
Preface 

Gmy Smith, raised in the farm ccmmunity of Bismarck, Illhois, 
~ a ~ l i f e m a m i d w e E t t f a r m d u r ~ W o r l d W a r T 1 .  Smith's father 
was mgliahJGerman and his rnother German. u r r y  tells of the e f f d  
these particular heritages had on the family's perspective on the war. 
He d l s  German prisoners workbq on the fam and his mrther 
sp&chg to them in their native language. He also hm, 
during the war years, all signs of Geman heritage disi9ppamd Erwn 
his hamhold. 

Wders of the oral history rmmir should bear in mind that it is a 
tmnsaipt of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor saqbt to preserve the informal, conversaticnal style that is 
inharent in such historical swmes. Sargamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the manair, nor for views 
expresrsed therein; these are for the readtx to judge. 

The -ipt may be and cited freely. It may nat: be 
rep- in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechmicdl, 
without pmnissicn in wit* fmm the O r a l  History O f f i c e ,  Semganrn 
State University, Sprjnsfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Larry Smith, Springfield, Illinois, Wtober 27, 1981. 

John C c d c e l l ,  Interviewer. 

Q: Larry, I would f i r s t  like to start  out by asking a few questiom 
about yau personal baclrgrand and y a u  family badqmmd. Could p u  
tell me your date of birth please? 

Q: Were y m  misted h W i l l e ?  

A: I WEIS raised on a farm outside Darrville. Closar to BiErmarck, 
Illinois, a little tam clcee to which I grew up but I lived a little, 
really, a a farm. 

Q: Birsnarck, is that C-K? 

A: That is with a C-K, B i s m m k ,  Illinois. M speaks a Oerman 
heritage. 

Q: What was your father's name? 

Q: Is your father still living? 

A: No, he died in 1974. My mother is still alive. 

Q: Hclw old was your father when he died? 

A: Both parents born in 1900. 

Q: What w a s  their natimal origin? 

A: My father's origin was largely English with same tossed in, 
but principdlly English. My raothcrls origin were nearly a humhd 
pccmt Garman, both her grmdpmmts were of German or~gin. HEX 
directparmtswereharninthisc~ountryMtheirparentsMbeen 
born in Germany. 



A: No, don't have the vaguest idea. 

Q: Did you have any brothers an3 sisters? 

A: I have brothem and a sister. Do you want namss and thad 
sort of thing? 

Q: Names and i f  pasible, their ages at the t h e  of your birth or 
ages taday, either one. 

A: There is Haward Leland Smith. He's the oldest. He would be 
sixty-one presently. N e x t  is Maxy Ann. Her last name is Astell, now. 
She would be fifty-nine. Then is H e r b e r t  Dale. No, John Wymnd is 
next in there, and he would be fifty-four. Then would be Herbert Dale 
who is forty-nine. Actually, he's f if ty this year. I am forty-four. 
I'm the baby. 

Q: N s a r l y  a mty-year span a a m s  these children, or nearly 
years. 

A: A lo t  of yearrr t o  be having babies. 

A: 1% bsen thirrking that. It was w h a  my sister, w i t h  whcp I 
was -1y close, braeaght me a birthday present-and I r e rmb r  
the mt bklt I wouldn't have been able to have told haw old I was 
unless I asled her. She gave me a birthday present which I still 
have, a little tin r.wgcn with a home cmmcted to it and she gave me 
thatanmyfourulb-y. I ~ t h e s m t ~ t I d o n ' t  
mmber-I wouldn't have been able to say, lvOh yes, she gave me that 
cm ny f m  birt.MayfW sa she had to tell me. I oan tell you a great 
deal abut it, as a matter of fact, 

W e  were sitting on the hack porch ard it was an August aftenwon and 
my sister had a job a t  the time in Dgurville. She mme hane and had 
this W u m  sized package with yellcwtissue paper with a yellow 
ribbcsl araad it. I didn't wen knuv it was ny birthday that day, I 
had forgotten all a b u t  it. She gave it to me arrl told IKE it 286 my 
birthday awl Men I remmbxd, "Ah yes, it's ny birthlayfM and frpn 
ulat point in the aEtemoon, birthday things happened. Birthday cakes 
appeared and ice wemigot mde that night, it was gmat Anr. I think 
"tls prabablywhy I remwber it. It was sort of a spectacular wqnt 
after I had foryotten that it UKIS my birthday a l l  together. Which 
scat of thhq I nwer do. I always mmrbr when ny birthday is. 
I didn't then. My sister was cxmsiderably older and MIS already 
working at the th.  

A: Yes .  j 



story the other day abaut the l3qlish side of the Smith family and I 
wmder if you could mt that for me mw. 

A: Sure, abaut John R. Smith? 

Q: Yes. 

A: W e l l ,  it tmm out that i n  the generetians that r q  father and his 
brothersandarnrmberoftheSmi.ths--therewasalwaysscarrsonehthe 
family*masenanewasJohnR. andthatcaUSBdthantothinkabcutwhy 
sameme wmld always be MPnsd John R. The f h t  ~ l a e  was usually John 
andthe s e c o n d ~ w a s  0ftmRalphhUt nut always, SOpnetimegmymcBd. 
Then f3mabdy said maybe we w e r e  related to Captain Jahn R. smith, a t  
w h i c h  point an uncle of mine went atcut studying family lineage and 
got the people f m ~ o  Washington involved in helping with the family 
lineage. It turns cut that we are in fact related to Captain John R. 
Smi*, wha with his liaison w i t h  Poc2Lhontas--which was nwer blessed 
with marriage, it was sinply sane children that he happened to have as 
by-blows, that s what you would d l  them, with -orbs. Sa that 
ny Smith family in this caunhy is a result of John R. ard Pocahontas, 
so we are on the bar sinister side. 

Q: This brings a couple of questiolu3, I think, to mind--and I have no 
i h  hcw far or how deeply this subject has heen studied by yan 
family--but would you have any idea if John R. Smith and Pocahontast 
childrm were  raised by John R. Smith? 

A: No, theywoUdnlt have been. They- zhndmd.  This was the 
nature of John R. Smith. He was not, quote, I t t h e  history bookt' sort 
of thing that uras a hero scat of fellow--qparmtly he mmtt. I 
don't lolow nu& abart him, Ewcept that I've learned he wa~-arrogant:, 
and that he was a wir&ag and was not exactly too cmhoerned about wbat 
he left behind. The children, two or three, ths rem& are not 
clear-that he left behLnd were raised by P d i 2 ~ 1 6 ,  and wentually 
bscame residents in the mt-and the family developed. It's really 
very- tom. I merpaidrnuch attention to it. The alder 
r m b r s  of ny family, my uncles and the like, were all very excited 
a b o u t t h e s t C a y ~ I ~ t O O y c n o l 3 . f c r i t t o m a k a a n ~ ~ i m s o I  
don't ImEwmuch abxrt it- that Jahn R. wm an. forefather, and 
that we w x e  the result of children l e f t  mantas. So she raised 
than. 

A: Well I would say almost, because you never can be sure of it--but 
her heritage was German. 

Q: Iha c c a n b h t i o n  of English-German father and Germw mother, did 
they retain, would you say, any of the traits that you fed are 
dmrmteistic of either me of those nationalities? 



A: W e l l  itfs good you put it that way, because itfs a very subjective 
thing, you hw, what are the ~nglish l h  and what are the Germans 
1 1tfs m e r  a orie hu&md percent case. But certainly rrry father 
was a very ccmemative, reserved, quiet man who knew precisely 
he was doing but he was not demonstrative. ""1" 
While my mcrther had many of the same characteristics, amsemative and 
quiet, she had a sort of resolve that was unyielding resolve. She 
W d ~ ~ x p h e r m i n d a b o u t ~ ~ a n d t h a t w a s t h e m y i t m s ,  
regardless of any facts you might bring her. But still, she def- 
to my father's judgement. Wherever he was in the clear authority, ahe 
paid attentian to what he said. I daft beliwe, hawwrer, she wuuld 
wer have acquiesced in her beliefs, She may have done what he said 
was the correct thing to do but that didnft msan that she believed it. 
W z t  bemme it was proper to do at the man said, she did what he 
wid. W n t  where she was the boas in raising the &ildren or in 
mything hav- to do with the house or hamestead, she made clear 
decieims, baered on only lnwws what-you never faux3 that c u t .  
She made her decisiol.1~~ and once ahe made the decision, no matter haw 
painful it might be, she to it in the Tuture. So &.e was very 
c a r e m a b o u t ~ y ~ ~ ~ k s t o ~ b e c a ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t h a t w h e n  
8he made a mnark like, f f Y ~ f l l  pay far that the rest of yaur 1ifefw 
shemant i t .  S o s h e w a s v ~ c a r e f f r l ~ ~ t s h e s a i d a n d b w h m  
she said it. Nwerthaless, a wcmm of fieme resolve, incredibly 
strong willed, but you newer quite under&tood her decisions wwre 
acaningfrrrmor~tthemativeswere.  Wrttheywerestmqarld 
resolute* 

I g u e s s ~ t ~ ~ e ~ l r e t h e t h i r m g s t h a t I t h i n k o f ~ m I t h ~ o f  
German. She sharedmy father's conservatism and quietness. 
E S r t r m o ~ i l y  mat w a r m ,  which is a trait of* referred as being 
Geman. In fact, caple ive ly  tidy, cmpdsively orderly so that it 
gat to be a terrible drag on the kids. You had to keep things in 
order. IfA place for amythkq and ' in its placetf was  not 
just a m&b, it was a reality. Any= times when Ifve had to 
explain--for lmg of time, why I neglected to return a knife 
to a specific dmwe4y it just w m t  in that me instead of that 
me. 1 ~ c w i l d b e ~ W l . l e t h e r ~ w a s ~ ~ m e o r ~ r r e  
s t a n d - s a y i r r g t h i s ~ ,  O r ~ d l e s i r m r e l y t h a L a g h t  
that I didn't m&rstad that it was to go h drawer x jlnstead of 
drawer y. I put it in b w e r  y becaw I just was dam w i t h  it and 
t o s s e d i t a r d s h e w m t d t o k n w w h y i t . w z r s n l t i n ~  [drmerx]. 
S o i n t h a s e ~ ~ w a s G e r m a n .  

~ t h i n g t h E l t I l ~ t o t h i n k i ~ G e r m a n i ~ w h a t w a ~ i r e f e r r e d t c ,  
as the docqmd, It was always vezy tidy and full of fl-. Tha: 
area immediately ' 

the back door of the house had cment and 
brick inlaid, a t w b e d ,  a l l  very colorful. Nothing 
exbmems in the way. Things were put away and out of sight so that 
iaround the back door an3 the back porch was always very clean and 
opened, full of color. 

One of the ways--2Uld she had a fierce tempr which I 'rn not sure is 
necessarily German but it would ccrme to the surface very quickly, 
yau Mxlld see her physically take control of herself because if ahe 



When you go to Grandma Smith's hauEle-it's kind of an interesting 
thing, toa. She prefem--prefers isn't the right word, but ahe 
catainly doesn't stop her children fnxn calling her G m r h a  Smith. 
W e d o i t ~ ~ s e w e a r e r e f 8 1 ~ ~ t o h e r w h e n w e ~ t o a u r c r w n  
children--lllet Is go over to  Grandma Smith'~~~--but e m  i n  her pmsmce 
I've called her Gmndm Smith and she correct it. Perhaps 
it Is saethhg w i t h  age or generation. Nonetheless, she doesn't. But 
wen today she miss, control wer her grandchildren and 
that you respond t o  that control, If you qo to Grandma's house, you 
do what Grandma says. My kids don't like lt a bit. thhk it's 
just the worst kind of ammqemnt, and don't l h  to  go v i s i t  
anymore. ?hey w i l l  only go v i s i t  her nuw bemuse they haw she's old 
a n d n o t g o i n g ~ b e a r a u n d ~ l ~ e r a n d s o s h s d e s e r v ~ r 3 ~ b e  
visited but they don' t lib it a bit.  No soft ways. 1 can't--1 wi8h 
IcauldsayI3mtshehadsofiwaysbutshedoeEul't. 

Q: Y a u m a n t i ~ a m c F m a r r t ~ t h a t i n . t h e m ~ f y a u r f a ~ ~ s  
mqmsibility, his word was the final ward. In the anas of raising 
the d l d r e n  or thhgs h t  the hme t3ey were basically, I Miwe 
yau a i d ,  yerur motherls -ility. If your father stepped in w i t h  
the final wzd, would it in fact be the final word? or is that 
scmehiq he wouldn't . , . 
A: We didn't do that. There was a clear cut arrangement. AnythFng 
that had-I appose it was a line of -tion that I could draw on 
the bade lawn--that would have said, Vmn this pint  cm Pop's in  
control and fwam this point on my nother is in controlt~--because 
mything to do with raising children or anything to do with the houee 
andl in a large degree f d l y  activity, was  gwenzed by my mother. 
WheUlar we would go to a hiqh school band concert or to Vie play a t  
the high school or to a mdvle. Which we went to a lot. '!Ma d Pa 
Wtlell m o v i e s .  Tbse things were delsemcined by my mther. When we 
would v i s i t  relatives was de- by her or i f  w e  wi=m going to o 
to saeom's hotme for a y  dhmer, it wwld have been an Mitat I on 
l 2 w h m g & ~ t h e w c x l e n r a ~ t h a n ~ m a n *  El l tarryth ingwith  
the vaguest dawticitq attachd to  it, she was in dmnp of it. 



cwls;ervatism and my mcrtherts personality. That was m e d  for &her 
parts of the hause and it rms none of aur business so we rimer saw it. 

Q: Yau msrrtioned a while ago armnpt the older members of the smith 
f d l y  there was a pride abcut the John R. Smith cxmnecrticln 
and Ehglislz baclqccwl or perhaps the Pocaharrtas badgmmd, I'm nat 
sure, or perl.laps both. 

A: I dm% t h h k  Pocahontas as much as John R. 

Q: Was there a feel: of national pride about the German baclqmmd 
by yaur mothw, father or both? 

A: Itt s hterestjng that my mother who had a lot of German 
badqmmd, a lot of German heritage, was clearly proud of it--because 
shewenttaWmtrcPxbleof l ~ t a ~ G e r m a n h M @ & o o l ,  
and was very goad at it. Her nwther and father didnlt speak German in 
the house. Althmgh I think they could have, they didnt t. But ahe 
lamed the l w g e ,  80 there is som evidence that she was 
hkmstedjnthingsWman. Kmwacronsiderableamcrurrtabolrt.amum 
h m ,  mdhdinherarsenalof cook inga lo to f~e rmand i shes~ t  
~ h a d l e a m e d f r m h e r ~ a n d h e r f a t h e r .  
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But the places where--and this is sort of--1% sure there is a 
deal of psychology behind this and I haven't stopped to figure ? t all 
out, but my mother wae, as I said, a great one to keep the dcmryslrd 
clean. She main+xhed  an enormcrus garden by hand. It was better than 
a half an acre of vegetable garden which she mfrrtained all by hand, 
however--she weeded it, down on her hands and knees. But she seem& 
to enjoy that enormouely. There was nothing that p l e a d  her more 
than to be outside raking the grass, cleaning up walnut t r e ~ ~ ,  waIru.ts 
fall* m the graund-and does that to this day. She'll go outsidR 
and rrraurtzlh .Ehe place so t h a t  every blade of grass is just right 
where it b8laqs. That was part of xy  job. I always warrted to help 
h e r w i t h t h a t a n d I a l w a y s 1 o o k e d f o r w a r d t o ~ o c c a s i o n s ~ ~ ~ ~ I  
knew she would always be in goad frame of mind--and it was then that I 
l ~ t o ~ ~ t ~ I d i d 1 ~ .  

Q: It was wl-sen you were helping her w i t h  these chow? 

A: Helping w i t h  these chores, workirrg in the garden, mrkiny an the 
l m .  W x t : m & w a s h t h e h a u s e a h e d i & l t l h i t a b i t .  Itwas 
wider&. she really didnlt like thirrgs cmfined to a hause, doing 
house chores. When &e got outside she wcns a very mch different 
persm, a happier persm.  

a: Haw l q e w  the house? 

A: Well, the hause had nine very large rocrms. A big house, a 
farmhouse, wa&n clapboard house, draw, old. 

A: W. It was a pretty big chore, especially since I was supposed 
to have been a girl--- this might ke of interest since I was  the 
l~tandahewaslatabeforeIwslsbom* S h e w a s t o t h a t p o i n t m  
it was  a l i t t l e  dangerous t o  be having a baby, going on forty. It was 
dacided that I should be a girl. They already had three k y s  and a 
girl and so what they needed was a gkl .  sa they picked aut the narm 
Loretta laq before I ms born, and tdwn I waa born asld was not 

*t didnlt charge matters a bit. I was called Lnretta-so 
I ' m  told by my sic-il I was three and my hair wasnlt cut until 
Iwasthme, erndIoftenwasdreasedindressee:untilIwaasUlree, 
simplybecauseIwassupposedtobeagir1. Whatmtdeep 
penetration that had onmy psyche I don't knw,  I haven't wperi~ued 
it yet but it may came out acarreday. But I was literally treated as, if 
I -and a t ' s  mymtherle resolve far you--damit, you w a x  
sqpcsed to have been a girl ,  we w i l l  treat yau as a girl! AS a 
result of that, because my father had three sans to help h i m  with the 
farming, I was really nut needed, ard I was colsverted into a hcusehql. 

Tlhatle wfiat my childhmdwas, as a h a d  to nrymother. So I learned to 
do all of the vegetable gardening and a l l  the housework and I lamed 
tocanand1 learnedtobakecakes and1 learnedtocookandall that 
stuff because I was tohave been a girl. So there you are. Sowhen 
the question arose of may I bb piano lessons, my father would have 
been violently to that if it was his other sons, but because I 
was a different khd of animal it was Wte a l l  right, the music, just 
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Q: HCYW did yaur older b- and sistem relate to this treabrmt 
of you? 

A: They rather despised me b c a ~ 1 3 e  said I was a spoiled brat. 
F'mn theh pint of view I suppose I was. I didn't have to go out 
into the fields and do what they did. Hcrwlever, my sister was very 
closetorn@becauseweweresortof treatedalike. Shewasahouse 
hand and sowas I, So as a resuJ.t, therewas avery close connection 
wen thagb there was ~EES distance in ax age. There was a close 
cmnection between us bemuse we were both hmmpqle . Leaned to do 
the same chores. Even to this day, I ' m  still very &ortable w i t h  my 
sister and have a samswhat fonnal maticmship w i t h  my brothers. 
Because they resated it. They didn't want to go out in the fields 
arrylr\ore than a @ d y  else did, in the hot sun, Didn't like that. 

Q: Do yry~ have arry idea whether yaur mDt2aerc-you marrtianved that she 
had an in- in German history. Do ycru have any idea i f  your 
mother had any jntsrest in German national affairs prior to World 
war II? 

A: I really WISUldnlt ln#rw. I know that there was certainly stme 
afterthewarwhichw@'llgetto, butwhetherornot=shehadany 
affiliations or interests before the war I have no way of knowing. 
The closest I d d  canw to that W d  be an zulswer lrke this--if 
there were other German peaple in the neighbrhood, it was a cxmwnity 
o f W m m ~ l e .  N o t a l l G e r m a n b u t r r r a r r y .  Iwmxldthhkthathad 
t h e r e b e a n a n y s o r t ~ f G e r m a n ~ t h i e S b e f o r e t h e w a r ,  thatisto 
say social organizations or the like, those people would have been 
involved as well as she. I don't recall my rmtber ever attending 
mything, or do- ;inythiM that had a strictly German charrncter a h x t  
it. 

Q: You would not know if she was aware of or had an interest in t b  
fact: that the National Social ist  Party had corm to pwer? 

A: She barely knaJs who is president. That might give ycru m answx, 

Q: H that was true at  that t h  too. 

A: Yes, it was. 

Q: Nut a very pol i t ia -or ientd  . . . 
A: She was totally u p l i t i d ,  not hbmsbd in arry of this. She 
had a hause to run and a family to rrnise and it's nuenls busine~~ to he 

in politics. That still true bday. She has a vt 
deal of trouble with warm's lib peaple. She said they are clearly 
ablrogating their duties, turning them over to otherpecrple. It's, yau 
lmcw, kirwjl of sad but in her time that was clearly the truth. 
Everyboay had their work and it was c lar ly  delineated ad you did it. 
So she sees a great deal of difficulty with lines being Azsed today. 



Larry smith 9 

Wrt my guess is that she didn't althaugh I have no way of knuwirg 
w k k l w  she had any German interes- prior to the war. 

(2: muld you tell me a little bit about your education nm? I 

A: Sure. Startea to school in a one-rocan -1, which was the 
Grange hall tmmmmity for that and had been the G r a n g s  hall for 
cumunity s h  1909, is the date on the comerstone af the buildirq. 
Then when the Grange disaErpeared, the building w a s  still there w i t h  
the mrds I1Grange emblazmed amcas the dwrpoat, so the s&ml 
was called the G Hall School. Prior to that time school had been 
h a l d i n a - 3  lding called Price Schcol, But because the 
C a m m u n i t y h a d e n l a r g e d a b i t ~ w e s l t t o ~ l a r g e r b u i l d i n g a n d i t  
was brick so it was a little better. 

Q: Ycru did not attend the Price Schc~l. 

A: No, I started school w i t h  the Grange Hall School and there were 
twelve stxdenlx the year that I started school. I was the only f h t  ~~ in the E h t  grade. since the carrmnxnj.ty was mwmably s u e ,  
still is a stable ccrnmaulity, the only people that carre and went were 
farm laborers who acted as hired hat& to the 1- farmers and so if 
you started a grade w i t h  orae or two pople in it, it was "r 1-Y 
that yauwouldgmdute withthose same m m h r  of people in t. N w  
andthanr>~opleWdccaneandgomaMtoftheit* 
l a b o m .  That was the normal state of affairs. 

Q: Haw lang after consalidatim did you cxmtinue to attend at the 
Grange Hall S&ool? 

A: We did for one year. The consolidated &ml was sqxm&eA into 
two buildings. One, the f h t  through the fifth grades attended the 
schml building of the ~ o o l  w i t h  which we cmsolidat.d, and sixth, 
through eighth attended the Grange Hall Schaol. So for one year I w 
at a sdnool &led IXlncan during the--I guess--yes, the fourth 
was a t  mncan. Then that 43ummer they put the Ixmcan School on 
and m e d  it up to the Grange Hall S W l  and attached the tGJo 
buildings. So at the time I was in the fifth grade the two buildings 
wlere together. 

Q: A literal consolidation. (laughs) 

A: Quite literally. 9 I - q  put the hilding on vmeals and mwe3 it up 
them. 
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A: Went to Bismarck Hi* S-1 and there were 32 of us that 
graduated as d o r s  but I don't think the class was ever larger than 
forty. It was a m l y  small class, ScanethFng like a hundred and 
&@I* h the ~ t h  school. EV- ]mew werybody. mBwy330dy, 
knew ead.1 other and their families and brothers and sisters. V e r y  
tight. You didn't get away w i t h  ;inythina. We had a German principal. 
Hie nams was I-. He had been a captain in the Gemm army durihg 
the seamdWor1d War, and had defected and am t o  this w, and 
had a master's degrae i n  educatim E m  Gemmy-it was a MPdwest 
sd-rool but it was a Camm degree-and tmk the post m principal of 
the high school and believe m, that place was l h  a military carrrg. 
Of course, theGemanpeopleintheccmmmity justthoughtthatwas: 
the berries. 

Q: Do ycru know if Mr.  1- defected during the w a r  or after the war? 

A: It was right at beginning, by way of -and, and I donlt h a w  
what his story is but he workd his  way to the States. 

(2: Your father was a famrer. 

A: Y e s .  

A: He did. Well, he rented famland too but he am& a sizable 
amount of land. 

Q: Was this a family farm? 

A: I --yes, it was. It was nry grardfather's farm, his [my 
fatherle] fathers. The pople by the name of Bmm awn& the fann 
before my grandfather did. Why, I danlt know that this is the case 
but it is, father was the pqest in his family. There was s$ven 
b ~ ~ s i s t e r s  inthat familyandrzwaeof themwere intam&@ 
inbeingfarmerrtsowheslnydadcamealczy, heahcMwd htmest in 
being a farrruer. ?I.lle fanu was sinply aver t o  him. 
~ 9 n d ~ a t h r S m i t h m c w e d i r r t o B i ~ a n d m y  
grandfather lxxam an insurancS saleman. So in this case the farm 
w m t t o t h e ~ & i n s t e a d o f t o t h e o l d e s t ,  whichisthenom& 
routine. He was the pwqest one. So he was born there, an l  raised 
there aml was mmcied on at fann azld raised his family tham. 

Q: D i d  either of your have hobbies or jrrterests of that 
nature? 

A: I wish my mother were here to answer that question, She'd set you 
right, young m, T h e  wasn'ttime for hobbies--because I've a d a d  
such questions nryself f m  her, an3 that was the reply you got, There 
wasalwaysamqhhandworktobedone. Therewasnotimefornressing 
a b u t  with hobbies, My father on the other hand--he was very mch 
interested in small gruups--and as a result would becane imrolved in 
mall groups. Got himself on the school board. Got  himsslf hived 
in farm oqanizations 1h--let me think, !the name will cam to me. 
Got involved certainly in church, but h the people who were 



mgmizw and administer- the church. So what I'm hying to get a t  
h e m w a s h e w r m l d g e t h l v e d i n t h e 3 e d l g r o u p s , s o a s t o b e  
-, secretary, and he s p a t  his time at haws go- wer b k s  
of theEje little organizations that he belqed to. 1 

I 

He really enjoys beping books. mat w a s  one of the Pun mhgs a3Daut 
his desk is that it was alwiys full of the most amazing ledgers and 
boob, but I would get in big trouble for going and pulling out and 
lookirmg at. But I recall one in particular of--whenhewas on the 
school board for Price School, an old ledger was shuwing what the 
teacher had been paid that year. It was incredible, because it was in 
grain and chickans and eggs and bolts of cloth and sane money, but 
largely in goods, the teacher was paid. He would talk at great lerpgth 
dmut huw that was far better than paying him in dollars. 

W z t  those were his hobbies to be irrvolved in organizations of me sort 
or anather* That was partly because he was so very good w i t h  
He got almg with people very nicely. He had a way of--with p $ k  
manner, I you could say insinuating his opinion a othsrs 
b e c a u g e s u m h u w o r ~ a l ~ h e d i d n ~ t t a l k a l c r t ,  g n n p w ~ ~ M  
ocwre away -zing 'that wfiat he'd say was very valuable so they'd 
pay attention to him. As a result of that he becanrs vice pmsiderrt: of 
a dairy, madwars Dairy in Danville which is-p*ly in the Prairie 
F'mm Dairy now--& traveled to nearly every comer of the Uhi td  
StateG for dairy meetings of rme sort or another, mpmsating 
Probxrs  Da*. T u m d  daol any nmber of h i t a t i a n s  to  represent 
Illhis anl its dairy interedts at& for the s-le -son that he 
didn't think he was smart amgh to do it, but the tmth of it was he 
w a s  frightened. He fomd the idea of visit* foreign countriee 
frightening. It made him a little nervcrus, so he didn't do that. 

Q: Of travel? 

A: W l ,  just of stepping off an airplane arrl not speakhq the 
language made him very nervaus. Bssidss, which he didn't sea m y  lged 
far travel*. Wntil he be- a m a b r  of the dairy board and I 

tmvded all over the Whited States--Which made him very happy-he 
didn't travel at all. A two hundred mile trip WIS an enamms t r i ~  
forthefamilytohavemada. l h e n ~ h e w a s m t h e d a i r y ~ ,  he 
andnymotherwuuldtravelal1rnrerU~place. TheywereinNewYark 
wheslthelightswmtmtmefixsttitna. 

A: It would have been &art a thcxlsand acres farm. 
i 

Q: A t  that the he had same aans to help him w i t h  the farming. ~ i b  
he have zlny other eynployeas a t  that time? i 
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interesting thing abu t  that was that they had participated in 
~ a s l o n g a ~ t I c a n ~ ,  inthesensethathis 
brutha%--& to this very day ny c ~ w n  brothers--worm their fam~s,as 
if they were state farms. They'd buy md.Liraery tcgether, ,they'd 
each other's t b .  It's the gOOd of the farm that is at lnbses 
a q  of them indfviduaLly. So I zilwaya had this political problem 

c c m m d m ~ d h t m  
tz 

I  was a kid because the &ools ware teaching us what a temible 
'sm was lnade of and then I'd go h a m  and 

look it straight in the face because the practices w w e  me l x r d m d  
percent ccnnmunistic, cmmme-istic. T h h g s  were shared, things w e r e  
owned by a grrrup not by individuals, and it was the good of the farm 
not the individual that was at stalce Euld if those mtt m s t i c  
views (laughs) --I dim' t see the point. 

Q: And who was it that your father practiced this of 
ammgarmts w i t h ?  

A: A couple of his brothers who then-had bcme farmers later in 
life, had started their awn little fatms, were having trouble because 
lllipchhwy was wpznsive, and so he cooked up this bright idea--'Well 
why dm% we buy machinery together, and then we'll help each other do 
the So it was nifty, they did that. 

Mybrptkaerstoday, .threeof them, w h o r u n ~ f a r m ~ ,  d o t h @ v q  
sams thfng. They have me mine which they've all bught and ens 
wm pi- which they've all bmght. The smaller pieces, scane of 
them are wnd individually like tractors and pluws and the l*. But 
~thiS3wmg0~l~da;untoamaLlthingslikehandtools.  Rather 
than buy a bunch of cheap hand tools, t.hqrll go buy saw very 
expend- hand tools and than they are the property of the family, not 
thepmpertyof anyone inthefami lyand~~~rtofkept inacmtra l  
1-tion whem ycru go and t a l e  them if you need them, and put t h a n  
Isa& when you're dane. It's irltmast- ta note that one of my 
bratham who's not greedy, he's just mless--and he takes the tools 
and forgets to put them back or tabs his t h  putting them back and 
the ather two get very upset with him. They'll go reprimand h i m  far 
b e i n g s l c r w t o t h e m a r k i n p u t t i n g t h e ~ b a c k ~ e r a ~ ~ b e l o n g s a  
the nmct persm can use them Wuse  it's causing hcomesliiece to the 
group caKmunim! 

Q: Weus your family religious? 

A: Very. were n m r h a ~  of the Disciples of CZ1UZCh. 
At- religiously. Yau had to ham a very good mason if yau ; 
didn't attend. It was not a terribly fo& chumh. . . 
Erd of side One, T a p  Orse 

A: . . . nor was it a very radical churdl but it was a simple 
& u r d n ~ y w z w m t f l v d a y m 3 m i n g s p m i r s e d t h e L n r d ,  sangsmgs, 
tonkczcammdanand~hclrrue. T h e ~ ~ o f ~ ~ ~ c l ~ ,  
straightforward, ard yax didn't ask questions. In fact, there was no 
~ l ~ i m i m f o l v e d i n t h e ~ ,  y a u w e r e n o t t o w e y c x l r ~ .  



You would sinply beliave what was told to you, and your l i f e  would be 
che@ry andhappy, as a result. I t lspret tymmh that way t o  this day. 

Q: woula you deEccrihe this as a fw&mmhl of religion? I 

A: -41, in the sense that they wera B i b l e  ~~, &t 
nut radical B i b l e  thuprs. Wrt i f  you gat into an a n p e n t  with them 
they simply hamhi3 you the B i b l e  d said, lWel l ,  here it is. A l l  you 
have to  do is read it.'' It never occunred to than  that there might be 
an hteypmhtion differant than theirs. If there was me it was 
wrcrq-xr misguided, or the w r k  of the dwil. 

Q: Did your f d l y  read the Bible at hom? 

A: It was not allawed. It w a s  not a f d l y  activity to mad the 
B i b l e .  We did a lot of church hymn singing at hanw muse my mother 
~ a r s  a very g o d  piano player, and so we did a lot of that, but not out 
loud readmg of the B i b l e  although it was assured that you did it 
privately* 

A: By the parents, y v .  There was every evidence that they did, The 
B i b l e  m s  always apen m their bedraam. Wlt you didn't have religion 
shwed dawn your throslt. It w a s  a simple matter of, this is right and 
~ t i s w r o r a g ~ y o u ~ ~ t ~ ~ b e ~ l d i n a n y o t h e r ~ ~ r d s b u t  
those. That's it* If yau ch- to go to hell, great. Good. So in 
that way it 'e very refreshing i f  they are absolutely--absolute 
adh- to a set of principles but they don't f o n  on you. 
They simply tell you, "These are the right ways and i f  you dm't 
b l i e n r e  it, too bad.'' I rather like that. Well mrtainly, in that 
~ i t i ~ i n t e l l ~ j n ~ t i t l ~ i t u p t o ~ ,  I ~ t o q a k e  
the decision, No one is going to pester me about it. What's 
~ ~ ~ t h a t p e o p l e i n t h e ~ t y ,  @ w a r e  
s ~ l y r e f w e d t o h a v e a r r y t h i r r g t o d o w i t h i t e t l d t h e y a r e  
a s - - c 1 u ~ ,  they are treated h a y ,  they are regElrded as 
then t h e y w i l l  tllm right - and say that the Lord tells youthat 
yau mh't mix w i t h  the mil. So there they axe. Incredible armant 
of faim involved thare. 

Q: So, yes, religion was that? 

A: Abigpartof  t he fami lya l thaagh i twasno tha rpdupn toa r ry  
great dqme at all. It was only in, oh, after the --I don't 
what that has to do w i t h  it, but afterr the war--maybe w a  in the i 
f i f t ies ,  the questions about: playing m d s  and going to rwvies and I 

watching W i s h  as it came along, whether or mt these were goqd 
things. My parents did all of those things. My mother was the h q t  
a&re player I wermet. Which is a Germ~vl game. She can beat ydu. 
Anybody playing euchre. She's a good card player. Uwd movies, 
playsd the piam, laaew haw to play all the popular SOngB of the day/, 
a u l d  rattle them off real  good. So lhzre m s  a nice dxtue of 
sscularism and dlristianity. 



A: I really cmldn't say that I have arry idea. As I'd said before, 
my mother c e r t a h l y  showed very l i t t l e  interest in world politics- 
until Stalin.  Stal in got to her. I remerhr how she would go on and 
on a b u t  &at a horrible creature he was. My father, h~wwer, was 
more aware of that sort of thing. But the only kind af politics that 
1everheardarrythingabcRztvhenIwasadidwasRooswelt 
politics---use of the--well, the farme~rs in middle America were 
hurt pretty severely by the depression. Didntt have a hell of a lot, 
and~NewDealwas8Xact lywhat the?ywere lookingfor .  S o a s l ~  
ae Rooeenrelt was alive he was guaranteed a v0-b h B ~ ~ ,  1llinois 
because of his s q p r t  there. -was m a qwsticm of that. He 
was a godsand. Thatt& very h b m s t h g ,  too because that very sort of 
pxm--my parents and the= associates wera the very first sort& of 
people to mistrust the wealthy, or the ciw s l i ~ a l l  of Wch 
Raxweltwas. w l t h e h a d w m t h e i r ~ .  

A: Well, you know, they were just nat demonstrative people. 

Q: Did you family sibmibe to a newspaw? 

A: Y e a ,  the Danville -ial News and the--weekly or monthly-- 
-hie Farmer, 

Q: Now, was that a mmpaper or . . . 
A: Well, it was a tabloid sort of maspaper whi t31 was for farmers land 
f- information and agricultural informatinn--but it was mom on the 
order of a magazine. 

A: Life magazh ,  finally crrme alcng but thst was the first magazine 
that= inta the tha house a -regular basis aside fmm the prairie 
Farmer and the -ial News. The reason that I -that, 
-, is that when I was sir--beaiuse I was just startirq dwol-rry 
aunt fora b-ypmsmt gave= a -iptionto a Danald Wck 
ccBnicbonk&nrymotherWdn~tletrrrehaveitbeca~itw~~ 
t h e s o r t : o f t h h q s h e t h w g h t a h o u l d b e ~ ~ t o t h e h a u s e .  S o w  
didn't the sukecriptim. She simply pilfered it at the mailbox 
zlnd burned it and informad her sister, ny aunt, that she wauldntt do 
any foolish like that, please, again. So wht came into the 
house in the way of reading mkrial was selected very carefully. 
lhera is a joke which is told, which in my case is not a jake, it is 
one hundred percerrt true--of the boak salesman r&m canes to the door 
and wants to sell books of cne sort or mother. I vividly rwwber my 
mDther standing in the doorway say* to him, 'We don't need any 
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kmks, we alraadyhave one.tg (laughs) Well, the wradingmaterial was 
very axrefully selected, 

Q:  id ycrur f d l y  have a radio? 

A: Yes. W e  listened to the W E  staticm. It was pemamtly  tyd 
there. For a while it was a battery-operatd radio muse we chdnlt 
have electricity, We got electricity when I wzls in the second grade. 
So my first year of &ool was spent 1- to read by candlelight. 
I vividly mmmber leamirig to read by d e l i g h t  and as a result 
wen to this day when I am reading in the wening at home, ncrw and 
then--ma* it's just because I t m  getting old and ny eyes are going, 
but the wrds on the page w i l l  dance just as they would when the 
candle would flicker--and the words sort of dance becam the light is 
notevenonthan. SothatwaswhenIwasinsecondgrade. Thatwould 
have been--1b 1944-- had electricity. So we had a 
battary-apermted radio, we had an icebx. 

Wedidh.ltthavehatwaterinthehowe. Althozlghwedidhavea 
b a ~ i n t h e h o u s e b e c a ~ ~ e ~ ~ a r e s e r v o i r i n ~ b a m  
hayloft wfiich held water, and there were 1- p i p  all the way fram 
the barn to the house. The bathmxn m s  operated by gravity, the 
water was a gravity system. Until electricity there wars no way of 
heat- that water. So taking a warm bath was a miracle. As a matter 
of fact, I can m w m b m m y  dad once sti- his finger in the bath 
w a t e r ~ t I w a s a b o u t t o u s e a n d g i v i r r g m s s o ~ t r a u b l e ~ u s e i t  
was warm. H e  told RE I w a ~ i  a terrible sissy and this was ncmmse 
l w v h  hot: water to take a bath. (laughs) So we had a radio, 
listened to WLS-particularly on Saturday night. We would al l  collect 
Z l r C R U l d t h e ~ r o a m t a b l e a n d l i ~ t o t h e t W L 6 ~ D a n c e . t ~  

A: Onlybytherntell~huw it was. I don% recall hear- the rims. 
But that it ms a shock on the same order as orson Wellest 'War of the 
Worlds.tt You'd heur  this on the radio on a Sunday and you simply 
don't believe it, H m e r ,  you ksep listming to it all day and a l l  
day finally it dawns on you that the fact the Japanese have 
atbcksd, and an enormaus nunbr of people are dead. 

Q: So they M it by radio? 

A: Rear1 Har)sor? No. When you ask me that question, I want to 
respond yes but I think itts only bmuse for years after that 



happaned my parents t a lkd  abcrut what a terrible filthy thiq that was 
to do. If yau are going to  fight scenebody ycru tell t h e r n p  are wing 
to fight them you do it aut in the cypan. Y o u  don't send in this 
early morning stuff, mealy attack, So I really canlt say I have 
rrlmnory of it all, 

A: No, there were none. See, I slq~pose in a M y - m i l e  radius of 
w h i c h m y  h a e  is the center, there weran1t mare than fifty families. 

A: T h e o n l y t h i n g I ~ i n t h a t r e g a r d i s t h e e n d o f t h e w a r .  I 
lmkaber that pretty well. 

a: Then well1 cover that. 

Q: Do you have an opinion as to why? 

A: I t h h k  itls very interesting. It was  her brother Hemm who went 
to war. He was cn the German front ard  she didn't particularly 1- 
her bmther Jibman, nwer had. Thought he was a drunk and a lay-t 
d c h h e w a s .  S o h e r ~ i n t e r e s t i n h i r n a n d h i s p a r t h t h e ~  
always kind of confused me because up to that point Uncle H e m a n  
saneme you avoided assiduously. You stayed away E m  him muse he 
was m good. But the fact that ahe had many G a m i n  ties--I can't mlp 
but thinkthat shewas sixply intriguedbythe fact that wewere at, 
war w i t h  &anany. I lcncrw--is n r ~ w  the time to go into all of W 
behavior regadxg that? For instance, her htarwrt in Red (2oss I 've 
always felt to be rather SlmpCt. 

a: what ao yrxlmean? 



A: My mother w a s  not a social person at all. A very rigidly staycat- 
hare sort of wanan. But during the war she was right off to the local 
Rsd Cmse canter i n  Bisnarck, ld t t ing  up a storm and making bandages. 
Well, raw it tums out she wasn't even a very good knitter, M y  sigter 
had taught her to knit, she didn't lmcw hcrw t o  knit. so why a l l  ale 
sudden interest in makhq  bandages and Mitting and s d a l i z i n g  with 
bunches of wcma that she r e d l y  didn't care that much about? In 
fact, I've wer been able t o  help but think that it had scmzthim~ to 
do with her being a Geman--because so mum of what was German at  h a  
disappearedwhmwewereatwarwithGmmy. Anylessonsthatnry 
mather and I had in l emming the German language & s a w ,  didnft  
&t. I d i d n l t ) a c r w G e s m a n a n d & d i d t n ' t h ~ m a n d t h a t w  
the way it was go- ta be. 

Q: Did she tell you that? 

A: Y e s .  She actually lied to rrve when I said, 'Why don't we talk that 
language arrylrvore?I1 She =id, tfBeaiuse we d m %  know that language. 
What language are you talking a h a t ?  We don't do So it wztes 
mwr-cblt you see what I mean, it was sort of a kiddhq me. It 
wam't as i f  it laever really haw-f fDcwl l t  believe that it ever 
h a m f f - - b u t  it was, 'What are yau taMrq about? I don't 
understand what ycru are talking a b u t .  What It didn't 
t a k e ~ m a n y ~ f  ~re33uffsformetoleamthatwewlerenftgo* 
totalkarrymmGarman. I ~ m m t m ~ ~ ~ t a t t h e t i m e I k n ~ ? ~ i t  
was  called the German language. It was just a language that my mcrther 
could speak and sing in and recite poetry in and I thought it was 
great, and I was leamhgto do it b, 

Q: Sort of a secret little code between ycru ati her. 

A: Y e s ,  but a m lived dcrwn the road frran us who was a bachelor, he 
wtw &XI khd of a mazy m and he was a German. His was Wzllker 
Hassdbrhg: I1to brhq trrruble.tl That was exactly the way nry mother 
referred to him, as Mr. Bring Trauble. Eut they both spoks German, he 
a n d s h e d t h e y d i d n ' t g p e a k a n y r a o r e G e r m a n m t h e - e g o - .  

Q: He &qpd also. 

A: He stclyyped, and she stalJpea, an3 else ;Ln the cmmmity 
a t  could speak German str;rpped. I don't believe that was evsr 
a n y f e a r t h a t t h e s a m a t h i r r g ~ d h a 3 3 p e n t o ~ t h a t h a p p m e d t o t h e  
JapaneseOntheWBlstCtast. I r m m h s a r d a n y s u c h t n l k i f ~ w a ~  
a n y s u c h t a l k - - b u t ~ w a s c c e r t a S n l y m a p e n p r f d s i n b e ~ G e r m a n  
either, in ths ammmiw, Nclw that ' s  not to say that the things that 
were Ge~rnan didn't go right on, like the tidy d o o ~  and the tidy 
hause 9nd else. Wlt any OUM display of Germanness 
d i s a m ,  ~~ chi- and noodles-which was referred to as 
a q l i n p  in cyur llou!se* They disappeared. 

Q: Back for just a m;ment to the Red Qoss. You say you suspct your 
mother's motivation. What do ycnr think she was atonmg for? 

A: For being German. It seems to me that she ahe tryhg to say, 
"rook, I ' m  the w f i i h t  me arrvor~g I suppose that could be tested 



But that's the feeling I got,  because mrther was not a social 
waman. She did not go out of her way to club methgs and ladiesw aid 
and that sort of thing, Y o u  know, I just have that trouble in my 
mind. Did she really get so imrolved in w h i n g  the war that 
she went off and 3mitted and she didn't h o w  haw to knit very well and 
she went off and socialized and made bandages for cur kxys 
wemeas--or was  she in fact doing it because she knew she was a 
German and was  worried about it, or a carbination of the two? I can't 
help but think that the fact that &e was German, sort of atonjng for 
her be- Gemran was part of the reason that she got imrolved in this 
sort of thing, because nonmlly she did not get involved. It tmk a 
pretty big a~1osh-1 to get my mother to m e  out of h house and 
becare holvsd  in anythinJ except hQm a & u r c h - ~ t  was it. The 
w a r  m y  have beesr a t  thing. It could very well have hem .the thing 
that gat her excited. But I can't help but think there was scare* 

in it. 

A: Ufifortunately, I do because they ,still speak of it today, While 
my father was alive and ny mother is still--while they u n d e r s m  that 
is not a very nice thing to do, it was the best pssible thing to do 
then to those s m  Japanese. I think there is samething rather 
tell*, that--1 should hate to think my mother was proud of it---but 
mtever Hitler did, he told yau in advance he w a s  going t o  do it and 
he often told you hcrw he was go* to do it and that w a s  appreciated 
far more than having saeone attadc you early Sunday morning-without 
any waning. That's always been the attitude that my mother arrd my 
father have had. If ycru are going to do samthing, let  them knaw 
ycw ' r ego lng todo i t and thmdo i t .  S o t h e i r f e e l i n g s ~ t t h e  
Japanestewasthatthqdesawyedit. Theydeservedtobelockedup 
muse they mre m. Yau CCUldnlt truat them. 



A: No I dm%, I have no idea. 

Q: Do you kmw if your f d l y  had ather friends or relatives 
becams part of the mice? 

A: My brothers didn't. They were wo~king under the Farm Release Act, 
so thsy mtt in the war. No, there ain't help but have been, this 
f d l y  is so large. But the anly perscol that was b w t  to nry mind 
was Henmn, my motherts bruther. I'm sure there were 0th-. 

Q: Ycru mmtioned the farm defemmts for yaur brothers. D i d  yaur 
family see that as quite right? 

A: Of coarse they did, (pause) There is no great nationalism in my 
family--and war  kills you, they hm that. So it w a s  a great relief 
t o ~ t o d i s c u v e r t h a t  their oldest son Inthekgbmhgwas going 
to be deferred because of the farm -tion--and then nry next 
brother, wha would have gotten in on the vwy end of it, would also be 
deferred because of that. Now, that's not to say that my father 
didn't IaKJw people on the draft board, because he did. LFke I said 
before, he was a pwson who lwed to deal w i t h  groups of people. I 
can't say that he did bert I wmldntt dcubt: but what those farrm 
defemmb were partly due to his being able to talk a gmA story. 

A: Thestanlardthmegmh. Corn, vheat a r r l q t k m s .  QLly@,m 
much scybeam. Sayj3eans was a product, a cmp that gotveryvery lplg 
afterthewar. Butitwasalsoadahyfarm, sowehadzi1atoEdairy 
cattle. So it v m  a dairy farm and grain E m .  
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Q: Prior to the war, did yaur father have any major contracts for 
mwing his prcdwts? 

A: He did, yes. (laughs) I never thought of that. I'm not sure I'm 
goingtomswaryclurqwstimbuttherew;weamr#1thhgsthathe , 
raised-is that vhat ycru man? What do yau man? 

Q: Well, f a  free to go on. 

A: W b a t y a u ~ m e ~ f W a s t h e f a c t t b a t M ~ ~ f o r W w a r  
effort whan it was-zmi I wwldn't be surprised hut what this was 
before wle were hived in the war, but graving it for aprt to 
Erqlardl and m e r  else it was needed. Which is nothing else but 
that goad old Cannabis satin . . . which-he always liked *-the 
storyhealwayslikedtotell. HehadabmtEifteenortmntyacms 
in henp and it was difficult to grcrw becaw you had t o  cut it by 
hand, and there was no ma- designed especific for that that we 
had. S o i t w a s a h a n d c r o p d d i f f i c u l t t o d o .  E ! u t w m s a  
notice tihat he aved for years. I suppose if I looked through his 
desk I might still find it but I rather doubt it--a note frcun the U.S. 

of Agriculture admonishing him never to 61llclks this stuff 
muse of the deleterious effect that it cmld have on his system. 
Which * would mer have occurred to him, of caurse, unless the 
gcrverrrment had mtioned it. So there were saw really buy* prties 
(laughs) as a result of this. 

Is that right? 

A: Oh, yes. muse any fonn of authority, rnicularly the 
gavenmnraryt, we regarded to be Mnd of silly and mybe a turkey and 
0ppreBSive . . , 

I'll tell yau zrdiher story ragarditagmt &fore I tell yau the f h t  . yl father has kept agricultural tracts f m  the University of 
Illhis over the years that he has been a f m  and he's watched 
them go frcrm saying, "Don't do this,t1 to I 1 D o  this,w1 back to saying, 
''Do bhat you were do* the first th,I1 in ccarrplete cycles. He jwt 
El- those out like a deck of cards and says, ItTake your pick. 

what the authorities think, they a m  c l d y  silly. Pay no, 
attention to t h e r n . I 1  H e  felt the way about the federal I 

g o v ~ t ,  whntheytaldhimnotto smokethe stuff, thatwas the 
f b t  th i rq  he did was smoke it. It was really very fumy because , 
that annnmity in the early forties was not making a big practice qf 
it, ~ t h e y k n e w h a r t o s m k d o p e .  Theyknewwlza t i twasa l lak /u t .  

So whan I came harne in the sixties frm college-and in the fifties, 
but in the sixties when it was happnh~,  go- out on my father's, 
f a r m ~ I k n e w h e h a d p l a n t e d h e m p ,  lookingtosee if therewere 



still arry old plants grcrwing and there wwe. when I'd be smoking the 
stuff, he would give IE this n & l l c f f v g  hard 1- abcrut what kind of 
aperso~lwasf  smokiragthatstuff, a n d t h m ~ d t d 1 m e ~ t h d ~ ~ ~  
had done it, sinply because he was told not to. (laughs) So that 
was-- had one k h l  of contract he has to graw .that but they 
had--farmed out to organizations like the S M y  Food capany. 

Q: This was prior to the war also? 

A: Yes, prior to the w a r  and after the war. A s  a matter of fact, 
t h e m ~ m r e i n t h a t c Q m r r m n i t y w h o s t i l l d o t h a t .  Y ~ ~ ~ k n u w ~ ~ n t r a c t  
with Ebkelys, VanCanrp, to grcrw x mnaber of acres of sweect com for 
them. The cclmparry prc~~idee the seied and I don't knm if  t h q  still 
do, wt at that tJm2 t h q  did--the fuel ta get the crop in, and then 
w h a n i t c a m e t i m e t o h a w e s t i t ,  theywouldsmdcnrtagruupof 
h a r v e s t e r s t 0 b r ~ t . h e ~ i n .  S o w h a t y c n t ~ d ~ w a s t o l o a n  
them the use of your grr#md and you usually reCeivd a E k e d  fee-& 
or fifteen dollars to the acre for each acm ycru grave thern, and a l l  
thesweetcomcansycxlcauld8at. m w c n i l d g e t ~ o f  thestuff 
back hatie. So it was pretty lucrative. We got a l i t t l e  m m y  for it. 
It didn't cost you mything ta put it in or harvest in ard y c ~ z  gat a l l  
theswewtcomback. 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Did yau c o n t h e  to raise those three grains? 

A: Oh yes, fax less wheat rondmore soybeam. Wheat whichwas 
s e a h g l y  more adaptable a little further west--did batter w e s t  and 
qrbeamdidalotbetterhere. Itwasacmpthatyoucouldgeta 
very gaod price for and a more--regulated price. Yau amid 
pretty well be sure that the bean price would be a good one becaw of 
the interest in plastics, 

The very notion of a place called Germany, a place called France--mt 
to m t i m  Africa--was mind--ling to me. Just as the notion of 
peuple s p d h g  different languages was mind boggling. It finally 
b e g a n t o d a w n o n m a ~ ~ w ~ l r t h a t I h 2 1 d b e e n l ~ ~ t  



laquage of the people that Wm c\rere fighting, which was 

isolated the cammity was. Y o u  didn't m n y  &cut the rest of the 
world. It will tab mm of itself. You ta)ce care of yaurself. So 
the fact that his letters wwld smetirnss take a math, a ncnth 4 a 
half to get them, I &dnlt figure it at. How could it take so1 
lwagforhisletterstogethere? lXlrmtherwouldtrytoq1ain 
that they were ccaning fYm~ a different place in the world. The world, 
what is that? That kind of stuff. So yes, we gat letters fram 
EEemwl. He largely was just telling us what he had been up to. 

Q: And did she write back? 

A: Y e s ,  she would w r i t e  hh. I don't think if I m.n rmmbr her 
writing the letters. I don't knwwhslt was in thembut she would 
write a letter. Even sent him a b#x of  caokies once. 

A: lhat I1m aware of. 

A: No, you mmkicmd that the other day and I really d m %  mmber 
it. A t  first I -aught I did but what I tbught you wars referring to 
wzw the Annry kind of d c r p e s ,  the airrtlail envelopes, which were in 
use then whim wme sort of like the Europe2m notion of m airmail 
d o p e  naw--which we didn't see very mch of then. 

Q: What do ycru mean? Could yau describe it? 

A: Just olze piece of paw, yau wmte on me side and folded it in. 
It was just a piece of paper Wch was the emralcpe arrl the writing 
paper b t h .  Very light. B L I ~  after the war, yau didn't see those. 

Q: Very lightweight, ycxl say? 

A: Yes, very, very-it was onionskin sort of paper. It was largely 
EumpeM. But rim you get them here, the same kind of envelope. 
That's what I thought you meant by V-Mail. 



mny p a t h s  of reat or whatwer. But at that pint we were still 
largely self-sufficient for food an3 things like that. Lived on a 
E m ,  did our rn slaughterhq, raised our rn vegetablw, did a l l  the 
camhg so the focd supply was never a big problm. Sugar supply was. 
We went thmugh that whole business of be- worried about having 
s u g a r ~ u s i n g w h i t e ~ s y r c ~ p i n ~ t s p l a c e a n d p ( y ~ ~ ~ ~  
on corn flakes. Yau ought to  try it, it's a real bunmmr. (laugh*) 
The corn f l a b s  tmm into a big wad. 

A: Yes. Butter was rationed and yau gut margarine w i t h  l i t tle 
colored pellets in it. Did you - thcee? You'd get a prxlrd of 
mtqarins atld it would look like lard. It w~~snlt cut, it was just a 
solid Wte pound of m i n e  and then there was a little capsule 
with food coloring in  a dot. Y o u  put the m a r g ~ ~ ~ i n e  in a big bcrwl and 
break the capsule wer the v i n e  and mix it up and malre it yell-. 
That m s  a my of t h a n  saving time and energy in the factories, not: 
coloring it for you. So of anme no one colored the butter. You got 
t he~ inea rdyau th rewthecapsuZeaway .  Asa resu l to f tha t  
there ars any raanber of peaple, myself included, who had lard 
gandwiches without kncrwhg it. Ycnr rn into the house and put a 
little margarine an a piece of butter and it would be lard -use 
they 1- j u s t  alike and there would be lard si t t ing in the icabox. 
It's mt -. 

A: I mmber-I lacrw it was dismssed, but I cannot see the older 
stanAhq in the axmmatian. When it was dhawed, 

it WEIS usually my mther and father who dhcwaed it. I don't 
~ w h o ~ p r e s e n t ,  but1was.  

A: Yes, m ~ r e  or less. The only I m m m b r  clearlywas being 
frightenm3. What they had t o  say never rnade any sense, the m m s  of 
places, the progress of this or that ccnrpeury, this or that in general 
was W l y  foreign to I=. I didn't have any idea what  they were 
talkingabout. W z t t h e f a c t t h a t t h x e w a s d a n g e r w a s w h a t I ~ l .  

Q: Aria who was frightened? 

A: I was frightened. That's all I rmember fmn those discussions 
was wtmever they s b r k d  izlkhg a b u t  that stuff, it got very scary 
)3ecause it was clear that that  was emgemus stuff they were talking 
&mt. Wzt  I wasn't certain what it was. I knew there was a war, we 
~ d g o t o n m v i e s s o w e w r o u l d a e e n ~ ~ 6 r e e l s ,  thenewsof theweek 
(hums t r i w i p h m t - ~  newsreel music), that sort of thing. So you 
U d  get an image of what war was 2uld I'd see cities that wema all 
bclmbed out, aml you'd say, Wey, thils is not nice,lt axi so when f 
wouldhearthermtaLkingabmtwaritwasverysc~lry. 



~ t h e r e ~ a p e r i o d w h e n w ~ d o ~ w h a t ~ c a l l & r u Y . a l  
blackcruts-for masons that I d m %  know. I mean, I can't h g h  why 
we're do* them. But we were. I a n  llrderstand why a ciw l h  
lrmdan or a city lilce Chicago would practice bladmuts, but why it was 
important for a farm out in the middle of noplace to put b l m h t s  @n 
its w i r d c m  and nail them dam and keep the lights shut off--why tbat 
was -, I don't know. But s a m d  the bejesua out of m. 

Q: Did that go on throrPghaut the war? 

A: Well, it went on for at least one w i n t e r ,  neir  the end of the w a r .  
Every airplane that want aver, of course, wzls Gemam or Japs or 
smnebdy amhg to bcnnb the hell out of us. So hcxe I was litexally 
mmedtodeathdurhgthatperid. Becauseifwehadcxlveradupcrur 
windaws clearly those turkeys are up there, going to get me. so Ell1 
t h a t t h e w a r w a s t o m s w a s ~ t o s c a r e m e .  I c a n t t s a y I 1 r n  
proud of that, going m six years old-wen years old--not knowing 
what the nahure of war ws, but I didn't. 

A: I CCIUldntt say. I don't Imav. I haw they were after but I don't 
l a w r w i f t h q ~ a b a u t ~ d u r i n g .  

A: It would have been totally on my rrrothervs part if it was and 
scmbmhq that I only-I learned much la* abut ,  sc~neth ing  that E.Jhe 
had dosze rqardhg Germans and the war. She started m on the piano, 
learnFng to play the piano when I was three. So when we tese fully in 
the mr I had been playing the piano for three years. Sane of my 
piam books disappeared. You )olow, it never camred to me for years 
why --I r w n  it was jwt always a rnystery, whare did t h e  go? 

Soh tha tway ,  yes, I-=, ycu3nmwt w h a t ~ w -  
doing? Was she Easlmmd of it, was she frightened? I don't kncrw. I 
just bn* what happened. I really dm% thWc she uras frightened. I 
really don't. I b o w  nry mother when she's f r i ~ ~ ,  ard I dun% 



End of side Two, Tape One 

Q: I wmld lib to ask you sane questions ncxv relative to  life on the 
hclmefmmt, You d-dy touched an sanething a moment ago that I'd 
l i k e ~ ~ ~ & t o a n d t h a t w 2 l s t h a t y c r u s ~ l w n e w s r e e l s a t t h e  
mtres. You indicated that your family went t o  the theatre a lot, 
and enjoyed the films. Do you ramher whether during the war you s a w  
filrns about World W a r  II? 

A: You mean, the f ihns that Ehgland and Hollywood were rmkhg about 
thewar? I c a n ~ t s a y t h a t I ~ e i n g a r r y o f ~ b u t I h a v e a  
feeling I did. Because, w e l l ,  like I just  have a feeling I did. 
That's very hazy. I can't mrmber i f  thcae were f i h  after the war 
when war films kere still poplar but I certainly mmnbr a lot of 
guys in  unifom. But what we m t  to the ahm for was to see Wa and 
Pa W t l e B t  and, a21 what  was, anothar me. Well, those particularly. 
Was 'The l?.qy and 1'' a film that camra out durirq the war? No, I think 
thatwasafterthewar. Butif  W a E Q a n d W t l e I I w a s w i t h i n t w 9 l f y  
miles we drcwe to see them. 

A: I sure do. I mnmhr that pterverywell ,  w i t h  a finger 
pointkg straight cut at  you MJ. it was always amund the post office. 
I thazght they w e r e  the ugliest things I ever saw inmy life, and 
smmdmetodeath. BecauseIwasbeginningtounderstandwhatit 
meant-that I could be pi- up and haul& off t o  this place and 
people would shoot at  me and drop hbs an my tail. I didn't like 
that idea a bit. So yes, that and I rawnbzr Red 
pterS-lllc#3tly because they attracted me visually. I wondered whqt  
the big red mass was a b u t .  Still don't )amw. what does m CrcEB 
got to do with Mything, its logic on a white ba&gmuW? Yes, I kind 
of ~ ~ ~ a r d t h e y m n h h E l a v y c a r d b o a r c ' l t o o .  
N W  0f this flw paper Sbff, 



What I do and W s  is h t e m s t i n g ~ ~ ~ r t  of shaws yau a little 
cultural lag. L i b  I said, ,my mother was a very good piano player and 
we did a lot of family singlrag and during the Second World War, First 
World W a r  sheet music was pvlled out. W e  sang a lot of First World 
W a r  saqs during the Second World War because that's what  we had apd 
that was war songs 50 we E a q  that* So nry lrlemry of nlusic, for 
instance, durbgthe S e c o n d W o r l d W a r  ismostly F i r s t  WorldWarsWf. 

Q: Do you m n e n b r  any of the titles? 

A: Yes, cae as I recall is Wwntry Gink,If is the  me of it. We 
was just a 1- tall country ghk fram way out W e s t  where the hoptoads 
wink,I1 and on atxl on. About a young mn go* off ta war. The par t  
that had to be-I r e m d x r  hclw fumy it was that there's a part in it 

guy a t  Is going off to war is prmnising his girlfriervfl 
that he'll bring hare the Kaiser's Mt for her and it had tn be 
wlahdtorrrethat ,  well, thcseweretheEwmEpnsthatwewere 
fighw so d m %  worry abut it. Wrt I lxlmehawgat the Kaiser 
confused with the Seccmrd World W a r  (laughs) when he was in fact part 
of the F i r s t  World W a r .  For sane reasan we only had First World War 
sheet music sud later on we began to get  sheet music. ~~ The 
Lights Go On +in All Over The Wrldtl was a Seam3 World War tune 
that we didn't sing until much, much later. A very saw, 
3zmlmtic--did you ever hew i t?  

Q: No. 

A: Wrt the shtff that I ramher w a s  F i r s t  W o r l d  Wax and Faglish 
stuff. l 'It ls  A Long Way to TipperaryIt and something a b u t  l~-y 
Rose.'' F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  song. So there's a nice piece of cultural lag 
in a rural Carrrnaxnity. But we sang them, nonetheless, w i t h  just as 
much vigor. 

Q: Were there in your camunity or did you run into in Danville w&it 
yau might dBsmihe as war rallies, m u -  parades? 

A: The only ane that I cam close -11, saw as a matter of fa*, 
was right after the w a r  was over. There was a military display h 
Soldiers ~ield. My mother w a k  to chicago to visit hsr sister and, her 
sistar*s-wintheRedCross~hetookustoarnilitary 
display there. That's the only thirg that I was evar clo5e to. I was 
pretty iqressed by it, let me tell you. IQ God, pecple all over the 
place, tanks and f i d d  guns. 
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Q: Huw mu& after the war, any idea? 

A: Oh, itwouldhavebeentwomorrths. 

Q: What scrap drives? 

A: We did. We simply hooked tractors ad -Wer we had up to 
them--had to take thean to DamTille, that was the closest 6~~apyard.  
Paper drives, so we saved pa-. Thm I mentioned to you that we 
also collected milheed pod in grade schml-because the milkweed pod 
seed is inrpervicrus to water, and they ware used used stuffings for life 
jackets. 

Q: The seed, not the little f i l m t .  

A: N o t  the whale pad, laxt the little Mte stuff insi.de, that the 
seed is attached to, d c h  carries it in the wjnd. That stuff was 
used to stuff life jackets. That was particularly for the air forple 
we collectad those, because thsy vmre so very lightweigRt, they m 
lighter than whaterver else they were  us.. So we c0llecrt;ed that 
stuff at school--one day a week, we had school, & off w i t h  our 
d a n ~ 3 a c k s ~ g u n r r y ~ c k s ~ ~ o u t i n . t h e f i e l d a h ~ ~  
~ 1 1 ~  m i l k w e d  pods. Sent them off by the great carload to be 
wed for floatation denrices for the air force. So those w e r e  the 
Wnds of collections that I got involved in, scrap and paper and 
milkweed pod. I never pass a mi- pod today though that I don't 
t.hLnk of oallecting them for the war. (chuckles) Tho68 we haulsd tin 
to the arurrty superin-t of *1s and pert them in his office. 
Wefa go h on Saturday and dump our laad of m i l k e d  pod in his 
office. Urd ItflCIWS whkerhappened to them. 

Q: YQU mentioned that yau: mother had a very large garden and you 
were raised cn a f-. Were you a m  of the phenama, so to speak, 
of victory gardens? 



A: Not: really, I heard it, but it was sort of regarded as ridiculous 
w e  lived bec21use--rmyk this was standard behzlvior but whermer 

the people in the city decided to do som&hhg a c h  the people on the 
farms already did, it was big news. We always would react by, "YBah, 
you dmnie6, why haven't you been doing this all alang?fl This is just 
smart to rake your o m  f d .  That was  l m y  the way the victory 
garden nation was rqarded. W e l l ,  yes, i f  you had been smart you'd 
have kmn doing this all along, w a r  or no war. So it WEIS kind of a 
j o b ,  the fact that all these city sliders were getting into the act 
and planting their front yards full of cabbage. 

Q: We've talked about rationing, a m m b r  of different items. Do you 
mnembr the rationing of shoes? 

A: No, can't say I do. 

A: Were shoes-lea- ratioraed? W e  they? I don't mamber it. 
That was  smethhg we didn't do very often m the farm was buy new 
Elhoes, so it m y  not haw made that mu& difference. But certainly 
the food items, the sugar and the butter, and gasoline. 

A: Well, yauhadtwopah.  Theymbothgood-tkLzlt is say, 
they were strong. (he ycsz worked in and me ycru wore t~ &mr&. So 
t h e o n s l ; i y w t w o r e t o C h U r C Z l l i ~ l y n w e r ~ ~ r e o u t ,  yauhd.togmw 
crut of them. The ones that yau worm in were just v q  g w 3  and 
lasted a long the. The buying of ---it may have been a pmblam, 
but I don't ramkr it i f  it was, 

Q: Ycru mentimed blachuts ~arlier, putting blanhts up t o  the 
w i n d a m .  Do you ram&er m y  other civil  defense type activities? 

A: Yes, one I don't understatxl why it was,  but I ramhber we did it. 
We did it a t  least twice. That was--apparently a signal cam on t b  
radio or ~ w e r y o r a e ~ i t w a s ~ i n g t o h a p p e n b u t  
ym1d a l 1 X a . r  car d see how fast ycu could drive to 
BismarcJr, Wch was abut five miles m y .  Emqkdy in the cxmmity 
wmldal ldr ivetothetawn.  Isupposeifsamediaas~hadhapperred 
wewere all to be in a amtml place, is a l l  I can figure out. m a t  
least twice w2 did that. 

A: Oh, m e o f  s a t ~ a n d ~ t o p o p l e a n d t h e n w e n t h g n e .  
It warit clearly samething to  do with the war. me ally thing that I 
can figure aut ---I s q p e d  I could have asked but just never 
occurredtomEtoaskunt i lyounadei t .  Wlt:tliatwassamethingwe 
did a t  legst twice and I have a feeling that it was ~302ru~thing to do 
w i t h  evacuation, if BUClh a tWng would have been necessary, they cauld 
have had us all in one place and gut us out. That's a l l  I can think. 
Ncrw that's kFnd of bizarre, but there it was. 
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Q: Was there perhaps air-raid shelters in B i s m n i k ?  

A: No, I don't think there were. As a matter of fact, that was 
-that w e w e r e  all-lruast: of us had abetter supply of out an 
the fanns. matwas scanethingwem aware of, that crurce l la rs  
shcnild be used i n  the amk of an air raid. That was al l  pretty make 
beliewe. There was very little chance that scmwne was going to ccsne 
WBT and bcanb Bigmarck. 

Q: Did your family experience any shortages other than butter and 
sugar a~ a d t  of the war? Any hardships dong that line? 

A: I would have to say xm. It's not because I don't kmw, it's 
becaur~e we didn't. When you lived m a farm you had plenty of food to 
at, and clathingw~lsnY imporlxnt. I rean, whether or not you 
were-because it was a different age. If you werenlt in  the latest 
f a s h i ~ ~ ~ f ,  IX) what, Gumline wrmld have bean the only thing and that's 
a possibility, you kncrw, but I couldn't say. mt getting gas to put 
in the cmp may have h e n  difficult, but I certainly dmlt recall 
them~~ermvert ingtohorsestoget thejabdme.  W e f d l o n g s h  
given up horses. 

A: Yes, we certainly stayed hcane mare. That's a pretty sophisticated 
measure, let x e  tell yau, because we didn't travel much Mom the 
war. But slcrw and than there wuld be a t r ip  to  Chicago or Gary, 
fndiana t o  vis i t  my m t b r t s  relatives-widch were gmtQ much 
suspwld during the war. They just didn't do that. 

a: why? 

A: Cou3.dn1t afford the gas to get there ao I guess in that sense, 
yes, there ---in terms of gas that wmld have h e n  the major 
shortage. Anather thing was tires, too. Ncrw that ons I do x e m a h r ,  
nry dad always m q h q  ztbout were W tires going to  last for the car, 
because thsy were really tough to get. T h a t  was another reason for 
rmot g o ~ m ~ i p s .  Yaudidn't want towem the tires out. It's 
mmazh~g, the sorts of thbqs  you b e g h  to r a e m b w .  That was another 
me, ruhbar tires. Of  course at that point, the &eels an the farm 
ma-weresteel, Scaneof ourswwesteel. 

Q: Did you wer ancounter, either on your rural farm laxtim or in 
B b n a m k  or Darnrille or anyplace else-d you wer encounter American 
soldiers? 

a: Na, German soldi-. 

A: Didn't have American . . . 
Q: Hclw did ycru mown- German soldiers? 



A: Well, I r a t i r m e d  earlier rny father grew sweet corn for S b M y  
V- wfiid.1 was in Hoopeston, Illinois an3 is still thwre, 
still is a food processing plant w. If you contracted with than 
togrcrwsc\reetcomtheywrmldp~~l~i~theseedandtheRzeltopUtthe 
seedinandtoget thegrourdmadyand~theywoUddlsosendOut  
harvesters to Mest the com. Prior to the war, I'm told--1 don't 
m m m h r  it, I m m m b r  it after the --prior to the war they used 
Maxican labor to harvest the Sweet corn. 

f ~ l r ~ t h e w a r t h e y u s e d p r i s o n e r s o f  war, Gammprisoners of w a r d  
as a result of that, on me occarsicm that I recall--- may have 
bsen-mt1dcnwtm-~ i -o fwara r r ive to  
whatwascalledjerktheEsweetcom. Thq~dthevholepmcessby 
M. The prisaners wlere located, were held, inmmemteid at 
mqestun, Illinois, under federal protection thwe and then wwe 
fam& out as they were raeeded-as the corn was m d y  to be harvested, 
to a specific area. They were brcrught in the morning and collect4 in 
t h e ~ a n d t h e r e w l a s n w e r l l ~ ~ r e t h a n t w o g u a r d s w i t h t h e s n a l 1 t h e  
t h .  Of caurse they m llmnwd. 

A: The prisoners were unarmed. If what 1% told and what I remabr  
is correct, they posed no Wt. They weren't interested in caw* 
anyhiy  any tnmble. As a matter of fact, they were pmhbly 
reasonably lucky-they taxre being fed well and doing what  am~unted to  
rather e-le labor. Rrt they appeared one mornirvg very early on the 
farm -use you jerked sweet corn in the very, very w l y  hmm of 
the day bemuse when it's mist is wl.len it's hamestd easy. 
S o i t G n n x l d b e h a n r ~ f m n ,  like, t h m 3 i n t h e m ~ w l t i l t e n  
o'clock. By that tirae w a y t h b g  would d r y  out: and didn't hamest 
very well. 

Q: Who is they? 



A: Yes, she just said, "Never --it's of no c o m . I 1  Thatls not 
~ t j a y ~ w a s g i v i n g ~ a n y m e s s a g e s o r a n y t h i n g ~ t I h a p p e n e d t 0  
Shink that she was hquhhg haw were they, and what was life like and 
were they having any trouble. But dl that was far too much, too deep 
into the language for re. I couldn't understaml it, 

Q: Did she carry on this discourse w i t h  thean in t2emm every day they 
 am^? 

A: Y e s ,  they arrived for four days, it took them that  long to get out 
~ t h h g l h e i g h t y a c r e s o r s o f o r t h .  Shewasthereerveryday, 
talking to them, making sure they -that waythhq was right. 
Wit she did not like it a bit  that I was listeslllng. I d y  war t  
o u t t o s e e ~ o n c e , ~ o n l y ~ ~ a u t t h e r e t o E i e e ~ .  I 
w a i L d l o o k o u t n r y b a d r o c a n w ~ a n d s e e t h m ,  andseehertalkingto 
thmt. But it was+ mce my father brought ms dawn was the 
only t h  I was right there and saw thm. The rest of the time it was 
clear that I was nut to be araLlrrd. 

There was na g.raat--we fe l t  no great threat by them being there. As a 
m a t t a r  of fad ,  scane of it was very intere~lting. After the war, they 
m m r k d  to using Mexicans. My family had far less for t 2 ~  
Weans than they did for the German prisoners of war. I don't know 
why. That may have been (chuckles) yes. Well, itfs possible 'that it 
had to do w i t h  color--ox: the fact that Mexicans are sqpsed to be 
lazy ernd no good, But whatever it was, they didn't have the respect: 
for the Mexicans that thq did for the Germans. 

Q: Hcsu many of the Geman war p r i s m a s  wmld you estimate were out 
them cm your fmnt lawn that mming? 

Q: They ccrrnrersed with hm? also? 

A: Yes, the intaresting q, q, that I do ramber  that they 
wald-when I recall these tlungs 1% aware of h m  far  kack into ry 
life my interest in cammication has gone, because it was clear that 
wfienever they would address my mother they would f h t  regard rrry 
father. They would look a t  him as if to say, Kts it o h y  i f  I talk t o  
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her?n ~ d z d w a ~ 3 n o t p i c M n g u p m t h i s v a r y ~ .  There&db@ 
thesesortof s t u n i b 1 i n g ~ ~ t h e y w r r u l d W a n t : b t a l k a n d h ~ ~  
that t h q  should talk h r t  couldn't because they CQUldnlt get his 
to my, "1s it okay if I .talk to ywur wife?" Ebt he finally cam 
on. Theywere very def- 

T . I s u l ? p o s e I w c R x l d b e ~ ,  i f  1- 
in summe's country a& was a prisoner. I'd be very careful 
(ctrmckles) what I did ard herw I did it. 

13Ut I was enormously intriguedl by the fact that here w a x  actual 
Germans sitting an my lawn. It was then that the pictmes and pieces 
ofthewarbegantomdkesense. I b e g E l n t o ~ h n d w h a t ~ ~  
al labcnt ,  andwashappy&~toknowthattheGermanswerebeing  
treated very nicely. -use the atrocities that had been spoken of, 
and that I lneard spoken of, that the Japmse perfowrnsd were the only 
anesthatIheaxdabout.  May33eyc~laskdmearlieraboutthat. 

A: No. They were certainly aware of the nasty little mrmbers that 
the Japanese wmild pul l  and got ta lhd about a lot. Barruboo 
ahaots under the firgemails, i f  y m  dmlt mind. Other awftul bits of 
to-, w i t h o u t  ever nwntiosulng the Garrrrans camps. 

Q: Do yau think they were truly unaware of German atrocities? 

A: I danltlmcrw, I think it's still . . . 
about it. 

A: I tadhmtobetha t theychosenot to thFnkabout i t .  That 
~ f i e L t l h b e ~ n 8 8 ~ W t t h e J a p & ~ ~ ~ ~ t h e J a p s w e r s b e ~  
dirty, so deserved to get--1 just can't believe they were that 
selective and didn't laKxv that the Gemms just as well had 
cerrters of cmcmtmtion. That they were doing a rarmber on the Jews. 
I can't thWr, that they wmldnlt 3maJ that. mtls not t o  say that my 
f d y  had mu& respect for the Jews, unfortunately. I mean, very 
Christian people can't bs too concerned about a collpls of Jews that 
getdwhe.. . 
Q: Is this m ?ksmmptim, Larsy? 

A: No, not redly. 

A: W l ,  I still hear that attitude. My family is as 1-y to crack 
abadj&abmtJewsastheyarr?abcutNsgroes. Ih.eysortofaretwa 
of the smm sort. 

A: No, t h q  are peagple that killed Christ. 
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A: Dark, of course. But it looked like fatigues. Blues. Huw were 
they dressed? It looked like fatigues. The sort of fatigues yrm see 
in Oorrtemrporary soldiers. When they1= English it's loose t.mu3emI 
ccunbat lXXkE3. 

Q: They generally left the farm by ten otclock or so h the morning? 

A: About ten o'clock. They cams and went in tm&s w i t h  sideboards 
on than. One felluw drivhg the truck who had a rifle, and anather 
fellow standing on the sidaboards that had a rifle slung wer his 
shoulder, both came and took away. So one truck was all they 
needed, to stand up in. It's interesting-whm I fixst mwed to 
Springfield elwa- y m  ago, I Ive forgotten we had driven oslt of tuwn 
for ' a n d w e w e r e d r i v h g b a c k i n a n d h e r e ~ a ~ o u t o f  
tcrwn-dAbaards on it w i t h  the badc f u l l  of guys all s tmdhg  up 
d that image just flashed in my W. I hvm% any idea what this 
tru& was f u l l  of people, kt there it was. It's a kind of, not a 
very nice picture, because i f  y m  are raised on a farm you knm what a 
attle truck is for, 

Q: Is that &at it was, a cattle tntck? 

A: A dab truck-with cattle s i m  on it. SO you knew what tbat 
was for, that's for cattle. It's a little shocking to see people 
wedged in it. They werm't wedged h like a tuna-salad sandwich. Wlt 
they didn't b e 1 9  in them. 

Q: Were you h t r w t d  to stay in the house until ten olclock after 
they had left? 

A: Yes. It was the mnmx months, of ccrurse, when sweet corn is 
picked, so I would have hen hame and I ms wder pretty close 
surveillance. I@ greatest desire was ta came out frclm under my 
m d h r l s  thwnb and to go out in the field and wat& thm, but ~t was 
not: permitted. The c l ~ & ~ & t  I ever came to t h a n  w2ls - on the lam 
once, a r d t h e n I h a d t o w a t c h ~ ~ t h @ ~ i n a ~ f r c a n t h e n o n .  



second o l d e s t - d d  have either been probably in saw sort of smmr 
wcrk, well very likely working at stably Van- which they did. 
T h e y ~ d t a k e ~  jobsup-. Sotheymayhavebeenthere 
because the factory worked all night long, through to about one 
olclock during the day. So I just have no rramry of them being around 
t h a n a t a l l ,  Mybrotherwhowasnexttomewasalsore6tricted. He 
wasn't -, it kuns out. Wt laot interested in them a t  all. 
1kept t ry ingtogethimtohelpmegetcrutof  t h e ~ s o I c a u l c i  
go--he wasn't hbmsted. 

Q: Yclur older brother was away worm at the factory thm* 

A: Summer jobs, workiq at Stokely VanGmp. 

Q: Why do you clarify that as far as slrmmer jabs? 

A: Well Ismuse they wmld have either been in high -1. John 
R a w  ard Mary Ann would still henre heen high school age or 
themabmts. So it wouldn't have bean f u l l  time explqmnt. 

Q: Where would Hcrward have been? 

A: Well, of coursehe-help~&fngthefarmingt3ohemayhave 
hen at there w i t h  them, as far as I lmm. Or like I said, still in 
bed waiting to get up and do a day's mrk on th@ Eann in scam ather 
aspect. But I don't recall any of them be- in d c t  wim the 
G e n r m s e x c e p t ~ m y b ~ n a t w a n t i n g ~ .  Oh, I w a s p i s e d  
off a t  hlm. Ne wmldn' t help me get out of the house. (chuckles) 

Q: Is there mything about that particular v i e m a  that you can 
think of that w@ haven't discussed? 

A: Well, the only thing I haven't said anythhg a b u t  is, as I said I 
~ t o u n d e r s ~ w h a t t h e w a r w a s a b o u t b u t i n t h e ~ t a m a ~ i n g  
sort of ~ c u l a u s  way. H e r e ,  popla that I had w m k m d  Wt-a~ I 
began to  urda=tand that we were at  war and with pople who didn't  

cur language and did things differmtly than w& did-sort of 
rmretculcrusly, they turn up 031 my fmnt doorstep. Scnnethhg that I had 

There were two things in my l i f e  that I w i s h e d  for. It's apparertly a 
partof my life. Wthings. Whsnycszareakidym.~alwayswarrteaan 
a i r p l m t o ~ o n ~ p r a p e r t y s o y a u W d g o m t a r d l o a k a t  
i t ~ r a t l e a s t I d i d .  and~t - l reo therwlewas tha twhenIbeganto  
~ t h a t t h e r e w a s a w o r l d & t h e w r b e y m d B i r m r a r c ; k ,  Iwanted 
then on my front lawn. Well, the Germans s h d  up right away-and 
two yeam ago an airplane crashed in my mother's pasture. The 
helioop.t.Rt. didn't crash swerely, h k  it did cane dam and had to be 
repaired 2md tmed away and I was pie& off because I wasn't there. 
So thoss two things that I had always wished for in fact did happen on 
that farm. That was the thing that I hadn't said anythh-g about yet 
wzls the miracle of them Germans shaving up an my front--and it tmk a 
l a n g t h ,  i t w a s  longafterthewarthat  Iunderstoodwhytheywere 
them. I didn't urderstml the m l e  business of prisoners of war 
baing put to work in VW~CRZB kindS of labor. I didn't m3ershd  it 



at dl. I was frankly nut very inquisitive a b u t  that sort of thing. 
The thingthat Iwas always inwas amremagical and 
r a m a n t i c ~ o f ~ t ~ a g g ~ i n g m ~ w a r e r m l t ~ a c h i l d ~ t  
didn't k m w  #axch about the world for a I-, 1- t h .  In high 
xhcol, before I beacm to be mmied a b u t  the world, I was like 
that. 

A: Y e s ,  IMmideaoftheano&tyofthethjngaxceptmtmhzld 
k a b  that would really do a big job. 

Q: YW didnlt Iwcrw that prior to it being droppad. 

A: No, d l  we knew was that it w a s  impoJ3mt, and as I M the 
family talking about it, this put an eiad to it. I lm &in wen 
tdav if I asked mv brothers. thw d d n l t  tell rn the mior h x m  

didn't then, but it was a bcr;nb &tdwas going to put llp&d~~ to th;?. 
W e  affak. Tlhat was generally t b  way it was touted. 

Q: 1% sorry, a bcanb that was going to do &at? 

A: Ms, byway of nypmmts talkhq about it, I premw they h W  
it by radio. The radio ran--to this day, my mother twns the radio on 
f i r s t  thingwhen &e gets up and it's the last thirq that gets turned 
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off. The radio and the lights, tjhen she goes to bed. The radio ran 
cumtmtly .  W z t  any news that tarns wer WLS they heard. 

Q: C a n y Q u ~ w h e t h s r o r n u t y r x l m ~ t o l i s t e n t o a r r y  
newe broadcasts or news wents, yourself, or did yaw pmmb want you 
to sit dawn and listen to the news, for -1e, about the bcanb? 

A: No. Wih what I have done to my crwn cl.lildren, they didn't. 
When we landed m the nwon--1 got my kids in front of the television 
set. I said, I1You are going to watch this and you are going to 
rerm&zr.lt They barely it, They remaker it only because 
they had to ge t  up out of bed and do it. My parents didn't do that. 
It wasn't that it wasn't good for you, yau lolow, it just wasn't 
i m p r t a n t .  

Q: What w a s  your E d l y 1 s  attitude abut-the nature of dropping sWh 
a bcenb? 

A: Ferfectly all right. S t i l l  is. Rsk them today if it's still the 
right thing to do. They totally do nat m t a m i  m y  questions abut 
us dmppbq the awe bcanb on Japan. They simply do mdershnd 
why that guestion W d  ccrme up. (tape s t q p e d )  

A: No, I didn't k a w  that myself unti l  I was much ol&r, letls say, 
past high sdmol. 

A: No, can't say that I do. 

A: Yes, there ~ ~ l s  a celebratim in Darrville, when the European aspect 
of the war was finished. Nathing like men the war w a s  over. There 
was a celebration in the square of Dmville called Reddin Square. 

Q: WhichycRlr f d l y w e n t  to. 

A: WB went to it. 

Q: D i d  y w  lntcrw what you were going to? 

A: Yes, I did. I thought the war- war. It took a lot of 
q l a h i n g  yet that no, thcre3e nasty J q  m still the anemy. Wtt 
there was all kFrdEJ of circus-like nomeme go- on. me of the 
W h g s  that I recall wars the flagpole was w, d the object of 
the night was to try and climb the flagpole. Whi* wae hopalass, of 
cwrrse, but it w a s  great fun t o  wahzh. Y m  know, I thought the war  
was wer, that's why all of this was going on. It t m k a  lo t  of 



explaining to say, no, that's jus t  the Eumpean part: of the war. The 
Japs still had to be h t .  

Q: Is there anything else abcrut that particular debra t ion  Ulat you 
rEmembr? 

A: Yes, i t w a s  crowded. I m ,  i twas  pretty unusual muse i t w a s  
night. I redly, for a farm bcry to be tdken into tam at night 
w a s  just  strange. W e  nwer wmt there at night except to go to a 
mcwie, and that was on the outskirts of town. But to go to tuwn at 
night and get out in the middle of the street with a bunch of other 
people and w a l k  around, lots of people climbing flagpoles and 
fireworks going off hem and w, was pretty stzmqe. I lnean, that 
was really bizarre. I 'm certain that's one of the reasons that I 
mmibr it. It just was not ths normal kjnd of babavior. 

Q: W a s  there bands play- 

A: I dcmtt d l  a band. Radios. Radice were playing and people 
were arau3d this Reddin Square-the bank, the dim store and the 
caurthouEw. PBople m hanging out the w M m  of the second ad 
third floors of those buildings sort of wavhg flags, and it was 
P=t* s-• 

Q: Sometime prior t o  go* t o  this celabratim in Darrville that  was a 
oelebration of the errd of the war in Eumpe, you had evidently heard 
t h a t s c l m s p a r t o f t h e w a r h a d ~ .  D 3 y c r u ~ ~ i n g a b o u t  
mat? 

A: Wsll, like I said, I w a s  under the impressim that the w a r  was 
over. 

a: Ycxl remember hearing that. 

Q: When you were hear*, I t T h e  war's we,  the warts aver,tt was it 
your father telling ycru this? 

A: No, this was a child not listaning, t o  a t  they m saying. AZ1 
Iww~hearingwas~warwa~lclver.  
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Q: Yes. 

A: That's htxxesting, my mind is a blank £ran there until V J  Day, 
when we are back in the i3an-e square, only this the it's quadrupled. 
The sheets are flooded. The buildings are lit with lights, -1s 
are all wer the place. FlagpoLe clhbhg. Carnival with 
vendors m the street with things to sell. I mean, it was just like 
an immdble circus. It was all at night. It went on and on and on. 
I mmmbr not rambring the end of it, waking up at hame, in bed. 
Y o u  lanu I had clearly fallen asleep in the middle of it all. Wlt 
there was an of just absolute hilarity. PBaple were 
hysterical. Yau d d n l t  mave. You were just jamred in the streets. 
Thse reason that's interesting is that sguare hzls four streets-& 
feed into the c-e and the fee- stJ.eets ware  packed and the 
circle was pad&. There's a flagpole in the middle of it, with young 
men wing to climb it. S b z q e .  Just ab01utelypac)ted. I r e m m b r  
-that this was the @I33 of the war. Ycru knm, I thaught, 
well war must be a pretty jolly thirq, if this is the way they 
on. Can't be all bad. Because as I recall I got saw hot dags that 
n i g 3 . l t ~ a v l e n d O r d q t h s s t r e e t : a n d t h e n I m t . t o t w a o r t h r e e  
otherthbgE3. Got !xxwmhgtodrink. 

Q: Ycru mentioned the vendors. I w a s  going to aks if the vendors were 
f d  vadors, or bhether there ware G W U V ~  vendors? 

A: Mcstly food. I doubt, although I wouldnlt put it past them to 
have to canmemorate the end of the war already. Because this 
was like the day it had h a w ,  incidentally but thtixe was certainly 
peaplecRzt therese l lhg icecream~hotdogs ,  Wchisthe 
standards of Arrrerican fare, 

A: Y e s ,  they m the happiest I think I've ever seen thm. Lib I 
saia, t h q  are oonservative people, very quiet. Rxt they were part of 
that celebration. They were aut there gumping up and duwn and 
yelling. Ycru kncrw, just yellhq, just 
Eihcrutirrg. Nothing in prticular, just  -jump up and dkrwn and 
ahcru.tixq. It was -. The f h t  time in my life that I 
-1 toilet paper had been thrrrwn art of wir&m.  Wls of toilet 
p a p e r w o u l d j u s t ; ~ a c r ~ s s f r m o n e b u i l d i n g t o t h e r m t m d ~  
mrmal c i z u m s m  rqy rru3thar clxruld have just reid bl- hell to 
them f w  doing ' as foolisha&that. Shewas themetha t  
couldn't wait t-er ane go flying -. Y e s .  happy -im. 

Q: Do yeru r e m a h r  whether alcohol was served at either one of these 
cal&ratiom? 

A: They m y  have been but certainly not wlnare we were. Alcohol was a 
work of the devil. No alcohol, thank yau very mu&. 1% sure that 
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Q: A f ' b r t h B m r ,  t h e r e m w a r  m b  trials. Do ycru 
whether yaw fdly had any reaction t o  the fact that there ware 
trials of W s  nature in the fir& place? (tape stopped) 

A: I don't kxbcrw a t  they had arry reaction to the early war trials 
~ ~ 6 e t h e ~ y ~ t h a t I ~ ~ r e a c t i n g ~ w e r e t h @  
Nurmhq related trials. As well as the collectim of @mmm hiding 
in A r y m t h ,  wherever el= they m y  be. Reactims to that. They 
sort of mcbd to tAm--wlell, I should say that cxlr has m e r  
a part. of arry of this. She has n- to say on the subject. My 
brothers and sisters I am talking about m. They sort of take them 
me at a t h e .  Rather bkl lec tual ly  listen to the particular trial 
and say, lWell, yes they're guilty1' or Vo, they're not." It's rimer 

a, you loluw, "All of then-l fudws Elre! guilty." Itts nww that. My 
mother nwer responded to any of it. I dontt kncrw hclw she feels about 
it. ~ t h i n g ~ t d o e s 8 u r p ~ i s e m e i s ~ t t h e y d o b e l i w e t h a t ~  
vigilance on the part of the Jews hunting dam w a r  crimFnals is as bad 
a~ the Gemam or the Nazi actions. This is inhumane. I don't lsnaw 
hCkJ I fed a b u t  that. 

Q: What abaut your father? Do yau have axly idea what he thaqht 
about the fact that were mr c r h b a l  trials? 

Q: D o y a u h a v e a r r y i d e a o f w h a t i n t h i s ~ y a u r f a t h e r ,  your 
aml your brothem and sisters, thought about the rwelationsj 

that cams out as a result of the Nurdmq war trials? 

A: I think that's why nrymther h a s 4 1 ,  I ahould say my father 
f i r s t - s o r t  of a bymdging admittance that this was pretty awful and 
those people ought to pay for it. 

A: I w i A  I could say, but there it is. Not exactly r e l u ~ ,  
but--I think it has to do with this, The war was awful enough, it's 
arer w i t h  mw. Ncrw yau mean we have got to live through this? Seeing 
these pecple brought-? Icncrw, this  is mrse than living the war ww 
again. I think that's the way he felt about it. Let's just not da 
this. I@ mrther wanted mW.q to do w i t h  it, has never uttered a 
~ m t h e s u b j e C t : a s f a r a s I t v e ~ ~ .  Mybrothersand 
sisters, as I said, sort of took them one at a t h ,  say-, Well 
yes, this aur is guilty & that's one tymstiOnable--~~BR I think 
1%~-for -in m nry dad's part that ~t we, md, we% got b 
live this thing wer again? We just gut rid of it.'' 
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they were sh&bd. It was really nut very beliaable. The way mat I 
know this to be the case is my sister was nat much of a reader but 
read scrrae. Oh, when I was--- a matter of fact, I me away as a 
fmshnm in collags. I hcrrne t o  visi t  her atd sha said she had 
jwtreadabookanditwasveryinteree;.t:ing. Itwas'1SleDi 

r ed ly  a very chamhg book znnd I said, I1Yau kncrw that's real.1t She 
said, I1Oh no, it's nut real.ll I said, ItOwrre m, this is &. This 
is that &ildls diazy.l1 There was still a reluctance on her part to 
admitthat. m t w f i a t w a s ~ a d a b c n r t w h a t ~ g o i n g m f n s i d e  
Germarry d u n d e r  Germn dozninaticmwam in fact true. D i d  this have ~~ to do with the fact that we had a lo t  of Gemran in us or was 
it that we were isolated ELnd naive ard couldn't believe that m l e  
vxxlld do that? It's a little bit of bath. Just w n l t  believe that 
scxce0m-d do mt. 

Q: Well I haven't askad you you're perspecrtive a t  the the. By this 
point you would have been ten or e l m ,  W v e  years old. Were ycw 
aware that the trials were happening t&m they were h a m  

A: Y e s ,  and f e l t  that they desen& whatwer they got. Because by 
this the I was a l i t t l e  more enligh- k t  w h a t  the war had 
mearrt. I have to admit to being really in  the cheering sectim--you 
)mQw, get weq one of those guys. Every one of them. Nail them on 
the wall. Every one of them. You knuw, the typical pre-adolescent 
sort of ballgame reaction, that a l l  these guys have got t o  be got, So 
yes, I was gung ho. I thought it was the best thing ever. W k  them 
uponWwal1. There~saraatherane--gethim. Thentoaddtothat ,  
the fact that pre-adolescant bqm are a little ghoulish and so all 
this stuff that- ~ o u t w a s ~ o u s ,  to  get them Eu-. 

Q: Whm the war was aver, did ycm family engage in arry activities 
thatwererelatedtothefactthatwehadbeeninawar? 

A: Y e s ,  the one that I have the best nmory of-I wish I had more 
detail on it. But appmmtly after thewar therewere 
effo*-ps by thE3 way of the Red Crees, I dcmlt lacrw--to send 
clothing t o  Eump. wmother had a trunk. A new one, by the way. 
She bought a new trunk far this. Where she got it I don't kncrw, bun 
she had-it wasn't the old stagecoach sort but it ms a nice big steel 
trunk-that she - to buy cl* for and to make cloths& fcrr 
and sixply putting in there £ o m ,  a good length of t h e .  
Six or eight mths. 

Whqthatth, shemadea jacketthat I w a ~ l t h o ~ y ~ ~ f i ~ ~ i t  
was form. It was a blue j a m  wim red buttons. I mmnbr it 
vividly. That crate of clothes got filled up an]. I was vaguely a m  
that that was go- to Eump--Germeury, spaclfically. Because I miid 
hear her talk akmt sane little Geman gi r l  w i l l  like that and s m a  
man w i l l  like these bib uveralls or htwer she was prtting Ln there, 
d W m w w r s f l l l 1 a n d t h e c o a t ~ f i n i s h e d a n d s h e t o o l r : i t o f f  
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of me and folded it and put it on top of the trunk & said, llSame 
little Gmmn boy w i l l  like that coat,'' Evld closed the lid. That 
reallygotma. I w a r r t e d ~ t c o a t ~ f i e r c e b e c a u s e i t w a s a  
nifty little coat. E5ut I think sa&m she did it-& mrt of led me 
an to beliwe it was m h e  so that I wrmld also feel scanahcrw the neqd 
to be giving to smekdy else. 

Wrt the trunk of clothes was cl-ly destined for Germarry. IEcrw it was 
that me w a s  going to maniplate that, I don't hlcw. I f  there were 
agencies that U d  send to  specific ccIcLntrie or h t ,  but that one 
was going to Gemmy as far  as she was amemed. I've often waxlard 
if it did and I 'd  lh t o  meet the kid that got the blue coat. 
Becaul~eIwrruLdl ike i t~ , thankyauveryTrmch.  Yes, Elhewas 
involvedinthat. C l c r t h e s w a s t h e o n l y ~ I ~ l ,  I d o n t t  
belienre food was any i t e m .  Hmwer, I do recdll there m dmmh 
collections for mnney that m s  to be sent to mtrope. I would have a 
guess that that was byway of Red moss, I don't knuw. 

OnethFngthatIshouldlhtosortof  drawyourat tmtionto. .  . . 
A farm cmmnmity is an isolate3 amnudty. I say that mps in nry 
def-, I don't how, but thm@mt this tape I have sort of off and 
o n ~ i ~ t h a t  I mallywasnotveryawareof whatwasgoing  on. 
Naw, this was partly t o  do w i t h  the fact that I was never older khan 
eight. Y o u  h a w ,  I was always younger than that thmqhmt this vble 
thing. But ~ Q W  I can't help but think that children who are eight 
today are more aware of whglt is going m. Mayhe they're not. Maybe 
it's muse we've gat more coverage, television is blasting day and 
night, and the radio is going and weYybody is talking. Wzt I was 
to ta l lyw-of  t h e ~ t u d e o f w h a t w a r m d u r ~ t h e S e c o n d  
World war.  

It w a ~ i n ' t  unti l  high sd'loal college that I began to  read history 
a n d ~ f l e c t k a c k t o ~ t h a t f h a d b e m a p a r t o f  that. The fact 
that I was a part of it when it happened was h t e r i a l ,  ttnimpo*. 
somehaw, I h o w  that children ny age i n  Europe certainly recall the 
vmr d i f f m y  than I do. I guess I fed slightly guilty, that I 
don't have the memries of the Semnd World W a r  like of my 
Emopempeersdo. P l i s w a s b e c a ~ w @ ~ n o t t h a t ~ l v e d h i t  
and-inlyauththecaxntry-wem, i t w a s ~ l  I twas 
very mmte. None of my inmWia- family wire affected--you laxrw, we 
mre a l l  protected by defammts of me sort: or -. 
So it was really very mudz like a mwie. Sort of off in the distame, 
you sort of t i t ~ l l a t e d  youm=lf by it, but the reasosl I say all this 
is -use I want to bring your a t m i o n  to  the Korean conflict. 
When it was clear that we were in that one right up t o  aur armpits, 
and the day that my brother--the one t ha t  was seven years older than 
I-Y'eCeived mw that his Naticnal Guard un i t  would in fad be goirg 
to Korea. That entire day, I relived a l l  of the Second World W a r .  



All of it had had time to cosllesce, to became a mity for ma, an# I 
said to myself, !'Here we go again.It That was the day when it all aame 
backeu2dwas real. It had never been real up until then, until the 
Korean W a r  and than it was real. Beause the fear and the frustration 
~ t h e d a u b t : a n d m c e r t a i n t i e s o f a l l k h d s r o s e t a t h e s u r f a c i e ~  
they were very very Erightmhg, I mmnber being in a depressicm lfor 
w week or more. Just-not because of my brother, who was a buddy cjf 
mine, wasgoingtobegone, bu tbeca~ th i sWas~ar21gah .  
feelhqthat this time I wouldbe closer t o  it. lZtrns out I 
I w a s n ' t a n y c l o s e r t o i t t h a n t h e f h t t h ,  exceptbyear. Thi 
time I had to watch it. 

But surprisingly enough, w h m  Vietnam txm along, I was again ahnost 
disinterested in it. There I was. I had gotten it crut of my -tam 
w i t h  mrea and when Vietnam came alorrg I thaught, W h  yeah, another 
one of thoseel1 That's all! 

A: Had Rul. 

Em3 of Side Two, Tape ltJo 


