wi th  a family wi th  f i v e  boys, and a h i r e d  man t o  feed ,  and t h e  man and 
t h e  wife,  t h e r e  was a l so  a h i r e d  g i r l  i n  t h e  house. So t h e r e  were two 
h i r e d  persons t h a t  were members of t h e  house and my grandfa ther  Irwin 
apparent ly  was a very matter-of-fact  down t o  e a r t h ,  hard working no 
nonsense kind of a person. A t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  I g e t  
from my dad. I knew Grandfather j u s t  a s  Grandpa, and t o  m e  he was not  
th i s - - I  mean he w a s  j u s t  a f r i e n d l y  b i g  f a t  j o v i a l  man t h a t  gave me a 
pony, and I d i d n ' t  know what t o  do wi th  a pony but  I knew I should l i k e  
it because he gave it t o  m e .  ( laughs)  I learned  a g r e a t  d e a l  from t h e  
pony. But anyway, because of h i s  matter-of-factness ,  t h e  h i r e d  man i n  
t he  household suppl ied  t h e  fun,  t h a t  t h e  family r e a l l y  needed, and it 
w a s  Tom O'Brien who l i v e d  i n  t h e  house . . . 
Q. How p e r f e c t .  

A. . . . t h a t  taught  them a l l  the  songs, and they would s i n g ,  and he 
taught  them a l l  t h e  r i d d l e s ,  and t o l d  them a l l  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  Grand- 
f a t h e r  wouldn't t ake  t h e  t ime t o  do. 

Q. Oh. 

A. That t h e s e  were t r i v i a l  t h ings ,  but Tom O'Brien would go t o  town, t o  
Sp r ing f i e ld  on Saturday n igh t  and come back wi th  a sack f u l l  of lemon 
drops, and t o  my f a t h e r  and I ' m  s u r e  t o  t h e  rest of the family,  Tom was 
a very  important member of t h e i r  household. And he was simply t h e  Ipired 
man. So t h i s  was a p a r t  of t h e  family u n i t .  Now L i z z i e  Logue was 
another  one of t h e  g i r l s  t h a t  was one of t h e  h i r e d  g i r l s  t h a t  l i v e d  wi th  
the  fami ly  and p r a c t i c a l l y  r a i s e d  t h e  ch i ld ren .  Now this was not  t h e  
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English system of t h e  l i v e - i n  governess.  It w a s  s imply  the h i r e d  g i r l .  
But she  was a  p a r t  of t h e  house and L i z z i e  Logue was j u s t  a s  much a 
s i s t e r  t o  t h e  family,  i n  a sense ,  a s  Tom was a  f o s t e r  f a t h e r .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. And so  t h i s  per iod  of l i v e - i n  h i r e d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  household, I 
t h i n k  r e a l l y  a l o t  of t imes t h e r e  was a  mixing of c u l t u r e s  and 
experiences and backgrounds t h a t  gave t h e  household a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  
balance than they  might have had by way of experiences wi th  j u s t  t h e  two 
parents .  

Q.  Oh. That ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A. And t h i s  was a t ime now when t h e r e  w a s  no t e l e v i s i o n .  There was no 
rad io ,  but  t h i s  w a s  t h e  exchange wi th  another  p a r t  of t h e  c u l t u r e  of 
t h e  world. 

Q. Yes, were these  people l i k e  Tom O'Brien, you know, I t h i n k  o f ,  you 
know, an I r i s h  immigrant? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  Was he? 

A .  Yes, yes. 

Q. H e  w a s  no t  born i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

A.  Now I don ' t ,  oh, I h a t e  t o  be quoted a s  t h i s .  I th ink  t h a t  he  came 
over a s  a young boy. 

Q. Oh. 

A. And s e t t l e  and l a t e r  I know t h a t  he d i d  marry and s e t t l e  i n  t h e  
community a s  a n  o l d e r  person. 

Q. I th ink  we'd b e t t e r  q u i t ,  and we're o u t  of tape  I th ink .  

END OF TAPE ONE 

Q. You were t a l k i n g  about t h e  p a r t  t h a t  your f a t h e r ' s  h i r e d  man, Tom 
O'Brien played i n  h i s  l i f e .  You want t o  go on from t h e r e ?  

A. A l l  r i g h t .  This  is  j u s t  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  I have and i t ' s  based on 
nothing except  I f e e l  t h a t  a family needs and a n  i n d i v i d u a l  needs a  
c e r t a i n  form of amusement, l e v i t y ,  fun, play.  That furn ished  perhaps 
over-furnished today w i t h  t e l e v i s i o n  and so  on, but  even a t  t hose  times 
when my f a t h e r  was a young person,  they worked long hours. They had t o  
be i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  morning by s i x  o 'c lock  and they would walk behind 
t h e  walking plow a l l  day wi th  a  s h o r t  noon hour j u s t  enough t o  go f o r  
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food, and t h i s  got  t o  be  very  grim work, and without  t h e  l e v i t y  and 
t h e  song and t h e  fun  t h a t  Tom O'Brien suppl ied ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  
household, maybe no t  my o t h e r  unc les ,  but  I f e e l  t h a t  my f a t h e r  would 
have been a very  unhappy young man growing up. But ou t  of this--Tom's 
singing--my dad developed, I don ' t  say  a l l  Tom's s ing ing ,  another  th ing  
was suppl ied  i n  t h e  one-room school  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  my f a t h e r  was i n  
school  every Fr iday  was speech day. And now J e s s  Irwin was a teacher  
t h a t  my dad went t o  school  t o  a t  t h e  C l a y v i l l e  School, which i s  r i g h t  
back of  C l a y v i l l e  Tavern j u s t  t o  the south.  The school  i s  not there 
now, but  i t  was a one-room country school  where a l l  of t h e  f i v e  boys 
got t h e i r  e igh th  grade t r a i n i n g ,  and on Friday J e s s  Irwin requi red  
t h a t  everybody have a memory s e l e c t i o n  t o  present  t o  t h e  school ,  and 
t h i s  w a s  t h e  poe t ry  l ea rn ing .  

Q* Oh. 

A. And some I ' m  s u r e  i t  was p r e t t y  deadly. But t o  my f a t h e r  . . . 
Q. That t h e  boy s tood on t h e  burning deck t h i n g ,  

A. This  kind of t h ing  is r i g h t .  ( laughs)  And some--Daddy would t e l l  
t h e s e  long  s t o r i e s  about how t h e r e  was one r a t h e r  l a r g e  t imid not  too 
academic ind iv idua l  t h a t  always s a i d  t h e  l i t t l e  p i eces  doing t h e  thumb 
and f i n g e r  t oge the r  because he was bash fu l  and d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  look a t  
t h e  people whi le  he s a i d  t h i s  l i t t l e ,  a l i t t l e  rhyme. A very  nursery 
rhyme th ing .  But out  of t h i s ,  my dad developed a real backlog r e a l l y  
of memorized poe t ry  and h e  had t h e  knack of memorizing. I guess i t  
was t h e  musical  e a r ,  I don ' t  know what. 

But he could be going down t h e  road i n  a n  automobile a t  seventy years 
o ld ,  and s e e  something t h a t  kind o f  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  and a p iece  
of Tennyson would come ou t ,  o r  Longfellow something, o r  a Bryant some- 
thing.  I mean, poetry was t o  him a way of app rec i a t ing  and expressing 
something t h a t  h e  would l i k e  t o  say  h imsel f ,  bu t  couldn ' t .  But and h e  
could jus t - - the  v i s i o n  of S i r  Longfellow he would go on f o r  hours ,  and 
a s  a c h i l d  I thought,  "Oh, w i l l  h e  ever  q u i t , "  you know. But t h i s  was 
I r e a l l y  f e e l  a carryover  from both Tom O'Brien, app rec i a t ion  a t  an  
e a r l y  age of l i t t l e  doggeral  v e r s e s  followed by t h e  speech days which 
he l ea rned  t o  do t h i s ,  and then  he continued t h i s  always. Always 
memorizing. He would read something and go t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  and I ' m  s u r e  
he t a lked  t o  t h e  horses  as he plowed corn,  and because he  would come 
back here and check a passage t h a t  he  was miss ing ,  And so t h e r e  was a 
rhythm of something t h a t  he  app rec i a t ed ,  and I r e a l l y  t h i n k  Tom O'Brien 
was basical ly-- the h i r e d  man, r e a l l y  got  t h i s  i n s t i l l e d .  

Q. Yes. You know any of t h e  songs t h a t  he taught  him? Did your 
f a t h e r  s i n g  any of those? Were they songs t h a t  you ever  heard any 
where e l s e ?  

A .  Oh, yes.  Oh Rhodie, oh Rhodie, t h e  gold gray goose i s  dead.'' 
"Go t e l l  Aunt ~ h o d i e . "  

Q. Okay. Yes. 
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A.  And he has  t o l d  me o t h e r s ,  and I am embarrassed I c a n ' t  t e l l  you, 

Q. Well, maybe y o u ' l l  t h ink  of some, l a t e r .  I j u s t  wondered i f  they 
were I r i s h  songs o r  i f  they were . . . . 
A. No, more f o l k  songs. Not p a r t i c u l a r l y  I r i s h ,  American f o l k .  

Q. American fo lk .  

A.  But from t h i s  Daddy went ahead and would j u s t  go on wi th  t h t s .  

Q. Sure. 

A. A s  he  grew he--Grandmother I rwin  thought t h a t  t h e  only form of 
c u l t u r e  t h a t  she  wanted t o  b r i n g  t o  h e r  house was a l l  t h e  boys had t o  
play t h e  piano. You know, t h e r e  was a t ime t h a t  t h e  piano was a 
c u l t u r a l  symbol, and any household t h a t  had any form of upbringing, 
they had a piano. Well Grandmother d i d n ' t  have any g i r l s  so she  had 
t o  teach  her  boys, and I guess i t  was a r a t h e r  p a i n f u l  t h ing  t o  most 
of them, but  wi th  Daddy, i t  took. Now he  had my g randfa the r ' s  hands 
which meant t h e  f i n g e r s  were very  s t a l k y  square f i n g e r s ,  and Daddy 
had some problem of s t a y i n g  on one key because they had a tendency t o  
be wider than  one key, bu t  even when he was i n  h i s  e i g h t i e s  he would 
s i t  down and p lay  some of t h e  p i eces  t h a t  he had taken,  learned  when 
he w a s  about seven and e i g h t  and n ine  [yea r s  o ld ]  when Grandmother was 
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  he t ake  piano lessons .  Now he had a good e a r  f o r  music 
and t h i s  is  why he  had t h i s  a b i l i t y .  He had some t r o u b l e  wi th  h i s  
l e s sons  a s  he t o l d  us  because he d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  read t h e  no te s  ( laughter )  
and t h e  teacher  would g ive  him a p i ece  t o  p lay ,  and he  would s t r u g g l e  
wi th  it. It was j u s t  t e r r i b l e ,  and then  he would by hook and crook g e t  
he r  t o  p lay  e i t h e r  t he  whole th ing  o r  p a r t  o r  phrases  of i t ,  and the  
minute he heard i t ,  then he could fo l low t h e  no te s  and i t  was a l l  r i g h t .  
He had a good sense  of rhythm, but  he j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  read t h e  no te s ,  
bu t  as soon a s  she  d id  i t ,  i t  w a s  h i s  p iece .  And t h i s  is why I t h i n k  
i t ' s  t h e  poe t ry  e a r  and t h i s  music e a r  t h a t  helped him r e t a i n  both t h e  
poe t ry  and t h e  music p ieces ,  c l e a r  on u n t i l  he  was ve ry ,  very  along i n  
years .  When he was i n  high school  he had a good s inging  voice  and so 
he sang i n  a l l  t h e  q u a r t e t s  and d id  a l l  t h i s  kind of th ing ,  and he 
graduated from University--from the  h igh  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  which a t  
t h a t  po in t  was almost l i k e  a u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h a t  very  few people went t o  
h igh  school ,  And he went i n t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and l i v e d  wi th  people and 
graduated out  of high school  and d i d  t h e  s o l o  p a r t  a s  a graduat ion  
e x e r c i s e  and so on. So he  had a very  unt ra ined  but  a very  l i s t e n a b l e  
voice.  But I s t i l l  th ink  t h a t  a l o t  of t h i s  went back t o  Tom O'Brien . . 
Q. Oh. 

A. . . . because none of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  boys d i s l i k e d  music, he j u s t  
happened t o  have a l i t t l e  b i t  more ea r .  And t h i s  w a s  brought ou t .  

Now wi th  my mother 's  people--the enter tainment  ang le  of t h e  family--they 
d id  no t  happen t o  have t o  depend on t h e  h i r e d  he lp .  They had t h e  music 
i n  the family. Now t h e  great-grandmother Watkins, t h a t  I spoke o f ,  h e r  
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husband played t h e  v i o l i n  only  i t  wasn ' t  c a l l e d  t h e  v i o l i n .  It was 
the  f i d d l e .  And t h e  boys a l l  grew up l i k i n g  music and each could 
express  themselves someway. When I was i n  h igh  school ,  I can r e c a l l  
some of t hese  se s s ions  and t h e s e  were then o l d e r  people. They were 
a l l  i n  t h e i r  s i x t i e s  and seven t i e s ,  and i f  anybody had a b i r thday  o r  
an  anniversary  o r  any o t h e r  excuse, t h e  whole group of Watkins f o l k s  
would convene a t  someone's house. Pot  luck.  And, bu t  t h a t  wasn't 
t h e  purpose of coming. The purpose of coming was t o  have a n  evening 
wi th  music. 

Now my Grandmother Thompson could not  read  a word o r  a note  of music, 
but  s h e  could p lay  any, any p i ece  t h a t  you would hum f o r  he r ,  j u s t  
chording and kind of t i n k l e  through it  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and then  i t  w a s  
hers .  Her o ldes t - - i t  wasn't  her  o l d e r  s i s t e r  bu t  another  s i s t e r  had 
t h e  same a b i l i t y .  So t h e  two of them i n  t h i s  evening of music would 
sit down a t  t h e  piano,  f i r s t  one playing t h e  t r e b l e  and one t h e  base. 
And then  they 'd a l t e r n a t e  and everybody j u s t  chording and going g r e a t  
guns. And one of t h e  b r o t h e r s  played t h e  f i d d l e ,  as h i s  f a t h e r  d id ,  
and i t  wasn't  bad l i s t e n i n g .  It was--he had a n i c e  s o f t  touch wi th  
it. It wasn't  sawing raspy music. It was p r e t t y  good. One of t h e  
bro thers ,  Uncle Edgar Watkins, had i t  i n  h i s  f e e t  and so he d id  t h e  
j i g s ,  and a l l  t h e  dances t h a t  once i n  a whi le  he j u s t  f e e l  c a l l e d  
upon t h i s ,  and he would t ake  t h e  f l o o r  and he would do something. 
Then another  bro ther ,  Uncle Walter Watkins, had none of t h e  tone 
sense ,  bu t  he had a good sense  of rhythm s o  he played spoons o r  
r a t t l e d  bones. 

Q. Rat t l ed  bones? 

A. Now t h i s  is tak ing  a r i b  bone f r o m  t h e  beef and s o  you have a wide 
s u r f a c e  and t h e s e  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  cleaned and c u t  and pol ished,  and then  
you put  t h e  f l a t  bone between the f i n g e r s  on each hand. You can have 
t h r e e  i f  you ' re  good o r  j u s t  two. H e  could use  t h r e e  on each. And 
then by rhythm you can-- i t ' s  l i k e  playing a tamborine type  music, and 
s o  he would bea t  ou t  t h e  rhythm, o r  he would t ake  two spoons p u t t i n g  
t h e  bowels--lett ing them hang below t h e  hand and by holding c e r t a i n  
t ens ion  you can r a t t l e  t h e  spoons, and i t ' s  l i k e  cas t ane t s .  And so  
he was t h e  r h y t h  s e c t i o n ,  and t h i s  evening j u s t  went on and on p lay ing  
a l l  t h e  o ld  pieces.  Turkey i n  t h e  Straw, Chicken i n  t h e  Breadpan, 
Picking Up Dough, oh and on, and on and on. And then  i t  j u s t  happened 
t h a t  t h e  in-laws kind of f e l l  i n  too.  

Q. The in-laws? 

A. Meaning--well 1 mean t h e  next  married genera t ion .  For ins tance ,  my 
mother 's  genera t ion .  Daddy played t h e  f rench  harp.  

Q. The f rench  harp.  What's a f rench  harp? 

A.  Harmonica. 

Q. Okay. 
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A. He a l s o  played t h e  ~ e w ' s  harp. That plucky th ing .  

Q. You pu t  i t  i n  your mouth and . . . 
A. Y e s ,  a c r o s s  your mouth and twong through i t .  

Q. Okay. 

A. Daddy played t h e  mandolin. Uncle Sam, Mother 's b ro the r  played t h e  
banjo. One of t h e  grandchi ldren,  Louise Watkins, played t h e  accordian.  
Mildred J u h l  Davis, who was a Watkins d e r i v a t i v e  . . . 
Q. ( laughs)  A t  t h i s  po in t  t h e y ' r e  just  d e r i v a t i v e s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  t he se  a r e  t he  t h i r d  genera t ions ,  you see ,  and so t h e  names g e t  
mixed up. But she  sang and i t  was j u s t  everybody put  i n  t h e i r  l i t t l e  
piece.  

Q. Golly. 

A. And it was q u i t e  a n  evening 's  performance. Everybody d id  t h e i r  own 
thing.  A j o i n i n g  i n ,  s i t t i n g  out  one o r  two, j o in ing  i n  someplace e l s e .  
And one of t h e  l a s t  groups of t h i s  kind t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  Mildred J u h l  
who--a Davis i s  h e r  name now, they--she and h e r  husband had l i v e d  i n  
New York and they came back and a new piece ,  t h e r e  had been a  new p iece  
t h a t  had j u s t  come out  i n  one of t h e  musicals  t h a t  everybody i n  New 
York was humming, and everybody s a i d ,  "Well what is  i t ?  What's t he  
new piece?" They s a i d ,  "Well i t ' s  j u s t  a r e a l  catchy tune. I t 's  
c a l l e d  t h e  Eas t e r  Parade." 

Q. Oh. 

A .  And s o  Russe l l  hummed t h e  Eas t e r  Parade and everybody l i s t e n e d  and 
Grandmother would pick,  and Aunt Nona would p i ck  on t h e  piano and p r e t t y  
soon t h e  Eas t e r  Parade, i n  about t e n  minutes,  t h e  family was doing a 
product ion of t h e  Eas te r  Parade. But now t h i s  was a  family t h a t  had i t  
wi th in  themselves. They d i d n ' t  have t o  r e l y  on t h e  h i r e d  help.  They 
were it. (laughs) 

Q. Yes. 

A.  And they had a  g r e a t  d e a l  of fun  toge ther .  

Q. Where was t h e  Watkin's family from? How long have they l i v e d  i n  
I l l i n o i s ,  do you know? And where were they from be fo re  they came t o  
I l l i n o i s ?  O r  what was t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y ?  

A. Now I ' m  embarrassed t o  say t h a t  I ' m  a D-A-R and I c a n ' t  pool  a l l  
t h e s e  th ings  out t o  you. 

Q. Was t h a t  eve r  important i n  your family? 

A. No. 



J e a n e t t e  Sayre 2 9 

Q. Where people were from o r  . . . 
A. No, I don ' t  t h ink  i t  was. It never was any, now t h i s  i s  why i t ' s  
never been t a lked  about.  

Q. Oh. 

A. They were j u s t  always here .  

Q. Yes. Okay. Then t h a t ' s  no t  important.  

A.  And i t  w a s  j u s t  a family u n i t  and I don ' t  know where they came from. 

Q. Where d id  t h i s  a l l  t ake  p lace?  I n  somebody's house? 

A. Yes. 

Q. These musicals .  I n  somebody's house? 

A.  Yes. Whoever was having a bi r thday  and i t  went from p lace  t o  p lace .  
They were never a t  t h e  same p lace .  I mean, some people had a b e t t e r  
piano and you might kind of a r range  t o  be  t h e r e  r a t h e r  than  someplace 
e l s e ,  bu t  pr imar i ly  I wouldn't say t h a t  i t  was always he ld  t h e r e ,  but  
t h e  most f requent  place t h a t  they  d id  convene was a t  one s i s t e r ' s ,  Mrs. 
J u h l ' s ,  who was a semi-invalid for yea r s  and years and years ,  and i t  
w a s  hard f o r  h e r  t o  go. And s o  many t imes,  they would go t o  Aunt , 
H a t t i e ' s  because she  l i k e d  t o  be i n  on t h e  fun,  but  i t  was hard f o r  
h e r  t o  go p l aces .  

Q. Oh. 

A.  And s o  many times i t  was t h e r e  al though i t  could have been anyplace, 

Q. What day of t h e  week would t h i s  be? 

A. Oh, j u s t  any time. 

Q. Any timP? 

A. Any time. 

Q. So you go when t h e  work was done? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  usua l ly  along i n  t h e  winter .  Oh, i 
not  r u r a l l y  busy. 

Q. Oh. 

.t ' s  t h e  season tha 

A.  Usually win ter t ime o r  e a r l y  sp r ing ,  bu t  i t ' s  i n  t h e  time. Although 
they had p i c n i c s  i n  t h e  summer. Same t h i n g  outdoors .  It w a s  no--it was 
no t  t i e d  t o  any one day o r  any one p lace .  It would come as t h e  fami ly  
f e l t .  

Q. And how la te  i n  t h e  evening would they l a s t ?  
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A. Oh, you s t i l l  had t o  d r i v e  an  o l d  model T home. It usua l ly  broke 
up by 11:OO o r  11:30, you know, and because i t ' s  hard t o  g e t  up i n  t h e  
morning and mi lk  t h e  cow. 

Q. How c l o s e  toge the r  d id  t h e s e  people l i v e ?  How f a r  a p a r t ,  how f a r  
would you have t o  d r i v e  t o  g e t  home say i f  i t  was a t  . . . 

I 

A. Oh, as much a s  f i f t e e n  mi l e s  o r  so  . . . 
Q. Oh. 

A. . . . because some of t h e  f o l k s  would come from Pleasant  P l a i n s  and 
some of them l i v e d  no r th  of Petersburg.  But by f i f t e e n  mi l e s  would, I 
mean i f - - f i f t e e n  mi l e s  on both  s i d e s  of t h e  po in t  would have brought them 
in .  And most of them were r e l a t i v e l y  l o c a l .  Now some of t h e s e  people 
a r e  s t i l l  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and s t i l l  producing music. Like Norm Bul la rd  
I don ' t  know, but anyway--now he  was not  a p a r t  of t h e  family, bu t  he 
married i n t o  t h e  family and c e r t a i n l y  f i t t e d  i n t o  i t .  

But so much f o r  t h e  en ter ta inment  of t h a t  genera t ion .  The next  kind 
of sad p a r t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  group d i spe r sed ,  o r  d i ed ,  t h e r e  
was very  l i t t l e  music carry-over i n  t h e  next  genera t ion .  And I ' v e  
always wondered i f  i t  was because t h e  next  s t e p  you had t o  t a k e  lessons .  
You had t o  be a t r a i n e d  musician, and somehow it was kind of looked down 
upon t o  p lay  by e a r .  I t ' s  a l i t t l e  l i k e  phonics. Phonics goes i n  and 
out  of f a sh ion ,  and p lay ing  by e a r  w a s  kind of l i k e  phonics. You were 
playing by sound not  by note .  

Q. Yes. 

A .  And i t  was kind of frowned upon t o  do t h i s .  It was considered o l d  
fashioned,  outmoded, a kind of  back woodsey, and i t  l o s t  i ts  f reshness .  
Now my mother played t h e  piano,  not  by e a r ,  but  she played very  we l l ,  by 
note .  H e r  s i s t e r  played by note ,  but  they l o s t  t h e  spontaneous p a r t  of 
t h e  music. 

Q. Did t h e  rest of i t  go along wi th  i t ?  Were t h e  bones s t i l l  played 
and t h e  . . . 
A. No. That was a l l  l o s t .  

Q. That went too .  

A. It was a l l  l o s t .  And i t  was somehow I t h i n k  kind of a sad Loss, 
because t h e r e  was such exchange w i t h i n  t h e  group, enjoying each o t h e r ,  
enjoying t h e  product of t h e  group. I t  was j u s t  shee r  fun, but then i t  
got  t o  be unsophis t ica ted .  

Q. Yes. 

A.  So we were a l i t t l e - -we d i d n ' t  do i t  and t h e  next  genera t ion  l o s t  
it, and I don ' t  t h i n k  many of them r e a l l y  even know about t h e  bones o r  
would even know how t o  go about t h i s ,  which i s  sad. 
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Q. Tha t ' s  r e a l l y  something t e r r i b l e .  

A .  But I t h i n k  i t ' s  t h e  kind of t h i n g  t h a t  family u n i t s  develop wi th in  
themselves. 

Q. Yes. Because i t 's  d e f i n i t e l y  gone on t h e  o the r  s i d e .  It d e f i n i t e l y  
was not  i n  ex i s t ence  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of your family.  The family--the 
one family d id  i t  and t h e  o the r  d i d n ' t .  But t h a t ' s  n o t  what you ' re  
saying.  Is i t ?  

A. But that--but t h i s  i s n ' t  what I'm saying.  No. 

0. I s e e  what you a r e  saying though. 

A.  What I ' m  saying is  t h a t  a t  t h a t  per iod  of t ime t h e  u n i t  had t o  
produce i t s  own enter tainment ,  i t s  own music, i ts  own poet ry  and they 
d i d  it by one source  o r  another .  E i t h e r  from themselves ou t ,  a s  t h e  
Watkins did,  o r  from o u t s i d e  c u l t u r e s  coming i n  a s  Tom O'Brien d id  t o  
my f a t h e r ' s  people. But they  s t i l l  furn ished  t h e i r  own s e t  of l i g h t e r  
hours.  

Q. Yes. 

A. But then  when we don ' t  do t h e  phys ica l  work, and w e  d i s p e r s e  because 
of t r anspor t a t ion ,  we l o s e  t h e  a b i l i t y .  And now l i k e  wi th  my boys when 
t h e i r  genera t ion  came along,  I ' v e  got  a  carry-over,  I thought they had 
t o  p lay  t h e  piano i n  o rde r  t o  read  music f o r  t h e  band. 

Q. I see .  

A. And so  then  we d id  t h i s .  Oh, we d id  t h i s  p a i n l e s s ,  p a i n f u l l y .  And 
then  we played a  corne t  and we played a  bass--1 don ' t  know we played 
everything,  a saxophone, t h e  squea l inges t  t h i n g t h e r e  ever  was. And as 
soon a s  we go t  over  age t o  be i n  t h e  band, i t  was dropped because I had 
f a i l e d  t o  engender t h e  spontane i ty  i t  should have had. It should have 
been fun, but  I was, I mean, those  boys were p r a c t i c i n g  t o  be i n  a  
group, and then  when t h e y ' r e  no longer  i n  a  group, and r e a l l y  t h a t  
dropped i n  high school.  The ins t ruments  a r e  s t i l l  i n  the a t t i c .  

Q. Did you play any th ing?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did t h e  o t h e r  people i n  your genera t ion  play? 

A.  No. 

Q. So i t  went from do i t  youse l f ,  t o  no te  t o  nothing. 

A.  To note .  

Q. And then  t o  f o r c e .  



J e a n e t t e  Sayre 32 

A.  To f o r c e ,  t h i s  is r i g h t .  And maybe t h i s  is not  t r u e  i n  a l l  
f ami l i e s .  This  would be  something I would be cur ious  if you'd t a l k  t o  
o t h e r  people w i th  t h i s  kind of th ing  t o  know i f  t h i s  is  t h e  p a t t e r n .  
O r  was i t  j u s t  happenstance i n  my experience.  I was given l e s sons ,  
but i t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  t a k e  because I was bored wi th  my h o r r i b l e  
l i t t l e  slow s t rugg le .  You know, I wanted t o  hea r  t h e  p iece ,  bu t  
he re  I was doing ping pong and I wanted t o  . . . 
Q. You wanted t o  g e t  i t  out .  

A. Yes, and I couldn ' t ,  i t  goes back t o  t h e  undiscipline--unregimentation 
of my, I mean my l a c k  of regimentat ion.  I couldn ' t  s i t  t h e r e  and do i t .  
So t h a t  w a s  a f a u l t  i n  my pe r sona l i t y  I th ink .  But i t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  none 
of t h e  r e s t  of my genera t ion  have i t  e i t h e r .  

Q. Oh. 

A.  So, so much f o r  amusements i n  t h e  f a m i l i e s  and t h i s .  Now what e l s e  
do we need t o  p i ck  up here?  One of t h e  th ings  t h a t  you had asked about 
was how we d id  th ings ,  and one of t h e  th ings  that--back wi th  t h i s  family 
ga ther ing .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  some of t hose  f i r s t  ones,  t h e r e  was always much 
moving around of lamps because i t  was a coa l  o i l  l i g h t e d  world. And i n  
order  t o  g e t  t h e  lamps where people could not  s e e  t h e  music, because they 
weren ' t  working from music, but so  that: people could s e e t h e p e o p l e  t h a t  
were making t h e  music. This  was a p a r t  o f ,  w i th in  t h i s  household f o r  
i n s t ance ,  we d id  no t  have e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h i s  house a c t u a l l y  u n t i l  1936, 
i t  was put  i n .  When t h e  f o l k s  b u i l t  t h e  house, they b u i l t  a home p l a n t  
i n  t h e  house, and i t  had a l i t t l e  motor i n  t h e  basement t h a t  generated 
its e l e c t r i c i t y .  A l i t t l e  gaso l ine  motor. It was s t o r e d  i n  l a r g e  
b a t t e r i e s ,  which we had a whole cupboard f u l l  of b a t t e r i e s .  So you r a n  
the motor and charged t h e  b a t t e r i e s ,  and then  you had e l e c t r i c i t y .  But 
it was very  t r i c k y  because t h e  b a t t e r i e s  r a n  down s u r p r i s i n g l y  quick ly ,  
and s o  you were very conserva t ive  wi th  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y .  And so  t h e r e  
was no e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h i s  r e a l l y  u n t i l  1936 when R U  came through wi th  
a more l a s t i n g  supply of e l e c t r i c i t y .  You could l eave  t h e  l i g h t s  on. 

Q. You s a i d  you were conserva t ive  wi th  i t .  What'd you g e t  t o  u s e  i t  f o r ?  

A.  Reading a t  n igh t .  Reading and my mother had some eye weakness and i f  
she read  a g r e a t  dea l ,  s h e  had headaches t h e  next  day. But Daddy loved 
t o  read  out  loud,  and s o  I grew up hear ing  Daddy read  out  loud. The 
newspaper, poe t ry ,  o r  a H. G. W e l l s ,  The His tory  of Mankind, o r  some 
o t h e r  t h ing  which I d i d n ' t  understand why he spent  a l l  t h a t  t ime reading.  - 
But t h i s  was motherr  s communication. she would s i t  and do some l i t t l e  
household t a s k  wh i l e  she  was l i s t e n i n g ,  but not t h e  c l o s e  work. She 
seldom sewed much a t  n igh t  o r  t h ings  of t h i s  kind. But she  would do 
some l i t t l e - - s h e  would mend o r  something whi le  Daddy read, and t h i s  was 
where t h e  l i g h t s  were used. For t h e  one r eade r  of t h e  household. For 
t h i s  was . . . 
Q. But when you had t h e  musica ls ,  l i k e  a t  your a u n t ' s  house . . . 
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Q. . . . and t h e r e  was t h e  moving of t h e  lamps. Did she  have a 
private power p l a n t  i n  her basement o r  d id  she j u s t  have t h e  c o a l  
lamp? 

A. No, I mean t h e  coa l  o i l  lamps. 

Q. Yes. 

A .  I mean, t h i s  w a s  be fo re  e l e c t r i c i t y .  

Q. Yes, but  a t  h e r  house--oh, t h e  musicals  you ' re  t a l k i n g  about a t  
h e r  house were before  she  could have had a p l a n t  i n  h e r  basement. 

A. Some of them were. Then l a t e r  t h e  c i t y  people had e l e c t r i c i t y  much 
e a r l i e r  than  t h e  country people. But I can remember some of t h e  f i r s t  
ones, you j u s t  moved t h e  lamps around so t h a t  a . . . 
Q. Yes, s p o t l i g h t  people.  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  bu t  then  when w e  used t o  go t o ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  when 
I w a s  up i n  h igh  school ,  Aunt H a t t i e ,  of course,  would have had 
e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h e  town, bu t  . . . 
Q. I see .  

A.  . . . but we  d i d n ' t  have it out  he re  u n t i l  a f t e r ,  l e t ' s  see ,  I 
graduated from high school  i n  1930, and t h e  th ings  t h a t  I ' m  th inking  
about was i n  t h e r e  would have been p r i o r  t o  1930, and we d id  no t  have 
e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h e  country u n t i l  1936. So there was a span of time 
t h a t  they were ahead of us.  Six o r  seven yea r s .  

Q. Now, see ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  it f o r  a l i t t l e  while.  Okay? 

A.  Okay. 

Q. There we go. ( t ape  turned  off) 

A.  I n  t a l k i n g  about t h e  house i t s e l f  he re ,  t h e r e  a r e  a few th ings  t h a t  
I t h i n k  might be kind of noted. A t  t h e  time t h a t  t h i s  house was b u i l t ,  
I mentioned t h a t  my f a t h e r  had come down he re  and was working t h i s  land 
f o r  Grandfather  I rwin.  And one day h e  was ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and a 
ca rpen te r  stopped by and s a i d ,  "I hear  you a r e  going t o  b u i l d  a  new 
house," and Daddy s a i d ,  "Why, no t  me. Who's bu i ld ing  a  new house?" 
The ca rpen te r  explained t h a t  Grandfather  I rwin  had s a i d  t h a t  Emery 
should b u i l d  a new house. Go down and s e e  him. Well Daddy got  r i d  of 
t h i s  p rospec t ive  con t r ac to r  and s e v e r a l  days l a t e r  a  second one came 
out  from T a l l u l a  and s a i d ,  "Your dad s e n t  me out  he re  and t o l d  m e  t h a t  
you were going t o  b u i l d  a new house." Well aga in  t h e  same s t o r y  and 
f i n a l l y  Grandfather  Irwin a r r i v e d  and s a i d ,  "Emery, you should have a 
b e t t e r  house. Now b u i l d  one." So Daddy, being t h e  good d u t i f u l  son, 
go t  a  hold of one of t h e  con t r ac to r s  t h a t  had t a lked  wi th  him and they 
s t a r t e d .  They witched t h e  wel l .  
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Q. They witched t h e  we l l ?  

A. They witched t h e  we l l .  

Q. Who d id  t h a t ?  

A. Well, two people. There was a gentleman t h a t  dug w e l l s  and l a i d  
t i les.  A M r .  John Atwood, and he a l s o  witched t h e  water ,  and he  cane 
up i n t o  t h e  s tubb le  where Daddy s a i d  he would l i k e  t o  have t h e  house 
i n  t h i s  gene ra l  l oca t ion .  And he walked about and s a i d ,  "Right he re  
is  your b e s t  spot  f o r  a wel l .  There's a strong stream of water  coming 
through r i g h t  here."  And Daddy s a i d ,  "John, you know, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  
any of t h i s  s t u f f ,  but now you put  a l i t t l e  s t aub  down t h e r e  i f  you 
want t o ,  and I ' m  going t o  go down and g e t  t h e  neighbor lady ,  Mrs. 
James Miles," who was a very  s i n c e r e ,  very  f r a i l ,  very, a very  
s e r i o u s  woman. But s h e  a l s o  witched water o r  t o l d  you where to--where 
water  w a s .  So he  went down and s a i d ,  "Mrs. Miles ,  would you come up 
and he lp  us  s e l e c t  t h e  p l ace  t o  d ig  a wel l ."  And she  s a i d ,  "Yes," she  
would. So s h e  came up and walked around wi th  h e r  l i t t l e  peach s t i c k ,  
and f i n a l l y  t h e  s t i c k  turned  and she  hung on, and i t  turned i n  s p i t e  
of he r  and she  s a i d ,  "Right h e r e  i s  t h e  place!" And s u r p r i s i n g l y  
enough, r i g h t ,  she  had no t  known about  M r .  Atwood1s being t h e r e ,  r i g h t  
under t h e  p l ace  t h a t  h e r  l i t t l e  peach switch turned ,  was t h e  s t aub  
t h a t  M r .  Atwood had s a i d ,  "Here is  where t o  d i g  t h e  wel l . "  So Daddy 
sa id ,  "Well, a l l  r i g h t ,  now i f  you both ag ree ,  w e ' l l  d i g  t h e  we l l  there ."  

Q. What was M r .  . . . 
A. Atwood? 

Q. Atwood's method? Do you know? 

A. I do no t  know. Daddy mentioned t h e  peach s t i c k  t h a t  M r s .  Miles used. 
I do not  know what M r .  Atwood's was. But they  dug t h e  w e l l  t h e r e  and 
t h e  w e l l  has  been an e x c e l l e n t  we l l ,  always. It 's never gone dry.  I 
always say  t h i s  knocking on wood, you know. But even t h i s  l a s t  summer 
when everything was dry,  we had a n  unusual ly dry  year .  The we l l  g e t s  
down t o  about s ix  f o o t  of water  and s t a y s  j u s t  s i x  f o o t  of water .  So 
i t  was w e l l  s e l e c t e d ,  however t h e  method. 

Q. Right.  

A. So a f t e r  they  got t h i s  done, they s taked out  t h e  house and a s  far 
a s  I ever  heard my pa ren t s  d i scuss  i t ,  t h e r e  seemed t o  never have bqen 
much d i scuss ion  on f l o o r  p l ans ,  o r  anything of t h e  na tu re  of how thd 
house w a s  t o  look o r  be arranged.  With one except ion,  i t  was t h e  cystom 
a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  have th re sh ing  d inners  f o r  t h e  th re sh ing  wand. Now d h i s  
meant t h a t  t h e  community jo ined  toge the r  w i th  one thresh ing  r i g  and i t  
took many men t o  hau l  t h e  g r a i n  t o  t h e  s e p a r a t o r ,  man t h e  sepa ra to r  and 
hau l  t h e  g r a i n  t o  t h e  market from t h e  sepa ra to r .  
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So t h e r e  u sua l ly  was a crew of oh,  t h i r t y  poss ib ly ,  maybe a smal le r  
group o r  l a r g e r ,  depending on t h e  s i z e  of t h e  th re sh ing  run, bu t  t h e s e  
people had t o  be  f ed  a t  t h e  community and so Daddy had two requirements 
i n  h i s  f l o o r  p lan .  One was s o  t h a t  when t h r e s h e r s  came they could come 
i n  one door t o  t h e  d in ing  room, bu t  n o t  through t h e  k i tchen ,  because he  
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  would be d i sconce r t ing  t o  t h e  k i t chen  fo rce  a t  t h e  time, 
and t h e r e  should be  another  door t h a t  they could go o u t  so you d i d  not  
have a t r a f f i c  problem. Now why t h i s  w a s  a b i g  i s s u e ,  I do no t  know, 
but i t  was something i n  h i s  mind. Also, he wanted a small room wi th  
an  o u t s i d e  en t rance  so t h a t  people could come and go l i k e  t h e  h i r e d  man, 
and could come and g e t  t h e i r  paychecks o r  do t h e i r  bus iness  and not  have 
t o  be a s  a p a r t  of t h e  household and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  k i tchen .  So t h e  
house was so arranged,  and t h i s  w a s  t h e  only  th ing  t h a t  was ever  t a lked  
about,  and a s  f a r  a s  I know, Mother had nothing t o  say about f l o o r  plans.  
I n o t i c e  always, t h a t  she  read  f l o o r  p l ans  and s tud ied  them--ever s i n c e  
I could remember she  w a s  reading  magazines looking a t  f l o o r  p l ans ,  so  
she  must have had a f r u s t r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  f l o o r  p l ans  of some s o r t .  

But anyway t h e  house was s taked out .  The ca rpen te r  s u i t e d  t h e  two 
requirements t h a t  Daddy had about t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h r e s h e r s  and 
o f f i c e  type  use,  and Daddy helped w i t h  t h e  excavat ion of t h e  basement, 
and then  i t  became necessaxy t o  g e t  sand, and t h i s  was one of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  he always t a lked  about .  I n  o r d e r  t o  pour t h e  cement f o r  t h e  
foundat ions,  t h e  f l o o r s ,  and t h e  porch and so  on. So he--that one 
s p r i n g  i n  between crops,  l i k e  i n  t h e  evening, he would g e t  t h i s  c e r t a i n  
o l d  team of  horses ,  Old Ne l l  and Old Johnnie.  Horses had p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  
names and were family cha rac t e r s .  And h e  would go t o  t h e  r i v e r  bed, and 
t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  outcropping of r i v e r  sand which was very  good, w a s  
c lean ,  f r e e  of c l a y ,  and so  he would go down i n  t h e r e  and scoop sand on 
t h i s ,  kind of f l a t  bed. Sand i s  extremely heavy and so i t  couldn ' t  be 
too  much. And t h e s e  poor o l d  horses--he always s a i d  t h a t  those  poor 
o ld  ho r ses  would s tand  t h e r e  with t h e i r  heads down a s  though they were 
th inking ,  oh my, oh my. And he would shovel  i t  on and then  he would get 
up on t h e  th ing  and j u s t  say ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go." And they would. 
A s  he would desc r ibe  i t ,  they would bow t h e i r  necks, meaning they 
r e a l l y  were p u l l i n g  wi th  a l l  f o u r  f e e t ,  and they  would climb up out  of 
t h i s  r i v e r  bed, had t o  p u l l  i t  up t h e  edge, and then  br ing  it on up 
home. And i t  was a long hard p u l l  f o r  them. But h e  hauled sand and 
then--this was a l abo r  sav ing  and a c o s t  sav ing  device--and so he hauled 
t h e  sand and when they got  enough he helped mix t h e  cement, s o  t h a t  t h e  
cement men could a c t u a l l y  pour i t  and t rowel  i t  and t ake  c a r e  of i t .  

So he and t h e  h i r e d  man d id  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  major l abo r  of t h e  
heavy l abo r  i n  t h e  house. The walnut i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room--at one time 
some two yea r s  o r  s o  e a r l i e r  Grandfather had c l ea red  o f f  a p i ece  of 
what they c a l l e d  t h e  wood l o t ,  and t h e r e  was some walnut t r e e s  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n ,  and Daddy no t i ced  t h e  walnut and s a i d ,  "What a r e  
you going t o  do wi th  t h e  walnut?" And Grandpa s a i d ,  "Well, burn i t  l i k e  
t h e  r e s t . "  And Daddy s a i d ,  "Well, how about m e  j u s t  kind of p u t t i n g  
t h a t  t o  one s i d e  i n  case  we want t o  b u i l d  anything." So he had enough 
walnut,  and h e  hauled it t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  t o  t h e  Vredenburgh Lumberyard, 
and had them c u t  and p lane  and so t h e  downstairs  i s  furn ished ,  f i n i shed ,  
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i n  walnut from t h e  lumber t h a t  he had saved. So h e r e  again i t  was 
kind of a planning. A b l i n d  planning perhaps, but he d id  have t h e s e  
on hand. So when t h e  house was a l l  f i n i s h e d ,  and a l o t  of t h e  th ings  
t h a t  they d i d  put  i n  which a t  t h a t  t ime was very  modern cons t ruc t ion ,  
t h e r e  was running water  put i n  t h e  house, and an  u p s t a i r s  bathroom. 

Q. Oh. 

A.  And t h i s  was a l s o  a complicated plumbing s i t u a t i o n  of which a 
neighborhood farmer,  M r .  Keetch Bone, from over  a t  Rock Creek d id  the  
plumbing. And the re ,  you see ,  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  area--now t h e  w e l l  
t h a t  we mentioned i n  digging furn ished  d r ink ing  water  which is h igh  
in--well i t ' s  r e a l l y  l ime depos i t  and so i t ' s  so-cal led hard water. 
And f o r  c leans ing ,  i t ' s  very  d i f f i c u l t  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h a t  t ime when 
you used only soap, t h e r e  were no de t e rgen t s ,  and it curdled i n s t e a d  
of cleansed. And so  i t  was necessary t o  have a c i s t e r n  and s o f t  water-- 
c i s t e r n  o r  s o f t  water  f o r  washing purposes,  bu t  you c a n ' t  t r u s t  c i s t e r n  
water  f o r  dr inking  because of t h e  run-off i n  t h e  g u t t e r s  and whatnot. 
So t h e r e  was t h e  two water  system t o  be put  through one pump . . . 
Q" Oh. 

A.  . . . and s o  t h i s  whi le  i t  sounds very--well unnecessary, it was a 
very  complicated process  and a t  t h a t  po in t ,  t h e  house took on kind of 
unusualness because of t h e  plumbing f e e t  of M r .  Bone. The second th ing  
that made t h e  cons t ruc t ion  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  was t h e  f a c t  that 
they b u i l t  an  e l e c t r i c  system i n t o  t h e  house, and i t  was a g a s o l i n e  
engine, a Lal ley  p l a n t ,  and t h e  gaso l ine  engine charged t h e  b a t t e r i e s ,  
and t h e  b a t t e r i e s  then  i n  t u r n  furn ished  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  t h e  house. 
And i t  was, i t  was a good innovat ion.  It was b e t t e r  than  t h e  s e t t l i n g  
th ings ,  i t  seemed a l i t t l e  s a f e r  than those.  But i t  wasn ' t  a l t o g e t h e r  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  and very  f r equen t ly  we were using poor lamps because the  
b a t t e r i e s  weren ' t  charged, which had t o  be done a l l  t h e  time. So, i n  
t he  t o t a l  cos t  05 t h e  house, Daddy f igu red  i t  wi th  t h e  cos t  of l abo r  
and m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  house cos t  approximately $3,000 t o  $3,500. 

Q. This house? 

1 A. I n  1914. And a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  house had four  bedrooms u p s t a i r s ,  
11 and a ba th  and a sewing room so  a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  l a r g e  rooms 

and two small rooms u p s t a i r s ,  and downstairs  t h e  l i v i n g  room, f r o n t  
h a l l ,  d in ing  room, l a r g e  k i tchen ,  and i n  t h e  back t h e r e  were two 
sma l l  rooms. 

i Q. What were they used f o r ?  

A. The two small rooms. One w a s  t h e  l i t t l e  o f f i c e  e f f e c t  and we c a l l e d  
it t h e  den. The te lephone was i n  t h e r e  and it had an  o u t s i d e  en t rance  
off  of t h e  back porch, and t h e  second s m a l l  room was c a l l e d  the  washroom. 
So t h a t  when t h e  men came i n  from t h e  barn and t h e  f i e l d ,  they came i n  
and went t o  t h e  washroom t o  hang up t h e i r  f i e l d  c lo thes ,  and t h e r e  was 
a washbasin and t h i s  was the i r - - ju s t  a gene ra l  u t i l i t y  room f o r  people 
use, n o t  f o r  laundry use. 
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Q. Oh. 

A.  And then of course  t h e  f u l l - s i z e d  basement. And so  t h i s  was t h e  
house cons t ruc t ion ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  c o s t  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
There'd been very f e w  changes made i n  t h e  house s i n c e  then. But one 
change when m y  pa ren t s  go t  a long i n  yea r s  and after Daddy--Daddy had 
a major h e a r t  a t t a c k  as I mentioned be fo re ,md  a t  t h a t  time t h e  doc tor  
t o l d  him he would never be a b l e  t o  go up and down s t a i r s  aga in .  He'd 
never be a b l e  t o  d r i v e  a n  automobile aga in ,  and he had j u s t  purchased 
a new car, and t h i s  made him r e a l l y  p r e t t y  s i c k .  And so it--he kind 
of went by t h e  r u l e s  and got  a long  f i n e  and wore ou t  t h a t  c a r  and two 
o the r s .  But t h e r e  was a t ime t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  might be a need 
f o r  a downstairs  bedroom. So t h e  back porch was taken  off--on t h e  
northwest corner--and a downstairs  bedroom was b u i l t  t he re .  And j u s t  
so t h a t  i t  was f o r  convenience of o l d e r  years .  And t h e r e  w a s  a minor 
change made i n  t h e  downstairs  h a l l  and a ha l f  bath put i n .  

Q. So t h e r e  were two porches then? Two back porches.  

A. There were two back porches. 

Q. Oh. 

A. One f o r  family use  and en t rance  t o  t h e  k i t chen  and t h e  o t h e r  f o r  
t h e  o u t s i d e  en t rance  f o r  h i r e d  h e l p  pr imar i ly .  

Q. Yes. 

A.  And then  w e  have a l a r g e  f r o n t  porch which nobody i n  t h e  world 
ever  uses  . 
Q. They're p r e t t y  t y p i c a l ?  On a farm? 

A. I t h i n k  it was t y p i c a l  of t h a t  per iod.  You mean t h e  f r o n t  porch. 
being t y p i c a l ?  

Q. The f r o n t  porch on a house was t y p i c a l  I th ink .  I mean . . . 
A. Y e s ,  yes,  I t h i n k  i t  was. 

Q. . . . houses had f r o n t  porches.  But t h e  l a c k  of use  . . . 
A.  Yes, I be l i eve .  I n  f a c t  I ' v e  l i v e d  he re  f o r  f o u r  yea r s  now. I've 
had two people come t o  t h e  f r o n t  door. One was a young h igh  school  boy 
t h a t  didn't--was a l i t t l e  ill a t  ea se  and d i d n ' t  q u i t e  know where t o  
knock. And so  h e  came t o  t h e  f r o n t  door very formally,  having walked 
around t h e  house t o  do this. The o t h e r  was just r e c e n t l y ;  two l i t t l e  
boys had a f l a t  t i r e  on a b i cyc l e  on t h e i r  way from Spr ing f i e ld  t o  
New Salem park, and they came t o  t h e  f r o n t  door. So immediately, I 
know t h a t  they are a . . . 
Q. I t 's  got  t o  be  somebody from town. ( laughs)  
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A. Right.  But so much f o r  t h e  house. I j u s t  thought i t  might be 
kind of i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know. 

Q. You mentioned t h e  k i t chen  f o r c e  a t  ha rves t ing ,  th resh ing  time. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who was t h e  k i tchen  fo rce?  

A. Well, t h e  lady of t h e  house would sha re  l a b o r  and a s s i s t a n c e  wi th  
o t h e r  households j u s t  a s  t h e  men were sha r ing  l abo r .  And usua l ly  i t  
was your immediate f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  neiqhborhood. Two o r  t h r e e  women, 
your immediate neighbors.  A l l  t hose  t#hat you normally t raded  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  amount of help,  maybe t h e  m e 4  would t r a d e  wi th  them. I mean, 
you always had c e r t a i n  ones t h a t  you qxchanged s e r v i c e s  more f r equen t ly ,  
and so t h e  women, t h i s  was t h e  same th ing  and usua l ly  t h e r e  were, oh, 
t h r e e  o r  fou r  women and f i v e  o r  s i x  children t h a t  accumulated i n  t h e  
k i tchen ,  and t h i s  was the  k i tchen  fo rce .  

Q. You hear  about t h e s e  people,  u sua l ly  o l d e r  people from farms t a l k  
about;  we had enough food t o  feed  a t h re sh ing  crew. 

A.  Right.  

Q.  What kind of food d id  you feed  a t h re sh ing  crew? What kind of 
food, you know? 

A. What kind of food? Well, i t  was  r e a l l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  work food. 
Bas i ca l ly  l o t s  of po ta toes ,  l o t s  of mashed pota toes .  Usually two 
k inds  of meat. We'll  say ham was a s tandard  a s  a r u l e ,  o r  chicken 
could be  interchanged wi th  i t ,  and then  you would have a beef of some 
kind. Meat l o a f ,  beef r o a s t ,  something of t h i s  kind. Some people 
might have pork chops. Now t h e  problem, of course,  i n  the k i t chen  was 
v a r i e t y  because i f  you had a t h re sh ing  crew t h a t  a t e  wi th  you f o r  ten 
days s t r a i g h t ,  you d i d n ' t  want t o  come up wi th  t h e  same menu everyday. 

Q. Yes. 

A.  And so  t h e s e  would be--you would have two meats of some s e l e c t i o n .  
t h e  summers. This  u sua l ly  f e l l  i n  

F,ND OF S I D E  O N E  

Q. Mrs. Sayre, the 
your grandfa ther  had 
know what t o  do with 
l earned  a l o t  from h 
a l i t t l e  b i t ?  

l a s t  t ime t h a t  w e  t a lked  t o  you, you mentioned t h a t  
given you a horse.  You s a i d  tha t  you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
him, but  he taught  you a l o t  about l i f e ,  o r  you 

i m  o r  something. Would you l i k e  t o  expand on t h a t  
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A. Well, r e a l l y  what I meant by t h a t ,  t h i s  w a s  a pony and a pony is 
a very  headstrong, s t rong-wil led,  a determined l i t t l e  beasty.  And 
being an only c h i l d ,  I had spent  a g rea t  d e a l  of my t i m e  wi th  grown-ups, 
and I suppose they managed me, and I was unaware of t h i s .  I had never 
learned  t o  manage people myself,  and T l earned  from t h e  pony how t o  
dea l  with a pe r sona l i t y ,  and he had a pe r sona l i t y .  It was centered  
around t h e  feed  t rough and a water  trough. Very determined and 
you learned  t o  maneuver, and t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t  1 t h i n k  i t  was t h e  
f i r s t  p l ace  t h a t  I ever  learned  t o  r e a l l y  s tand  my ground a l i t t l e  
and be  determined i n  my way, too.  My dad kept  t e l l i n g  me, "Well, 
you've got  t o  make him do what you want him t o  do." And by d i s p o s i t i o n  
I d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o  h i t  t h ings .  I mean, t o  h i t  a pony was some--I l i k e d  
t h i s  pony, and t h i s  was somehow something t h a t  was very  d i s t a s t e f u l ,  
but  you l ea rned  i n  o rde r  t o  a s s e r t  your se l f ,  and t o  a--there w a s  a 
c o n f l i c t  of p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  Maybe no t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  maybe i t ' s  j u s t  
w i l l ,  maybe t h e r e  weren't  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of person and a horse ,  but  
t h i s  is what I meant, t h a t  I learned  t h a t  you d id  have t o  reach  a 
conclusion y o u r s e l f ,  and perhaps t a k e  s t rong  measures t o  a s s e r t  yourself  
t o  t h e  point  t o  accomplishing t h i s  th ing ,  and t h a t ' s  what I meant when 
I s a i d  I l ea rned  something from t h e  pony. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. What d id  you do when you were a c h i l d ?  Did you 
have f r i e n d s  around i n  t h e  neighborhood, o r  d id  you p lay  by y o u r s e l f ,  
what kind of games d i d  you p l a y ,  and how d i d  you spend your days,  and 
what'd you do f o r  fun ,  and d i d  you have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  you had t o  
c a r r y  out?  Tha t ' s  a l o t ,  but  j u s t ,  you know. 

A. It--as 1 look  back a t  it r e a l l y  I don't--I never thoughtof  spending 
my days some way. 1 guess I probably worried my mother t o  dea th  i n  t h a t  
being an  only c h i l d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no playmates w i th in  easy range. This  
is  one of t h e  problems of l i v i n g  i n  t h e  r u r a l  community. You do no t  
have exchange wi th  people of your own age un le s s  t h e y ' r e  i n  your own 
household. I n  a urban s i t u a t i o n ,  l i n e s  a r e  c l o s e r  and everybody on t h e  
block i n  a sense  i s  a community family . . . 
Q. Yes. 

A. . . . i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a  t h i s  is not  t r u e .  It became a major 
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  pa ren t s  t o  t ake  you t o  someone's house t o  p lay  and then 
t o  be  re turned ,  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  then  w a s  not  as easy a s  i t  is now 
with automobiles and s o  t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  exchange wi th  community 
playmates. This  was one of t h e  reasons t h e  school  experience was a 
very  happy s i t u a t i o n .  You were wi th  people your own age. Real ly f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime wi th  any cont inuing r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and so  on. 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  So as a smal l  ch i ld ,  I would say t h a t  I worr ied my mother to death. 
I had a swing out  of t h e  k i t chen  window i n  an  o ld  apple  t r e e ,  and I can 
r eca l l - - r ea l ly  when you say  what d id  I do, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  any- 
t h ing  t h a t  I d id  by way of  p lay ,  except ,  "Look Mother, Look," and 
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and Mother saying,  "Yes," and then  I e i t h e r  was swinging h igh  o r  I w a s  
t w i s t i n g  t h e  rope and t w i r l i n g  o r  some s t u p i d  c h i l d  th ing .  But when I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  I can remember many times say ing ,  "Look Mother, watch now," 
and I guess t h i s  was a ma t t e r  of needing playmates. And Mother out  t h e  
window would say ,  "Yes, I ' m  watching. Oh, t h a t ' s  good." And s o  t h i s  
is how my e a r l y  childhood w a s  spent .  

Q. You mean up u n t i l  t h e  time you went t o  school  probably o r  even a f t e r ?  

A .  Even a f t e r .  I would say up u n t i l  we l l ,  probably twelve y e a r s  o ld .  
Something of t h i s  kind. The event of t h e  day i n  those,  even up t o  
twelve, would be he lp ing  your pa ren t s  with--it  was always my duty t o  go 
t o  t h e  garden and g e t  t h e  vegetab les  and g e t  them cleaned,  and then  they 
were turned over to--for t h e  p repa ra t ion  t o  Mother. Then t h e  next  event  
of t h e  day was t o  wai t  f o r  t h e  men t o  come i n  from t h e  f i e l d .  This  was 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  household and we went t o  t h e  barn t o  meet them. This  
w a s  mealtime. This  was when your dad came and i f  t h e r e  was any news o r  
happening he knew about it. So t h i s  was t h e  b i g  event .  Nighttimes, I 
r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember what we d id  a t  n igh t .  Everybody was t i r e d  and 
went t o  bed, I guess. 

Then i n  h igh  school  t imes,  o r  t h a t  is  by twelve, one of the--again one 
of t h e  major I would say  th ings  t h a t  shaped my e a r l y  l i v i n g  was 4-H 
work because t h i s  was q u i t e  important .  I s t a r t e d  out  sewing and because 
a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  were few a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  g i r l s  took p a r t  
i n ,  not  as much a s  t h e  programs now, but  t h e  g i r l s  d i d  t h e  cooking, t he  
sewing, and t h e  room improvement p r o j e c t s .  Those were t h e  major ones. 
And I s t a r t e d  out  i n  4-H work and t h i s  was t h e  b i g  event  f o r  t h e  summer. 
So r e a l l y  t h e  school  year ,  you were looking t o  t h e  schoolroom f o r  your 
s o c i a l  con tac t s ,  and then  t h e  4-N i n  t h e  summer was your world. And it 
was i n  4-H work t h a t  I went f i r s t  through t h e  sewing s i t u a t i o n  and then 
it  became d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  l eade r s .  And s o  I became a l eade r  of t h e  
4-H c lub  when real ly I was one of t h e  youngsters  i n  the--1 was j u s t  an  
o l d e r  member i n  t h e  club is  what i t  amounted t o .  

Q. But you had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  teaching  t h e  o t h e r s .  

A .  Yes, and helping.  Now mother w a s  t he  l e a d e r  and I was an  a s s i s t a n t  
l e a d e r  . . . 
Q. Oh. 

A. . . . f o r  a couple yea r s ,  and then  i t  s o r t  of reversed .  I took t h e  
major r o l e  of organiz ing  and ca r ry ing  t h e  meetings, and she  was kind of 
around f o r  counsel.  And t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  mothers i n  t h e  same capac i ty .  
So i t  meant teaching  t h e  youngsters  and he lp ing  them wi th  their-- 
everybody i n  4-H work at t ha t  po in t  had t o  present  a t a l k  and be  on 
the  program, and a t  t h e  time i t  seemed l i k e  such a ho r ro r  f o r  t h e  ind iv idua l  
t h a t  was having t o  do t h i s .  Then a t  t h e  planning s t a g e  i t  seemed l i k e  
such a chore t o  g e t  everybody l i n e d  up t o  do i t .  It would have been so  
much s impler  t o  tell them, "Do i t  youself . I 1  But a s  you look  back now t h i s  
w a s  bas i c ,  e x c e l l e n t  t r a i n i n g  f o r  youngsters  t h a t  had had no pub l i c  
speaking . . . 
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Q. Yes. 

A. . . . and i t  was a way of r e a l l y  developing people,  and i n  l ead ing  
t h i s ,  I t h i n k  I developed, I ' m  s u r e ,  more than  I would have i f  I had 
j u s t  been doing th ings .  

A. Then mother a t  t h a t  s t a g e  w a s  doing judging. There a r e  always those  
e t e r n a l  c o n t e s t s  i n  4-H work a t  t h a t  po in t .  And s o  mother would go and 
judge, and I would go a n d m o r e o r l e s s  watch and l i s t e n .  And through t h i s  
I t h i n k  I began t o  l e a r n  a l i t t l e  of t h e  eva lua t ing  processes .  Not j u s t  
doing t h e  eva lua t ing .  Then when I w a s  a s e n i o r  i n  h igh  school,  t h e r e  
was a con te s t  t h a t  was o f f e r e d  by a m a i l  o rde r  house through t h e  4-H 
work. A mai l  o rde r  house, excuse me, i n  Chicago. Chicago mai l  o rde r  
house, and it was o f f e r e d  through t h e  c lub  i n  demonstrating, and i n  
o r d e r  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  con te s t  you s t a r t e d  i n  your county. And one of 
t h e  neighbor women, Mrs. Car l  Kirby thought t h a t  t h i s  would be something 
worth t r y i n g  f o r ,  i n  t h e  county. She was a county 4-H person, and a 
person t h a t  read  a g r e a t  d e a l  and knew about t h e s e  th ings .  So she  
organized t h e  county s i t u a t i o n  and you s t a r t e d  out  wi th  ind iv idua l  
demonstrations.  The two winners of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  demonstrations 
became a county team. Then t h e  county team went t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The 
d i s t r i c t  then  t o  Champaign f o r  the s t a t e  thing.  And then  t h e  winner i n  
t h e  s t a t e  went t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Livestock Show i n  Chicago, which i s  
t h e  kind of t h e  end of t h e  competi t ion year  i n  4-H work a s  we l l  a s  o the r  
l i v e s t o c k  a reas .  But t h a t ' s  where t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  go, they 
s t i l l  do, f o r  t h e i r  f i n a l  eva lua t ion  and top  placements. 

Well a11 4-H went i n t o  t h i s  same p a t t e r n  inc luding  t h i s  demonstration 
con te s t ,  and so  Nancy Grosball--a g i r l  from t h e  county--and myself went 
through i t  and won t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e s t ,  and t h e  award was a t r i p  t o  
Europe, t o  be planned. Now t h e  company, t h e  ma i l  o r d e r  company gave 
t h e  fund t o  t h e  s t a t e  l e a d e r  who w a s  Mary McKee a t  t h e  t ime on t h e  
s t a t e  ex tens ion  s t a f f  a t  Champaign, and s h e  planned t h e  t r i p .  Mrs. 
Kirby t h e  county l e a d e r  and t h e  two girls, Nancy and myself, were t o  
t a k e  t h i s  t r i p .  We were gone a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than  a month. I t ' s  
t e r r i b l e  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  j u s t  how long. It was b e t t e r  than  a month. 
And f o r  both Nancy and myself i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h a t  we had 
s c a r c e l y  been--well we had been t o  Chicago, but  o t h e r  than  t h a t  we 
were d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ou t  of t h e  county. 

And so  we went t o  Chicago and we had the  experience of broadcas t ing  
from WLS which was the ,  the s t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
people,  and then  we went on t o  New York and were met--well f i r s t  we 
went t o  Washington, and t h e r e  we were met by n a t i o n a l  4-H l eade r s ,  
and we saw Washington. And then we went on t o  New York and were met 
by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  m a i l  o rde r  house, and from t h e r e  we took, 
went by boat-the Leviathan, which was t h e  b i g  boat  a t  t h a t  time, 
t h e  Queen Mary would make i t  look mighty small, by t h i s  time. So 
t h i s  was a real experience f o r  two l i t t l e  g i r l s  t h a t  had never been 
out  of t h e  county. Being f r igh tened  t h e  f i r s t  t ime on t h e  boa t ,  bu t  



J e a n e t t e  Sayre 42 

we came back on t h e  same boa t ,  and we devised va r ious  methods of 
accomplishing on t h e  t r i p  home th ings  t h a t  we couldn ' t  accomplish 
t h e  f i r s t  time. The boa t ,  of course,  w a s  d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  c l a s s e s .  
Tour i s t  c l a s s ,  f i r s t  c l a s s ,  and a . . . 
Q. Super duper. 

A. Yes, deluxe. You cou ldn ' t  go--we were t r a v e l i n g  t o u r i s t s ,  of 
course,  because t h e  idea  was t o  t ake  t h e  fund t h a t  we won and make 
i t  s t r e t c h  a s  f a r  a s  we could. So coming back we had a l ready  known 
t h e  t imings t h a t  g a t e s  were c losed .  So when w e  came back on t h e  boat 
we saw t h e  whole sh ip ,  inc luding  t h e  swimming pool  i n  t h e  deluxe c l a s s  
be fo re  they c losed  ga t e s .  Anyway, s o , t h i s  was a t r i p  t h a t  we v i s i t e d  
a home--now t h i s  w a s  a t r i p  t h a t  was w e l l  planned by M i s s  McKee because 
she  had done a g r e a t  d e a l  of homework a t  t h e  ex tens ion  l e v e l ,  and many 
of the people had t r ave l ed  and knew, and had c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  European 
area .  We v i s i t e d  f o r  i n s t ance ,  a p r i v a t e  home i n  Holland. Spending 
t h e  evening t h e r e  which was a r e a l  d i f f e r e n t  experience than j u s t  
walking through a town o r  museum. We v is i ted- -wel l  t h e  L ibe r ty  t e x t i l e  
s a l e s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  London, which was q u i t e  an experience.  We went t o  
t h e  diamond--well, t h e y ' r e  t h e  pol ishers-- the diamond c u t t e r  school  i n  
Amsterdam. O f  course,  a l l  t h e  museums--not a l l ,  bu t  i t  seemed l i k e  we'd 
been t o  them a l l .  ( laughs)  And s o  t h i s  was one of t h e  f i r s t  kind o f ,  
s t r e t c h i n g  i t  out  t h a t  t h e  world was a l i t t l e  b i t  l a r g e r  than  t h e  
immediate community. And then, fol lowing t h i s  of course,  Icame back and 
went t o  co l lege .  

Nancy, t h e  young--was younger and s t i l l  had two yea r s  i n  high school .  
So because of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  age,  and d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  Nancy saw a very 
d i f f e r e n t  s i d e  of t h e  t r i p  than  I d id .  I t h i n k  I w a s  w e l l  a l i t t l e  b i t  
more--1 don' t  know, hum-drum, I guess--routine i n  t h e  th ings  t h a t  I 
observed. Nancy saw a l l  t h e  funny th ings ,  bu t  between t h e  two of us ,  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  we both kind of  compared no te s  and got a good d e a l  ou t  of t h e  
t r i p .  So, t h i s  was 4-H and then  you came back and you were s t i l l  a 
l e a d e r  i n  4-H a f t e r  t h a t ,  and went t o  n a t i o n a l ,  oh not  n a t i o n a l  congress,  
bu t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  convention i n  Chicago, t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t imes I be l i eve  
it was. So t h i s  was--I would say ,  I owe a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  4-H a s  t h e  
broadening out  t h e  experience of a g r e a t ,  b igger  world, and see ing  
people a t  d i f fe ren t - - in  a d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  And so, 4-H d id  a g r e a t  d e a l  
f o r  me. 

Q. What d i f f e r e n c e s ,  o r  what d i f f e r e n c e  d id  you s e e  between Europe and 
t h e  United S t a t e s ?  What d i d  you expect  i t  t o  be  and what d i d  i t  prove 
t o  be? 

A. I r e a l l y  don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I expected anything.  It w a s  the--real ly  
this was one of t h e  p i t i e s ,  I guess ,  of winning something before  you 
were prepared f o r  going. Now we, Mrs. Kirby and M i s s  McKee t r i e d  t o  g e t  
us  t o  read and prepare  be fo re  hand, b u t  very frankly I think youngsters  
of t h a t  same age today would have more expec ta t ions ,  maybe more--maybe 
they would go wi th  more s t e r eo types  i n  t h e i r  minds. I didn'  t r e a l l y  
expect  anything p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I w a s  j u s t  ready t o  accept  anything. 
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So foods and everything were j u s t  a  real novel  experience,  and a s  Ear 
a s  being--looking f o r  a n y t h i n ~ t h i n g s  l i k e ,  w e l l  t he  a r t  works and 
th ings  of t h i s  kind. W e  spent  two whole days i n  t h e  Louvre, bu t  t h a t ,  
of course,  d i d n ' t  begin--and a s  f a r  a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  i s  concerned, t h e r e  
were th ings  . tha t  you came home r e a l i z i n g  how much you had missed i n  
your h i s t o r y  courses ,  because t h e r e  w e r e  such ques t ions  and gaps i n  
th ings .  

You would go--again i n  France, you would go t o  a l l  of t h e s e  c a s t l e s ,  
t h e  T u i l e r i e s  Gardens, s ee ing  where Louis and Marie An to ine t t e  l i v e d ,  
and you began t o  be very aware of how l i t t l e  you knew about t h e s e  
people,  and you were--I came home, and I s t i l l  have t h i s ,  and 1 have 
d i f f i c u l t y  not  being embarrassed when I t r a v e l ,  because I f e e l  i t ' s  
such a  degrading th ing  f o r  people t o  come and look a t  you and not  even 
know anything about you, and I sometimes f e e l  t h a t  when I t r a v e l  t h i s  
is what I ' m  doing. You go t o  s e e  a  country and you don ' t  know anything 
about t h e  country. You don ' t  speak t h e  language and I almost g e t  t o  
t h e  po in t  of th inking  I b e t t e r  s t a y  home because t h e r e ' s  something 
about t h e  th ing  t h a t ,  i t ' s  j u s t  wrong. 

And I th ink  I f e l t  t h i s  aga in  when I--one of t h e  major experiences i n  
t h a t  f i r s t  t r i p  we d id  go t o  over  Oberammergau and it was t h e  yeax of  t h e  
Passion Play. I t 's  given only every t e n  yea r s  and this--we happened t o  
be on t h e  r i g h t  year ,  and i t  was such a new experience t o  me t o  s e e  
Old Testament and New Testament r e a l l y  being woven toge the r ,  and i t  
was one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  i n  my Sunday School experience I went 
r egu la r ly ,  but  t h e r e  were a l o t  of l i t t l e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t o r i e s  and I 
never had been c l e v e r  enough on my own t o  weave them toge the r  a s  a  
whole p i c t u r e .  The Pass ion  Play d i d  t h a t  f o r  me.  

But I always wanted--I kept a f t e rwards  thinking--I want t o  s e e  it again 
because is  i t  r e a l l y  as g r e a t  a  product ion a s  I f e l t  i t  was a t  f i r s t .  
So t h r e e  yea r s  ago I went back t o  t h e  Passion Play aga in  j u s t  t o  s e e  it. 
To see what i t  was, and I will have t o  say t h a t  I was j u s t  as impressed 
wi th  i t  as a n  a d u l t  a s  I had been wi th  [ i t ]  a s  a  h igh  school  youngster.  

But t h e  th ing  t h a t  1 t h i n k  t h e  whole--back t o  your o r i g i n a l  ques t ion ,  
t h i s  whole bus iness  of what d id  I expect .  I d i d n ' t  expect  anything,  
t h e r e f o r e  i t  a l l  was j u s t  a  f r e s h  new experience t o  me. Now when-- 
t h i s  l a s t  t r i p  when I went back t o ,  t h i s  t ime t o  t h e  Scandinavian 
coun t r i e s  and down t o  t h e  Pass ion  Play. I found i n  my own mind, I 
w a s  expect ing c e r t a i n  t h ings  i n  c e r t a i n  coun t r i e s .  And I don ' t  t h ink  
I went wi th  a s  hea l thy  a n  a t t i t u d e  as I went when I was younger because 
t h e  o t h e r  t ime I was j u s t  a  sponge soaking up f e e l i n g s  I th ink .  

Q. Yes, yes.  

A. So, so much f o r  4-H, bu t  t h e  th ing  t h a t  I wanted t o  kind of say t h a t  
r e a l l y  one of t he  th ings  t h a t  w e  t a lked  about here ,  w a s  t h e  c o l l e g e  
per iod  and how I happened t o  dec ide  on home economics and t h e  U. of I. 
[Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ] .  Well t h e  4-H and t h e  ex tens ion  cen te r ing  i n  
t h i s  was r e a l l y  what shaped t h a t  up, 
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Q. Y e s .  

A.  So 4-H was important ,  both i n  see ing  o t h e r  people through the  t r i p ,  
working wi th  people,  l e a r n i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  people,  p ick ing  up what t he  
pony had taught  me, I guess,  a l i t t l e  b i t  a s  we l l  a s  a more o r  l e s s  
deciding t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  I wanted t o  work i n  when I taught .  So 4-H was 
the  ma j o r  th ing .  

. I have t h r e e  ques t ions  about t h a t  4-H experience. F i r s t  of a l l ,  
do you know t h e  name of t h e  Chicago m a i l  o r d e r  house? O r  was i t  t h e  . . . 
A. It was t h e  Chicago m a i l  o rde r  house a t  t h a t  t ime, and now i t  is  t h e ,  
oh, I ' v e  fo rgo t t en ,  i t  has changed names. 

Q. What year  was t h a t  when you were the re?  

Q. Between t h e  wars then? And what was your p r o j e c t  t h a t  you d id ,  and 
how o l d  were you? W e l l  you had graduated from high school  so . . . 
A. I had j u s t  graduated from high  school  and t h e  p r o j e c t  was not  a 
p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  sense of a sewing o r  foods p r o j e c t .  It was a demonstration 
on s e l e c t i n g  your wardrobe, and t h e  a c c e s s o r i e s  t h a t  went wi th  i t ,  and 
it was worked out  around a p a t t e r n  of d i f f e r e n t  occasions,  s e l e c t i n g  a 
d re s s ,  and we used d re s ses  t h a t  t h e  4-H youngsters  had made f o r  t hese  
th ings .  Some Nancy had made, I had made one and then  some of t h e  o t h e r  
people had made them. And then  we chose shoes and acces so r i e s ,  b e l t s  
and a l l  t h i s  rigamarole,  and t h i s  was a p re sen ta t ion ,  and i t  w a s  
d e f i n i t e l y  team dea l .  And it was, 1 t h ink ,  one of t h e  amazing experiences.  

The f i r s t  time t h a t  we put on--we d id  t h i s  twice i n  t h e  contest--and the  
f i r s t  t i m e  i t  j u s t  went o f f  fine, j u s t  l i k e  c lock  work, no problems. 
Everything w a s  a l l  r i g h t .  Nancy t a lked  we l l  on h e r  f e e t  and I could--we 
d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have memorized p a r t s ,  but you knew what w a s  coming next ,  
and kind o f ,  i t  had been rou t in i zed  enough because you had gone through 
it enough. But t h e  second day I don ' t  r e c a l l  what we had done be fo re  
o r  why, but  I can s t i l l  remember t h i s  very  s h a t t e r i n g  experience of j u s t  
going a lone ,  every th ing  was f i n e ,  and suddenly t h e r e  was not  one thought 
o r  one r e a c t i o n  i n  your mind. You were r e a l l y  drawing a complete blank,  
and when you say  you draw a blank, i f  you've never r e a l l y  experienced i t ,  
you don ' t  know how blank i t  can be. 

And I h e s i t a t e d  f o r  a minute and Nancy could s e e  t h a t  something was kind 
of wrong, and s h e  handed me something and s a i d ,  "Now you know t h i s  might 
be an i n t e r e s t i n g  . . ." I don ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  words she  s a i d ,  bu t  
she  l e d  me r i g h t  back i n  t o  what my thought was and everything was f i n e .  
I was no t  f r igh tened .  It w a s  no t  something--I don ' t  know j u s t  what i t  
was, anyway I drew a blank period,  and la ter  i n  t h e  th ing ,  Nancy had a 
similar s i t u a t i o n ,  but  t h i s  was where team work and t h e  judges saw t h i s .  
They knew e x a c t l y  what was happening, and they saw t h a t  i t  was a team 
s i t u a t i o n  and t h i s  is  one of t h e  reason t h a t  I t h i n k  we--I'm not  
recommending drawing blanks,  but  I t h i n k  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  i t  
helped. 
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Q. Both of you were cool  enough t h a t  you could l eave  t h e  o t h e r  ou t  of 
i t  without  becoming t e r r i f i e d .  

A. So, so  much f o r  the--and i t  was a demonstration p r o j e c t  i n  answer 
t o  your questfon.  

Q. Okay, l e t ' s  see.  Oh, d id  you he lp  p l a n t  t h e  garden? You mentioned 
br inging  i n  t h e  vegetab les .  Did you he lp  wi th  t h e  gardening? 

A. A s  a c h i l d ?  Oh, yes .  It w a s  a family p r o j e c t ,  Father  on t h e  heavy 
end of t h e  hoe, and Mother superv is ing  and he lp ing  p l an t ing ,  where t o  
put  w h a t ,  and oh, d e f i n i t e l y ,  i t  was a family p r o j e c t .  I always got  t o  
cover t h e  beans and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  Mother dropped them and I got  t o  
cover them. So i t  was a b i g  p r o j e c t .  

Q. How d i d  you go about i t ?  Did you plow o r  spade? 

A. Plowed. Plowed wi th  horses  and usua l ly  got  i n  t h e r e  then  wi th  a 
harrow t o  work i t  down. It was a small--at t h a t  t ime everything had t o  
be fenced because of t h e  l i v e s t o c k  and chickens, e t c . ,  had t o  be kept  
out  of t h e  garden. So a garden was always a fenced a r e a ,  which presented 
some problems i n  t h e  plowing and t h e  maintenance of i t ,  but  i t  was a 
horse  s i t u a t i o n  l a r g e  enough t o  fence.  

Q. What kind of a fence  d id  you use? 

A. Pr imar i ly  a woven w i r e  fence w a s  t h e  predominant t h ing  a l l  over t h e  
farm, except t h e  locked fences.  Horses and ca t t le - -pr imar i ly  horses-- 
have a tendency t o  run i n t o  fences  and i n j u r e  themselves un le s s  they 
s e e  them. A s  y o u ' l l  always n o t i c e  a horse  farm has ,  i f  i t  has  a wise 
fence  i t  has a whi te  board around it. This  is  because the  ho r se  does 
not s e e  t h e  fence  and then  can cu t  themselves and have problems. So 
i n  genera l ,  t h e  l o t  fences  were board, oak and cedar board, no t  cedar ,  
Cyprus. And t h e  garden was a w i r e  fence,  but  chicken t i g h t  so t h e  
chickens couldn ' t  g e t  i n .  

Q. Yes. Did you have a s e p a r a t e  pe renn ia l  garden f o r  you know t h e  
pe renn ia l  kinds of f r u i t s  o r  vege tab les  o r  d i d  you--like I'm th inking  
of asparagus and rhubarb, was t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  main garden? 

A. They were i n  the main garden around t h e  edges, and t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  
asparagus bed and a l l  of t h i s  w a s  around t h e  edges. There was a s e p a r a t e  
a r e a  c a l l e d  t h e  orchard f o r  f r u i t  t r e e s ,  bu t  t h e  garden had t h e  pe renn ia l s  
because he re  again,  they had t o  be fenced, And t h e  s t r awber r i e s ,  rhubarb, 
r a ~ p b e r r i e s ~ a s p a r a g u s ,  t h e s e  were a l l  i n  t he re .  Now t he  po ta toes  were 
usua l ly  out  of t h e  garden. They took more a r e a  and t h e r e  u sua l ly  was a 
spot  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Someplace t h a t  you would have a couple of rows af 
pota toes .  

Q. What about corn? 

A. And corn t h e  same way. 
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Q. F i e l d  corn, o r  d id  you have sweet corn? 

A. Sweet  corn. 

Q. But you s t i l l  had a s e p a r a t e  p lace?  

A .  Yes, and t h a t  was moved around because you see ,  sweet corn and f i e l d  
corn mix. They p o l l i n a t e  a t  t h e  same time and so t h e  sweet corn pa tch  
had t o  be  moved away from t h e  o t h e r  corn a l i t t l e  so t h a t  t h e  patches-- 
a patch  of po ta toes  and a pa tch  of corn were t y p i c a l  because of spacing 
and they vary  from year  t o  year .  Sometimes maybe you would have a small 
amount of  both po ta to  and corn i n  t h e  garden, but  p r imar i ly  they were 
moved ou t  because you needed t h e  space for--you p lan ted  e a r l y .  You 
p lan ted  your l e t t u c e  and your rad ishes ,  b e e t s ,  and c a r r o t s  and parsn ips .  
Those were always t h e  f i r s t  t h ings  in ,  and then  you p lan ted  beans and 
peas . . . 
Q. What kind of beans? 

A. Bush beans f i r s t ,  and peas came i n  t h a t  f i r s t  p l an t ing  i f  you decided 
t o  have them. And then  t h e r e  would be bush beans and then  you would come 
a long  wi th  your tomatoes and cabbage p l a n t s  which sometimes you r a i s e d  
and sometimes you bought a t  t h e  s t o r e  depending on whether--how t h e  work 
was going i n  t h e  spr ing .  If everything was open you p lan ted  your own 
seed and you had your own l i t t l e  hotbed e f f e c t ,  but  sometimes you bought 
yaur p l a n t s .  And then l a t e r  you p lan ted  p o l e  beans and (pause) and then  
t u r n i p s  i n  t h e  f a l l .  They were--sometimes you p lan ted  t u r n i p s  e a r l y  
but  a s  a r u l e  J u l y  25th  [ i f  t h e ]  weather was dry ,  which reminds m e  I d i d n ' t  
p l a n t  mine t h i s  year .  You p lan ted  t u r n i p s  f o r  f a l l  p l an t ing  and t h a t  was 
t h e  primary garden. Now occas iona l ly  t h e r e  would be something t h a t  some 
body would dec ide  they wanted t o  t r y .  W e  seldom had squash and t h e  pumpkins 
were r a i s e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q. Watermelon? 

A.  No watermelon i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. Oh. 

A. They simply don ' t  do we l l  i n  t h i s  b lack  s o i l .  Watermelons need a 
d i f f e r e n t  kind of s o i l .  If you had a n  o ld  s t r aw  s t a c k  you occas iona l ly  
p lan ted  muskmelon and watermelon, but  t h i s  was usua l ly  one, o r  a t  most 
a two year dea l ,  depending on t h e  s t a c k  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  You s e e  t h e r e  
was a l i k e n e s s ,  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of humus. It he ld  t h e  moisture 
but  had good dra inage  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  The s o i l  he re  is too  b lack  and 
too  gumbo for watermelon. So t h a t  was t h e  garden and t h e s e  were th ings  
t h a t ,  a s  I say, i t  v a r i e d  f r o m  year  t o  year, but gene ra l ly  speaking i t  
was p r e t t y  much t h e  p a t t e r n .  

Q. Did you eve r  hear  of t h e  word t r u c k  patch? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Did you ever  use i t  a t  home? 

A.  No. We never used t h i s .  A t r u c k  patch a s  a r u l e  i nd ica t ed  a 
commercial e n t e r p r i s e  near  a c i t y ,  and gardening was not  commercial. 
I mean, you never  s o l d  your vege tab les .  There were t r u c k  gardeners  
around. Now f o r  i n s t ance  around Spr ing f i e ld ,  I have heard t h e  term 
the re  and I heard my dad use i t  as a t r u c k  gardener ,  bu t  t h i s  i nd ica t ed  
a l a r g e  enough vegetab le  ope ra t ion  f o r  s a l e ,  and s o  we never considered 
our garden a s  a t r u c k  patch.  

Q. Okay. 

A. Seldom d id  I ever  hear  t h i s  term. I heard it.  I knew what i t  
meant, but not--it  wasn't ,  i t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  apply.  

Q. Yes. Was your garden t h a t  you j u s t  descr ibed  t o  me s i m i l a r  t o  your 
grandmother's garden o r  d id  she  have d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h e r  garden? Was 
t h i s  j u s t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  garden? 

A. P r e t t y  t r a d i t i o n a l .  O f  course,  gardens always r e f l e c t  t h e  t a s t e s  
of t h e  people.  I f  they don ' t  l i k e  parsn ips ,  t h e y ' r e  no t  going t o  p l a n t  
parsn ips .  Daddy always l i k e d  parsn ips ,  and we always had it. I never 
q u i t e  understood why, bu t  he  seemed t o  understand i t .  Now my grandmother 
I rwin ' s  garden was d i f f e r e n t  because aga in  t h e  use--the demand was 
d i f f e r e n t  because I can remember see ing  he r  garden and s h e  would have-- 
it  was a very  l a r g e  garden wi th  ve ry  long rows and she  would have, oh, 
twenty rows of po ta toes .  Pota toes  j u s t  seemed t o  go on and on and on. 

Q. Right i n  t h e  garden? 

A. Right i n  t h e  garden, but t h i s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  she  had a l a r g e  
family of f i v e  boys and a h i r e d  man, and everybody t o  cook for and they 
were c l o s e  t o  t h e  house f o r  digging purposes and she supervised i t .  Now 
i n  ou r  case  t h e  pota toes  were away because t h e r e  was a d i f f e r e n t  per iod 
here,  and they  d i d n ' t  need t h e  supe rv i s ion  q u i t e  so much. But grandmother 
needed those  po ta toes  where she  could send a boy ou t  t o  g e t  a bucket of 
po ta toes  f o r  t h i s  meal, and t h i s  i s  what I mean by superv is ion .  She 
d i d n ' t  send him c l e a r  t o  t h e  backside of t h e  farm someplace because h e  
wouldn't appear  i n  time, bu t  he  was out  t h e r e  where she  could say,  
'I Hurry, we need those  po ta toes  now.'' And so h e r  garden was a b igger  
garden, and I would say more a fundamental garden. There was very  
l i t t l e  l e t t u c e  and th ings  of t h i s  kind. 

Q. L i t t l e  green? 

A.  Not much green.  

Q. How about spinach? 

A. No. 

Q. Did they--where d id  they g e t  t h a t  o r  d i d  they even g e t  t h a t  kind of 
th ing?  
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A. They d i d n ' t  e a t  i t  much. Cabbage. 

Q. They d i d n ' t  g e t  wi ld  greens ou t  of t h e  , . . . 
A ,  Now they d i d  p i ck  wi ld  greens.  Y e s .  Wild greens were something 
d i f f e r e n t ,  bu t  t h i s  was now not  from my--I'm t a l k i n g  about t h e  po ta to  
pa tch  wi th  my Grandmother Irwin. 

Q. Oh. 

A. Now my Grandmother Thompson from the o t h e r  s i d e ,  were more i n c l i n e d  
t o  p i ck  wi ld  greens  and th ings  of t h i s  kind,  and t h i s  was one of t h e  
h i g h l i g h t s  of my childhood was when grandmother would come out  and we 
would go green hunt ing,  and t h i s  was a b i g  day. Once, she usua l ly  come 
about twice i n  t h e s p r i n g ,  and we would hunt greens and p i ck  greens,  and 
then  come i n  and wash them and we would have cornbread and usua l ly  by 
then t h e r e  would be new onions and greens and t h a t  was j u s t  t h e  b i g  
event of spr ing .  They both  t a s t e d  good, b u t  most of a l l  it was fun 
doing, (laughs) I th ink ,  and she  taught  you how t o  p i ck  greens,  which 
ones t o  g e t .  

Very, very e a r l y  we would p i ck  dandel ions and lamb's-quarters.  A l i t t l e  
l a t e r ,  t h e  second time as we would come out ,  u sua l ly  t h e  dandel ion 
would have g o t t e n  b i t t e r  and you used less and you used--we would f i n d  
wild mustard, t h i s  was t h e  most d e s i r a b l e ,  and then  you would f i l l  i n  
w i th  a small  amount of lamb's-quarters ,  some pepper g ra s s ,  some dock-- 
a c u r l y  dock--and those  were t h e  chief  ones t h a t  s h e  picked. Now 
t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  t h a t  I now know t h a t  you can use,  but  those  were t h e  
ones t h a t  she--and she  would more o r  l e s s  judge, "Now we don ' t  want too 
much more of t h a t .  That ' s  enough of t h a t .  Now l e t ' s  f i n d  so and so." 
Now r e a l l y  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  I don't: know whether Grandmother was doing t h i s  
a s  something a s  a way of having an a c t i v i t y  w i th  me, o r  whether she  was 
r e a l l y  f e e l i n g  a balance wi th in  t h e  green s e l e c t i o n .  I don' t  know. She 
l e d  me t o  b e l i e v e t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a balance t h a t  she  was t r y i n g  t o  work ou t .  

Q. Were t h e  greens cooked, o r  were they f r e s h ?  

A. Cooked. Cooked wi th  usua l ly  a p i ece  of ham o r  something i f  you had 
it f o r  seasoning and they were cooked very  long.  This  was one of the 
t h ings  t h a t  e a r l y  cooking wi th  a c o a l  range, you had long--that i s  
cons tan t  low h e a t ,  and t h e  range was t h e r e  going anyway because you 
d i d n ' t  le t  t h e  f i r e  go out. Now on a e l e c t r i c  s tove ,  you cook and you 
t u r n  o f f  your hea t ,  bu t  w i th  t h e  range it was cont inuing anyway and 
it was t h e  custom t h a t  you cooked th ings  f o r  hours.  Greens would cook 
f o r  probably two hours  be fo re  i t  w a s  even considered t h a t  they were 
nea r  done, and a t  t h a t  time they  were p r e t t y  much mush, and the  green 
beans were cooked always u n t i l  they  were limp and raggety,  and cabbage, 
oh, when I t h i n k  how w e  l i v e d  through the cabbage. It was cooked u n t i l  
i t  w a s  a brown kind of a t a n  co lo r ,  and t h a t  was cooked. I now cook 
cabbage no t  more than  t h r e e  minutes,  f i v e  minutes and i t  is overcooked. 
And t h i s  was j u s t  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  cooking, p r imar i ly  I t h i n k  because 
of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  of t h e  source  of hea t .  I mean, you wouldn? keep 
your s tove  running a l l  t h a t  t i m e  now. 
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Q. Except you wouldn't have needed t o  l eave  t h e  th ings  on t h a t  long  t o  
ge t  it cooked. It was j u s t  a  ma t t e r  of t a s t e  wasn't  i t ?  

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  t r u e .  

Q. Did you d r i n k t h e j u i c e  o r  t h e  b r o t h  from t h e  vegetab les?  

A.  Oh, pot  l i q u o r .  No, we d i d n ' t ,  but i n  t h e  south  they  d id .  ( laughs)  

Q. Yes. 

A. And pot  l i q u o r  is  something t h a t  I r e a l l y  never experienced u n t i l  
a f t e r  I was marr ied and we l i v e d  i n  At lan ta ,  Georgia. And t h e r e  I 
worked i n  t h e  out -pa t ien t  department of Grady's Hospi ta l ,  which was 
a  c i t y  h o s p i t a l ,  and I worked a s  a  n u t r i t i o n i s t  and t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  t h a t  I r e a l l y  r an  i n t o  pot  l i q u o r ,  and i t  was t h e  custom t h a t  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  got  t he  pot  l i q u o r  and t h e  grown-ups a t e  t h e  vegetab les .  

Q. The k ids  got  t h e  b e t t e r  end of t h e  dea l .  

A. They d id ,  and i t ' s  a saving grace  because t h e  c h i l d  took a  p i ece  of 
cornbread and t h e  pot  l i q u o r  soaked i t  up and i t  made i t  both--why i t  
was good food and even the--they d i d n ' t  f eed  a  c h i l d  pablum, they feed  
them pot  l i q u o r  on cornbread. Well t h e  c h i l d  was g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  good 
and t h e  grown-ups was doing t h e  b e s t  they  could wi th  what w a s  l e f t .  
( laughs)  So i t  was really--pot l i q u o r  w a s  something--but now r e a l l y  
t h e  greens t h a t  I experienced a s  a  c h i l d  were usua l ly  r egu la t ed  t o  
t h e  po in t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  pour off  much, but  i t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  cooked 
down. You d i d n ' t  s t a r t  them ou t  w i th  a l l  t h a t  l i q u i d .  You s t a r t e d  
them ou t  wi th  j u s t  enough s o  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  they were through you 
might add a  s m a l l  amount of water a s  they cooked s o  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  
g e t  t oo  low. But you d i d n ' t  pour o f f  anything,  and you d i d n ' t  have 
t h e  volume of p o t  l i q u o r  t h a t  some do. So I know what you mean by 
po t  l i q u o r .  

Q. Yes, I w a s  wondering about t h e  n u t r i t i o n ,  you know, t h a t  you would 
be lo s ing .  L e t ' s  s ee ,  you went t o  h igh  school .  You went t o  co l l ege .  
You m e t  your husband wh i l e  you were a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ?  

A. A t  t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  r i g h t .  

Q. Did you have a  whirlwind cour t sh ip ,  a long cour t sh ip  . . . 
A. Oh long, i t  went on forever .  No, I met him my second year  a t  the  
un ive r s i t y .  I ' l l  t a k e  t h a t  back. It was t h e  f i r s t  year ,  and he  was 
from t h e  hometown of my roommate, and so t h e  f i r s t  year  t h e r e  was a 
b l i n d  da t e .  The f r a t e r n i t y  house had one of i t s  func t ions ,  and he was 
a freshman. H e  w a s  a  year  younger than  I w a s .  He was a  freshman, and 
d i d n ' t  know where t o  f i n d  a d a t e  f o r  t h e  affair, and so,  of course,  he  
went t o  t h e  g i r l  t h a t  he  knew from home. She had a d a t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
bu t  h e r  roommate d i d n ' t ,  and so  I went on t h i s  b l i n d  d a t e  along wi th  
t h e  roommate and her  da t e ,  and then I dared him a  l i t t l e  bit t h a t  year .  
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Not too much, and then  t h e  next  year  I went wi th  him o f f  and on, and 
then t h e  t h i r d  year ,  he  was about t h e  only [one] I went with.  Then 
now you would c a l l  i t  going s teady .  A t  t h a t  po in t  I don ' t  r e a l l y  know 
what we d id  c a l l  i t .  You j u s t  d i d n ' t  d a t e  anybody e l s e .  ( laughs)  I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  way you s a i d  i t ,  and then  I graduated and taught  i n  
Athens, a s  we s a i d  be fo re ,  and he graduated a year  l a t e r ,  and a t  t h a t  
po in t  we--he had come back and f o r t h ,  and we s t i l l - - t h e n  I taught  f o r  
t h r e e  years ,  and then  we were marr ied.  So I r e a l l y  dated him about 
f i v e  yea r s  which is  long enough t o  g e t  acquainted I th ink .  It wasn ' t  
a whirlwind s i t u a t i o n .  It w a s  kind of a--I would say it w a s  a cou r t sh ip  
of h a b i t .  It was j u s t  kind of a hab i ty  th ing .  

Q. Comfortable h a b i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  and no problem of g e t t i n g  a d a t e  because you knew he  was going 
t o  ask you, and he knew he didn't: have t o  a s k  you ahead of t ime because 
you knew you were expect ing him t o  a s k  you, you know, and i t  was kind 
of a too bad s i t u a t i o n .  I t h i n k  cour t sh ips  of a whirlwind s i t u a t i o n  
maybe were b e t t e r  sometimes. (chuckles)  A l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  toes .  

Q. How long d id  you know you were going t o  marry him? When d id  you 
dec ide  t h a t  o r  d i d  he dec ide  t h a t  o r  . . . 
A. Again j u s t  kind of developed, I don ' t  believe--I don ' t  say t h a t  
people of t h a t  per iod  d i d n ' t  p lan  b e t t e r .  Maybe I d i d n ' t  plan.  Maybe 
I was t h e  one. But i t  j u s t  kind of developed. I r e a l l y  kind of got  
t i r e d  of teaching  school.  But t h a t  wasn ' t  t h e  primary th ing .  H e  was 
going t o  go t o  Harvard t o  do h i s  doc to ra t e  and i t  w a s  kind of a long 
way o f f .  And i t  was j u s t  kind of agreed t h a t  we'd do t h i s  t oge the r  
and I would do what I could t o  he lp .  I would--it j u s t  kind of developed. 
It was one of t h e s e  th ings ,  and we were married here .  

Q. I n  t h e  house? 

A.  I n  t h e  house, and i t  w a s  j u s t  a family. When I s a i d  j u s t  a family,  
only about f i f t y  people,  but  you know, t h e  house was f u l l .  It was j u s t  
cousins  and immediate family.  The two grandparents  and h i s  mother 's  
s i d e  on t h e  davenport and i t  was r i g h t  i n  t he  l i v i n g  room. And one of 
t h e  neighbor g i r l s  d id  t h e  music and t h e  church women came out  from 
the  church and served t h e  reception--a food--and then  we l e f t  a f t e r  
t h e  wedding, and went t o  Boston and I d i d n ' t  g e t  back f o r  another  year .  
So i t  was j u s t  kind of one of those  developments. And t h e  Boston 
s i t u a t i o n  was most i n t e r e s t i n g  and enjoyable.  I loved t h e  whole 
bus iness .  

Q. Yes, was t h e  wedding i n  t h e  house, t h e  way your family got  marr ied? 
The way people got  marr ied i n  gene ra l  then o r  church weddings o r  . . . 
A. L o t s  of church weddings. I would say t h a t  a church wedding was more 
normal than  a home wedding. I had a th ing  about b i g  church weddings. I 
s t i l l  have a th ing  about i t ,  and I s e e  i t  rubbing o f f  on my boys a t  t h i s  
po in t .  But I just--I  dreaded l a r g e  church weddings because t o  me it  
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was a sk ing  f o r  g i f t s .  You a s k  everybody t h a t  you can t h i n k  o f .  

END OF SIDE TWO 

Q. Mrs. Sayre, we were t a l k i n g  about weddings. Were t h e r e  any 
wedding customs i n  your family? 

A .  Well, I suppose t h e  family r e a l l y  run p r e t t y  much r o u t i n e  a s  far  
a s  t h e  s o c i a l  customs a t  t h e  time. Now my f a t h e r  and mother were 
married i n  t h e  home and a t  t h a t  time I t h i n k  weddings had a tendency 
t o  be home weddings f o r  them. I n  f a c t ,  a l l  of my mother 's  people--or 
b ro the r s  and s is ters--were married i n  t h e  home and they were q u i t e  g a l a  
a f f a i r s ;  many f lowers  from the  f l o r i s t  which i n  those  days was r e a l l y  
something way out  . . . 
Q. This was your mother 's wedding? 

A.  This  was my mother 's  and h e r  sister's, i n  o the r  words t h a t  genera t ion  
of people. And t h e r e  were sit-down b r e a k f a s t s  t h a t  were e l a b o r a t e  wi th  
p l ace  ca rds  t h a t  you remembered, l i t t l e  f anc i e s .  Then--now t h a t  was 
my mother 's genera t ion .  When i t  came' to  my genera t ion ,  I th ink  t h e  
church wedding w a s  more usua l ,  wi th  a standup r ecep t ion  fol lowing i t .  
This was t h e  usua l  p a t t e r n  and when I s a i d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  
church wedding, c e r t a i n l y  t h i s  i s  no r e f l e c t i o n  on anybody e l s e .  Maybe 
they simply f e l t  more c o r d i a l  toward people and maybe they f e l t  that  a 
church wedding was fu rn i sh ing  enter tainment  f o r  a g r e a t e r  number of 
people,  and s o  you had a l a r g e  wedding wi th  s i x  and e i g h t  bridesmaids.  
I somehow j u s t  as a personal  f e e l i n g  d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  t h i s  and s o  my 
wedding was i n  t h e  home. And t h e  immediate family--the people t h a t  I 
f e l t  were r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  as an  event  and m e  as a person and 
my husband's people t h e  same th ing .  H e  had a l a r g e  family,  bu t  they 
were n o t  as c l o s e  a group and i t  was t h e p a r t  of h i s  family t h a t  he f e l t  
was r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  him and they came. So i t  was t h e  home wedding, 

Now I t h i n k  maybe I ' v e  p lan ted  t h e  wrong s i t u a t i o n  wi th  my two boys, bu t  
I s e e  i t  coming through w i t h  them. The youngest one has  been married 
now f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  and i t  w a s  a very  small wedding. I t h i n k  she  would 
perhaps have been prepared f o r  a l a r g e r  wedding, bu t  he f e l t  t h a t  i t  was 
a form of--well i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  o s t e n t a t i o u s  t o  have a b i g  wedding. 
He thought i t  was a poor u se  of funds,  he thought t h a t  i t  was making a 
b i g  show when he d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  should be  a show t h a t  t h i s  should 
be something very  personal .  Now t h i s  w a s  his--and I t h i n k  t h a t  Stephanie 
agreed wi th  t h i s ,  bu t  I f e e l  t h a t  he had a l i t t l e  i n f luence  i n  i t ,  and I 
was a l i t t l e  embarrassed about i t  a t  t h e  t ime because I hoped I hadn ' t  
inf luenced him unthinkingly.  

Now my o l d e r  boy is  going t o  be married t h i s  September and I f i n d  t h e  
wedding p a t t e r n s  have r e a l l y  changed a g r e a t  dea l .  They now--their 
f r i e n d s  a r e  w r i t i n g  t h e i r  own wedding s e r v i c e s  and t h e y ' r e  memorizing. 
Now i n  my time, you repea ted  a f t e r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  and t h i s  is kind of an 
awkward--you f e e l  kind of l i k e  a blinQ person l ead ing ,  you know, through. 
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Then I f i n d  now t h e r e  a r e  more and more of them t h a t  a r e  memorizing 
t h e s e  and they simply say  t h e i r  vows, which has  r e a l l y  more meaning. 
I t h i n k  i t  has a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  approach than what my genera t ion  had. 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  about  t h i s  w r i t i n g  your own vows, but  i f  t h i s  i s  
something t h a t  they f e e l  about ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  f i n e .  Now I don't-- 
Rich is  about t o  w r i t e  h i s ,  I don ' t  know, w e ' l l  wai t  u n t i l  September 
t h e  second t o  s ee .  ( laughs)  

But, i n  o t h e r  words I t h i n k  weddings have gone t h e  same cyc le  t h a t  
everything e l s e  goes. From t h e  s imple home wedding t h a t  my grandparents  
had and then my pa ren t s ,  they got  a  l i t t l e  f a n c i e r  and then I went--then 
we went through t h e  b i g  church wedding and now we're  back t o  t h e  simple 
ones again.  So i t ' s  j u s t  kind of done t h e  cycle .  And I came through i n  
kind of--well, j u s t  stumbling along I guess ,  bu t  I j u s t  ob jec ted  t o  t h e  
b ig  wedding, probably because I w a s  a product of Depression t imes and 
f e l t  t h a t  I would r a t h e r  pu t  t h e  funds someplace e l s e ,  and t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  
a l l  t h a t  e n t e r t a i n i n g  f o r  people t o  come r e a l l y .  So t h a t  was t h e  wedding 
s i t u a t i o n  a s  f a r  . . . 
Q. Okay. How s h a l l  we proceed he re ,  s h a l l  we go on now and t a l k  about 
your c h i l d r e n  and t h e  subsequent d ivorce  . . . 
A. A l l  r i g h t .  

Q. . . . o r  s h a l l  we t a l k  about t h e  p l aces  you l i v e d  and then t h e  
c h i l d r e n  and . . . 
A. I t h i n k  we've kind of done t h e p l a c e s  we've l i v e d  in t h a t  o t h e r  t a p e  
I be l i eve ,  and s i n c e  we're  doing weddings I t h i n k  maybe we ought t o  j u s t  
go ahead wi th  weddings t h a t  don ' t  l a s t ,  meaning d ivorce .  

Q. Okay. 

A. Of course t h e  two ch i ld ren ,  I t h i n k  we've kind of covered t h a t .  They 
were--the o l d e s t  one w a s  i n  t h e  grandparents '  home as we moved i n  and out  
of t h e  dea l .  The youngest one was born in l ~ i s s i s s i p p i  and had no t  known 
the--we hadn ' t  moved a s  much wi th  him. When he was four--the youngest 
was f o u r  and t h e  o l d e r  one w a s  s ix- - i t  j u s t  was obvious t h a t  t h e  two 
p a r t n e r s  i n  t h i s  marriage had developed i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  

The war yea r s  probably had something t o  do wi th  t h i s ,  t h e  l i v i n g  a p a r t  
a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  probably had something t o  do wi th  t h i s ,  
t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  probably had something t o  do wi th  t h i s  and I ' m  
p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  admit t h a t  perhaps I was no t  very  well--I 've never  
been a very we l l  d i s c i p l i n e d  person perhaps. I ' m  say ing  t h i s  because, 
I th ink ,  I wasnot  ever  q u i t e  of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  not be myself i n  
some way. And i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n  where we w e r e  l i v i n g  I found 
t h a t  I was--I couldn ' t  be a person,  a s  a  person I was known a s  M r s .  Doctor 
Sayre and you were introduced a s  t h i s ,  you were just--you were nothing and 
t h i s  is  why I say maybe I was undisc ip l ined .  I j u s t  simply couldn ' t  q u i t e  
accept  t h i s  and I saw t h a t  my two c h i l d r e n  were being put  i n t o  t h e  same 
s i t u a t i o n .  They were D r .  Sayre ' s  c h i i d r e n  and Richard a t  seven had 
nothing,  I mean, of course  he  d i d n ' t  have anything as a  pe r sona l i t y ,  bu t  
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they never s a i d  t h i s  is  Richard Sayre, t h i s  i s  D r .  Sayre ' s  son and 
I somehow had the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was--well you saw i t  happening 
i n  o t h e r  households too ,  t h a t  we were never going t o  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  
of becoming our  own se lves .  

And so  t h i s  was b a s i c a l l y  a p a r t  of t h e  d ivorce  s i t u a t i o n .  I couldn ' t  
accept  i t  and l i v i n g  i n  t h e  South i n  J e r r y ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  a t  a moment's 
n o t i c e  you were supposed t o  have a b a b y s i t t e r ,  so  that i t  was a free 
flow t h a t  you j u s t  kind of divorced yourself  from your family i n  a 
sense  and even a t  t h a t  stage--now t h e  South a t  t h a t  s t a g e  was l i v i n g  
i n  a pattern--now t h i s  is  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of it. But t o  me they 
were l i v i n g  i n  a p a t t e r n  t h a t  was s e t  i n  pre-Civi l  w a r  t imes, bu t  they 
were l i v i n g  i n t h e r i m e  of a d i f f e r e n t  e r a  and they expected t h e  Negro 
family t o  be on c a l l  and they weren ' t .  They were l i v i n g  t h e i r  own 
l i v e s .  Now I was i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of being kind of between these  two 
per iods ,  almost two d i f f e r e n t  worlds i t  seemed t o  me and being a 
nor therner  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  I simply cou ldn ' t  ad jus t .  

So t h i s  i s  a p a r t  of my problem perhaps, but such t h i n g s  a s  on a moment's 
n o t i c e  you would be t o l d  t o  g e t  a b a b y s i t t e r .  Okay, where d i d  you have 
a b a b y s i t t e r ?  The maid's day--1 mean i t  was her day of f  and bes ides  you 
couldn ' t  a sk  he r  t o  l i v e  a t  your house, she  d id  have a family of h e r  own, 
and so  you found yourse l f  down i n  q u a r t e r s  hunt ing  anybody t h a t  could 
s t a y  w i t h  t h e  k ids  t on igh t .  "Carr ie ,  can you?" "No, I c a n ' t  ton ight . "  
"Well, do you know anybody?" "Well, maybe Daisy Mae," you know. You 
were running a l l  over q u a r t e r s  f i n d i n g  a b a b y s i t t e r  f o r  your c h i l d r e n  
ton ight .  

Q. They c a l l e d  it q u a r t e r s ?  

A .  Yes. The Negro s e c t i o n s  were c a l l e d  q u a r t e r s ,  a carry-over . . . 
Q. That ' s  a throwback t o  . . . 
A .  . . . a carry-over,  you s e e  t h i s  i s  what I mean, t h e  South a t  that-- 
maybe they 've  outgrown i t  now, I haven ' t  been t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  
years ,  bu t  they were l i v i n g  wi th  one foo t  i n  one period of t i m e  and one 
f o o t  i n  another .  Well, l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  you found t h a t  t h e  demand on 
your t ime t o  grow t o  be a M r s .  D r .  Sayre t o  carry--because he  was i n  
bus iness  and he was doing something e l s e  bu t  you had t o  go and r ep resen t  
t h e  company i n  a sense.  Not because of what you could o f f e r  bu t  because 
you were ca r ry ing  a name of a company. I found t h a t  my c h i l d r e n  were 
being r a i s e d  w i t h  anybody t h a t  I could g e t  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  house, and 
most of them were simply f i e ldhands  t h a t  were i n  t h e  f i e l d  all summer 
when you had major problems of having anybody i n  t h e  house because they 
l i k e d  t h e  s o c i a b i l i t y  of being i n  t h e  f i e l d  and then  a l l  win ter  they 
would work i n  your home and raise your ch i ld ren .  

I t h i n k  where this really came home t o  me--I had one--she was a n i c e  
consc ien t ious  o l d e r  person, she  was about s ix ty - th ree ,  phys i ca l ly  capable 
of doing anything and E l l a  worked f o r  us ,  took c a r e  of Quinten when he 
was a s m a l l  baby and d id  a good j ab ,  but  she never would t ake  messages 
on t h e  telephone. Now i f  I s a w  he r  she 'd  t e l l  me who c a l l e d  and she  
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never could remember t h e  number, she  would remember t h e  name, bu t  i f  
I d i d n ' t  s e e  h e r  I never got  t h e  message and I would say ,  "E l l a  w r i t e  
i t  down, I ' v e  go t  t o  know who ca l l ed . "  Well, i t  took me--I was a 
l i t t l e  s tup id- - i t  took me a month t o  f i g u r e  out  E l l a  couldn ' t  w r i t e .  

Then I would go i n t o  t h e  kitchen--you would come home from t h e  s t o r e  
wi th  s u p p l i e s  and you would have had some f l o u r  i n  t h e  b i n  and you 
would get--you knew you were going t o  do some baking so  you would g e t  
a second sack of f l o u r ,  and E l l a  would open i t  immediately and I would 
say ,  "El la ,  don ' t  open those  u n t i l  we need t o  put  them in. ' '  I nva r i ab ly  
she  would open them a l l .  Then s t u p i d  me would f i g u r e  ou t  E l l a  c a n ' t  
read. How does she know which is  t h e  sugar  o r  t h e  f l o u r ?  How does she  
know which is cornmeal? I f  you c a n ' t  read i t ' s  very  d i f f i c u l t ,  bu t  
t hese  were t h e  people t h a t  were r a i s i n g  my ch i ld ren .  

Now she was a  sweet o ld  Lady, but  she  r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  answer ques t ions  
very wel l .  You began t o  s e e  carry-overs  i n  "Buggerman's gonna g e t  cha," 
I mean t h e r e  were th ings  t h a t  were beginning t o  show up i n  t h e  k ids .  I 
objec ted  t o  t h i s ,  I j u s t  kind of wanted t o  f e e l  l i k e  I was doing what I 
thought I had t o  do, which I thought w a s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r a i s e  two 
ch i ld ren ,  and s o  J e r r y  couldn ' t  s e e  t h i s ,  he couldn ' t  s e e  t h a t  we were 
hu r t ing  them i n  any way. One of t h e  experiences;  we had a  man who was, 
we l l  t h i s  is a long s t o r y ,  bu t  t h e r e  were D.P.'s i n  a  sense.  They 
were . . . 
Q. Displaced persons? 

A .  . . . disp laced  persons. They came over  t h e  De l t a  and Pineland,  
went i n t o  Germany and t h e r e  was supposedly a screening  process  a t  the 
m i l i t a r y  l e v e l  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers. De l t a  and Pineland s a i d  we 
w i l l  be  r e spons ib l e  f o r  your t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and we want them t o  work 
f o r  u s  one year .  Then we hope they w i l l  s t a y .  They brought over a 
boat load of people who were Po l i sh ,  Latvian,  Li thuanian  p r imar i ly .  They 
came i n t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  a ho t  sunny open a r e a  from La tv i a  and Li thuania .  
They were p e r f e c t l y  miserable .  They were c l e v e r  people. They were 
smart people. They were t r a i n e d  people. There were doc tors  i n  the 
group. Den t i s t s ,  p s o f e s s i a n a l  acrobats ,  you name i t ,  and they had come 
over  and they were l i v i n g  inhous ing ,  f i e l d  l abor  housing i n  t he  South 
doing hoe labor .  

Well they  d i d  t h e i r  con t r ac t .  They s tayed  one year  and p u f f ,  they were 
gone, a l l  bu t  one man. Theodore, don ' t  even know h i s  l a s t  name a t  t h i s  
po in t .  I d id  know. I never could pronounce i t ,  but  Theodore was h i s  
f i r s t  name. It was a  P o l i s h  person t h a t  had a t  t h e  age of s i x ,  h i s  
country was overrun. He l o s t  h i s  family. He d i d n ' t  know whatever 
happened ta them, and he had survived from s i x  on. I t h i n k  from 
p i c t u r e s  of h i s  home, he came from a r e a l  good background. I mean, i t  
was a b e a u t i f u l  country,  l ove ly  ho r ses  t h a t  he  showed wi th  such p r i d e ,  
tha t  t h i s  w a s  my dad ' s  horses .  A b i g  house, barn s i t u a t i o n .  I th ink  
t h a t  he must of come ou t  of a background t h a t  had some beginning of 
s e c u r i t y ,  bu t  he d i d n ' t  have i t .  

A s  a c h i l d  he l i v e d  from Poland--I'm no t  even s u r e  of my o rde r  of t h ings  
he re ,  bu t  t h e  Poles  then  were taken over  by t h e  Russians and he l i v e d  i n  
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a concent ra t ion  camp f o r  a good many years .  Living ou t  of garbage cans,  
I mean, bu t  he survived.  He was c l e v e r  t o  t h i s  po in t .  A s  a young 
person, as a small k id ,  he could come and go I t h i n k  perhaps more than 
a d u l t s .  He f igu red  ou t  t h a t  t h e  Germans had i t  b e t t e r  than t h e  Russians,  
so he suddenly found himself i n  a German concent ra t ion  camp. I don ' t  
know how he  got  t he re .  He never r e a l l y  s a i d .  I don ' t  t h ink  he 
probably remembers. Then he f igu red  o u t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  have g a t  i t  b e t t e r  
than t h e  Germans, and s o  he suddenly was i n  a German--in a B r i t i s h  camp. 
Then he f igu red ,  you know, t h e  b e s t  job i n  t h i s  whole p l ace  is  d r iv ing  
a jeep  f o r  one of those  American o f f i c e r s ,  and so  t h i s  c l e v e r  person wi th  
no background except  s u r v i v a l ,  found himself d r i v i n g  a jeep f o r  an 
American o f f i c e r  who s a i d ,  "Are you a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  worker?" H e  s a i d ,  
11 I s u r e  am.  I used t o  hoe po ta toes  f o r  my dad." " A l l  r i g h t  g e t  on t h e  
boa t  and go t o  Mis s i s s ipp i , "  which he d id .  

Now he  turned up t o  be  t h e  main person t o  look a f t e r  my ch i ld ren .  They 
l i v e d  wi th  him, not  l i v e d  wi th  him, but  he l i v e d  i n  t h e  garage, j u s t  i n  
t h e  backyard, and s o  t h e  k i d s  spent  a l o t  of time o u t  t h e r e ,  and I 
not iced  sometimes t h a t  they didn't--they weren ' t  hungry a t  mealtime, 
and you begin t o  wonder why. Well, a f t e r  kind of prying and pushing, 
they were e a t i n g  wi th  Theodore, and I f e l t  t h i s  was wrong because I 
thought Theodore was having a hard enough problem t ak ing  ca re  of h i s  own 
needs, t h a t  maybe we should be he lp ing  him ins t ead  of him feeding  my 
ch i ld ren .  So T s a i d ,  "Why do you e a t  wi th  Theodore? What does he have 
t h a t ' s  s o  good? Why c a n ' t  w e  send him something i n s t e a d ,  o r  then w e  
would t r a d e  food o r  something." W e l l ,  he  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  so. I s a i d ,  
"What'd you have t o  eat?"  "Well, today w e  had raw eggs and bacon." I 
s a i d ,  "How does Theodore cook?" "He doesn ' t .  We e a t  i t  raw." And raw 
bacon and raw eggs and they were completely in t r igued .  Theodore could 
d r i n k  a qua r t  of milk without  swallowing. He would simply open h i s  
mouth and pour t h e  milk down and they were j u s t ,  oh, t h i s  was j u s t  
fabulous,  you know. Can't  you s e e  a four  and a s i x  yea r  o l d ,  a seven 
year  o l d  j u s t  th inking  t h i s  is wonderful. 

Well, t h e s e  were problems, and then one n i g h t  we l e f t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  wi th  
Theodore, and I was worr ied when we l e f t .  He j u s t  wasn ' t  a c t i n g  q u i t e  
l i k e  he  usua l ly  d id .  And I c a l l e d  home and he  d i d n ' t  answer t h e  phone, 
and I f ina l ly - - a f t e r  a few words wi th  a f r i e n d ' s  husband, I s a i d ,  "You 
got  t o  go home t o  s e e  i f  everything i s  a l l  r i g h t .  I ' m  j u s t  worr ied about 
them." "Oh, you ' re  s i l l y .  Everything 's  f i n e . "  "No, you've j u s t  go t  t o  

I I go. Worry, worry, worry. So he went. home, and Theodore had found t h e  
whiskey b o t t l e  and a l s o  he had found t h e  guns--hunting guns--and he was 
showing t h e  boys how t o  load  and probably would have begun t o  show them 
how t o  shoot be fo re  long, and t h i s  w a s  when J e r r y  happened t o  go home 
and f i n d  him. 

Now t h e s e  were j u s t  small th ings  t h a t  I could n o t  see t h a t  I could r a i s e  
two ch i ld ren  wi th  t h i s .  J e r r y  was t rapped i n  a sense  i n  t h a t  he was i n  
a job  and he had t o  do it. But, by mutual consent t h e  d ivorce  was 
decided t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  b e s t  th ing  t o  do, and s o  t h i s  i s  what I mean. 
I was unadaptable.  I was a l i t t l e  b i t  s t a i d  i n  my ways, undisc ip l ined  
t o t h e p o i n t  of no t  t ak ing  the--probably t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  I would have had 
t o  have l i v e d  with.  So anyway t h e  d iuorce  was decided upon. 
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The r e l a t i v e s  and my pa ren t s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  they never  asked anything.  
They simply accepted t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I am home and t h a t  I was going t o  
be h e r e  w i th  t h e  boys by myself,  t h a t  t h e  d ivorce  would be granted 
w i t h i n  t h r e e  months. They never quest ioned anything.  They weren ' t  
glad.  They weren ' t  e l a t e d .  They both had a g r e a t  d e a l  of r e spec t  
f o r  J e r r y .  There w a s  simply an acceptance of something t h a t  t o  them 
I ' m  s u r e  was embarrassing i n  t h e  community. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  they had 
a l i t t l e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  Vic to r i an  period when d ivorce  was not  an 
acceptab le  th ing .  But theywent  mer r i l y  along and I f i t t e d  r i g h t  i n  
wi th  t h e  usua l  p a t t e r n .  I went t o  church wi th  them, and they accepted 
t h i s  and t h e  k i d s  they were glad t o  s ee ,  and they helped m e  f i n d  a 
house i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

They went w i th  me t o  look l e t t i n g  me kind of make t h e  dec is ion .  Daddy 
would a sk  a few kind of p e r t i n e n t  ques t ions  once i n  a whi le  about w h a t  
is t h e  furnace  l i k e ?  O r  i n  t h e  house--Mother and I went t o  s e e  t h e  house 
t h a t  w e  had f i n a l l y  chose and they had some b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t r e e t ,  and we t o l d  them t h a t  t h e  k i tchen  was so  n i c e  and had t h i s  nice-- 
r i g h t  from over t h e  s i n k  you can s e e  t h i s  l ove ly  yard and a l l  t h e s e  
b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s .  It had two bedrooms and a n i c e  l i v i n g  room, and i t  was 
n i c e l y  shaded and t h e  t r e e s  were j u s t  love ly  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and i t  
had such good view of i t  ou t  of t h e  l i v i n g  room window. And s o  I 
thought,  and f i n a l l y  we kept  t a l k i n g  about t h e s e  th ings  i n  t h e  t r e e s  and 
he f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  "Did you look a t  t h e  foundat ion and a r e  t h e r e  t e r m i t e s  
i n  t h e  house o r  a r e  you buying t r e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ? "  Well, ( laughs)  
t h i s  was t h e  kind of guidance t h a t  he gave us .  

Now i t  turned out  t h a t  t h e r e  were no t e rmi t e s  and t h e  t r e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t r e e t  d i d  become Woolco's f r o n t  parking l o t .  This  is t r u e ,  b u t  by t h a t  
t ime t h e  c h i l d r e n  were through h igh  school ,  and a t  t h a t  time we moved, I 
mean t h e r e  were o t h e r  t h ings  t o  t h i n k  about bes ides  t h e  t r e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t r e e t .  So what I ' m  say ing  he re  is  t h a t  my p a r e n t s  were very suppor t ive  
i n  a hands o f f  kind of way, and t h e  r e l a t i v e s  much t h e  same way. There 
never  were any ques t ions ,  they simply accepted t h a t  something happened. 
It d i d n ' t  work out .  We don ' t  r e a l l y  know what, and t h e r e  were no 
ques t ions .  Perhaps i t  would have been a h e a l t h i e r  s i t u a t i o n  i f  they had 
quest ioned al though they never d id .  

Q. Did they ques t ion  you about o t h e r  s o r t  of--what might be considered 
personal  t h ings  o r  was t h i s  . . . 
A. N o ,  no t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Yes, they--you d i d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  each o t h e r ' s  bus iness  i n  your family 
i n  o t h e r  words. 

A. No, not  t o  t h a t  ex t en t .  Now I t h i n k  t h i s  would have come perhaps 
between b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  bu t  t h i s  was a uncle ,  aun t ,  cousin 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  which you j u s t  didn't--I  mean t h i s  is  no t  something t h a t  
I would have asked them and they would n o t  have asked me. We were 
f r i e n d s .  They would support .  They would do anything t o  he lp  you o u t ,  
bu t  they wouldn'.t: a sk  un le s s  you volunteered ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  
worked o u t .  So t h a t  was t h e  r e l a t i o n ,  I mean t h e  family r e l a t i o n s h i p  



J e a n e t t e  Sayre 5 7 

a t  t h e  t ime and t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  and a s  f a r  a s  T can s e e  I don' t  th ink ,  
I mean I couldn ' t  have asked f o r  a b e t t e r  a s s i s t a n c e  than  my pa ren t s  
gave me. 

Now you might say how d id  t h i s  a f f e c t  my world. Well, of course,  a 
d ivorce  a f f e c t s  your world. You suddenly go from a couple o r i e n t a t e d  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  t o  a s i n g l e  g i r l  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  a widow a c t i v i t y  and one 
of t h e  things--now f o r  i n s t ance  when I was i n  co l l ege ,  t h i s  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  
where t h i s  kind of--and I th ink  i t  c a r r i e d  over i n t o  t h i s  g e t t i n g  ad jus ted  
a f t e r  t h e  divorce.  When we were i n  co l l ege ,  t h e r e  were t h r e e  of u s  t h a t  
were roommates. W e  looked a t  s o r o r i t i e s ,  bu t  we chose no t  t o  j o i n  one. 
For two reasons,  i t  b a s i c a l l y  was going t o  be an economic s t r a i n .  We 
a l r eady  were kind of pushed t o  do--to go t o  co l lege .  But secondly, i t  
seems s o  s o r t  of s u p e r f i c i a l .  A l o t  of t h e  s o r o r i t y  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h a t  
time when i t  was Depression times. There seemed t o  be very l i t t l e  p l ace  
f o r  t h e s e  s u p e r f i c i a l  t h ings  t h a t  they seemed t o  t h ink  were important ,  
and s o  between t h e  t h r e e  of u s  w e  decided t h a t  we could g e t  everything 
t h a t  a s o r o r i t y  o f f e r e d  without  belonging t o  one. And s o  it was a 
concerted e f f o r t  and we pushed each o t h e r  and made each other--I guess 
we had our  own s o r o r i t y  is what is  happened. 

Martha d id  good typing work, and s o  w e  decided a t  t h e  U. of I. 
[Univers i ty  of  I l l i n o i s ]  of t h e  th ings  t h a t  she could do b e s t ,  would 
be t o  work f o r  t h e  Illini--down a t  t h e  l l l i n i  o f f i c e ,  and so  she  went 
down and volunteered  h e r  typ ing  and soon w a s  on t h e  I l l i n i  s t a f f  of t h e  
newspaper. Well, t h a t ' s  what s o r o r i t i e s  do f o r  you too. They push you 
out  i n t o  a p l ace  where you need t o  go. Now Mildred, she  w a s  a l i t t l e  
b i t  non-conformist about most of t h e s e  th ings  and she  wanted t o  do a l o t  
of reading,  bu t  s h e  d id  believe--she too  w a s  a 4-H background--and she  
be l ieved  i n  t h a t  so  s h e  decided t h a t  she  would he lp  wi th  t h e  4-H 
organ iza t ion  on campus. And so  she  became kind of a power i n  t h e  
planning of 4-H a c t i v i t i e s ,  which were predominately a t  t h e  beginning 
of t h e  yea r ,  t o  t ake  freshman i n  and kind of g e t  them adjus ted  s o c i a l l y .  
And she  would adopt some l i t t l e  f o l k s  t h a t  weren ' t  a d j u s t i n g  very w e l l ,  
and Mildred would he lp  them through. Now t h a t  was her-1 would say she  
was more the  s o c i a l l y  aware person, no t  t h a t  she  w a s  wanting t o  be 
involved,  but  she  wanted o t h e r  people t o  be happy about  i t .  

Q. Yes. 

A. I decided t h a t  t he  t h i n g  f o r  me t o  do was t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  home 
economics department,  and t h e r e  was a home economics club.  And so  I 
s t a r t e d  out  t h e  usua l  rou t ine .  You f i r s t  a r e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and then  
p re s iden t ,  and then  p r o j e c t s  chairman and s o  those  were t h e  t h r e e  
years .  And so  I was t h e  one t h a t  wound up going down i n t o  t h e  depressed 
a r e a  of Champaign w i t h  used c l o t h e s ,  t h a t  were donated by a church o r  
churches,  and then t ak ing  t h e  group t h a t  came i n  and he lp ing  them make 
over  t h e  c lo th ing  s o  t h a t  they were usab le  t o  t h e i r  ch i ld ren  o r  
themselves. And of course,  T r e c r u i t e d  my two roommates. ( laughs)  
But t h e s e  were t h e  th ings  that--and then we all decided t h a t  t h e  th ing  
we needed most t o  do w a s  t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  t h e  agriculturalhomeeconolnics 
school ,  co-operat ive th ings ,  and so  we were always on t h e  dance committees 
and s o  on and s o  on. And you g e t  s t a r t e d  volunteer ing  t h e  f i r s t  year  and 
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soon you ' re  doing t h e  spade work and the  f i r s t  t h ing  you know why you 
a r e  doing t h e  planning. So t h i s  w a s  our  s o r o r i t y  rou t ine .  Now . . . 
Q. Sounds even b e t t e r  than  a s o r o r i t y .  

A. . . . but  t h e  carry-over was t h a t  when I was divorced and moved 
back i n t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  I found t h a t  my world had changed completely,  
but  you went back t o  t h e  same rou t ine .  You cou ldn ' t  s t a y  a t  home and 
t a l k  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  t h e  t ime. You had t o  have a d u l t  con tac t s .  
I wasn ' t  looking f o r  mixed s o c i a l  con tac t s ,  bu t  j u s t  t o  t a l k .  

So I volunteered  f o r  Red Cross and soon you were head of working i n  
t he  canteen and going t o  a l l  t he  f i r e s  and making co f fee  f o r  a l l  t h e  
people,  and you volunteered f o r  church and soon you ' re  teaching and 
doing a vaca t ion  Bib le  school ,  and you know, head of the h igh  school  
department o r  something o r  other, and then you volunteer--then AAUW 
[American Assoc ia t ion  of Univers i ty  Women] has  always been important 
a s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  con tac t .  I t h i n k  they have i n t e r e s t i n g  programs o r  
d id  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and you found yourself  p re s iden t  of 
AAUW f o r  two terms. And then you f i n d  church, you kind of work 
through t h e  th ings  i n  your own church, and I b e l i e v e  i n  coopera t ive  
movements i f  t h i s  happens t o  be a s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  on my p a r t ,  and s o  
I f i n d  myself down a t  United o r  Church Women United i t  is  now c a l l e d ,  
doing t h a t  presidency f o r  a couple of years .  So what I ' m  saying is  
t h e  change i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a f t e r  d ivorce  simply threw m e  back 
i n t o  t h e  same p a t t e r n  t h a t  we had followed r e a l l y  on campus. 

Q. Yes. 

A .  And you were f ind ing  con tac t s  a t  f i r s t  wi th  a need then f i n a l l y  
you ge t  i n  s o  deep you don ' t  know how you ever  l i v e  through i t .  And 
then there" t h e  P.T.A. [Parent  Teachers Assoc ia t ions]  b l e s s  i t s  h e a r t .  
P.T.A. i n  t h e  grade school  and w i t h  c h i l d r e n  f o u r  yea r s  a p a r t  i n  
school ,  t h r e e  yea r s  i n  age  and f o u r  i n  school ,  no excuse me, two yea r s  
i n  age and t h r e e  i n  school ,  bu t  i t  j u s t  meant t h a t  you were i n  grade 
school  and h igh  school  fo reve r .  And then t h e r e ' s  P.T.A. fo reve r  i n  
h igh  school ,  and P.T.A. Council and so on and s o  on. And then  t h e r e ' s  
garden c lub  which you were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and woman's c lub  work, t h e  
whole--and t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  you know you r e a l i z e  t h e  only s o l u t i o n  is  
t o  move. And s o  then  I moved t o  Pe tersburg  and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  play i t  
a l i t t l e  wiser ,  bu t  I don't--I hope t h a t  I l i v e  through next  week. 
( laughs)  1'11 t e l l  you t h i s  is t h e  way i t  works . . . 
Q. Yes. 

A. . . . so  t h i s  is  when you would say, d id  t h e  d ivorce  change your 
l i f e ?  Of course,  i t  d id .  D e f i n i t e l y ,  bu t  it i s n ' t  t h e  end of t h e  
world and really--and I don ' t  mean t h i s  is  q u i t e  t h e  wrong--I mean i t  
could be i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  the wrong sense ,  bu t  r e a l l y  a divorce is  l i k e  
a dea th  i n  t h e  family. The p a t t e r n  is  broken and so  what I d id  wi th  
d ivorce  problems is  exac t ly  t h e  same th ing  t h a t  every widow does. 

Q. Y e s .  
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A.  I mean, i t ' s  just--you have e x a c t l y  t h e  same choices ,  and i t ' s  
t h e  same th ing  because your household p a t t e r n  i s  changed, and i t ' s  
changed by having no longer  a pa r tne r sh ip  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. Did you eve r  t h i n k  of remarrying? T mean d i d  . . . 
A. Frankly no. I f igu red  t h a t  i f  I couldn ' t  make a go of i t  once 
when I w a s  younger, how could I poss ib ly  make a go of i t  wi th  two 
c h i l d r e n  and being o lde r .  

Q. Did you ever  have a chance t o  make your dec is ion?  

A .  No, not  r e a l l y  because you j u s t  d i d n ' t  encourage. I mean t o  have 
a chance you have t o  encourage s i t u a t i o n s  and you have t o  put  yourself  
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of being . . . 
Q. Avai lable? 

A. . . . a v a i l a b l e  o r  i n t e r e s t e d .  

Q. Yes, so  you had made your dec i s ion  before  t h e  occasion ever  rose.  

A .  And you s e e  one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  you do r i g h t  he re ,  when you 
choose AAUW and United Church Women you've made your dec i s ions  r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  because you ' re  n o t  i n  t h e  same--the channels a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  

Q. Y e s .  Now t h e r e  a r e  o rgan iza t ions  l i k e  Pa ren t s  Without P a r t n e r s  
and t h e r e  a r e  s i n g l e  organiza t ions .  I don ' t  know i f  they a r e  f o r  
divorced people o r  no t .  

A. Y e s ,  they a r e .  

Q. Were there--was t h e r e  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. The P [Young Women's C h r i s t i a n  Assoc ia t ion]  has  them yes ,  t h e  Y 
has  them. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  r e a c t i o n  among t h e  women i n  t h e s e  o rgan iza t ions  t o  
your being divorced? Was t h e r e  any o r  w a s  d ivorce  a common enough . . . 
A.  A s  f a r  as 1 know--now S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  a l a r g e  enough town t h a t  a s  f a r  
a s  I know, t h e r e  was no r e a c t i o n  because I don ' t  t h i n k  they r e a l l y  knew. 
This w a s  one th ing ,  because of t h e  c h i l d r e n  I was J e a n e t t e  Sayre, bu t  
you s t i l l  c a r r i e d  M r s .  sometimes. Mrs. J e a n e t t e  and when you d id  t h i s  
they r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  w a s  no t  another  partner--I mean t h e r e  was no p a r t n e r  
bu t  they d i d  not  r e a l l y  know whether t h i s  w a s  a d ivorce  o r  a dea th  . . . 
Q. Yes. 

A. . . . and being a l a r g e r  p lace ,  seldom did  they ask.  They j u s t  
accepted you f o r  what you were, and i f  t h e r e  w a s  a r e a c t i o n ,  I was 
unaware of i t .  
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Q. You d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h e  co ld  shoulder  then? 

Q. Good. 

A. No. 

Q. How did  your c h i l d r e n  r e a c t  t o  t h e  divorce? Did they understand 
o r  what were they t o l d ?  What d id  you t e l l  them? 

A. Well, i t  w a s  my r e a l  deep sea t ed  idea  t h a t  they should always have 
r e spec t  f o r  t h e i r  Dad, and s o  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  the--when we made t h e  
move, Quinton, t h e  fou r  year  o l d ,  was a l i t t l e  young t o  a sk  anyway, 
and Richard a t  seven never asked a ques t ion  and t h i s  worried me a good 
d e a l  because I f e l t  i t  w a s  unusual t h a t  he wouldn't have asked. They 
were simply t o l d  t h a t  we a r e  going t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  t o  l i v e  and Daddy i s  
going t o  s t a y  i n  Mis s i s s ipp i .  Then they were t o l d  t h a t  Daddy and I 
a r e  no longer ,  h e ' s  your f a t h e r  bu t  he ' s  no longer  my husband. Rich 
understood t h i s  as d ivorce ,  Quinton accepted t h i s .  J e r r y  had t r a v e l e d  
a g r e a t  dea l .  He was seldom ever  home anyway. They d i d n ' t  m i s s  him i n  
t h e  same way t h a t  they would i f  he had been i n  t h e  home cons t an t ly .  

One th ing ,  t h e r e  had never been any major family rows. It was kind of-- 
i t  probably would have been h e a l t h i e r  i f  t h e r e  had of been. Maybe t h e  
d ivorce  wouldn't have been necessary i f  I had wheeled a heavy r o l l i n g  
p in ,  you know, t h i s  kind of th ing .  Maybe i f  I ' d  been t o l d  o f f  i n  no 
unce r t a in  terms, maybe i t  would have worked o u t ,  bu t  i t  was a very 
q u i e t ,  very c a l m  t h ing ,  and we simply l e f t ,  and so  t h e  boys d i d  not  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was any d issens ion .  They d i d n ' t  m i s s  J e r r y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
because he  had always been gone anyway, and they simply accepted a t  f a c e  
va lue  t h a t  m l i v e  he re ,  and t h e r e  seemed t o  be no ques t ion .  

Now T t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  were--I don ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  ever  was a 
r e a c t i o n  i n  Quinton, maybe by p e r s o n a l i t y ,  maybe by age a t  t h e  time of 
t h e  d ivorce ,  I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a delayed r e a c t i o n  i n  Rich 
when he w a s  a freshman i n  co l l ege .  Now through high school  t h e r e  were 
times t h a t  I wondered i f  i n  his--he w a s  t h e  f i r s t  one through h igh  school ,  
so  t h e s e  were t h e  wonders t h a t  I went through wi th  him--that i f  he missed 
h i s  dad, i f  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  boys wi th  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  t h e  household 
had a n  advantage i n  any way. 

I remember on one occasion (chuckles) I got  r e a l  nervy and I asked him 
i f  he  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  boys whose f a t h e r s  were a t  home, i f  they r e a l l y  had 
oppor tun i t i e s  t h a t  he  w a s  missing. H e  s a i d ,  "oh no." And I s a i d ,  "You 
don ' t  feel,"--and I don ' t  remember now which one I picked out, but  one 
of t h e  boys whose f a t h e r  w a s  around t h a t  I thought w a s  a p e r f e c t l y  normal 
household. I s a i d ,  "Do you feel,"--I don ' t  know Joe ,  I don ' t  remember, 
t h e r e  were no f r i e n d s  Joe ,  might a s  w e l l  say Joe--"has anything happened 
i n  h i s  household t h a t  you wish  you had?" He  s a i d ,  "Oh, no. J o e  wishes 
he  could l i v e  wi th  us.  " I s a i d ,  "Why?" H e  s a i d ,  "You know when h i s  dad 
comes home, we a l l  have t o  go t o  t h e  basement and be awful qu ie t . "  And 
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I s a i d ,  "Oh." H e  s a i d ,  "Yes, when h i s  dad comes home we c a n ' t  p lay  
ping pong and we usua l ly  leave." So h i s  r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  f a t h e r s  
around t h e  house were a minus. ( laughs)  And t h i s  w a s ,  I f e l t  maybe 
he  was covering up because he  f e l t  I wanted him t o  say  t h i s .  I don ' t  
know, and I never w a s  su re .  I never  asked him anymore about i t .  We 
j u s t  went mer r i l y  on. 

Now I s a i d  he  had a r e a c t i o n  when he w a s  a freshman i n  co l lege .  I t h i n k  
Richard went t o  MLT [Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e  of Technology] h i s  freshman 
year .  I th ink  t o  begin wi th ,  he b i t  o f f  a tremendous amount. He was i n  
deep water  academically.  Secondly h e  was changing s e c t i o n s  of t h e  
country a t  which t h e  c h i l d r e n  came ou t  of  a d i f f e r e n t  academic background, 
and so  even t h e  language of g e t t i n g  toge the r  was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  
I mean they j u s t  had a d i f f e r e n t  background. 

Be f e l t  t h a t  he had t o  do something f o r  physical--al l  boys seem t o  have 
t o  have t h i s  phys ica l  growth bus iness ,  you know, t h e  s t rong  man business-- 
and so he went out  f o r  a rowing team. Something t o t a l l y  fo re ign .  I 
mean, who i n  t h e  Midwest goes out  f o r  crew? But he  decided t h a t  would be 
i n t e r e s t i n g .  Now where he got  t h a t  idea  I don ' t  know, and he worked very 
hard a t  i t ,  and h e  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  on t h e  l igh tweight  team which s a i d  t h a t  
he c u t  h i s  food comsumption down t o  a nub. He worked very long hard hours 
and rowing is  about a s  s t renuous  an  e x e r c i s e  a s  t h e r e  is ,  and t h a t  was 
his--being away from home f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and h e  went i n  September and 
d i d n ' t  come home u n t i l  Christmas, and then,  I mean i t  was j u s t  t h e  usual  
two breaks,  I mean t h a t  break and then  a t  t h e  end of t h e  year .  

And a l l  t h i s  t o l d  on him, now whether i t  was d ivorce  problems, i n s e c u r i t y  
showing up a t  t h a t  s t age ,  whether i t  w a s  f a t i g u e  and overload,  whether i t  
was academic overload,  whether i t  w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of j u s t  freshman 
problems, I don ' t  know, bu t  Rich d id  very poorly i n  h i s  f i r s t  year .  Well 
he d id  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months i n  h i s  f i r s t  yea r ,  and then he 
s t a r t e d  going downhill ,  and h i s  second yea r ,  he  j u s t  wasn't  making t h e  
grade, and so  he came home. He s tayed  out  of school  and worked t h e r e  
f o r  a whi le  and then  he  came home and f i n i s h e d  up a t  MacMurray because 
i t  was a school  l o c a l  and a t  t h a t  po in t  Richard had--he had s o r t  of j u s t  
f a l l e n  a p a r t  i n  a sense.  He had been a good s tuden t  i n  h igh  school  and 
i t  had been a very s h a t t e r i n g  something f o r  him no t  t o  make h i s  grades ,  
and i t  took him two yea r s  a t  Macllurray t o  g e t  his f e e t  on t h e  ground and 
he is s t i l l  working a t  i t .  

So I ' v e  always wondered how much of t h a t  freshman d e c l i n e ,  academically 
and emotional ly t h a t  he  went through, w a s  j u s t  a slow r e a c t i o n  t o  divorce.  
I don ' t  know. I don' t  t h ink  i t  ever  showed up i n  Quinton. So whether 
t h e r e  w a s  a r e a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  boys a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  divorce,  none. 

Now they  made r e g u l a r  t r i p s ,  and t h i s  is one thing J e r r y ' s  s i s t e r  and 
h e r  husband went t o  Mis s i s s ipp i  t o  v i s i t  J e r r y ,  and when t h e  boys were 
l i t t l e  they would come and t ake  them down there. So they always went 
t o  Mis s i s s ipp i  u sua l ly  a t  Thanksgiving time and then once i n  t h e  summer. 
So t h a t  they kept  con tac t  wi th  t h e i r  dad, and were back and f o r t h  wi th  
him a t  l e a s t  twice a year .  Then a s  they got  o l d e r ,  they f lew down by 
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themselves and s o  t h a t  they always--they went and t h e  th ing  t h a t  would 
happen, they would go and, of course,  they were gues t s ,  you know, and 
they would come home--always took a  week o r  so t o  t r y  t o  become p l a i n  
people a g a i n  because of t h e  gues t  s i t u a t i o n .  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  would have 
happened i f  they would have s tayed longer  down t h e r e ,  bu t  a s  Ear a s  
t h e  r e a c t i o n  t o  them a t  t h e  t ime, none, and a s  far  a s  I can t e l l ,  none, 
even l a t e r  un le s s  i t  was a  p a r t  of ~ i c h a r d ' s  problem i n  co l lege .  

Q. [What were t h e ]  f i n a n c i a l  arrangements,  you d i d n ' t  work. Did your 
husband support  you i n  any way? 

A .  J e r r y  supported and h e  has  been very f a i t h f u l  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and 
a l l  through high school  and through c o l l e g e  he has supported r i g h t  on 
through. And he s t i l l  does i n  p a r t .  

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. W e  were t a l k i n g  about support  from your husband. 

A. A l l  r i g h t .  The boys are now through co l l ege  and he  s t i l l  cont inues  
t o  suppor t ,  no t  suppor t ,  he s t i l l  send t h e  same--about ha l f  of t h e  
support  t h a t  he always has  s e n t  and through h i s  support  i t  was p o s s i b l e  
t o  g e t  t he  k i d s  through co l lege .  I cou ldn ' t  have done it. I mean, 
even i f  I had worked fu l l - t ime,  I cou ldn ' t  have done i t  without  t h i s .  
H i s  support  now comes and i t ' s  simply d iv ided  between t h e  boys and i t ' s  
a he lp  i n  supplying t o  Quintan's buying a  house which he needs and Rich 
i s  s t i l l i n g r a d u a t e  school  which he lps  t h e r e ,  and a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i t  is 
simply a t a x  he lp  f o r  J e r r y .  I have no p a r t  i n  i t  a t  t h i s  po in t .  I 
mean, i t  comes through me and I pay because of alimony being t a x  
deduct ib le  t o  him I pay t h e  income t a x  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  do w i t h  
i t  a t  t h i s  t ime. So i t ' s  not  r egu la r .  I t 's  when i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  him 
and i t ' s  simply a  t a x  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. How about your r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  r e l a t i v e s ?  Have you continued 
t o  be a p a r t  of t h e  fami ly  o r  has  t h a t  . . . 
A. With his s i s t e r ,  yes.  With t h e  r e s t  of t h e  family,  I have v i s i t e d  
them occas iona l ly .  Now h i s  mother and f a t h e r  were s t i l l  l i v i n g .  I 
went t o  s e e  them a few times. They came t o  s e e  me  a couple of t imes 
because they wanted t o  s e e  t h e  boys, and t h i s  is why I would t ake  t h e  
boys over  t o  s e e  Grandpa and Grandmother Sayre. W e  d i d  n o t  go r egu la r ly  
because, we l l ,  b a s i c a l l y  J e r r y  was very,  very  s p e c i a l  i n  t h e i r  minds, 
and I f e l t  t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  be t h e  same . . . 
Q. F a i t h f u l .  

A.  . . . f a i t h f u l  t o  bo th  and t h i s  was k i n d o f ' p u t t i n g  them on t h e  spo t  
i n  a sense  and s o  I have taken--I d id  t a k e  t h e  boys over  but  most of t h e  
time, aga in  t h e  s i s t e r  came wi th  he r  husband and took t h e  boys t o  v i s i t  
Grandpa and Grandmother. This was I f e l t  I w a s  doing them a f avor  by 
kind of g e t t i n g  out  of t h e i r  worlds.  
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Q. Y e s .  

A. Now w e  s t i l l  t a lked  by phone occas iona l ly  but  i t  wasn't  a c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  I have had very  l i t t l e  oppor tuni ty  
t o  meet wi th  them normally,  and I don ' t  go t o  s e e  them, because I 
never  f e l t  t h a t  c l o s e  w i t h  them anyway i n  t h a t  I never l i v e d  i n  t h e  
community, and when most t h e  o t h e r  re la t ives- -1  only knew them by going 
t o  v i s i t  wi th  Grandpa and Grandmother Sayre when we were home say  f o r  a 
week. And t h a t ' s  about a l l  I knew t h e  r e l a t i v e s  was j u s t  kind of a 
h e l l o ,  a reunion kind of meeting. It wasn ' t  a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
any of them. J u s t  because of d i s t a n c e  and J e r r y  wasn't  c l o s e  wi th  them 
e i t h e r  . 
So I would say t h a t  now, wi th  J e r r y ' s  s i s t e r ,  we've taken a couple of 
long t r i p s  toge ther .  J u s t  t h i s  las t - -her  husband has  d ied  and she  is 
r e t i r e d  and she  is  a--she needs someplace t o  go and somebody t o  go with 
he r  and g ive  h e r  a l i t t l e  confidence t h a t  she  can do it. And we d id  a 
long t r i p .  We drove ou t  t o  s e e  Quinton and went t o  Washington D.C. and 
a l l  down around through t h e  Smokies and back and then t h i s  year  we went 
down t o  t h e  Gulf coas t  a t  a z a l e a  time. Not a z a l e a  i t  was be fo re  aza l eas ,  
i t  was camel l ia  t ime, down i n  New Orleans,  Avery I s l and ,  Louisiana,  
everyplace t h a t  had f loods  later. We've decided we should newer--next 
time we're  going t o  go t o  t h e  d e s e r t  and s e e  what i t  does, but  w e  have 
a r e a l  good r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I go down--she l i v e s  a t  Alton and we go down 
and shop i n  S t .  Louis occas iona l ly  and Alton and she  comes up he re  f o r  
t h e  week-end, so  we got  a long just f i n e  and . . , 
Q. She's your s i s t e r .  

A. She's my s i s t e r  and a t  t h i s  case ,  i n  t h i s  t ime, she  kind of needs 
somebody t o  be  a sister t o  h e r  i n  a sense ,  s o  t h i s  i s  I would say--the 
boys f e e l  very c l o s e  t o  he r  and she  f e e l s  very  dependent upon them. So 
I would say t h a t  i t ' s  a very  normal family r e l a t i o n s h i p .  No s t r i n g  
a t  a l l .  

Q. You mention t h a t  you went t o  s e e  your son Quinton. Do both your 
boys l i v e  away from Spr ing f i e ld?  

A. Yes. Quinton, t h e  younger, l i v e s  i n  New Je r sey ;  Plemington, New 
Je r sey ,  and he works i n  a bank the re .  He's married and they f e l t  it 
was necessary--there were very few p laces  t o  r e n t ,  and h e ' s  bought a 
house wi th  s i x  a c r e s  around i t ,  and Quintan i s  j u s t  c u t t i n g  m u l t i f l o r a  
r o s e s  l i k e  mad. Gardening. I t a lked  wi th  him t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t ,  and 
t h e y ' r e  having a t e r r i b l e  s t r u g g l e  keeping ahead of t h e  summer squash 
and t h e  cucumbers r i g h t  now. ( laughs)  

Q. Oh my, how wonderful. 

A. And t h e  o l d e r  boy is  s t i l l  i n  school  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Chicago 
and . . . 
Q. He's t h e  one who's going t o  be married. 
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A. He's going t o  be married i n  September, and t h e  g i r l  t h a t  h e ' s  gone 
with--they've gone toge the r  now f o r  about t h r e e  yea r s  now. She's been 
down many weekends and I f e e l  very w e l l  acquainted wi th  her .  I ' v e  
never met h e r  f o l k s ,  they l i v e  i n  Albany, New York. H e r  f a t h e r ' s  
deceased, but  he r  mother and s i s t e r  l i v e  i n  Albany and t h a t  i s  home 
t o  her .  I don' t  know he r  family a t  a l l ,  bu t  I know Carol and s h e ' s  
going t o  be a r e a l  good a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  family.  

Q. Was Quinton 's  w i fe  from t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  a r ea?  

A. Yes, yes.  They da ted  through h igh  school ,  t h e i r  s e n i o r  yea r ,  and 
q u i t e  by happenstance; we never q u i t e  understood how they  j u s t  happened 
t o  be on t h e  same co l l ege  campus. They j u s t  happened t o  s e e  each o t h e r  
i n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l i n e .  That ' s  what they t o l d  us. And then t h e  f i r s t  
year  i n  co l l ege ,  I t h i n k  h e r  pa ren t s ,  and I know I t a l k e d  wi th  Quintan, 
we f e l t  t h a t  i t  was j u s t  no t  very s e n s i b l e  t o  go from co l l ege ;  I mean t o  
go i n t o  co l l ege  wi th  a  h igh  school  a t tachment .  And s o  they d id  n o t  d a t e  
t h e i r  f i r s t  year  i n  c o l l e g e  except ,  I th ink  a t  t h e  end of t he  year  they 
went t o  a  dance o r  something. They saw each o t h e r  on campus and spoke 
once i n  a whi le  and I t h i n k  even wrote  a few l e t t e r s ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
enough. But then  t h e i r  second year  they da ted  f r equen t ly  and t h e i r  
t h i r d  and f o u r t h  year ,  I th ink  they p r e t t y  much spent  a l l  t h e i r  t ime 
toge ther .  

But i n  t h e  meantime, t h e  summertimes Quinton worked va r ious  s i t u a t i o n s .  
Quinton always had t h e  idea  t h a t  summers should be spent  a t  something 
very  d i f f e r e n t  than what you do a l l  yea r ,  and Le t ' s  s e e  t h e  f i r s t  
summer what d i d  Quintan do? I don' t  remember what t h a t  f i r s t  year .  
Oh, t h e  f i r s t  yea r ,  he worked at--he came home he re  because grandmother 
was s i c k  and he helped us  he re ,  and he helped j u s t  around t h e  p l ace ,  
and he pa in ted  f o r  a p a i n t e r  i n  Petersburg.  He worked wi th  him. 

Then t h e  next  year ,  he  went t o  t h e  w e s t  coas t  i n  t h e  f o r e s t r y  department 
and worked i n  a  camp of we l l ,  near  M t .  Hood. It was a  l og ,  no t  a  l og ,  
we l l  yes  i t  was a  logging camp. It  was--he b u i l t  roads f o r  br inging  t h e  
logs  down out  of t h e  mountains. Now who he worked wi th ,  i t  was e i t h e r  
f o r e s t r y  and logging,  o r  logging. I don ' t  know which i t  was, and he 
loved t h e  west coas t .  

And then t h e  next  s u m e r ,  he  went t o  a we l l ,  t h e r e ' s  another  summer, 
anyway, one summer he spent  i n  Mis s i s s ipp i .  That w a s  h i s  f i r s t  summer. 
He spent  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  doing day l abo r ,  f ie ldwork,  day l abo r .  And i t  
was a  r a iny  summer which meant he d i d n ' t  work a  l o t  of days, and he 
brought an o ld  Oldsmobile, t h e  only used c a r  t h a t  looked road worthy, 
you know, when you need a  c a r  tomorrow. There were no small  c a r s  on t h e  
used c a r  l o t  a t  t h a t  po fn t ,  and he drove i t  t o  Mis s i s s ipp i .  Drove i t  
back and f o r t h  t o  work. He drove about  t e n  mi les  back and f o r t h .  H e  
l i v e d  wi th  h i s  dad, and drove t o  work, back and f o r t h .  And he came borne 
t h a t  summer and had pa id  f o r  the  gasol ine .  (laughs) Tha t ' s  a l l  he  had 
made because t h e  day l a b o r  wage was low. It was a  r a iny  season so he 
d i d n ' t  work many days, and t h e  g a s o l i n e  was expensive, and t h e  c a r  uaed 
a  l o t  of i t .  And he came home wi th  many, many wor r i e s  and concerns gbout 
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t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  South, and most of a l l  how do those people wi th  a 
family of s i x  ch i ld ren  do it.  And he  was very  impressed wi th  t h e  
economic s o c i o l o g i c a l  problems of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  group of people.  

Then t h e  o t h e r  summer t h a t  he spen t ,  he went t o  t h e  South--this was 
between t h e  j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  yea r s  a t  co l lege .  He went down hoping 
t h a t  he could g e t  a  job i n  an  o f f sho re  o i l  d r i l l i n g  r i g .  He had a-- 
t h e r e  was a  crew going out  and he knew some of t h e  k ids  t h a t  were on 
i t ,  bu t  school  d i d  not--his f i n a l  exams f e l l ,  unhappily he drew one 
of t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  exam schedules ,  and so  he missed t h e  c r u i s e  
going by two days. So he  wound up digging d i t c h e s  f o r  foundat ion bases  
i n  Tennessee, f o r  a cons t ruc t ion  group. So Quintan 's  summers were 
d i f f e r e n t ,  and he enjoyed a l l  of them because he was on h i s  own and 
l ea rn ing ,  he wanted t o  go i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  s ec t ions .  

The one th ing  he  was no t  r e a l l y  quite--he was ready t o  g e t  marr ied,  
bu t  he needed one more summer, ( laughs)  t h a t  was h i s  problem, bu t  h i s  
problem, he  wanted t o  do a  f r e i g h t e r  one summer. He w a s  j u s t  determined 
t o  do a f r e i g h t e r  a t  s e a  kind of th ing .  He wanted t h i s ,  he f e l t  t h a t  
he needed t h a t  t o  round h i s  experience.  But I guess t h a t  one kind of 
go t  by t h e  board because t i m e  r an  o u t ,  summers r an  out .  

Now Rich worked two summers i n  Mis s i s s ipp i  l i v i n g  wi th  h i s  dad a f t e r  
co l lege .  This  w a s  between h i s  j u n i o r ,  I guess between sophomore, 
j un io r ,  s en io r  yea r s ,  and he worked i n  a bank t h e r e ,  and no I guess 
it w a s  oneyea r  l a t e r  than  t h a t ,  anyway he worked wi th  t h e  computers 
t h e  second year  andgo t  some good experience.  I n  a  smal l  opera t ion  
they could l e t  him do t h e s e  th ings ,  and i t  pa id  of f  very  we l l  f o r  him 
i n  t h a t  i t  was t h e  end t o  some of t h e  work t h a t  h e ' s  done o t h e r  summers. 
Having had some experience,  you have an i n .  I f  you've never worked 
wi th  a machine, they don ' t  r e a l l y  want you, and so  i t  was a very  
p r o f i t a b l e  summer from t h a t  s tandpoin t .  

Q. Is he i n  t h a t  kind of t h ing  now? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. I n  graduate  school? 

A.  Yes. Now so  much f o r  t h e  boys. Enough of them. 

Q.  Okay. How do you spend your time now? 

A. How do I spend my t ime now? Well, l e t  m e  see.  

Q. I ' m  asking f o r  i t .  

A. Yes. During the summer, t h i s  is  no t  t h e  importance of my world, 
bu t  through t h e  summertime is  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t .  I ' v e  been working 
fou r  days a t  t h e ,  I guess you'd c a l l  i t  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a p  i n  one sense,  
bu t  i t  is a  r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  museum. I t 's  a p r i v a t e l y  owned museum 
of c a r r i a g e s  and M r .  Brunk, M r .  James Brunk, who owns i t  s t a r t e d  o u t  
some f o r t y  years  ago j u s t  t o  r e a l l y  preserve  some c a r r i a g e s  t h a t  he 
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thought were i n t e r e s t i n g .  It w a s  a shame t o  j u s t  put  them on t h e  
t r a s h  heap, and l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  i t  has  grown u n t i l  he has  a tremendous 
c o l l e c t i o n  and a we l l  rounded c o l l e c t i o n  of ca r r i ages .  I t ' s  a l s o  
amazing how many d i f f e r e n t  types of des igns ,  s t y l e s ,  engineering works 
t h a t  c a r r i a g e s  had, and so when he  r e t i r e d  from h i s  business--what t o  
do wi th  a l l  t he se  th ings  t h a t  he had c o l l e c t e d ,  and so  i t  was decided 
we l l  why n o t  have a l i t t l e  museum, and charge a smal l  f e e ,  maybe 
enough t o  maintain i t .  

And so  t h a t ' s  what they decided t o  do, and then M r s .  Brunk s a i d ,  "Well 
i f  people a r e  going t o  come i n ,  why c a n ' t  I have a l i t t l e  g i f t  ope ra t ion ,  
souvenir  thing?" And t h i s  is what I mean the  t o u r i s t  t r a p  p a r t  of it. 
I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  museum i s  worthwhile, and the  o t h e r ,  i t ' s  amazing how 
many people enjoy looking a t  souveni rs ,  and so i t ' s  a form of amusement 
f o r  t h e  l a d i e s  whi le  t h e  men look  a t  t he  c a r r i a g e s  is  how i t  r e a l l y  
works out .  

So four  days a week I work down the re .  It 's only a h a l f  a mi le  from 
home. The hours  a r e  wonderful. 1 go a t  t e n  and come home a t  f i v e  on 
these  f o u r  days. I come home a t  noontime so  that I can do t h e  laundry 
of a morning, pu t  i t  on t h e  l i n e ,  go t o  work, come home a t  noon, t ake  
i t  down. It 's j u s t  I mean i t ' s  j u s t  a good arrangement. Now t h a t  
ceases  i n  t h e  winter t ime.  The r e s t  of my summer i s  spent  mowing yard 
and t h i s  has  been a w e t  season,  and I mow a good dea l .  

Q, Do you have a r i d i n g  mower? 

A. I have a r i d i n g  mower. I cou ldn ' t  do i t  in-- i t  t akes  about an  hour 
and a ha l f  a week t o  mow t h e  yard,  and then  t h e r e ' s  usually--and t h a t ' s  
one n i g h t  a f t e r  work I could do t h a t  very e a s i l y ,  and then t h e r e ' s  
another  n igh t  a f t e r  work i t  t akes  f o r  t r i m i n g  and pruning and th ings  
t h a t  kind of have t o  be done. Then I have a garden which t akes  a few 
hours  of a morning o r  of a n igh t  of sometime. 

Q. Vegetable o r  flower? 

A, Both. Both. I don' t  r e a l l y  do a b ig  f lower garden th ing .  I l i k e  
pe renn ia l s  and th ings  t h a t  kind of su rv ive  on t h e i r  own, and t h i s  i s  
t h e  th ing  t h a t  I enjoy most. And I try t o  have bulbs  followed by iris, 
followed by poppies,  followed by phlox,  followed by chrysanthemums and 
t h a t ' s  my f lower bed p l u s  shrubs. I l i k e  t o  p l a n t  t r e e s  and I love-- 
and t h i s  is  t h e  th ing .  Each sp r ing  you ' re  always p l an t ing  something 
e l s e ,  and then t h a t  t akes  a l i t t l e  b i t  of water ing and nurs ing  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  yea r ,  and evergreens a re- - th i s  is a windy h i l l ,  and evergreens 
have been p lan ted  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and because I l i k e  them. They're kind 
of i n t e r e s t i n g ,  bu t  now I need t o  spray  f o r  some bag worms. 

So gardening and yard and then tak ing  c a r e  of t h e  garden food, and i t ' s  
go t t en  t o  be kind of an  i n t e r e s t i n g  game wi th  me t o  see how s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  
I can be wi th  my e leven  l i t t l e  chickens and my garden which I pu t  i n  t h e  
f r e e z e r  o r  can. And I have f r u i t  p r e t t y  much t h a t  I can draw on l i k e  
peaches, and sauce app le s  o r  t r anspa ren t  app le s ,  and r i g h t  now I need t o  
go p i ck  some b l ackbe r r i e s  and g e t  t h a t  j e l l y  made. And then I pu t  t h ings  
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i n  t h e  f r e e z e r  and t h i s  is  my food supply f o r  t h e  win ter .  And I don' t  
t h ink  you could do t h i s  wi th  e a s e  f o r  a family of s i x ,  but  f o r  a family 
of one p l u s  t he  family t h a t  comes home occas iona l ly  I j u s t  g e t  along 
f i n e .  I t 's  kind of a game. That ' s  one of my games I play.  

Then of course,  I work a t  t h e  church. I teach  a  Sunday school  c l a s s ,  
and r i g h t  now we're  i n  t h e  process  of hopefu l ly  f i nd ing  a  new m i n i s t e r ,  
and I ' m  on t h e  p u l p i t  committee, chairman, which says  I have t o  f i n d  a 
m i n i s t e r ,  and I belong t o  AAUW again.  Same p a t t e r n s .  Women's c lubs ,  
t h i s  is t h e  kind of t h ing  t h a t  board meetings t ake  t i m e ,  and then  I-- 
through t h e  sp r ing  and f a l l  which r e a l l y  is  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I ' m  no t  
working a t  Brunk's I spend a t  l e a s t  one day a t  Memorial Garden i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld  a s  t r a i l  guide,  o r  working wi th  grounds committee, and 
a l s o  a p a r t  of t h e  func t ion  is t o  be a  c o l l e c t o r  and s u p p l i e r  f o r  
t h e i r  workshop. Now t h i s ,  t h i s  is a c r a f t  shop. This  says  t h a t  r i g h t  
now I should be ga ther ing  c a t t a i l s  and i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  l a t e  f o r  i t ,  but  
I should be  doing t h i s .  Tha t ' s  why you s e e  a l l  those  weeds t h a t ' s  on 
t h e  back porch. 

Q. What kinds of--is t h i s  Lincoln Memorial Gardens? 

A. Lincoln Memorial Gardens. 

Q. What kind of t h ings  do you c o l l e c t ?  

A. For them? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well of course,  t h e i r  c r a f t  shop works p r imar i ly  wi th  n a t i v e  and 
d r i e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  and cones are an  important i tem f o r  t h e i r  Christmas 
workshops. And s o  I p i ck  up cones every whip s t i t c h  and c l ean  them 
and g e t  them de l ive red  ou t  t o  t h e  garden. I usua l ly  s t o r e  them he re  
and then t ake  them t o  them as they need. I n  o t h e r  words, just kind of 
keep a  supply going. 

Q. How do you c l ean  them? 

A. Let them dry and brush them s o  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  c l ean ,  and whi te  p ine  
I do a l o t  of them i n  t h e  oven because i f  you j u s t  hea t  t h e  whi te  p ine ,  
t h e  whi te  p i t c h  t h a t ' s  on them, which i s  a n a t u r a l  r e s i n  on them, me l t s  
j u s t  a  l i t t l e  and g l a z e s  them, and then i t ' s  e a s i e r  t o  handle them. 
Before i t  has been heated i t ' s  s t i c k y ,  and it g e t s  on your f i n g e r s  and 
i t ' s  kind of a  m e s s .  But i f  you h e a t  them a l i t t l e ,  i t  g l azes  and 
they have kind of a sheen and a f i n i s h  look i n  t h e  f i n i s h e d  product.  

Q. How warm is  your oven? 

A.  About 250 degrees.  

Q. For how long? How long do you bake them? 
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A.  You watch them and i t  depends a  l i t t l e  on t h e  s i z e  of them and t h e  
th ickness .  There a r e  some t h a t  a r e  small and t h e  p e t a l s  a r e  kind of 
t h i n  and i t  t akes  l e s s  t i m e .  Usually I ' d  say  1 5  t o  20 minutes,  and 
you have t o  put  paper i n  t h e  oven because as i t  h e a t s  t h e  excess  
p i t c h  w i l l  d r i p  o f f ,  and then suddenly your r o l l s  smell and t a s t e  Like 
pine.  So these  are t h ings  t h a t  I t h i n k  I t r ave l ed  enough i n  t h e  
tu rpen t ine  a r e a  and watch t h e  d ippers  and t h e  ch ippers  s l a s h i n g  p ine  
and c o l l e c t i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  tu rpen t ine ,  and every time I bake these  
th ings  I t h i n k  i t  smel l s  j u s t  l i k e  t u rpen t ine  camp. But t h e  p ine  
cones are one th ing ,  and preparing them, and ana ther  is  i n  t h e  f a l l  
you c o l l e c t  seed pods. Right now I ' v e  been working wi th  t h e  seed 
pods o f f  of t h e  poppies which make n i c e  d r i e d  arrangements. Dock is 
a good th ing  t o  c o l l e c t .  

Q. When do you c o l l e c t  t h a t ?  

A. Well, a long,  it should have been done along--you kind of have t o  
watch i t ,  and t h e  season changes. This  yea r  i t  should have been done 
about t h e  f i r s t  of Ju ly .  That was about when i t  was r i p e .  It 's when 
i t  begins t o  t u r n  brown. J u s t  begins,  and then i t  w i l l  g e t  more brown 
a s  i t  d r i e s .  I f  you wai t  till i t  t u r n s  brown i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i t  w i l l  
s h a t t e r  when you p i ck  i t .  I mean, as i t  d r i e s  i t  w i l l  s h a t t e r .  
C a t t a i l s  we c o l l e c t .  Water l i l y  pods we c o l l e c t .  Right now I ' m  
hunt ing  and I found a  pa tch  j u s t  two days ago of moth mullen, which 
is  kind of a  g race fu l  long seed pod wi th  l i t t l e ,  l i t t l e  round pods on 
i t ,  and I ' ll  show you some. It 's out  on the \back  porch. But t h i s  is 
t h e  kind of t h ing  t h a t  you c o l l e c t  and then sometimes I work i n  t h e  
c r a f t  shops ou t  t he re .  So Lincoln is one of my--how I spend my t i m e .  

Q. Have you ever  been honored by Lincoln Memorial Gardens i n  any way, 
shapeor fo rm?  Were you i n  on t h ~  beginning of i t ?  

A. Yes, I was i n  on t h e  beginning of i t ,  and we l l  no, t h a t  is  wrong. 
I was not  i n  on t h e  beginning of Lincoln Memorial Gardens because i t  
s t a r t e d  back i n  1935, and t h a t  was a  long time back and I wasn't  even 
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I worked wi th  M r s .  Knudson when she  was s t i l l  t h e r e ,  
and back--I'd say I worked out t h e r e  probably f o r  f i f t e e n  yea r s ,  and 
t h a t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  no t  t h e  beginning. I was honored i n  t h a t  I w a s  
p re s iden t  of Memorial Garden f o r  one t e r m ,  and t h i s  I t h i n k  is  q u i t e  
an honor. And this--when I say p r e s i d e n t ,  I mean, this--Lincoln 
Memorial Garden i s  a p r o j e c t  of t h e  Garden Club of I l l i n o i s ,  and a s  
chairman of t h e  board a t  Lincoln Memorial Garden, you a r e  a l s o  on t h e  
Garden Club of I l l i n o i s  board, and so  t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  is  kind of an  
in te res t ing- - I  mean you g e t  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  concept of a garden 
club work. It 's n o t  j u s t  t h e  l o c a l  c lub  p u t t i n g  on a show. I t ' s  a 
l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t .  So our  Memorial Garden is--and I ' v e  done a l o t  o f ,  
oh, t a l k s  l i k e  programs, t h ings  of t h i s  kind f o r  when t h e r e  are groups. 

So this is how I spend my time. There's probably some other th ings  t h a t  
I c a n ' t  t h ink  of a t  t h e  moment. One of t h e  th ings ,  I p lay  one day a 
week. There a r e  two o r  t h r e e  of u s  r e a l l y  l o c a l l y  t h a t  we g e t  t oge the r  
one day a  week and do something. We e i t h e r  ske tch ,  o r  work i n  a c r y l i c s ,  
o r  work wi th  water  c o l o r  and so we  have fun doing t h a t .  So t h a t ' s  my 
p lay  day. 
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9. Okay. Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you can t h i n k  of r i g h t  now t h a t  you 
should i n s e r t  he re  t o  f i l l  i n ,  o r  do you want t o  wai t  on t h a t  and 
th ink  about i t  and g e t  another  o u t l i n e  and . . . 
A .  Well it--any o t h e r  p a i n t s  t h a t  i n  your course,  o r  i n  comparing 
wi th  o t h e r  in te rv iews  t h a t  you ' re  r e a l l y  wanting t o  emphasize, o r  
d i g  i n t o  t h a t  I don ' t  know about ,  o r  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  go back 
even i f  we've t a lked  about them he re ,  and you want t o  unde r l ine  them, 
I ' d  be g lad  to .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  we've covered t h e  r e a l l y  important s t a g e s  i n  your 
l i f e  a t  l e a s t .  

A.  I ' m  j u s t  very--I'm very  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of a few th ings .  One I'm 
very a p p r e c i a t i v e  t h a t  I happened t o  have been placed o r  born i n t o  a  
democratic s i t u a t i o n ,  and had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of pub l i c  schools ,  
which is  an  outgrowth of  a  democratic process ,  1 th ink .  Also, I ' m  
very a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  t h e  f a c t ,  I th ink ,  when you read of o t h e r  
coun t r i e s  and some of t h e  problems, I ' m  very  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I was happened t o  be born i n t o  a  C h r i s t i a n  community, and one t h a t  
r e a l l y  ue have s o  much t o  work with.  

We are--you read of o t h e r  a r eas .  I ' m  very a p p r e c i a t i v e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
I never  happened t o  have had the  f e e l i n g  of despera t ion .  I guess I 
never f e l t  i t  s o  I don' t  know what t h e  f e e l i n g  is,  but  t o  have been 
overrun wi th  a  war s i t u a t i o n .  This  has  happened i n  t h e  South and I 
th ink  some of t h e i r  problems--this w a s  t r u e  f o r  many c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  
you s e e  l i k e  i n  Germany, i n  France. Now t h e  whole Far  East .  How 
thankfu l  we should be t h a t  t h i s  never  happened t o  happen t o  us.  The 
only th ing  t h a t  I ' m  overrun wi th  a t  t h e  moment a r e  c r i c k e t s  ( laughs)  
bu t  t h e s e  a r e  t h ings  t h a t  I sometimes t h i n k  how very  f o r t u n a t e  we a r e  
t h a t  we were, I mean t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  I have been f o r t u n a t e  t o  have 
been born i n t o  a democratic,  C h r i s t i a n  community. 

I n  t h e  s tock  t h a t  I am, and I ' m  very  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of a family i n  t h a t  
they g ive  you something t o  bu i ld  on. Some sense  of s e c u r i t y .  Not 
always a s  secure  a s  you might want t o  be economically--but t h i s  is  a  
minor problem--and t h e r e  i s  a sense  of belonging and a  sense of back- 
ground, and out  of t h i s  comes t h i s  sense  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  It might 
worry you sometimes. A r e  you doing your l i t t l e  p i ece  t o  add t o  e i t h e r  
your C h r i s t i a n  o r  your democratic processes .  But I ' m  thankfu l  t h a t  qt 
l e a s t  I have the  opportuni ty.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  t imes t h a t  I am 
very aware t h a t  i f  t hese  th ings  a r eno thappened  and I had no t  been placed 
where T w a s ,  I guess. So thank you. 

Q. Thank you. Did you want t o  smash t h e  c r i c k e t ?  Where d id  it go? 

A. She ' s  gone. No. 

Q. Thank you f o r  spending t h e  time t a l k i n g  t o  me these  two evenings, 
and f o r  being so  very  open and f r e e  wi th  your answers. 


