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Anna M; Williams, Ju ly  27, 1975, Oakford, I l l ino i s .  
Rosalyn L. Bone, Interviewer. 

A. I was born in 1895, at h t h ,  I l l inois .  That s where I was  born. 
- That's where mm and dad lived at that time. Then we moved closer 

t o  Havana, I l l ino i s  when I was three. Well, I t ' s  about three miles out 
of Havana. Then f r o m  there I newer moved anywhere else.  P@ parents 
never mved anywhere else.  I attended Bowrmds School. That w a s  q 
f i r s t  school, ~ o d  School, and I was s ix  years old. I went the 
first three years, every day, without missing. 

Q. Really? 

A. (laughs) Yes, f i r s t  three years. I was s ix  when I started. I went 
s ix,  seven and eight.  I went three years without missing, and when I was 
ten years old I read l ibrary books and I got seals  on library books fo r  
reading l ibrary books. From then on I finished un t i l  the eighth grade. 
I finished eighth grade right there at that  school. Then I went t o  the 
G e m  Lutheran School f o r  three years, a t  Matanza. We were still  living 
outside of Havana, I l l inois ;  we were s t i l l  living there. From there on 
I learmed t o  help others. You know, doing things fo r  others and getting 
a l i t t l e  spend- money at that time. 

Well then, *om then on I went t o  work for  w grandma. I went t o  work 
fo r  q gt?mdma at f i f t y  cents a week. ~~ lived at--well, I don't 
how what you would c a l l  it, but i t ' s  Quiver. I t 's  by the Quiver Beach. 
I went over there and went, you know f m m  . . . Mom and Dad would bring 
me down and then I would stay a l l  week and then all week and then maybe 
Grandma would say, "Well, you'd bet ter  stay another week. I got som- 
thing e lse  I want you t o  help rn with,'' And I mde f i r t y  cents a week. 
From then on I conae back h e  and helped md in the f ie ld .  

l'$ first experience w a s  ra i s ing  ducks. That was first experience of 
the money that  I made f'rm scratch. You know, Dad would give n~ sore 
ears of corn o r  whatever it was. I raised five, I had six, but I raised 
five ducklings and I sold them for  a dollar  each, fo r  I wanted a five- 
dollar  b i l l .  (laughter) I did. (laughs) I said t o  myself, Boy, I w a s  
r ich. And every time I see a five-dollar b i l l  I think, 'Well, wonder if 
that  is the one I got *om rry ducks. " (laughter) 

F'rom then on I went t o  working fo r  a neighbor-right there close t o  home-- 
because l%m real ly  didn't need me and Daddy didn't need me. I worked fo r  

neighbor and I took care of the babies. You how, the l i t t l e  folks; 
played with them. That was [for] MI?. and Ivh-.s. H e m  Koke. Yes, that 
was M r .  and Mrs. Herman Koke. Well then, fmmthen on I come back home 
then and then I went to-I was up in bigger ages--and then I went t o  he lphg  
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this one and that  one and this one and that  one; you know, helping. 
'Well, you can come over and help, " and, "You can come over and help, l 1  

so then I went that way. 

When I got married at the age of nineteen years, me and M r .  W i l l i a m s  
se t t led  down on the Williams hornstead; that" where we se t t led  down, 
on the Williams homestead. That was just ,  well, I don't know how m y  
miles f r o m  Kilbourne, [ I l l inois]  but anyway, that  ' s where we set t led 
down at.  Then *om the Williams homestead we went t o  . . . well, we 
farmed. We w e n t  t o  Easton. We moved t o  a farm up Fn Eastm, I l l ino i s .  
I cannot t e l l  you the name of the awner of the farm, but anyway, we 
f m d  it. We went t o  a farm In  Easton. Then f'rom there on--from the 
fm in Easton--we went back t o  our other fm. That was the Scheller 
Place and f r o m  there on we come back up here [Oakford]. We had our 
public sale ,  and then we come back and moved in 1945. . . . Yes, i n  
1948 was when he passed away. It was in 1945 when we bought t h i s  place. 
Yes, 1945. Yes, that  s when we moved here. We bought it and we moved 
here i n  1945. I 've been here ever since. 

Then, of course, my hobby-as they a l l  c a l l  it--1 l ike  cooking, kitchen 
work, you know, or  cafe. I work i n  cafes. That's the reason I been 
working i n  cafes. I worked here [in Oakford]. I worked here t ~ o  years 
and I worked i n  there [Petersburg]; now it'll be going on two years i n  
September I worked over there. I really enjoy my l i f e .  I want t o  make 
use of it. I just  don't want t o  sit mund. I want t o  be busy at som- 
thfng. Yes. 

I got Howard andJulius and Harry and C a r l ,  four sons. And they were 
born four years apart. C a r l  is the one that  l ives  a t  Creve Coeur and 
he's got a family, and Harry l ives  at Pekin and he's got a farnily, and 
Howard l ives  over there by Kilbourne and he's got a family. 

Q. What about your school days; what kind of games did you play? 

A. Oh, we played (laughs) a l l  the old-fashioned m s .  Ring-amund- 
the-rosie and drop-the-handkerchief and hide-and-go-seek. (laughs ) I 
don't know what a l l  we played, I can't remember them a l l ,  but 1 do remember 
some of them. 

I joined the New Lebanon Baptist Church. I was a Lutheran, but then I 
joined-when I gor m t l e d  I joined, we all did--my family--we a l l  joined 
the New Lebanon Baptist Chwch. I go t o  church and Sunday school over 
here, but I don't belong over here, but then I'm acceptable because I'm 
in the c i ty  1 W t s  and I got no way of going, you know, t o  New Lebanon. 
You how where New Lebanon Baptist Church is? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, I got no way unless Mr. and Mrs. 'I"n0~a.s goes, and so I just  go 
t o  Sunday school and church over here [in Oakford]. That's where I'm 
welcome t o  come. And I l ike  church work. I l ike  t o  help in church. Yes, 
I l lke  t o  work with church people. I was with Kiwanis C l u b  and I had 
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Girls of Yesterday. I belong t o  a Girls of Yesterday Club and the WSCS 
of Oakford. 

Q. What's WSCS? 

A. That's womnls . . . well, womnls social  work is  what they cal l  it. 
And then the Girls of Yesterday i s  a club that we have the birthdays and 
anniversaries and get-togethers i s  w h a t  we c a l l  them. That's what  we 
c a l l  the Girls of Yesterday. (laughs) See, i f  we met today, then to- 
morrow, then she'd have it, and we'd be yesterday; but we always aim t o  
have one member out of that  club t o  entertain us once a week. If you 
entelrtained this week, well, then I ' m  one of the club and then I ' m  the 
yesterday, well, then I'll e n t e r t a h  you next week. 'I"slatls the way we 
have it. 

Q. Getting back t o  your school days, what did your school look l ike? 

A. It was just a four-wall square building. And it was tk ~0vam-b School 
that  I went t o  up t o  the eighth grade. And then when I went t o  the 
Lutheran school that  was at bhtanza, that  was at the chwlch basemnt. 
That's where we had them. I only went t o  one school, is a l l  I went. I 
went t o  a Lutheran school and it was a wooden . . . it was just  a square 
wooden building. !There were sixteen i n  my confimnation class. Sixteen 
in my confimnation class and when I graduated f'rom the eighth grade there 
was twelve. When I graduated from the eighth grade there was twelve i n  
that  graduation and there was sixteen i n  my con f imt ion  class. 

Q.  What kind of subjects did you have? 

A. We had reading and writing and a r i t h t i c  and geography and history. 
'I"natls what we had. And i n  the G e m  school we had nothing but the 
catechism. You know, the Bible and the catechism. The catechism c m  
from the Bible. The Bible is  the one that the Lord Jesus advented and 
made. 

Q. What about your teachers? Were they men o r  women? 

A. No. I had only one [man] teacher out of rry eight years of school. 
I only had one man teacher and that  was John Iaman. John Iaman. And 
my first teacher was m i t h  Boring. Edith Boring was q first teacher 
when I star ted going t o  school a t  the age of six. 

Q. A t  yow G e m  Lutheran school, did the preacher teach you? 

A. Yes, the minister. Yes, the minister taught that school. 

Q. Do you remember any mischievous things o r  something fluu?y . . . 
A. Yes. I got out of one and got in to  another. (laughter) Idhat I liked 
I always aimed t o  t r y  t o  get away with,but it didn't work. But then anyway, 
as rry mother taught me, she says, "Keep your fingers t o  yowself . '' (laughter) 
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I was a lover of playing with girls with dolls.  I had one great big dol l  
and I didn't wa.nt you t o  touch it. And then I ' d  get in trouble f o ~  slap- 
ping you o r  pinching you for  bothering rry doll.  (laughter) If I liked 
your pencil, I 1 d  put it In my desk. And then the next mming when you 
come, well, you didn't have no lead pencil and I had a new pencil. Oh, 
I w a s  tr icky on them deals. Yes. Wasn't you? 

Q. I imagine. (laughter) 

A. Well, we U d n t t  how any bet ter  but we soon learned different.  Yes, 
we did. 

Q. Do you remember anything e lse  that happened maybe t o  sane of the others? 

A. Yes. When I was i n  Havana a t  the age of sixteen--me and my brother-- 
and we had a buggy and Mom and Dad was there, too, but I went with Mother 
and Brother went with Daddy. Well, we was sent t o  the buggy t o  put some- 
thing i n  the b u g g  or  t o  get something and I l e f t  rry l i t t l e  pocketbook 
i n  the b-. And when I come back I didn't  have it. It w a s  my neighbor 
girl [that] took it out of there--was going t o  play a t r i c k  on me--and she 
took it and she give it t o  me a t  Sunday school. (laughs) I l e f t  it. It 
had a dollar  b i l l  i n  it. 1 can remrriber tha t  just  as well as not. Just  
was a l i t t l e  b i t t y  square pocketbook--one of them snapplng kind--and it 
had a dollar  b i l l  in it. Oh, I was so proud of tha t  dol lar  b i l l .  

We always went t o  a butcher shop. Every tiw weld come t o  Havana--that 
was our hone town--why, me and brother Ed, we'd go t o  the butcher shop. 
Well, he Id say, "Well now, what are you kids up t o  now?ll Well, we wouldnf t 
t e l l  him what we was up to; but that there cheese, oh, it had such a pret ty 
cover on it and If d say, "Well now, we got bread at home but weld l ike  t o  
have a s l i c e  of cheese f o r  a sandwich." He s a d ,  "I donlt  feed hungry 
boys and girls." (laughter) See, that  was in the showcase, you know, and, 
oh, it had a pret ty wrapper on and we said, well, we were h q y  and that  
cheese was so pretty,  we had bread a t  horn and he could give us some cheese; 
we wanted a sandwich. (laughs) 

And at the grocery s tore them old-fashioned peanuts. They was in kind of 
a mund keg. Well, they were roasted and I 1 d  say, "Well, now . . . " He 
said, "If you got a nickel 1'11 get you a sack f u l l ,  but i f  you a i n ' t  got 
no nickel, you have t o  leave them alone." (laughs) I remember that  very 
well, going t o  the store.  (laughs) 

But I never w i l l  forget that when I l a l d  my l i t t l e  purse, my l i t t l e  pocket- 
book--had a l i t t l e  chain on it--1 l a i d  it i n  the seat of the buggy and my 
neighbor girl seen it-and that  was on Saturday afternoon--and she'd picked 
it up. She thought that I had forgotten it o r  something or  when I got out 
I forgot it-w l i t t l e  pocketbook-and she give it t o  re at Sunday school. 
I remerrber that .  But them tricks, we had all s o ~ s  of t r icks.  

I remember that  I was suppose t o  spe l l  som kind of word, and Mom said 
never t o  keep her over because walking t o  school was a long ways and she 
always l iked t o  have me come home before dark. Well, then I mlssed some 
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words in spelling and I had t o  write that so mny times and I had t o  spel l  
that  so many thes and stand r ight  there by the teacher's desk. The rest 
of them was all gone. I just  cried, but I had t o  spel l  the words just  the 
same. (laughs) That was my school days. (laughter) Yes, them was my 
school days. 

Q. Mat  kind of desk did you have? 

A. We had wooden desks with iron braces underneath. We had a s q m  desk 
l ike  this [a table] and then we could put our books here [underneath] and 
then they had iron legs. It was a square desk just  l ike  if I put that  
[notebook] on top here [on the table] and then one underneath and then had 
iron legs. 'I"natls what we had for  our desk. Then i n  the G e m  school was 
benches. They were just  a bench and then a board l ike  t h i s  was the bench 
where we wrote on and here was a board. Why, we sat on just  l ike  picnic 
tables, you know, r ight  along the side. Of course, they were partitioned 
off,  everyone sa t  t o  the i rse l f .  Then it was just one long board and then 
t h i s  long bench, then you had y o m  and t h i s  [me] and tha t  [one]. That s 
the way we had them i n  the G e m  school. In the Born's School was jus t  
an i ron leg l ike  that  and then a square top. That's all there was t o  it 
t o  them school desks. That's the only school I ever went t o  and. then the 
Lutheran school. Them was the mly two schools I went to.  

R& brother went t o  Havana school. He went t o  Havana Lutheran school but 
he went t o  the same school where I went [Bowmads School]. And I always 
had t o  take him by the hand t o  get him started, after I got ready t o  go t o  
school with him. I ' d  always have t o  take him by the hand because Momma 
thought that  he'd poke along and he'd never get there, and i f  I 1 d  take 
care of him and take Nm by the hand when he was s tar t ing  t o  school and . . . 
He finished i n  the sm school where he star ted.  He st&ed a t  the age 
of seven because he had a s i c h e s s  and he couldnlt start at the age of six. 
And he star ted at the age of seven and he went f'rom the age of seven and 
he didn't . . . no, he didn't go t o  the eighth grade. No. There was some- 
thing happened t o  him that  he had t o  quit .  He couldn't go t o  school every 
day. H e  went t o  school, I think maybe, a l o t  of tlmes, he went t o  school 
about Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and somtimes he wouldn't even 
make it till Thursday. Then maybe he'd mfss a day o r  mybe he'd miss two 
days out of his Erst school term. 

I got a picture of rr~yself when I stavlted t o  school. 

Q. Do you? 

A. Yes. (Mrs. W i l l i a m s  goes t o  get her picture and returns with a number 
of pictures) My brother's picture. Now there's when I was eighteen. That's 
what 1 was confirmed in.  . . . There's my and ny husband. . . . Here's my 
first picture. And here's my baby picture. . . . Here's my m m  and dad. 
I s t i l l  have her wedding dress. 
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A. I ham mther ' s  wedding dress and she was. . . . 
Q. what color was i t ?  

A. Blue. Blue silk. Yes. 

was pretty. 

A. Yes. Here's ngr brother's baby picture. 1 still got ~TW school 
pictures. 

Q. Do you still have your wedding dress? 

A. No. No. . . . Now I was going to t e l l  you . . . Well, I guess I 
must have the wrong box. Herets my grandm. That's w h a t  I was looking 
for. I got c o n f i m t i o n  picture, too. (laughs) Yes. I 've got my 
confirmation picture. . . . See, there 's  the minister and that  was the 
first one that  died i n  my con f imt ion  class. This was the first one 
that died and this was the last one that got m i e d  i n  my confirmation 
class. Now that one's gone, that  one's gone and that one's gone, that 
one's gone, that onets gone, t h i s  one's gone, there's only . . . t h i s  
one, she's gone, too. There's only me and her and her and her out of 
the whole bunch that's left. You got your confirmation picture? 

Q. Yes. 

with it for  nothing. 

Q. Was this considered as a laylge class? 

A. Yes. How m m y  was with you? 

A. I think we had thbty-two. But that was the largest it had been in a 
l o  t .  It's usually s m l l e r  than that .  The con f imt ion  class. 

A. Yes. I had sixteen i n  with me. . . . There's grandmother's Bible. 

Q. Does it have all the dates in it and ewrythlrg? 

A. Yes. 

Q. P& goodness, how old is it? 

A. I don't how how old it is. That's the Holy Bible. I 've been so 
careful with it that  none of the leaves gets l a s t .  See, it has the gold 
edge on it. %hat's grandmother's Bible. I wouldn't part  with it for  
nothing. 

Q. No, I wouldntt either.  

A. I vexy seldom keep it outside. I was trying t o  find . . . Ca;rlts 
wedding picture. There's George. . . . I think the i r  pictures .we i n  
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here. If I can find it pretty soon. . . . Now see here's my other school 
picture. Right there. And I have followed . . . Here's Howard's boy, 
George when he was in service. I don't know if  he still is or  not. Here's 
C a r l ,  rry youngest boy, his wedding picture. 'I"natls when he was i n  service. 
See, there. Everybody says, "Well, you can still  follow Annie and Brother . . . )I 

Right the=, there's q brother's picture. 

Here's my teacher. But I can't remember If all these are s t i l l  here or 
not but here's a boy that went to  service then. He's the one that got 
ki l led out of th i s  class, th i s  one i s  the only one that I can remember of. 
And this l i t t l e  boy was the one that got c ~ i p p l e d .  His head dfdn't develop 
and his whole body . . . something happened t o  him when he was going t o  
school. He was part  of the tim there, and pxet of the tire not. But 
anyway, he developed some kind of a i lmnt  and he didn't get @own up at 
all.  . . . 
Now here's my mother's s i s t e r ' s  family from Califormia. Them's my mthe r l s  
s i s te r ' s  children. She's the nurse and that one's a doctor and this one's 
a doctor and that  one's got a different job and that  one's got a different 
job. But these two are doctors and she's a nurse but this one I can't 
remember what he turned out and that one. But she was the only girl and 
four boys, but she turned out t o  be a nurse and these two turned out t o  
be doctors, i n  California. Me and her started t o  school at the same age, 
but they didn't l ive in California then. But me and her started t o  school 
a t  the sam age. 

pandma gave her a dol l  for Christmas and I got a doll for Christ-. 
F@ doll  was a china-faced doll  and her's was  a different kind of face and 
she said, "If I ever get a chance at M e '  s doll  I'll smash it." Whenever 
they'd come down and we'd get together we'd have our dolls and because 
llline was a china-face and her's was a different k%d she was jealous of me, 
of Grandma giving me that kind and the same Grandma gave her a different 
kind. 

Now her name is Marie Kathryn. That's her name because she was named a f te r  
her mom and her mmls husband's mom. But anyway, tha t ' s  Marie Kathryn. 
And I ' m  Anna Marie. See. But her doll  head wasn't l ike  mine and she said, 
"If I ever get a hold of Annie's Cdoll] I'm going t o  smash it. (laughter) 
But she never got no chance at it because I didn't give her no chance. 

See, I got the prize at the Kilbourne Centennial, you know, that time for 
the oldest dress. 

&. Oh, yes. 

A. It's here somewhere. I got it. . 
(referring t o  pictures) 

Q. Do you remen-ber anything about tk 

. . Now here's C a r l ,  Jr. and family. 

le tam of Kilbowne? 

A. Well, it wasn't . . . Well, when we come into the c o d t y  of Kilboume, 
well, I can rernerber Craggs and Ckaggs store. I can remmber Miller's Ice 
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C r e a m  Parlor and I can r e ~ m b e r  the shoe shop and I can remember--what 
was that man's n m ?  Shults? Yes, Shults. He was the one that  was 
se l l ing  plants at that  t im when I can remnJ3er because my mrn and dad 
got plants f r o m  him. 

My dad took grain t o  Kilboume at that  t i rne  when we lived on this 
other place, not this last one but the other one. He took p a i n  t o  
the elevator and it was between two p a t  big rolling stones. The man 
would l e t  the g a i n  run out of the sack in to  th i s  thing and it would 
run in ;  then it would be mashed with two stones, just  like that  (rubs 
two hands together). I can remerrber that  because rqy dad, once in a 
great while, he'd take Brother along, but no very often because he didn't 
want, you know, the kids t o  be bothering the kid over there [at the 
elevator]. 

Q. Could I .  . . 
A. I can remember . . . What were you @ing t o  say? 

Q. Could I take a coupXe of those pictures and have copZes made off of 
them? 

A. 1 don't care. Now what is  it you want? 

Q. I want the picture of you. 

A. Oh, me? 

Q. Yes. 

A. ~s one?' 

Q. Yes, I want tha t  one. 

A. Here's brother. 2 

Q. Yes, I'll take him, too. He's talked about. 

A. Do I get the picture back? 

Q. Yes. You'll get these back. I ' ll have a copy made and then you'll  
get these back. 

A. Now what e lse  do you want? l'Q m m  and dad? 3 

Q. Yes, I'll take them. I'll take any of them that  you're willing t o  . . . 

'Mrs. W i l l i a m s  ' confirmation photograph i n  collateral material. 

2~hotograph of Mrs. W i l l i a m s '  brother Ed i n  col lateral  material. 

3Photograph of Mrs. Williams ' parentsv wedding i n  col lateral  material. 
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A. What I mean i s  what you would find out i n  the gruup. 

Q. Yes. See, 1'11 have these copied and then they ' l l  . . . 
A. There's weddFng picture. 4 

Q. Yes. I want that one, too. Okay. 

5 A. Well now, tha t ' s  it. Here's rqy baby picture and there's brother 
Eddie. (laughs) Now you have followed nly picture from the time I had 
ny picture taken, i f  you noticed it . . . 
Q. 1'11 take that  one i f  it's all right.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Yes, I've seen you all the way throw. What about your farm l i f e ?  
Did you have animals? 

A. Oh, yes. flrst experience was--I had a calf.  I took care of a 
calf and fed it and took care of it f r o m  the time it l e f t  its1 rmm. 
I sold it and what mney I got off of it I went and bought me some chickens, 
baby chickens, with the money that  I got f h r n  the calf.  I turned around 
and bought rw som baby chickens. Well, I raised the baby chickens. After 
I sold the baby chickens I, yes, I got the baby pig. . . . I had the baby 
calf; that  was nly first one--that was l i t t l e  Reddy-and then I had baby 
chickens and they were White Rocks. Then, no, I didn't get no more  chances 
t o  have anything I called own. Only, no, because brother Eddie had the 
l i t t l e  pony. Hers the one that  had the l i t t l e  pony, brother Eddie did. 
He didnl t f inish h i s  job up with the l i t t l e  pig that  . . . I can1 t remember 
that  much about back where he got tha t  pig Porn but somebody give him a pig 
and tha t  was all his  and he was t o  take care of it un t i l  he [the pig] got 
big. Then that money-when he got it--he was suppose t o  buy h imel f  a 
sdt.  That was his. That was his experience. But I didn't have anything 
else,  only the calf and the chickens that  I had and made own money. 

Then after that, why, af'ter I got throw school I worked, helped out t o  
different ones, and then nly s p m  time I was learning t o ,  you how, t o  sew 
at home. b m  learned rw and then different ones that  showed me, and then 
from on out . . . But anyway, I only had them two experiences that  I had 
t o  take cavle of and ca l l  nly own. 

Q. Did your father have my animals? 

A. Oh, yes. Pop had sheep. dad had sheep and he had hogp , and you kncw , 
cat t le .  Yes, because I always got . . . Wen rry dad had the sheep, why, the 
man would corn and shear them. 

4Mm. W i l l i d  wedding photograph i n  collateral material. 

5~hotopyaph of Mrs. Williams at age six i n  col la tera l  material. 
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Q. Md you watch them shear the sheep? 

A. Yes. 

Q. W a s  it fun t o  watch? 

A. Yes. Because that  fuzz, tha t  wool, and then them l i t t l e  scraps, I ' d  
always pick them up. I rernerher M n g  . . . I had one l i t t l e  b i t ty  
bunch--it had the skin off--and I tho@t that  l i t t l e  sheep that  they had 
cut his flesh, but it wasn't. It was just shaved real close. I made a 
pincushion out of it. Gut of that  l i t t l e  b i t ty ,  just a l i t t l e  b i t t y  piece 
of sheep wool; I made a pincushion out of that .  

Then dad raised colts.  He had mther  horses and he raised colts.  
Then m and brother Eddle, he was (telephone rings) . . . Somebody1 s 
wanting something. (tape turned off and on again) 

&. Did you make your own clothes? 

A. Yes. I still  make rrg own apmns and dresses. I still  do qy own 
sewing. There's sewing machine. 

Q. Are those horses out here yours? 

A. No, they are not mine. No. 

Q. You don' t have any animals then? 

A. No. I can't take care of them because I ' m  gone a l l  of the time. 

Q. Did you do your own butchering? 

A. Yes. Yes. 

Q. Has did you do that? 

A. Well the E n ,  they k i l l ed  the hogs. P@ dad and the neiabors ,  they 
k i l l ed  the hog and then they scrapped it. I was out there a l o t  of times 
and I ' d  take a butcher M f e  and I ' d  pedal around, too. After they had 
the h o g  kl l led,  they' d hang them up and wash them off on the outside. 
Then they'd take the insides all out. Then we prepared our own m a t  for  
winter and s m r .  And we butchered the beef, too, at home. My dad and 

mother and a f t e r  I got married me and husband and the neighbors 
got together. We still  butchered our m a t .  Yes. 

Q. Did you make head cheese and . . . 
A. Yes, and blood pudding and crackle and al l  of that .  Just l ike  your 
grandrmther did. 

END OF SIDE ONE 
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I Q. How did your dad farm? With horses? 

A. Yes, horses and mules. I plowed with two wheels and three horses, ny 
f lmt  experience was when I helped w dad. I had a two-wheeled plow and 
three horses Mtched t o  it. Plowed. Plowed the ground. And I planted 
potatoes and bugged potatoes. 

Q. Bugged potatoes? 

A. I bugged them. Yes, I b a e d  them. I picked the bugs off by buckets. 
Just pick them a l l  off and put them i n  a bucket and take them and put them 
i n  a paper sack and b m  them; when I was a kid. (laughter) And tomto  
worn the same way. 

Q. Did you have a big farm? 

A. No. One hundred sixty acres. That ' s what dad and mm had, and 
tha t ' s  what I was ralsed on, one hundred sixty acres. I didn't learn no langu- 
age--all German--until I got t o  school; then I had trouble because I couldn't 
t a lk  nothing e lse  but low German. See, I could not talk nothing but German .  
I couldn ' t ; every t im I d say Danke schijn, Gutten Tag, everything was low 
G e m .  Then when I went t o  school it was just as easy as pie, but when I 
started: "That l i t t l e  o le  Dutch girl, that l i t t l e  ole Dutch head." And 
boy, they'd just tease me and s t ick  me i n  the corner and push me around. 
I couldn't begin t o  think of one word that I had t o  say i n  mgl ish  and I 
really had a tau@ time leavning English. I did now. There was no two 
w a y s  about it. 

I never w i l l  for@, it. Mom would t r y  t o  t e l l  m something and I ' d  say, 
"No, the teacher sald not tha t ,  'I and of course, I was G e m  and I safd, 
"No, no, that won't work. '' And then I learned high G e m .  Well, then- 
I learned low G e m ,  hi& German and American. I went a t  it backwards. 
Started a t  it b a c k w a .  I never w i l l  forget that  ei ther .  

They got honey, a bunch of honey and he didn I t  know how t o  s t ra in  it. 
( r e f e d n g  t o  telephone ca l l )  

I Q. How do you s t ra in  i t ?  

A. Warm it and mlt it, and then tha t  beeswax w i l l  all come t o  the top 
and the honey will go through. That ' s the way t o  f i x  it. 

Q. Have you ever worked with beeswax? Made candles o r  anything out of it? 

A. No. I know haw t o  render lard, and I know how t o  s tuf f  sausage, and I know 
how t o  do a l l  of tha t ,  t h a t ' s  for sure. Because I was made t o  do it whether I 
wanted to or not. Yes, I learned all of that .  I had t o  whether I wanted t o  o r  not 

I used t o  kni t  rry own stockin@. 0 grandna showed me how t o  kni t  ny m 
stockinp.  S ta r t  at the top and put the knit t ing . . . I believe i f  I 
just  @;et wself calrrs;d down, I believe I could go it yet .  But I wouldn't 
promise what it would twn out because that  was when I was e i a t  years old 
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when qy grandma taught rrs: how t o  knit ny own mittens and ~QI m st ock ins  . 
You get the yam and s t e e l  needles, kni t t ing needles. Then you take it 
off of one and put it on the other, take off of one and put on another, 
and pretty soon you'd have a -at big long stocking. I learned that .  
After that  I couldn't get w s e l f  t o  do no fancy work, no emroidery work, 
no st i tching l ike  that .  No. And yet t o  t h i s  day I can . . . I piece 
qui l t s .  That's loverb job, piecing quil ts .  I like t o  piece qu i l t s ,  
Take qu i l t  patterns and make somthing out of them, make qu i l t  tops. I 
still  do that  in the wintertime. 

Q. Your mm and dad j u s t  spoke German? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Md they cane fYom G e m y  t o  h r l c a ?  

A. No, Grandma and Grandpa did. And tha t ' s  where they got t he i r  low 
G e m  and the hi& G e m .  IQ mom talked hi@ German and w dad talked 
high German; the i r  mrn and dad taught them. Then when Mom and Dad got 
married, why then, they both went t o  the l a w  G e m .  See, tha t  l s where 
I got the low G e m  and the hi@ G e m  mixed in ,  with Grandrm and 
Grandpa and Mom and Dad. I had quite a tirne of it but, boy! Every once 
i n  a while I rmn across Harmon Sebade and there was Mrs. Dick Van Horn, 
every chance rn and her get together w e  st& back on our old route. 
Does Grandma still  talk i t ?  Very much? 

Q. Not very mch. 

A. But I bet she ainl  t forgot how. 

Q. No, she hasn't. 

A. How old it Grandm now? I ' m  79 and she's? 

Q. Seventy-seven. 

A. I mew there wasn't mch difference between your grandma and rrie. Mrs. 
Dick Van Horn, I mt her, oh, there the other tire down at the Msh fry, 
corn boil .  We had quite a talk.  And EIamraon Sebade, ms and him, of course, 
we were related, and then Weda and WilheMina Hahn. See, they are related 
t o  US, too. 

Q. Oh, they are? 

A. Yes, on ~IQT husband's side. See nly m t h e ~ i n - l a w  was high G e m  and 
low German and she corn from the old country. She learned her low G e m  
i n  here. That w a s  Augusta Shults; tha t  was mother-in-law, Augusta 
Shults . And then Aunt Mary Hahn--she w a s  an aunt t o  E--they a l l  cam 
from the old country. Gertrude's m the r  cam f'rom the old country, too. 
Her mother; Gertrude's did. 

Q. Did they ever ta lk  about the old country? 
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A. Well, they did. They explained things, how they had t o  l ive  when 
they w a s  young people: what they had t o  do and what they had t o  l ive  
with and what they had t o  put up with. They was r e a l l y  i n  an awful 
shape f ' m m  what they had t o  work with. &cause they cradled. Instead 
of having sickles and scythes they had t o  cradle. They had a wooden 
handle, somthing like this,  and then a clladle with a wooden b a r  and 
then they take it l ike  that  and then they'd rake the wheat together and 
the rye and then take som of tha t  rye straw and t i e  it around it ; made 
a bundle out of it. 

I never did learn that .  But ~ a y ,  I could imagine f r o m  the way they 
were t e l l i ng  that  tha t ' s  the way that  it had t o  be done. They had t o  
take it i n  one hand and [kind of scoop the grain into the cradle] and 
then they ' d put that  all l ike  that  and then put it i n  a pile.  Then 
they'd st a straw of what they had and t i e  it up with and then se t  it 
up l ike  shocks. 

I heard Grandma and Grandpa t e l l  that ,  but I don't how how i t ' s  done. 
But anyway, just by t he i r  expression is what I had t o  go by. Because, 
see, I wasnt t old e n o m  t o  . . . Then they never corn over here un t i l  

mom and her . . . L e t ' s  see, there was M e  and Sophie and Lizzie 
and . . . See, Mom had four s i s t e r s .  And when t he i r  parents come f r o m  
Germany they all c m  and set t led.  They se t t l ed  by . . . it w a s  up on 
the other side of Matanza church, up i n  there. And the= w a s  a p a t  
big pond and a p a t  big lake. They raised e e s e  and ducks and turkeys. 
Then they ' d have them out i n  big ponds. 

I was down t o  Grandma and Grandpa's house once or  twice that  I can 
remember when they lived there. Because them ducks and them geese and 
them turkeys always had--them turkeys--nest s up along the lake l ike  i n  
that  b ig  t a l l  grass. Then they'd always dr ive  the turkeys up t o  the 
house. There d be one of the gobblers or  one of the hens they'd pick 
out and then they'd take som kind of m g  Mom said and then they'd shake 
that  rag, they'd c a l l  them. Them turkeys would follow them up t o  the 
house just l ike  you see a s t r ing  of ca t t le ,  you know, going down the path. 
I can remember that  but I never . . . You know, I wasn't old enough t o  
realize, but mom to ld  m afterwards how she had t o  lead the geese and 
the ducks and the turkeys fmmthe water pond and fmmtha t  s10@ and 
then carry it up t o  . . . It was pretty near l ike  Nlgger Lake i s  now. 
I can ~ ~ l r b e r  that  much. It was just l i ke  N i g g e r  Lake. It was a slough 
o r  a pond and there were f i sh  i n  it, too. Yes, I can remrrber that  very 
well, how they had t o  handle t he i r  livestock, Grandma and Grandpa. 

Q. Do you remeuber N i g g e r  Lake being there before? 

A. Yes. Yes, I remmber that  very well. FQ dad and mom used t o  have 
t o  drive t h r o w  there with the water coming up t o  the wagon wheels; codng 
way up there. Oh, it was deep. Yes, it w a s  and the horses, q mm and dad 
would have t o  whip them when we was i n  the b u g g  t o  make them corn thmm 
Tor they was  af'raid, you know, that it was too deep, but they did. They 
had them. 
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We had a two-seated carriage and we had a l i t t l e  place i n  the back t o  put 
the groceries and there were two small seats.  Gne was a h n t  seat and 
then a back seat. W and brother Ed had t o  r ide  i n  the back seat ,  and we 
had our knees next t o  the front seat,  and then behind us was a space t o  
put the groceries. And them horses would splash thm@ the water clear 
up t o  above t he i r  knees. It w a s  pitif'ul. But we made it. Now they're 
having fish i n  it. They're f'ishing now. They're i n  Niger Lake now; 
they ' re fishing. 

Q. Were there f l sh  i n  Nigger Lake before? 

A. No, no.. ., N i g g e r  Ben is the one that  I can remember. He 'd always 
t e l l  the people when the water was  getting up. He'd alwws stand there 
with t h i s  kind of a blinker and then Mom and Dad would have t o  drive 
straight  towards him, you know, @ding. I can remember that. They 
called him N i g g e r  Ben a t  that  time. That1 s a l l  I ever hew [about 1 it. 
And he'd say t h i s  way. He'd stand there and the water, you know, keeps 
coming up. And then when they &hlt have a l i @ t  t o  guide they closed 
the road. Then you'd have t o  e i ther  go way on around, you how, f o r  
the flelds where you could get throw. I can remember that .  

When I use t o  go t o  town with Mom and Dad and Brother we'd always have 
t o  hold somthing. Mom would have t o  hold mybe the f lour or  the sugar 
or  somthing that  would mlt ,  you know, when the water corn in to  the 
wagon. lvlom would never l e t  us have our shoes on while we was corr9ng 
throu& because of wet feet.  Mom didn't want our shoes t o  be wet and 
we'd sit there with our bare feet and then when w e  got through the water 
and then when we got uptown, then wet d put our shoes on. I remmber that .  
Me and Brother would be s i t t i n g  there splashing water on our feet .  ( l a u a t e r )  
Yes. I remrrJ3er that  very well; old N i g g e r  Lake. Yes. 

Q. Did N i g e r  Ben Live around there or  somthing? 

A. Yes. He was  an old man who had a cabh.  He had it bui l t  l ike  t h i s  
[steeped on top]. It was a long narrow cabin just on the west side of 
the mad rd@t there by that  great big tree. And he had a dog. Oh, he 
was a pea t  big  old black dog. And that  dog could swim.  When he [Ben] 
went t o  town he had a-well, I ' d  c a l l  it a mule but it had a different 
shape than a rde--and he had a two-wheeled cart and this old mule--it 
wasn't a mule it had a different name. He had that  cabin and had it over 
there and the water kept bothering him and--you know, where they used t o  
have them races over there by bitands. Well, then that  house fi&t there 
is where they had them [the races; horse shows], well, whatever you ca l l  
them. That ain't rodeo, but anyway, there's where he bu i l t  another small 
house. Then he had just a two-wheeled cart and--it was a different name 
besides a donkey o r  mule--and when he'd hi tch [the animal up] he had just 
a col lar  and a bridle and just  two lines. He'd corn t o  the fanners--when 
the water went down--he ' d corn t o  the fasrners t o  get something t o  feed his  
mule o r  byy sornethlng l ike  out of the garden o r  somthlng. 

I remrrber him one t im coming up t o  v mom and dad--1 didn't know him 
and I was always kind of afkaid of him and everything-and he always wanted 



Anna M. W i l l i a m  15 

t o  pick ny brother up and @ve him a r ide  on that  two-wheeled cart .  
And I w a s  always afraid that he Id never bring brother back. I 
remrrber that  very well, just as i f  it had been yesterday. 

Q. Did he live there long? 

A. Oh, yes. I don't know how long, but he lived there .a long, Long 
t im that  I can remember. Because from that  place on t o  up t o  there, 
r1~7 mm and dad never mved anyrmre m e r  that .  I finished up there 
and I spent a l l  days ri@t up there w i t h  them un t i l  I got married. 
But anyway, then that  man, he lived there I don't know how long. I 
don1 t remrrber how long he lived there beforehand. 

But anyway, the nei@bor that  lived, you how, where that  house is  up 
there f 'mm that  side [west 1 of Niwr Lake. You know, there's a house, 
well, it I s  a bet ter  place, now. There was a man that  had cows, t h i s  
old man would c m  with h i s  cart and a bucket that  had a lid on it and 
he'd always get m i l k  f'mm that  place; fbm them people that  l ived up 
there. Yes, I remember that  because a l o t  of tims we'd see him coming 
f r o m  there of an evening or  afternoon, why, he'd come f r o m  there and 
got his milk. He  had a great b ig  old long can with a handle on it and 
he had them wheels--they were b ig  hi& wheels-and he had a seat ,  you 
know, l ike  a pony cart ,  now. And then he'd have that  mLl!d can se t t ing  
i n  e o n t  of him and that  donkey--as I ca l l  it. He'd go walking along 
and he'd s l ing  h i s  great big old ears l ike  he was wore out. He'd cone 
along with him. (la&s) 

How many times did he cow a f t e r  brother and wanted t o  take him t o  
town and get him som bean candy o r  soda pop o r  something and I ' d  always 
say, "Now, you going t o  bring him back? You g i n g  t o  bving him back?" 
(laughter) Yes. Yes, I can remrnber them days rea l  well from then on; 
them days. 

Our first Sunday school picnic that we had was over there. Well, I don't 
know whatever. becorne of it, but anyway, our first Sunday school picnic 
and our family picnic and our f i sh  fry picnic was over there by . . . 
up there i n  that  comrmm?ity. Do you know where the S h e m  VaZley school 
center i s ?  

Q. No. 

A. It was up jn there where we flrst . . . S h e m  Valley [approximtely 
two rrriles west of Easton, I l l inois] .  It w a s  a schoolhouse o r  a hal l ,  o r  
whatever it was. I can remember us different f d l i e s  going t o g t h e r  and 
having a picnic there; Sunday school picnic. And this old man [Nigger Ben] 
was always i n  s m  crowd. They would say, 'lWell, corn on, you can join 
fin. You're there by yourself, come on in. l' They always, different ones, 
you how, always invi ted h i m  t o  be with the crowd. And could he ever play 
that  violin and then them old-fashioned song .  He'd always Uke . . . 
well, I can't get it h a n a g  but anyway them old-fashioned songs: "The 
Red RLver Valleyll and I don't know what all but anyway, "The Swanee River" 
and then that one German song. But anyway, he could really sing and play. 
He had a l i t t l e  violin. 



Anna M. W i l l i a m s  16 

That's where one time, I don't know haw many of us, about fifteen o r  
twenty, had got the chigprs  or  jiggers up there. (la@ter) Beggar's- 
lice6, or  whatever it was. Boy, our clothes was just i n  a bunch. They 
were l i t t l e ,  hard . . . They weren't bugs but ,they were just  things 
that  you gather and it stuck t o  your clothes. Boy, we were in the timber 
there and we got chiggers and (laughter) and it wasnlt no msquito 
bi tes  it was something e lse  that  the weeds tha t  we went thro@, they 
just clung on t o  our clothes. We wasn't the only ones. Everybody that  
was there. Went out t h r o w  the t inber  or  along the road where you were 
visiting, why, p r e t t y  soon you'd walk along there and you wouldn't realize 
what you were getting into.  Boy, they was something. I can remmber tha t  
very well. That was when we all got our young generation and school 
children, mthers  and fathers and, you know, how a group w i l l  get together. 
That's where we a l l  went down there and had our Sunday school picnic. 

Our threshing crew, well, you know, a l l  the nei&bors, the threshing 
crew, everyone that  was i n  that  te r r i tory ,  well, you had your threshkg 
crew. That crew [went] fk.orn one place t o  another. We had our threshing 
crew and we bm@t basket dinners. Well, threshed and, oh, about six o r  
seven different f m l l i e s  all united together and we'd a l l  bring a basket 
dinner and that  was the threshing crew. Then we'd have, as we say, just 
l ike  a family reunion. That was up there [at Shemran Valley]. That was 
when I was older. I can remrrber tha t  because Morn and Dad and Brother, 
we a11 went up there and had a good time, social.  Yes. 

Q, Did you o r  your father shuck corn by hand? 

A. Yes. Yes, we had corn. I shucked mmy [ears] of it. I how. White 
frost  clear up till here and shuck, bang, boom, mittens a l l  wet and gloves 
was a l l  wet and ears al l  cold. (lau@s) That was the hard t i m e ,  that  w a s .  
That wasnl t no easy t-, no. 

Q. Describe the house you lived in.  How many room was i n  it? 

A. Well, we had four room. I had a room, Brother had a room and Mom and 
Dad had a mom. Well, then that was what w a s  bui l t  on l a s t  as we got older. 
But when we were smll w e  s lept  i n  one room and Morn would have a . . . 
well, I could just remmber a curtain or  a shade and I slept  i n  that  till, 
oh, I guess I was twelve years old--because Brother's four years younger 
than I am--and then Mom and Dad decided t o  build on and so then they bu i l t  
on one big square room. Just  one square room with a l i t t l e  . . . because 
we had a window on that end [south] and a window on the east side and a 
window on the west side and a door on the north side and it was connected, 
you know, t o  the other pa r t  of the house. That was one room and they divided 
it off in to  two rooms. So then we called it two bedrooms and l b m ' s  room and 
the kitchen and a front mom. You can just say five room because, see, 
t h i s  big one was made in to  two and then we had four other room. And the 
place, i f  you could remrrber where Wayne Vanderveen lives. 

bPrickly f'ruits o r  seeds of various plants that  cling t o  clothing 
o r  h. C~d.1 
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Q. Yes. 

A. Well, that w a s  the ham place. That was the Bontjes horn place. 
l@ mmls and dad1 s horn place. That s where I stayed un t i l  I got married, 
just ri@t up there on that  one farm. Perrimans b o w t  the place f r o m  
my mm and dad. P e m m  did. They b o a t  the place and Pbm and Dad, 
they passed away, well, just one a t  a tim but anyway because Dad died 
l a s t  and he said, "Well, I'm going t o  sell the farm." So he sold it t o  
M r .  and Mrs. Pemlmn and they are both dead, too. See, rry m died 
when she was 57. And qy dad, I think D a d  died a t  age 67. Ply mom died 
with bronchial pnemnia .  dad died with, oh, he had leg trouble. 
It 's bad l e e  and the word that it is now is phlebitis se t  i n  because 
he wasn't tak5ng care of his health l ike  he should have. 

Q. How did you heat the h o ~ ?  

A. Wood and coal. 

Q. Wood and coal? 

A. Yes, wood and coal. A s  long as I was a t  home with w mom and dad 
we had t o  cut wood out of the tinjser and dad went t o  Havana and 
bought coal. That s the way that  was a l l  put up. 

Q. Do you ~ m r n b e r  how much coal cost? 

A. Yes, twelve cents a bushel. Twelve cents a bushel. I remrrber that  
just as well as i f  that  was yesterday. Yes. O f  course, we had our own 
timber and we got the wood out of it. But that  was twelve cents a bushel. 

Mom made butter  and churned it. Mom sold cottage cheese, clabbered m i l k ,  
you know, cottage cheese. b m  made butter  i n  squwes o r  round ones and 
sold it and we sold h o p  fo r  five cents a pound. The hog m a t  was five 
cents a pound--what they sold a t  tha t  tim. Sold the shoulders and the 
hams. The ham is  what we kept but the shoulders and the bacon rmm 
and dad sold tha t ,  you know, t o  get the mney t o  t ransfer  in to  groceries 
for  what we had. 

Q. Did you smke som of your mat? 

A. Oh, yes. We sugar-curedit with smke. 

Q. How did you do that? 

A. Well, we  had sawdust and hickory, and l i t t l e  chips of hickory--that 
was in the timber-omth the wood that  we cut; we kept them chips and saw- 
dust. Made a smothering f'ire just  l ike  you would i n  a stove when you shut 
the damper off,  just the smke f r o m  tha t .  'That I s  the way we cured our 
mat. 

Q. How long did it take t o  cure it? 

A. b e  weeks. 
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Q. Three weeks? 

A. Yes. Then after dad put that  i n  there and s tar ted  the smke on it, 
three weeks f'rom the time then we put [on] that  white paraffin wax. I Q  
mrn would ml t  that  and put that  all around there and tha t  would preserve 
it. Then weld put it i n  one of them German brown, real brown paper sacks 
and then we'd hang it up i n  the smkehouse. 

Q. Did you have any trouble w i t h  animals trying t o  get in the smokehouse? 

A. Yes. A l o t  of tims i f  you didn't watch i t ' d  be a cat; your own cats. 
You know they1 d flnd a hole. The dog never did bother us, but the cats 
you had t o  watch out that  everything was ti@ around the bottom so the 
cats couldn l t get in .  'They ' d get in to  the meat. We had that  trouble, 
just o w  own cats, not somebody e lse ' s  cats but our own. Our own dog. 
But we kept our dog t i ed  up every ni&t because dad didn't believe on 
having ~ ~ g r  dog bothering scanebody else. He never believed i n  that .  He 
said, "!That dog belongs here and he' s .ping t o  have t o  stay here. " He 
t i ed  him up on a great big long chain. 

Q. Did you have any trouble w i t h  sl-m-ks or raccoons or  anything getting 
in to  the chicken yard? 

A. Yes, in the & i c M  house. They bothered chickens. A weasel would 
cut a hole in the throat and suck the blood. Foxes took pi@. Li t t l e  
p i g  and a big fox. Now i t ' s  deer running. But there's s t i l l  a l o t  of 
varmints mw?d yet. Yes, a l o t  of them. 

Q. Md you mke your own malasses? 

A. Oh, yes, yes. That was a good hot job f ight  out Fn the open. No 
shade whatsoever, you could just stand the= and keep on s t i r r i ng  and 
feed that  mlasses cane . . . grow your own cane. You can see it yet 
down there by Quiver school. He's got a p a t  big f'ield over there by 
Atwaters, but theylre going t o  take it t o  the Pekin . . . someplace. I 
forget now, but it 's r i@t  there by McHamryts m i l l  right . . . Atwaters, 
they got it and they gpt, oh, a great big long f'ield of it. Then you got 
t o  take the s t r ips .  . . . 
Firs t  you wt t o  take care of it, cultivate it, do l ike  you do anything 
else, then you got t o  @ along over the whole dam f l e ld  and take a l l  the 
blades off on both sides of that  s t a lk  of mlasses cane. Then when you 
get tha t  done you pick up the leaves--that's cow feed--and when you get 
that  done, well then, you got t o  go-if you're l i t t l e  i t ' s  a harder job 
but if you're a l i t t l e  b i t  taller--you got t o  take a knife and cut the 
tops off.  The seeds, you how, the cane seed tops because they don1 t go 
i n  there. And then you take and cut It off at the pound and load it up 
all strai&t on the wa@n and then take it t o  this here m i l l  and the ro l l e r  
that  rolls them stalks-just l*e rol led i n  rolls-and then there's where 
your juice cores out. Well, then when it gets t o  that  pan over [there]-- 
there 's  heat underneath that--and your molasses juice i s  running in that .  
You got t o  cook it s ix  hours before it turns in to  mlasses.  That ls the 
way t o  mke molasses. 
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I don't want t o  have anymre of that  s i x  hours of cooking molasses. 
You got t o  stir that ;  it I s  a padue, t h i s  is the handle of it and then 
t h i s  [the handle] sticks up. You just got t o  keep apushing, pushing, and 
pushing and pushfng and pushing and then you' d have t o  go on that  side 
and pushing and pushing and pushing and pushing and pretty soon you'd 
have a p a t ,  oh, a great big kettle--a cooper [kettle]--great big about 
twenty-gallon and then your molasses. Well, then you got t o  put a screen 
over that  and then you gpt t o  cover it up. Then when it gets cold, you 
can s t ick  a knife-I call it a knife but it wasn't a Mfe--and then Dad 
would s t i ck  that  clear down t o  the bottom and then when it come up it 
drip, dr ip ,  drip, drip, drip and then you know, the thickness, you know, 
just l ike  syrup is now. The thickness of it. Well, then it was done. 

Well, then you got to-whether i t ' s  dayli@t o r  dmk--you got to get busy 
before that  sets--just l ike  your j e l ly  before it gets too thick. Then 
you got t o  get your buckets o r  your contalnem or your jugs and you got 
t o  start [putting] that  [mlasses] in. You can just figure three mnths 
f k o m  the t h e  you start with tha t .  You can just figure there's three 
mnths tire before you can wash your ke t t l e  and said, "It s all done. 'I 

See, it takes so long cooking--to thicken it. It ' s just l ike  now you got 
Certo t o  make jelly. It a ln ' t  no flul at all t o  make je l ly  now with all 
th i s  Certo and Sure-Jell. Just put it i n  there, (laughs) .ypu got a nice 
ke t t l e  of jel ly.  But them days, oh. 

Then when you make apple butter  go and get you 25 pounds of sugar and your 
big old copper ke t t l e  and start your flre--don't start too heavy, j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  a t  a tim, make a l i t t l e  b i t  b i m r  and a l i t t l e  b i t  bigger and then 
dunp your 25 pounds of sugar i n  there and then a l l  your peeled apples, 
s l iced apples and cut up a l l  the tim. Then you can start making your apple 
butter. Then you @ t h i s  way and t h i s  way and that  way and t h i s  way and that  
way with [the paddle used t o  stir] that  old apple butter  ke t t le .  And then 
put it i n  f r u i t  jars. !Then put your sealing wax instead of paraffin wax. 
You put your sealing wax m u n d  it t o  sea l  it because you didn't put no lids 
on it. That was flu? too. That w a s  a sticky mess. I went a l l  t h r o w  them 
processes. I don't want anymore of it. 

And don't forget your soap cooking. Make your own horrlemade soap. Oh, 
that  I s  worse than ever. (la&ter) You got t o  cut all of tha t  heavy f a t  
up. Cut that  heavy piece of f a t  all up--all that  fat just  l ike  bacon-- 
cut a l l  that  up in l i t t l e  squares and then render tha t  out of it. Then 
get you a bucket of wood ashes and put sore water on it and l e t  that  drip 
t h r o w  unt i l  you got a bucket full of that  wood ash--or what you took out 
of the stove-and water and when you get that  bucket f'ull, w e l l ,  then se t  
tha t  bucket aside and go get you some mre of them ashes flmm out of the 
barrel ,  them dry ashes, start putting sore mre water on un t i l  you get two 
big m i l k  buckets f u l l  of water-I call it ashes water--and then put it i n  
there. Then g=t your can of Louis Lye--but it wasn't Louis Lye, that  had 
a different n m  then-and then put that  i n  there and l e t  that  set over- 
night. Well, i t ' d  be ju s t  l ike ,  you know, l ike  your fruit  salad. It would 
just start t o  get thick, you know. Well, then you'd have t o  leave it i n  
that ke t t l e  and then start your fire i n  the morning again. Then don't 
stir it too much, just a l i t t l e  naw and then; just not and go forget about 
it, stir it again and pretty soon your soap-you can cut clear down 
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there just l ike  f r u i t  salad-it's se t  clear d m .  Then you just  go ahead 
and take you a big corn knife o r  a big Wife  of sonae kind and start cut- 
t ing  your soap. Would be just  as white as snow. That part 's easy made, 
but then you got t o  cut it and then you got t o  watch it. Then your water 
that runs out of that  soap, that  lye, you have t o  leave that  on a board 
and then when you fee l  your soap after you got them bars  and squares a l l  
cut. Then i f  it a in ' t  sticky any mre then you can put it i n  a box. Store 
it for  your laundry. 

Then when you want t o  wash, you bo i l  clothes in a wash boiler. Take--w 
mrn always took about tha t  b ig  [two inch chunk] a l i t t l e  square chunk t o  
put i n  a boiler  i n  the wash water. You put that  much soap i n  there and 
then it'll make a suds and you put your white clothes i n  there. That's 
the way you bleached your clothes i n  them days. With what soap you had 
made. It would rrake it nice. Make it nice and white. Your pillow s l ips  
and your bed sheets and you s l ips ,  your white blouses or  whatever you had. 
It mde them nice. Because It was just  enough of tha t  there ashes water 
was just  strong e n o m  then with your other wash water and then old gold 
dust, you bow, you could use that  a l o t  of time. Then i f  you wanted t o  
have a smell t o  it, you'd go and get a, oh, a l i m b  off of a peach t ree ,  
off of a young peach tree.  Oh, get a pretty good s ize  lfmb about th i s  
[three inches mund] and saw that  a l l  up i n  there and put that  i n  your 
soap. That would be your scent, you know, t o  mke a perfwne. It kind of 
sml l ed  kind of peachy. 

Q. Did it? 

A. Yes. Yes, you could do it, 

A. Yes. I can ~ m r r b e r  that  very well. matts the reason I said every 
time I see, you know, the deodorizers, you know, what you spray i n  the 
horns, you how, t o  have a different s ~ l l .  Now, you could take a peach 
Ilmb and some of that  ash water and put it together and it srrells just 
l ike  when you're coming t o  a peach tree.  You know, when you can smell 
there1s peaches around here and tha t ' s  just the way your soap smells. 
But I never knew of Mom using anything else but homemade soap, and then 
for  the smll of it she l d take that  peach fo r  a different smll. And it 
really mde clothes nice and white. It real ly did. 

When it corn towards winter that  was the time t o  pick your ducks. Take 
them poor old ducks, take them and put t he i r  head thmu* a l i t t l e  hole 
in a coop, and then start picking t h e i r  feathers off fo r  your feather 
pillows. That was fun, tho@. Yes, a l o t  of times you'd get a l i t t l e  
pinch too from the duck. But tha t ' s  when we had our feather pillows. 
That w a s  a ppod t im thou@, t o  pick them. And that  l s the same way with 
the geese and the feather pillows. You can't f ind  a decent feather pillow 
now. No, they don't use them an-. They're using a l l  t h i s  foam. Very 
seldom you get a hold of . . . unless sonaebodyl s asel l ing f r o m  way back 
that  still  had feather pillows. And that ' s  the saw way with feather beds. 
And that ' s  the sam way with sheep wool blankets or  quil ts .  Very same way. 
You donlt very seldom. . . . 
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I went t o  a sale about two weeks a& i n  Petemburg--well, there 's  more 
than I--and we went there and you know, $21 for  one of them quil ts .  
Sheep. It had a piece top and had a plain blanket, a plain white blanket 
on there and there was a layer of sheep wool about as thick as hand 
and that  b o w t  $21. That sheep, they c a l l  that  a blanket, a qui l t .  

Q. Were the feather mt t resses  and pillows warm? 

A. Very wamn. Yes. 

Q. Did you sleep on them i n  the sumer? 

A. No, just i n  the wintertire. Just cold weather. And then we just had 
a cot of shucks off  of the corn; the corn shucks. Go get your ticking 
and get your corn shucks. Go i n  the stock f ie ld  and f'ix your shucks and 
make you a shuck mattress. Instead of having any other Mnd of s tuf f  
you'd take shucks. Make you a shuck mattress and make it. Boy, that  
was M. Going i n  the corn f i e l d  and picking shucks, you know, for  the 
mattress. You djdntt  take the outside ones, you see, when you shuck corn, 
you know, you take the inside, them soft  ones. Yes. In the stock f ie ld ,  
where you shuck corn you take the inside and not what corn off the ear 
on the outside. They w a s  too hard. You take them sor t  ones on the inside 
and then when you1 d get a great big, oh, a p a t  big bag full, a l l  you 
could carry-they were heavy a f t e r  youtd get your big bag full--and tha t  
would be e n o m  for  one bed for  one mattress. And then you'd put your 
ticking, sew your t icking on both sides on that  end and then from th i s  
end put all your shucks i n  there u n t i l  you got them pretty near as  thick 
as this [about s i x  inches]. Just about as thick as that .  Mom always 
made them about that thick. I don't know, but anyway, that  would be the 
thickness of it and then we'd have maybe a blanket over the top, o r  a 
qui l t .  That Is what we had i n  the s m r t i m .  And then i f  you wanted t o  
make somthing heavier you'd take shucks o r  r ea l  fuzzy straw and put tha t  
under your rag carpet t o  walk on. 

Q. Yes? 

A. Yes. Yes, ry pandm shaved re that .  We'd have our carpet; t e a r  up 
carpet ra@;s and then sew them together a l l  i n  long ends and then make 
carpet bal ls .  Then you1 d go and have them weaved in to  a carpet. Well, 
when you1 d get that  done, then yout d have a n i c e  level floor, and then 
you'd go ahead and get you that  [straw] and put that  riat underneath 
your carpet. Ri@t on that  bare f loor  and lay your carpet dp$t down on 
it, and then stretch it with a pitch fork real ti@ and then tack it. 
Then you'd walk on that  i n  the wintertim. We'd have that  i n  our bedmom. 
Yes, we had that in our bedroom. Yes. 

END OF TAPE 

A. We'd have, you know, those old-fashioned curtains. And you take a 
curtain l ike  that  and then put the two together, and then put that  long 
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coarse s t r a w  l ike  that  we s t r a w ,  that long coarse heavy straw, and w i t h  
that you'd d e  pillows. Instead of that  we had them pillows. See, the 
feathers wouldnlt be so hot in the swrmertim, you how. See the feathers 
a m  hot and we'd make pillows out of that  and then they1 d be cool. 

Q. Were they comfortable? 

A. Oh, yes. I slept  on mamy of thm.  Yes, I slept  on m y  of them. 

Q. Did you ever have square dances? 

A. Oh, yes, I lovedthat .  I went at sixteen, no, I was flfieen, or  sixteen. 
I went on a boat when I was sixteen. I went clear fmm Havana, I l l ino i s  with 
a bunch of boys and girls. We danced on that  boat and had m i c  and had 
good tims on that  boat from Havana t o  Peoria, I l l inois .  Then we'd come 
back f 'mm Peoria t o  Havana, and that  would be about four o' clock i n  the 
morning, and just change your clothes and get t o  work. 

Q. What boat was this? 

A. It was Star sorething. Star Valley or  . . . the first name of it was 
the Star and it was two other n m s  t o  it. And it would leave Havana about 
maybe s i x  olclock i n  the mrning and it would probably . . . t im i t ' d  get 
down there . . . Well, w e  could have a l l  our entertainmnts a l l  the way 
up there and we'd have lunches: popcorn and cracker jack and soda pop and 
s tuff  l i ke  that ;  ice  cream cones. Then we'd come back, oh, probably about 
smdown, just starting, you'd have t o  have a li&t on the boat. We'd st 
back t o  Havana. Yes. 

I made me t r i p  t o  CaJLfomia-I don't w a n t  t o  forget that--made one t r i p  
t o  California and I made .one trip to Kentucky. I got out o f - I l l i ~ ~ o i s  Lwo 
tirnes. 

Q. Were they vacations? 

A. No, I went w i t h  a lady that w a s  going t o  C a l i f o d a  and she wanted cow 
pany. That was i n  1947. The tim--1 can't remrrber what year that was, 
tho@-but I was t o  California and I was t o  Kentucky. I was two times out 
of Illinois. I can rernerrber that .  Yes. 

Q. Md you have what they called barn-ralsings? Where your neighbors and 
everybody got together and bu i l t  a barn in a day? 

A. Oh, yes. Building corm&ttees. Building p u p s ,  whatever you called 
them. Yes, yes, we had a l o t  of them. l'$ dad was in . . . H e  helped, I 
don't how how rrany of them, helped hirfi when they w a s  building barns and 
sheds. Yes, I l?emnber that. I$ dad a d  brother; maybe t h i s  t im I'd 
help you and then I 'd  help you two days and then you corn back and help re 
two days. Well, then I 1 l l h e l p  you and you help m. You how,  you just 
help one and another. That's the saxe way with threshing. Threshing crews 
i t ' s  the sam way.  Yes. 
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Q. Did you have a big party afterwards? 

A. Oh, yes. They called it a family gathering a t  tha t  t i r e .  A fanrily 
gathering a t  that  t k .  Yes. 

Q. Md you have school picnics? 

A. Yes. Yes, we had school picnics, too. But just the teacher and the 
pupils  went. 

Q. No parents? 

A. No. No. Because we never went too f a r  away, pmbably. I can ~ m m b e r  
we went down t o  the Lawford Theater i n  Havana, that  l i t t l e  Lawford Theater 
and we was down t o  Quiver Beach one time, just the teacher and the pupils. 
The teacher would see that  maybe one of the parents would h r n i s h  transpor- 
t a t i m  or  mybe two of them and then she'd stay with us. Then our parents-- 
whoever went with us--now like you M s h  sombody and you furnish sore- 
body and they'd come back and get us. We'd leave i n  the mrning and then 
we Id be back horn at four o f  clock. Yes, that  was just us and the teachers. 
Then we'd have t o  bring a sack lunch. You know, just a l i t t l e  lunch. And 
then she would take us around down there by Quiver Beach. She would take 
us around and show us different t h i n e  of the nature of t h i s  and the nature 
of tha t .  

Then when she took us t o  the Lawford Theater in Havana, you know, you'd see 
the pictures and then everybody had t o  have a quarter. You know, that  would 
be your fees. She'd see that  every child, o r  otherwise she'd count it a l l  
up and then she'd pay fo r  the whole works, and then our parents had t o  pay 
her back. 

Q. What time did school pick up and let out? 

A. Well, school picked up at eight o'clock i n  the morning. Every mrning 
a t  e i&t  o'clock and then we'd pt off  a t  3:00 p.m. 

Q: Three o'clock? 

A. Yes, we'd gt off at 3:00 p.m. Instead of now they're getting off at 
4:00 p.m. o r  3:30 p.m. But tha t ' s  the way we had it. We'd get off  at three 
0 ' clock. 

Q. How many months did you go t o  school? 

A. We star ted  i n  Septenber and we ended on Decoration Day. Yes, we ended 
on kcora t ion  Day. We star ted i n  Septe er, just  the first day of September 
we'd start unless it was on Sunday. ?"n P n f'rorn the first day of Septe~rber 
then weld go till kcora t ion  Dw. Because we always, I can rernerber when we 
had our last day of school because the teacher would see that  some of the 
bigger parents would go with us, and then we'd have one of them l i t t l e  b i t ty  
flags and a l i t t l e  s l i p  of flowers. We'd take the flowers and the flags and 
l e t  the l i t t l e  flags go on t a  the r iver ,  ri&t down t o  the r iver .  Then we 
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sang the "Star Spangled Banner1' and then there was another song that  we 
sung as we threw those l i t t l e  flowers and them l i t t l e  flags in the edge 
of the water. That was for  Decoration Day, fo r  that .  Decoration Day. 

Q. Did you have school p~0gm-m l ike  . . . 
A. Yes, Christmas program and Easter program. We had them r i@t  there 
a t  our school. Just our parents would corn and then we would have recita- 
t ions and then sonp .  Just l ike  they have i n  dialogue. Then of course, 
we'd have t o  dress with different costms--you know, what we' d get from 
home. Now the angels, they had a white bed sheet and so girls were 
the angls.  Just l ike  it corns out now pretty near l ike  the Lutherans 
have i n  the picture on the outside, tha t ' s  the way. I w a s  an angel and 
IQI mm had that  old, I don't know, old piece of pasteboard the shape of a, 
well you knm, like that  t o  represent the wing.  Then s m  t i n s e l  around 
that, and then I was m and so-and-so, and now the boys w a s  so-and-so, and 
then we had a Christmas program. 

That's the same way  when us older ones, when we got up t o  over fourteen, 
well, then we'd have box suppers at our school. We'd get a pasteboard 
shoebox o r  any k h d  of a box and we'd put maybe some popcorn i n  it, sow 
cracker j a&, maybe, and put i n  an apple, or  orange, o r  banana o r  something. 
Then one of the b ig  men would p g  up there and start with t h i s  box; how 
much it is. Then us girls would have a hard time keeping o w  secret; what 
one i s  box and your box and fYnd out which is yours, which is yours, is 
that  yows? And then is that  yours? 

I remember one t im I made one i n  the shape of a bucket. It was a great 
big bucket and round pasteboard; I sewed it togetherc-I had a heck of a 
tire. Then that  was one there that  I had t o  piece pasteboavld i n  there, 
and then I made another one just a l i t t l e  b i t  l i t t l e r ,  and a l i t t l e  b i t  
l i t t l e r ,  and a l i t t l e  b i t  l i t t l e r ,  un t i l  I got just one l i t t l e  b i t t y  one 
way a t  the top, you know. I sewed pasteboard together with shoestring 
and I had one banana i n  the bottom one, had an apple in the next one, had 
an orange in the other one. When it come t o  the l a s t  one I had two st icks 
of pepperrr;lnt candy. I can't r e m b e r ,  and I w a s  so confound mad that  he 
was the one that  gpt IQI box. Oh, I was mad. I w a s  mad for  a week. When 
we corn back t o  school again the boys all teased us, "Your fellow; did 
your fellow get your box. Yes, you got fooled. Md your fellow get your 
box; you got fooled. " That was our school days ; we had box suppers. 

Yes, then we took April Fool plays. Now you wasn't suppose t o  @;o but j u s t  
so far with your April Fool t r icks  i n  the school; just the school together 
and the teacher. Then 1'11 play a t r ick on you and then somebody else w i l l  
play a t r i ck  on me. But there wasn't suppose t o  be no rnoney involved; it 
was a t r i ck  or sorething like that.  No money was suppose t o  be involved, 
just a t r ick  played, a trick on you and sombody else play a t r ick ,  and then 
we a l l  played a t r i c k  together. Then she'd says, "Well, what was your t r ick?  
What did you do?" Well, I ' d  say what ever I done. I done so-and-so t o  him 
o r  her. Well, then she'd go on and, 'Well, what t r i ck  was it that  you done?" 
'Well, I took Annie's mittens away f r o m  her and put them i n  her shoes." That 
w a s  QI t r ick .  Sanebody took rqy mittens away and put them i n  w overshoes. 
(laughter) Well, that  was nice days. Yes, I can rernerrber them school days. 
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Q. I heard that  a t  one tinr; som people bumed corn instead of coal. Did 
you ever bum corn? 

A. Oh, yes. Yes. Yes, ear  corn. Yes, out of the f ie ld .  

A. Oh, bum, yes. Burned. That made a hot fire,  yes. And the only thing 
that  we disinfected with when we had any anirmls tha t  was sick or something 
was s u l m .  

A. Yes, regular sulf'ur tha t  you get h m  a drugstore. Sulfur. That w a s  
t o  disinfect. Now i f  we had any ailments, l ike  i f  we had the croup or  the 
whooping co& o r  the masles  or  anything, weld have t o  . . . The doctor 
would say, well, naw you're not suppose t o  go anywhere. You're suppose t o  
put a piece of paper out and t e l l  the neighbor o r  sombody that  comes by 
what you want  on that  piece of paper, but he's not suppose t o  pick it up 
o r  touch it. He I s  suppose t o  copy off it off on [something] and then bring 
back the s tuf f  what you had on that  piece of paper. 

Then Mom would get a l i t t l e  bunch of coals, live coals out of the cook stove 
o r  heating stove and then put a tablespoon of sulfur on it, and then we' d go 
out of the house. Maybe we'd go t o  the shed of sore kind and Mom would have 
that  smoke come a l l  around good i n  the house, and then Mom would shut the 
doors and the windows. Then Mom would go back and have something t i ed  over 
her mouth, and then she'd open up the doors and then she'd go i n  there-she 
coulcbn't stand it very long--and then she'd go i n  there and then get all the 
windows and doors open. Then we aired them a l l  out and then our g e m  would 
be ki l led.  Then w e  would be safe t o  go back t o  school or  whatever. We could 
p then t o  nei@bors. Our g e m  would be ki l led.  Yes, that  ls the way we 
fumigated with sul* for  our ailments. 

Q. When you bwned ears of corn did it smll? 

A. Yes. Smelled just l ike  when you're scorching popcorn. 

Q. Oh, really? 

A. Yes. Yes, just like when you're scorching popcorn. Yes. 

Q. Do you remmber the Depression days? 

A. Oh, yes. When we wanted sorething we had t o  take conmeal or  p a h a m  
flour o r  rice t o  get what we wanted. I can remember them. We had t o  sub- 
s t i t u t e .  Yes, we had t o  buy a substitute.  Then we had ration books. You 
get five pounds and I get f lve pounds and she'd get f ive pounds and we'd 
just get an equal amount a l l  the way around. You'd gt five pounds of sugar 
and I ' d  get flve pounds and she didn't get m r e  than I did; I didn't get mre 
than she did. Then with the flour w a s  ten pound bags. Then of c o m e ,  we 
had coffee. Well, we had a great big bucket of Wishbone coffee. Well, you 
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was only allowed one bucket and tha t  would have t o  l a s t  you un t i l  you could 
see the bottom. 

Then thereld be a l i t t l e  ration book that  you'd get. He'd nark you got five 
pounds of flour, f ive pounds of sugar and coffee and r ice,  and he'd have 
that  i n  his  book. Then he1 d put tha t  in your book and then you couldn' t 
come back f r o m  that  day i n  here and get some mre. That was your share 
you had . to get along with that  when you had f ive pounds of sugar and ten  
pounds of flour. 

Because on account of we mde biscuits,  tha t ' s  the reason you got ten 
pounds of f lour and five pounds of sugar and then just one of them Wishbone. 
You've seen them square lard  buckets that  we got now on the market, well, 
tha t ' s  the size of coffee bucket you got of ground coffee. Then you'd put 
it i n  your coffee pot, your open coffee pot, and cook it. Then you made 
your own biscuits.  If you wanted t o  bake bread and you could bake bread, 
why , then you1 d have t o  sign for  baking bread, and then lVbm would get twenty 
pounds of flour t o  rake a l i t t l e  batch of bread. See, it was a l l  rationed. 
I remrnber that  too. 

Q. Everything was rationed? 

A. Yes. Everything what you had i n  the s tore was rationed. Yes, I remerrber 
mm only getting one spool of thread. 

Q. Only one? 

A. Only one spool of thread and you didn't get none un t i l  . . . You had 
t o  be c a r e m  with that  and use l i t t l e  b i t t y  ends. Mom had t o  do a l l  our 
mending, our patching. Oh, boy, yes, me spool of thread. Then when we'd 
got so that  we could get that  carpet yarn, you know, well, we'd get one 
spool of that .  Well, we used a l o t  of that  fo r  heavier s tuf f  and saved our 
sewing thread back. See, that  s the way we done that .  

And whenever you . . . Like Fleischmannls yeast o r  Red Star  yeast, you how, 
where you make your starter for  your bread. Well, we'd get one package. 
Mom would get one package. Well, then she'd mix that  up and we'd put it i n  
a quart f"ruit jar, and every other day we'd stir it and put two tablespoons 
f 'u l l  of w m  water i n  tha t ,  and then just add it. Then Mom would mybe bake 
three loaves t o m ;  mst generally we washed on Mondays and baked bread on 
Tuesdays. Well, then Mom would bake bread on Tuesdays and then on Mdays. 
See, that  would be our supply of bread tha t  week. And we'd get one l i t t l e  
small pack- of that  Red Star yeast l ike  you buy mix and eat breakfast food 
i n  now. 

Our f'irst breakfast food was corn flakes. That was our first fancy breakfast 
food we had. Otherwise, it w a s  eggs and meat and pancakes at home. I remnber 
that  very well, too. Because Mom and Dad, they had t o  scimp and scimp and 
scimp t o  get by. 

If Pbm really had t o  have something that was really expensive, why, lbrn 
would buy it this time and the next time 'w dad would buy something. I 
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remmber one tirne when Dad bought his f'irst wagon. Well, he said, "I 
got a wagon naw t o  haul in. l1 But he said, "It sure cost rn a lo t  of 
money." Then he had t o  cover that  wasn up u n t i l  finally he bu l l t  a 
log shed. Went t o  the timber, put logs on top of logs, slabbed them off 
on one side so they would lay flat, and then made a shed for  his wagon. 
Yes. Then Dad had t o  take good care of that  wagon because that  would - 

have t o  last M m  a long tim before he could afford t o  buy another one. 

Q. How long was the gmceries and thin@ suppose t o  last? 

A. 'Mve years. You man the length of the . . . 
Q. Before you could get mre. 

A. They limited you t o  mnths. You could get some anytim f r o m  t h i s  
month t o  the next mnth, but you coulcb't get i n  between the two months. 
But you still  had your l i m i t .  Now i f  I went t o  the s tore t h i s  month, 
well, and I needed some thing I really needed, I could go back and get 
sow the first of the next month. I could get f m m  the first t o  the 
l a s t ,  and fYom the l a s t  t o  the first I could go get some. It wouldnlt 
bother me. They wouldnlt say nothing. You could get your living but 
you couldn't get a big quantity. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever have a car?  

A. No, Daddy never owned a car. A l l  we had for  transportation was horses 
and bug les ,  wagons. No. No. Brother Eddie got a b d e l  T Ford, but I 
couldnlt t e l l  you what year that  was when he got that.  Oh, he w a s  twenty-two 
He was twenty-two o r  twenty-three when he got it. Pop didn't turn h i m  loose 
with it because Pop used it when we had t o  go t o  a funeral or  something, and 
then we'd all go together. But otherwise, before brother Eddie got t o  use 
that  Model T Ford he was twenty-five years old. 

The first t im that  he [Eddie] drove it was with one of the nei&bor boys, 
but I don't remrrber who the n e i m o r  boy was. Pop said it and I said it 
and Pbm said it, "Now don l t  h i t  anything. Don1 t break the l ights  out. " 
I I No, no, w e  won't drive . . . no, no. We a i n l t  going very far and we a in ' t  
going . . . we'll  be riat back.'' Well, they come back, brother Ed, he was 
afraid t o  say something and the nei&bor boy was too--they broke one front 
li&t on it. They hit something going this way o r  tha t  way o r  something 
but anyway, the one fMnt li&t w a s  broken. Oh, the racket was going on 
a f t e r  that .  So then Pop never l e t  him have that  anymre for,  oh, almost a 
year. He said, "I donf t axe. l1 He said, llYou a i n l t  tearing it up. I to ld  
you i f  you want t o  go anywhere you go with somebo@ else  and see how you get 
there and see how you get back. That c m  stays ri@t in the shed. Well, 
that  went on and that  went on. f ina l ly  he got working around and working 
around [and] he [Ed] got hlm a home. Well, then he rode the horse. "Well, 
s t ick  your car in the shed and leave it there and shut the door. I gat me 
a horse now." Well, a l l  rcL&t. That w a s  all ri&t with Dad. Dad used the 
horse and brother Ed had it t o  go horseback riding. 

Well then, he got the horse Well, then somehow or  another, him and another 
boy pt a top buggy, an old-fashioned top buggy. Well, they hitched the horse 
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up t o  the top buggy, and then you go and I go with you, and you go with m. 
And they had a top b w .  Then they went bwraning arround as Dad said, I1Now 
you're burmrdng again. But anyway, he had tha t  top buggy, that  horse and 
b w  for a long, l o n g t i m .  He took good care of it. Yes. But Pop a f t e r  
tha t ,  why, he just to ld  him and he said no that  was it. "If you want t o  
go, you go with smbody  e l se  and then see how you get back." That car 
stayed i n  the shed. 

Q. Ih you ~mrrber what you were doing when you heard Pearl Harbor had 
been borhed? 

A. . . . We was working a t  something. . . . We was awful busy I know. 
Oh, there was a l o t  of us, but I can't remrrber what we was doing; something. 
We just  dropped everythbg and we come t o  the house. We didn't do nothing 
anymre and we was a l l  . . . we just  kind of like we was a l l  stunned, but I 
don1 t mmrnber what kind of work we was doing when we got the alarm. I can't 
r e r e h e r  that .  But we were busy I know. 

Q. Md yowl brother . . . 
A. Yes, brother Ed went one year and he was one year i n  service. Brother 
Ed, tha t ' s  all. That's a l l  he signed. Thatls all at tha t  t im he signed 
up for. I had one son and tha t ' s  Carl-the one that l ives at Creve Coeur-- 
he was in service but he served fo r  four yews. And the other one just got 
i n  there and he was gone three months and he cone back. That was th i rd  
son, H a m y .  The one that  l ives  a t  Pekin. He come in, but he was only gone 
I think three . . . He wasn't gone s i x  mnths and then he come back because 
he didn't pass any further or  they couldnlt send him on any fwther .  But the 
youngest one went four yeaus. He  got his four years i n  service. 

Q. Do you remnber how you f e l t  when you heard Franklin Roosevelt had died? 

A. Yes, I was sick. That real ly . . . I was just  a nervous wreck. That's 
the sam way when President Kennea . . . Oh well, it didn't affect E too 
much with Pearl JhFbor, but when the President . . . I was a long t im getting 
situated. I was just  shocked. 

Q. How did other people react? Do you remerner? 

A. Well, in our neighborhood that  t im they was a l l  just about, "What are 
we p i n g  t o  do? What are we going t o  gt into  next?" And, "What are we 
going t o  have next?" and, IfAre we going t o  have war?I1 l1What are we go- t o  
do now?" Everyone that  1 can remember was pretty well upset and worried, 
and didn't know what was corrdng next. That w a s  a t o w  tirne. 

Q. Do you mrerrber anything about World War I? 

A. Not very much because I can't get that  . . . I know it w a s  hard times 
and that  and they didn't have what they could have had with living and 
clothing and food. I can remember my grandma, rry great-gmndma saying that  
was hard tims when that  was. Because Mom said a lo t  of tirne they done well 
i f  they had bread and water or  crackers and water if you only eat  it. I can 
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remrrber that  they had very hard t h s  of living and i n  the buildin@ they 
weren't-4rand.m said they weren't too pod--the buildings, you know, 
where they had t o  l ive  in ,  they weren't too good. They had t o  l ive  the 
best they could and bunch together. I can ~ m e n b e r  that ,  w Grandma say- 
ing that .  How they ever mde it and haw grandma and pmdpa made it, 
and then went t o  dad and mom-before I came. Them years must have 
been awf'ul fYom the way Mom said the Depression. . . . She said we was 
satis fled with what we had and made the best of it. 

Q. What mnth were you born? 

A. Decerrber 10, 1895. That's what w mdicare. . . . P& mdfcare, you 
how, social security. See, I ' m  under medicare. Then, of course, the 
money that  I get fkmn pay, see, I get that  a l i t t l e  extra. See, I get 
social security and mdicare in  one. I don't get social  security in a 
check by i t s e l f .  They added that t o  medicare. And I got q hospital 
insurance and see, they p so far w i t h  that  insurance, and then I pay the 
balance o r  the burial  o r  the f'uneral expenses. Well, i t 's  l e f t  up t o  the 
ones, l ike  the boys, tha t ' s  the w a y  i t 's f'ixed. If they w a n t  t o  take care 
of the b i l l ,  why, then, they [medicare] go so far and @ve t he i r  share and 
then you have t o  finish it. Boys have t o  finish it out. But when I go t o  
the hospital now, they take care of that  and a l l  medicine. O r  i f  I 
have an accident that  don't require no hospital, why, they take care of a l l  
of it. They go up t o  one thousand dollars. That's t he i r  share now i f  I 
get burned or  get a toe bruised o r  something. 

Im insured by the Oat and Eva's Cafe, see, then i f  I get hurt over there 
on t he i r  grounds, why, they have t o  foot the b i l l  and the mdicare ain't 
got nothing t o  do with it. But If I get hurt over here [home], o r  i f  l ike  
I am walking downtown o r  walkfng and get hurt i n  t he i r  hands, well, see, 
then they take care of m. But i f  I get hurt o r  have an accident while 
I ' m  there, why, then they got t o  foot the b i l l .  See and I've been under 
c . . . see, they di&'t count 48 and 49, they waited un t i l  I w a s  
52 i n  that  Decerher. Then I got on the i r  list for, see, I was disabled. 
See, I could work but I couldn't work l ike  you should, you know, heavy work 
o r  anything. They put me on a disabled list and then when I got be t ter  and 
that  then they put rre r i@t  on throm. 

See, I've never been i n  a hospital. Never. A s  long as I can rember I 've 
never been i n  the hospital. I went t o  a hospital doctor there, Frank Morrill, 
Dr. ~ ~ 1 1 ,  i n  Havana when I had that blood poisoning i n  foot when I stepped 
on a nai l .  But I didn't stay i n  no hospital. I never was in the hospital. 

So I 1 m  lucky so far. Ain't very many of them that  . . . and just  yet t o  
t h i s  day I ' m  caref'ul. I don't clinJ3 and I don't do things that  I think I 
ought t o  not do. I don't do things when I ' m  here by w s e l f  I don't do 
things what I thirk I shouldn' t do. I 've only had one accident and that  
w a s  last winter when I f e l l .  It was s l ick  ice and I had put s a l t  on it and 
it thawed. Well, it fk.oze again and I come around t o  get a bucket of water. 
I spi l led  scm water on that ice  and I just  went t h i s  way and I hurt my hip 
on the edge o f t h e  steps. Otherwise, I never had no accident o r  fire or  any 
accidents that  I couldn't control w s e l f .  So I'm doing pretty good over 
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there in  the comer, ( l a w t e r )  on the outskirts of Oakford on the c i ty  
lhdt . I ' m  the l a s t  house out and the first house in.  

Q . That ' s ri&t ! Were a l l  of your children born at horn? 

A. Yes. Yes, all of raine was born a t  home. A l l  four boys was born a t  
home. I never was i n  no hospital. 

Q. C a n  you think of any other s tor ies  o r  happenings tha t  you think would 
be interesting? 

A. I know one time that  was right a f te r  rqy, no, husband was s t i l l  alive. 
He come home fiom the hospital and rrIy nei&bors--but I can't t e l l  you who 
it was at that  time-that l ived there and t he i r  house cau@t on f'ire. I 
took the children over t o  home, and the mther, and I kept them s ix  weeks. 
!hat's the only thing that  I can rem&er I helped sombody real deeply i n  
need; that  they had an excitment. I to ld  them t o  come and stay and wet d 
-as* 

They went t o  school because it happened during school season, and she'd 
corn over there and then she'd go back t o  what she could do and then come 
back. !They stayed with rrr: and w husband and rqy children and we managed 
it till they found a shelter.  That 's the only deed that  I done fo r  some- 
body else in real bad trouble. I sheltered them when t he i r  home was 
destrwed by flre. That was when I lived over on the W i l l i a m  honestead 
over there by the Baker's schoolhouse and L t  was i n  the nei&borJnaod. 
That's the only time that  I helped mybody out i n  a bad condition. I remember 
tha t .  

We were awful crowded but we bunked them together. We put the boys all 
together and we put the girls together, and then the rmther s lept  . . . 
whatever we had t o  help out with. But anyway, we managed. I helped out. 
That ' s the only t im that  I ever was really helping out, doing a good deed 
for  others. And I always l ike  t o  help others. Don't make no difference, 
ni@t o r  day. I'll still  do it. If they're i n  need of help, why, I always 
l ike  t o  lend a helping hand. 

END OF TAPE 


